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P    R    E    F    A    C    E, 

IT  would  be  a  bad  return  to  the  con- 
tinued favours  we  experience  from 
the  Public,  if  our  zeal  and  induftry  was 
not  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the 
fubjeds  on  which  we  treated,  and  to  their 
intereft  in  them.  The  tranfadions  of  fo- 
reign nations,  however  general  or  exten- 
five  their  confequences,  however  connec- 
ted by  intereft  or  alliance  we  might  be  in 
them,  or  however  brilliant  the  matter 
which  they  afforded  for  hiftory,  are  not 
only  of  a  fecondary  but  very  remote  confi- 
deration,  when  placed  in  any  degree  of 
comparifon  with  the  fubjeds  of  v^hich  we 
now  treat.  Our  public  affairs  are  un- 
fortunately at  prefent  the  hiftory  of  all 
that  part  of  the  world  which  affords  mate- 
rials for  any.  Britains,  however  deeply,  are 
not  alone  interefted  in  the  confequences. 
They  may  extend,  not  only  to  the  refined, 

but 
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but  widely  into  the  more  uncultivated  parts 
of  the  Globe.  It  therefore  behoved  us,  not 
to  pafs  through  negligence,  omit  through 
hurry,  or  render  obfcure  by  an  ill-timed 
brevity,  any  matter  which  tended  to  the 
elucidation  of  a  fubjedl,  in  which  our 
Readers  are  fo  immediately  and  deeply 
concerned.  The  time  of  publication  was 
with  us,  and  we  will  believe  with  them, 
by  no  means  the  principal  obje6t  of  atten- 
tion. We  might  have  faved  much  labour 
and  time  by  publifhing  early,  and  of 
courfe,  more  imperfedly. 

Our  Publifher  has  liberally  feconded  our 
views  in  affording  the  expence  confequent 
of  fo  great  an  extenfion  of  the  Hiftorical 
Article.  He  thinks  he  cannot  do  too  much 
to  teftify  his  gratitude  to  the  Public,  and 
defires  we  would  obferve,  that  from  the 
abundance  of  matter  which  is  now  necefla- 
rily  difcuffed,  it  trebles  in  extent  the  amount 
of  the  Hiftory  in  any  year  of  the  late  war. 
For  ourfelves,  if  we  have  the  happinefs  to 
experience  a  continuance  of  that  approba- 
tion with  which  we  have  been  fo  long  ho- 
noured by  the  Public,  it  will  be  an  addi- 
tional fpur  to  our  future  induftry. 
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Hetro/pe^ive  view  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1 775.  Motives  luhich 
led  to  the  invajion  of  Canada,  Forts  of  Chamble  and  St,  "John  taken, 
Montreal  taken.  General  Carletcn  retires  to  ^ebec.  Armed  veffels 
furrender,  Arnold  appears  before  ^lebec.  Is  joined  by  Generr.l  Mont- 
gomery.  The  city  fummoned.  Siege.  Attempt  to  take  ^lebet  by  efca^ 
lade,  Montgomery  killed,  Arnold  wounded.  Rebels  retire  from  before 
the  ivalls. 


AS  the  hopes  of  a  reconci- 
liation with  the  mother 
country,  upon  the  crmdi- 
tions  claimed  by  the  Aineiicans, 
became  more  faint,  fo  thry  nrrew 
more  daring  in  their  defijrns,  and 
extended  their  views  to  the  remote 
confequencps,  a«!  well  as  to  the  im- 
mediate conduct  of  a  war.  Th'ap- 
parent  tendency^  and  avowed  dc- 
Vot.  XIX. 


fign  of  the  Quebec  a£l,  had  early 
drawn  their  attention  and  awaken- 
ed  their  apprehenfions,  in  relation 
to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  threatened  from  rhai  quarter, 
Thefe  appreheiiHt-ns  produced  the 
adtir'^fs  to  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  of  which  we  have  for- 
merlv  taken  nocice. 
The  fuccefs  which  attended  the 
[A]  cxpc. 
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expedition  to  the  Lakes,  with 
the  redu(^ion  of  Ticonderoga  and 
^rown-Point,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fummer  1775,  by  which,  it 
might  be  f^id,  that  the  gates  of 
Canada  were  thrown  open,  ren- 
dered the  affairs  of  that  country 
more  immediately  interefting,  and 
encouraged  the  Congrefs  to  a  bold 
ipeafure,  which  they  would  not 
otherwife  perhaps  have  ventured 
upon.  This  was  no  lefs  than  the 
fending  of  a  force  for  the  invafion 
and  reduflion  of  that  country. 

A  meafnre  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
nature  required  the  moft  ferious 
confideration.  The  commencing 
of  an  offenfive  war  with  the  fove- 
reign,  was  a  new  and  perilous  un- 
dertaking. It  feemcd  totally  to 
change  the  nature  of  the  ground 
on  wEich  they  i^opd  in  the  prefent 
difputc.  Oppofition  to  government 
had  hitherto  been  conduded  on 
the  apparent  defign,  and  avowed 
jxMBcipla  only,  of  fupp.orting  and 
defending  certain  rights  and  im- 
munities of  the  people,  which 
were  fuppofed,  or  pretended,  to 
be  unjuftly  invaded.  Oppofition, 
or  even  refinance,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
fuppofing  the  premifes  to  be  fairly 
flared,  is  thought  by  many  to  be 
entirely  confiflent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Britifi^  conltitution  ; 
and  this  opinion  is  faid  to  have 
received  the  fandion  of  precedents 
of  the  rirlt  authority.  At  any  rate, 
the  quertions  in  difpute  were  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  mankind  might 
for  ever  be  divided  in  opinion,  as 
to  the  matter  of  right  or  wrong, 
juftice  or  injuftice,  oppreflion  or 
good  government.  But  to  render 
themfelves  at  once  the  aggreifors, 
and  not  content  with  vindicating 
their  own  real  or  pretended  rights, 
to  %  wantonly  in  the  face  of  the 


fovereign,  carry  war  into  his  do- 
minions, and  invade  a  province  to 
which  they  could  lay  no  claim, 
nor  pretend  no  right,  feemed  fuch 
an  outrage,  as  not  only  overthrew 
every  plea  of  juftifiable  refinance, 
but  would  militate  with  the  efta- 
blifhed  opinions,  principles,  and 
feelings  of  mankind  in  general. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  danger- 
was  prefTing  and  great.     The  ex- 
traordinary   powers  placed  in  the 
hands  of   General    Carleton,   the 
Governor   of  Canada,    by   a  late 
commiflion,  were  new,   alarming, 
afld  evid&nily  poiined  out  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  granted. 
By  thefe  he  was  authorized  to  em- 
body and  arm  the   Canadians,  to 
march  them  out  of  the  country  for 
the  fubjugation  of  the  other  colo- 
nies, and  to  proceed,  even  to  capi- 
tal punilhments,  againfl  all  thofe, 
and  in  all  places,  whom  he  ftiould 
deem  rebels  and  oppofers   of  the 
laws.     The  ftrong  powers  of  go^ 
vernment  which    he  alfo  pofTeffed 
within  his  province,  were  equal  to 
thofe  of  the   moft  arbitrary  Euro- 
pesn  monarchs,  and  had  been  al- 
ready felt  both  by  the  Englilh  and 
French  fuhjcs^s.      Thus,    though 
the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refu fed 
to  be  embodied,  or  to  march  upon 
any  terms  out  of  the  province,   it 
was  eafily  feen,  that  as  foon  as  the 
Governor's  authority  was  fupported 
by  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  Englifh 
forces,  they  would  be  obliged  im- 
plicitly to   obey  him,  as  well   in 
that,  as  all  other  matters.    He  had 
befides  already  engaged    a  confi- 
derabie   number  of    the   Canada, 
and  other  Indians,  in  his  fervice, 
and   if  his  arms  once  became  pre- 
dominant,   the  defire  of  fpoil  and 
blood  would  bring  them  in  crowds 
from  the  remoteft   defarts    to  his 
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affiftance.  Befides  they  were  per- 
fedlly  acquainted  with,  and  there- 
fore had  every  thing  to  dread, 
from  the  zeal,  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  and  the  military  talents,  of 
that  able  and  refolute  officer. 

In  thefecircumftances,  conlider- 
ing  a  war  not  only  as  inevitable, 
but  as  already  begun,  they  deemed 
it  inconfillent  whth  reafon  and  po- 
licy to  wait  to  be  attacked  by  a 
formidable  force  at  their  backs,  in 
the  very  inftant  that  their  utmoft 
exertions  would  be  requifite,  and 
probably  infufficient,  for  the  pro- 
Cc<^ion  of  their  capital  cities  and 
coafts  againft  the  refentment  of 
the  mighty  power  whom  they  had 
fo  grievoufly  offended,  and  with 
whom  they  were  entering  into  fo 
untried  and  arduous  a  con  tell. 
They  argued,  that  preventing  the 
known  hoftile  intentions  of  an  ene- 
my, by  foreftalling  his  defigns  ere 
they  could  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, was  as  much  a  matter  of  felf- 
defence,  and  lefs  cruel,  than  wait- 
ing to  be  attacked  by  him  under 
every  difadvantage,  and  when  he 
had  arrived  at  his  utmoft  force. 
There  was  no  natural  law,  nor 
convention  among  mankind,  by 
which  a  perfon  was  bound  to  be  a 
fimpleandinadlive  looker-on,  while 
his  enemy  was  loading  a  gun  for 
his  deftruflion  ;  was  he  to  wait  till 
the  execution  took  place,  for  fear 
he  (hould  be  deemed  an  aggreffor  ? 
Queltions  in  cafuiltry,  however  edi- 
fying upon  other  occafions,  have 
nothing  to  do  in  circumllances 
upon  which  the  fate  of  nations  de- 
pend. Were  they  only  to  feek  a 
remedy,  when  the  favages  had  pe- 
netrated into  their  country,  and 
the  fury  of  the  flames  wfhich  coiv- 
fumed  their  fettlements  were  only 


retarded  by  the  blood  of  their  wo- 
men and  infants? 

The  congrefs  were  alfo  fenfible, 
that  they  had  already  gone  fuch 
lengths  as  could  only  be  juilified 
by  arms.  The  fword  was  already 
drawn,  and  the  appeal  made.  It 
was  too  late  now  to  look  back,  and 
to  waver  would  be  certain  deftruc- 
tion.  If  a  certain  degree  of  fuccefs 
did  not  afford  a  fanclion  to  their 
refiftance,  and  difpofe  the  court  of 
Great-Britain  to  an  accommoda- 
tion upon  lenient  terms,  they 
would  not  only  lofe  thofe  immuni- 
ties for  which  they  at  prefent  con- 
tended, but  all  others  would  lie  at 
the  mercy  of  a  jealous  and  irritated 
government.  In  fuch  a  ftate,  their 
moderation  in  the  fingle  inftance 
of  Canada,  they  thought,  would 
be  a  poor  plea  for  coinpaflion  or 
indulgence. 

The  knowledge  they  had  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  and  the 
temper  of  the  people  in  Canada^ 
alfo  contributed  much  to  encourage 
them  in  this  enterprize.  They 
knew  that  the  French  inhabitants, 
excepting  the  noblefle  and  clergy^ 
were  in  general  as  much  difcon- 
tented  at  the  overthrow  of  the 
Englifti  laws,  and  the  introduftion 
of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment, as  even  the  Britilh  fettlers. 
It  feemed  therefore  probable,  that 
this  difcontent,  operating  with  the 
rooted  averfion  which  they  bore  to. 
their  ancient  proud  and  oppreflive 
tyrants,  the  noblefte,  or  lord.s  of  the 
manors,  and  the  mortal  dread  whicli 
they  entertained  of  being  again- re- 
duced to  iheir  former  ftate  of  feudal 
and  milirary  vaiTalage,  would  in- 
duce them  to  confidtr  the  Provin- 
cials rather  as  friends  than  inva- 
ders, and  to  embrace  fo  favourable 
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an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  (hare 
In  that  freedom  for  which  they 
were  co*i tending.  Though  they 
were  perfe^ly  unacquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  particular  con- 
troverfy,  and  little  interefted  in  it, 
it  fcemed  to  be  for  freedom,  and 
American  freedom,  and  the  name 
was  pleafing.  It  was  in  favour  of 
colonies;  and  Canada  was  a  co- 
lony. 

The  Congrefs  accordingly  de- 
termined not  to  Ipfe  the  prefent 
favourable  opportunity,  while  the 
Britifh  arms  were  weak  and  cooped 
up  in  Bofton,  for  attempting  the 
redudlion  of  that'  province.  The 
Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgo- 
mery, with  two  regiments  of  New- 
York  militia,  a  body  of  New- 
England  men,  and  fome  others, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  near 
3000  men,  were  appointed  to  this 
fervice.  A  number  of  batteaux,  or 
flat  boats,  were  built  at  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Crown-Point,  to  convey 
the  forces  along  Lake  Champlain 
to  the  river  Sorel,  which  forms  the 
entrance  into  Canada,  and  is  com- 
pofed  of  the  furplus  waters  of  the 
lakes,  which  it  difcharges  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  would  af- 
ford a  happy  communication  be- 
tween b6th,  were  it  not  for  fome 
"rapids  thatobftruft  the  navigation. 

Not  above  half  the  forces  were 
yet  arrived,  when  Montgomery, 
who  was  at  Crown-Point,  received 
fome  intelligence  which  rendered 
him  apprehenfive  that  a  fchooner 
of  confiderable  force,  with  fome 
other  armed  veflels,  which  lay  at 
the  fort  of  St.  John*s,  on  the  river 
Sorel,  were  preparing  to  enter  the 
lake,  and  thereby  elFedually  ob- 
ftrudl  their  paflage.  He  thereupon, 
in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  pro- 
ceeded with  fuch  force  as  he  bad 


to  the  i  fle  of  A  ux  Noix,  which  lies  ui 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  tQok 
neceflary  meafures  to  guard  againft 
the  paflage  of  thofe  vefl!els  into 
the  lake.  Schuyler,  who  at  that 
time  commanded  in  chief,  having 
alfo  arrived  from  Albany,  they 
publiflied  a  declaration  to  encou- 
rage the  Canadians  to  join  them, 
and  with  the  fame  hope  or  defign 
pufhed  on  to  the  fort  of  St.  John, 
which  lies  only  about  a  dozen 
miles  from  the  ifland.     The  fire 

from  the  fort,  as  well   «     ^    >-  t 

1      n  Sept.  6th. 

as  the  Itrong   appear-       ^ 

ances  of  force  and  refiftance  which 
they  obferved,  occafioned  their 
landing  at  a  confiderable  diftance, 
in  a  country  compofed  of  thick 
woods,  deep  fwamps,  and  inter- 
fered with  creeks  and  waters.  In 
this  fituation  they  were  vigorouily 
attacked  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
Indians,  who  did  not  ncgleft  the 
advantages  which  they  derived 
from  it;  along  with  which,  find- 
ing that  the  fort  was  well  garri- 
foned  and  provided,  they  found  it 
necefTary  the  next  day  to  return  to 
their  former  ftation  on  the  ifland, 
and  to  defer  their  operations  until 
the  arrival  of  the  artillery  and  re- 
inforcements which  were  expected, 
Schuyler  upon  this  retreat  re- 
turned to  Albany,  to  conclude  a 
treaty  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
been  negociating  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter,  and  found  himfelf 
afterwards  fo  occupied  by  bufinefs, 
or  broken  in  upon  by  illnefs,  that 
the  whole  weight  and  danger  of 
the  Canada  war  fell  upon  Mont- 
gomery, a  man  moft  eminently 
qualified  for  any  military  fervice. 
His  firfl  meafure  was  to  detach 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined 
General  Carleton  from  his  fer- 
vice, and  being  ftrengthened  by 
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the  arrival  of  his  reinforcements 
and  artillery,  he  prepared  to  lay 
fiege  to  the  fort  of  St.  John. 
This  fort  was  garrifoned  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  7th  and  26th 
regiments,  being  nearly  all  the  re- 
gular troops  then  in  Canada ;  and 
was  well  provided  with  (lores,  am- 
munition, and  artillery. 

The    provincial    parties    were 
fpread  over  the  adjacent  country, 
and  were  every  where  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  Canadians,  who 
befides  joining  them  in  confider- 
able   numbers,    gave   them    twtry 
poffible  aiEftance,  whether  in  car- 
rying on  the  fiege,  removing  their 
artillery,  or  fupplying  them  with 
provifions  and  neceffaries.     In  this 
Hate  of    things,    the    adventurer 
Ethan    Allen,   who,  without   any 
commiflion  from  the  Congrefs,  had 
a  principal  ihare  in   the  original 
expedition  to  the  lakes,  and  the 
capture  of  the  forts,  and  who  fince, 
under  the  title  of  colonel,  feems 
rather  to  have  afted  as  a  partizan, 
than  as  obedient  to  any   regular 
command,    thought   to    iignalize, 
and  raife  himfeif  into  importance, 
by  furprizing  the  town  of  Mon- 
treal.     Thia  ralh    enterprize    he 
undertook  at  the  head  of  a  fmali 
party  of  Englifh   provincials  and 
Canadians,  without  the  knowledge 
of    the    commander   in    chief,   or 
the    afliftance,    which    he    might 
Jiave  procured,  from  fome  of  the 
other  detached  parties.   The  event 
was  fuitable  to  the  temerity  of  the 
undertaking.     Being  met,  at  fome 
dirtance  from  the  town,  by  the  mi- 
litia, under  the  command  of  Eng- 
li(h  officers,  and  fupported  by  the 
few    regulars    who   were    in    the 
Sent   2Cth       P^^^e,    he   was   de- 
^  *    J     '      feated     and     taken 
prifoncr,  with  near  forty  of  his 


party,  the  reft  who  furvived  ef- 
caping  in  the  woods.  Allen,  with, 
his  fellow- prifoners,  were  by  Ge- 
neral Carleton's  orders  loaded  with 
irons,  and  fent  in  that  conditioa 
on  board  a  man  of  war  to  England, 
from  whence,  however,  they  were 
in  fome  time  remanded  back  to 
America. 

The  progrefs   of    Montgomery 
was  for  fome  time  retarded  by  a 
want  of  ammunition  fufficient  for 
carrying  on  a  fiege,  which  of  all 
operations    demand    the    greateft 
fupply  of  powder  and  ball.     The 
fort  of  St.  John's,  which  commands 
the  entrance  into  Canada,  could 
nd^  be  reduced  without  a  tolerable 
prbyifion  of  that  kind.     A  fortu- 
nate event  difengaged  him  from 
this  difficulty.     A  little  fort  called 
Chamhle  lay  deeper  in  the  country, 
and  feemed  covered  by  St.  John's, 
It  was  garrifoned  by  a  fmall  de- 
tachment of  the  7th  regiment,  and 
was  in  no  very  defenfible  condi- 
tion.    To  this  he  turned  his  firft 
thoughts,  and,  by  pufhing  forward 
a  party  joined  by  fome  Canadians, 
he  eafily  made  himfeif  mafter  of 
that  fort.  Here  he  found  confider- 
able   (lores ;    bat    the    article  of 
greateft  confequence  to   him  was 
the  gunpowder,  which  they  were 
much  diftrefl'ed  for,  and  of  which, 
they  took  above  120  barrels.  This 
acquifition  facilitated  the  fiege  of 
St.  John's,  which  had  languifhed 
for  want  of  ammunition. 

The  garrifon  of  St.  John's,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Prefton, 
amounted  to  between  6  and  700 
men,  ofwhich  about  500  were regu* 
lars,  and  the  red  Canadian  volun- 
teers. They  endured  the  difficul- 
ties and  hard(hips  of  a  very  long 
fiege,  augmented  by  a  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  with  unabating  con^an- 
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cy  and  refolution.  In  the  mean 
time.  General  Carleton  was  inde- 
fatigable in  his  endeavours  to  raife 
a  force  fufiirifnr  for  its  relief.  At- 
tempts had  been  for  feme  time 
made  by  Colonel  M*Lean,  for 
raifing  a  Scotch  rtj^iment,  under 
the  title  of  Royal  Highland  Emi- 
grants, to  be  compofed  of  natives 
of  that  country  who  had  lately  ar- 
rived in  America,  and  who  in 
confequence  of  the  troubles  had 
not  obtained  fettlements.  With 
thefe  and  fome  Canadians,  to  the 
amount  of  a  few  hundred  men, 
the  Colonel  was  polled  near  the 
junftion  of  theSorel  with  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  The  General  w^s 
at  Montreal,  where,  with  Itfie 
greateft  difficulty,  and  by  every 
poffible  means,  he  had  got  toge- 
ther near  a  tboufand  men,  com- 
pofed principally  of  Canadians, 
with  a  few  regulars,  and  fome 
Englilh  officers  and  volunteers. 
With  thefe  he  intended  a  jun(^ion 
with  M'Lean,  and  then  to  have 
inarched  direftly  to  the  relief  of 
St.  John's.  But  upon  his  attempt- 
ing to  pafs  over  from  the  ifland  of 
Montreal,  he  was  encountered  at 
Longueil  by  a  party  of  the  Provin- 
cials, who  eafily  repulfed  the  Ca- 
nadians, and  put  a  flop  to  the 
whole  defign.  Another  party  had 
puflied  M'Lean  towards  the  mouth 
o|  the  Sorel,  where  the  Canadians 
having  received  advice  of  the  Gfo- 
vernor's  defeat,  immediately  aban- 
doned him  to  a  man,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  make  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  Quebec  with  the  emi- 
grants. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery 
puflied  on  the  fiege  of  St.  John's 
with  great  vigour,  had  advanced 
his  works  very  near  the  body  of 
the  fort^  and  was  making  prepara 


tions  for  a  general  afTault.  Nor 
was  there  leis  alacrity  (hewn  in  the 
defence,  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the 
fire  of  the  garrilon  being  equally 
fupported  to  the  lad.  In  this  ftate 
of  things,  an  account  of  the  fuc^ 
cefs  at  Longueil,  accompanied  by 
the  prifoners  who  were  taken,  ar- 
rived at  the  camp,  upon  which 
Montgomery  ient  a  flag  and  a  let- 
ter by  one  of  them  to  Major  Pref- 
ton,  hoping,  that  as  all  means  of 
relief  were  now  cut  off  by  the  Go- 
vernor's defeat,  he  would,  by  a 
timely  furrender  of  the  fort,  pre- 
vent that  further  effufion  of  blood, 
which  a  fruitlefs  and  obftinate  de- 
fence muft  neccfiarily  occafion. 

The  Major  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain a  few  days  time  in  hopes  of 
being  relieved;  but  this  was  re- 
fufed,  on  account  of  the  latenefs 
and  feverity  of  the  feafon;  he  alfo 
endeavoured,  in  fettling  the  terms 
of  capitulation,  to  obtain  liberty 
for  the  garrifon  to  depart  for  Great 
Britain,  which  proved  equally 
fruitlefs,  and  they  were  obliged, 
after  being  allowed  the  honours  of 
war,  on  account  of  their  brave  de- 
fence, to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  furrender  ihomfelyes  ^  , 

prifoners.       They    were  *^   * 

allowed  their  baggage  and  efl*e6ls, 
the  officers  to  wear  their  fwords, 
and  their  other  arms  to  be  pre- 
fer ved  for  them  till  the  troubles 
were  at  an  end.  In  all  tranfadions 
with  our  forces,  Montgomery  writ, 
fpoke,  and  behaved  with  that  at- 
tention, regard,  and  politenefs, 
to  both  private  men  and  officers,, 
which  might  be  expeded  from  ^ 
man  of  worth  and  honour,  whq 
found  himfelf  involved  in  an  un- 
happy quarrel  with  his  friends  and 
countrymen.       AH    the    prifonersi 

were  fent  up  the  Lakes,  by  the  way 
...         ........       ^^ 
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©f  Ticonderoga,  to  thofe  interior 
parts  of  the  colonies  which  were 
beft  adapted  to  provide  for  their 
reception  and  fecurity.  The  Pro- 
vincials found  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  artillery  and  ufcfui  ftores  in 
the  place. 

Upon  M'Lean's  retreat  to 
Quebec,  the  parly  who  had  re- 
duced him  to  that  ncceffity,  imme- 
diately erefted  batteries  on  a  point 
of  land  at  the  junction  oftheSorel 
with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  or- 
der  to  prevent  the  efcape  down  the 
latter  of  a  number  of  armed  vefTels, 
which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal;  they  alfo  conftrufled 
armed  rafts  and  floating  batteries 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  Thefe  mea- 
fures  efFedually  prevented  the  paf- 
fage  of  General  Carleton's  arma- 
ment  to  Quebec,  which  were  not 
only  foiled  in  feveral  attempts, 
but  purfued,  attacked,  and  driven 
from  their  anchors  up  the  river  by 
the  Provincials  ;  fo  that  as  General 
Montgomery  approached  Montreal 
immediately  after  the  furrender  of 
St.  John's,  the  Governor's  iitua- 
tion,  whether  in  the  town  or  a- 
board  the  vefTels,  became  equally 
critical. 

This  danger  was  foon  increafed 
by  the  arrival  of  General  Mont- 
gomery at  Montreal,  where  a  capi- 
tulation was  propofed  by  the  prin- 
cipal French  and  Rnglifti  inhabi- 
tants, including  a  kind  of  general 
treaty,  which  Montgomery  refu- 
fed,  as  they  were  in  no  ftate  of 
defence  to  entitle  them  to  a  capi- 
tulation,  and  were  unable  to  ful- 
fil the  conditions  on  theirpart.  He, 
however,  gave  them  a  written  an- 
fwer,  in  which  he  declared.  That 
the  continental  army  having  a  ge- 
nerous difdain  of  every  a6l  of  op- 
Jreffion  and  violence,  and  kaving 


come  for  the  exprcfs  purpofe  of 
giving  liberty  and  fecurity,  he 
therefore  engaged  his  honour  to 
maintain,  in  the  peaceable  poflef- 
fion  of  their  property  of  every 
kind,  the  individuals  and  religious 
communities  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal. He  engaged  for  the  main- 
tenance of  all  the  inhabitants  in 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ; 
hoped  that  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  all  the  Canadians  would 
be  eftabliihed  upon  the  moft  perma- 
nent footing  by  a  provincial  con- 
grefs;  promifed  that  courts  of 
juftice  fhould  be  fpeedily  eilablifh- 
ed  upon  the  moft  liberal  plan,  con- 
formable to  the  Britifti  Conftitu- 
tion  ;  and,  in  general,  complied 
with  other  articles,  fo  far  as  they 
were  confiftent  and  in  his  power. 
This  fecurity  being  jjov.ljth. 
given  to  the  people^  ^ 

his  troops  took  pofleflion   of  the 
town. 

Nothing  could  now  afford  the 
flighteft  hope  of  the  prefervation 
of  any  part  of  Canada  but  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon.  Whether 
through  inability  for  fo  great  an 
cnterprize,  or  from  difference  of 
opinion,  the  invafion  of  that  pro» 
vince  was  not  undertaken  until 
the  feafon  for  military  operations 
was  nearly  paffed.  To  balance 
this,  there  remained  but  an  hand* 
ful  of  regular  troops  in  Canada, 
and  the  taking  of  General  Carle-  . 
ton,  which  feemed  nearly  certain, 
would  have  rendered  its  fate  inevii 
table.  Fortune,  however,  deter- 
mined otherwife,  and  at  the  time 
that  all  hopes  of  the  armed  vcffels 
being  able  to  get  down  the  river 
were  given  up,  and  that  Montgo- 
mery was  preparing  batteaux  with 
light  artillery  at  Montreal  to  at» 
tack  them  on  that  Ade,  and  force 

[^]  4  them 
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them  down  upon  the  batteries, 
means  were  fuccefsfully  taken  for 
conveying  the  Governor  in  a  dark 
night,  in  a  boat  with  muffled  pad- 
dles, p:tft  the  enemies  guards  and 
batierifii,  and  he  arrived  fafely  at 
Quebec,  wbich  he  found  environed 
with  dano  >:■  from  an  unexpeded 
quarter.  As  it  was  imprafticable 
to  fave  the  (hips.  General  Prefect 
was  T)bliged  to  enter  into  a  capi- 
tulation with  the  Provincials,  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  river  naval 
force,  confining  of  eleven  armed 
veflels,  was  furrrndered  into  their 
hands,  the  General  himfelf,  with 
feveral  other  officers,  fome  gentle- 
men in  the  civil  department, 
Canadian  volunteers,  and  near 
120  Englifh  foldiers,  all  of  whom 
had  taken  refuge  on  board  upon 
the  approach  of  General  Montgo- 
mery to  Montreal,  becoming  pri- 
foners  of  war. 

Whilft  the  Provincials  were  thus 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada from  the  New-York  fide,  and 
by  the  old  beaten  courfe  of  the 
Lak"s,  an  expedition,  confidera- 
bly  diftinguifhed  by  its  novelty, 
fpirit,  enterprize,  by  the  difficul- 
ties that  oppofed,  and  the  con- 
^ancy  that  fucceeded  in  its  exe- 
cution, was  undertaken  diredly 
againft  the  lower  part  of  the  pro- 
vince aid  the  city  of  Quebec,  from 
the  New-England  fide,  by  a  route 
which  had  hitherto  been  unttied, 
and  confidered  as  impradicablc. 
This  expedition  was  undertaken 
by  Colonel  Arnold,  who  about  the 
middle  of  September,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confifting  of 
abopt  nop  men,  marched  from 
the  camp  near  Bollon,  to  New- 
bury port,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Merrimack,  where  veffels 
W(f<:e  ift  f eadincf§  lo  convey  them 


bv  fea  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Kennebec,  in  New  Hampfhire ;  a 
voyap;e  of  about  forty  leagues. 

On  the  22d  of  the  fame  month 
they  embarked  their  ftores  and 
troops  in  200  batteaux,  at  Gardi- 
ner's Town,  on  the  Kennebec, 
and  proceeded  with  great  difficulty 
up  that  river,  having  a  rapid 
flream,  with  a  rocky  bottom  and 
Ihores,  continually  interrupted  by 
falls  and  carrying  places,  with 
numberlefs  other  impediments  to 
encounter.  In  this  paffage  the 
batteaux  were  frequently  filled 
with  waters,  or  overfet ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  part  of  their 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
were  fometiraes  loft.  At  the  nu- 
merous carrying  places,  befides  the 
labour  of  loading  and  reloading, 
they  were  obliged  to  convey  the 
boats  on  their  (boulders.  The 
great  carrying  place  was  above 
twelve  miles  acrofs.  That  part  of 
the  detachment  which  was  not  em- 
ployed  in  the  batteaux,  marched 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed 
in  three  divifions,  each  divifion 
encamped  together  every  night. 
Nor  was  the  march  by  land  more 
eligible  than  the  paffage  by  water. 
They  had  thick  woods,  deep 
fwamps,  difficult  mountains,  and 
precipices,  alternately  to  encoun- 
ter, and  were  at  times  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  for  miles  together 
through  the  thickets.  At  the  car- 
rying places  they  were  obliged  to 
traverfe  the  fame  ground  Teveral 
times  heavy  loaded.  From  all 
thefe  impediments  their  progrefs 
was  of  courfe  very  flow,  being  iri 
general  only  from  four  or  five  to 
nine  or  ten  miles  a  day.  The 
conftant  fatigue  and  labour  caufed 
many  to  fftl|  fick,  which  added  to 

their 
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their  difficulties,  and  provifions 
grew  at  length  (o  fcarce,  that  fome 
of  the  men  eat  their  dogs,  and 
whatever  elfe  of  any  kind  that 
could  be  converted  to  food. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  head 
of  the  Kennebec,  they  fent  back 
their  fick,  and  one  of  the  Colonels 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning 
with  his  divifion,  under  pretence 
of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with- 
out the  confent  or  knowledge  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  had 
marched  forwards.  By  this  defer- 
tion,  and  the  fick  that  were  re- 
turned, Arnold's  detachment  was 
reduced  about  one  third  from  its 
original  number.  They,  how- 
ever, proceeded  with  their  ufual 
conftancy;  and  having  croffed  the 
heights  of  land,  as  a  ridge  that  ex- 
tends quite  through  that  conti- 
nent is  called,  and  from  whence 
the  waters  on  either  fide  take 
courfes  direflly  conirary  to  thofe 
on  the  other,  they  at  length  ar- 
rived at  the  head  of  the  river 
Chandiere,  which  running  through 
Canada,  falls  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  near  Quebec.  Their 
difficulties  now  were  growing  to 
an  end,  and  ihey  Toon  approac  hed 
the  inhabited  parts  of  Canada; 
on  the  3d  of  November,  a  party 
which  ihey  had  pufhed  forward  re- 
turned with  provifions,  and  they 
foon  after  came  to  a  houii,  being 
thefirll  they  had  beheld  for  thirty- 
one  days,  having  Ipent  that  whole 
time  in  traverfing  an  hideous  wil- 
dernefs,  without  ever  meeting  any 
thing  human. 

The  Canadians  received  them 
here  with  the  fame  good-will  that 
Montgomery's  corps  had  experi- 
enced in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Montreal  ;  they  fupplied  them 
Uberall/  with  proviiions  and  ne> 


ceffaries,  and  rendered  them  every 
other  affiftance  in  their  power, 
Arnold  immediately  publiftied  aa 
addrefs  to  the  people,  figned  by 
General  Walhington,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  that  which  had  been 
before  iiTued  by  Schuyler  and 
Montgomery.  They  were  in- 
vited to  join  with  the  other  colo- 
nies in  an  indiffoluble  union* 
To  range  themfelves  under  the 
ftandard  of  general  liberty.  They 
were  informed,  that  the  armament 
was  fent  into  the  province,  not  to 
plunder,  but  to  proteft  and  ani- 
mate them  ;  that  they  themfelves 
were  enjoined  to  a£l,  and  to  con- 
fider  themfelves,  as  in  the  country 
of  their  bell  friends  ;  they  were 
requefted,  therefore,  not  to  deferc 
their  habitations,  nor  fly  from 
their  friends ;  but  to  provide  them 
with  fuch  fupplies  as  their  country 
afforded ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf 
for  their  fafety  and  fecurity,  as 
well  as  for  an  ample  compenfa- 
tion. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this 
time  in  a  ftate  of  great  weaknefs, 
as  well  as  internal  difcontent  and 
diforder.  The  Britifh  merchants 
and  inhabitants  had  been  long 
much  difgulted  and  diffatisfied. 
Their  oppofition  to  the  Quebec 
Ad,  and  the  petitions  which  they 
had  fent  to  England  upon  that 
fubjedt,  had  been  grievoufly  re- 
fented  by  their  own  government  ; 
and  from  that  period  they  had,  as 
the  difcontented  faid,  not  only 
been  flighted  and  treated  with  in- 
difference, but  even  regarded  with 
an  apparent  eye  of  diftruft  and  fu- 
fpicion.  They  complained,  that 
as  the  great  political  objeft  in  that 
country  was  to  attach  the  native 
Canadians  inviolably  to  govern- 
ment, fo  the  French  nobleile,  and 

civil 
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civil  officers,  became,  excepting 
the  BiitifK  military,  the  only  fa- 
vourites ;  and  thefc  having  foon 
acquired  the  manners  and  afFe<^a- 
tions  of  all  other  courtiers  and  fa- 
vourites, pafled  no  occafiqn  to  in- 
fah  the  Englifli  as  malcontents, 
with  the  violence  of  their  zeal,  and 
theoutrageoufnefs  of  their  loyalty. 
They  reprefented,  that  thefe  new 
courtiers  induftrioufly  brought  up 
queftions  upon  public  affairs,  and 
difcourfes  upon  government  in 
their  company,  and  then  conflrued 
that  freedom  of  opinion,  which 
the  native  Englilhhad  derived  from 
nature  and  habit,  as  well  as  from 
prefent  difcontent,  as  proceeding 
from  real  ill  defign  and  difaffeftion. 
There  needs  not  a  ftronger  proof 
how  little  they  were  trufted  or  re- 
garded, than  that  when  the  troops 
were  fent  oiF  to  Montreal  and  the 
Sorel  to  oppofe  the  rebels,  notwith- 
flanding  the  very  alarming  Hate  of 
public  affairs,  and  that  the  city, 
together  with  the  large  property 
which  they  pofleiTed  in  it,  were 
left  cxpofed  without  a  garrifon  ; 
yet  their  application  for  leave  to 
be  embodied  as  a  militia  for  its 
defence,  fo  far  from  being  com- 
plied with,  was  not  even,  as  they 
affirmed,  deemed  worthy  of  an 
anfwer.  How  much  of  this  repre- 
fentation  was  the  mere  elfedl  of 
difcontent,  we  cannot  undertake 
to  fay.  It  is  certain  that  great 
heartburnings  and  animofites  pre- 
t^ailed  among  the  Englilh  civil 
fubjefls  and  the  military  power  in 
that  government,  which  the  Que- 
bec At\  irritated  and  inflamed  to 
an  high  degree. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  any 
great  reliance  could  be  placed  at 
that  time  upon  the  French  inhabi- 
tants for  the  defence  of  the  city. 


Many  of  them  were  at  leafl  waver* 
ing,  and  fome  worfe.  As  to  other 
matters,  there  were  no  troops  of 
any  fort  in  the  place,  until 
M' Lean's  handful  of  new-raifed 
emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorel, 
Some  marines  which  the  Governor 
had  fent  for  to  Boilon  were  re- 
fufed  by  a  naval  council  of  war, 
from  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon, 
and  the  danger  of  the  navigation. 
The  militia,  however,  had  been 
lately  embodied  by  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor, 

Such  was  the  ftateof  *j  , 

affairs  at  Quebec,  when  ^ov.ptft. 
Arnold  and  his  party  appeared  at 
Point  Levi,  oppofite  the  town. 
The  river  was  fortunately  between 
them,  and  the  boats  fecured,  other- 
wife  it  feems  highly  probable  that 
they  would  have  become  mafters 
of  the  place  in  the  firft  furprize  and 
confufion.  This  defedt  was  indeed 
remedied  in  a  few  days  by  the  ala- 
crity of  the  Canadians,  who  fup- 
plied  them  with  canoes,  and  they 
effcfled  their  pafTage  in  a  dark 
night,  notwithftanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  armed  veffels  and  fri- 
gates of  war  in  the  river.  But  the 
critical  moment  was  now  pafled. 
The  difcontented  inhabitants,  En- 
glilh and  Canadians,  as  foon  as 
danger  prefTed,  united  for  their 
common  defence.  They  became 
fcrioufly  alarmed  for  the  immenfe 
property  which  Quebec  contained. 
They  defired  to  be,  and  were,  em- 
bodied and  armed.  The  failors 
had  landed,  and  were  at  the  bat- 
teries to  ferve  the  guns,  the  de- 
fendants were  confidcrably  fupe- 
rior  in  nun^.ber  to  the  affailants, 
and  Arnold  had  no  artillery.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  his  only  hope 
muft  have  been  the  defedion  of 
the  inhabitants  ^  and  difappointed 

in 


HISTORY   OF   EUROPE. 


[" 


in  that,  nothing  remained  prafli- 
cable  for  him,  but  intercepting 
the  roads,  and  cutting  off  the  fup- 
plies,  until  the  arrival  of  Montgo- 
mery. He  accordingly  paraded 
for  fome  days  on  the  heights  near 
the  town,  and  Tent  two  flags  to 
fummon  the  inhabitants;  but  they 
were  fired  at,  ^nd  no  mefTage  ad- 
mitted ;  upon  which,  he  at  length 
drew  off  his  detachment  into  quar* 
ters  of  refrelhment. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery 
having  found  plenty  of  woollen 
manufa£lures,  and  other  articles  of 
wear,  at  Montreal,  took  that  op- 
portunity of  new  -  cloathing  his 
troops,  who  had  fuiffercd  exceflive- 
ly  from  the  feverity  of  the  climate, 
the  deepnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the 
want  of  covering  fuitable  to  fuch 
circumftances.  Notwithftanding 
the  flattering  appearance  of  his  fuc- 
cefles,  the  fituation  of  that  com- 
mander was  far  from  being  envia- 
ble ;  and  indeed  was  attended  with 
continual  and  growing  difficulties, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  his  own  ge- 
nius could  furmount.  The  diffi- 
culty of  conducing  and  governing 
an  army,  compofed  wholly  of  new 
foldiers,  and  thefe  led  direftly 
from  their  civil  occupations  to  the 
field,  even  fuppofing  them  raifed 
in  old  countries,  and  where  fubor- 
dination  is  the  mod  perfedly  ella- 
blifhed,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe 
perfons  who  are  the  leail  ccnver- 
fant  in  military  affairs.  But  here 
the  troops  were  compofed  of  men 
the  moft  unufed,  and  who  from 
principles,  habits,  and  manner  of 
life,  were  the  moft  averfe  to  every 
idea  of  fubordination,  of  any^  ci- 
vilized people  in  the  known 
world  ;  they  were  to  be  trained  on 
through  numberlefs  wants  and 
^jfti-e&s,  through  ftrange  and  dc- 


fart  countries,  and  when  arrived  at 
the  fcene  of  aftion,  with  arms  ia 
their  hands,  in  all  the  wantonnefs 
of  military  parade  and  novel 
power,  their  wants  were  to  be  en- 
dured, their  appetites  reilrained, 
and  their  licentioufnefs  controuled, 
for  fear  of  alienating  the  affections 
of  the  Canadians,  while  every  ap- 
pearance of  a  harfh  or  ftrift  mili- 
tary difcipline  was  equally  to  be 
avoided,  under  the  dread  of  their 
own  defedlion.  They  were  be. 
fides  only  inlifled  for  a  certain 
Ihort  term,  according  to  the  ufual 
pra<^ice  of  the  colonies  ;  and  as  the 
time  of  their  difcharge  now  drewr 
near,  there  was  nothing  but  the 
name  of  their  leader,  and  affec- 
tion to  his  perfon,  to  keep  them 
longer  together. 

General  Carleton  arrived  at 
Quebec  about  the  time  that  Ar* 
nold's  detachment  had  retired 
from  its  neighbourhood,  and  im* 
mediately  took  fuch  meafures  for 
its  defence,  as  were  fuitable  to 
that  military  charadler  which  he 
had  long  eftabli Died.  His  firft  aft 
was  to  oblige  all  thofe  to  quit  the 
town,  with  their  families,  who  re- 
fufed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  de- 
fence. The  garrifon,  including 
all  orders  who  did  duty,  confifted 
of  about  1500  men,  a  number, 
fuppofing  them  even  the  bell 
troops,  totally  unequal  to  the  de- 
fence of  fuch  extenfive  works,  if 
an  equal  weaknefs  had  not  pre- 
vailed on  the  fide  of  the  befiegers. 
Of  thefe,  it  could  fcarcely  be  faid 
that  any  were  regulars,  M*Lean'$ 
corps  being  newly  raifed,  and  the 
only  company  of  the  7th  regiment 
which  had  efcaped  being  taken, 
confifting  principally  of  recruits  ; 
the  reft  were  compofed  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  and  French  militia,  a  few 
marines. 
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marines,  and  about  450  feamen, 
belonging  to  the  king's  frigates, 
and  to  the  merchant-fhips  that  win- 
tered in  the  harbour.  Thefe  laft, 
habituated  to  the  management  of 
great  guns,  and  to  prompt  ma- 
Boeuvres,  were  the  real  ftrength  of 
the  garrifon. 

Montgomery,  having  left  fome 
troops  in  Montreal  and  the  forts, 
and  feni  detachments  into  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  province,  to  en- 
courage the  Canadians,  as  well  as 
to  forward  fupplies  of  provisions 
and  neceflaries,  pufhed  on  with  as 
many  men  as  could  be  fpared  from 
thefe  fervices,  and  fuch  artillery  as 
be  could  procure,  to  join  Arnold. 
Their  march  was  in  winter ; 
through  bad  roads,  in  a  fevere 
climate  ;  beneath  the  fall  of  the 
firft  fnows,  and  therefore  made 
under  great  hardships  ;  which, 
however,  they  encountered  with 
equal  refolution  ;  and  arrived  with 
incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 
■p.  1  Upon  their    arrival 

j^ec.  5in.  before thetown,  Mont, 
gomery  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Governor,  magnifying  his  own 
llrength,  ftating  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  (hewing  the  impofli- 
bility  of  relief,  and  recommend- 
ing an  immediate  furrender,  to 
avoid  the  dreadful  confequences 
which  muft  attend  a  ftorm,  irri- 
tated as,  he  faid,  his  vidorious 
troops  were,  at  the  injurious  and 
cruel  treatment  which  they  had  in 
various  particulars  received  at  his 
hands.  Though  the  flag  that  con- 
veyed this  letter,  as  well  as  every 
other,  was  fired  at,  and  all  com- 
munication abfolutely  forbidden 
by  the  Governor,  Montgomery 
found  other  means  to  convey  a  let- 
ter of  the  fame  nature  ;  but  neither 
threats  nor  dangers  co^ild  produce 


any  efFefl  upon  the  inflexible  firm- 
nefs  of  the  veteran  Governor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Montgo- 
mery's forces  were  very  much  fu- 
perior,   in  number  or  quality,  to 
thofe,  fuch  as  they  were,  who  de- 
fended the  town.     His  only  pro- 
fpeft  of  fuccefs  fecmed  therefore  to 
be    founded  upon   the    imprefSon 
which  the  parade  of  his  prepara- 
tions, and  the  violence  of  his  at- 
tacks, might  make  upon  the  motley 
garrifon,    or,   if  thofe   failed,    to 
weary  them  out  by  continual  mo- 
tions and  falfe  alarms.  He  accord- 
ingly commenced  a  bombardment, 
with    five   fmall    mortars,    which 
continued    for     fome    days,    and 
might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have 
anfwered  the  former  of  thofe  in- 
tentions, by  throwing  the  garrifon 
into  diforder  ;  but  the  intrepidity 
of  the  Governor,  feconded  by  the 
bravery,    indefatigable     indullry, 
and  perfeverance,  of  the  chief  offi- 
cers, as  well  as  the  activity  of  the 
feamen    and    marines,     prevented 
the  expefted  efFeft.     We  muft  do 
juftice  alfo  to  the  garrifon  in  gene- 
ral, who   nobly   followed  the  ex- 
ample, and  fupported  the  bravery 
of  their  commanders,  and  endured 
the   incommodities,     wants,    and 
diftrefTes,   incident    to    (o  long  a 
fiege,  joined  to  a  moft  grievouHy 
fevers  and  unremitted  duty,  with 
wonderful    conftancy  and  refolu- 
tion. 

In  a  few  days  Montgomery 
opened  a  fix-gun  battery  at  about 
700  yards  diftance  from  the  walls  ; 
but  his  metal  was  too  light  to  pro- 
duce any  confiderable  efFeft.  In 
the  mean  time  the  fnow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  feverity 
of  the  climate  was  fuch,  that  hu- 
man nature  feemed  incapable  of 
withftandipg  its  force  in  the  field,- , 
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The  hardships  and  fatigues  which 
the  Provincial  foldiers  underwent, 
both  from  the  feafon,  and  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  number,  feemed 
incredible,  and  could  only  be  en- 
dured from  their  enthufialHc  adhe- 
rence to  their  caufe,  and  through 
the  afFeftiou  or  efteem  which  they 
bore  to  their  General.  This  con- 
fiancy  muft  however  fail,  if  the 
evils  were  increafed,  or  too  long 
continued.  The  time  for  which 
many  of  the  foldiers  had  engaged 
was  alfo  expired,  or  expiring ; 
and  it  could  not  be  anfwered  how 
foon  they  might  infifl:  upon  return- 
ing home,  nor  whether  fuch  an 
event  would  not  totally  break  up 
the  little  army.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  New- York  men  were  toofenfi- 
ble  of  the  climate  ;  and  did  not 
(hew  the  vigour  or  perfeverance  of 
thofe  hardy  New-Englanders  who 
had  traverfed  the  defarts  with  Ar- 
nold. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  Mont- 
gomery thought  that  fomething 
decifive  muft  be  immediately  done, 
or  that  the  benefit  of  his  pall  fuc- 
cefles  would,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
loft  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  his  own  renown, 
which  now  Ihone  in  great  luftre, 
be  dimmed,  if  not  obfcured.  He 
knew  the  Americans  would  confi- 
der  Quebec  as  taken  from  the  in- 
ftant  that  they  heard  of  his  arrival 
before  it.  That  the  higher  their 
expedations  were  raifed,  the  more 
grievous  the  difappointment  would 
be  in  cafe  of  a  failure.  Their 
confidence  of  fuccefs  was  founded 
upon  the  high  opinion  which  they 
held  of  his  courage  and  ability  ;  to 
forfeit  that  opinion,  was  the  worft 
of  all  poiBble  confequences.  Yet, 
to  attempt  the  city  by  ftorm,  with 
a  garrifon  equal  in  number  to  the 


aflailants,  and  the  great  natural 
ftrength  of  the  upper  town  to  en- 
counter, which  is  one  of  thofe 
places  that  are  ufually  called  im- 
pregnable, feemed  an  effort  truly 
defperate.  But  great  minds  are 
feldom  good  calculators  of  danger; 
and  if  the  glory  in  view  be  great, 
do  not  minutely  attend  to  the  dif* 
Acuities  which  lie  in  their  way  to 
that  object.  Indeed,  the  moft  iU 
luftrious  military  atchievements, 
in  all  ages,  have  owed  their  fuc- 
cefs to  a  noble  contempt  of  com- 
mon forms,  and  common  calcula- 
tions. Fortune,  in  contempt  of 
the  pride  of  man,  ever  was,  and 
ever  will  be  the  greater  arbiter  ia 
war.  Upon  the  whole,  Montgo- 
mery, depending  much  upon  for- 
tune, and  not  a  little  upon  the  na* 
ture  and  difpofition  of  the  garri- 
fon,  determined  upon  a  defperate 
attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  ef^ 
calade. 

Whilft  he  was  making  the  ne- 
ceffary  preparations  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  is  faid  that  the  garrifon 
received  intelligence  of  it  by  feme 
dcferters,  and  that  he  perceived, 
by  their  motions,  that  they  were 
nof  only  acquainted  with  the  gene- 
ral defign,  but  with  the  particular 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution, 
which  they  were  accordingly  pre- 
paring with  the  utmoft  vigour  and 
order  to  oppofe.  This  untoward 
circumftance  rendered  a  total 
change  in  his  original  difpofitions 
neceltary,  and  it  is  not  impoflible, 
that  this  difarrangement  had  a 
confiderable  irifluence  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding  events.  However  that 
was,  early  in  the  morning,  on  the 
laft  day  of  the  year  1775,  and  un- 
der the  cover  of  a  violent  fnow- 
ftorm,  he  proceeded  to  this  ardu- 
ous attempt.     He  had  difpofed  of 
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his  little  army  in  four  divifions,  of 
which  two  carried  on  falfe  attacks 
againft  the  upper  town,  whilft 
himfelf  and  Arnold  conduced  two 
real  againft  oppofite  parts  of  the 
lower.  By  this  means  the  alarm 
was  general  in  both  towns,  and 
might  have  difconcerted  the  molt 
experienced  troops  ;  from  the  fide 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  along 
the  fortified  front,  and  round  to 
the  Bafon,  every  part  feemed 
equally  threatened,  if  not  equally 
in  danger. 

About  five  o'clock,  Montgo- 
mery, at  the  head  of  the  New- 
York  troops,  advanced  againft  the 
lower  town,  at  Aunce  de  Mere, 
under  Cape  Diamond  ;  but  from 
ibme  difficulties  which  intervened 
in  his  approach,  the  fignal  for  en- 
gaging had  been  given,  and  the 
garrifon  alarmed,  before  he  could 
>each  the  place.  He  however 
preffed  on  in  a  narrow  file,  upon, 
a  fcanty  path,  with  a  precipice  to 
the  river  on  one  fide,  and  an 
Banging  rock  over  him ;  feized 
and  pafTed  the  firll  barrier,  and, 
accompanied  by  a  few  of  his  braveft 
officers  and  men,  marched  boldly 
at  the  head  of  the  detachment  to 
attack  the  fecond.  This  barri- 
cade was  muchftronger  than  the 
firft.  Several  cannon  were  there 
planted,  loaded  with  grape  fhot. 
From  thefe,  as  well  as  from  a  well- 
direded  and  fupported  fire  of  muf- 
quetry,  an  end  was  at  once  put  to 
the  hopes  of  this  enterprizing  offi- 
cer, and  to  the  fortune  of  his  party 
ifl  Canada.  The  General  him- 
felf,  with  his  Aid  de  Camp,  fome 
otfier  officers,  and  moft  of  thofe 
who  were  near  his  perfon,  fell  up- 
on the  fpot.  The  command  de- 
volved upon  a  Mr.  Campbell,  who 
immediately    retired  withous  any 


farther  effort.  Whether  he  yielded 
too  eafily  to  the  firft  imprellion,  as 
the  Americans  alTerted,  it  Is  im» 
poffible  for  thofe  who  are  not  per- 
fciflly  acquainted  with  all  the  par- 
ticulars  to  determine. 

In  the  mean  time,  Arnold,  with 
a  body  of  thofe  troops  who  had 
originally  fignalized  themfelves  by 
the  memorable  expedition  under 
his  command  in  Canada,  fup* 
ported  by  fome  New- York  artil- 
lery,  made  their  attempt  on  that 
part  of  the  town  called  the  Saut  at 
Matelot,  and  having  penetrated 
through  St.  Roques,  they  attacked 
a  fmall  but  well -defended  battery, 
which  they  carried  with  confider- 
able  lofs,  after  an  hour's  fharp  en- 
gagement. They  had  likewife 
the  fortune  upon  this  occalion  to 
be  left  without  a  commander  ;  for 
Arnold's  leg  being  (battered  by  a 
fhot,  he  was  neceflarily  carried  ofF 
to  the  camp.  His  place  was,  how- 
ever, well  fuppHed  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  officers,  and  the  refo- 
lutionof  the  men  ;  who,  being  ig- 
norant of  Montgomery's  misfor- 
tune, were  fo  far  from  being  dif- 
pirited  by  their  own,  that  they 
pufhed  on  with  great  vigour,  and 
made  themfelves  maflers  of  another 
barrier. 

The  garrifon  now  being  reco- 
vered from  their  furprize,  and 
their  hands  cleared  in  all  other 
quarters,  had  time  to  attend  to  the 
fituation  of  Arnold's  divifion,  and 
to  perceive  the  opportunity  which 
was  offered  of  cutting  them  oiF, 
Their  fituation  was  fuch,  that  in 
attempting  a  retreat  they  mult 
pafs  for  a  confiderabie  way  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  walls,  expofed  to 
the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifon.  To 
render  their  tate  inevitable,  a  con- 
fiderabie detachment,  with  feveral 
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jield-picces,  iflued  through  a  gate 
which  commanded  that  pafTage, 
and  attacked  them  furioufly  in  the 
rear,  whilft  they  were  already  ful- 
ly occupied  in  every  other  part,  by 
the  troops  which  now  poured  upon 
them  from  all  quarters.  In  thefe 
defperate  circumftances,  without 
a  poflibility  of  efcape,  attacked 
on  all  fides,  and  under  every  dif- 
adyantage  of  ground  as  well  as 
number,  they  obftinately  defended 
^hemfelves  for  three  hours,  and  at 
length  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war. 

The  prifoi^ers  were  treated  with 
the  greate(l  humanity  by  General 
Carleton  ;  a  condud,  which  the 
habitual  military  feverity  of  his 
temper  rendered  the  more  ho- 
nourable. AH  enmity  to  Mont- 
gomery expired  with  his  life,  and 
JCcfpeft  to  his  private  charader  pre- 
vailed over  all  other  confiderations ; 
his  dead  body  received  every  pofli- 
ble  mark  of  diftinftion  from  the 
yi£lors,  and  was  interred  in  Que- 
bec with  all  the  military  honours 
4ue  to  a  brave  foldier.  It  appears, 
by  comparing  different  circum- 
Ifances  previous  and  fubfequent  to 
this  engagement,  that  the  rebels, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners, 
did  not  lofs  fewer  than  half  their 
number.  A  letter  from  Arnold, 
written  foon  after,  ftates  their  re- 
maining force  at  only  700  men. 

Thus  fell  Riqhard  Montgomery, 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  fa- 
mily in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
ferved  with  reputation  in  the  late 
war,  and  fell  in  the  prime  of  life. 
The  excellency  of  his  qualities  and 
difpofition  had  procured  him  an 
uncommon  (hare  of  private  affec- 
tion, as  his  abilities  had  of  public 
cllecm ;  and  there  was  probably 
no  man  engaged  on  the  fame  fide. 


and  few  on  either,  whofe  lofs 
would  have  been  fo  much  regretted 
both  in  E  igland  and  America.  He 
is  repr>  feated  as  a  real  and  eager 
lover  of  liberty  ;  and  having  mar- 
ried a  lady,  and  purchafed  an 
eftate  in  Nevv-York,  was  from 
thence  induced  to  confider  himfelf 
as  an  American.  Thus,  fay  hit 
friends,  he  was  led  by  principle 
to  quit  the  fweets  of  an  eafy  for- 
tune, the  enjoyment  of  a  loved  an4 
philofaphical  rural  life,  with  the 
higheft  dome  flic  felicity,  to  take? 
an  adiive  (hare  in  all  the  miferie^ 
and  dangers  of  the  prefent  trou- 
bles. He  had  undoubtedly  con- 
fiderable,  and  probably  great,  mi- 
litary abilities ;  and  it  remains  ta 
be  lamented,  that  a  man,  who 
feemed  fo  well  formed  to  fupport 
the  interefts  and  glory  of  his 
country  againft  her  natural  foes, 
fhould  have  perilhed  in  an,  unna- 
tural and  moft  unhappy  civil  con- 
teft.  In  America,  he  was  revered 
as  a  martyr  to  the  caufe  of  humaa 
nature,  and  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind. What  was  more  extraordi- 
nary, the  moft  powerful  fpeakers 
in  the  Britifh  parliament  difplayed, 
their  eloquence  in  praifmg  his  vir- 
tues and  lamenting  his  fate.  A 
great  orator,  and  veteran  fellow- 
foldier  of  his  in  the  late  war,  fhed 
abundance  of  tears,  whilft  he  ex-. 
patiated  on  their  faft  friendihip. 
and  participation  of  fervice  in  th^ 
feafon  of  enterpiize  and  glory.w 
Even  the  minifter  extolled  his 
virtues,  whilft  he  condemned  th&; 
rebellious  caufe  they  were  enfi^^ 
ployed  in,  and  the  fatal  eftedsr 
which  their  miftaken  application* 
had  produced. 

The  Governor  and  officers  ac- 
quired great  and  deferved  honour 
by  this  defence,  and  the  behavi- 
our 
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our  of  the  raw  garrifoii  would  have 
done  credit  to  veterans.  It  afford- 
ed an  inftance,  how  far  thecondufl 
and  example  of  a  few  brave  and 
experienced  officers  might  operate, 
Sn  rendering  the  raweft  and  worft- 
ibrmed  troops  refpedlable.  In- 
deed, the  emulation  arifing  be- 
tween the  different  orders  of  men 
which  compofed  the  garrifon,  pro- 
bably converted  an  apparent  weak- 
nefs  into  a  real  flrength. 

The  befiegers  immediately  quit- 
ted their  camp,  and  retired  ^bout 
three  miles  from  the  city,  where 
they  flrengthened  their  quarters  in 
the  beft  manner  they  were  able, 
heing  apprehenfive  of  a  purfuit 
and  attack  from  the  garrifon.  The 
latter,  however,  though  now  fu- 
perior  in  number,  were  unfit  for 
a  fervice  of  that  nature,  and  their 
able  Governor,  with  a  degree  of 
wifdom  and  fobriety  equal  to  his 
intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  content- 
ed him felf  with  the  unexpedled  ad- 
vantage and  fecurity  he  had  gain- 
ed, without  hazarding  the  fate  of 
the  province,  and  perhaps  of  Ame- 
rica, in  any  rafh  enterprize.  The 
city  was  now  completely  out  of 
danger,  and  the  great  fuccours 
Which  were  expefted  could  not 
fail  to  relieve  the  whole  province. 

By  the  death  of  Montgomery, 
the  command  of  the  American 
army  devolved  upon  Arnold,  whofe 
wound  rendered  him,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  unequal  to  fo  arduous  a  tafk. 
Their  perfeverance  was,  however, 
aftonifhing  in  their  circumftanccs. 
They  had  loll,  befides  their  Gene- 
ral, (in  whom  it  might  be  faid  all 
their  l»opes  and  confidence  refided) 


the  befl  of  their  officers,  and  the 
braveft  of  their  fellows,  with  a 
part  of  their  fmall  artillery.  The 
hope  of  ailiftance  was  diftant,  and, 
at  beft,  the  arrival  of  fuccours 
mufl  be  flow.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  Canadians,  befides  being 
naturally  quick  and  fickle  in  their 
refolutions,  were  peculiarly  djf- 
pofed  to  be  biafTed  by  fuccefs,  fo 
that  their  affiftance  now  grew  ex- 
tremely precarious.  The  feverity 
of  a  Canada  winter  was  alfo  far 
beyond  any  thing  they  were  ac- 
quainted with,  and  the  fnow  lay 
above  four  feet  deep  upon  a  level. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  it  required 
no  fmall  (hare  of  adivity,  as  well 
as  addrefs,  to  keep  them  in  any 
manner  together.  Arnold,  who 
had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon 
talents  in  his  march  into  Canada, 
(which  may  be  compared  to  the 
greateft  things  done  in  that  kind) 
difcovered  on  this  occafion  the  ut- 
moft  vigour  of  a  determined  mind, 
and  a  genius  full  of  refources.  De-^ 
feated  and  wounded  as  he  was,  he 
put  his  troops  into  fuch  a  fituation 
as  to  keep  them  flill  formidable. 
He  difpatched  an  expreft  to  Woo- 
fter,  who  was  at  Montreal,  to 
bring  fuccours,  and  to  affurae  the 
command;  but  as  this  could  not 
be  done  immediately,  he  bore  up, 
with  the  force  he  had,  againfl  the 
difficulties  with  which  he  was  fur- 
rounded.  From  that  time  the 
fiege  was  for  fome  months  con- 
verted into  a  blockade,  and  Ar- 
nold found  means  efredlually  to  ob- 
ftruft  the  arrival  of  any  fupplies  of 
provifions  or  neceifaries  in  the 
town. 


CHAP. 
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Virginia*  Pro'vinctal  Congrefs,  Powoder  removed  from  the  fnagaxine  at 
Williamjburgk  Con/equences  thereof.  AJfembly  con'vened.  Magazine 
rifled.  Lord  Dunmore  retires  on  board  afijip  ofnuar.  Various  tranf ac- 
tions befween  the  Go'vernor  and  the  aj/embly.  Report  from  the  Committet 
§f  Enquiry.  Refufal  of  the  Governor  to  go  on  Jhore  to  pafs  the  bills, 
Affembly  njoill  not  attend  him  on  hoard  the  Fo^jjey^  and  put  an  end  to  their 
fejjion.  Con'vention  of  Delegates  held.  Means  ufid  to  arm  the  pronjince. 
Declaration  to  jujlify  their  proceedings.  Lord  Dunmore  repulfed  in  his 
attempt  to  defroy  the  to'Wnof  Hampton,  Proclamation  for  martial  I a^w, 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  Negroes,  ABion  near  the  Great  Bridge, 
Connelly  taken  prifoner,  and  his  fcheme  for  raijing  the  Indians  and  thi 
Back  Settlers  t  d'fco'vered  and  frujl rated,  To^n  of  Norfolk  reduced  to 
ajhes  by  Lord  Dunmore,  Traufadions  in  South  and  North  Carolina, 
General  Gage  returns  to  England,  Command  of  the  army  at  Bojlon  ae- 
njol'ves  upon  General  Hoiue,  Continental  army  before  Bojlon  enliji  for  a 
fitvj  term.  Tonjon  of  Falmouth  cannonaded,  and  nearly  defrayed.  Lanxi 
pajfed  by  the  Jffembly  of  Maffachufet^ s  Bay,  for  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal.  Articles  of  confederation  propofed  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congrefs.  Commercial  refolution,  fufp ending  in  certain  cafes  the 
prohibition  <vuith  refpe£i  to  exportation  and  importation.  Declaration  in 
anf^er  to  the  royal  proclamation  ofthe2T,d  ofAuguft, 


DURING  thefe  proceedings 
in  Canada,  a  long  courfe  of 
jealoufy,  diftruft,  fufpicion,  and 
altercation,  between  the  Governor, 
and  the  major  part  of  the  governed, 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  finally 
terminated  in  open  hoftiiity,  and 
a  ruinous,  intedinal,  and  predatory 
war.  Thefe  unhappy  effeds  pro- 
ceeded (as  is  too  frequently  the 
cafe)  from  a  caufe  apparently  un- 
important ;  but  as  the  heat  of  con- 
troverfy  nourifhed  the  quarrel,  fo 
mutual  diftruft  and  apprehenfion 
fupplied  the  place  of  an  objed. 

The  people  of  that  colony,  as 
we  have  formerly  (hewn,  had  been 
at  lead  as  forward  as  any  other,  in 
all  the  common  afts,  of  fending 
Delegates  to  the  General  Congrefs,, 
acceding  to  its  decrees,  under 
whatever  from  or  title  they  were 
iifued,  and  in  the  inlUtuting  of 
.  Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


committees,  and  the  entering  into 
afibciations,  among  theroielves. 
They  were  alfo  among  the  freell 
in  expreiTmg  their  refolutiohs,  and 
the  readieft  in  (hewing  their  deter- 
mination, tofupport,  at  all  rifques 
and  events,  what  they  deemed,  or 
termed,  the  rights  of  America. 
But  in  other  refpefts,  the  greatelt 
order  and  quiet  was  preferred  in 
the  province  ;  and  notwithftanding 
the  uneafincfs  excited  by  the  pro- 
rogation or  difiblution  of  their 
aflemblies,  and  the  confequent 
expiration  of  their  militia  laws, 
(which,  in  a  country  where  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  are  in  a  llate 
of  flavery,  was  a  circumilance  of 
the  molt  alarming  nature,  and 
which  might  have  been  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences) 
yet  with  thefe  caufes  of  complaint, 
the  people  fecjied  to  pay  a  more 
[5]  thaa 
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than  common  degree  ©f  attention 
and  perfonal  regard,  to  the  Earl 
of  Dunmore,  their  Governor. 

In  this  ftateof  thinps,  however, 
the  want  of  a  legal  aflembly,  Teem- 
ing to  give  fome  fandlion  to  the 
holding  of  a  convention,  a  Provin- 
cial Congrefs  was  afTembled  in 
the  month  of  March,  1775,  who 
immediately  (under  the  cover  of 
an  old  law  of  the  year  1738,  which 
they  faid  to  be  ftill  efFeaive)  took 
meafures  for  arraying  the  militia ; 
but  to  fupply  in  fome  degree  thofe 
defeds  in  that  law,  to  remedy 
which,  as  they  pretended,  all  fub- 
fequentones  had  been  pafled,  they 
recommended  to  each  county  to 
raife  a  volunteer  company,  for  the 
better  defence  and  protedtion  of 
the  country. 

This  interference  in  the  militia, 
probably  alarmed  the  Governor, 
and  feems  to  have  been  the  caufe, 
that  rendered  the  public  magazine 
belonging  to  the  colony  in  the  ca- 
pital city  of  Williamlburg,  an  ob- 

Ap.  20,  1775.  henfion.  How- 
ever that  was,  he  foon  afterwards 
employed  the  Captain  of  an  armed 
vefTel,  which  lay  at  a  few  miles 
diftance  in  James  River,  with  a 
detachment  of  marines,  to  convey 
the  powder,  by  night,  from  the 
jnagaaine  on  board  his  (hip. 

Though  this  meafure  was  con- 
duced with  great  privacy,  it  was 
by  fome  means  difcovered  the  en- 
fuing  morning,  when  the  apparent 
fccrecy,  and  feeming  mylleriouf- 
nefs  of  the  aft,  increafed  the  con- 
fiernation  and  alarm  among  the 
inhabitants,  who  immediately  af- 
fembled  with  fuch  arms  as  they 
had  at  hand,  with  an  intention  of 
demanding,  or,  perhaps,  obtain- 
ing, reftitutioa  of  the  gunpowder. 


The  Mayor  and  corporatibn,  how- 
ever, prevented  their  proceeding 
to  any  extremities,  whilll  they  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  Governor, 
dating  the  injury,  reclaiming  the 
powder  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
Ihewing  the  danci;ers  to  which  they 
were  peculiarly  liable  from  the  in- 
fur  region  of  their  flaves;  a  cala- 
mity, which  had  for  fome  time 
been  particularly  apprehended,  and 
which  the  removal  of  their  only 
means  of  defence,  would  at  any 
time  have  accelerated. 

His  Lordlhip  acknowledged, 
that  the  gunpowder  had  been  re- 
moved by  his  order  ;  faid,  that  as 
he  had  heard  of  an  infurredlion  in 
a  neighbouring  county,  and  did 
not  think  it  fecure  in  the  maga- 
zine, he  had  it  conveyed  to  a 
place  of  perfeft  fecurity  ;  but  gave 
his  word,  that  whenever  an  infur- 
redlion  rendered  it  neceffary,  it 
Ihould  be  immediately  returned. 
He  alfo  faid,  that  it  had  been  re- 
moved in  the  night  to  prevent  giv- 
ing an  alarm  ;  exprefled  great  fur- 
prize  at  the  people's  affembling  in 
arms ;  and  obferved,  that  he  could 
not  think  it  prudent  to  put  powder 
into  their  hands  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

Whatever  fatisfdftion  this  an- 
fwer  might  have  afforded  to  the 
magiftrates,  they  prevailed  on  the 
people  to  retire  quietly  to  their 
houfes,  without  any  remarkable 
outrage,  that  we  can  learn,  having 
been  committed  ;  indeed  it  ap- 
peared, from  depofitions  after- 
wards taken  by  order  of  the  aflem- 
bly, that  the  officers  of  the  men  of 
war,  on  that  ftation,  and  particu- 
larly the  gentleman  who  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  rendered  himfelf 
obnoxious  by  removing  the  pow- 
der, appeared  publicly  in  the 
ftreets  during  the  time  of  thf 
greatest 
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greateft  commotion,  without  their 
receiving  the  fmatleft  infult.  A 
report  being,  however,  fpread  in 
the  evening,  that  detachments 
from  the  men  of  war  were  upon 
their  ma^ch  to  the  city,  the  people 
again  took  to  their  arms,  and  con- 
tinued all  night  upon  the  watch, 
as  if  in  expedation  of  an  attack 
from  an  enemy.  They  alfo  from 
this  time  increafed  their  night  pa- 
troles,  and  fhevred  an  evident  de- 
lign  to  proteft  the  magazine  from 
any  further  attempts. 

The  whole  value  of  the  powder 
and  arms  in  the  magazine,  or  any 
purpofe  to  which  they  were  capa- 
ble of  being  converted,  either  in 
the  hands  of  friends  or  enemies, 
feemed  very  inadequate  to  the 
alarm,  fufpicion,  and  difturbance, 
which  this  meafure  excited.  The 
quantity  of  powder  removed  a- 
inounted  only  to  fifteen  half  bar- 
rels, containing  fifty  pounds  each, 
of  a  very  ordinary  fort,  and  the  re- 
maining Hock  left  behind  in  the 
magazine,  to  about  fix  of  the 
fame  kind  ;  neither  does  it  appear 
that  the  number  of  ferviceable 
muikets  was  fufficient  to  anfwer  any 
eflential  purpofe,  or  even  to  juftify 
apprehenfion,  and  the  caution  of 
ftripping  thcfe  of  their  locks,  only 
marked  the  fufpicion  from  which 
it  proceeded.  A  confiderable 
quantity  of  old  arms,  and  com- 
mon trading  guns,  were  not  med- 
dled with.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
a£l  derived  its  only  importance, 
from  time,  manner,  and  circum- 
flance. 

The  Governor  feems  to  have 
"been  exceedingly  irritated  at  the 
behaviour  of  the  people  in  thefe 
commotions,  and  perhaps  refented 
too  highly,  for  fuch  times,  their 
aflcrabling  in  arms,  not  only  with- 


out, but  with  an  evident  intention 
to  oppofe  his  authority.  In  this 
warmth  of  temper  fome  threats 
were  thrown  out;  which  upon  a 
cooler  refleftion  would  probaWy. 
have  been  avoided,  '  Among  thefe, 
a  threat  of  fetting  up  the  royal 
ftandard,  of  enfranchizing  the  ne- 
groes, arming  them  againft  their 
mafters,  and  deftroying  the  city, 
with  other  expreflions  of  a  fimilar 
nature  and  tendency,  not  orily 
fpread  a  general  alarm  throughout 
the  colony,  but  excited  a  kind  of 
abhorrence  of  government^  and 
an  incurable  fufpicion  of  its  dfe- 
figns. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  public 
meetings    were  held    in    different 
counties,  in  all  of  which,  the  mea- 
fure of  feizing  and   removing  the 
powder,  as  well  as  the  Governor's 
threats,  were    reprobated    in    the 
ftrongeft  terms.     Some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Hanover, '^nd  other  of 
the   neighbouring  c'ddritjesj'  Wef-e 
not,  however,  Satisfied  with  fimpHe 
declaration^'.     They  aflVmbled  in 
arnis  to  a  c6n?ldeTablen-umf7er,'hn- 
d'er  the  conduft  of  a^  Mr.   Hehtf, 
who  was  one  of  the  prmrincial  De- 
legates  to  the  General  Congreft, 
^hd    marched  ■  toV{ra/ds   Willraifif- 
burg,  with  an  avowed  defign,  nbt 
orrly  to  obtain   reftitution'of  iKe 
gunpowder,  but  to  take  fuch   ef- 
feftual  meafures   fot    fecuring  the 
public  treafury,  as  Orould  preVenc 
its  experiencin'ga  fimilar  fate  ^vith 
the    rriagaz^ne.       A     negoctation 
was,  however,   entered  into  with 
the  magillrates,  when  they  had  ar- 
rived within  a  few   miles*  of  the 
city,  in  which  it  was  finally  fet- 
tled, tljat  the  Receiver-General  of 
the  colony's  fecuriiy,   for  paying 
thevalue  of  the  gunpowder,  ihould 
be    accepted    as    reftitution,    and 
Ifi]  2  that 
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that  upon  the  inhabitants  engaging 
for  the  future,  efFedually  to  guard 
both  the  treafury  and  magazine, 
theinfurgents  (hould return  to  their 
habitations. 

The  alarm  of  this  afFaif,  in- 
duced Lady  Dunmore,  with  the 
Governor*s  family,  to  retire  on 
board  the  Fowey  man  of  war  in 
James  River,  whilft  his  Lordfhip, 
with  the  aififtanceof  a  detachment 
of  marines,  converted  his  palace 
into  a  little  garrifon,  fortified  it  in 
the  bell  manner  he  was  able,  and 
furrounded  it  with  artillery;  A 
proclamation  from  the  Governor 
and  Council,  in  which  Henry  and 

''  his  followers  were  charged  with  re- 
bellious pra^ices,  in  extorting  the 
value  of  the  powder  from  the  Re- 
ceiver-General, and  the  prefent 
commotions  were  attributed  to  dif- 
afFedion  in  the  people,  and  a  de- 
iire  of  changing  the  eflablifhed 
form  of  government,  ferved  only 
to  afford  more  room  for  altercation, 
and  to  incrcafe  the  heat  and  dif- 
content.  Several  county  meetings 
were  held,  Henry's  conduft  vindi- 
cated and  applauded,  and  refolu- 
tions  paiTed,  that  at  the  rifque  of 
every  thing  dear,  he  and  his  fol- 
lowers fhould  be  indemnified  from 
all  fuffering,  lofs,  and  injury,  upon 
that  account.  The  charge  of  dif- 
affedion  was  peremptorily  denied, 
and  thofe  of  changing  the  form  of 
government,  and  caufing  the  pre- 
fent troubles,  retorted.  They  in- 
filled, that  they  wanted  nothing 
but  to  preferve  their  ancient  con- 

-  ftitution,  and  only  oppofed  inno- 
vations, and  that  all  the  dillurb- 
ances  fprung  from  the  Governor's 
late  conduft. 

As  there  are  times  when  all 
circumftances  feem  to  confpire,  to- 
wards the  nourifhmcnt  and  increafe 


of  political,  as  well  as  natural^ 
diforders,  fo  it  appeared  now  in 
Virginia,  every  thing  tending  to 
one  common  center  of  diftrull,  jea- 
loufy,  and  difcontent.  The  co- 
pies of  fome  letters  from  the  Go* 
vernor  to  the  Minifter  of  the  Ame- 
rican department,  were  by  fome 
means  procured,  and  public  and 
fevere  cenfures  palTed  upom  them, 
as  containing  not  only  unfavour- 
able, but  unfair  and  unjull  repre- 
fentations,  as  well  of  fads,  as  of 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the 
colony.  Thus  one  diftrull  begot 
another,  until  all  confidence  being 
totally  loll  on  both  fides,  every 
falfe  report  that  was  circulated, 
was  believed  on  either,  and  ferved 
for  its  time  to  keep  up  the  public 
fever. 

In  this  Hate  of  com-     r  ««  ,a 
1  j-r    J  lune  lit, 

motion  and  aiforder,up-    ■' 

on  the  arrival  of  difpatches  from 
England,  the  General  AlTembly 
was  fuddenly  and  unexpededly 
convened  by  the  Governor.  The 
grand  motive  for  this  meafure,  was 
to  procure  their  approbation  and 
acceptance  of  the  terms,  included 
in  Lord  North's  conciliatory  mo* 
tion,  and  the  parliamentary  refo- 
lutions  founded  thereupon.  His 
Lorilhip,  accordingly,  in  his 
fpeech,  ufed  his  utmoft  addrefs  to 
carry  this  favourite  point  ;  he 
Hated  the  favourable  difpofition  of 
parliament,  as  well  as  of  govern- 
ment, towards  the  colonies  ;  the 
moderation, equity, and  tendernefs, 
which  induced  the  prefent  advances 
towards  a  happy  reconciliation  ; 
he  dwelt  upon  the  jullice  of  their 
contributing  to  the  common  de- 
fence, and  bearing  an  equitable 
proportion  of  the  public  burthens, 
obferved,  that  as  no  fpecific  fun* 
was  demanded,  they  had  an  op- 
portunity 
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portunity  of  giving  a  free  fcope  to 
their  juftice  and  liberality,  and 
that  whatever  they  gave,  would  be 
a  free  gift,  in  the  fulleft  fenfe  of 
the  terms  ;  that  they  would  thus 
fhew  their  reverence  for  parlia- 
ment, and  manifeft  their  duty  and 
attachment  to  the  fovereign  ;  and 
the  kindnefs  with  which  it  would 
be  taken,  that  they  met,  on  their 
fide,  the  favourable  difpofition 
(hewn  on  the  other,  towards  bring- 
ing the  prefent  unhappy  difputes 
to  a  period.  He  alfo  took  pains 
to  convince  them,  from  the  pro- 
ceedings and  refolutions  of  parlia- 
ment, that  a  full  redrefs  of  all 
their  real  grievances,  would  be 
the  immediate  confequence  of  their 
compliance. 

The  firll  ail  of  the  aflembly, 
was  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
late  difturbances,  and  particularly 
to  examine  the  Hate  of  the  maga- 
zine, that  neceflary  meafures  might 
be  accordingly  taken  for  its  reple- 
nifhment.  Though  the  magazine 
was  the  property  of  the  colony,  it 
was  in  the  curtody  of  the  Go- 
vernor, who  appointed  a  keeper, 
fo  that  an  application  to  him  for 
admittance  was  neceflary.  During 
an  altercation  which  arofe  upon 
this  fubjeft,  and  before  the  order 
for  admittance  was  obtained,  fome 
people  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood broke  into  the  magazine,  and 
carried  off  fome  of  the  arms  ;  feve- 
ra!  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Bur- 
gcfies,  however,  ufed  their  per- 
fonal  intereft  and  application  in 
getting  as  many  of  them  as  they 
could,  returned.  It  appeared  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  that 
they  found  moll  of  the  remainder 
of  the  powder  buried  in  the  maga- 
zine yard,  where 'it  had  bten  de- 


pofited  by  the  Governor's  orders* 
and  fuffered  confiderable  damage 
from  the  rain  ;  the  depriving  the 
mufkets  of  their  locks  was  alfo 
now  difcovered,  as  well  as  the 
nakednefs  and  infufficiency  of  the 
magazine  in  all  refpefts.  Among 
other  matters  which  ferved  to  irri- 
tate the  people,  was  the  planting 
of  fpring-guns  in  the  magazine, 
(without  giving  any  public  notice 
of  fuch  a  mode  of  fecurity)  and 
fome  effeft  they  had  taken  at  the 
time  of  the  late  depredations. 

Whilft  the  Governor's  fpcecb, 
with  the  propofitions  which  it  re- 
commended, were  yet  under  the 
confideration  of  the  aflembly,  and 
before  their  addrefs  was  deter- 
mined upon,  his  lordftiip,  with 
his  lady  and  family,  quit-  ^  . 
ted  the  palace  privately,  * 

and  fuddenly,  at  night,  and  re- 
tired on  board  the  Fowey  man  of 
war,  which  then  lay  near  York- 
town,  on  the  river  of  the  fame 
name.  He  left  a  mefliage  for  the 
Houfe  of  Burgefl>s,  acquainting 
them,  that  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety,  as  he 
was  fully  perfuaded,  that  both 
himfelf  and  his  family  were  in 
conftant  danger  of  falling  facrifices 
to  the  blind  and  unmeafurable  fury 
of  the  people ;  that  fo  far  from  in- 
tending to  interrupt  their  fitting, 
he  hoped  they  would  fuccefsfully 
proceed  in  the  great  bufinefs  be- 
fore them  ;  that  he  would  render 
the  communication  between  him: 
and  the  Houfe  as  eafy  and  fafe  as 
poflible;  and  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  them 
to  fend  fome  of  their  members  to 
him  as  occafion  ftiould  require, 
than  to  have  the  trouble  of  moving 
their  whole  body  to  a  nearer  place. 
He  afl*ured  them*  that  he  fhould 
[JS]  3  »tten4 
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attendas  ufual  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  of  his  good  difpofition 
to  rellare  that  harmony  which  had 
been  fo  unhappily  interrupted. 

This  meilage  produced  a  joint 
addrefs,  from  the  Council  and 
Houfe  of  Burgefles  ;  declaring 
iheir  unbelief  that  any  perfons  in 
that  province,  could  meditate  fo 
Jiorrid  and^atrocious  a  crime  as  his 
lordlhjp  apprehended  ;  lamenting 
that  he  had  not  acquainted  them 
with  t|ie  ground  of  his  uneafinefs 
before  he  had  adopted  this  mea- 
{iife,  as  they  would  have  ufed  all 
pofiible  mea^s  to  have  removed 
every  caufe  of  his  difquietude  ; 
tliey  feared  that  his  removal  from 
the  feat  of  government  would  be  a 
means  of  increasing  the  uneafinefs 
which  unhappily  prevailed  among 
the  people  ;  declared  that  they 
would  chearfully  concur  in  any 
meafure  which- he  fliould  propofe 
for  the  fecurity  of  himfelf  and  his 
family  ;  obferving  how  impradi- 
cable  it  would  be  to  carry  on  the 
bufmefs  of  the  feflion  with  any  de- 
gree of  propriety  and  difpatch, 
whilft  he  was  at  fuch  a  dillance, 
and  fo  inconveniently  fituated. 
They  concludjcd  by  intreating  his 
return,  \yith  his;  lady  and  family, 
to  the  palace,  which  would  afford 
great  public  fatisfadion,  and  be 
the  likeliell  means  of  quieting  the 
minds  of  the  people, 

,  .|  Lord  Dunmore  returned 
'  *  a  written  anfwer,  in  which 
he  jufUfied  his ,  apprehenfions  of 
danger,  from  the  public  notoriety 
of  the  commotions  among  the  peo- 
ple, as  well  as  of  the  threats  and 
iBenaces  with  which  they  were  at- 
tended ;^Jb?lidef  complaints  of  the 
gener^ii^  condufl  and  difpofition  of 
tlie  Houfe  of  BurgeiTes,  hefpecified 
fcveral  charges  againil  that  body  : 


that  they  had  countenanced  the  vio- . 
lent  and  diforderly  proceedings  of 
the  people,  particularly  with  re- 
fped  to  the  magazine,  which  was 
forced  and  rifled  in  the  prefence  of 
fome  of  their  members ;  that  in-  . 
flead  of  the  commitment  of  thof? 
perfons  who  had  been  guilty  of  fo 
daring  and  heinous  an  offence, 
they  onlyendeavoured  to  procure  4 
reftitution  of  the  arms.  That  the 
Houfe,  or  its  Committee,  had  ven- 
tured upon  a  ftcp  fraught  with  the 
moll  alarming  confequences,  in  ap- 
pointing guards,  without  his  ap- 
probation or  confent,  under  pre- 
tence of  protefting  the  magazine, 

.  fhewing  thereby  a  defign  of  ufurp- 
ing  the  executive  power,  and  of 
fubverting  the  conftitution. 

He  obferved,  that  no  means 
could  be  effedual  for  affording  the 
fecurity  which  they  promifed  to 
concur  in,  but,  by  reinftating  him 
in  the  full  powers  of  his  office,  by 
opening  the  courts  of  jullice,  and 
reftoring  the  energy  of  the  laws  ; 
by  difarming  all  independent  com- 
panies, or  other  bodies  of  men, 
raifed  and  ading  in  defiance  of  le- 
gal authority  ;  by  obliging  the 
immediate  return  of  the  King's 
arms    and    llores ;    and    by,  what 

.  was  not  lefs  effential  than  any  other 
matter,  their  o\yn  example,  and 
their  endeavours  to  remove  that 
general  delufion  which  kept  the 
minds  of  the  people  in  a  continual 
ferment,  and  thereby  to  abolilh 
that  malice  and  fpirit  ofperfecu- 
tion,  whjch  now  operated  fo  dan- 
geroufly  againftall  thofe,  who  from 
duty  and  affedion  to  their  King 
and  country,  oppofed  the  prefenl 
meafures,  and  who  from  principle 
and  conviclion  differed  with  the 
multitude  in  political  opinion. 
That  thefe  were  the  means  to  af- 
ford 
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ford  the  fecurity  requifite  for  all  of  the  late  difturbances,  backed  by 

parties  ;  and  that,   for  the  accom-  the  depofitions  of  a  number  of  Bri- 

plifliment  of  thofe  ends,  together  tifh  merchants,  who  were  refident 

with  the  great  objeft  and  neceffary  in  different  and  remote  parts  of  the 

bufinefs  of  the  fefllon,  he  (hould  colony,  all  whofe  teltimony  tended 

have  no  objeftion  to  their  adjourn-  to  fhew    the    general    tranquillity 

ing  to  the  town  of  York,  where  he  which  prevailed    previous    to  the 

would  meet  them,  and  remain  till  late  affair  of  the  powder,  and  the 


the  bufinefs  was  finilhed. 

He  concluded  by  reprefenling, 
that  unlefs  they  bad  a  fincere  and 
a(flive  defire  of  feizing  the  oppor- 
tunity which  was  now  offered  by 
parliament,  of  eflablifliing  the 
freedom  of  their  country  upon  a 
fixed  and  known  foundation,  and 
of  uniting  themfelves  with  their 
fellow  fubje(5ls  of  Great  Britain  in 
one  common  bond  of  ihtereft  and 
mutual  alTiftance,  his  return  to 
Williamlburg  would  be  as  fruitlefs 
to  the  people,  as  it  might  poifibly 
lie  dangerous  to  himfelf;  ^)ut  that 
if  their  proceedings  manifelled 
that  happy  difpoTition,  he  would 
return  with  the  greateft  joy,  and 
confider  it  as  the  moil:  fortunate 
event  of  his  life,  if  they  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  be  an  inllrumcnt 
of  promoting  their  happinefs,  and 
of  being  a  (uccef^ful  mediator  be- 
tween them  and  the  fupreme  au- 
thority. 

The  mollifying"  terms  of  the 
conclufion,  were  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  removal  of  the  acrimony 
excited  by  thofe  fevere  charges  and 
implications,  which  were  contained 
in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  long 
niefTage.  It  accordingly  produced 
a  reply  of  an  uncommon  langth, 
under  the  form  of  an  addrcfs,  which 
was  fraught  with  all  the  bitternefs 
of  recrimination,  as  well  as  with 
defcnfive  arguments,  and  an  exa-p 
mination  of  fads.  The  Houfe  had 
pow  received  the  report  of  its 
ComniittQ?  reUtivc  ;o  the   caufes 


Governor's  declaration  relative  ta 
the  flaves,  the  latter  of  which,  fo 
far  as  it  was  believed,  having  par- 
ticularly irritated  the  people  ;  that 
notwithftanding,  quiet  and  order 
were  foon  every  where  reftored, 
and  ilill  continued  ;  that  there  was 
a  general  acquiefcence  every  where 
in  the  determinations  of  the  Gene* 
ral  and  Provincial  Congrefs  ;  but 
they  all  concurred  in  believing, 
that  the  people  had  no  defign  or 
wifh  of  an  independency  on  Great 
Britain  :  and  fome,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  had  a  moll  eager 
dcfire  for  fuch  a  connexion,  as  it 
flood  before  the  late  afts  of  parlia- 
ment ;  they  were  unanimous  in 
their  opinion,  that  a  redrefs  of  the 
grievances  complained  of,  would 
eftablifh  a  perfed  tranquillity,  and 
produce  a  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  ftate. 

To  refute  the  charges  or  infinua-. 
tions  of  difaffediou  and  difloyalty, 
the  Houfe  of  Burgefles  took  a  re- 
trofpedlive  view  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  and  of  feveral  tranf- 
adlions  in  the  colony,  for  fome 
years  back  ;  they  ftated  the  hap- 
pinefs which  they  derived  under 
the  conduct  of  former  Governors, 
as  a  ftrong  contrail  to  their  prefent 
fituation  ;  they  attributed  that  hap- 
pinefs, particularly  in  a  very  late 
inftance,  to  the  difcountenancing 
of  talebearers  and  malicious  in- 
formers, to  a  proper  examination 
of  every  fabjed,  and  the  taking  of 
nothing  upon  truftj  and,  fiaiilly. 
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to  the  tranfmitting  home  a  faith- 
ful reprefentation  of  things  in  the 
colony.  They  ftated  their  former 
conduct  and  behaviour  with  re- 
fpc6i  to  his  Lordfhip,  and  obferv- 
ed,  that  changes  feldom  happened 
Without  Tome  fufficient  caufe  ;  that 
refpeft  was  not  to  be  obtained  by 
force  from  a  free  people  ;  that  no- 
thing was  fo  likely  to  infure  it,  as 
dignity  of  charat^er,  a  candid  and 
exemplary  condud.  That  they  did 
not  mean  to  infinuate  his  Lord- 
fhip would,  defiguedly,  mifrepre- 
fent  fafts  ;  but  that  it  was  much 
to  be  feared,  he  too  eafily  gave 
credit  to  defigning  perfons,  who, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  commu- 
nity, pofleiTed  much  too  large  a 
fhare  of  his  confidence. 

They  controverted  the  fadls,  and 
examined,  with  great  feverity,  the 
reprefentations  and  charges  con- 
tained in  thofe  two  letters  to  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  which  we  have 
already  taken  notice  of  j  thefe 
they  reprefented  as  exceedingly  in- 
jurious and  unjuft,  as  founded  on 
mifconception,  mifmformation,  the 
height  of  colouring,  the  misdating, 
or  the  alTumption  of  fads,  without 
evidence.  They  then  proceeded 
to  juftify  the  Heps  which  had  been 
taken  with  regard  to  the  militia  ; 
their  fuppofed  countenance  to  the 
adls  done  concerning  the  maga- 
zine, and  the  other  matters  which 
iirft  excited,  and  afterwards  in- 
flamed, the  controverfy. 

1  The  Houfe  of  Bilrgefles 

"*■  *  alfo  prefented  their  addrefs 
in  anfwer  to  the  Governor's  fpeech, 
in  which  they  entered  into  a  long 
fiifcuffion  of  the  propofition  con- 
tained in  t1ie  parliamentary  refolq- 
tion,  founded  upon  Lord  North's 
conciliatory  motion.  This  they 
icombated  upon  the  fame  grounds^ 


and  with  a  variety  of  arguments  of 
the  fame  nature,  that  we  have 
formerly  ftated  j  and  they  ulti- 
mately declared,  that  as  it  only 
changed  the  form  of  opprefiion, 
without  leflening  its  burthen,  they 
could  not  clofe  with  its  terms. 
They  obferved,  however,  that 
thefe  were  only  offered  as  the  fen- 
timents  of  an  individual  part  of 
the  whole  empire  ;  and  for  a  final 
determination,  they  referred  the 
affair  to  the  General  Congrefs,  be- 
fore whom  they  would  lay  the  pa- 
pers. To  them  alfo  they  referred 
the  dlfcovery  of  that  proper  mode 
of  reprefenting  their  well-founded 
grievances,  which  his  Lordftiip 
aiTured  them,  would  meet  with  the 
attention  and  regard  fo  juftly  due 
to  them.  For  themfelves,  they 
made  the  following  declaration  ; 
**  We  have  exhaufted  every  mode 
of  application  which  our  invention 
could  fuggeft,  as  proper  and  pro- 
mifing.  We  have  decently  re* 
monllrated  with  parliament  ;  they 
have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old. 
We  have  wearied  our  K^ing  with 
fupplications  ;  he  has  not  deigned 
to  anfwer  us.  We  have  appealed 
to  the  native  honour  and  juftice  of 
the  BritKli  nation  ;  their  efforts  in 
our  favour  have  been  hitherto  in- 
effeaual." 

In  this  ftate  of  diftruft  and  ill- 
hu-mour  on  both  fides,  every  day 
afforded  new  ground  for  bickering, 
and  every  incident  freih  room  for 
sltercation,  fo  that  there  was  a 
continued intercourfe,  byaddreffes, 
meilages,  and  t^nfwers,  between 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeil'es  and  the 
Fowey.  This  was  a  fingular  fitua'. 
lion  ;  an  attempt  to  govern,  with- 
out choofing,  or  finding  it  fafe,  to 
fet  a  foot  on  fhore  in  the  couq^Ty 
to  be  governed. 

^      '     '■  At 
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At  length,  the  neceffary  bills 
having  pafled  the  aflembly,  and 
the  advanced  feafon  requiring  their 
attendance  in  their  feveral  coun- 
tries, the  Council  and  Burgefles 
jointly  intreated  the  Governor's 
prefence,  to  give  his  aflent  to  them 
3nd  finifh  the  feffion.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  though  the  bufinefs 
had  been  greatly  impeded  by  his 
abfence  from  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, and  they  had  fubmitted  to 
the  inconvenience  of  repeatedly 
fending  their  members  twelve  miles 
to  attend  his  Excellency  on  board 
a  (hip  of  war,  they  could  not  but 
think  it  highly  improper,  and  too 
great  a  departure  from  the  confti- 
tutiona!  and  accuftomed  mode  of 
tranfacting  their  bufinefs,  to  pre- 
fent  the  bills  to  him  at  any  other 
place  than  the  capital. 

Lord  Dun  more  in  his  anfwer 
was  fomewhat  rough.  He  infilled 
upon  his  right  of  calling  them  to 
any  place  in  the  colony,  where  the 
exigence  of  affairs  might  render 
their  attendance  neceflary.  He 
further  obferved,  that  as  he  had 
not  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  Affembly, 
Jie  knew  of  no  bills  of  importance, 
which,  if  he  were  inclined  to  rifque 
his  perfon  again  among  the  people, 
they  had  to  prefent  to  him,  nor 
whether  they  were  fuch  as  he  could 
afTent  to  if  they  had. 

To  obviate  thefe  objct^Ions, 
though  it  was  an  unprecedented 
aft,  the  Aflembly  fent  the  bills,  as 
well  as  other  papers  which  were 
afterwards  demanded,  on  board 
the  Fovyey,  for  his  infpedion. 
The  mofl  interefling  of  thofe  bills^ 
feemingly  to  all  parties,  was  that 
for  the  payment  of  the  forces,  who 
had  lately,  under  his  Lordfhip*s 
command^  fuffered  confiderably,  at 


the  fame  time  that  they  had  done 
efTential  fervice  to  their  country, 
by  their  bravery  and  fuccefs  in  the 
late  Indian  war.  This  bill  was 
objefted  to  by  the  Governor,  for 
its  impofing  a  tax  upon  the  Im- 
portation of  flaves,  and  for  fome 
informality  in  refpe£l  to  the  emif- 
fion  of  paper  money.  The  other 
bills  were  approved  of. 

This  produced  the  final  addrefs 
from  the  Houfe  of  BurgefTes,  in 
which  they  intreated  his  Excel- 
lency, that  he  would  meet  them 
the  enfuing  day  at  Williamfburg, 
to  pafs  the  bills  that  were  ready  ; 
exprefTed  their  hopes,  that  he  could 
not  ftill  entertain  any  groundlefs 
fears  of  perfonal  danger ;  but  de- 
clared, that  if  it  was  pofCble  he 
remained  under  fo  flrange  an  in- 
fluence, they  pledged  their  ho- 
nours, and  every  thing  facred,  for 
his  fecurity.  If  nothing  could  pre- 
vail, they  requeued  that  he  would 
grant  a  commifllon  for  pafHng  fuch 
bills  as  he  approved. 

Lord  Dunmore  perfifled  in  the 
objedions  he  had  made  to  the  bill ; 
faid  that  the  well-grounded  caufc 
he  had  for  believing  his  perfoa 
not  fafe  at  WilliaraQiurg,  had  in- 
creafed  daily.  That  he  therefore 
could  not  meet  them,  as  they  re- 
quefted,  at  the  capital ;  but  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  receive  the 
Houfe  on  the  following  Monday, 
at  his  prefent  refidence,  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  his  affent  to  fuch 
ads  as  he  fhould  approve  of. 

This  anfwer  put  an  end  to  all 
public  correfpondence  and  bufinefs 
between  the  Governor  and  colony. 
The  transferring  the  Legiflative 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  a  great  country  on  board  «| 
n>an  of  war,  was  evidently  not  tQ 
be  exped^ed.  Their  danger  in  fuch 
» iitua- 
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a  fituatiop,  i£  on  other  accounts  it 
were  poUiblc  they  could  put  them- 
fehes  into  it,  was  no  lefo  than 
Lord  Dunmore's  could  be  on  land. 
It  may,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  Governor's  Conduct  was  ope-: 
fated  upon  by  caufes,  or  influenced 
by  motives,  with  which  we  are 
finacquainted. 

Upon  receiving  the  foregoing 
anfwer,  the  Burgeflcs  paiTed  refo- 
lutions,  in  which  they  declared, 
th'at  the  mcfTage  requiring  them  to 
attend  the  Governor  on  board  a 
/hip  of  war,  was  a  high  breach  of 
their  rights  and  privileges.  That 
the  unreafonabie  delays  thrown 
into  their  proceedings,  and  the 
evafive  anfwers  to  their  fincere  and 
decent  addrefles,  gave  rhemreafon 
to  fear  that  a  dangerous  attack 
was  meditated  againli:  the  unhappy 
people  of  that  colony,  and  it  was 
therefore  their  opinion,  that  they 
Should  prepare  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  property,  and  their  inefti- 
inatle  rights  and  liberties.  And 
then,  llrongly  profefiing  loyalty  to 
the  King,  and  amity  to  the  mother 
country,  they  broke  up  their 
i*e/fion. 

'  Thus,  unhappily,  was  an  end 
put,,  for  the  prelenr,  to  the  Englifh 
government  in  the  colony  of  Vir- 
T  1  8  h  g^"^'^'  ^  convention 
Ju  y  i»t  .  ^^  delegates  was  foon 
appointed  to  fupply  the  place  of 
the  afTemhly,  who  having  an  un- 
limited confidence  repofcd  in  them 
by  the  people,  became  accordingly 
polfeii'ed  of  an  unlimited  power  in 
all  public  aiFairs.  Thefe  immedi- 
ately took  in  hand  the  raifing 
and  embodying  of  an  armed  force, 
as  well  as  the  providing  means  for 
its  fupport,  and  purfued  every  other 
meafure  which  could  tend  to  place 
the  colony  in  a  llrong  ilatp  of  de- 


fence. Whilft  they  were  purfuing 
thefe  dangerous  fleps,:  they  pub- 
lilhed  a  declaration  in  juftiHcation 
of  their  conduct,  tracing  the  moa- 
fures  that  led  to  thi^  pr^fcnt  un- 
happy Hate  of  public  affairs,  fet-r 
ting  forth  the  caufe  of  their  meet- 
ing, and  (hewing  the  neceflity  of 
immediately  putting  the  country 
in  a  pofture  af  defence,  for  the 
protedtion  of  their  lives,  liberties, 
and  properties.  They  concluded, 
as  the  alTembly  had  done,  with  the 
rtrongefl  profefllons  of  faith  and 
loyalty,  and  declared,  that  as,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  were  deter-r 
mined  at  the  peril  of  the  extremeft 
hazards,  to  maintain  their  juft 
rights  and  privileges,  fo  on  the 
other,  it  was  their  fixed  and  unaU 
terable  refolution,  to  diib'and  fuch 
forces  as  were  raifed  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  colony,  whenever 
their  dangers  were  removed,  and 
America  rcrtored  to  its  former  Hate 
of  tranquillity  and  happinefs. 

Whether  Lord  Dunmore  ex- 
pelled that  any  extraordinary  ad- 
vantages might  be  derived  from  an 
infurreflion  of  the  flaves,  or  that 
he  imagined  there  was  a  much 
greater  number  of  people  in  the 
colony,  who  were  fatibfied  with 
the  prefcnt  fyftem  of  government, 
than  really  was  the  cafe,  (a  mif- 
take,  and  an  unfortunate  one, which 
like  an  epidemical  diftemper,  feems 
to  have  fpread  through  all  our 
official  departments  in  America) 
upon  whatever  grounds  he  pro- 
ceeded, he  determined,  though  he 
relinquifhed  his  government,  not 
to  abandon  his  hopes,  nor  entirely 
to  lofe  fight  of  the  country  which 
he  had  governed.  He  accordingly, 
being  joined  by  thofe  friends  of 
government,  who  had  rendered 
themfelves   toQ  obnoxious   to  the 
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people  to  continae  with  ftfety  in 
the  country,  as  well  as  by  a  uijm> 
her  of  runaway  negroes,  and  fcp- 
ported  by  the  frigates  of  war  which 
were  upon  the  ftation,  endeavoured 
to  eftablifh  fuch  a  marine  force,  as 
would  enable  him,  by  means  of  the 
noble  rivers,  which  render  the  mod 
valuable  parts  of  that  rich  country 
acceflible  by  water,  to  be  always 
at  hand,  and  ready  to  profit  of  any 
favourable  occafion  that  offered. 

Upon  this,  or  feme  firailar  fy- 
ftem,  he  by  degrees  equipped  and 
armed  a  number  of  vcflels  of  diffe- 
rent kinds  and  fizes,  in  one  of 
which  he  conftantly  refided,  never 
fetting  his  foot  on  ihore  but  in  a 
hoftile  manner;  the  force  thus  put 
together,  was,  however,  calculated 
only  for  depredation,  and  never 
became  equal  to  any  effential  fer- 
vice.  The  former,  indeed,  was  in 
part  a  matter  of  neceffity,  for  as 
the  people  on  fliore  would  not  fup- 
ply  thofe  on  board  with  provifions 
or  ne<i(efraries,  they  muft  either 
ftarve,  or  provide  them  by  force. 
The  Virginians  pretend,  that  while 
the  depredations  were  confined  to 
thofe  neceflary  objects,  the  refpedl 
which  ihey  bore  to  the  rank  and 
office  of  their  governor,  prevented 
his  meetingvviih  any  refiftance;  but 
their  nature  was  fbon  changed  into 
open  and  avowed  hoilility.  Obnoxi- 
ous perfons,  they  faid,  were  feized 
and  carried  on  board  the  fhips ; 
plantations  ravaged  and  del^royed  ; 
the  negroes  carried  offj  houfes 
^urnt,  and  at  length  lives  loft  on. 
both  fides.  In  one  of  thefe  expedi- 
tions, his  Lordihipdeitroycd  a  num- 
ber of  iron  cannon,  and  carried  off 
fome  otiiers.  which  he  fuppofed 
were  pro vi Jed  for  the  purpoies  of 
rebellion,  though  the  Virginians 
a/Tef  I  they  were  111 ip  guns.  Thefe 
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proceedings  occafioned  the  fending 
of  fome  detachments  of  the  new- 
ralfed  forces  to  proteft  the  coafts, 
and  from  thence  enfued,  a  fmall, 
mifchievous,  predatory  war,  inca- 
pable of  affording  honour  or  be- 
nefit, and  in  which,  at  length, 
every  drop  of  water,  and  every  ne- 
ceffary,  was  purchafed  at  the  price 
or  the  rifque  of  blood. 

During  this  ftate  of  hoftility,  he 
procured  a  few  foldiers  from  dif* 
ferent  parts,  with  q^.  2;^. 
whole  aujftance,  an  •* 

attempt  was  made  to  burn  a  port- 
town,  in  an  important  fituation, 
called  Hampton.  It  feems  the  in- 
habitants) had  fome  previous  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  defign,  for  they  had 
funk  boats  in  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  thrown  fuch  other 
obftacles  in  the  way,  as  rendered 
the  approach  of  the  fhips,  and  con- 
fcquently  a  landing,  impradicable 
on  the  day  in  which  the  attack  was 
commenced.  The  fhips  cut  a  paf- 
fage  through  the  boats  in  the  night, 
and  began  to  cannonade  the  towa 
furioully  in  the  morning;  but  at 
this  critical  period,  they  were  re- 
lieved from  their  apprehenfions 
and  danger,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
detachment  of  rifle  and  minute 
men  from  Williamlburg,  who  had 
marched  all  night  to  their  affill. 
ance.  Thefe,  joined  with  the  in- 
habitants, attacked  the  fhips  fo 
vigoroufly  with  their  fmall  arms, 
that  they  were  obliged  precipitately 
to  quit  their  ftation,  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  men,  and  of  a  tender  which 
was  taken. 

In    confequence    of    ^^^^      ^^ 
this  repulle,  a  proqla-  ' 

mation  was  iffued  by  the  Governor, 
dated  on  board  the  fhip  William, 
off  Norfolk,  declaring,  that  as  the 
civil  1^\Y  w^s  at  prefent  infuiiicient 
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to  prevent  and  punifli  treafon  and 
traitors,  martial  law  (hould  take 
place,  and  be  executed  throughout 
the  colony;  and  requiring  all  per- 
fons  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  re- 
pair to  his  Majefly*s  ftandard,  or 
to  be  confidered  as  traitors*  He 
alfo  declared  all  indented  fervants, 
negroes,  or  others,  appertaining 
to  rebels,  who  were  able  and  wil- 
ling to  bear  arms,  and  who  joined 
Iiis  Majefty*s  forces,  to  be  free. 

This  raeafure  of  emancipating 
the  negroes,  excited  lefs  furprize, 
and  probably  had  lefs  efFeiSl  in  ex- 
citing the  defired  infurreflion,  from 
its  being  fo  long  threatened  and 
apprehended,  than  if  it  had  been 
more  immediate  and  unexpeded. 
It  was,  however,  received  v.ith  the 
greateft  horror  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  has  been  feverely  condemned 
elfevvhere,  as  tending  to  loofen  the 
bands  of  fociety,  to  deftroy  do- 
Jneftic  fecurity,  and  encourage  the 
moft  barJDarous  of  mankind,  to  the 
tommilFion  of  the  mnft  horrible 
crimes,  and  the  moft  inhuman 
cruelties;  that  it  was  confounding 
/he  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and 
cxpofjng  thof^  who  were  the  beft 
friends  to  government,  to  the  fame 
lofs  of  property,  danger,  and  de- 
ftrui-'tion,  with  the  moil  incorrigi- 
ble rebels.  It  was  faid  to  eftabHih 
a  precedent  of  a  moft  dangerous 
nature  in  the  ndvy  world,  by  giv- 
ing a  legal  fandion  to  the  arraying 
and  embodying  of  x^frican  negroes, 
to  appear  in  arms  againft  white 
men,  and  to  encounter  them  upon 
an  equal  footing  in  the  iield  ;  for 
however  founded  dilHndlions  with 
refpeft  to  colour  may  appear,  when 
examined  by  the  lefts  of  nature, 
reafon,  or  philofophy,  while  things 
continue  in  their  prefent  ftaie, 
"Vi-iiilc  cc^iaierce,  luxnry,  and  »vii- 


rice,  render  flavcry  a  principal 
objeft  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
every  European  power  that  pojfTeftes 
dominion  in  America,  the  idea  of 
a  pre-eminence  muft  always  be 
cherifhed,  and  confidered  as  a  ne- 
ceftary  policy.  This  meafure  is 
perhaps  liable  to  be  charged  with 
another  political  fault,  which  has 
attended  too  many  others  that  have 
been  lately  adopted  with  refpefl  to 
America,  viz.  that  of  violent  irri- 
tation, without  affording  any  ade- 
quate benefit. 

The  proclamation ,  however,  with 
Lord  Dunmore*s  prefence,  and  the 
encouragement  of  the'fmall  marine 
force  he  had  with  him,  produced, 
for  the  prefent,  fome  efrefl  in  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  and  the  adjoin- 
irig  country,  where  many  of  the 
people  were  well  afteded  to  go- 
vernment. He  was  accordingly 
joined  by  fome  hundreds  both  of 
blacks  and  whites,  and  many 
others,  who  did  not  chufe  to  take 
an  atlive  part,  publickly  abjured 
the  Congreff,  with  all  its  afts,  and 
all  conventions  and  committees, 
whatever.  It  is  probable  that  Lord 
Dunmore  now  hoped,  that  the  fa- 
cility and  good  difpofition  which 
he  experienced  here,  would  have 
been  fo  general,  as  to  enable  him 
to  raife  a  confiderable  armed  force, 
and  thus,  perhaps,  without  any 
fjDreign  affiftance,  to  have  the  glory 
of  reducing  one  part  of  the  pro- 
vince by  the  means  of  the  other. 

This  pleafing  hope  was  inter- 
rupted by  intelligence,  that  a  party 
of  the  rebels  were  marching  to- 
wards them  with  great  expedition. 
To  obftrucl  their  defigns,  and  pro- 
teft  the  well-affedled,  he  took  pof, 
feffion  of  a  poft  called  the  Great- 
Bridge,  which  lay  at  fome  miles 
diiUnce  from  Norfolk,  and  was  a 
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pafs  of  great  confequence,  being 
the  only  way  by  which  they  could 
approach  to  that  town.  Here  he 
conftruded  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk 
fide  of  the  bridge,  which  he  fur- 
niflied  well  with  artillery,  and  ren- 
dered as  defenfible  as  the  time 
would  admit.  Notwithftanding  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  in  this  quar- 
ter, which  included  two  fmall 
counties,  it  does  not  appear  that 
his  force  was  at  all  condderable, 
either  as  to  number  or  quality;  he 
had  indeed  about  200  regulars,  in- 
cluding the  grenadiers  of  the  14th 
regiment,  and  a  body  called  the 
Norfolk  volunteers ;  the  reft  were 
a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and 
whites.  The  enemy,  under  the 
command  of  a  Colonel  Woodford, 
fortified  themfelvcs  alfo,  within 
\efs  than  cannon  Ihot  of  our  people  5 
they  had  a  narrow  caufeway  in 
their  front,  which  muft  be  pafled 
to  come  at  their  works,  fo  that 
both  parties  feemed  pretty  well  fe- 
cured  from  furprize. 

In  this  ftate  they  continued  quiet 
on  both  fides  for  fome  days,  until  at 
length  a  defjgn  was  formed,  of 
furprizing  the  rebels  in  their  en- 
yw  ,     trenchments.    This  was 

*  ^  *  undertaken  before  day- 
light. Capt.  Fordyce,  at  the  head 
of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to 
about  fixiy,  led  the  attack.  They 
boldly  pafled  the  caufeway,  and 
marched  up  to  the  entrenchments 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  with, a 
coolnefs  and  intrepidity,  which 
iirft  excited  the  aftonilhment,  and 
afterwards  the  praife  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  for  they  were  not  only  ex- 
pofed  naked  to  the  fire  in  front,  but 
enfiladed  by  another  p^irt  of  the 
works.  The  brave  Captain,  with 
feveral  of  his  men,  fell ;  the  Lieu- 
tenant, with  others,  were  taken. 


and  all  the  farvivors  of  the  grena- 
dier company,  whether  prifoners  or 
not,  were  wounded. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the 
fort,  enabled  our  people  to  retire 
without  purfuit,  as  well  as  to  carry 
ofFmany  of  their  deadandwoundcdi 
It  will  excite  no  great  furprize, 
that  the  flaves  in  tjiis  engagement, 
did  more  prejudice  to  our  owa 
people,  than  to  the  enemy.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  we  were  led  into 
this  unfortunate  affair,  through  the 
defigned  falfe  intelligence  of  a 
pretended  deferter,  who  was  tu- 
tored for  the  purpofe :  however 
that  may  be,  it  was  grievous,  that 
fuch  uncommon  bravery  fliould  be 
fquandered  to  no  purpofe.  Capt. 
Fordyce  was  interred  with  every 
military  honour  by  the  viclors, 
who  fhewed  due  refpeft  to  his  for- 
mer merit,  as  well  as  to  the  gal- 
lantry which  fignalized  his  laft 
moments.  The  Englifh  prifoners 
were  treated  with  great  kindnefs; 
the  Americans  who  had  joined  the 
king's  ftandard,  with  equal  rigour. 

The  King's  forces  retired  from 
the  poft  at  the  Great-Bridge  the 
enfuing  night,  without  any  other 
lofs  than  a  few  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  fome  trifling  ftores  which  they 
left  behind;  and  as  all  hopes  ia 
this  quarter  were  now  at  an  end. 
Lord  Dun  more  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  abandon  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Norfolk,  and  re- 
tired again  with  his  people  oi> 
board  the  (hips,  which  were  con- 
fiderably  increafed  in  number,  by 
thofe  which  they  found  in  that  port. 
Many  of  the  well-affefted,  (or  To- 
ries, which  was  the  appellatioa 
now  given  to  them  throughout 
America)  thought  it  prudenc,  vvitl\ 
their  families,  to  feek  the  fame 
afylum,  whither  they  alfo  carried 
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the  moft  portable  and  valuable  of 
their  efFefts.  Thus  his  Lordfiiip 
formed  a  confiderable  fleet,  with 
refped  to  the  number  of  veiTe Is  and 
tonnage,  and  thefe  were  alfo  croud- 
ed  with  people  ;  but  the  Ihips  were 
without  force,  and  contained 
jnouths  without  hands  fit  to  navi- 
gate them.  The  rebels  took  pof- 
feffion  of  Norfolk,  and  the  fleet 
moved  to  a  greater  dillance. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  a 
fcheme  had  been  in  agitation,  for 
raifing  a  confiderable  force  at  the 
back  of  the  colonies,  particularly 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas, 
where  it  was  known  there  were 
many  well  afFedled  to  the  King*s 
government ;  it  was  hoped  that 
fome  of  the  Indian  nations  might 
be  induced  to  become  parties  in 
this  defign  ;  and  that  thus  united, 
they  not  only  would  make  fuch  a 
diverfion,  as  muft  greatly  alarm 
and  dillrefs  the  rebels,  but  that 
they  might  penetrate  fo  far  towards 
the  coafts,  as  to  form  a  jundion 
with  Lord  Dunmore.  One  Con- 
nelly, a  native  of  Penfylvania,  an 
adlive  enterprizing  man,  who  feems 
to  have  been  well  calculated  for 
fuch  an  undertaking,  was  the 
framer  of  this  defign ;  and  his 
projeft  being  approved  by  Lord 
Dunmore,  he  wiih  great  difficulty 
and  danger  carried  on  a  negoci- 
ation  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  and 
his  friends  among  the  back  fettlers, 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  This  having 
fucceeded  to  his  fatisfadlion,  he 
tetumed'  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who 
fent  him  with  the  necefTary  ere- 
dentials  to  Bofton,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  commiflion  from  General 
Gage,  to  aft  as  colonel  comman- 
dant, with  affurances  of  fupport 
and  afCftance,  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  appointedi   It  was  in- 


tended, that  the  garrffoYis  which 
we  had  at  Detroit,  and  fome  other 
of  the  remote  back  forts,  with 
their  artillery  and  ammunition, 
fhould  be  fublervient  to  this  de- 
fign, and  the  adventurer  expefted 
to  draw  fome  alTirtance,  at  leaft,  of 
volunteers  and  officers,  from  the 
nearelt  parts  of  Canada.  He  was 
to  grant  all  commiffions  to  the 
officers,  and  to  have  the  fupreme 
direction  in  every  thing  of  the  new 
forces,  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
in  fufficient  condition,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  Virginia  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  meet  Lord  Dun- 
more, at  a  given  time  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alex- 
andria, upon  the  river  Potowmac, 
who  was  to  bring  fuch  a  naval 
force,  and  other  affiftance,  as  was 
deemed  neceflary  for  the  purpofe. 
It  was  alfo  a  part,  and  not  the 
leaft  comprehenfive,  of  this  plan,  to 
Cut  off  the  communication  between 
the  northern  and  fouthern  colo- 
nies. 

Thus  far,  affairs  feemed  to  look 
well  with  our  adventurer;  but  on 
his  road  through  Maryland  to  the 
fcene  of  adion,  and  when  he  was 
fo  far  advanced  that  the  woril 
feemed  nearly  over,  the  vigilance, 
or  fufpicious  temper  of  one  of  the 
comrTiittees  unfortunately  fruftrat- 
ed  aU  his  hopes.  Being  taken  up  on 
fufpicion,  with  two  of  his  aflbciates 
who  travelled  along  with  him,  his 
papers  betrayed  every  thing ;  among 
thefe  was  the  general  fcheme  of 
the  defign,  a  letter  from  Lord 
Dunmore  to  one  of  the  Indian 
chiefs,  with  fuch  other  authentic 
vouchers,  as  left  nothing  to  he 
doubted.  The  papers  were  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  Congrefs^  and  thd 
undertakers  fent  to  prifon. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Joyalifcs 
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loyalifts  were  very  lenient  to  thofe 
whd  differed  with  ihem  in  politi- 
cal opinions,  during  the  fhort  time 
of  their  fuperiority  in  the  country 
adjoining  to  Norfolk,  fo  now, 
upon  the  turn  of  affairs,  the  ob- 
taining a  plaufible  (hew  of  judice, 
under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  af- 
forded fuch  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity for  the  praftice  of  feverity, 
and  the  gratification  of  private 
pique,  and  natural  malignity,  on 
the  otlrer  fide,  as  is  never  known 
to  be  negle£led  by  any  party  in 
fimilar  circumftances.  For  though 
many  had  taken  Ihelter  on  board 
the  (hips,  a  much  greater  number 
remained  behind,  fome  being  wil- 
ling to  hazard  fome  danger,  ra- 
ther than  abandon  their  property  ; 
others  hoping  that  their  conduct, 
from  its  moderation,  would  bear 
enquiry  ;  and  the  majority,  from 
their  having  no  profped  of  fubfill- 
ence  if  they  quitted  home,  and  an 
expeftation  that  their  obfcurity 
would  fave  them  from  notice.  To 
conclude,  fuch  charges  of  oppref- 
fion,  injullice,  and  cruelty,  were 
made  on  both  fides,  as  are  ufually 
done  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  in 
the  fleet  were  diftrefi"ed  for  provi- 
fions  and  nccefiiaries  of  every  fort, 
and  were  cut  off  from  every  kind 
of  fuccour  from  the  fhore.  This 
occafioned  conftant  bickering  be- 
tween the  armed  fhips  and  boats, 
and  the  forces  that  were  ftationed 
on  the  coaft,  particularly  at  Nor- 
folk. At  length,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  Liverpool  man  of  war  from 
England,  a  flag  was  fent  on  fhore, 
to  put  the  quetiion,  whether  they 
would  fupply  his  Majerty*s  fhips 
with  provifions  ?  which  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  negative,  and  the 
ihij^t  in  the  harbour  being  con- 


tinually annoyed  by  the  fire  of  the 
rebels,  from  that  part  of  the  town, 
which  lay  next  the  water,  it  wa» 
determined  to  diflodge  them  by 
deilroying  it.  Previous  notice  be- 
ing accordingly  given  to  the  ia- 
habitants,  that  they  might  remove 
from  the  danger,  the  firft  day  of 
the  new  year  was  fignalized  by  the 
attack,  when  a  violent  cannonade, 
from  the  Liverpool  frigate,  two 
Hoops  of  war,  and  the  Governor'a 
armed  fhip  the  Dunmore,  feconded 
by  parties  of  the  failors  and  ma- 
rines, who  landed  and  fet  fire  to 
the  neareft  houfes.  foon  produced 
the  defired  efFeft,  and  the  whole 
town  was  reduced  to  afhes. 

It  nppears  from  a  gazette  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Governor's  fhip,  (who 
had  removed  the  printing  prefs 
and  materials  thither  from  Nor- 
folk) that  it  was  only  intended  to 
deftroy  that  part  of  the  town  which 
was  next  the  water;  but  that  the 
rebels  compleated  the  deftrudion, 
by  fetting  fire  to  the  back  and  re- 
mote ftreets,  which,  as  the  wind 
was  in  their  favour,  would  have 
otherwife  be^n  fafe  from  the  fury 
of  the  flames.  It  is  not,  however, 
eafy  to  prefcribe  limits  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  fire  in  fuch,  or  indeed 
in  any  circumflances.  A  few  of 
thofe  who  landed,  as  well  as  of  the 
rebels,  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfor- 
tunate  town  of  Norfolk,  the  mofl 
confiderable  for  commerce  in  the 
colony,  and  fo  growing  and  flou- 
rifhing  before  thefe  unhappy  trou- 
bles, that  in  the  two  years  front 
1773  to  1775,  the  rents  of  thji 
houfes  increafed  from  8000  to 
10,000  pounds  a  year.  The  whole 
lofs  is  eilimated  at  above  300,000!. 
However  juft  the  caufe,  or  urgent 
the  neceiHty,  which  induced  thi$ 
meafurff. 
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meafure,  it  was  undoubtedly  a 
grievous  and  odious  tafk  to  a  go- 
vernor, to  be  hinifelf  a  principal 
aflor,  in  burning  and  deftroying 
the  beft  town  in  his  government. 
The  rebels,  after  this  tranfaftion, 
to  cut  off  every  refource  from  the 
ihips,  and  partly  perhaps  to  pu- 
nifli  the  wcll-afFc6led,  burnt  and 
deftroyed  the  houfes  and  planta- 
tions within  reach  of  the  water, 
apd  obliged  the  people  to  remove, 
with  their  cattle,  provifions,  and 
portable  effeds,  farther  into  the 
country. 

Nor  was  the  fituation  of  other 
governors  in  America,  much  more 
eligible  than  that  of  Lord  Dun- 
more.  In  South  Carolina,  Lord 
William  Campbell,  having,  as  they 
faid,  entered  into  a  ncgociation 
with  the  Indians,  for  coming  in  to 
the  fupport  of  government  in  that 
province, and  having alfo  fucceeded 
m  exciting  a  number  of  thofe  back 
fettlers,  whom  we  hav«  heretofore 
feen  dillinguilhed  in  the  Carolinas, 
under  the  title  of  Regulators,  to 
efpoufe  the  fame  caufe,  the  difco- 
very  of  thefe  meafures,  before  they 
were  fufficiently  ripe  for  execution, 
occafioned  fuch  a  ferment  among 
the  people,  that  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  retire  from  Charles- 
Town  on  board  a  fhip  of  war  in 
the  river,  from  whence  he  returned 
no  more  to  the  feat  of  his  govern- 
ment. In  the  mean  time  a  Mr. 
Drayton,  who  was  judge  of  the 
fuperior  court,  and  one  of  the  moft 
leading  men  in  the  colony,  marched 
Ivith  a  ftrong  armed  force  to  the 
back  fettlements,  where  a  treaty 
was  concluded  between  him  and 
the  leaders  of  the  Regulators,  in 
which  the  differences  between  them 
were  attributed  to  mifinformation, 
a  mifunderilanding  of  each  others 


views  and  defigns,  and  a  tender* 
nefs  of  confcience  on  the  fide  of 
the  latter,  which  prevented  their 
figning  the  aflbciations,  or  purfu- 
ing  any  meafures  againft  govern- 
ment; but  as  they  now  engaged, 
neither  by  word  nor  ad  to  im- 
pede or  contravene  fuch  proceed- 
ings as  fhould  be  adopted  and  pur- 
fued  by  the  province  in  general, 
nor  to  give  any  information,  aid, 
or  afhllance,  to  fuch  Britifli  troops 
as  ihould  at  any  time  arrive  in  it, 
fo  they  were  to  be  entirely  free  in 
their  condu(5l  otherwife,  to  enjoy  a 
fafe  neutrality,  and  to  fuffer  no 
moleftation,  for  their  not  taking 
an  a6live  pare  in  the  prefent  trou- 
bles. 

The  government  of  the  province 
was  lodged  in  a  council  of  fafcty 
confiding  of  13  perfons,  with  the 
occafional  afTiftance  of  a  committee 
of  ninety-nine.  As  they  had  in* 
telligence  that  an  armament  was 
preparing  in  England,  which  was 
particularly  intended  againft  it,  no 
means  were  left  untried  for  its  de- 
fence, in  difciplining  the  forces, 
procuring  arms  and  gunpowder, 
and  particularly  in  fortifying  and 
fecuring  Charles-Town. 

Similar  meafures  were  purfued  in 
North-Carolina,  (with  the  diifc- 
rence  that  Governor  Martin  was 
more  aftive  and  vigorous  in  his 
proceedings)  but  attended  with 
as  little  fuccefs.  The  Provincial 
Congrefs,  Committees,  and  Go- 
vernor were  in  a  continued  ftate  of 
the  moll  violent  warfare*  Upon 
a  number  of  charges,  particularly 
of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  ex- 
citing an  infurre^lion  among  the 
negroes,  he  was  declared  an  enemy 
to  America  in  general,  and  to  that 
colony  in  particular,  and  all  per- 
fons forbidden  from  holding  any 

com^ 


HISTORY  OF    EUROPE, 


[33 


communication  with  him.  Thefe 
declarations  he  anfwered  with  a 
proclamation  of  uncommon  length, 
which  the  Provincial  Congrefs  re- 
folved  to  be  a  falfe,  fcandalous, 
fcurrilous,  malicious,  and  feditious 
libel,  and  ordered  to  be  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man. 

As  the  Governor  expefted  hj 
means  of  the  back  fettlers,  as  well 
as  of  the  Scotch  inhabitants  and 
Highland  emigrants,  who  were  nu- 
merous in  the  province,  to  be  able 
to  raife  a  confiderable  force,  he 
took  pains  to  fortify  and  arm  his 
palace  at  Newbern,  that  it  might 
anfvver  the  double  purpofe  of  a 
garrifon  and  magazine.  Before 
this  could  be  efFeded,  the  moving 
of  fome  cannon  excited  fuch  a 
commotion  among  the  people,  that 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  abandon 
the  palace,  and  retire  on  board  a 
floop  of  war  in  Cape  Fear  river, 
Thepeople,  upon  this  occafion,dif- 
covered  powder,  (hot,  ball,  and 
various  military  ftores  and  imple- 
ments, which  had  been  buried  in 
the  palace  garden  and  yard  ;  this 
ferved  to  inflame  them  exceed- 
ingly, every  man  confidering  it  as 
if  it  had  been  a  plot  againll  him- 
felf  in  particular. 

In  other  refpefls,  the  province 
had  followed  the  example  of  their 
neighbours  in  South-Carolina,  by 
eilablilhing  a  council  and  com- 
mittees of  fafety,  with  other  fub- 
ftitutes  for  a  regular  and  perma- 
nent government.  They  alfo  pur- 
fued  the  fame  methods  of  provid- 
ing f5r  defence,  of  raifing,  arm- 
ing and  fupporting  forces,  and  of 
training  the  militia,  and  lljewed 
equal  vigour  and  eagernefs  in  all 
their  proceedings.  The  Provincial 
Congrefs  publiftied  «n  addrefs  to 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh  em- 
pire, of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe 
we  have  formerly  feen  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
containing  the  fame  profeflions  of 
loyalty  and  affeflion,  and  declaring 
the  fame  earnefl  defire  of  a  recon- 
ciliation. 

General  Gage  having  returned 
in  the  beginning  of  Odlober  to 
England,  the  command  in  chief 
of  the  army  at  Bofton  devolved 
upon  General  Howe,  who  foon  af- 
ter ifTued  a  proclamation,  by  which, 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  attempted 
to  quit  the  town  without  licence, 
were  condemned  to  military  execu- 
tion, if  detedled  and  taken,  and  if 
they  efcaped,  to  be  proceeded 
again  ft  as  traitors,  by  the  for- 
feiture of  their  efFeds.  By  another, 
fuch  as  obtained  permiffion  to  quit 
the  town,  were  reftrained  by  fevere 
penalties,  from  carrying  more  than 
a  fmall  fpecificd  fum  of  money 
with  them.  He  alfo  enjoined  the 
figning  and  entering  into  an  aflb- 
ciation,  by  which  the  remaining 
inhabitants  offered  their  perfons 
for  the  defence  of  the  town,  and 
fuch  of  them  as  he  approved  of, 
were  to  be  armed,  formed  into 
companies,  and  inllrufled  in  mi- 
litary exercifes  and  difcipline,  the 
remainder  being  obliged  to  pay 
their  quotas  in  money  towards  the 
common  defence. 

As  the  limited  term,  for  which 
the  foldiers  in  the  army  before 
Bofton  had  enlifted,  was  nearly 
expired,  a  committee  from  the 
General  Congrefs,  confifting  of  fe- 
veral  of  its  moft  refpedable  mem- 
bers, were  fent  thither,  to  take  the 
neceifary  meafures,  in  conjunftioa 
with  Gen.  Walhington,  for  keep- 
ing it  from  difbanding.  This, 
however,  does  not  iccm  to   havi 
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been  a  work  of  any  great  difficulty, 
the  whole  army  having  re-enlilled 
for  a  year  certain  to  come.  Of  all 
the  difRculties  which  the  Americans 
met,  in  their  attempts  towards  the 
eftablifiiment  of  a  military  force, 
nothing  affefted  them  fo  griev- 
oufly,  or  was  found  fo  hard  to  be 
remedied,  as  the  want  of  gun- 
powder. For  though  they  ufed 
the  utmoft  diligence  in  the  colledl- 
ing  and  preparing  of  nitre,  and  in 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  manufac- 
ture, the  refource  from  their  in- 
duftry  in  that  refpeft,  muft  neceiTa- 
rily  be  flow,  and  with  regard  to 
any  confiderable  efFed,  diilant.  Nor 
had  they  yet  opened  that  com- 
merce, nor  entered  into  thofe  mea- 
fures  with  foreign  ilates,  which 
have  fince  procured  them  a  fupply 
of  military  articles.  Indeed  the  fear- 
city  of  powder  was  fo  great,  that 
It  is  faid  the  troops  at  Bunker's- 
Jiill  had  not  a  fingle  charge  left 
at  the  end  of  that  fhort  engage- 
ment :  and  it  is  alfo  faid,  that  liie 
weaknefs  of  the  army  before  Bo- 
flon  in  that  refpecl,  was  at  one 
time  fo  great,  that  nothing  but 
our  ignorance  of  the  circumllance, 
could  have  faved  them  from  being 
difperfed  and  ruined.  They,  how- 
ever, left  nothing  undone  to  fup- 
ply this  defect,  and  among  other 
temporary  expedients,  had  con- 
trived to  purchafe,  without  notice 
orfufpicion,  all  the  powder  upon 
|he  coaft  of  Africa,  and  plundere4 
the  magazine  in  the  iHand  of  Ber- 
muda, of  above  loo  barrels,  which 
was  carried  off  (as  it  was  pretend- 
ed) without  the  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitants. 

In  theccnrfeof  the  depredation, 
threat,  and  hoftility,  which  conti- 
jxually  occurred  on  the  fea-coafts, 
jhe  town  of  Falmcuth,   in    the 


northern  part  of.  t)ie  .province  o( 
Mallachufett's  ;Bay,vvas  ^^  ^^^ 
doomed  to  ex^e^icrce 
a  fhare  of  thofe  ,cul:imi tics,  which 
were  afterwHids '  dJ^penfcd  in  a 
greater  degree  to  Norfolk  in  ,Vii:- 
ginia.  ^ome  particular  violence 
or  mifbehaviour,  relative  to  the 
loading  of  a  melt  Ihip,  drew  the 
indignation  of  the  Admiral  upon 
this  place,  and  occafioned  an  order 
for  itsdellrudion.  The  oiHcer  who 
commanded  the  fhips  upon  this 
occafion,  gave  two  hours  pre- 
vious notice  to  the  inhabitants 
to  provide  for  their  fafety,  and 
this  time  was  further  enlarged  till 
the  next  morning,  under  the  cover 
of  a  negociation  for  delivering  up 
their  artillery  and  fmall  arms,  at 
the  price  of  faving  the  town.  This, 
however,  they  at  length  refufed  to 
comply  with  ;  bat  had  ma<ie  ufe  of 
the  intermediate  time  in  removing 
fo  many  of  their  eifefts  as  they 
could  procure  carriages  for,  or  as 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  the 
night  would  admit  of. 

About  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
a  cannonade  was  begun,  and  con- 
tinued with  little  intcrmiilion 
through  the  d?y.  Above  3000 
fhot,  befides  bombs  and  carcafes, 
were  thrown  into  the  town,  and 
the  failors  landed  to  com  pleat  the 
deilruftion,  but  were  repulfcd  with 
the  iofs  of  a  few  men.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  town,  (which  lay 
next  the  water)  confiihng  of  about 
1 30  dwelling  houfes,  and  278  Itorcs 
and  warchoufes,  with  a  large  new 
church,  a  new  handfome  court- 
houfe,  the  old  town-houfe,  with 
the  public  library,  were  reduced  to 
alhes ;  about  100  of  the  worll 
houfes,  being  favoured  by  the  litu- 
ation  anddiltance,  efcaped  deftruc- 
tion,  though  not  without  damage. 
Though 
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Though  the  fettlements  in  this 
quarter  were  new,  being  moftly 
eftablifhed  finoe  the  laft  war,  this 
fnrall  town  was  amazingly  thriv- 
ing, being  fituated  on  a  fine  har- 
bour, and  having  a  very  confider- 
able  trade,  fothat  it  was  computed 
to  contain  about  6do  families, 
though  little  more  fhan  one  third 
of  that  number  of  dwelling-houfes. 

The  dettruiflion  which  fell  upon 
Falmouth,  probably  accelerated  in 
theaflembly  of  Mafiachufett's-Bay, 
the  daring  meafure  (under  the  pre- 
tence of  protefting  their  coafts)  of 
T^T  ,       paffin?    an    a£l,    for 

Nov-iSth-  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal,  and  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  courts  of  admiralty, 
for  the  trial  and  condemnation  of 
Britifli  fhips.  In  this  law  they 
declared  an  intention,  of  only  de- 
fending the  coafts  and  navigation 
of  America,  extending  the  power 
of  capture  only  to  fuch  (hips  as 
ihould  be  enrployed  in  bringing 
fupplies  to  the  armies  employed 
againftthem. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  ar- 
ticles of  confederation  and  perpe- 
tual union,  between  the  feVeralc6-i 
lonies  which  were  already  aflb- 
ciated,  with  liberty  of  admiflion  to 
thofe  of  Quebec,  St.  John's,  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  two  Flofidas,  and  Ber- 
mudas, containing  rules  for  their 
general  government  in  peace  and 
war,  both  with  refped  to  foreigners 
and  each  other,  were  drawn  up  by 
the  General  Congrefs,  and  by  them 
trani'mitted  to  the  different  colo- 
nics, for  the  infpe6lion  and  con- 
fideration  of  their  refpeAive  afiem- 
biics.  If  thefe  articles  met  with 
their  approbation,  they  were  to 
empower  their  delegates  in  the  en- 
fuirg  general  Congrefs,  to  ratify 
aod  confirm  them ;  and  from  that 


time,  the  union  which  they  elU- 
bjilhed  was  to  continue  firm,  until, 
befides  a  redrefs  of  iheirgrievances, 
reparation  was  made  for  the  lofTes 
fuftained  by  Bollon,  for  the  burn- 
ing of  Charles-Town,  for  the  ex. 
pences  of  the  war,  and  Until  the 
Britilh  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
America.  When  thofe  events  took 
place,  the  colonies  were  to  return 
to  their  forijier  connections  and 
friendfhip  with  Great  Britain  ;  but 
on  failure  thereof,  the  confedera- 
tion to  be  perpetual. 

The  people,  however,  were  not 
yet  fiifiiciently  irritated,  nor  their 
afFeftionsand  prejudices  fulhciently 
broken,  to  accede  to  a  confederacy, 
which, though  conditionally  framed 
and  worded,  yet  led  to  a  total  fe- 
paration  from  the  mother  country* " 
For  though  they  took  up  arms  and 
oppofed  government,  IHIl,  it  was, 
in  general,  under  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining thereby  a  redrefs  of  griev- 
ances ;  and  that  being  the  nearer 
and  more  agreeable  objed,  they 
would  not  willingly  Ijok  to  any 
thing  further,  jefpecially  to  one  fo 
dreadful  as  a  total  feparation.  It 
required  a  longer  lime  in  the  con- 
templation of  real  or  fuppofed  in- 
juries, and  in  fpeculations  upon 
future,  together  with  frefh  ai>d 
conftant  fources  of  irritation,,  to 
arrive  at  that  habit  of  vexation  and 
hatred,  which  was  neceflary  to 
break  ties  of  fo  long  a  flandir^g, 
and  to  familiarize  fonewan  idea.. 

A  refolution  was  alfo  paffed  by 
the  Congrefs  at  the  appearance  of 
autnmn,thatas  America  was  bltfTed 
with  a  moll  plentiful  hgrvc(l,  and 
fliould  have  a  great  fuperfluity  to 
fpare  for  other  nations,  fo,  if  the 
late  rellraining  laws  were  not  re- 
pealed, within  fix  months  from  ihgii 
20th  of  July,  on  which  they  com- 
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menced,  the  cuftom-houfes  Ihould 
be  every  where  fhut  up,  and  their 
ports  from  thenceforth  be  open  to 
every  ftate  in  Europe,  (which 
would  admit  and  proteft  their 
commerce)  free  of  all  duties,  and 
for  every  kind  of  commodity,  ex- 
cepting, only,  teas,  and  the  mer- 
chandize of  Great  Britain,  and 
her  dependencies.  And  the  more 
to  encourage  foreigners  to  engage 
in  trade  with  them,  they  paffed  a 
refolution,  that  they  would,  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power,  maintain 
and  fupport  fuch  freedom  of  com- 
merce for  two  years  certain  after 
its  commencement,  notwithftand- 
ing  any  reconciliation  with  Great- 
Britain,  and  as  much  longer  as  the 
prefent  obnoxious  laws  fhould  con- 
tinue.— They  alfo,  immediately, 
fufpended  the  non  -  importation 
agreement,  in  favour  of  ajl  {hips 
that  ftiould  bring  gunpowder, 
nitre,  fulphur,  good  muflcets  fit- 
ted with  bayonets,  or  brafs  field 
pieces,  fuch  (hips  being  to  be 
loaded  in  return  with  the  full  value 
of  their  cargoes. 

Towards  the  clofe  of 


Dec.  6th. 


the  year,  the  General 


Congrefs  publifhed  a  declaration, 
in  anfwer  to  the  royal  proclama- 
tion for  fupprefling  rebellion  and 
fedition,  which  was  ifTued  at  St, 
James's  on  the  23d  of  Auguft.  la 
this  piece  they  combated  and  de- 
nied the  charges  of  forgetting  their 
allegiance,  of  treafon,  and  rebel- 
lion, and  took  particular  notice  of 
the  dangerous  tendency,  and  in- 
difcriminate  nature  of  a  claufe, 
prohibiting,  under  the  fevereft  pe- 
nalties, the  carrying  on  of  any 
correfpondence  from  England, with 
any  perfons  in  rebellion,  or  the 
aiding  or  abetting  of  fuch.  But, 
not  content  with  critical  obferva- 
tions,  they  conclude  with  a  de- 
claration in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  the  united  colonies.  That  what- 
ever punilhment  fhall  be  inflidled 
upon  any  perfons  in  the  power  of 
their  enemies,  for  favouring,  aid- 
ing, or  abetting,  the  caufe  of  Ame- 
rican liberty,  Ihould  be  retaliated 
in  the  fame  kind  and  the  fame 
degree,  upon  thofe  in  their  power, 
who  have  favoured,  aided,  or 
abetted,  or  fhould  favour,  aid,  or 
abet,  the  fyllem  of  miniftcrial  op- 
prelfion. 


CHAP.      ir. 

State  of  affairs  pre'vious  to  the  meeting  of  parliament.  City  public  tranf- 
ailiom.  Letters  from  Neiu  York.  Addreffes  from  the  guild  of  merchants 
in  Dublin^  to  Lord  Effinghamy  and  to  the  protejiing  Peers,  Refolutions  of 
the  Jheriffs  and  commons  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  Riot  of  the  failors  at 
■Li'verpool.  Petition  from  the  American  Congrefs  ^  prefent  cd  by  Mr.  Penn, 
Addreffes.  State  of  parties.  Ancient  animofities  renji'ved.  Petitions. 
Ne-vufoundland.  Negociations  for  foreign  troops.  Gnat  fupplies  of 
pre^ifons  fent  for  the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Bojlon,  Vaji  expences  of 
that  fer<viie.  Reports  circulated  for  fome  time  befre  the  opening  of  ^ht 
fefpon.     Confpiracy,     Mr,  Sayrefent  to  the  Toiuer, 


ADMINISTRATION  was 
now  fo  c::fely  entwined   in 
tkc  prefent  American  fyftem,  that 


there  was  fcarcely  a  poflibility  of 
overthrowing  the  one,  without  in>- 
volving  the  other  in  its  fall ;  whilft 

that 
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that  fyftem  was,  itfelf,  {o  firmly 
fupported,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
fome  violent  and  extraordinary 
convulfion,  feemed  even  capable  of 
fhaking  it.  Yet,  notvvithlUnding 
this  pledge  of  fecurity,  the  mini- 
ilcrs  could  not  but  feel  great  uneaii- 
nefs,  at  the  accounts  that  were 
daily  received  from  the  colonies 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament. 

For  though  oppofition  were  not 
very  ftrong  in  number,  they  were 
as  quick  in  difcovering  faults  and 
errors,  as  they  were  indefatigable 
in  expofing  them,  and  in  tracing 
efFefts  up  through  the  labyrinth  of 
their  caufes.  In  truth,  affairs  had 
run  fo  counter  in  America,  and 
every  meafure  had  produced  an 
effed  fo  diredly  contrary  to  what 
was  propofed  or  expcfted,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  to  fet  a  good  face  up- 
on the  matter,  either  to  the  parlia- 
ment, or  to  the  nation. 

It  is  true  that  many  former  mi- 
nifterial  incumbrances,  had  been 
rubbed  off  by  the  calling  of  a  new 
parliament;  all  engagements  with 
the  old,  all  promifes  aqd  miftakes, 
being  thereby  at  one  dafh  obliter- 
ated. But  a  new  and  heavy  fcore 
had  already  been  run  up,  in  the 
fingle  feffion  which  had  elapfed  of 
the  prefent  parliament.  I'he  re- 
training bills,  paffed  by  this,  were 
to  have  affixed  a  feal  to  all  the  adls 
of  its  predeceffors.  The  general 
diftrefs  arifing  from  a  general  pu- 
nifhment  in  the  colonies,  would, 
it  was  hoped,  render  the  majority, 
the  avengers  of  government,  and 
the  punilhers  of  the  incorrigible. 
The  conciliatory  refolution,  inde- 
pendent of  every  thing  elfe,  in  its 
double  capacity  of  converting  and 
dividing, was  fuppofed  well  adapted 
to  accomplilh  all  that  was  wanted. 
To  thefe,  however,  was  added  an 
army,  fufficient,  as    (he  fanguine 


thought,  to  look  America  into 
fubjetlion,  without  the  trouble  of 
a  blow.  And  to  crown  the  whole, 
a  naval  force,  which  would  in  it- 
felf be  nearly  equal  to  the  pur- 
pofe. 

Each  of  thefe  muft  become  a 
fubjcil  of  animadverfion,  and  it 
would  not  be  eafy  in  fome,  toward 
again  ft  the  charges  of  mi  fin  form- 
ation, ignorance,  mifconcepcion, 
or  incapacity,  which  would  af- 
furedly  attend  them.  In  particular, 
the  queftions  refpeifling  the  war 
muft  be  exceedingly  embarrafling. 
Since  extremities  were  determined 
upon,  why  was  not  a  fufficient 
force  fent  in  tim^,  to  run  down  or 
prevent  all  oppofition  ?  Why  has 
fucb  a  courfe  of  irritation  and 
threat  been  carried  on  for  feveral 
years,  as  to  give  the  peoj^le  warn- 
ing of  their  danger,  and  time  to 
throw  themfelves  into  their  prefent 
ftrong  ftate  of  defence  ?  If  it  now 
appears  that  five  times  the  number 
are  fcarcely  adequate  to  the  fervice. 
How  could  the  minifter  have  been 
fo  totally  ignorant  and  mifinform- 
ed,  as  to  fuppofe  that  10,000  men 
could  fubdue  America  without 
bloodftied  ? 

Thefe  and  many  other  queftions 
would  be  much  eafier  put  than  an- 
fwered.  To  remedy  the  mifchiefs 
of  part  tardinefs,  it  was  determined 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  a  vigour 
that  (hould  aftonifh  all  Earope,  and 
to  employ  fuch  an  army  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  as  never  before 
had  entered  the  new  world.  This, 
it  was  faid,  befides  the  grand  ob- 
jed,  would  be  the  moft  effeftual 
means  of  filencing  clamour,  and 
of  preventing  troublefome,  and 
now  ufelefs,  enquiries.  When  once 
the  people  were  heartily  engaged 
in  a  war,  they  would  never  wait  to 
recoiled,  much  lefs  to  animadvert 
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on,  the  original  caufes  of  difpute;  Spain,  the  armament  againU  Al- 

bjjt  vvpuld  in  their  ufual  manner,  giers,  and  the  peace  between  the. 

and  fi^om  their  natural  difpofuion-,  Riifiians  and  Turks,  cccafioned  an. 

Carry  it  on  with  eagernefs,  and  if  unufual  demand  for  goodsandraa- 

gfatified  now  and  then  with  a  briU  nufailiires  of  various   forts,    from 


liant  ftroke  of  fuccefs,  care  no- 
thing about.future  burthens  or  con- 
fequences.  Thus  the  public  opi- 
nion would  be  fecured  ;  they  had 
already  fhewn  a  decided  fuperiority 
in  parliament;  and  the  efforts  of 
the  minority,  ftruggllng  with  the 
general  opinion,  and  directed 
aj^ainft  the  apparent  national  inter. 


Spain,  the  North  of  Europe,  and"; 
Turkey,  which  keeping  up  a  briflc,. 
circulation  in  trade,  bufinefs,  and ' 
money,  all  contributed  to  the  fame  . 
effea.  ^ 

Thewar  itfclf,  the  fupplying  of 
an  army  and.  navy  with  provifions' 
apd  neceffariee  of  every  fort,   at  for. 
prodigious    a   diftance,  gave .  em- 


e/l,  would  only  tend  to  render  them     ployment  and  emolument  to  an  in- 


every  day  more  feeble;  and  de- 
prive them  of  that  popularity, 
which  is  the  foul  of  oppofuion. 

The  late  engagements  in  Am,s^ 
rica,  had,  in  a  certain  degree, 
2ffe<5led  both  the  national  and, mi- 
litary pride  of  the  people.    !Many 


finite  number  of  people,  engaged 
a ivaft  quantity  ofihipping  in  the 
tranfport  fervice,  which  would 
h^ve  been  otherwife  idle,  and 
caufed  fueh  a  buftle  of  bufinefs, 
and  circulation  of, calh,  as  checked 
all   obfervation   of  other  deficient 


of  thofe,  who  had  not  approved  of    cieB,  and    ftifled    all  attention    to 
our  late  conduft  with    refped    to     future    confequences.     A    golden 


the  colonies,  thought  it  now  too 
late  to  look  back,  or  to  enquire 
into  pad  caufes,  that  government 
mull  be  fupported  at  any  rate,  that 
we  muil  not  hefitate  at  any  ex- 
pcnce  or  danger  to  preferve  our  do- 
minions, and  that  whoever  was 
right  in  the  beginning,  the  Ame- 
rican infolence  deferved  challifa- 
Hient  at  prefent. 

'Many  caufes   concurred  to  pre- 


harveft  alfo,  was  not  only  opened 
to  the  view  of  contractors,  but 
they  had  already  enjoyed  fuch  a  . 
fh-are  of  the  fruits,  as  was  fufficicnt 
to  excite  the  moft  eager  rage  for 
its  continuance  and  renewal.  It 
is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  mention 
the  numberlefs  dealers  and  game- 
Iters,  in  lotteries,  itocks,  and 
other  money.tran factions,  whopro- 
fit  by    all    wars.     Thcfe    contri- 


vent  the  lofs  cf  the  American  com-     buted  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of. the 


jnerce  from  bcing^  yet  generally 
felt.  The  prodigious  remittances 
in  corn  during  our  fcarcity,  which 
wemultdo  theAmericansthejuilice 
to  fay,  they  with  great  honefty 
made  in  difcharge  of  their  debts, 
with  the  much  larger  than   ufual 


people,   and    to  animate   them   to 
this  civil  contention. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  great 
bodies  of  American,  African,  and 
Weft -India  merchants,  with  the 
Welt  -  Indian  planters,  had  too 
long    forefeen,    and    already    too 


fums  which  they  were  enabled  to  deeply  experienced,  the  fata)  ef- 
pay,  from  the  advanced  prices  of  fe6ts  of  the  pre^'ent  unhappy  con- 
oil,  tobacco,  and  other  commodi-  teit.  They  accordingly,  with  a 
ties,  all  together  occafioned  a  pro-  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
digious  influx  of  money.  great  trading  cities  of  London  and 
Th^  failing  of  the  flota  from  Biiftol,  iiill  wifhed  and  ilruggled 
'  .                              ^                         tQ 
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to  have  matters  reftorecj  to  their 
ancient  ftate,  and  reprobated  all 
the  men fu res  which  led  to  the  pre- 
fent  criiis.  No  inconfiderable  part 
of  the  people  in  other  places, 
though  grovvn  lefs  loud  in  their 
demands  for  peace,  ilill,  however, 
remained  di/Tatisfied  with  the  pre- 
fent  meafur^s.  in  Ireland,  though 
thofe'  in  ofHc,  and  the  principal 
nobility  and  gentry  declared  again II 
America,  by  far  the  majority  of 
the  proteftant  inhabitants  there, 
who  are  llr^nuous  and  declared 
whigs,  Itront^ly  leaned  tothecaufe 
of  the  colonies. 

It  mud,  however, ,  be  acknow- 
ledged,   that  an    unufual    apathy 
with    refped'   to    public    airairs, 
feemed  to  prevail  with  the  people, 
in   general,  of  this    country  ;    of 
which  a  llronger   proof  needs   not 
to  be  given,  than  that  which  will 
probably  recur  to  every  body's  me- 
mory,  that  the  accounts  of  many 
of  the  late  military  anions,  as  well 
as   of  political   proceedings  of  no 
hfs    importance,     were    received 
with    as    much    indifference,    and 
canvaiied  with    as  much   coolnefs 
and    uncoHcern,    as   if    they    had 
happened  between  two  nations  with 
whom  we  were  fcarcely  connefted. 
We  mcll  except  from  all  thefe  ob- 
fervations,  the   people  of  North- 
Britain,  who,  almoft  to  a  man,  fo 
far  as  they  could   be  defcribed  or 
diftingui(hed  under  any  particular 
denomination,  not  only  applaud- 
ed, but  proffered  life  and  fortune 
in  fupport  of  the  prefent  meafures. 
The    fame    approbation  was    alfo 
given, and  affurances  made,  though 
with  fomewhat  lefs  earneftnefs  and 
unanimity,   by  a  great  number  of 


towns  in  England,     The  recruit- 
ing fervice,  however,  which   may 
be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  politi- 
cal barometer  with  re fp eft  to  the 
fentiments  of  the  lowell  orders  in 
cafes  of  that  nature,  went  on  very 
heavily  for  ths  land  and  fea  {ert . 
vice,  both  in  England  and  Ireland, » 
though     no     enouragement     was 
wanting,  nor  meanfi  left   untried,  . 
;  for  the  making  of  extraordinary  le- 
vies. 

In  this  ftate  of*     j 
,  things,  at  a  meet.     J"""4.  >775- 
ing  of  the   citizens  of  London  in 
Common -hall  for   the  eleftion   of 
their    annual    officers,    the  Lord- 
Mayor  laid  before  them  his   Ma- 
jefty's  anfwer  to  their  lail  remon- 
ftrance,  together  with    the'fubfe- 
quent  letter  from  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain*, giving  notice,  that  the 
King  would    not  receive,  on   the 
throne,  any  more  of  their  petiti- 
ons, except  in  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity.    Upon    this    information, 
they  palled  a  number  of  refolutlons, 
in  one  of  which    they    declared, 
"That  whoever  ad  vi  fed  his  Ma^ 
jelVy   to  declare   l^e  would  not  in 
future  receive  on  the  throne  any 
addrefs,  .  remonftrance,  and  peti- 
tion, from  the  Lord-Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Livery  of  London, 
are  enemies    to   the  right  of  the 
fubjed:  to  petition  the  throne,  be- 
caufe  fuch  advice  is  calculated  to 
intercept  the  complaints  of  the  peo- 
ple to  their  Sovereign,  to  prevent 
a  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  alie- 
nate   the  minds    of    Englifhmea 
from  the  Hanoverian  fucceflion." 
They  then  agreed  upon  another 
addrefs,    remonftrance,   and  peti- 
tion,  which  at  leaft  equalled  any 


*.  See  an  account  of  both  thcfe  tranfaftions  in  the  hiftorical  part  of  our  laft 
volume,  p.  113. 
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of  the  former,  in  thofe  fentiments, 
declarations,  and  charges,  which 
were  confidered  as  moft  obnoxious. 
Among  thofe  expreflions  that  were 
the  leaft  exceptionable,  they  defire 
his  Majefty  to  confider,  *'  what 
**  the  Situation  of  his  people  here 
*'  muft  be,  who  have  nothing  now 
•*  to  expe6l  from  America,  but 
*'  Gazettes  of  blood,  and  mutual 
**  lifts  of  their  flaughtered  fellow- 
*'  fubjeds.**  In  other  refpefts, 
they  pafled  the  fevereft  and  harfheft 
cenfures  upon  the  Grand  Council 
and  Rcprefentative  of  the  nation, 
as  alfo  upon  niinifters  and  fecret 
advifers;  and  they  conclude  with 
a  prayer  for  the  difTolntipn  of  par- 
liament, and  a  difmiffion  for  ever 
of  the  prefent  miniilers  and  ad- 
vifers. 

A  refolution  was  pafTed  at  the 
fame  time,  that  this  addrefs  (hould 
not  be  prefented,  unlefs  it  was  re- 
cdved  fitting  on  the  throne ;  and 
the  Sheriffs  having  accordingly 
waited  on  the  King  to  know  when 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  receive  it, 
they  were  informed,  that  it  would 
be  accepted  the  next  day  at  the 
levee,  to  which  one  of  the  She- 
riffs replied,  that  the  Livery  in 
Common-Hall  had  refolved  that 
their  acdrefs  (hould  not  be  pre- 
fented, unlefs  it  was  received  on 
the  throne,  the  King  immediately 
put  an  end  to  farther  application 
by  the  following  words  :  **  I  aha 
'**  ever  ready  to  receive  addreffes 
**  and  petitions  ;  but  I  am  the 
**  judge  where." 
,  .  ,  In  confequence  of  this 
J  y^  '  failure  with  refpedl  to 
the  petition,  another  Common- 
Hail  was  held  in  a  few  days,  when 
the  proceedings  of  the  Sheriffs, 
and  the  King's  anfwer,  being  re- 
ported to  them,  the  latter  was  or- 


dered to  be  entered  in  the  city 
books;  after  which  they  refolved. 
That  the  King  is  bound  to  hear  the 
petitions  of  his  people,  it  being 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  fubjeft 
to  be  heard,  and  not  a  matter  of 
grace  and  favour. — That  the  late 
anfwer  was  a  dired  denial  of  the 
right  of  that  court  to  have  their 
petitions  heard. — That  fuch  de- 
nial renders  the  right  of  petition- 
ing the  throne,  recognized  and  efta- 
bliftied  by  the  Revolution,  of  no 
effed. — And  that  the  advifer,  di- 
rectly, or  indire(flly,of  the  refufal, 
was  equally  an  enemy  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  of  the  King, 
and  to  the  peace  and  liberties  of 
the  people. 

They  then  ordered  that  their 
remonilrance,  which  wasrcfufed  to 
be  heard  on  the  throne,  fhould  be 
printed  in  the  public  papers,  and 
figned  by  the  Town  Clerk;  that 
the  Sheriffs,  attended  by  the  Re- 
membrancer, fhould  wait  on  the 
King,  and  deliver,  in  their  name, 
into  his  hand,  a  fair  copy  of  their 
refolutions,  both  on  Midfummer- 
day,  and  the  prefent,  figned  by 
the  Town  Clerk  ;  and  that  they 
fhould  be  alfoprinted  in  the  public 
papers. — The  refolutions  were  ac- 
cordingly prefented,  and  received 
without  any  anfwer. 

The  Common-Hall  then  paffed 
an  infcrudtion  to  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament,  ducking  that 
they  fhould  move  immediately  at 
the  next  meeting,  for  an  humble 
addrefs  from  the  Commons  to  his 
Majefty,  requefling  to  know  who 
were  the  advifers  of  thofe  fatal 
meafures,  which  had  planted 
popery  and  arbitrary  power  in 
America,  and  had  plunged  us  into 
a  moll  unnatural  civil  war,  to  the 
fubverfion  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples 
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ciplcs  of  Englifh  liberty,  the  ruin 
of  our  moft  valuable  commerce, 
and  the  dellruftion  of  his  Majefty^s 
fubjefts;  alfo  ttt  know  who  were 
the  advifers  of  the  prefent  meafurc 
of  refufing  petitions;  and  then  to 
move  for  an  impeachment  of  the 
authors  and  advifers  of  all  thofe 
meafures,  that  by  bringing  them 
to  public  juftice,  evil  counfellors 
might  be  removed  from  before  the 
King,  his  throne  eftabliftied,  the 
rights  of  the  people  vindicated, 
and  the  whole  empire  reftored  to 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty, 
and  fafety. 

Notwithftanding  this  heat  of  re- 
fentment  in  the  Common-Hall, 
which,  with  the  refufal  on  the 
other  fide,  feemed  to  cut  off  all 
communication,  in  the  way  of  pe- 
tition, between  the  city  and  the 
throne,  a  very  moderate  and  tem- 
perate application  of  that  nature, 
,       under  the  title  of  an  hum- 

'5^^  ble  Addrefs  and  Petition, 
was,  within  a  few  days  after, 
moved  for,  and  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority, after  confiderable  debate, 
in  the  body  corporate,  confifting 
in  the  court  of  Lord-Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Common  Council. 
In  this  petition,  they  deplored  the 
grievous  diftraftions  in  America, 
lamented  thofe  meafures  whofe  de- 
llruftive  principles  had  driven  their 
brethren  there  to  ads  of  defpera- 
tion,  and  llrongly  aflerted  their 
loyalty  and  afFeftion,  notwith- 
ftanding thofe  a(^s,  juftifying  their 
condud  upon  that  love  of  liberty 
which  afluates  all  the  members  of 
the  empire;  they  applied  to  the 
humanity  of  the  Sovereign  to  heal 
the  miferies  of  his  people  ;  hoped 
that  the  former  condud  of  the 
Americans,   their  free    gifts   and 


ready  fervice,  in  both  of  which 
they  fprung  far  beyond,  not  only- 
demand,  but  expedlation,  would 
procure  a  liberal  and  favourable 
conftruftion  of  their  prefent  ac- 
tions, and  plead  powerfully  for 
granting  them  every  reafonable 
opportunity  of  giving  as  freemen, 
what  they  feemed  relolutely  deter- 
mined torefufe,  under  the  injunc- 
tion of  laws  made  independent  of 
their  own  confent.  They  con- 
cluded with  the  moft  pathetic  fup- 
plications,  that  the  prefent  opera- 
tions offeree  might  be  fufpended; 
and  that  the  Americans,  uncon- 
trouled  by  a  reftraint  incompatible 
with  a  free  government,  might 
poflefs  an  opportunity  of  tendering 
fuch  terms  of  accommodation,  as 
they  did  not  doubt,  would  approve 
them  worthy  of  a  diftinguifhed 
rank  among  the  firmeft  friends  of 
this  country. 

This  petition  was  received  upon 
the  throne,  and  his  Majefty  faid  in 
anfwer.  That  he  was  always  ready 
to  liften  to  the  dutiful  petitions  of 
his  fubjefts,  and  ever  happy  to 
comply  with  their  reafonable  re- 
quells;  but  while  the  conftitutional 
authority  of  this  kingdom  was 
openly  refifted  by  a  part  of  his  Ame- 
rican fubjeds,  he  owed  it  to  the  reft: 
of  his  people,  of  whofe  zeal  and  fi- 
delity, he  had  fuch  conilant  proofs, 
to  continue  and  enforce,  thofe  mea- 
fures by  which  alone  their  rights 
and  interefts  could  be  aflerted  and 
maintained. 

Previous  to  thefe  city  tranfac- 
tions,  a  letter  was  received  from 
the  Committee  of  New- York,  ad» 
drefTed  to  the  Lord -Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Common-Council,  con- 
taining, together  with  a  copy  of 
their  aflbciation,  a  recital  of  moil 
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of  thofe  grievances  arid  complaints, 
which  we  have  fo  often  beeh  un- 
der a  neceflity  of  repeating^     In' 
this  piece  they  rejefled,  and  com-- 
liiented   with   feverity   upon,    the' 
ti^rms   included' in   the    minifter's 
conciliatory  propofition ;   they  de- 
c!ared  th6  willirignefs  of  the  colo- 
r'les,  in  the  ancierit'form  of  requi- 
iTtidn,    and    upon    fuitable   emer- 
gencies, to  contribute  to  the  fup- 
pbrt  of  the  empire  ;  but  they  mull' 
contribute  of  their  voluntary  gift' 
as  Engli(hmen  *  they  teftilied  their 
fidelity    and    iiwiolable     loyalty, 
with  their  afFei^ioh  to  this  couh- , 
try;  ftated  the  great  danger  at  pre-" 
fent,  of  further  irritation  witTi  re- 
fpeft  to  the  colonies ;  declared  the 
unanimity  of  their  citizens  in  de- 
fending their  rights  at  all  rifques';  . 
and  truft  in  the  mofl  vigorous  exef-  . 
tions  of  the  city  of 'London,   to- 
wards refioring  union,  mutual  con- 
fidence,  and  peace  to    the  whole 
eilipire. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham,  whofe 
niilitary  genius  had  led  him  when 
a  youth  into  the'army,  and  had 
iince  prompted  him  to  ripen  theory 
into  experience  wherever  real  fer- 
vice  was  to  be  found,  by  ailing  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  war  between  the' 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  had  fince  his 
return,  as  a  peer'  in  parliament, 
uriiformly  oppofed  the  whole  f'^{- 
tem  of  meafures"  purfued  againft 
the  Americans,  and '  finding,  at 
length,  that  the  regiment  in  which 
he  ferved  was  intended  for  the 
Ainerican  fervice,  thought  it  in- 
confident  with  his  charadler,  and 
unTjecoming  of  his  dignity,  to  en- 
force meafures  with  his  fword, 
which  he  had  fo  utterly  condemned 
in  his  legiflative  capacity^  He 
accordingly  wrote  a  letter  of  refig- 


nation  to  the  Secretary  at  war.  In 
which  having  declared   the  chear- 
fulnefs  with  which  he  would  facri-- 
fice  life  and  fortune  in  fupport  of 
the  fafety,    honour,  and  dignity, 
of  his^IVIajefty*s  crown  and  perfon, 
he  obferved,   tliat'  the  fame  prin- 
ciples which  had  inlpired  him  with, 
tJiefe  unalterable  fentiments  of  duty^^ 
and  affection  to  the  King,  would^ 
not  fuffer  hjm  to  be  inftrumental 
in  depriving  any  part  of  his  peo* 
pie  of  thofe  liberties,  which  form 
the  beft  fecurity  for  thcifr  fidelity 
and  obeclicnce  to  his  government. 
He   expreffed  •  the  deepefl  regret, 
and  greateft  mortification,  at  be-, 
ing.  obliged   to    quit    a   profeflion 
which  had  been  that  of  his  ancef-  , 
tors  for  many  ages,  to  the  fludy 
and'praflice  of  which  from  child- 
hood his  pall  life  had  been  applied, 
and  his   future  intentionally  dedi- 
cated ;  and  that  as  he  waved  the 
advantage  which  the  cuftom  of  the 
fervice  entitled  him  to,   the  right  , 
of  felling  what  he  had  bought,  he 
intreated,   that   he  n^ight    be   al- 
lowed  to  retain   his  rank  in    the  ." 
army,  that  whenever   the  envy  or 
ambition  of  foreign  powers  fhould 
require  it,  he  might  be  enabled  to 
ferve  his  MnjeHy  and  his  country  . 
in' that  way,  in  which  of  all  others 
he  thought  himfelf  beil  calculated 
to  do  it  with  efled. 

I'hrs  nobleman's  refignation,  or  - 
rather  the  caufe  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded, gave  great  oifence,  and 
*  the  requeil  of  retainit^g  his  rank  in 
th6  army,  we  believe,  W2s  not 
complied  with.  Some  officers  had 
not  Ihewn  the  fatisfaftion  in  going 
upon  that  fervice,  which  they 
would  have  done  upon  any  other. 
A  few^  indeed,  who  could  not 
conquer  thdr  repugnance  to  it  had 
(quitted* 
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euitted.  But  the  majority  thought, 
that  where  the  fuperior  authorities 
of  King  and  parliament  had  de- 
cided, it  was  no  pan  of  their  mi- 
litary daty  toenquire  into  the  juf- 
tice  or  polky  of  the  quarrel. 

This  con  dud:,  however,  ren- 
dered that-nobkman  extremely  po* 
polar  among  thofe  who  held  fimi- 
lar  opinions  in  regard  to  the  Ara'e- 
rrcan  raeafureSj  and  who  ftill  com« 
pofeda  numerous  body  in  England 
and  Ireland.  This  foon  appeared 
in  the  city,  where  among  the  re- 
folutions  paffed  in  th?  Commoni- 
Hall,  on  Midfummer-Day,  and 
which  were  afterwards  prefented 
to  the  Kin*;V  J>«l>Iic  thanks  were 
ordered  to  be  given  to  **  the  Right 
Honourable  the*  Earl  of  Effingham, 
for  h*ving^  confidently  with  the 
principles  of  a-  true  EngUfhman, 
refufed  to  draw  that  fword,  which 
has  been  employed  to  the  hanoor 
of  his  country,  again  ft  the  lives 
andiiberties  of  his  feilow-fubjedls 
in  America.'"  And  foon  after,  a 
fimilar  addfefs  of  thanks,  but  in 
ftill  fuller  term?,  was  prefented  to 
him  from  tht  Guild  of  Merchants  ' 
in  Dublin. 

This  laU^body,  who  in  Dublin 
form  a  corporation,  prefented  alfo 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  feveral 
peers,  who,  (as  they  fay)  **  in 
fupport  of  our  conftitution,  and  in 
oppofition  to  a  weak  and  wicked 
adminiftration,  protefted  againft 
the  American  Retraining  Bills." 
This  addrefs  to  the  Protefting 
Lords,  (to  which  was  affixed  the 
corporation  feal)  was  fent  to  each 
fcparately,  and  a  feparate  anfwer 
accordingly  given,  all  of  which 
appeared  at  that  time  in  the  public 
J>.tpers. 

The  SherifFs  and  Commons  of 


the  city  of  Dublin,  had  for  fome 
time  endeavoured  to  obtain  the' 
concurrence  of  the  Lord-Mayor 
and- board  of  Aldermen,  in  a  pe- 
tition to  the  throne,  againft  the 
meafures  purfued  with  refped  to 
the  colonies;  but  were  anfwered 
by  the  latter,  upon  their  firft' ap- 
plication, that  the  matter  was  of 
the  higheft  importance ^  and  there- 
fore inexpedient.  Upon  a  fubfe- 
qoent  occafion,  however,  they  feetn 
to  have  concurred  in  the  meafure, 
as  a  committee  of  fix  Aldermen, 
with  as  many  Commoners,  and  the 
Recorder,  were  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  petition  and  addrefs;  this 
talk,  after  fevetc*!  weeks  prepara- 
tion or  delay,  being  at  length  ac- 
compliflied,  the  petition  was  ar- 
refted  in  its  further  progrefs,  Jby  a 
negative  fr6m  the  Lord-Mayor  and 
Aldermen. 

Upon  this  difappoint-  a  .  « 
ment,  the  SheriiFs  and  ^"S- 2»* 
Commons  prefaced  the  two  follow- 
ing refolutions  by  a  declaration, 
that  **  Anxious  to  preferve  our 
reputations,  from  the  odium  that 
muft  remain  to  all  pofterity  on  the 
names  of  thoft^,  who  in  any  wife 
promote  the  adls'nOw  carrying  on 
in  America,  and  feeling  the  moft 
poignant  grief,  as  we,ll  on  account 
of  the  injured  inhabitants  of  that 
continent,  as  on  that  of  our  brave 
countrymen,  fent  on  the  unnatural 
errand  of  killing  their  fellow-fub- 
jefls,  have  refoived.  That  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
exert  his  utmoft  abilities  to  allay 
the  unhappy  difputes  that  afpre- 
fent  difturb  the  Britifti  empire.— 
That  whoever  would  refufe  his 
confent  to  a  dutiful  petition  to  the 
King,  tending  to  undeceive  his 
Majefty,  and  Iroin  which  it  could 
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be  hoped  that  the  efFufion  of  one 
drop  of  fubjed  blood  might  be  pre- 
vented, is  not  a  friend  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  Conftitution." — Such  was  at 
prefent  the  ftate  of  political  opinion 
among  the  merchants,  and  the 
principal  proteftanc  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  inability  of  purchafing,  and 
providing  for,  Negroes,  which  the 
prefent  difputes  had  occafioned  in 
our  Weft-India  Iflands,  together 
with  the  lofs  of  the  American  mar- 
ket for  flaves,  and  the  impedi- 
ments caufed  by  the  proclamations 
of  council  againft  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  had,  all 
together,  nearly  extinguifhed  our 
African  trade.  This  lofj  was 
more  particularly  felt  in  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  which  had  pofleffed 
a  much  greater  part  of  that  conj- 
jnerce  than  any  other  in  the  king- 
dom. As  the  Guinea  (hips  now 
arrived,  they  were  laid  up,  in  an 
uncertainty  of  their  future  difpofi- 
tion,  whilil  their  crews  looked  in 
vain  for  other  employment.  As 
other  branches  of  commerce  were 
alfo  flackened  in  a  great  degree, 
and  that  the  crews  of  the  Green- 
land Ihips,  upon  their  return  in 
July  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
were  as  ufual  difcharged,  the 
number  of  feamen  out  of  employ  in 
that  town  became  very  great,  and 
according  to  fome  accounts  amount- 
ed to  about  3000. 

In  this  fituation,  the  feamen  com- 
plained that  an  attempt  was  made 
by  the  merchants  to  lower  their 
wages,  in  confequence  of  which 
a  violent  commotion  was  excited 
ariiong  them,  in  which  they  cut 
the  rigging  of  fome  Ihips  to  pieces, 
aflauked  fome  houfes,  and  com- 
mitted other  violences.  They, 
however,  difperfed  again,  and  ail 


became  quiet ;  but  the  feizing  a 
number  of  them,  and  fending  them 
to  prifon,  re-kindled  the  flame 
with  greater  violence,  fo  that  with- 
out any  extraordinary  bias  upoa 
the  common  courfe  of  things  in 
fuch  circumftances,  it  might  well 
have  ended  in  the  deftrudion  of 
that  flouriftiing  town.  The  fai- 
lors  immediately  aflembled,  pro- 
cured not  only  fire-arms,  but  can- 
non, and  were  proceeding  to  the 
deftruftion  of  the  prifon,  when  its 
fafety  was  purchafed  by  the  en- 
largement of  their  companions. 
But  their  rage  was  by  this  time  too 
high,  and  they  were  too  much  in- 
flamed by  liquor,  to  be  appeafed 
by  reafonable  conceflions.  They 
not  only  proceeded  to  deflroy  the 
houfes  of  obnoxious  perfons,  but 
they  at  length  marched  in  a  body 
to  demolifli  the  Exchange.  This 
danger  was  forefecn,  or  probably 
announced  by  themfelves,  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  the  attempt,  fo 
that  the  Exchange  was  fliut  up, 
barricaded,  and  well  garrifoned 
by  the  merchants  and  townfmen. 
They,  however,  made  feveral  con- 
fufed  attacks,  which  continued 
throuoh  the  courfe  of     .  , 

a  night,  and  part  of  ^°S-  ^g"-. 
the  enfuing  morning;  during 
which,  through  their  drunkennefs 
and  diforder,  they  laid  themfelves 
fo  open  to  the  fire  of  the  defend- 
ants, (who  were  themfelves  fafe 
under  cover)  that  feveral  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The 
arrival  of  a  detachment  of  light- 
horfe,  at  length  put  an  end  to 
the  diforder.  It  was  then  appre- 
hended, that  this  would  prove  only 
a  prelude  to  other  diforders.  But 
the  affair  was  accidental;  and  fuf- 
ficient  employment  for  the  feamen 
wasfoon  found  in  the  King's  fervice. 

About 
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About  this  time,  Mr.  Penn,  late 
Governor,  and  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  Penfylvania,  arrived  from 
thence,  with  a  petition  from  the 
General  Congrefs  to  the  King, 
which  he  prefented  through  the 
hand*  of  Lord  Dartmouth.  Du- 
ring the  Ihort  time  that  the  fate  of 
this  petition  hung  in  fufpence,  the 
moft  fanguine  hopes  were  formed, 
by  thofe  who  were  earneft  for  peace, 
or  friends  to  America,  that  it 
would  have  led  to  a  happy  reconci- 
liation ;  more  efpecially,  as  it  had 
already  tranfpired,  that  it  con- 
tained profelTions  of  the  greateft 
loyalty,  and  was  couched  in  the 
moft  moderate  and  humble  terms. 
But  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
thefe  hopes,  was  the  greatnefs  of 
the  difappointment  of  thofe  who 
eagerly  wi(hed  for  fo  defirable  an 
event,  when  they  found  that  Mr. 
Penn  was  informed  by  the  Ameri- 
can minifter,  that  no  anfwer  would 
be  given  to  the  petition.  The 
Americans  had  alfo  laid  great 
ttrefs  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  final 
application,  and  are  faid  to  have 
relaxed  their  operations  confidera- 
bly  upon  that  idea,  until  they  heard 
the  event. 

The  petition,  which  was  fub- 
fcribed  by  all  the  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  teemed  with  expreffions 
of  duty,  refped,  and  loyalty,  to 
the  King,  and  of  affedion  to  the 
parent  itate.  They  attribute  all 
the  differences  and  misfortunes 
which  have  hitherto  taken  place, 
to  a  pernicious  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment, adopted  at  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war,  and  to  the  €vil  defigns 
and  conduft  of  minirters  fince  that 
time.  They  declare  in  one  part. 
That  they  not  only  moft  ardently 
defire,  that   the   former  harmony 


between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonies  may  be  reftored,  but 
that  a  concord  may  be  eftablilhed 
between  them  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis, 
as  to  perpetuate  its  bleflings,  un- 
interrupted by  any  future  diflen- 
tions,  to  fucceeding  generations  in 
both  countries.  And  in  another. 
That  notwithltanding  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  colo- 
nics, during  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  controverfy,  their  breafts  re- 
tain too  tender  a  regard  for  the 
kingdom  from  which  they  derive 
their  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a  con- 
ciliation, as  might  in  any  manner 
be  inconjijlent  ixjtth  her  dignity  or 
her  nvelfare.  That,  thefe,  related 
as  they  are  to  her,  honour  and 
duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce 
them  to  fupport  and  advance;  and 
the  apprehenfions  that  now  op- 
prefTed  their  hearts  with  unfpeak- 
able  grief,  being  once  removed, 
his  Majefty  will  find  his  faithful 
fubjeds  on  that  continent,  ready 
and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  thejr 
have  ever  been,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  to  ajjert  and  maintain 
the  rights  and  interejis  of  his  Ma- 
jefyy  and  of  their  mother  coutttry. 

It  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  a 
matter  of  doubt,  when  the  war 
and  its  confequences  are  much  bet- 
ter remembered,  than  the  circum- 
ftances  that  preceded,  or  thecaufes 
that  led  to  it,  whether  it  was  pof- 
fible  that  fuch  fentiments  could 
really  prevail  with  either  of  the 
parties,  at  the  time  that  fo  unna- 
tural, and  fo  unhappy  a  contell 
took  place  between  them.  The 
particular  drift  and  defign  of  this 
petition,  diftinft  from  its  great  and 
general  objedl  of  a  reftoration  of 
harmony  and  peace,  will  be  un- 
derftood  by  their  own  words  in  the 
following 
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following  pafTage — "  With  all  hu- 
mility fubraitting  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  wife  confideration,  whether 
it  may  not  be  expedient,  for  faci. 
litating  thefe  important  purpofes, 
that  your  Majelly  be  pleafed  to 
dire£l  fome  mode  by  which  the 
united  applications  of  your  faith- 
ful colonics  to  the  throne,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  common-councils, 
may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and 
permanent  reconciliation;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  meafures  be 
taken  for  preventing  the  further 
deftruftion  of  the  lives  of  your 
Majefty's  fubjeds,  and  that  fuch 
ilatutes  as  more  immediately  dif- 
trefs  any  of  your  Maje{ly*s  colo- 
nies be  repealed.'* 

Whatever  the  inward  intentions 
©f  the  parties  were,  the  language 
was  conciliatory,  and  the  requell 
not  immoderate.  Thofe  who  fa- 
voured the  plan  of  pacifying  by 
conceffion,  loudly  clamoured  at  the 
anfwer  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  as 
calculated,  to  drive  the  colonies  to 
the  laft  extremities  of  indepen- 
dence and  foreign  connexion ; 
for  this  reception,  they  faid,  of  fo 
dutiful  and  decent  an  addrefs, 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  a  renun- 
ciation of  their  allegiance.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  the 
miniflry  took  it  in  a  different 
point  of  view.  The  petition,  they 
allowed,  had  a  decent  appearance. 
But  did  they  formally  admit  the 
rights  of  parliament?  Were  they 
Hot  Itill  in  arnrs?  and  in  that  iitua- 
tion  could  their  iincerity  be  relied 
on?  They  faid,  that  they  only 
wanted  to  gain  time  by  a  nego(  la- 
tion,  until  they  had  formed  their 
government,  and  ettablifhed  their 
llrength  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 
render  all  future  efforts  for  their 
so 


reduftion  ineffedual.  We  had  al- 
ready gone  far  in  the  expences  df 
a  war ;  we  Ihould  not  now  ftop 
•ihort;  but  reap  the  benefits  to  go- 
vernment, which  always  arife  from 
urrfuccefsful  rebellion.  And  be- 
fides  thofe  great  objeds  of  pun  idl- 
ing the  obnoxious,  and  providing 
for  our  friends,  to  rivet,  without 
leaving  room  for  a  future  conteft, 
that  unconditionalfubmiffion  upon 
the  Americans,  which  no  treaty  or 
negociation  could  ever  obtain* 
While  on  the  contrary,  if  amica- 
ble terms  were  now  entered  into, 
all  our  expence  and  preparation 
would  be  thrown  away  ;  we  muft 
fhrink  from  the  propofals  we  had 
made  to  foreign  Princes  for  hiring 
their  troops,  which  would  degrade 
us  in  their  eyes,  as  our  tameneft 
in  putting  up  with  the  infolence  of 
our  own  people,  would  in  thofe  of 
all  Europe;  and  all  the  buftle  we 
had  made  would  pafs  ever,  with* 
out  having  imprefled  the  colonies 
with  a  fenfe  of  our  dignity,  or 
with  the  terror  of  our  power.  Be- 
fides,  the  nation  was  prepared  by 
the  language  of  war  for  the  event, 
and  it  was  not  certain  that  vigor- 
ous meafures,  if  it  ihould  be  found 
neceffary  to  refume  them,  would 
be  fo  well  received  as  they  were  in 
the  prefent  temper  of  the  nation, 
whofe  favourable  difpofition  was 
to  be  carefully  cultivated,  and  emr- 
ployed  in  the  critical  moment. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  addreffci 
were  poured  in  from  different 
quarters,  fome  in  violent,  others 
in  more  temperate  language,  but 
all  condemning  the  conduct  of  the 
Americans,  approving  of  all  the 
ads  of  government,  and  in  gene- 
ral, recommending  a  perfeverance 
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jn  the  fame  ftrong  raeafures,  until 
the  colonies  were  reduced  to  a  tho- 
rough obedience,  and  brought  to 
a  full  fenfe  both  of  their  errors 
and  .duty.  In  feveral  of  thefe, 
very  intemperate  reiledions  were 
pafled  upon  thofe  gentlemen  who 
had  oppofed  adminiftration  in  the 
prcfent  American  meafures,  who 
were  reprefented  as  fadious  and 
defperate  men,  and  ftigmatized  as 
being  not  only  encouragers,  but 
in  a  great  degree  the  authors  of 
the  American  rebellion.  This  ex- 
ceedingly inflamed  the  leaders  of 
the  minority  againft  the  procurers 
of  thofe  addreiies  ;  and  only  fervcd 
to  irritate  the  fpirit  of  oppoiition 
againft  the  minifters  and  jneafures 
which  the  addreifes  were  intended 
to  fapport. 

As  all  the  ancient  diftlndions 
between  Whig  and  Tory,  had  of 
late  been  unhappily  revived,  they 
now  appeared  in  full  vigour ;  and 
as  Manchefter  took  the  Jead  in  ad- 
dreffes,  it  was  faid,  with  great 
acrimony,  that  they  were  the  legi- 
timate oiFspring  only  of  Tory 
towns,  though  they  fprung  up  ac- 
cidentally from  the  Tory  party  in 
others ;  while  all  the  odium  of  en- 
couraging civil  war,  devastation, 
and  bloodftied,  with  the  atrocious 
,defign  of  mifleading  government, 
by  giving  it  partial  and  falfe  ideas 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  nation  in 
general,  was  attempted  to  be 
thrown  upon  them.  It  was  faid, 
that  dillradion  at  home,  and  dif- 
honour  abroad,  were  the  conltant 
clFed  of  the  predominance  of  Tory 
councils.  Thefe  reproaches  were 
laughed  at  on  the  other  fide,  who, 
ftrong  in  the  fanilion  of  authority, 
turned  the  tables  upon  the  Whigs, 
and  charged  them  not  only  wiih  a 
caufelefs  oppofition,  but  with  diC- 


affedion  to  govei^ment.  The 
writers  who  more  openly  attacked 
the  Whigs,  as  fuch,  and  by  that 
natne,  declared,  that  they  were 
the  perpetual  enemies  to  govern-r 
ment.  That  if  they  appeared  to 
fupport  it  .for  a  time,  it  was  only 
becaufe  they  had  rendered  it  fub- 
fervient  to  their  ia<^ion ;  but  that 
whenever  it  was  put  upon  an  in- 
dependent and  refpedabJe  bottom, 
their  eternal  animolity  againft  it 
could  not  be  concealed.  At  this 
time  the  preachers,  after  a  long 
in tcrmiffion,  entered  into  politics. 
Some  of  thofe  diftingirifhed  by  the 
name  of  Me^hpdifts,  began  to  re« 
vive  the  doctrine  of  paiTive  obe- 
dience, nearly  as  it  had  been  af- 
ferted  in  the  laft  century.  By  de- 
grees this  mode  of  preaching  went 
higher.  On  the  other  hand,  fome 
clergymen,  efpecially  of  the  Dif- 
fenters,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  liber- 
ty with  great  fervour. 

Thofe  who  wiftied  to  be  confi-. 
dered  as  Whigs,  divided  amongft 
liiejnfelves.  They  who  ftood  with 
the  court,  reproached  the  oppoft., 
tion  with  having  abandoned  their 
principles.  That  true  Whigs  were 
the  ftrongeft  fupporters,  not  the 
mean  betr?.yers,  of  the  rights  of 
parliament.  That  formerly  Whig3 
oppofed  the  crown,  when  it  fet  up 
prerogati've  in  oppofition  to  farlia^ 
mjeni\  but  modern  corrupt  aud  de- 
generated whiggifm,  Hialicioufly. 
and  uncouftitutionally  oppofed  the 
crown,  becaufe  it  acted  in  concur- 
rence with  parliament,  and  in  fup- 
port of  its  inherent  rights.  That 
thofe  whom  the  oppofuion  called 
Tories  (at  a  time  when  all  toryifm 
was  loft  in  general  loyalty,  and* 
love  of  law  and  liberty)  were  muiJb 
more  truly  deferving  the  appella-.' 
tion  of  Whigs,  than  they  whp  iiow*. 
proliituted 
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proftituted  its  name,  and  difgraced 
Its  principles,  by  abetting  an  in- 
folent  and  flavifh  rebellion,  againft 
the  fole  guardian  of  freedom  and 
order. 

The  other  party  retorted  thefe 
charges  with  fcorn.  They  faid, 
that  their  adverfaries  the  Court 
Whigs,  were  fo  fond  of  their  new 
allies  the  Tories,  that  thev  had 
perfeftly  gleaned  their  opinions 
and  language.  They  denied  To- 
ryifm  to  cxift,  only  becaufe  they 
had  become  Tories  themfclves. 
They  afferted  that  Whigifm  did 
not  confift  in  the  fupport  of , the 
po^joer  of  parliament,  or  of  any 
other  ponver ;  but  of  the  rights  of 
the  people.  That  as  long  as  par- 
liament proteded  thofe  rights,  fo 
long  parliament  was  facred.  But 
if  parliament  (hould  become  an  in- 
ftrument  in  iYivading  them,  it  was 
no  better  in  any  refpeft,  and  much 
worfe  in  fome,  than  any  other  in- 
ftrument  of  arbitrary  power.  That 
the  ancient  Whigs,  like  the  mo- 
dern, contented  for  things,  not 
names.  That  the  Tories  are  like- 
wife  now,  as  well  as  formerly,  true 
to  their  principles.  They  never 
quarrelled  with  a  parliament  of 
their  own  party  ;  that  is,  a  parlia- 
ment fubfervient  to  the  crown,  ar- 
bitrary, intolerant,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  freedom  of  mankind.  That 
if  parliaments  dellroy  the  liberty 
of  the  fubje£l  in  America,  they 
are  overturning  its  principle  every 
where.  They  faid,  that  to  be 
burthened  by  parliament  is  not  law 
and  liberty,  as  the  Tories  in  the 
maflc  of  Whigs  have  the  effrontery 
toalfert;  but  to  have  the  public 
exigencies  judged  of,  and  its  con- 
tributions affefTed,  by  a  parliament 
or  fome  other  affembly  (the  name 
is  immaterial)  of  itt  oiun  choice^-^ 


this  is  law  and  liberty;  and  ivo- 
thing  elfe  is  fo.  Such  are  whig 
principles ;  becaufe  if  they  were 
different,  the  whig  principles  could 
not  form  a  fcheme  of  liberty;  but 
»vould  be  juil  as  flavifh  as  any  that 
were  ever  imputed  to  the  abetters 
of  the  rankefl  defpotifm. 

In  this  manner,  the  controver- 
fies  dividing  and  fubdividing  the 
nation,  the  public  became  fome- 
what  lefs  languid  towards  the 
meeting  of  parliament.  Petitions 
met  the  addreffes  from  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  was  for 
fome  time  doubtful  which  way  the 
fcale  would  incline.  From  the  ci- 
ties of  London  and  Brillol  very 
long  reprefentati.ons  were  pre- 
fented,  dwelling  chiefly  on  th« 
inefHcacy  of  all  the  late  coercive 
and  reflridive  meafures ;  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  were  inevitable  to  our 
own  trade  from  the  deltrudlion  of 
the  American ;  the  advantage 
which  our  rival  neighbours  would 
derive  from  our  divifions.  The 
danger  and  fhame  of  employing 
foreign  mercenaries  to  decide  our 
domeflic  differences  ;  and  the  im- 
proper manner  of  carrying  on  the 
war  by  burning  of  towns,  favage 
invafions,  and  infurred^ions  of  ne- 
groes. They  flate  in  proof  of  the 
difpofition  of  America  to  reconci- 
liation, the  large  remittances  (he 
had  made,  the  large  debts  fhe  had 
voluntarily  paid;  and  particularly 
the  fupply  of  corn  from  thence, 
after  all  export  trade  from  Eng- 
land had  ceafed :  by  which  means 
the  miferies  of  adlual  famine  in 
this  country  had  been  prevented. 
On  the  whole,  they  implore  the 
termination  of  fo  unfortunate  a 
difpute  by  pacific  methods,  and  by 
accommodation,  rather  than  by 
arms. 
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The  Newfoundland  fi{hery  in 
the  prefent  year,  did  not  in  any 
degree  anfwer  the  expcdlations 
which  were  held  out  in  the  preced- 
ing  feffion,  of  the  eafe  with  which 
the  great  American  (hare  of  it  was 
immediately  transferrable  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
fignal  advantages  which  they 
would  from  thence  derive.  For 
though  there  was  probably  fome 
fmall  increafe  of  fhips  and  men 
both  from  England  and  Ireland 
employed  in  the  fifhery^  they  were 
not  in  any  manner  equal  to  fup- 
plying  the  deficiency  which  the 
Jate  law  had  occafioned,  even  fup- 
pofing  that  no  new  obftacles  were 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  that  all 
other  matters  had  continued  in 
their  ufual  Hate.  But  the  retalia- 
tion, which  was  praftifed  by  the 
Americans,  of  cutting  off  our 
flheriesfrom  all  provifions  and  fup- 
plies  from  the  colonies,  (a  meaiure 
which,  however  fimple  and  obvi- 
ous, does  not  feem  to  have  been 
apprehended  till  it  was  felt)  threw 
the  whole  buiinefs  upon  the  banks 
and  coafts  of  Newfoundland  into 
the  greateft  diforder  and  confufion, 
and  brought  diltrefs  upon  all  who 
were  employed  by  fea  or  land.  To 
prevent  the  Hill  more  dreadful 
confequences  of  famine,  a  num- 
ber of  fhipsj  inftead  of  being 
loaded  with  fifli,  were  neceflarily 
fent  oft  light,  to  procure  flour  and 
provifions  wherever  they  were  to 
be  fburd.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was 
computed,  that  to  the  value  of  a 
full  half  million  fterling  was  left 
in  the  bowels  of  the  deep,  and  for 
ever  loll  to  mankind,  by  the  firit 
operation  of  the  Filhery  Bill. 

Thofe  who  were  averfe  to  the 
American  meafures,  confidered  the 
calamities  which  fell  on  the  Britiih 
.     V©L.  XIX. 


fiihery  as  a  fort  of  judgment  from 
heaver,  againft  thofe  who  made 
laws  to  deprive  mankind  of  the 
benefits  of  nature.  To  the  fame 
eaufe  they  were  ready  to  attribute 
a  dreadful  temped,  the  fury  of 
which  was  chiefly  difcharged  on 
the  fhores  of  Newfoundland.  This 
awful  wreck  of  nature,  was  as  An- 
gular in  its  circumftances,  as  fatal 
in  its  efFefts.  The  fea  is  faid  to 
have  rifen  thirty  feet  almoft  in- 
ftantaneoufly.  Above  {even  hun- 
dred boats  with  their  people  pe- 
rifhed^  and  feveral  (hips  with  their 
crews.  Nor  was  the  mifchief 
much  lefs  on  the  land,  the  waves 
overpafling  all  mounds,  and  fweep- 
ing  every  thing  before  them.  The 
fhores  prefented  a  fhocking  fpefta- 
cle  for  fome  time  after,  and  the 
fifhing  nets  were  hauled  up  loaded 
with  human  bodies. 

Thefe  circumflances,  together 
with  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  laft  cam- 
paign, and  the  difficulty  of  re- 
cruiting at  homei  feemed  for  a 
while  to  caft  fome  damp  upon  the 
fpirit,  which  had  been  raifed  and 
kept  alive  with  fo  much  induftry 
for  carrying  en  the  American  war; 
But  the  court  was  not  difcouraged. 
Through  all  obftacles  they  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  their  objeft. 
They  opened  feveral  negociations 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  or- 
der to  fupply  the  deficiency  at 
home.  The  obtaining  of  fuch  aa 
aid,  was  upon  this  occafion  a  mat- 
ter of  difficulty.  The  vaftnefs  of 
the  diftance,  and  the  adventuring 
to  a  new  world,  were  terrifying, 
and  rendered  the  profpedl  of  re- 
turn doubtful.  Germany  is  now 
the  only  country  in  Europe  which 
is  an  open  market  for  that  fort  of 
traffic.  But  the  fending  of  its 
people  to  fuch  a  diilance,    being 
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liable  to  be  conftrued  as  contrary 
to  the  conftitutions  of  the  empire, 
might  chance  to  be  rerented,  not 
only  by  the  head  of  that  body,  but 
perhaps  by  one  of  its  members. 
And  if  the  opinions,  or  likings,  of 
men  who  were  conftrained  to  att 
merely  as  machines,  were  matters 
at  all  to  be  confidered,  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  voyage,  to  an  inland  people 
who  fcarcely  knew  the  fea  by  re- 
port, mull  have  beejj  dreadful  and 
odious  in  the  higheft  degree. 

In  thefe  difficulties,  a  negocia- 
tion  is  faid  to  have  been  entered 
into  with  the  court  of  Peterfburg 
for  20,000  Ruffians.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  treaty  was  at  one 
lime  in  confiderable  forwardnefs. 
But  the  extreme  diftance  of  the 
fervice,  the  difficulty  of  recal,  the 
little  probabiliiy  that  many  of 
them  would  ever  return,  and, 
above  all,  the  critical  ftace  of  pub- 
lic affairs  throughout  Europe,  and 
particularly  in  the  North,  after 
the  moft  fanguine  hopes,  prevent- 
ed its  fucceis.  A  long  negocia* 
tion  was  alfo  carried  on  at  the 
Hague,  for  the  Scotch  brigade, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  in 
the  Dutch  fervice,  and  always  al- 
lowed to  be  recruited  from  Scot- 
land. No  doubt  was  entertained 
for  a  time  of  fuccefs  in  this  treaty, 
and  it  caufed  great  debates  in  the 
AiTembly  of  the  States-General, 
where  the  fimilarity  between  the 
prefent  ftruggles  of  the  Americans, 
and  their  own  original  efforts 
againll  oppreffion,  were  defcribed 
by  fome  of  the  ftates  in  warm  co- 
lours, and  the  impropriety  of  a 
republic,  which  had  mtCdf  pur- 
chafed  freedom  at  fo  dear  a  price, 
and  by  fo  long  and  arduous  a  llrug- 
gle,  interfering  in  any  manner,  in 
depriving  others  of  their  liberties^ 


was  placed  in  the  ftrongefl:  point 
of  view,  until  at  length  the  propo- 
fal  was  rejec'led.  In  Holland,  the 
Englifh  party  is  always  exceeding- 
ly powerful.  Buton  this  occafion, 
thofe  who  were  the  moll  warmly 
affeded  to  the  interell  of  this  na- 
tion, were  faid  to  have  been 
againft  the  meafure  offending  the 
troops.  They  declared  loudly 
againila  war  which  tended  to  drive 
America  to  the  protection  df 
France,  as  ruinous  to  the  welfare 
both  of  England  and  of  Holland  5 
and  thought  it  better  by  withhold- 
ing the  means  of  it,  to  compel 
the  Britifh  miniftry  to  pacific 
courfes.  The  city  of  Rotterdam, 
and  fome  other  towns,  were  an 
exception  to  this  general  fentiment. 
in  the  former,  thie  merchants  of 
North-Britain  have  had  a  long 
eftablifhment  and  great  power,  and 
the  opinions  prevalent  in  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  muft  have 
great  weight  in  that  commercial 
city.  It  is  not  a  pleafing  circum^ 
fiance,  though  perhaps  of  no  con- 
fequence,  that  in  all  the  countries 
of  Europe,  in  which  public  affairs 
are  a  fubjeft  either  of  writing  or 
convcrfation,  the  general  voice  has 
been  rather  in  favour  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, Even  Voltaire  and  Rouf- 
feau,  who  never  agreed  in  any 
thing  e\{e,  are  faid  to  hold  the 
fame  opinion  upon  that  fubjedl. 

Difappointed  in  Ruffia  and  in 
Holland,  we  were  thrown  back, 
upon  Germany,  as  our  only  re- 
fource  for  foreign  troops.  A  fuc-. 
cefsful  negociation  was  according- 
ly opened  with  the  Princes  of  Hefle 
and  Brunfwick,  and  fome  fmaller 
flates,  by  which  we  at  length  con'- 
tradled  for  large  bodies  of  men, 
the  particulars  of  which  we  fhall 
fee  in  their  due   place.     In    the 
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meati  time,  the  Xing  thonght  it 
ncceflary  to  fend  five  battalions  of 
his  electoral  troops,  to  replace  the 
likenuinber  of  Englifh,  in  the  in- 
portant  gaffifons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  thereby  to  increafe  the 
force  in  America  with  the  addition 
of  the  latter. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
fcafon,  government  went  to  a  valt 
expence,  in  fending  out  provifions 
and  neceflaries  of  all  forts,  for  the 
fupply  and  relief  of  the  army  in 
Bofton.  As  the  want  of  frelh  pro- 
vifions of  every  fort  was  one  of 
their  principal  grievances,  and  had 
caufed  much  ficknefs  amongft 
them,  the  remedy  of  that  evil  was 
an  objeft  of  principal  confidera- 
tion.  For  this  purpofe,  much  cat- 
tle ofall  kinds  were  contrafted  for 
and  (hipped  for  America.  It  is 
faid,  that  no  lefs  than  5000  oxen^ 
14000  of  the  largeft  and  fattell 
Iheep,  with  a  vaft  number  of  hogs, 
were  purchafed  and  fent  out  alive. 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds  were  alfo 
bought  upin  incrediblequantities, 
and  new  arts  were  employed  in 
curing  them.  Ten  thoufand  butts 
of  ftrong  beer  were  fupplied  by 
two  brewers. 

Five  thoufand  chaldron  of  coals 
were  purchafed  in  the  river,  and 
fhipped  off  for  Bofton  ;  even  the 
article  of  faggots  was  fent  from 
London.  The  feemingly  trifling 
neceflaries  of  vegetables,  cafks, 
and  vinegar,  amount,  in  two  di- 
llin^l  articles,  where  they  are  de- 
tached from  the  general  compre- 
h^nfion  of  other  provifions,  to  near 
22000I.  And  though  we  had  but  a 
fingle  regiment  of  light  cavalry  at 
Bolton,  the  articles  of  hay,  oats, 
and  beans,  amounted  to  nearly  as 
much.  The  iramenfe  (Charge  of 
i'uppiytng  an  army  at  fuch  a  dif- 


tancffi  was  now  for  the  firft  time 
experimentally  felt.  Befides  -  the 
cvpence  of  thefe  articles  we  have 
mentioned,  and  the  charge  of 
flour,  corn,  and  failed  provifions, 
near  half  a  million  of  money 
was  expended  in  the  purchafe 
of  coined  Spanilh  and  Portugal 
fpecie,  and  tranfmitted,  for  the 
extraordinary  and  contingent  arti- 
cles in  various  branches  of  militarj' 
operations,  which  were  confined 
nearly  to  a  fingle  town.  The  ex- 
pence  fwellcd  in  every  thing. 
From  tha  multitude  of  tranfport^ 
employed  in  the  diiferent  parts  of 
the  fervice,  the  price  of  tonnage 
was  raifed  one-fourth  above  its 
ufual  rate.  As  the  contrafts  were 
very  lucrative,  the  connexions  of 
thofe  who  had  intereft  to  obtain 
them  extenfive,  and  the  number  of 
perfons  who  found  employment  or 
benefit  by  the  different  fervices  in- 
finite, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at^ 
that  fuch  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
ftances,  formed  a  numerous  and 
zealous  party  in  fupport  of  govern- 
ment j  and  that  they  (hould  ear- 
neftly  wifti  for  the  continuance  of  a 
war,by  which  they  profited  fo  much. 

It  did  not-feem  an  ill-founded 
expedation,  that  thefe  liberal  fup- 
plies,  befides  reftoring  health  and 
fpirits  to  our  forces,  would  have 
filenced  the  general  clamour  that 
had  been  raifed,  and  removed  the 
too  juft  complaints  that  had  been 
made  by  the  army,  of  the  bad  and 
unwholefome  quality  of  the  provi- 
fions with  which  they  had  been 
lately  furnifhed.  Things>  how- 
ever, turned  out  very  untowardly 
in  this  rcfpec^.  Whether  it  was 
that  the  orders  were  not  i/Tued  in 
time,  or  that  delays  occurred  in 
the  execution,  which  could  neither 
have  been  forefecn  or  prevented  ; 
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however  it  was,  the  tranfports  were 
not  ready  to  proceed  on  their 
voyage,  until  the  year  was  (o  far 
advanced  as  to  render  it  nearly  im- 
pradicable.  By  this  means  they 
were  detained  upon  our  own  coafts 
by  contrary  winds,  or  toffed  about 
by  tempefts,  until  the  greater  part 
of  their  live  cargoes  of  hogs  and 
iheep,  particularly  the  latter,  pe- 
rifhed,  fo  that  the  channel  was 
every  where  flrewed  with  the  float- 
ing carcafes  of  thefe  animals,  as 
they  were  driven  about  by  the 
winds  and  tides.  A  great  part  of 
the  vegetables,  over  fermented  and 
peri(hed. 

Nor  was  the  condition  of  the 
tranfports  mended  when  they  got 
clear  of  our  own  coalls.  They 
were  peculiarly  unfortunate  as  to 
winds  and  weather  in  the  mid  fea?, 
and  as  they  approached  to  the 
place  of  their  dellination,  the 
American  periodical  winds  were 
fet  in,  which  blew  fall  in  their 
teeth,  and  drove  them  off  from  the 
coaih.  Thus  feveral  of  them  were 
blown  off  totheWeft-IndianiQands, 
where  they  arrived  in  great  di- 
flrefs;  others  that  got  entangled 
•with  the  American  coafts,  were 
either  taken,  or  feized  in  thofe 
harbours  and  creeks  where  they 
put  in  for  fhelter.  The  f^w  that 
arrived  at  Bofton,  had  beat  the 
feas  from  three  ta  four  months, 
and  being  nearly  wrecks,  their 
cargoes  fuftered  accordingly.  A 
very  incopfiderable  portion  of  the 
refreftimeiu  procured  at  fo  vafl  an 
expence,  and  that  too  in  a  n>ifera- 
ble  condition,  arrived  at  the  place 
©f  itsdeftination. 

As  the  compaffion  and  humanity 
o.f  this  country  are  always  awake 
to  the  wretched,  and  particulaily 
t&  thole  who  are  fufferers  in  the 


caufe  of  thf*  public,  a  fubfcrip-* 
tion  was  opened  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  year,  for  the  relief  of 
the  foldiers  at  Bofton,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  thofe  that 
were  flain.  This  fcheme  was  moll 
liberally  fupported.  and  feveral 
thoufand  pounds  were  fubfcrihed 
in  a  little  time.  A  great  number, 
however,  withheld  their  benevo- 
lence from  this  purpofe  upon  prin- 
ciple, who  could  not  have  been 
fufpefted  of  doing  it  upon  any 
other  account.  Thofe  who  confi- 
dered  the  meafures  now  purfuing, 
as  unjurt  and  opprelTive  to  Ame- 
rica, and  ruinous  to  their  country, 
thought  they  fhould  participate  ia 
the  guilt  of  thofe  crimes,  and  ren- 
der themfelves  anfwerable  for  the 
mifchiefs  which  they  foreboded,  if 
the}'^  gave  encouragment,  much 
lefs  granted  rewards,  to  thofe  who 
were  the  immediate  adors  in  car- 
rying them  into  execution.  Many 
alfo  thought,  that  fuch  contribu- 
tions were  degrading  to  the  fer* 
vice;  but  that  it  was  flill  more 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  a 
great  nation,  to  admit  that  any 
of  its  fervants,  much  lefs  thofe 
who  were  fighting  its  battles, 
(hould  be  confidered  as  objeds  of 
public  charity.  Others  thought  it 
abfurd  to  add  to  the  vaft  mafs  of 
expences  already  incurred  by  the 
public,  and  which,  if  they  had 
been  well  applied,  were,  as  they 
faid,  more  than  fufficient  to  have 
provided  the  greateft  comfort  and 
abundance  to  the  foldiery.  Some 
Ihips  which  arrived  from  Bofton, 
and  exhibited  the  fpedlacle  of 
ir.bimed  and  wounded  foldiers, 
with  the  wives  and  children  of 
thofe  thwt  were  flain,  all  of  whom 
Wf^re  in  the  moft  extreme  degree  of 
mifery  aad  wretchednjefs,  did  net 
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fail  to  quicken  the  humanity  of 
fuch  as  were  not  adluated  by  the 
motives  we  have  mentioned.  This 
fubfcription  was,  however,  confi- 
dered  as  a  kind  of  political  touch- 
ftone,  and  the  degree  of  attach- 
ment to  government,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  meafured  by  the  extent  of  the 
bounty. 

By  thefe  and  other  means,  the 
fpirit  in  favour  of  the  American 
war  was  kept  up.  To  difcounte- 
nance  the  rtrong  o'ppofition,  which 
it  was  thought  would  be  made,  to- 
wards the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
the  minds  of  men  were  filled  with 
rumours  of  confpiracies  and  trea- 
fonable  correfpondence  with  the 
rebels  in  America.  The  molt 
diftinguifhed  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  minority  were  di- 
retflly  pointed  at.  They  were 
charged  with  having  been  the 
incendiaries,  who  by  their  dark 
and  wicked  practices  had  kindled 
up  the  war.  I  his  language  found- 
ed in  many  of  the  addr^fles.  But 
the  news-papers  were  indurtrioufly 
filled  with  it.  There  it  was  daily 
and  confidently  alferted,  that  a 
very  great  number  of  letters  from 
the  moft  conliderable  Peers  and 
members  of  parliam -nt  had  been 
intercepted,  and  were  adlually  in 
the  hands  of  government.  Thefe 
they  aflerted  would  be  laid  before 
the  Grand  Council  of  the  nation, 
when  the  Tower  would  be  fpeedily 
filled  with  perfons  of  rank,  and  a 
full  harvell  of  impeachments  and 
punilhments  fucceed.  This  was 
carried  fo  far,  that  it  was  faid  a 
number  of  the  members  of  both 
houfes,  who  were  defcribed  and 
underllood,  would  not  venture  to 
attend  their  duty  in  parliament  at 
the  meeiing. 

Such  reports,   if  not   perfedlly 


well  founded,  are  cautioufly  to  be 
encouraged  or  permitted,  as  cer- 
tain inevitable  coiiiequences  moft 
neceflarily  follow,  which  may  be 
productive  of  much  mifchief  and 
danger.  For  when  the  minds 
of  any  people  have  been  long 
brooding  over  fuch  fubjeds,  trea- 
fons,  plots,  and  confpiracies,  will 
haunt  the  fleeping  and  waking 
dreams  of  the  weak,  and  exercife 
the  profligate  and  wicked  inge- 
nuity of  thofe,  who  make  ufe  of 
the  public  fear  and  credulity  in 
framing  accufations.  They  may 
ferve  even  to  fuggeft  fchemes, 
which  overwife  might  not  be 
thought  of,  to  men  of  an  enthuii- 
allic  turn  and  daring  character. 

At  the  opening  of  the  feflion, 
the  report  of  aeon  rpiracy  of  a  moft 
extraordinary  nature,  at  firft  alarm- 
ed the  public  fears,  though  it  af- 
terw:irds  became  a  fubjeft  of  lefs 
ferious  difcuffion.  It  was  an- 
nounced in  the  Gazette,  that  a 
Mr.  Sayre,  an  American  born,  and 
then  a  banker  in  London,  was  com- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  Si  ire  to 
the  Tower,  for  high  treafon.  At 
firft,  people  conn eCled  this  account 
with  the  former  reports ;  and  it 
was  univerfally  fuppofed,  that  the 
treafon  of  Mr.  Sayre,  confifted  in 
remitting  money,  and  conveying 
intelligence  from  parties  here  to 
the  infurgents  in  America.  When 
the  real  ftory  came  to  be  known, 
it  could  be  icarcely  believed,  that 
the  offence  with  which  he  ftood 
charged,  was  nothing  of  this  fort. 
The  crime  for  which  he  was  com- 
mitted, was  a  defjgn  of  feizing 
the  perfon  of  his  Majefty,  at  noon- 
day, in  his  pafTage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  ;  of  conveying  him  a  pri- 
foner  to  the  Tower,  afterwards 
out  of  the    kingdom,    and   over- 
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turning  the  whole  form  of  govern- 
ment. The  means,  indeed.  Teem- 
ed very  inadequate  to  the  greatnefs 
of  the  end.  An  inconfiderable  fum 
of  money  was  to  be  difpofed  of  in 
bribing  a  few  Serjeants  of  the 
guards,  who  were  alfo  to  lay  out  a 
part  of  it  in  bribing  their  men, 
and  this  handful,  in  the  faces  of 
the  great  majority  of  their  fellows 
who  were  not  bribed,  were  to  ef- 
fect the  double  and  arduous  work 
of  feizing  the  King's  perfon  and 
the  tower  at  the  fame  time.  No- 
thing feemed  prepared  for  a  pur- 
pofe  of  this  kind ;  nothing  to 
overcome  the  military  power  which 
would  afTemble  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ;  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  other  obvious  impediments. 

It  was  faid  in  j unification  of  the 
commitment  on  fuch  extraordinary 
matter,  that  though  there  was  but 
one  witneO  to  this  charge,  his 
teftimony  was  pofitive.  That  the 
folly  of  a  wicked  attempt,  did  not 
prove  that  no  fuch  attempt  could  be 
made.  That  as  the  information 
was  officially  laid  before  the  Earl 
of  Rochford,  (who  was  then  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  fouthern 
department)  whatever  degree  of 
credit  it  obtained  in  his  private 
opinion,  he  was  obliged  officially, 
as  the  King's  perfon  was  at  all 
mentioned,  and  any  danger  to  it 
implied,  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
of  fuch  an  attempt.  It  muft  be 
admitted,  that  this  juftification, 
Tuppcfing  tlie  procefs  unexception- 
able, feems  perfedlly  good  in  law  ; 
but  whether  it  is  equally  fo  in 
point  of  policy  and  difcretion, 
may  be  doubted.  It  might  have 
been  as  advifable,  to  have  exa- 
mined into  the  nature  of  the  tranf- 
aclion,  and  how  far  it  might   be 


fupported  by  further  evidence,  be- 
fore fo  public  and  decided  a  flep 
was  taken. 

In  whatever  manner  the  difcre- 
tion  of  this    proceeding    may  be 
thought  of,  it  is  certain,  that  Mr, 
Sayre    was    taken    in     ^o    ,<,j 
his  houle,  and  his  pa-  -^ 

pers  feized,  when  being  examined 
before  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
confronted  with  his  accufer,  bail 
was  refufed  for  his  appearance, 
and  he  was  committed  to  clofc 
confinement  in  the  Tower. 

The  report  of  this  tranfaftion 
flew  like  wild-fire  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  for  a  while  con- 
firmed all  the  Rumours  that  had 
been  already  fpread  of  treafonable 
a(^s  and  defigns  ;  whilft  anxiety 
for  the  fafetyof  the  King's  perfon, 
and  the  indignation  and  horror 
excited  by  fo  atrocious  a  defign, 
abforbed  all  other  confiderations 
with  refpedt  to  public  affairs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  order 
with  refpeft  to  Mr,  Sayre's 
confinement,  was  fo  flri<^ly  com- 
plied with,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty, and  by  particular  applica- 
tion, his  wife  was  permitted  to  fee 
him,  while  all  his  other  friends 
were  refufed  that  liberty.  His 
confinement,  however,  lailed  only 
for  five  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  an  Habeas  Corpus  being 
granted  for  his  appearance  before 
the  Lord  Chief  Juflice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  the  matter  appear- 
ed in  fuch  a  light  to  that  noble 
Lord,  that  he  not  only  readily  ad- 
mitted him  to  bail,  but  received 
his  own  fecurity  in  the  trifling  fum 
of  500I.  and  that  of  two  fureties 
in  as  much,  for  his  appearance  to 
anJwer  for  the  charge.  No  profe- 
cution  was  attempted,  and  the  bail 
*  being 
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being  difcharged,  he  fued  Lord 
Rochford  for  illegal  imprifonment, 
for  which  a  jury  granted  him  a 


thoufand  pounds  damages,  liable^ 
however,  to  the  future  determina- 
tion on  a  queilion  of  law. 


CHAP.      IV. 

speech  from  the  throne,  AdJrefs,  Motion  for  an  amendment.  Great  de* 
hatis.  jimend?nent  rejeSed,  and  the  original  addrefs  paffed  by  a  great 
majority.  Debates  renenued  upon  recei'ving  the  report.  Motion  for  re- 
commitment y  nvithdra^wn.  Motion  for  a  nenu  amendment y  fubjiituted  in 
its  place.     Amendment  rejected y  after  long  debates y  and  the  original  ad' 

'  drefs  pajfed.  Motion  for  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,     Great  debates.     Original  addrefs  paffed,     Protefi, 


SUCH  was  in  general  the  ftate 
of  public  aftairs  in  England 
and  America,  previous  to  and 
about  tht  time  of  the  meeting  of 

r>x\      c.\,     parliament.       In     the 
Oct.  26th,   f        .  c        .1.     , 

'  ipeech  from  the  throne, 

''^'  afrer  accounting  for 
this  early  meeting  by  the  fituation 
of  America,  heavy  complaints  were 
made  of  the  mifreprefentations  of 
the  leaders  of  fedition  in  the  colo- 
nies, who  having  firrt  infufed  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  a  fyftem 
of  opinions  repugnant  to  their  true 
conftitutional  fubordination,  had 
at  length  commenced  hoitilities, 
and  ufurped  the  whole  powers  of 
government.  His  Majelly  then 
entered  into  the  difference  of  the 
views  of  thofe  leaders,  and  of 
thofe  of  the  crown  and  parliament, 
from  whence  the  former  derived 
their  prefent  advantages.  The 
view  of  the  latter  was  rather  to  un- 
deceive, than  punifh.  Therefore 
only  fmall  forces  were  fent,  and 
propofitions  of  a  conciliatory  na- 
ture accompanied  the  meafures 
taken  to  enforce  authority.  The 
former,  whilll  they  endeavoured 
10  delude  with  fpecious  profeflions, 
had  in  view  nothing  but  the  efta- 
blifhingof  an  independent  empire. 
That  the  confequences  of  the  fuc- 


cefs  of  each  plan  were  too  obvious. 
The  fpirit  of  the  Britilh  nation  was 
too  high,  and  its  refources  too  nu- 
merous, to  fuffer  her  tamely  to 
lofe  what  had  been  acquired  wiih 
fo  great  toil,  nurfed  with  great 
tendernefs,  and  protected  at  much 
expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 
That  wifdom,  and  in  the  end  cle- 
mency, required  a  full  exertion  of 
thefe  refources.  That  the  navy 
had  been  increafed,  and  the  land 
forces  greatly  augmented.  Foreign 
fuccours  (though  no  treaty  vsas 
then  concluded)  were  held  out. 
The  difpofition  of  the  Hanover 
troops  in  Mahon  and  Gibraltar 
was  fpecified.  Jn  the  end,  an  af- 
furance  of  the  royal  mercy  was 
given,  ?.s  foon  as  the  deluded  mul- 
titude fhould  become  fenfible  of 
their  error,  and  to  prevent  the  in- 
conveniences which  might  arife 
from  the  great  diftance  of  their  fi- 
tuation, and  to  remove  as  foon  as 
pofTible  the  calamities  which  they 
fuffer,  authority  would  be  given 
to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot, 
to  grant  general  or  particular  par- 
dons and  indemnities  ;  in  fuch 
manner,  snd  to  fuch  perfons,  as 
they  fhould  think  fit,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  fubmiflion  of  any  pro- 
vince or  colcny  which  fhould  be 
[/)]  4  difpofed 
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difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegiance. 
It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  it  might 
be  proper  to  ^uthorife  fuch  com- 
miflloners,  to  reftcre  any  province 
or  colony,  returning  to  its  alle- 
giance, to  the  free  excrcife  of  its 
trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the 
fame  protcflion  and  fecurity  as  if 
it  had  never  revolted. 

At  the  conclufion  they  were  in- 
formed, that  from  affu ranees  re- 
ceived, as  well  as  from  the  general 
appearances  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
there  was  no  apparent  probability 
that  the  meafures  which  they  might 
adopt,  would  be  interrupted  by 
difputes  with  any  foreign  power. 

The  addreffes  in  anfwer  to  this 
fpeech,  which,  as  ufual,  were  an 
adoption  of  the  whole,  with  no 
other  alteration  in  the  terms,  but 
^'hat  was  neceflary  to  the  differ- 
ence of  fituation  of  the  makers, 
produced  fimilar  effcdls  with  thofe 
of  the  preceding  feffion  ;  long  and 
earneft  debates  in  both  houfes,  and 
a  proieft  in  one.  The  refemblance 
was  not  lefs  perfedl  in  the  fuperior 
force  by  which  they  were  carried 
through. 

The  minority  were  little  dif- 
pofed to  give  way  to  thefe  ad- 
dreffes  in  the  form  in  which  they 
were  brought  in.  An  amendment 
to  the  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  moved  for  by  Lord 
John  Cavendilh,  propcfing  to  leave 
out  the  whole,  except  the  intro- 
dudory  paragraph,  and  to  fubfti- 
tuie  in  the  place  a  declaration, 
•♦  That  they  beheld,  with  the  ut- 
moft  concern,  the  diforders  and 
difcontents  in  the  colonies,  rather 
increafed  than  diminifhed  by  the 
means  that  had  been  ufed  to  fup- 
prefs  and  allay  them  ;  a  circum- 
itance  alone  fufficien:  to  give  them 
juit  reafon  to  fear,  that  thofe  means 


were  not  originally  wellconfidered» 
or  properly  adapted  to  their  end?. 
That,  they  were  fatisfied  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  misfortune  had, 
in  a  great  meafure,  arifen  from  the 
want  of  full  and  perfe^l  informa- 
tion of  the  true  Itate  and  condition 
of  the  colonies  being  laid  before 
parliament ;  by  reafon  of  which, 
meafures  injurious  and  inefficacious 
had  been  carried  into  execution, 
from  whence  no  falutary  end  could 
have  been  reafonably  expe«^ed  ; 
tending  to  tarnifh  the  luftre  of  the 
Britifh  arms,  to  bring  difcredit  on 
the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty's  coun- 
cils ;  and  to  nourifh,  without  hope 
of  end,  a  moft  unhappy  civil  war. 

*'  That,  deeply  impreifed  with 
the  melancholy  ftate  of  public  con- 
cerns, they  would,  in  the  fullefl: 
information  they  could  obrain,  and 
with  the  moft  mature  deliberation 
they  could  employ,  review  the 
whole  of  the  late  proceedings, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  difco- 
ver,  as  they  will  be  moft  willing  to 
apply,  the  moft  effedual  means  of 
rertoring  order  to  the  diftraded  af- 
fairs of  the  Britifli  empire,  confi- 
dence to  his  Majefty's  government, 
obedience,  by  a  prudent  and  tem- 
perate ufe  of  its  powers,  to  the  au- 
thority of  parliament,  and  fatis- 
fadion  and  happinefs  to  all  his 
people.  That,  by  thefe  means, 
they  truft  to  avoid  any  occafion  of 
having  recourfe  to  the  alarming 
and  dangerous  expedient,  of  call- 
ing in  foreign  forces  to  the  fupport 
of  his  Majefty's  authority  within 
his  own  dominions,  and  the  ftill 
more  dreadful  calamity,  of  fhed- 
ding  Britifh  blood  by  Britiftiarms." 

This  motion  brought  on  a  ferics 
of  long  and  moft  intcrefting  de- 
bates, which  were  condu»5led  with 
the  utmoft  eagernefs,  and  uncea- 
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jiug  energy  on  both  fides,  and  in- 
termixed with  much  acrimony  and 
bitternefs.  In  this  conteft  the 
fpeech  was  taken  to  pieces,  and 
every  part  of  it  moft  feverely  fcru- 
tinized.  The  minillers  were 
charged  with  having  brought  their 
fovereign  into  the  molV  di (graceful 
and  unhappy  fituation  of  any  mo- 
narch now  living.  Their  conduft 
had  already  wrelteJ  the  fceptre  of 
America  out  of  his  hands.  One 
half  of  the  empire  was  loft,  and 
the  other  thrown  into  a  ftate  of 
anarchy  and  confufion.  After  ha- 
ving fpread  corruption  like  a  de- 
luge through  the  land,  until  all 
public  virtue  was  loft,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  inebriated  with  vice  and 
profligacy,  they  were  then  taught, 
in  the  paroxyfms  of  their  infatua- 
tion and  inadncfs,  to  cry  oat  for 
havoc  and  war.  Hiftory  could  not 
Ihew  an  inftance,  of  fuch  an  em- 
pire rained  in  fuch  a  manner. 
They  had  loft  a  greater  extent  of 
dominion  in  the  firft  campaign  of 
a  ruinous  civil  war,  which  was  in- 
tentionally produced  by  their  own 
ads,  than  the  mcft  celebrated  con- 
querors had  ev^er  acquired  in  fo 
ftiort  a  fpace  of  time. 

The  fpeech  was  faid  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  a  mixture  of  affumed  and 
falfe  fads,  with  fome  general  un- 
defined and  undifputed  axioms, 
which  nobody  would  attempt  to 
controvert.  Of  the  former,  that 
of  charginfi;  the  colonies  with  aim- 
ing at  independence,  was  feverely 
reprehended,  as  being  totally  un- 
founded, being  dircdly  contrary 
to  the  whole  tenor  cf  their  condud, 
to  their  moft  exprefs  declarations 
both  by  word  and  by  writing,  and 
to  what  QvQry  perfon  of  any  intel- 
ligence knew  of  their  geneaal  tem- 
per and    difpoiipioQ.      But  what 


they  never  intended,  we  may  drive 
them  to.  They  will  undoubtedly 
prefer  independence  to  flavery. 
They  will  never  continue  their 
connexion  with  this  country,  un- 
lefs  they  can  be  conneded  with  its 
privileges.  The  continuance  of 
hoftility,  with  the  determined  re» 
fufal  of  all  fecurity  for  thefe  privi- 
leges, will  infallibly  bring  on  fc- 
paration. 

The  charge  of  their  making 
profeflions  of  duty,  and  propofals 
of  reconciliation,  only  for  the  in- 
fidious  purpofe  of  amunng  and  de- 
ceiving, was  equally  reprobated. 
It  was  infifted,  that,  o.)  the  con- 
trary, thefe  ha  J,  from  the  begin- 
ning, told  them  honeftly,  openly, 
and  bravely,  without  difguife  or 
reRrve,  and  declared  to  all  the 
world,  that  ihey  never  would  fub^ 
mit  to  be  arbitrarilf  taxed  by  any 
body  of  men  whatfoever,  in  which 
they  were  not  repr-jfented.  They 
did  not  whifper  behind  the  door, 
ncT  mince  the  matter;  they  told 
fairly  what  they  would  do,  and 
have  done,  if  they  were  unhappily 
urged  to  the  lafc  extremity.  And 
thai  though  the  mini'lers  afFedled 
not  to  believe  them,  it  was  evident, 
from  the  armament  which  they 
fent  out,  that  they  did  ;  for  how- 
ever incompetent  that  armament 
has  been  to  ihe  end,  nobody  could 
admit  a  doubt  that  it  was  intended 
to  oppofe  men  in  arras,  and  to 
compel  by  force;  the  incompetence 
for  itr  parpofjs  proceeding  merely 
from  that  blind  ignorance,  and 
total  mifconception  of  American 
affairs,  which  had  operaied  upoa 
the  minifters  in  every  part  of  their. 
conduct. 

This  fhameful  accufation,  they 
faid,    was     only     to    cover    that., 
wretched  conduct,  and,  if  poflible,^ 

to" 
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to  hide  or  excufe,  the  difgrace  and 
failure  that  had  attended  all  their 
meafures.  Was  any  other  part  of 
their  policy  more  Commendable, 
ormorefuccefsfal  ?  Did  the  cruel 
and  fangainary  laws  of  the  pre- 
ceding feflion,  anfwer  any  of  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  pro- 
pofed?  Had  they  in  any  degree 
fulfilled  the  triumphant  predic- 
tions, had  they  kept  in  countenance 
the  overbearing  vaunts  of  the  mi- 
niller?  They  have  now  funk  into 
the  fame  nothingnefs  with  the  ter- 
rors of  that  armed  force  which  was 
to  have  looked  all  America  into 
fubmiffion.  The  Americans  have 
faced  the  one,  and  they  defpife 
the  injuftice  and  iniquity  of  the 
ethers. 

Yet  the  minifters  cannot  pretend 
that  they  have  entered,  or  been 
led,  blindfolded  into  thefe  de- 
Itruftive  meafures.  They  have 
been  repeatedly  warned,  feifion 
after  feflion,  of  the  danger  in 
which  they  were  involving  them- 
felves,  and  of  the  ruin  into  which 
they  were  plunging  the  nation  ; 
the  confequences  were  fo  truly  fore- 
told, the  prediftions  have  been  fo 
cxaftly  verified,  that  they  feem 
now  rather  the  efFeft  of  fome  ex- 
traordinary infpiration,  than  of 
reafon  founded  upon  obfervation, 
and  applied  to  the  nature  and  re- 
lation of  things.  Thefe  warnings 
they  received  from  thofe  gentlemen 
in  oppofition,  whom  they  wifh 
and  endeavour  to  iligmarize,  as 
operated  upon  only  by  fadious 
motives,  as  enemies  to  their  coun- 
try, and  as  framers  of  fedition 
both  here  and  in  America.  Thefe 
are  the  CafTandra's,  who  foretold 
the  deftruftion  which  the  minifters 
were  bringing  upon  their  country, 
and  who,  becaufe  they  forefaw  the 


danger,  are  unworthily  to  be 
blackened  with  the  imputation  of" 
having  produced  the  evils  which 
they  foretold. 

But  the  rainifters,  they  faid,  had 
other  fources  of  information,  and 
which,  in  fpite  of  reafon  and  ex- 
perience, they  were  ftill  evidently 
determined  to  rely  upon.  Thefe 
were  the  falfe,  partial,  illiberal 
reprefentations,  of  artful,  defign- 
ing,  and  interefted  men,  who  had 
held  public  offices  in  America,  and 
who  wanted  to  increafe  their  own 
influence,  emoluments,  and  au- 
thority, as  well  to  find  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  petty  prejudices 
and  refentments,  by  extending  the 
powers  of  the  crown  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  people.  Men  who  be- 
came at  length  fo  foured  by  the 
oppofition  they  met  with,  and  the 
confequent  difappointment  in  all 
their  fchemes,  thai  all  their  fcnti- 
ments  feem  to  have  been  dictated 
only  by  malice  and  revenge. 

The  difgrace  and  danger  of 
calliftg  in  foreign  troops  to  fettle 
our  domelVic  quarrels,  of  rendering 
them  the  arbiters  in  a  conteil  with 
our  own  people,  were  ftrongly  in- 
filled upon  by  the  oppofition. 
They  faid,  that  this  new  dignity, 
of  which  we  were  become  of  late  {o 
wonder fu Pry  fond,  was  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature.  That  while  it 
was  fo  irritable  with  refped  to  our 
own  people,  that  the  mention  of 
an  American  right  or  privilege, 
operated  upon  it  in  the  moft  vio- 
lent degree,  it  crouched  in  the 
moft  fuppliant  manner  in  its  com- 
merce with  foreigners.  It  was  not 
difficult  to  bring  examples  from 
hillory,  to  fhew  the  danger  of 
callino:  in  fcreigrners  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances. 

The    country    gentlemen    were 
repeatedly 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


L<f 


repeatedly  called  upon  to  fupport 
the  amendmcnr,  and  not  to  give 
their  approbation  to  the  dangerous 
and  fanguinary  meafures  propofed 
in  the  fpeech,  until  they  had,  at 
lead,  conliJered  the  fubjeft,  and 
had  the  neceflary  information  laid 
before  them.  They  were  afked, 
if  they  would  for  ever  continue  to 
run  blindfolded  into  every  de- 
ftru6live  meafure  that  was  pro- 
pofed, without  once  hefitating  or 
reflefting  upon  the  common  ruin, 
in  which  they  were  involving  them- 
felves  with  the  nation  ?  Would 
they  ftiil  follow,  without  exami- 
nation or  enquiry,  thofe  leaders 
who  had  already  deceived  and 
mifled  them  in  every  thing,  until 
they  had  brought  us  into  our  pre- 
fent  moft  difaftrous  circumftances? 
Had  they  yet  had  time  to  confider 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fup- 
port of  an  army  of  70,000  men,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic? 
Had  they  calculated  how  many 
thoufand  tons  of  (hipping  would 
be  neceflary  for  their  conveyance, 
and  for  their  fupport,  or  what  the 
expcnce  might  amount  to,  of  fup- 
plying  them  with  frefti  provifions 
from  Smithfield  market,  and  with 
vegetables,  and  all  other  necefla- 
ries,  from  London  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood ?  Thefe  were  matters 
of  ferious  confideration.  The  land- 
tax  muft  this  feflion  be  rifen  to 
four  fhiilingff,  and  the  moft  fan- 
guine  imagination  can  fcarcely 
hope  that  it  will  ever  again  be 
lowered,  even  fuppofing  the  moft 
fortunate  change  of  circumftances. 
Thus  are  their  eftates  already 
mortgaged  to  one  fifth  of  the  value 
of  their  clear  income  ;  and  if  this 
ruinous  war  is  carried  on  to  the  ex- 
tent that  is  held  out,  they  might 


expedl  at  its  end  to  find  the  mort- 
gage doubled. 

They  were  taught  to  confider, 
fuppofing,  (which  was  far  from 
being  admitted)  that  we  fhould  be 
fuccefsfu),  how  they  fhould  be  re- 
paid the  enormous  expences  which 
they  muft  neceflarily  incur  in  profe- 
cuting  the  conflidl.  They  were  alk- 
ed,  whether  burnt  towns,  military- 
executions,  a  total  lofs  of  trade,  a 
change,  or  annihilation  of  pro- 
perty, with  ruined  and  depopu- 
lated provinces,  ftill  fmoaking  un- 
der all  the  calamities  of  a  cruel  ci- 
vil war,  would  be  able  to  repay 
fifty,  fixty,  or  a  ftill  greater  num- 
ber of  millions  of  money,  which 
would  probably  be  loft  or  expend- 
ed in  the  conteft.  This  firft  lofs, 
great  as  it  might  be,  was  not, 
however,  the  wOrft  part  of  the 
confequence.  Thofe  wide  and 
ruined  dominions,  irritated  as  the 
remaining  poffeflbrs  ever  muft  con- 
tinue, with  an  immortal  abhor- 
rence of  our  name  and  nation, 
could  only  be  kept  in  fubjugation, 
by  an  immenfe  ftanding  army,  and 
a  very  confiderable  naval  force. 
They  demanded  whether  any  gen- 
tleman, the  leaft  informed  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,  could  once 
imagine,  that  fuch  an  eftablifti- 
ment  would  or  could  be  fupported 
by  fuch  a  people.  America,  in  its 
priftine  ftate  of  vigour  and  felicity, 
when  it  gloried  in  the  Engli'fti 
conftitution,  v/as  itfelf  a  living 
and  unparalleled  proof  of  its  ex- 
cellence, and  pointed  it  out  as  an 
honour  to  human  nature  and  fo- 
ciety,  muft,  even  in  that  ftate, 
have  funk  beneath  the  burthen. 
How  will  it  be  then  when  ftie  is 
thus  fallen  and  debilitated,  and 
when  ftic  confiders  every  man  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  that  fervice  by  fea  and 
land,  as  rivetiing  on  her  chains, 
as  her  fwcrr.  and  implacable 
enemy  ? 

The  fleet  and  army  of  England, 
and  as  (he  has  not  men  fufficient, 
hofts  of  foreign  mercenaries  muft 
be  hired,  and  compofe  her  Hand- 
ing peace  eftabliihment.  The 
confequences  of  fo  enormous  an 
additional  power  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  are  too  ob- 
vious to  require  any  comment,  and 
too  melancholy  to  be  dwelt  upon 
with  pleafure.  The  Englifh  con- 
ilitqtion  will  inevitably  perllh  in 
the  fame  grave,  into  which  our 
pride  and  injuftice  had  a  little  be-^ 
fore  precipitated  the  liberties  of 
America. 

If  fuch  are  the  confequences  of 
the  moll  perfed  fuccefs  which  the 
■ijnirters  can  wiih  for,  by  the 
cpmpleat  redudhon  of  the  colonies, 
they  afked,  in  what  fituation  Ihali 
we  be  if  we  fail  in  the  attempt? 
The  mod  violent  advocates  for  war, 
do  not  even  pretend  to  any  cer- 
tainty of  fuccefs.  That  queilion 
is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  pro- 
blematical ;  and  are  the  confe- 
quences in  that  event  to  be  totally 
overlooked?  Should  we  unfortu- 
nately be  foiled  and  difgraced  in  a 
ruinous  pontell  with  our  own  peo- 
ple, in  a  war  attended  with  cir- 
cumlLinces  of  expencf,  before  un- 
hrard  of  in  the  hiilcry  of  mankind, 
and  unfuppofed  in  the  calculations 
of  politicians;  ftiould  our  fleets  and 
arm}es  be  wnftcd  and  ruined,  our 
treafures  exhauiltd,  our  expendi- 
ture and  raxes  increafed,  in  an 
inverfe  proportion  to  our  lofs  of 
power,  dominion,  and  comrpcrce, 
whilft  a  newly-acquired  debt  was 
overwhelming  ihe  old,  and  our  an- 
cient friends  and  feliow-fubjefts 
were  become  our  rivals  and  com- 


petitors in  every  thing  that  was 
left,  if  the  pofTibility  of  thefe  un- 
happy events  is  admitted,  is  not 
the  prefent  a  proper  time  to  view 
them  in  their  utmoft  extent,  and  to 
ufe  every  poffible  means  to  prevent 
their  taking  place  ?  Is  not  the  fi- 
tuation in  which  fuch  circum- 
ftances  would  place  us  withrefpe£l 
to  the  reft  of  Europe,  an  object 
of  con fi deration  ? 

Surely  no  fubjefts  were  ever 
difcuiTed  in  any  alfembly,  which 
called  more  ftrongly  for  the 
fulleft  and  cleared  information, 
the  moft  mature  deliberation,  and 
for  higher  wifdom  in  determin. 
ing. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  con- 
tended by  oppofition,  that  either 
adminiftration  had  been  moft 
grofsly  impofed  upon  themfelves 
in  every  thing  relative  to  the  colo- 
nies, or  had  intentionally  de- 
ceived and  mifled  parliament,  by 
the  fupprelTion  of  true  information, 
and  the  advancement  of  falfe,  in 
order  thereby  to  lead  the  nation 
piecemeal,  and  by  Hated  progrefTes 
into  a  war,  until  they  were  fo  far 
involved,  that  there  could  not  be 
a  pofljbility  of  receding.  From 
thefe  premifes  they  inferred,  that 
whether  our  calamities  proceeded 
from  their  ignorance  and  incapa- 
city, or  from  a  traiterous  defign 
of  impofition,  in  either  cafe,  they 
were  no  longer  fit  to  be  trulled  in 
any  public  affairs,  much  lefs  with 
thofe,  which  they  had  already  in- 
volved in  fuch  ruin,  it  being  to-, 
tally  immateri:il  in  this  relpeft, 
what  motives  influenced  their  con- 
dud,  cr  from  what  caufes  iheir 
faults  proceeded. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  veracity 
of  the  fpeech  in  all  its  parts,  was 
warmly  contended  for.  In  parti- 
cular, the  charge  againft  the  Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans  of  feeking  independence, 
was  moll  ftrenuoufly  fupportcd. 
In  proof,  it  was  aflced,  whether 
the  Congrefs  had  not  feized  all  the 
powers  of  government?  Whether 
they  had  not  raifed  armies,  and 
taken  meafures  for  paying,  cloath- 
ing,  and  fubfifting  them?  Have  they 
not  iffued  bills  to  a  great  amount 
upon  continental  credit?  Are  they 
not  forming  a  marine?  Are  they 
not  waging  war  in  all  its  forms 
againft  this  country,  at  the  very 
inftant  that  they  hypocritically  pre- 
tend to  owe  a  conflitutional  obe- 
dience to  her  ?  Are  thefe  acls  of 
fovereignty  and  independence,  or 
are  they  only  the  dutiful  and  loyal 
applications  of  fubjefts  for  obtain- 
ing a  redrefs  of  grievances  ?  It  was 
infilled,  that  their  words  corre- 
fponded  with  their  aftions ;  that 
in  the  intercepted  letters  and  pa- 
pers, as  well  as  the  public  writings 
and  declarations  of  feveral  of  their 
leaders,  they  boafl  of  the  labour 
and  fuccefs  with  which  they  are 
new  modelling  their  government, 
and  talk  of  their  new  empire  as 
already  eftablifhed.  Can  any  one 
after  this  pretend  to  quellion  the 
tendency  of  their  views? 

It  was  alked,  what  even  the  lan- 
guage they  held  out  for  the  de- 
ception of  this  country  amounted 
to  ?  The  Congrefs  have  declared 
in  general  terms  that  they  did  not 
aim  at  independency.  But  if  we 
examine  their  particular  claims, 
and  compare  them  with  this  gene- 
ral aflertion,  we  fhall  find,  that 
the  dependence  which  they  would 
acknowledge,  will  virtually  amount 
to  little  more  than  a  nominal  obe- 
dience to  whoever  fits  on  the 
throne,  and  very  nearly  a  renun- 
ciation of  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
JBritiih  legiilature* 


As  to  conciliation,  every  hopC 
of  that  fort,  was  faid,  to  be  now 
at  an  end.  Parliament  had  al- 
ready tried  every  experiment  to 
reclaim  the  incorrigible  difpofition 
of  the  Americans,  endeavouring, 
if  poflible,  to  avoid  bringing  mat- 
ters to  the  utmoft  extremity.  But 
what  has  Ihe  gained  by  this  con- 
duft?  her  lenity,  her  reluAancc 
to  punifli,  was  conftrued  into  weak- 
nefs  and  fear,  and  the  time  which 
Ihe  facrificed  to  forbearance  and 
moderation,  was  feduloufly  applied 
by  the  Americans  to  preparation, 
and  war.  If  the  matter  in  difpute 
were  merely  a  contention  for  a  re- 
venue, it  might  be  prudent  to  fuf- 
pend  that  claim  till  a  more  favou- 
rable feafon;  parliament,  though 
(he  could  not  give  up  the  right  of 
taxation,  had  already  obviated  the 
objedlions  that  were  made  to  the 
exercife  of  it,  by  permitting  the 
Americans  to  tax  themfelves ;  but 
what  return  have  they  made  to  this 
indulgence?  they  have  given  a 
new  proof  of  their  difobedience  and 
contempt;  for  though  they  knew 
any  reafonable  fum  would  be  ac- 
cepted, they  would  not  gratify  this 
country  fo  far  as  to  contribute  a 
fingle  Ihilling  towards  the  common 
exigences  of  the  flatt . 

In  a  word,  it  was  infilled,  that 
the  quellion  was  no  longer  confined 
to  any  particular  exercife  of  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  but 
extended  to  the  very  being  of  the 
fovereignty  itfelf.  That  in  this 
Hate,  an  accommodation  was  im- 
practicable; and  any  advance  to- 
wards it  on  our  fide,  except  jn  the 
line  laid  down  in  the  fpeech,  and 
accompanied  with  fuch  a  military 
force  as  would  command  obe« 
dience,  would  be  pernicious  as  well 
as  difgraceful.  It  was  ackno^y- 
Icdged, 
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Icdged,  tbat  it  were  much  to  be 
wiftied,  that  affairs  were  now  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  fituation,  that 
they  had  been  in  the  year  1763  ; 
fcut  matters  had  taken  fuch  a  turn, 
and  things  were  fo  totally  changed 
fince  that  time,  that  it  was  in  vain 
now  to  look  back  ;  and  as  to  a  re- 
peal of  the  great  body  of  Ameri- 
can laws  which  had  been  pafled 
within  that  period,  fuch  a  meafure 
would  be  a  virtual  furrender  of 
America,  to  all  ufeful  or  beneficial 
intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 

As  to  any  retrofpeft  into  the 
caufes  of  thefe  troubles,  or  the 
jtnanner  in  which  we  had  been 
brought  into  the  prefent  unhappy 
situation,  it  was  not  apprehended 
that  fuch  an  enquiry  could  anfwer 
any  ufeful  purpofe.  The  prefent 
obje£l  was  to  remedy,  not  to  in- 
veftigate  the  evil.  It  was  believ- 
ed, that  no  miniflry  iince  the  time 
of  the  ftamp  a^l  had  been  entirely 
free  from  blame  upon  the  fubjedt ; 
that  probably  the  fault  did  not  fo 
much  lie  in  any  particular  mea- 
fures,  as  in  that  variable  and  fluc- 
tuating conduct,  which  had  fo  re- 
markably prevailed  with  refpeft 
to  America ;  that  the  nature  of 
our  government,  however,  had 
rendered  fuch  a  condudl  in  fome 
degree  unavoidable  ;  but  the  great 
weight  of  blame  was  thrown  upon 
thofe,  who  not  fatisfied  with  expref- 
iing  their  difapprobation  of  parti- 
cular meafurcs,  had  argued  both 
within  and  without  doors,  again  ft 
the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legi- 
-flatnre  itfelf ;  and  who,  from  an 
excefs  of  zeal  in  fupport  of  Ame- 
rica, and  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
colonies  might  be  ruled  with  too 
-heavy  a  hand>  feemed  too  much 
to  forget  the  intereft  of  the  mother 
•cguutry. 


As  to  the  expediency  of  adopt* 
ing  the  mcafures  propofed  in  the 
fpeech,  it  was  faid,  that  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  queftion.  We  were  nov/ 
in  a  fituation,  which  did  not  afford 
a  pafTibility  of  receding,  without 
fhame,  ruin,  and  difgrace.  The 
contcft  was  empire.  We  muft  ei- 
ther fupport  and  eftablifh  our  fo- 
vereignty,  or  give  up  America  for 
ever.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were 
upon  them.  The  future  fate  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  and  of  ages 
yet  unborn,  would  depend  upon 
their  firmnefs  or  indecifion.  A 
flrong  pidlure  was  drawn,  of  the 
confequences  that  would  attend 
America's  becoming  an  independ- 
ent empire  ;  of  her  interference 
with  us,  in  our  trade,  and  in  our 
deareil  interefts,  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  It  was  acknow- 
ledged, that  tiie  redudion  of  Ame- 
rica would  be  attended  with  great 
and  numerous  difficulties.  That 
it  was  a  conteft  of  the  moft  ferious 
nature ;  and  however  fuccefsful 
we  might  be,  that  the  confequen- 
ces muft  be  feverely  felt  by  the 
nation.  But  hovyever  awful  the 
fituation,  it  was  the  firft  duty  of 
a  great  national  afiiembly,  not  to 
defpair  of  the  republic  ;  and  where 
the  intereftsof  a  great  people  were 
at  ftake,  difficulties  mult  be  en., 
countered  and  overcome,  not  fub* 
mitted  to. 

The  difficulties  were  not,  how- 
ever, greater  than  we  had  often 
furmounted.  Let  us  recoiled  the 
ftrength,  the  numerous  refources, 
and  above  all,  the  high  and  invin- 
cible fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
which,  when  rouzed,  knows  no 
oppofition,  but  rifes  in  proportion 
to  the  ::;  ignitude  of  the  difficulty 
and  danger.  Let  us  recoiled  the 
creat,   exienfive,    and   fuccefsfal 
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wars,  which  this  country  carried 
on  before  America  was  known  5 
or  that  late  period  when  we  de- 
fended this  very  people  from  the 
attacks  of  the  moll  powerful  and 
warlike  nation  in  Europe;  when 
our  armies  gave  law,  and  our  fleets 
rode  triumphant  on  every  coalt. 
Shall  we  then  be  told,  that  this 
people  of  yefterdav,  whofe  greai- 
ncfs  is  the  work  of  our  own  hands, 
can  rofift  the  powerful  efforts  of  this 
nation. 

As  to  the  danger  apprehended 
from  foreign  powers,  they  faid, 
that  we  were  never  more  unembar- 
raflfed  in  that  refpecl  than  at  pre- 
fent  ;  but  that  however,  it  were 
ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that  we  were 
to  court  the  approbation,  and  wait 
the  confen  t  of  every  ilatedn  Europe, 
before  we  durft  venture  to  quell  or 
to  punifh,  a  commotion  or  rebel- 
lion among  our  own  people.  They 
concluded  thatwar  was  at  all  times 
an  evil,  but  in  many  indances,  as 
in  this,  an  inevitable  one;  that  in 
fuch  cafes,  reg»et  or  complaint 
could  anfwer  no  purpofe  ;  we  were 
plunged  in,  and  mull  depend  upon 
our  native  refources  and  bravery  to 
carry  us  through  as  fuccefsfully  as 
they  had  already  fo often  done  upon 
other  occafions. 

Amongft  the  matter  brought 
forth  by  the  replies  to  fome  of  the 
foregoing  pofitions,  the  concilia, 
tory  propofition  of  the  preceding 
feffion,  became  of  courfe  a  fubje^i 
of  difcuflion.  The  oppofltion  con- 
tended, that  taxation,  as  it  had 
been  originally,  was  ftill  the  ob- 
jed  of  contention  ;  that  it  was  not 
in  any  degree  changed  by  what 
was  falfly  and  ridiculoufly  called 
the  conciliatory  propofition  ;  the 
Americans  denied  the  right  and 
refilled  the  power  of  taxation^  as 


unconftitutional ;  an  infidious  pro* 
pofal  is  held  out,  folely  with  re* 
gard  to  the  temporary  manner  of 
exercifing  that  right ;  a  propofal 
which,  far  from  giving  it  up,  had 
been  fupported  as  the  ttrongell  and 
mod  effedual  exer^ife  of  it,  and 
which  was  evidently  calculated, 
only  to  produce  diiTentions  amongft 
the  colonies,  without  fatisfa^ftion 
to  that  country,  or  relief  to  thi§* 
No  change  is  made  in  the  claim^ 
or  in  the  caufe  of  difpute.  They 
rejeft  that  alfo ;  and  the  queftion 
is  ftill  in  its  original  flate,  without 
the  lead  change  in  refpetl  to  its 
nature  or  effenee.  They  therefore 
in  lifted,  that  it  was  not  fad,  that 
theAmericanswhenconftitutionally 
called  upon,  had  ever  refufed  to 
contribute  a  juil  proportion  to  the 
defence  of  the  empire. 

The  queftion  of  rebellion  wa? 
alfo  agitated  ;  ^nd  it  was  alTertcd, 
that  the  taking  up  of  arms  in  the 
defence  of  juft  rights,  did  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britilh 
conftitution,  come  within  that  com- 
preheniion.  It  was  alfo  afferted 
with  great  confidence,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  mifchiefs  the 
Americans  had  fuffered,  and  the 
great  loflcs  they  had  fuftained,  they 
would  ftill  readily  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  return  with  tlte  greateft 
good-will  and  emulation  toitheir 
duty,  if  candid  and  unequivocal 
meafures  were  taken  for  re-inftat- 
ing  them  in  their  former  rights. 
But  that  this  muft  be  done  fpeedi- 
ly,  before  the  evils  had  taken  too 
wide  an  extent,  and  the  animoiity 
and  irritation  arifing  from  them, 
had  gone  beyond  a  certain  pitch. 

The   boafted   lenity    of   parJia- 

ment  was   much    rallied.     It  was 

alked,  whether  the  Bofton  port  bill. 

by  which,  without  triitl  or  condem- 
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nation,  a  number  of  people  were 
ftripped  of  their  commercial  pro- 
perty, and  even  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  their  real  eftates,  was  an 
inftanceof  it  ?  Was  it  to  be  found 
in  the  fifhery  bill,  by  which  large 
countries  were  cutoff  from  the  ufe 
«f  the  elements,  and  deprived  of 
theprovifion  which  nature  had  al- 
lotted for  their  fallen ance  ?  Or  was 
taking  away  the  charter,  and  all 
the  rights  of  a  people,  without 
trial  or  forfeiture,  the  meafufe  of 
lenity  from  which  fuch  applaufe 
was  now  fought  ?  Was  the  indem- 
nity held  out  to  military  power  le- 
iiiry.  Was  it  lenity  to  free  foldiers 
from  a  trial  in  the  country,  where 
themurders  with  which  they  (hould 
ftand  charged,  when  afling  in  fup- 
port  of  civil  and  revenue  officers, 
were  committed,  and  forcing  their 
accufers  to  come  to  England  at  the 
pleafure  of  a  governor  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  long  and 
warm  debates,  all  the  old  queilions 
on  the  right  of  taxation,  on  vir- 
tual rcprefentation,  on  the  digni- 
ty of  parliament,  the  fupremacy 
of  the  legiflature,  and  on  the  ab- 
folute  neceffity,  that  a  fupreme  and 
uncontroulable  power,  muft  be 
fomev^here  lodged  in  all  govern- 
ments, were  again  canvaflVd  ;  and 
the  old  ground,  which  hdd  been 
fo  often  traced,  was  fo  embellilh- 
ed,  either  by  a  frefhnefs  of  colour- 
ing, or  by  changing  the  pofition, 
or  fituation  of  the  objeds,  as  to 
give  it  in  feveral  parts  the  appear- 
ance of  novelty. 

The  gentleman  who  had  fe- 
conded  the  motion  for  the  addrefs, 
and  who  had  himfelf  been  a  go- 
vernor of  one  of  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies, having  hazarded  fomething 
like  a  propofal,  for  encouraging 
the  negroes  in  that  part  of  Anie- 


rica  to  rife  againft  their  maftersr; 
and  for  fending  fome  regiments  to 
fupport  and  encourage  them,  in 
carrying  thedefign  into  execution^ 
wa?  molt  feverely  reprehended  from 
the  other  fide,  and  the  fcheme  to- 
tally reprobated,  as  being  too 
black,  horrid,  and  wicked,  to  be 
heard  of,  much  iefs  adopted  by 
any  civilized  people. 

Thefe  long  debates  were  put  an 
end  to,  at  about  half  an  hour  paft 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  a 
divifion  upon  the  latter  motion  ; 
when  the  amendment  was  rejedled 
by  a  majority  of  278,  againft  108. 
The  original  quelHon  being  then 
putj  the  motion  for  the  addrefs 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

Though  the  fatiguing  bufinefi 
they  had  gone  through,  and  the 
latenefs  of  their  breaking  up^ 
would  have  well  excufed  the  re- 
eefs  of  a  day,  the  forms  of  the 
houfe  in  this  inftance  prevented 
it,  as  they  were  obliged,  that  after- 
noon, to  receive  the  report  upon 
the  addrefs,  from  the  committee. 
This  circumllance  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  renewing  all  the  pre- 
ceding debates,  and  for  bringing 
up  fuch  fubjefts,  as  had  either 
been  paffed  over,  or  but  flightly 
touched  upon  before. 

To  explain  this  matter  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  part 
of  the  fpeech  which  mentioned  as 
a  favour  the  fending  of  Hanove- 
rian troops  to  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca, as  well  as  the  correfponding 
part  of  the  addrefs,  which  acknow- 
ledged and  returned  thanks  for  it 
in  that  fenfe,  had,  befides  the 
party  in  declared  cppofition,  given 
difguft  to  feveral  of  thofe  gentle- 
men, who  call  themfelves  im/e- 
pendent}  a  dillinftion,  which  is 
well  known^  to  include  a  numerous 
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and  powerful  body  in  that  houfe. 
*rhe  gentlemen  under  that  appel- 
lation, v.ho  had  long  been  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  late  reigns  for  the 
fteadinefs  of  their  oppofition  to 
court  mearures,  have  for  feveral 
years  part  taken  the  contrary  ffde, 
and  been  as  remarkable,  from  an 
uniform  fupport  of  adminiftration, 
in  almofl  all  cafes.  In  American 
affairs  particularly^  they  have  al- 
ways been  among  the  foremoft,  in 
propofing  bi*  fupporting  the  moft 
coercive  meafures. 

It  is  fo  well  known,  as  fcarcely 
to  require  mention,  that  an  aver- 
fion  to  continental  connexions, 
with  fomething  bordering  upon  ah 
antipathy,  to  the  employing  of 
foreign  troops  in  any  cafe  vvhatfo- 
eVer,  had  formerly  beert  one  of 
the  moft  dilliftguhhed  tenets,  in 
the  political  creed  of  the  party 
which  we  have  defcribed  ;  and 
whatever  resolutions  other  parts 
of  their  dod\rine  may  fince  have 
undergone,  this  article  feems  to 
have  been  preferved  tolerably  pure 
atid  inviolate.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion,  however,,  it  (hewed  its  effi- 
cacy ;  for  fome  of  thefe  gentlemen 
were  fo  difiatisfied,  that  though 
they  warmly  approved  of  all  the 
othei*  pafts  of  the  addrefs,  they, 
upon  that  account  bnly,  went  away 
without  giving  their  votes.  Others 
who  continued  in  the  houfe  would 
not,  however,  give  their  votes, 
until  they  had  received  what  they 
underftood  to  be  an  affurance,  that 
full  fatisfadlion  would  be  after- 
wards given  upon  that  fubjeft. 

In  this,  however,  they  found 
themfelves  totally  difap pointed,  no 
difpofinon  at  all  of  the  fort  appear- 
ing in  the  minifter.  Whether  they 
confidered  themfelves  as  deceived 
or  not,  with  refped  to  the  implied 
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condition  on  which  many  of  theiti 
had  fupported  the  addrefs  in  the 
preceding  debate,  it  is  probable^ 
that  they  thought  themfelves  much 
(lighted  in  not  having  a  greater 
deference  paid  to  their  opinion  and 
principles,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  meafure  itfelf 
appeared  to  them  as  exceedingly 
illegal  and  dangerous.  By  tnis 
means,  wheii  the  report  carhe  to  be 
received,  the  minifter  found,  to 
his  furprife,  the  addrefs  unexpec- 
tedly attacked  and  oppofed  from 
all  quarters  ;  thofe  who  excepted 
only  to  that  particular  part,  being 
thrown  into  one  common  mafs  of 
oppofition,  with  thofe  who  equal- 
ly condemned  it  in  all  its  princi- 
ples. 

It  was  infilled  upon  in  the  moll 
peremptory  terms,  that  the  mea* 
fuj-e  w^s  illegal  and  unconftitu- 
tional  in  the  higheft  degree  ;  that 
it  was  direftly  repugnant  to,  and 
fubverfive  of  the  principles,  of  the 
bill  of  rights;  that  it  would  ella- 
blifh  a  precedent  of  a  molt  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous  tendency,  as  it 
recognized  a  right  in  the  crown  Co 
introduce  foreigners  into  the  Bri- 
ti(h  dominions,  and  to  raife  armii^s 
without  the  confdnt  of  parliament  j 
that  it  was  (lill  rendered  the  more 
.alarming,  and  required  the  more 
immediate  reprobation,  from  its 
being  wanton  and  unnecefTary 
in  point  of  policy,  and  from  its 
being  fo  ftrenuoufly  defended  by 
the  minifters,  both  of  which  af- 
forded too  much  room  (or  appre- 
henlion,  that  its  olienfibU  pur* 
poles  covered  others  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature. 

On  the  fide  of  adminlllration, 
the  exceptionable  claule  in  the  ad- 
drefs was  detenoed,  as  being  only 
a  compliment;  as  returning  thanks 
[£]  only 
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only  for  the  good  intentions  fron 
which  it  originated,  without  in- 
cluding any  approbation  of  the 
meafure  itfelf ;  that  decency  abfo- 
lotely  required  the  firll,  though 
they  fhould  hereafter  condemn  the 
other.  The  meafure  itfelf  was 
vindicated  on  the  plea  of  neceffi- 
ty,  on  the  ill  confequences  that 
might  have  proceeded  from  de- 
lay; on  the  ground  of  precedent, 
particularly  that  of  the  Dutch 
troops  in  the  year  1745  ;  its  being 
thoroughly  legal  and  conftitution- 
al,  was  'alfo  ftrongly  contended 
for;  and  the  crown  lawyers  en- 
deavoured to  reftrain  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  by  (hew- 
ing that  its  operation  extended  no 
farther  than  this  ifland. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minifler 
was  repeatedly  called  upon  from 
different  parts  of  the  houfe,  and 
by  many  of  his  old  and  warm 
friends,  as  well  as  by  the  real  op- 
pofition,  to  give  an  aflurance,  that 
if  the  addrefs  was  permitted  to 
pafs  in  its  prefent  form,  he 
would,  on  fome  future  day  to  be 
appointed,  bring  the  legality  of 
the  meafure  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe.  The  minifter 
was,  however,  at  that  time  abfb- 
lutely  inflexible  on  that  point.  He 
perhaps  confidcred  this  peevifh- 
nefs  in  his  own  party,  as  deferv- 
ing  rather  of  reprehenfion  than  in- 
dulgence. No  dircd  anfwcr  could 
be  obtained  from  him  ;  and  at 
length,  when  it  could  be  no  longer 
ihifted  off,  he  faid  with  an  appa- 
.rent  indifference,  that  the  mili- 
tary ellimates  would  foon  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  which  he  fup- 
pofed  would  afford  a  fitter  oppor- 
tunity for  the  difcufiion  of  the  fub- 
jed  than  the  prefent. 


However  it  was,  many  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  who  ufually 
fell  in  with  the  court,  did  not  con- 
fider  this  fteadinefs  as  well  timed. 
A  motion  was  made  by  one  of 
them,  and  feconded  by  another, 
for  re-committing  the  addrefs.  The 
debates  which  now  arofe  became  fo 
general,  as  by  degrees  to  take  in 
the  whole  round  of  American  bu- 
finefs.  Nothing  was  left  untouch- 
ed. In  the  courfe  of  them  it  was 
repeatedly  thrown  out  both  by 
friends  and  adverfaries,  that  the 
Hanoverian  bufinefs  was  not  a 
meafureof  the  minifter'sown;  and 
hints  were  given  that  it  had  been 
didated  by  the  fame  overruling  in- 
fluence, which  had  often  before 
been  charged  in  other  matters, 
with  obliging  him  to  aft  contrary 
to  liis  difpofition  and  opinion. 
Upon  this  imputation  of  fecret  in- 
fluence, he  avowed  the  meafure, 
and  acknowledged  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  advifed  it ;  declared 
that  he  thought  it  perfeftly  juiti- 
fiable,  and  was  fatisfied  that  it  was 
defenfible  on  every  principle  both 
of  law  and  of  the  conllitution. 

Jt  being  found  that  the  general 
motion  for  re-comraitment,  had 
a  good  deal  divided  the  country 
gentlemen,  many  of  whom  had 
already  voted  for  the  addrefs,  and 
were,  flill,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
had  not,  zealous  fupporters  of  its 
general  principles,  the  gentleman 
who  made,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  another 
was  framed  which  was  confined  to 
the  particular  ground  of  obje(5lion> 
that  the  obnoxious  pafTage  fhould 
be  expunged,  and  the  following 
words  inferted  in  its  place,  **  we 
will  immediately  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  meafure  of  introduc- 
ing 
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ing  foreign  troops  into  any  part 
of  ihe  dominions  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  pre- 
vious confent  of  parliament."  This 
motion  again  united  the  country 
gentlemen,  with  thofe  who  were 
averfe  to  the  addrefs  at  large. 

The  minifter  at  length  feeling 
the  affair  more  ferious  than  he 
could  have  apprehended,  and 
dreading  to  come  to  a  divifion 
until  the  country  gentlemen  were 
recalled  to  their  Itandard,  with 
great  addrefs,  converted  to  imme- 
diate ufe,  a  hint  which  was  thrown 
out  on  purpofe  by  one  of  the  law 
officers.  He  all  at  once  changed 
his  ground,  quitted  the  high  and 
peremptory  tone  of  authority,  faid, 
that  though  he  had  adviled  the 
meafure  as  believing  it  right,  and 
though  he  Hill  continued  to  think 
fo,  yet  as  other  gentlemen,  for 
whom  he  had  ever  held  the  higheft 
deference,  feemed  to  be  of  another 
opinion,  he  had  no  objection  that 
the  queflion  fhould  be  brought  in  a 
regular  and  parliamentary  manner 
before  the  houfe,  v/hen  he  would 
chearfully  abide  by  their  determi- 
nation ;  and  if  it  was  their  general 
fenfe,  that  the  meafure  was  ille- 
gal, or  unconllitutional,  he  fliould 
rell  the  defence  on  the  ground  of 
neceffity  only,  and  then  its  advifers 
might  receive  the  protedtion,  as 
was  always  pradllfed  in  fuch  cafes, 
of  an  ad  of  indemnity. 

This  conceffion  fet  e\try  thing 
to  rights.  The  country  gentle- 
men being  now  fatisfied,  returned 
to  their  ufual  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  oppofition  was  again 
reduced  to  what  was  properly  fo 
(lalled.  In  this  (late  of  things, 
1  the  quellion  being  put 
^  *  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
xnorning,  the  amendment  was  re- 


jeded,  and  the  addrefs  in  its  ori- 
ginal ftate  accordingly  pafl*ed  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  176, 
to  72. 

Among  feveral  peculiar  circum- 
llances  which  attended  the  debates 
of  both  thefe  days,  was  the  total 
defedlion  of  Gen.  Conway  from 
adminiftration  upon  the  firft,  who 
after  exprefling  the  utmoft  detefta- 
tion  of  that  official  principle,  that 
perfons  holding  places  mull  impli- 
citly fupport  government  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever,  and  however  con- 
trary to  their  opinion,  he  then  con- 
demned in  the  moft  deciiive  terms, 
the  American  war,  which  he  de- 
clared to  be  cruel,  unneceffary,  and 
unnatural;  calling  it  in  plain  terms 
a  butchery  of  his  fellow  fubjefts, 
and  to  which  his  confcience  for- 
bade him  to  give  his  affent.  He 
reprobated  every  idea  of  conquer- 
ing America,  upon  all  the  grounds 
of  jultice,  expediency,  and  prac- 
ticability. He  declared  in  the 
moft  unreferved  terms  againft  the 
right  of  taxation  ;  and  wifhed  to 
fee  the  declaratory  law  repealed, 
though  it  had  been  palled  under 
his  own  aufpices  when  in  admini- 
ftration, and  though  on  abftraft  le- 
gal principles  he  thought  it  right, 
and  at  the  time  of  paffing  it  pro- 
per and  necelfary,  rather  than  it 
fhould  be  employed  to  colour  de- 
figns,  the  moft  oppofite  to  the  in- 
tentions publicly  declared  of  thofe 
who  fupported  it  in  parliament; 
and  particularly  oppofite  to  the 
fulleft  declaration  of  his  own  at  the 
time  of  his  moving  it. 

He,  as  well  as  ieveral  other  ger» 
tlemen,  repeatedly  called  upon  the 
minifter,  to  give  them  fome  infor- 
mation of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Ame- 
rica, that  they  might  know  with 
certainty  upoa  what  ground  they 
[£]  2  flood. 
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Hood,  and  were  Ifk-Iy  hereafter  to 
fland,  beff^re  they  pafled  a  bloody 
addrefs,  which  would  be  a  Hand- 
ing record  againfl:  them,  and 
which,  notwithftanding  the  pro- 
fufion  of  fophidical  arguments  that 
were  now  ufed  to  palm  it  upon 
them,  by  endeavouring  to  explain 
away  its  fubftance,  and  to  repre- 
fent  it  only  as  froth  and  compli- 
ment, would  not  only  be  found  a 
curb  upon,  but  muft  in  a  great 
degree  influence  their  conduCl 
throughout  the  feffion,  notwith- 
ftanding any  information  they 
might  hereafter  obtain.  Some  of 
the  country  gentlemen  likewife, 
faid  they  had  gone  with  the  mini- 
fter  in  the  preceding  feflion,  upon 
a  fuppofition  that  he  had  given 
them  authentic  information  with 
regard  to  America;  but  now  find- 
ing by  the  event  that  they  had  been 
totally  deceived,  it  became  abfo- 
lutely  neceiTary  to  have  a  full  and 
clear  ftate  of  affairs  laid  before 
them,  prior  to  their  entering  into 
any  bufinefs  upon  the  fubjefl. 

This  matter  prefTed  very  hard 
upon,  and  was  extremely  vexa- 
tious to  adminiftration.  The  ac- 
counts from  America  were  at  that 
time  far  from  favourable.  It  was 
even  doubtful  whether  we  had  any 
thing  left  there.  The  giving  of 
any  particular  information,  with 
the  power  which  the  minirter  now 
pofTelTed  in  the  houfe,  was  indeed 
eafily  ftaved  off.  But  too  much 
was  already  publicly  known  from 
other  fources,  no:  to  render  it  dif- 
ficult to  account  for  the  failure  of 
fvccefs  in  many  inftances,  and  to 


ther  by  the  parliament,  in  not 
granting  a  fufficient  force;  by  the 
minillry,  in  an  improper  applica- 
tion of  the  force  granted  ;  or  by 
the  officers  who  commanded,  in  not 
carrying  the  defigns  which  were 
formed  into  execution,  he  would 
not  determine.  He  however  feem- 
ed  to  lean  upon  the  latter,  by  tajk- 
ingof  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  He 
alfo  made  an  apology  for  admini- 
ftration,  upon  the  ground  of  the 
peculiar  fituation  of  the  minifter  in 
this  country,  who,  notwithftand- 
ing any  fagacity  or  prefcience  he 
might  be  endued  with,  muft  wait 
for  the  opinion  of  the  people,  be- 
fore he  could  attempt  to  carry  any 
great  defign  into  execution  ;  and 
that  if  government  had  demanded 
a  force  of  40  or  50,000  men  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  parliament,  per- 
haps, might*  not  have  granted 
them. 

Another  gentleman  in  high 
power  and  office,  though  not  pro- 
perly a  member  of  adminiftration, 
acknowledged  there  were  faults 
fomewhere ,  but  afterwards  con- 
fined them,  by  faying  he  did  not 
know  whether  ..they  were  in  the 
fea,  or  the  land  department.  Some 
of  thofe  who  were  particularly 
attached  to  the  minifler,  charged 
him,  notwithftanding,  with  want 
of  vigour  in  the  American  bufi- 
nefs;  but  confoled  him  with  the 
afTurance  that  it  was  not  yet  toO 
late,  and  recommended  an  imme- 
diate adoption  of  the  moft  coercive 
meafures.  They  alfo  condemned 
feverely  the  inaftivity  of  the  pre- 
ceding   campaign;     but    left    the 


guard  againft  the  cenfure  which  of  blame  at  large  as  to  the  objeds. 
courfe  attended  it.  One  gentle-  The  minifter  pledged  himfelf 
man  in  adminiftration  acknow-  to  proceed  with  vigour  and  adi* 
ledged  that  there  had  been  mif-  vity.  Acknowledged  that  he  had 
management  fomewhere;  butwhe-    been  deceived  in  events ;  but  that 

he 
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he  had  adapted  his  meafures  laft 
feffion  to  the  then  ftate  of  affairs, 
not  imagining-  that  all  America 
would  have  armed  in  the  caufe. 
Adn.iniftration,  he  faid,  proceed- 
ed upon  the  information  they  had 
received;  if  other  gentlemen  were 
in  poffe.Tion  of  b^^tter,  why  did 
they  not  communicate  it?  Ob- 
ferved,  that  if  we  fuffered  by  the 
war,  America  would  fuffer  much 
more.  A  great  force  fhould  be 
fent  out,  accompanied  with  of- 
fers of  mercy,  upon  a  proper  fub- 
jniffioD.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed, 
that  America,  without  money, 
without  trade,  without  refources, 
would  continue  to  prefer  a  ruinous 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  the 
bleflings  of  peace,  and  a  happy 
dependence  upon  her.  He  pro- 
fefted,  that  there  wefe  no  inten- 
tions to  opprefs  America;  but  on 
the  contrary,  to  ellAblilh  the  moll 
mild,  juft,  and  equitable  govern- 
ment there. 

The  quelHon  upon  the  addrefs, 
was  fcarcely  lefs  warmly  agitated 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  than  in  that 
of  the  commons.  As  foon  as  it 
had  been  moved  for  and  feconded, 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  af- 
ter taking  a  rctrofpe^^ive  view  of 
the  condu<5l  or  different  adminiftra- 
tions  for  fome  years  with  refped  to 
America,  and  tracing  a  long  feries 
of  what  he  confidered  as  weak, 
coniradiftory,  and  opprefljve  mea- 
fures,  through  the  various  Itages 
of  their  unhappy  confequences, 
unto  their  final  termination  in  the 
prefent  upfhot  of  calamity,  then 
proceeded  to  examine  different 
parts  of  the  fpeech,  which  he  con- 
demned :n  the  moil  pointed  terms, 
contending  that  the  meafures  which 


wererecommended  from  the  throne, 
and  which  it  was  propofed  they 
fhould  now  give  a  fan6lion  to  by 
an  addrefs,  bore  the  moft  porten- 
tous afpe£l  to  the  Britifh  empire, 
and  were  big  with  the  mod  ruinous 
and  fatal  conf-quences.  His  lord- 
fhip  concluded  his  fpeech  by  mov- 
ing for  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs, fimilar  to  that  which  we 
have  reprefented  in  the  other 
houfe. 

The  prefent  debate  was  render- 
ed particularly  remarkable,  by  the 
fudden  and  unexpected  defedion 
of  *  a  noble  duke,  who  had  been  for 
fome  years  at  the  head  of  admini. 
ftration,  had  refigned  of  his  own 
accord,  at  a  critical  period  ;  but 
who  had  gone  with  government 
ever  fince,  and  was  at  this  time 
in  high  office.  The  line  which  he 
immediately  took,  was-  flill  more 
alarming  to  adminiflration  than 
the  ^61  of  defeftion.  Befides  a 
decifive  condemnation  of  all  their 
a«SLs  for  fome  time  pafl  with  refpedl 
to  America,  as  well  as  of  the  mea- 
fures 0O.V  held  out  by  the  fpeech, 
he  declared  that  he  had  been  de- 
ceived and  mifled  upon  that  fub- 
j?i:l ;  that  by  the  withholding  of 
information,  and  the  mifreprefen- 
tation  of  fadls,  he  had  been  induc- 
ed to  lend  his  countenance  to  mea- 
fures which  he  never  approved ; 
among  thofe,  was  that  in  particu- 
lar of  coercing  America  by  force 
of  arms;  an  idea  the  moft  diflant 
from  his  mind  and  opinion  ;  but 
which  he  was  blindly  led  to  give  a 
fupport  to  from  his  total  ignorance 
of  the  true  lUte  and  difpofition  of 
the  colonies,  and  the  firm  perfua- 
fion  held  out  that  matters  would 
never  come  to  an  extremity  of  that 


Duke  of  Grafton. 
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nature,  that  an  appearhnce  of  coer- 
cion was  all  that  was  requifite  to 
eftablifh  a  reconciliation,  and  that 
the  ftronger  government  appeared, 
and  the  better  it  was  fupported, 
the  fooner  all  difputes  would  be 
adj  ailed. 

He  declared,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  total  repeal  of  all  the  Ame- 
rican liws   which  had  been  pafled 
lince  the  year  1763,  could  now  re- 
ilore  peace  and  happinefs,  or  pre- 
vent the  molt  deftruftive  and  fatal 
confequences;  confequences  which 
could  not  even  be  thought  of,  with- 
out feeling   the   utmoft  degree  of 
grief    and    horror ;    that    nothing 
could  have  brought  him  out  in  the 
prefent  ill  ftate  of  his  health,  but 
the  fulleft  conviftion  of  his  being 
right,  a  knowledge  of  the  critical 
iituation  of  his  country,  and  a  fenfe 
of  what  he  owed  to  his  duty  and 
to  his  confcience;   that  thefe  ope- 
rated fo  ftrongly  upon  him,  that 
no  ftate  of  indifpofition,  if  he  were 
even  obliged  to  come  in  a  litter, 
fhould    prevent    his   attending    to 
cxprefs  his  utmoft  difapprobation 
of  the  meafures  v/hich  were  now 
purfuing,  as  well  as  of  thofe  which 
he   unde^ftood   from    the   lords   in 
office,  it  was  intended  ftill  to  pur- 
fue.     He  concluded  by  a  declara- 
tion, that  if  his  neareft  relations, 
or  deareft  friends,   were  to  be  af- 
fected by  this  queftion,  or  that  the 
Jofs  of  fortune,  and  of  every  other 
thing  which  he  moft  efteemed,  was 
to  be  the  certain  confequence  of 
his  prefent  condud,  yet  the  ftrong 
convidtion  and  compulfion,  operat- 
ing at  once   upon  his  mind   and 
confcience,  would  not  permit  him 
to  hefitate  upon  the  part  which  he 
fhould  take. 

Such  an  explicit  condemnation 
of  their  paft  conduct  and  prefent 


views,  and  coming  from  fuch  an 
authority,  feemed  at  firft  view  as 
alarming  to  adminiftration  as  it 
was  to.  the  houfe.  Nobody  could 
yet  tell,  nor  even  guefs,  where 
the  defeftion  might  end.  It  was, 
however,  productive  of  lefs  efFedt 
than  could  have  been  expected,  and 
confequently  attended  with  none 
of  the  danger  that  was  probably 
apprehended.  A  right  reverend 
Prelate  of  great  eloquence  and  abi- 
lity, who  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
had  both  fpoken  and  voted  for 
coercive  meafures,  took  the  fame 
part,  and  accounted  for  the  change 
in  his  fentiments  and  condu6t, 
upon  the  fame  principles  that  the 
noble  duke  had  done — mifinforma- 
tion,  deception,  a  total  failure  of 
all  the  promifes,  and  difappoint- 
ment  in  all  the  hopes,  held  out  by 
adminiftration  ;  but  above  all,  the 
ruinous  confequences  of  the  conteft, 
and  the  now  evident  impracticabi- 
lity of  coercion, 

A  noble  lord  in  adminiftration, 
and  who  continued  firmly  in  its 
fupport,  alfo  acknowledged  that 
he  with  his  brethren  in  office  had 
been  greatly  deceived,  and  there- 
by mifled  in  their  conduCt,  with 
refpeCt  to  American  affairs ;  from 
whence  it  proceeded,  that  the  mea- 
fures taken  v/ere  by  no  means  pro- 
portioned to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  fervices  which  they 
were  expeCted  to  perform.  All 
thefe  acknowledgments  from  fo 
many  quarters  of  the  want  of  real 
information,  or  charges  of  being 
mifled  by  faife,  afforded  a  ftrong 
ground  of  argument  to  the  oppofi- 
tion  in  fupport  of  the  amendment 
to  the  addrefs,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  gain  lime  for  a  thorough 
inveftigaiion  of  thefe  matters,  to 
prevent  their  being  plunged  blind- 
ly 
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ly  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war,  and  from  pledging  them- 
felves  to  fupport  the  fanguinary 
jncafures  propofed  in  the  fpeech, 
before  they  were  capable  of  form- 
ing any  judgment  upon  their  ne- 
ceffiy  or  expediency.  This  ground 
'the/  accordingly  dilpofed  of  to  the 
belt  advantage,  and  maintained 
ftiony.ly  ;  and  though  the  noble 
lorJ  we  have  lad  meniiooed,  attri- 
bu-^-i  thole  millakes  to  unforefeen 
events,  and  afterwards  endeavour- 
ed o  explain  away  the  entire  force 
of  whit  he  had  faid,  the  impref- 
fion  it  had  made,  concurring  with 
fo  J  any  other  tellimonies,  was  not 
eafily  removed. 

The  arguments  againft  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  confequently  in  iuD-* 
port  of  the  amendment,  were  ne- 
cefTarily  upon  the  fame  ground  in 
general  with  thcfe  in  the  other 
houle — The  great  hazard  qf  our 
failing  in  the  attempt  to  reduce 
America  by  force,  the  little  value  it 
woald  beof  if  we  fucceeded,  when 
conquered,  and  the  total  inability 
of  Great-Britain  to  retain,  for  any 
length  of  time,  fuch  a  fpecies  of 
dominion,  together  with  the  rui- 
nous confequences  that  mull  attend 
on,-  what  was  called,  fo  wild  and 
abfurd  an  attempt,  were  ftrongly 
urged,  and  placed  in  different 
points  of  view;  whilll  the  innu- 
merable advantages  we  muft  ira-- 
mediately  forego  in  fuch  a  contell, 
were  contrailed  with  the  fubltan- 
tial  benefits  we  (hould  continue  to 
reap  from  a  Hate  of  tranquillity, 
reciprocal  good  temper,  and  mu- 
tual confidence.  A  few  who  held 
the  higheft  notions  of  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  legiflature,  yet  con- 
demned in  the  llrongell  terms,  as 
an  ad  of  abfolute  infanity,  every 
idea  of  a  war,  or  of  attempting  to 


reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience 
by  mere  coercion.  A  young  no- 
bleman ,  who  within  a  few  days  after 
obtained  a  confiderable  place  at 
court,  and  who  had  been  remark- 
able in  the  preceding  feflion  for 
his  violence  againft  the  Americans, 
now  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his 
condemnation  in  the  moft  pointed 
terms  of  the  miniftry,  charging 
them  with  having  failed  in  their 
promifes  and  information,  of  being 
mifled  themfelves,  or  purpofely 
mifleading  others,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  trufted  or  fupported  with 
fafety  ;  he  had  not,  however, 
changed  his  fentimencs  with  re- 
fpedt  to  America,  but  confidered 
matters  as  totally  changed  there, 
throu^'h  their  want  of  timely  vi- 
gour, and  the  feafon  for  coercion 
being  now  pafled.  Upon  that  ac- 
count therefore,  and  a  total  want 
of  dependence  on  the  future  con- 
du6l  of  fuch  men,  he  was  for  clof- 
irg  with  the  noble  Duke's  propo- 
f  il,  of  repealing  all"  the  laws  lince 
the  year  1763,  as  the  only  means 
now  left  for  relloring  the  public 
tranquillity. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  the  lords  in 
adminiftration  to  ward  off  all  the 
attacks  which  were  made  upon 
them  from  fuch  different  quarters. 
The  failure' and  difappointment  in 
many  inllances  in  America,  were 
attributed  to  a  number  of  events, 
which  no  fagacity  could  have  fore- 
feen,  nor  prudence  prevented. 
Such  was  the  defedion  of  New 
York,  which  had  been  overawed, 
and  compelled  into  meafures  by 
the  Conneifticut  infurgenis,  which 
the  people  there  would  never  other- 
wife  have  adopted.  Such  was  the 
general  union  of  the  colonies,  par- 
ticularly of  the  fouthern  with  the 
northern  ;  a  fad  of  fo  extraordi- 

[E]  4  nary 
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nary  a  nature,  as  maft  dagger  the 
faith  of  pofterity,  and  which  feems 
ftibverfive  of  every  principle  found- 
ed upon  reafon  and  experience,  and 
of  every  inference  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  mankind.  It  was  ac- 
knowledged, that  adminiftraiion 
had  been  miftaken  and  deceived  in 
many  particulars  ;  but  fuch  murt 
ever  be  the  cafe^  when  the  fource 
of  information  lies  at  fo  great  a 
diftance  ;  they  communicated  with 
men,  and  as  fuch  they  were  liable 
to  err;  if  they  had  been  to  regu- 
late their  condudl  by  mere  matters 
of  faft,  miftakes  would  have  been 
fcarcely  excufable  j  but  from  the 
nature  of  this  bufinefs,  they  were 
obliged  to  proceed  upon  a  kind  of 
information,  which  related  more  to 
opinion  than  to  fads,  being  the  tem- 
per and  difpoiition  of  the  feveral 
colonies ;  all  they  could  do  in  this 
cafe  was  to  apply  to  thofe  who 
had  the  bell  opportunity  of  being 
thoroughly  informed  on  the  fub- 
TJeft  ;  whatever  fuccefs  might  at- 
tend thio  method,  it  vyas  not  in  th 
power  of  humanity  to  have  done 
better. 

It  was,  however,  ftlll  to  be  hop- 
ed, that  when  a  fufficient  force 
was  fent  out  to  emancipate  the 
friends  of  government,  the  well- 
difpofed,  and  the  peaceable,  and 
this  force  accompanied  with  terms 
of  grace  to  thofe  who  had  violated 
the  laws,  that  the  colonies  would 
fbon  return  to  their  duty,  without 
waiting  to  experience  thofe  cala- 
mities, or  urging  the  mother  coun- 
try to  thofe  meafures  of  devaftation 
and  ruin,  which  had  hem  foftrong- 
1y  depictured,  and  fo  pathetically 
lamented,  on  the  other  fide.  But 
however  that   might  be,  we  were 


now  in  a  fituatioq  which  admitted 
butof  one  choice  of  meafures.  We 
mull  either  reduce  the  colonies  to 
fubmiflion,  or  for  e\er  relinquifh 
all  power  and  dominion  over  them, 
and  all  advantage  from  North  Ame- 
rica. 

A  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  a  very 
great  department,  upon  which  the 
power  and  fecurity  of  this  country 
principally  depend,  acknowledged, 
that  a  fpecies  of  deception  had  beea 
neceffarily  pradifed  in  lie  preced- 
ing feffion,  particularly  in  refpedl 
to  the  navy,  by  concealing  the 
extent  of  the  real  forcewhich  would 
be  neceflary  for  the  American  fer- 
vice,  from  an  apprehenfion,  that 
fuch  a  demand  would  have  excited 
a  great  oppofition,  and  thereby 
have  impeded,  if  not  totally  fruf- 
trated,  the  profecytion  of  thofe 
meafures  which  government  in- 
tended with  regard  to  America. 
This  fyflematic  fpecies  of  decep-? 
tion,  was  feverely  animadverted 
upon  by  the  lords  in  cppofition, 
who  reprefented  it  as  a  mod  con- 
temptuous treatment  of  that  houfe, 
as  mifleading  parliament  and  the 
nation,  and  trepanning  them  into 
a  war  ;  and  was,  they  faid,  an  im- 
pofition  of  fuch  a  nature  as  nobody 
could  have  ventured  upon,  much 
lefs  avowed,  without  the  mo/l  ab- 
folute  certainty  of  impunity  for  any 
conduft. 

In  this  debate  a  noble  duke*, 
who  has  long  been  diftinguifhed 
by  his  firmnefs  and  perfeverance 
in  oppofition,  after  feme  very  fevers 
obfervations  upon  the  conduft  of 
adminiflration,  as  well  as  ftriftures 
upon  the  fpeech  and  the  addrefs, 
took  notice,  that  the  public  papers 
had  held  out  threats  agai]filt  fome 


*  Pul^e  of  Richmond. 


cF 


HISTORY   OF   EUROPE. 


[73 


pf  the  members  of  both  houfes,  in 
order  to  ftifle  the  freedom  of  de- 
bate ;  that  he  underftood  he  was 
one  of  the  perfons  fingled  out,  and 
meant  to  be  honoured  upon  this 
occafion.  He  now  called  upon  his 
threateners  and  accufers  ;  if  any 
fuch  were  prefent,  (he  would  not 
pretepd  to  fay  there  were)  he  de- 
fied them  ;  he  fcorned  their  me- 
naces, and  invited  them  to  make 
good  their  chaj-ges.  FJe  did  not 
fgppofe,  he  faid,  that  any  noble 
lords  in  adn)iniftration  wpuld  en- 
courage or  qfe  fuch  bafe,  futile, 
and  fcandalous  means  toiniimidatp 
the  members  in  either  houfe  of 
parliament  from  doing  their  duty, 
even  though  they  bad  fuppofed, 
that  fo  (hameful  and  unjuftifiable 
a  fcheme  could  have  produced  the 
defired  effect. 

The  noble  lord  who  fecpnded 
the  addrefs,  having  fpoken  with 
great  freedom  of  a  defperate  fac- 
tion, and  incendiaries  at  home,  to 
whom  he  attributed  the  rebellion 
in  America,  and  a  fimilar  lan- 
guage being  held  by  fome  others, 
who  charged  all  oppofuion  to  the 
meafures  of  ^dminiltration,  to  fac- 
tious and  ambitious  motives,  the 
matter  was  moi^  fpiritedly  taken 
up  by  another  noble  duke,  not 
Jefs  diltinguilhed  on  the  fame  fide, 
than  the  former  whom  we  h-ave 
jufl:  meationcd.  He  folemnly  de,. 
clared,  that  while-ever  he  fate  in 
that  houfe,  he  would  not  endure 
fuch  language,  nor  fuffer  fuch  un- 
conftitutional  attempts  to  checjc 
and  deilroy  all  freedom  of  debate, 
to  pafs  without  the  fevered  repre- 
henfion  which  he  was  capable  of 
bellowing.  He  called  upon  the 
]ords  who  had  made  thofe  accufa- 
tions,  if  they  had  any  grounds  to 
juftify   them,  to  bring  them  for- 


ward, or  elfe  to  confefs  that  they 
had  no  authority  for  what  they 
faid  or  infinuated.  If  they  were 
filent,  the  houfe  muft  concludp 
they  had  none,  and  as  fuch  could 
not  permit  them  to  interrupt  that 
freedom  and  decorum  of  debate, 
for  which  they  had  at  all  times 
been  fojuilly  diftinguifhed. 

As  the  point  of  a^rcufation  was 
relinquifhed,  as  well  by  the  filence 
upon  this  occafion,  as  by  fome 
fpecific  difavowals  in  the  coqrfe 
of  the  debates,  a  noble  earl  on  the 
fame  fide,  faid  he  might  now  con- 
gratulate the  public,  upon  the  mi- 
niilry  having  pronounced  the  fu» 
neral  oration  of  their  addrefTes. 
He  faid,  that  from  the  language 
of  thofe  addrefles,  and  the  various 
threats  which  had  been  induftrioufly 
circulated,  he  came  to  town  with 
fome  apprehenfions,  not  for  him- 
felf,  but  left  the  zeal  of  fome 
friend,  for  the  violated  rights  of 
his  fuffering  fellow-fubjedls,  fliould 
have  led  him  into  any  unguarded 
expre{rions,'anc)  thereby  have  ena- 
bled fome  darlj:  deligning  lawyer, 
to  ftab  the  public  freedom  through 
the  indifcretion  of  an  individual. 
He  faid  he  did  not  blame  the  ad« 
dreflerr,  who  had  thus  unjuftly 
afperfed  the  characters  of  thofe 
whofe  aim  was,  by  fteady,  juft,  and 
temperate  counfels,  to  fave  this 
deluded  country  from  deftrudion. 
They  had  been  deceived,  and 
were  deceived  by  thofe  very  mini- 
fters,  who  being  now  calh^d  upon, 
explicitly  avow,  without  fhame  or 
remorfe,  that  they  have  no  evidence 
to  fupport  their  accufation. 

The  manner  of  obtaining  the 
addrefles,  alfo  became  a  matter  of 
difcuflion,  irom  its  being  inlifted 
upon  by  one  fide,  that  they  were 
to  be  confidered  as  the  full  voice 
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and  fenfe  of  the  nation,  which 
conveyed  through  them  the  fulled 
approbarion  <jf  the  prefent  mea- 
fures,  and  the  moft  perfed  con- 
£dence  in  adminiftration.  This 
called  up  a  noble  lord  inoppofition, 
who  fpf'ke  from  iis  own  know- 
ledge, of  the  furreptitious  manner 
in  which  ?n  addreis  was  obtained, 
and  prefented  in  the  name  of  one 
©four  principal  trading  and  ma- 
nufafturing  cities  ;  that  it  had 
been  drawn  up,  and  fhamefully 
fmuggled  through  by  the  mere 
agents,  anJ  kno.vn  creatures  of 
adminiltration,  without  any  pre- 
vious notice  to  the  citizens;  that 
nine  tenths  of  thofe  who  had  fign- 
ed  it,  did  not  know  a  fingle  fylla- 
ble  of  its  contents;  that  with  all 
the  influence,  and  all  the  unfair 
means  which  were  ufed,  only  117 
fubfcribers  could  be  procured  ;  but 
that  when  a  counter  addrefs  was 
propofed,  which  militated  with 
every  part  of  the  former,  and  con- 
veyed truth  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  it  was  carried  fairly  and 
openly  through  all  the  ufual  forms, 
and  lignt-d  by  confiderably  more 
than  three  times  the  number. 

After  long  debates,  the  queflion 
upon  the  amendment  being  put 
about  II  o*clo».k  at  night,  it  was 
rejefled  upon  a  divifion  by  a  ma- 
jority of  40,  the  numbers  being 
69,  to  29,  the  original  motion  for 
the  addrefs  was  then  carried  by  a 
irajority  of  76  (including  10  pro- 
xies) to  33  who  oppofed  the  que- 
flion. 1  wo  bifhops  were  in  the 
minority  on  this  divifion. 

The  addrefs  was  produclive  of 
aprotelf  figaed  by  nineieen  lords, 
in  which  tney  combat  the  civil 
war,  as  unjuft  and  inpolitic  in  its 
principles^  dangerous  in  its  con- 
tingent^ and  fatal  in  iis  final  con- 


fequences.  After  condemning  the 
injuftice  and  imprudence  of  our 
conduft,  in  rejefting  the  Ameri- 
can petitions  and  applications  for 
a  reconciliation,  with  the  indecen- 
cy and  folly  ofaiFefting  to  difbe- 
lieve  their  loyalty,  when  they  ex- 
prefs  it  in  the  warmeft  profeftions, 
and  expatiating  upon  the  known 
and  the  probable  evils  of  the  con- 
tell,  they  defcribe  the  abfurdity 
of  refufing  to  give  credit  to  the 
declaration*^  of  our  fellow  fubj-^fts^ 
and  blindly  confiiing  in  che  infi- 
dious  profeflions  of  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  this  country,  thereby,  it  is 
to  be  dreaded,  pieparins^  an  eafy 
prey  for  thofe  who  prudently  fit 
quiet,  beholding  Britifh  forces, 
which,  if  united,  might  carry  ter- 
ror into  the  heart  of  their  domi- 
nions, deilroyiiig  each  other. Thus, 
every  event,  whith-ever  way  it 
turns,  is  a  vidlory  to  them.  Our 
very  hofpitals  furnifh  them  with 
daily  triumphs;  the  greater,  as 
they  are  certain,  without  any  rifque 
to  them  of  men  or  money. 

They  cenfured  the  calling  in  of 
foreign  forces  to  decide  domeftic 
quarrels,  as  difgraceful  and  dan- 
gerous ;  and  reprobated  in  the 
ilrongeft  terms  the  late  meafure 
of  employing  the  Hanoverian.^  at 
the  mere  pleafure  of  the  mi- 
niflers,  by  which  they  appear  to 
be  confidered  as  a  pare  of  the 
Britifh  military  ellablilhment,  to 
take  a  rotation  of  garrifon  duties 
through  thef?  dominions.  They 
fum  up  and  conclude  the  protefl 
by  declaring,  **  we  cannot  there- 
fore confent  to  an  addrefs,  which 
may  deceive  his  majelly,  and  the 
public,  into  a  belief  of  the  con- 
fidence of  this  houfe  in  the  prefent 
min  fters,  who  have  deceived  par- 
liament^ difgraced  the  nation,  lofl 
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the  colonies,  and  involved  us  in  a  fiable  grounds,  wantonly  fpilling 
civil  war  againft  our  cleared  in-  the  blood  of  thoufands  of  our  fel- 
tcrells ;  and  upon  the  moft  unjufti.     low- fubj efts." 


CHAP.      V. 

Duke  of  Manchejler* 5  motion  relati've  to  the  Hano'verian  troops.  Delates . 
Previous  qucjiion  carried  by  a  great  majority*  Similar  motion  by  Sir 
James  Lonjother  in  the  Houfs  of  Commons,  Debates,  ,  Previous  que f  ion 
put  and  carried.  Debates  on  the  Militia  Bill.  Army  efimates.  Motion 
for  returns  reje^ed.  2%,ooofeamen  njoted.  Motion  for  an  addrefs  on 
American  affairs  reje^ed,      55,000  tnenvdtedfor  the  land fer'vice. 


THE  meafu re  of  fending  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  occu- 
py our  Mediterranean  garrifons, 
was  not  an  objeA  of  lefs  cenfure  or 
jealoufy  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
than  we  have  already  ittn  it  in 
that  of  the  Commons.  Soon  after 
«T  /I       the    delivery    of    the 

N°^-  '^-  addrefs,  the  Duke  of 
Manchefter  moved  for  arefolution, 
•'  That  bringing  into  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
the-  eledloral  troops  of  his  Majefty, 
or  any  other  foreign  troops,  with- 
out the  previous  confent  of  parlia- 
ment, is  dangerous  and  unconftitu- 
tional."  The  noble  mover  added 
an  explanation,  that  by  the  term 
unconftitutional,  he  meant  that  it 
was  againft  law. 

In  the  introduftion  and  fupport 
of  this  motion,  the  fpcech  again 
underwent  much  {t\txQ  cenfure,  as 
breathing  fentiments  which  in- 
cluded higher  ideas  of  prerogative, 
than  any  other  that  had  been  de- 
livered in  that  place  fmce  the  Re- 
volution; and,  as  containing  flights 
of  that  council,  negleft  of  parlia- 
ment, and  indifference  of  their 
approbation.  The  meafure  in 
quertion  was  faid  to  have  inflifted 
a  moft  dangerous  wound  in  the 
conftitutiot),  which,  if  not  fpecdily 


healed,  would  gangrene  and  ex- 
tend, in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  mor- 
tify the  whole.  That  however  in- 
nocuous it  might  feem  in  its  firft 
operation,  the  example  and  prece- 
dent were  of  the  moft  alarming  na- 
ture, and  might  produce  the  moft 
fatal  confequences.  That  it  was 
totally  fubverfive  of  the  great  char- 
ter and  fecurity  of  Englifti  liber- 
ties, the  Bill  of  Rights.  They 
were  requefted  to  confider  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjeft,  and  it  was 
averred  to  be  of  as  much  confe* 
quence  to  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
try, as  America  had  been  to  its 
wealth  and  power ;  that  in  this 
feafon  of  calamity,  when  half  the 
empire  was  too  probably  loft  for 
ever,  they  were  bound  by  all  the 
ties  of  intereft,  duty,  and  love  to 
their  coun  try ,  to  watch  ftriflly  ovef 
the  liberties  of  the  remainder,  that 
fomething  might  ftill  be  left, 
worth  preferving,  worth  contend- 
ing  for.  That  it  would  be  too 
much,  to  be  at  once  ftripped  of 
wealth,  power,  the  fecurities  af- 
forded by  our  conftitution,  and  all 
the  peculiar  charaderiftics  which 
diftinguiihed  us  from  other  na« 
tions. 

Among  other  objections,  it  was 
contended,  that  the   Hanoverians 

would 


76]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


would  not  be  under  the  controul 
of  -ry  military  law  in  thofe  gar- 
rifons  ;  that  the  mutiny  ad  did  not 
reach  them,  being  confined  to 
thoCc  troops  only,  who  were  there- 
in fpeclfied,  or  voted  by  parlia- 
ment ;  that  it  would  not  be  pre- 
tended, that  ihey  carried  their 
own  laws  along  with  them  ;  when 
thtre,  they  muft  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  befubjp£t  to  thofe  of  Eng- 
land ;  thus  all  military  fubordina- 
tion  would  be  at  an  end  the  mo- 
ment of  their  arrival  ;  and  an  ac- 
tion at  common  law  would  lie 
againll  their  officers,  for  any  pu- 
niihment  which  they  inflidled.  It 
was  faid,  that  the  putting  fc^reign^ 
er?  in  pofleffion  of  thofe  great  bar- 
riers of  our  commerce  and  mari- 
time power,  was  alfo  exception- 
able in  point  of  fecurity.  The 
truft  was  of  too  great  a  magnitude 
to  be  repofed  in  aliens,  who  had 
yio  intcrell  in  its  prefervation. 
Upon  the  whole  it  was  concluded, 
and  infilled  upon,  that  the  King 
had  no  right  to  maintain,  in  any 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  crown,  any  troops,  other  than 
are  confented  to  by  parliament, 
both  as  to  number  and  to  nation. 

The  Lords  in  adminilhation, 
Si'owed  and  jullified  the  meafure. 
They  denied  its  offending  either 
agalnft  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  claufe 
ij^hich  was  fappofed  to  aiFed  this 
ipeafure^  niuft  be  taken  with  the 
conditions  which  were  anne^^ed  to 
3t,  and  pould  extend  no  farther  ; 
one  of  thefe  related  to  the  bringing 
troops  **  within  the  kingdom," 
and  another  fpecifie,  **  in  time  of 
peace;*'  nothing  can  be  more  de- 
monftrably  evident,  than  that  the 
troops  in  quertion  are  not  within 
the  kingdom  ;  and  it  is  not  to  l^e 


prefumed,  that  my  body  will  fay 
we  are  at  prefent  in  a  ftate  of  peace 
and  tranquillity.  It  would  be  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe,  that  the  words, 
**  within  the  kingdom,"  included 
all  its  dependencies ;  but  if  fuch  a 
latitude  were  even  admitted,  and 
received  as  a  fidion  of  policy,  ftill, 
the  rebellion  in  America,  the  ex- 
iftence  of  which  could  not  be  dif- 
puted,  would  juftify  the  meafure, 
even  upon  the  principles  of  that 
bill. 

That  the  King  had  been  at  all 
times  competent  to  raife  or  keep  an 
army  in  time  of  war  or  rebellion, 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions  ;  that 
this  competence  was  rather  con- 
firmed than  Icfl^'ned  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights  ;  that  the  bill  made  no  di- 
ftin^lion  between  an  army  of  na- 
tives and  foreigners  ;  that  this  was 
no  novel  doctrine,  but  had  been 
repeatedly  brought  into  pradlice 
fince  the  Revolution,  in  times  when 
the  rights  of  the  people  were  as 
fully  underftood,  and  their  pre- 
fervation as  carefully  attended  to 
as  a,t  prefent  j  and  that  foreigners 
had  not  only  been  hired,  but 
brought  into  the  kingdom,  with- 
out the  previous  confent  of  parlia- 
ment. They,  however,  contend- 
ed, that  were  all  this  itrong  ground 
given  up,  ftill  the  Bill  of  R  ghts 
being  retrofpe^liveand  declaratory, 
could  bear  no  view  to  pofTeflians 
which  were  not  at  that  time  in  the 
crown.  The  expediency  of  the 
meafure,  and  the  necefiity  of  its 
being  timely  adopted,  were  alfo 
infilled  upon  ;  and  it  was  much 
argued  that  fuch  a  cenfure  would 
fhew  a  fhameful  diftruft  of  the 
crown,  at  a  time  when  it  could 
not  be  juftified  with  the  fmalleil 
appearance  of  reafon. 

To  thefe  and  other  arguments  in 
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the  fame  line  it  was  replied,  that 
it  was  beneath  the  dignity,  and 
contrary  to  the  liberal  conftrudlion 
and  comprehenfive  views  of  that 
hoiife,  to  enter  into  the  quibbles 
and  diftindlions  of  Weftminller- 
Hall  ;  to  weigh  words  and  fen- 
tences,  to  define  their  diftinft,  le- 
^al,  or  grammaiical  import,  was 
for  others,  not  for  them.  They 
were  to  confider  the  fpirit,  the  in. 
tention,  the  circumltances  that  led 
to,  and  the  evils  that  were  to  be 
cured,  by  that  folemn  compaft  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  people, 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  Thefe  they 
were  to  confider  as  legiflators,  as 
the  hereditary  guardians  of  that 
new  magna  charta,  which  in- 
cludes within  its  pale  all  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  of  England,  not 
as  lawyers,  who  wanted  to  explain 
away  its  fubilance,  or  to  find  loop- 
holes to  creep  through.  That  bill 
was  a  <:apitulation  between  the 
people  and  their  newly  defied  fo- 
vereign  ;  a  compaft  to  be  for  ever 
binding  on  their  refpedive  pofte- 
rity  and  fuccelTors,  It  claimed  no 
new  rights,  it  required  no  favours  ; 
it  declared  old  rights  ;  what  was 
already  the  law  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  ;  and  particularly  provided 
againft  thofe  violations  of  them, 
which  were  then  more  immedi- 
ately felt.  Of  thefe,  the  keeping 
of  a  {landing  army,  without  the 
confent  of  parliament,  was  the  firft 
in  danger  and  magnitude,  and  had 
been  recently  experienced  ;  this 
giant  evil  had  already  fubverted 
ihz  liberties  of  all  the  other  ftates 
in  Europe,  and  had  nearly  fwal- 
lowed  up  our  own.  This  de- 
ftroyer  of  the  rights  of  nati  ns 
was  accordingly  provided  againft, 
as  far  as  compacts  can  bind  maa- 


kind,  and  as  wifdom  can  govern 
futurity. 

The  conftruftion  now  attempted 
to  be  put  upon  the  words  •*  with- 
in the  kingdom,'*  it  was  faid, 
might  be  carried  to  an  extent, 
which  the  noble  lords  on  the  other 
fide  might  not  be  willing  to  avow. 
If  thefe  terms  did  not  include  all 
the  pofTeffions  belonging  to  this 
country,  then  armies  of  foreigners, 
to  any  amount,  might  be  intro- 
duced into  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Ire- 
land, and  even  Scotland,  which 
was  not  at  that  time  within  the 
kingdom.  Can  it  be  ferioufly  con- 
tended, that  this  is  in  the  intention 
or  fpirit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights? 
Or  that  when  the  maintaining  an 
army  of  natives  within  England 
and  Wales,  was  deemed  danger- 
ous to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  the  furrounding  and 
beHeglng  them  with  hofts  of  fo- 
reigners, was  an  objedl  neither  of 
jealoufy  nor  apprehenfion.  The 
diftindlions  made  between  a  time 
of  p&ace  or  war,  and  the  great 
latitude  of  power  attributed  to  the 
crown  ill  the  latter  inrtance,  were 
equally  controverted,  and  faid  nei- 
ther t©  be  warranted  by  the  law^ 
nor  by  any  cuftomary  ufage  ;  that 
if  the  arguments  u fed  on  that  head 
were  carried  to  their  full  extent,  it 
would  neceflarily  follow,  that  an 
infurreftion,  or  war,  in  the  re- 
moteft  part  of  this  widely  extended 
empire,  would  render  it  legal  in 
the  crown  to  introduce  armies  of 
foreigners,  of  any  nation,  and  to 
any  amount,  even  into  this  kit?^^ 
dom.  The  inference  attempted  to 
be  drawn  from  th^  word /hrri^nerf 
not  being  exprefled  in  the  law, 
was,  it  was  faid,  too  puerile  to 
^efervc  a  ferious  coclideration,  if 

it 
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t  had   not  been  for  the  great  ftrefs     thoufand;   yet  in  fuch  a  feafon  of 


which  feemed  to  be  laid  upon  it  by 
fome  lords  on  the  other  fide ; 
but  can  it  be  thought  or  believed, 
that  when  it  was  deemed  danger- 
ous to  entruft  the  fword  in  the 
hands  of  a  ftanding  army  of  na- 
tives. It  (hould  be  confidered  as 
perfeftly  wife,  legal,  conftitution- 
al,  and  fafe,  to  place  it  in  thofe 
of  foreigners  ? 

It  was  abfolutely  denied  that 
foreign  troops  had  been  brought 
into  the  kingdom  at  any  time  fince 
the  Revolution,  without  the  pre- 
vious confent  of  parliament,  either 
by  an  addrefs,  or  by  fome  former 
treaty  which  it  had  ratified.  Such 
was  the  cafe  of  the  Heffians  ;n  the 
years  1745  and  1756,  upon  which 
fo  much  weight  had  been  laid  ;  in 
the  firft  inllance,  the  meafure  had 
the  fandlion  of  an  addrefs  from 
both  houfes  to  the  throne ;  and  in 
the  fecond  it  was  covered  by  an 
cxifting  treaty,  which  had  already 
received  the  approbation  of  parlia- 
ment. As  to  the  hiring  of  foreign 
troops,  and  afterwards  prevailing 
on  parliament  to  ratify  the  en- 
gagements, it  did  not  at  all  come 
up  to  the  point  in  queftion,  though 
it  could  be  ftiewn,  that  even  this 
praftice  had  in  other  times  been 
an  objed  of  much  animadveriion 
and  cenfure. 

It  was  fhewn,  that  former  ad- 
ininiflrations  had  been  fo  tender 
and  cautious  with  refpeft  to  em- 
ffloying  foreigners,  and  the  vigi- 
lance and  jealoufy  of  parliament 
upon  that  fubjed  was  fo  well  un- 
<3erftood,  that  in  the  height  of  the 
turbulence,  heat,  and  danger  of 
the  late  war,  when  the  fate  of  em- 
pires feemed  at  lUke,  and  our  an- 
nual levies  for  the  army  and  navy, 
were  not  much  fewer  than  twenty 


urgent  neceflity,  when  the  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure  did  not  admit 
of  a  doubt,  that  great  ftatefman  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  would  not  ven- 
ture upon  raifing  a  German  regi- 
ment  of  40CO  men  for  the  Ameri- 
can fervice,  under  any  colour  of 
the  royal  prerogative,  but  waited 
to  go  through  the  formalities,  and 
to  receive  the  fandlion  of  an  adl  of 
parliament  for  the  purpofe.  And 
fuch  precautions  were  taken  at  that 
time  to  fecure  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  fuch  an  attention  paid 
even  to  their  opinions,  that  the 
number  of  foreign  officers  was  li- 
mited to  fifty,  which  was  lefs  than 
one  third  of  the  whole ;  the  fol- 
diers  were  alfo  to  be  proteftants,  to 
become  naturalized  fubjeds,  and 
to  take  the  oath  ift  George  I. 
And  {o  tenacious  was  the  minifter 
and  parliament  then  with  refpedt 
to  the  a£l  of  fettlement,  fo  careful 
of  the  fmalleft  violation,  that  the 
law  which  enabled  the  crown  to 
take  thofe  Germans  into  its  fer- 
vice, provided  that  they  {hould 
ferve  in  America  only,  and  that 
none  of  the  foreign  officers  fhould 
bear  any  commiffion  higher  than 
that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  So 
far  were  we  then  from  putting  the 
ftrong  fortreffesof  this  empire  into 
the  pofleffion  of  foreigners,  that  a 
very  deferving  naturalized  officer 
could  never  arrive  at  the  command 
of  a  regiment  of  his  own  country- 
men, which  he  had  a  principal 
fhare  in  raifing  and  forming.  And 
fo  widely  different  were  the  prin- 
ciples and  modes  of  ading  a  few 
years  back,  from  the  dodrines 
which  are  held  out  at  prefent. 

They  alfo  obferved,  that  fo 
lately  as  the  year  1768,  when  the 
crown  thought  an  augmentation  of 
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the  army  in  Ireland,  from  12000 
to  15000  men  neceflary,  in  order 
thereby  to  ftrengthen  the  foreign 
garrifons,  without  leaving  that 
kingdom  defencelefs,  however  ne- 
cefTarythemeafurewas,  and  though 
thelrifh  parliament,  which  was  to 
provide  theexpence,  feconded  the 
King's  views,  yet  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  authorifed  at  the  head  of 
that  body  to  make  any  addition 
to  his  forces,  though  of  natural- 
born  fubjefts,  without  the  fandion 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,  which 
was  accordingly  obtained  by  an  aft 
pafled  for  that  ptirpofe. 

As  to  what  had  been  repeatedly 
faid,  of  not  (hewing  any  diftruft  of 
the  Prince  upon  the  throne,  it  was 
replied,  that  no  diftruft  was  meant 
or  entertained  ;  compliments  were 
not  to  be  thought  of  in  queftions 
of  great  national  concern;  nor  a 
precedent  eftabliihed  as  a  matterof 
compliment,  which  might  prove 
fatal  in  its  consequences  to  the 
rights  of  a  people.  No  Prince 
ever  fat  upon  a  throne  that  de- 
ferred a  more  unlimited  confi- 
dence, than  our  great  deliverer 
King  William  ;  yet,  with  all  his 
virtues,  and  all  the  obligations  we 
were  under  to  him,  parliament 
would  not  indulge  him  in  that 
meafure  which  went  fo  near  to  his 
heart,  of  keeping  a  fingle  regiment 
of  Dutch  guards  here.  They  who 
refufed  him  in  that  inftance,  not- 
withllanding  all  his  great  virtues 
and  qualities,  deferve  the  higheft 
applaufe  and  honour  for  their  firm- 
ncls  in  fo  doing.  If  they  had  been 
ceremonious,  a  precedent  would 
not  now  have  been  wanting  ;  and 
the  ufage  being  once  eftablifhed, 
vould  upon  fome  future  occafion 
be  applied  to  the  moll  dangerous 
purpofes. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  oppolition 


infilled,  that  the  meafure  was  ^ 
highlyillegaland  unconftitutional ; 
that  it  was  diredly  contrary  both 
to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  law  ; 
but  that  if  it  had  militated  with  no 
politive  law,  it  would  ftill  have 
been  a  total  infradion,  and  funda- 
mentally fubverfive,  of  the  firfl 
principles  of  our  government.  A 
noble  Earl  went  fo  far,  as  to  pro- 
nounce it  decifively,  to  be  high, 
trcafon  againft  the  conftitution. 

A  great  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
law,  and  Speaker  of  that  houfe, 
gave  up  the  point,  as  to  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca,  not  being  fuppofed 
within  the  kingdom,  in  the  inten- 
tion and  fpirit  of  the  law  ;  he  he- 
fides  allowed  that  the  law  applied 
to  foreigners  ;  but  juftified  the 
meafure  upon  the  fame  principle, 
for  as  America  was  alfo  included 
in  the  defcription  of  within  the 
kingdom,  and  a  rebellion  and  war 
were  now  exifting  there,  fo  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  m'uft 
ceafe,  until  peace  was  reftored. 

A  noble  Lord,  high  in  ofRce, 
had  moved  the  previous  queltion 
early  in  the  debate,  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  a  bill  of  indemnity 
would  be  brought  into  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  the  minifter,  in 
order  to  remove  the  fcruples,  and 
quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
country  gentlemen.  The  idea  of 
an  aft  of  indemnity,  was  however 
totally  reprobated  by  the  other 
Lords  in  office,  and  the  noble  au- 
thor endeavoured,  as  well  as  he 
could,  to  explain  away  the  fub- 
ftance  of  what  he  had  thrown  out 
upon  that  fubjeft.  The  previous 
quellion  being  at  length  put,  it 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  j^, 
including  22  proxies,  to  32,  in- 
cluding oncproxy,  who  fupported 
the  motion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minifter 
,  was 
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was  continually  preffed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  coun- 
try gentlemen,  for  the  Indemnity 
Bill  which  he  had  promifed  to 
bring  in,  and  which  he  did  not 
DOW  feem  at  all  difpofed  to  think 
of.  Their perfever^nce,  however, 
brought  him  to  aa  explanation, 
that  though  he  was  perfedlly  fatif* 
fied  of  the  legality  of  the  mea- 
fure,  he  had  no  objection  to  give 
thofe  gentlemen  fatisfadhon  who 
held  anothenopinion,  and  were  ap- 
prehenfive  that  it  might  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  by  concutring 
with  them  in  any  meafure,  which 
might  tend,  as  he  exprefled  it  fa- 
cetioufly,  to  the  prefervation  of 
minifters  heads  upon  their  (boul- 
ders ;  but  that  he  had  confulted 
feveral  upon  the  fubjeft,  who 
joined  exadlly  with  himfclf  in  opi- 
nion, that  bills  of  indemnity  were 
only  intended  to  cover  minifters 
from  actions  at  law  ;  but  did  not 
at  all  operate  againft  criminal 
charges,  nor  in  any  degree  bar  an 
impeachment. 

This  opinion  was  by  no  means 
received,  and  it  was  on  the  con- 
trary infifted,  that  bills  of  indem- 
nity were  ads  of  grace  and  favour 
extended  by  parliament  to  mini- 
ilers,  toproted  them  from  punifli- 
tnent  for  ihofe  a<fls  of  illegality 
which  they  might  be  guilty  of 
through  neccfii  y,  expediency,  or 
human  infirmity,  w|iere  theiiuen* 
tion  was  clear,  and  the  operating 
motive  might  be  brought  in  juliifi- 
cation,  or  mere  error,  in  allevia- 
tion of  the  crime.  .  The  minifter 
then  propofed  a  refolution,  by 
which  the  meafure  in  queftion  was 
applauded  in  nearly  the  terms  of 
the  addrefs,  and  a  ftill  farther 
fandion  given  to  it,  by  declaring 
;t  as  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  chat 


it  neceflarily  required  a  greater 
degree  of  difpatch,  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  waiting  for  the  aflem- 
bling  of  parliament. 

This  propofal  was  fo  diredly 
the  reverfe  to  thefatisfadion  which 
was  demanded,  that  itwasof  courfe 
rejeded  ;  not  without  fome  difap- 
probation  of  the  idea,  that  any 
refolution  of  one  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, fhould  be  fet  up  to  encoun- 
ter the  eftabliihed  law  of  the  land, 
founded  upon,  and  growing  out  of 
the  conftitution.  The  minifter 
endeavoured  to  remove  this  objec- 
tion by  a  conference  with  th6 
Lords,  which  would  render  the 
refolution  the  joint  adl  of  both 
houfes.  None  of  thefe  propofals 
affording  any  fatisfadion,  and 
none  better  being  offered,  one  of 
the  country  gentlemen  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  an  ad  of  indemnity.  The 
minifter,  however,  thought  proper 
afterwards  to  take  the  bufinefs 
out  of  his  hands,  and  was  himfelf 
the  mover  to  bring  in  the  propofed 

Though  this  was  all  that  was 
wiftied  by  the  country  gentlemen,' 
it  by  no  means  fatisfied  the  oppo- 
fition,  properly  fo  called,  who 
knew  thai  the  bill  would  be  fo  con- 
trivedi  as  to  appear  rather  an  in- 
dulgcnce  clrered  by  the  minifters 
to  tender  and  fcrupulous  con- 
fciences,  and  was  in  fad  a  com- 
pliment to  many  of  their  own 
friends,  who  would  wifh  in  fome 
meafure  to  balance  prefent  con- 
dud  with  former  profeftion^  than 
as  including  any  cenfure  upon 
themfelves,  acknowledgment  that 
an  indemnity  was  neceftary  to  their 
fecuriry,  or  efFedual  condemna- 
tion of  the  meafure  upon  which  it 
was  founded. 

Nov. 
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s^j.         ,  Upon  thefe,  or  fimi- 

°^*^  •  lar  grounds.  Sir  James 
Lowthermade  a  motion.  That  the 
introducing  the  Hanoverian  troops 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  without  the  confcnt  of 
parliament  firft  had  and  obtained, 
js  contrary  to  law.  The  minifler, 
to  guard  againrt  the  efFefts  of  this 
motion,  and  to  detach  the  country 
gentlemen  entirely  from  it,  had 
his  bill  of  indemnity  framed  with 
great  difpatch,  andbroughtin  up- 
on that  very  morning. 

As  this  motion  went  diredlly 
home  to  the  queftion  of  law,  the 
charge  in  that  refped  was  ftrongly 
fupported,  and  befides  the  general 
illegalities  which  we  have  already 
feen  attributed  to  the  meafure  in 
quellion,  whether  with  refped  to 
the  general  law  of  the  realm,  or 
the  Bill  of  Rights  in  particular,  it 
was  now  affirmed  to  be  diredly 
contrary  to  that  claufe  in  the  Aft 
of  Settlement,  which  fpecially  en- 
afts.  That  no  perfon  born  out  of 
the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scot- 
land, or  Ireland,  or  the  domini- 
ons thereto  belonging,  (although 
he  be  naturalized,  or  made  a  de- 
niEen,)  except  fuch  as  are  born  of 
Englifh  parents,  ilic'll  be  capable 
to  enjoy  any  office,  or  place  of 
iruft,  civil  or  mi.itary. 

The  application  of  a  claufe 
which  left  fo  little  room  for  doubt 
or  miilakc,  was  not  difficult.  It 
was  aflced,  whether  the  pofleffion 
of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  were 
rot  military  trulls  of  the  higheft 
nature  ?  Whether  the  crown  could 
legally  commit  thefe  trufls  to  the 
officers  of  France  or  Spain  ?  Was 
there  any  diflinftion  in  point  of 
law,  which  rendered  it  more  legal 
lo  commit  the  kevs  of  the  empire 
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to  the  cuftody  of  Hanoverians  thaa 
Spaniards  ?  The  troops  of  Hano- 
ver are  as  diftindt  from  the  troops 
of  this  country,  as  thofe  of  Ruffia. 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  is  alfo 
as  diftinft  from  the  Eleftor  of  Ha- 
nover in  every  political  point  of 
view,  as  he  is  from  the  remoteft 
fovereign  in  Chrillendom. 

Several  paffages  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  Annual  Mutiny  Aft, 
were  applied  in  further  proof  of 
the  charge  of  illegality. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  ground 
of  legality,  with  refpeft  to  the 
laws  which  had  pafTed  in  confe- 
quenceofthe  Revolution,  not  be- 
ing found  tenable,  was  quitted, 
and  new  taken.  One  of  the  law 
officers,  and  fome  other  gentlemen 
on  the  fame  fide,  advanced  and  in- 
fifted,  that  it  was  an  indifputable 
prerogative  inherent  in  the  crown, 
to  proteft  the  public,  which  could 
not  be  done  but  by  arms.  That 
parliament  had  no  means  of  con- 
trouling  this  prerogative,  and  pre- 
venting any  mifchievous  confe- 
quences,  but  by  withholding  the 
fupplies  which  were  necefTary  for 
the  fupport  of  armies.  That  this 
prerogative  was  coeval  with  the 
inherent  right  in  the  crown  of 
making  peace  and  war,  which 
would  not  only  be  nugatory,  but 
an  abfolute  mockery  without  it  ; 
and  that  it  was  fupported  by  unin- 
terrupted uuge,  theconitant  exer- 
cife  of  the  right,  from  the  earliefl 
period  of  our  monarchy  to  the  Re- 
volution. That  the  Bill  of  Rights 
created  no  new  law  ;  it  only  af- 
feried  ancient  ufage,  by  way  of 
declaration  ;  confequently,  inftead 
of  militating  with  this  inherent 
prerogative,  it  confirms  it,  if  that 
were  wanting;  as  whatever  then 
appeared  to  be  the  ancient  ufage, 
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itiiift  dill  continue  to  be  the  law. 
It  damns  and  reprobates  fuch  ar- 
mies, and  in  fach  circumftances, 
as  could  not  be  juftified  by  i'uch 
uniform  unqueflioned  ufage  ;  but 
no  others;  and  whilft  it  fecures 
the  conftitution,  it  does  not  weaken 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  What 
was  the  militia,  before  the  new 
regulation  ?  It  was  an  ai*my,  the 
command  of  which  was  unquelH- 
onably  and  folely  in  the  crown, 
and  fo  declared  to  be  by  a£l  of  par- 
liament. 

That,  if  there  could  be  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  with  refped  to 
the  prerogative,  in  the  extent  now 
laid  down.  Hill  there  could  not  be 
a  colour  of  objeftion,  with  regard 
to  the  meafure  now  attempted  to 
be  cenfured  ;    for,    however    the 

feneral  right  of  the  crown  might 
e  difputed,  the  particular  right 
of  placing  garrifons  in  the  King's 
fortreiTes,  whether  within  or  with- 
out the  realm,  had  never  been 
queftioned,  even  in  times  of  the 
greateft  popular  Hceniioufnefs.  In 
fupport  of  this  pofition,  inftances 
\^'ere  given  of  the  garrifon  kept  in 
Calais  for  above  two  hundred 
years,  and  of  that  at  Tangier,  du- 
ring the  greater  part  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Second,  in  neither 
of  which,  was  parliament  ever 
confulted,  or  did  it  ever  pretend 
to  interfere  :  at  home,  the  in- 
ilances  were  more  numerous,  and 
in  the  fame  predicament ;  for 
which  the  garrifons  formerly  main- 
tained, in  Newcaftle,  Berwick, 
Portfmouthj  the  Marches,  and 
Cinque  Ports,  were  brought  in 
proof.  All  danger  from  fuch  gar- 
rifons to  the  conilitution  is  guard- 
ed by  the  clear  line  that  is  drawn. 
For  the  moment  the  troops  quit 
the  garrifon  towns,  or  are  kept  up 
in  any  other  manner  than  bona  Hdc 


for  that  garrifon  ufe,  they  become 
illegal ;  and  thofe  who  thus  keep 
up  or  employ  them,  arc  anfwer- 
able  with  their  heads  for  the 
abufe. 

Thefe  arguments,  inftead  offa- 
tisfying  the  oppofition,  gave  them 
new  ground  of  complaint.  They 
denied  the  legal  force  of  any  ufage 
contrary  to  the  eftabliflied  princi- 
ples of  the  conftitution.  Otherwife 
all  ancient  arbitrary  proceedings, 
for  which  there  were  but  too  many 
precedents,  would  become  foun- 
dations for  our  laws.  They  faid, 
that  the  ancient  armies  of  the 
crown,  were  compofed  of  thofe 
who  ferved  by  virtue  of  their  te- 
nure, for  a  limited  time,  and  for 
particular  fervices  ;  to  which  the 
King  was  intitled  in  common  with 
the  inferior  Lords,  in  right  of  pro- 
perty and  tenure.  That  from  the 
abolition  of  the  military  tenures, 
the  crown  had  no  conftitutional 
military  force  whatever,  except 
what  was  granted  by  parliament. 
That  an  army  was  a  thing  totally 
different  from  the  occafional  call 
on  the  fubjed  for  his  own  defence 
againlt  an  adual  invafion.  The 
legal  power  of  the  crown,  how- 
ever, with  regard  to  the  militia, 
was  by  no  means  clear,  until  an 
a<fl  was  formed  for  that  purpofe, 
though  there  was  ho  doubt  made  as 
ti»  the  fupreme  command,  when- 
ever it  was  legally  called  forth  and 
adted.  That  the  ancient  garri- 
fons were  by  tenures  and  caftle 
guard  as  other  fervices  were,  and 
did  no  way  refemble  regular  troops. 
They  laughed  at  what  they  called 
the  new  diftindion  of  garrifons, 
which  might  legally  form  a  mili- 
tary chain  about  the  extremities  of 
the  kingdom,  and  were  to  be  held 
thereby  words.  If  any  army  could 
be  kept  there  by  prerogative,  they 

would 
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would  not  afk  leave  of  law  to  en- 
large their  quarters. 

As  to  the  precedent  with  rerpc(fl 
to  foreign  garrifons,  it  was  ob- 
fervcd,  that  Calais  was  the  laft 
remnant  of  thofe  vaft  pofleffions 
which  our  kings  held  of  their  own 
right  in  France  ;  that  they  claimed 
the  crown  and  the  whole  kingdom 
by  lineal  defcent ;  and  that,  con- 
fcquently,  the  Englifli  parliament 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  King's 
government  of  France,  than  they 
have  now  with  his  government  of 
Hanover.  As  to  Dunkirk  and 
Tangier,  Charles  the  Second,  who 
kept  garrifons  in  thofe  places, 
maintained  an  army  within  the 
kingdom  contrary  to  law.  It  was 
one  of  thofe  great  and  dangerous 
infradions  of  the  conftitution, 
which  the  Revolution  was  intended 
to  cure.  He  alfo  fold  Dunkirk  to 
France.  Will  that  now  be  drawn 
into  precedent? 

Notwithftanding  the  firmnefs 
with  which  the  crown  lawyers  and 
minifters  defended  in  debate  a  very 
qualified  fenfe  of  the  words  in  the 
declaration  of  rights,  and  of  courfe 
a  very  high,  and  not  very  clearly 
defined  prerogative  in  the  crown, 
with  regard  to  garrifons  and  ar- 
mies, they  did  not  however 
think  proper  to  give  it  a  further 
fandtion  and  confirmation,  by  put- 
ting a  direft  negative  upon  the 
motion,  which  would  have  been 
tantamount  to  a  refolution,  and 
confequently  eftablilh  the  doftrine 
in  debate,  fo  far  as  that  houfe  was 
capable.  Inftead  of  this,  the  pre- 
vious queftion  was  put,  and  the 
motion,  accordingly,  indiredly 
loft,  by  a  majority  of  203,  to  81, 
by  whom  ii  was  fupported.  Thus 
was  this  great  queftion,  of  na 
fmall  legal  and  conftitutional  im- 


portance, left  open  and  undecided, 
to  be  perhaps  refumed  at  fome  fu- 
ture period. 

A  new  militia  bill  having  been 
brought  in,  in  confequence  of  a 
pafTiige  which  we  have  already 
ieen  in  the  fpcech  from  the  throne, 
confiderable  d(?bates  arofe  upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  it,  which 
happened  on  the  day  preceding 
the  motion  we  havejuft  mentioned. 
The  principal  objection  made  to 
this  bill,  was  the  prodigious  ad- 
ditional power  with  which  it  arm- 
ed the  crown,  the  King  being  en- 
abled by  it  to  draw  out  the  militia, 
in  cafe  of  a  rebellion  in  any  part 
of  the  empire.  This  was  faid  to 
be,  in  h6i,  empowering  the 
crown  to  draw  the  militia  out 
whenever  it  thought  fit,  as  a  pre- 
tence could  never  be  wanting  for 
tli^e  purpofe,  while  there  was  a 
blacl^Carib  remaining  in  St.  Vin- 
cent*s,  a  runaway  Negro  in  the 
mountains  of  Jamaica,  or  a  Hindoo 
Rajah  left  on  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel. 

The  bill  was  faid  to  be  entirely 
fubverfive  of  every  idea  of  a  con- 
ftitutional militia,  which  fhould  be 
merely  local,  and  calculated  only 
for  internal  and  domeftic  defence. 
That  the  prefent  militia  was 
formed  under  the  exprefs  condition 
of  not  being  called  out,  except  in 
cafes  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  an 
imminent  danger  of  either,  in  the 
kingdom  ;  but  by  this  bill,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  miniller  to  em- 
body the  militia  whenever  he 
pleafes  ;  and  as  they  are  then  im- 
mediately within  the  Mutiny  A6i, 
they  are  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  whether  they  will  or  no, 
converted  at  once  into  a  regular 
ftanding  army. 

it  was  urged  with  great  feverity, 
[f]  2  that 
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that  this  bill  was  rounding  and 
compleating  that  fyltem  which  had 
for  fome  years  been  uniformly  pnr- 
fued,  of  rendering  the  crown  to- 
tally independent  of  the  people, 
and  placing  them  nuked  and  de- 
fencelefs  in  its  power.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  aflertion,  befides  the 
general  inftances,  of  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  our  military  peace  efta- 
blilhment  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  the  continually  growing  and 
dangerous  influence  obtained  by 
multiplying  places  and  penfions, 
were  reckoned,  the  great  weight 
thrown  into  the  preponderating 
fcale  of  the  crown,  by  the  Royal 
Marriage  Bill ;  the  inordinate 
power  obtained  by  a  violation  of 
all  the  rights  of  the  Eart-India 
company  ;  the  violent  attempt  of 
extending  the  prerogative  to  the 
levying  of  money  upon  the  fabjedl 
by  proclamation,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  four  and  half  per  cent,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  every  poffible  obitacle  thrown 
in  the  way  of  jultice,  has  at  length 
been  condemned  by  our  courts  of 
law  ;  with  the  further  breaches  in 
our  old  form  of  government,  and 
the  unufual  powers  granted  by  the 
Quebec  Aft,  and  the  Bofton  Port 
Bill  ;  and  the  deiign  to  overa^ve  us 
into  a  fubmifiion  to  any  meafures, 
by  the  introduftion  of  a  foreign 
force.  They  faid,  that  every  mea- 
fure  adopted,  and  every  incident 
which  occurred  in  the  prefent  trou- 
bles, whether  favourable  or  unfa- 
vourable to  government,  was  con- 
verted to  the  furtherance  of  that 
defjgn.  And  that  adminiftration 
was  now  evidently  taking  advan- 
tage from  the  fituation  of  public 
affairs,  to  bring  the  people  by  the 
prefent  bill  under  martial  law,  and 
to  add  that  law  to  the  prerogative. 


They  concluded,  that  no  perfon 
who  attentively  confidered  the 
quick  fucceffion  of  thefe  meafures 
within  fo  ihort  a  period,  could 
have  a  doubt  remaining  concern- 
ing their  defign. 

On  the  other  fide,  all  thofe 
dangers  to  the  c^nftitution  which 
it  was  fuppofed  might  arife  from 
rhe  bill,  and  the  evil  purpofes  to 
which  it  might  be  applied,  were 
reprefented  as  purely  chimerical, 
and  as  impoffible  in  the  nature  of 
thing';  ever  to  be  realized.  What 
minifter  would  run  the  rifque  of 
his  head  by  calling  out  the  militia 
of  England,  under  the  pretext  of 
a  riot  in  Bengal,  or  a  difturbance 
in  any  other  remote  part  of  the 
King's  dominions?  Muft  he  not 
face  parliament  to  account  for  his 
condutl  ?  Would  the  trifling 
caufes  which  have  been  fuppofed, 
be  accepted  as  a  juftification,  for 
exciting  fuch  an  alarm,  and  cau- 
fing  fuch  expence  and  trouble  to 
the  nation  ?  An  impeachment 
muft  be  the  inevitableconfequence, 
and  the  alternative  of  a  mad-houfe, 
or  a  fcaflbld,  the  final  refult,  in 
cafe  of  a  conduft  fo  replete  with 
folly  and  danger.  That  poflible 
abufes  were  no  arguments  againft 
recefiary  powers  ;  but  that  the 
abufes  here  predided  were  fcarcely 
within  poflibility, 

A  militia  was  the  great  conftitu- 
tional  defence  of  a  free  country. 
It  had  always  been  called  for  in 
oppofition  to  a  {landing  army,  by 
the  moft  celebrated  patriots ;  by 
thofe  who  were  the  moft  jealous 
of  the  powers  of  the  crown,  and 
the  moft  zealous  ftickUrs  for  the 
rights  of  the  people  As  there 
was  a  neceflity  in  a  great  national 
conteft,  of  fending  the  regular  ' 
forces  abroad  to  fupport  ther.ghts 

of 
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of  the  crown,  and  of  the  people, 
fome  mode  of  home  fecurity  and 
defence  mull  be  adopted  in  their 
ab(ence.  What  other  could  have 
been  found  fo  proper,  and  To  con 
ftitutional  as  the  prefent  ?  Would 
thofe  who  ftigmatize  the  meafure 
of  fending  a  few  battalions  of 
Hinoverians  (who  though  foreign- 
ers,  are  the  King's  fubjeds,  and 
of  courfe  our  natural  friends)  to 
llrengthen  the  garrifons  of  Gib. 
raltar  and  Minorca,  would  they 
recommend  the  introdu6lion  of  fo- 
reigners into  England,  or  would 
they  wilh,  that  our  ports,  our 
docks,  the  capital,  and  the  king- 
dom itlelf,  (hould  be  open  to  the 
enterprize,  and  fubjeft  to  the 
mercy,  of  any  infidious  enemy  that 
might  chufe  to  take  an  advantage 
of  our  defencelefs  fituation  ?  Could 
any  thing  be  more  pleafing  to  Erg- 
lilhmen,  than  that  the  defence  of 
their  country  Ihould  reft  upon 
themfelves  only  ?  Or  could  his 
Majefty  give  a  more  llriking  in- 
ftance  of  the  unbounded  confidence 
which  he  placed  in  their  zeai,  af- 
fefticn,  and  loyalty,  than  by  re- 
pofing  the  protedlion  of  his  crown, 
perfon,  and  kingdom,  in  the  gen- 
tlemen of  England  ? 

This  debate  was  by  degrees 
drawn  off  from  the  main  fubject  to 
that  of  the  late  addreflVs  to  the 
throne  ;  a  matter  which  had  been 
continually  agitated  fince  the  open- 
ing of  the  feflion,  and  which  now 
produced  more  warm  animadver- 
fion,  and  pointed  altercation,  than 
any  other  which  occurred  in  its 
courfe.  Befidcs  the  general  cen- 
fure  which  the  oppofition  pafled 
upon  thefe  pieces  of  minilterial 
craft  and  manufadure,  (which  they 
afFefted  to  call  and  confiuer  them,) 
for  the  indecency  and  fcurrility  of 
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their  language,  the  falfehood  of 
their  charges,  and  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  their  implications  and 
threats,  an  addrefs  from  the  firll 
battalion  of  Dcvonfhire  militia,  in 
which  thpy  made  a  tender  of  their 
perional  fervice  againft  all  internal 
enemies,  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  matter  home  to  the 
prefent  quert'on,  by  (hewing  the 
danger  of  intrulling  the  fword  to  a 
militia  upon  the  new  oonftruftion, 
whea  a  part  even  of  the  old,  which 
feemed  more  immediately  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  was  fo  ma- 
naged, as  wantonly  to  propofe  itg 
application  to  tne  moft  fatal  pur- 
pofes. 

That  thofa  who  were  entrufted 
with  arms  by  the  conftitution  for 
purpofes  of  n.itional  defence,  were 
to  ule  them  only  in  the  mannerpre- 
fcribed,  and  under  the  powers  or- 
dained by  that  authority.  They 
were,  as  a  militia,  to  hold-  no 
opinion  as  to  time  or  place,  fitnefs 
or  neceffity  ;  they  were  to  obey 
the  orders  which  they  received, 
not  to  fay  what  thofe  orders  fliould 
be  ;  they  were  to  fecond  and  fup- 
p*  rt  the  CALCcution  of  the  law,  not 
to  declare  what  was  the  law  ; 
much  lefs  to  di<f\ate  in  great  poli- 
tical and  legillative  queitions. 
Thef  gentlemen,  they  faid,  come 
uncalled,  with  drawn  f\^ords  in 
their  iunds,  to  make  a  tender  of 
them  ;  againft  whom  are  thefe 
fworcjs  to  be  employed?  notagainft 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun- 
try, nor  even  againft  their  unfor- 
tunate fellow-fubjeds  in  America; 
but  againft  internal  enemies;  that 
is,  againft  all  thofe  throughout  the 
kingdom,  w.  o  happen  'to  differ 
with  ihem  in  political  opinion  ; 
and  more  immediately  anc  parti- 
cularly  againft  ihofe   gentlemen, 

[F]  3  who 
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who  in  fulfilling  their  duty  to  God 
^nd  their  country,   have  unremit- 
'^ingly  ftrovein  parliament,  to  pre- 
vent a  moft  unnatural  and  ruinous 
civil  war. 

To  thefe  fevere  ftriflures  it  was 
replied,  that  the  public  addreffes 
from  London  and  Middlefex  to  the 
eleftors  and  freeholders  of  Eng- 
land, rendered  it  neceflary  for 
thofe  who  were  well  afFedled  to  go- 
vernment to  make  as  public  an 
avowal  of  their  fentiments  and 
principles,  thereby  to  vindicate  the 
character  of  the  nation,  and  to  pre- 
vent his  Majefty,  and  the  world 
at  large,  from  being  deceived,  with 
refpedl  to  the  general  difpofition 
of  the  people.  That  letters  from 
a  foci^ty  in  London,  which  called 
itid f  confiifuticnal,  hsid  been  circu- 
lated with  great  induftry,  recom- 
mending to  the  people  to  enter  into 
afibciations  in  the  different  coun- 
ties and  towns,  and  citing  as  an 
example,  and  afligning  as  a  mo- 
tive, the  fuccefs  which  had  attend- 
ed fuch  a  praftice  in  bringing 
about  the  Revolution,  That  plain 
country  gentlemen,  who  do  not 
trouble  themfelves  much  with  nice 
dillin^lions,  and  are  not  at  all 
r  verfed  in  fubtilties,  thought  that 
nothing  lefs  could  be  intended,  by 
thefe  propofals  than  another  Re- 
volution ;  and  that  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  the  oScers  of  the  firll 
regiment  of  Devonlhire  militia, 
pot  ortly  thought  it  juftifiable,  but 
highly  neceflary,  to  make  a  public 
profeffion  of  their  loyalty  and  af- 
feftion  to  the  fovereign,  attach- 
ment to  government,  and  refolu- 
tion  to  defend  both.  That  it  was 
a  new  doftrine,  and  peculiar  to  the 
prefent  times,  to  confider  loyalty, 
and  an  attachment  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  government,  as  crimes,  or 


the  profeffion  of  them,  as  deferving 
ccn  fa  re. 

The  qoeflion  being  at  length  put 
upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Militia  Bill,  it  was  carried  upon 
a  divifion  by  the  vaft  majority  of 
259,  to  50  only,  who  oppofed  the 
meafure. 

A  debate  arofe   about  t^t         ,, 
,1      /•  •  ,       Nov,  I  ft. 

the  lame  time,  on  lay- 
ing the  army  eftimates  for  the  en- 
fuing  year  laefore  the  houfe,  the 
oppofnion  preffing  very  clofely  for 
information,  as  to  the  number, 
condition,  and  fituation  of  the 
troops  now  in  America,  vvhilft  the 
minifters,  as  ufualin  this  bufinefs, 
refufed  the  fatisfadion  required. 
This  occafioned  a  motion.  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  houfe  an 
account  of  the  laft  returns  of  the 
number  of  eifedive  men,  in  the 
feveral  regiments  and  corps  in  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  ferving  in  North 
America,  together  with  a  ftate  of 
the  fick  and  wounded  ;  dilHnguiih- 
ing  the  feveral  places  where  the 
faid  troops  are  ftationed. 

This  motion  was  oppofed  as  be- 
ing unfupportcd  by  precedent  5 
and  that  the  calling  for  the  returns 
of  an  army  in  time  of  war,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe,  would 
eftabjiih  one  highly  inconvenient 
and  dangerous.  That  the  return 
of  an  army,  includes  the  moft  ac- 
curate and  authentic  account  of 
every  particular  relative  to  it. 
Could  it  be  proper  or  ii^fe  to  pub- 
lifh  fuch  a  ftate,  to  furnifti  fuch 
information,  while  the  enemy  was 
in  the  field?  while  he  was  in  a 
ftate  to  convert  fuch  intelligence  to 
the  higheft  advantage?  No  mi- 
nifters could  pretend  to  carry  on 
the  public  bufinefs,  if  any  gentle- 
man had  a  right  to  demand  and 
obtain  fuch  information.  If  mi- 
nifters 
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nlfters  aft  badly,  they  fliould  be 
turned  out  of  their  places;  and 
not  to  ruin  the  public  fervice,  and 
deftroy  all  confidence  in  them  while 
in  office,  by  calling  for  improper 
accounts. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  afTerted, 
that  a  precedent  was  fo  far  from 
being  wanting,  that  it  was  to  be 
found  juft  at  hand,  and  no  longer 
ago  than  the  affair  of  the  Caribs 
at  St.  Vincent'sr  That  informa- 
tion was  now  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary,  as  it  was  acknowledged  that 
the  officers  of  the  crown  had  hi- 
therto been  deceived  themfelves, 
and  deceived  parliament,  for  want 
pf  it.  That  the  pretence  of  dan- 
geXt  from  the  enemy's  becoming 
niafter  of  our  fecrets,  was  too  ri- 
diculous to  deferve  a  ferious  an- 
fwer.  Could  any  body  be  weak 
enough  to  imagine,  that  the  re- 
turns of  three  months  (landing 
from  America,  and  received  from 
this  by  Wafhington  three  months 
hence,  could  alford  him  any  in- 
formation relative  to  the  army  at 
Bollon  ?  He  has  them  every  day 
under  his  eye.  But  it  is  not 
from  the  enemy,  they  faid,  but 
from  parliament,  that  the  true 
ftate  of  the  troops  is  to  be  with- 
held. 

How  can  we  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  or  fufficiency  of  the 
efiimaies  for  future  fervice,  of  the 
number  of  new  forces  which  we 
fhould  vote  for,  without  knowing 
the  ftate  of  thofe  which  we  have 
already?  But,  faid  they,  was  the 
fair  truth  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  v,he  demands  of  minirters 
would  be  found  inconfiftent  wiih 
the  tat^s  they  produced.  This  was 
the  cafe  lad  feffion  ;  they  kept  back 
all  information,  and  impofed  on 
the  houfe,  in  order  to  get  the  cry 


of  the  people  before  the  extent  of 
the  evil  was  known.  The  queftion 
being  then  put,  was  rejedled  upoa 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  170, 
1063,  who  fupported  the  motion. 
A  motion  was  then  made  from 
the  Admiralty  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  that  28,000  feamen, 
including  6,665  marines,  fhould 
be  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  en- 
fuing  year.  This  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  general  outline  of  the 
fervices  to  which  the  navy  ihould 
be  applied  ;  particularly,  that  the 
fleet  on  the  North-American  fta- 
tion  fhould  amount  to  feventy- 
eight  fail.  One  of  the  firft  and 
moil  diilinguilhed  of  our  naval 
commanders  oppofed  this  motion, 
as  tlie  force,  he  faid,  was  much  too 
great  for  a  peace  eilablifhment,  and 
totally  inadequate  to  a  war.  He 
(hewed,  that  the  number  of  (hips 
defigncd  for  the  American  fervice, 
would  demand  fo  great  a  propor- 
tion of  the  complen^ent  of  feamen 
propofed,  that  our  coafts  at  home 
mull  be  left  naked  and  d<^fencelef$, 
in  a  feafon  of  fuch  imminent  peril 
and  danger,  or  that  our  Weft>-Jndia 
iflands,  and  all  other  diftant  fer- 
-vicesj  muft  be  wholly  abandoned. 
He  alfo  arraigned,  in  the  moil  un- 
equivocal terms,  the  prefent  go- 
vernment and  condudl  of  our  nav^l 
affairs,  which  he  reprefented  to  be 
fuch  as  not  only  merited  much  re- 
prehennon,  but  an  immediate 
change  of  ifyfteai,  to  prevent  the 
moil  dangerous  confecuepces, 

Adminiilrrftion  defended  itfelf 
upon  theqircomitances  of  the  time 
which  required  a  great  fleet  in 
America  ;  while  theitate  of  affairs 
in  Europe  did  not  call  for  the  fame 
exertion  at  home.  The  profefli« 
ons  of  the  neipKbouring  courts 
we're  pacific  and  friendly.;  aB<i 
[F]  4  what 
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what  was  of  more  weight  than  pro- 
feffions,  their  armaments  were  not 
unufual  or  confiderable.  It  was 
not  fitting  to  alarm  them  by 
unnecefTarv  preparations,  which 
would  juftify  them  in  arming  on 
their  fide  ;  and  thus,  by  an  inju- 
dicious (hew  of  apprehenfion,  we 
might  be  brought  into  real  danger. 


without  any  of  the  legal  forms;  but 
that  fuch  aflemblies,  in  the  name 
and  under  the  authority  of  the 
people,  had  ffveral  tinges  difpofed 
of  the  crown  itfelf,  a  right  which 
our  Kings  fill y  acknowledged,  by 
moft  thankfully  receiving  it  at 
their  hands. 

From   thefe    and   various  other 


and    certain  expence.     That    the    precedents  he  argued  and  inferred, 

guard-fliips  were  fo  many,  fo  well      '       '  '"    '       '       '''  ^' 

appointed,    and  on  a  fhort  notice 

could   be  fowell  manned,  as  to  be 

much   fuperior  to  what  any  other 

power    could    bring    again  (I     us. 

This  would   keep   us   in  a  refpedl- 

able  fituation,  without  overilrain- 

jng  our  national  refources. 

,  A  few  day=  after,  a  gen- 
'  '  tleman  in  oppofition  made 
a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  commilfioners  ap- 
pointed to  aft  in  America,  for  the 
purpofes  held  out  in  the  fpeech, 
fhould  be  authorized  to  receive 
propofals  for  conciliation,  from 
any  general  convention,  congrefs 
or  other  col  leftive  body,  that  Ihould 
be  found  to  convey  the  ieniiments 
of  one  or  more  of  the  continental 
colonies,  fufpending  all  enquiry 
into  the  legal  or  illegal  forms  un- 
der which  fuch  colony  or  colonies 
inay  be  difpofed  to  treat  ;  **  as  the 
moft  effeflual  means  to  prevent  the 
cffufion  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile 
the  honor  and  permanent  intereft 
of  Great  Britain  with  the  requifi- 
tions  of  his  Majefty's  American 
fubjeas." 

The  gentleman  introduced  his 
motion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
ihewed  from  a  number  of  authori- 
ties both  in  the  ancient  and  modern 
part  of  our  hiitory,  that  it  was 
not  only  cuitomary  with  the  crown 
to  treat  with  conventions  of  the 
people,     which    were    aflembled 


that  it  was  no  diminution  of  dig- 
nity in  the  crown  or  parliament  to 
treat  with  the  American  conven- 
tion, under  whatever  forms  or  de- 
nominations they  were  held.  And 
in  further  fupport  of  his  pofilion, 
brought  the  remarkable  inilance  of 
the  moft  powerful  and  arbitrary 
monarch  in  Europe,  Lewis  the 
XlVth,  who  did  not  difdain  to 
enter  into  and  conclude  a  treaty 
negociated  by  two  Marftials  of 
France,  with  a  contemptible  hand- 
ful of  rebellious  Cevennois,  and 
their  leader,  the  fon  of  a  baker, 
whofe  name  is  perpetuated  to  po- 
fterity,  by  being  fubfcribed  to  the 
fame  inftrument  which  bears  tho 
fignature  of  the  haughty  Lewis. 

"The  motion  was  feconded,  but 
produced  little  or  no  debate.  It 
was  faid,  in  general,  that  peace 
was  much  to  be  wifhed  for  ;  but 
that  the  entering  into  any  treaty 
with  the  Congrc:fs,  would  be  an 
acknowledgment  of  its  being  a 
legal  afTembly,  which  muft,  of 
courfe,  determine  the  whole  quef- 
tion  of  difpute  in  favour  of  Ame- 
rica. For  if  that  meeting  was  le- 
gal, our  whole  condudl  muft  have 
been  a  courfe  of  injuftice.  That 
it  was  more  confonant  with  the  dig- 
nity of  parliament  to  find  fome 
other  method  ;  that  by  waiting  a 
little,  fuch  an  opportunity  might 
ofter  ;  and  that,  atwcrft,  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  apply  to  this  as 
2  the 
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8th. 


the  laft  refort.  The  queftion  being 
put,  it  pafled  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  divifion. 

On  the  following  day,  the 
miniller  in  the  war  depart- 
ment laid  theeftimatesof  the  land- 
fervice  for  the  enfuing  year  before 
the  Committee  of  Supply.  Thefe 
eftimates  exceeded  two  millions, 
including  the  llaff,  the  difference 
between  the  Engliili  and  Irilh  efta- 
bliftiment  in  the  pay  of  the  latter, 
the  pay  of  the  five  Hanoverian  bat- 
talions, near  ioo,oool.  levy-mo- 
ney, and  the  extraordinary  unpro-- 
vided  expcnces  of  the  ordnance  in 
the  preceding  year,  which,  not- 
withllanding  the  limited  Iphere  of 
fervice,  amounted  to  223,6551. 
His  Lordfliip  Ihewed,  that  the 
whole  force  appointed  for  the  land- 
fervice,  abroad  and  at  home,  would 
amount  to  about  55,000  men,  of 
which  upwards  of  25,000  would  be 
employed  in  America.  He  ac- 
knowledged, that  though  this  was 
the  general  arrangement,  he  was 
forry  to  fay  it  was  only  on  paper, 
for  that  fcarcely  any  of  the  corps 
were  completed  to  their  full  com« 
plement.  He  faid,  that  no  means 
had  been  untried  to  remedy  this 
defeft.  That  the  bounty  had  been 
raifed,  and  the  ftandard  lowered  ; 
attempts  had  been  made  to  enlift 
Irifh  Roman  Catholics,  and  to  in- 
corporate foreigners  fingly  into  the 
Briiifti  regiments  ;  but  all  failed 
of  the  expefted  efFe<5l,  and  the  re- 
cruiting fervice  Hill  went  on  very 
ilowly.  He  endeavoured  to  obvi- 
ate the  popular  obfervation  which 
had  been  fo  often  repeated,  and 
he  knew  would  be  now  renev^ed, 
that  the  difficulty,  or  rather  im- 
prafticability  of  procuring  men, 
proceeded  from  the  abhorrence, 
with  which  the  people  in  general 


regarded  the  prefent  odious  civil 
war.  He  mentioned  feveral  caufes 
for  this  ilacknefs,  but  refted  chiefly 
oq  the  flourilhing  ftate  of  our  ma- 
nufadlures,  (notwithftanding  the 
predidlions  of  oppofuion)  which, 
whilft  it  brought  a  temporary  di- 
ftrefs  on  the  fervice,  was  a  proof  of 
the  real  ftrength  of  the  kingdom, 
and  its  ability  fully  to  fupport  this 
or  any  war. 

He  alfo  threw  out,  without  pre- 
tending,  however,  to  any  abfolute 
authority,  that  every  idea  of  taxing 
America,  was  now  entirely  given 
up;  and  that  the  only  remaining 
confideration  was  to  fecure  the 
conftitutional  dependency  of  that 
country.  That  this  could  only  be 
efFeded  by  fuch  a  condud,  as 
fhewed  the  moft  determined  refo- 
luii'>n  of  maintaining  our  conllitu- 
tional  rights,  and  that  for  this 
purpofe  it  was  intended  to  fend 
out  fuch  an  armament,  as  would  be 
fufficient  to  enforce  them,  if  Ame- 
rica Ihould  dill  perfift  in  her  difo- 
bedience.  That  this  armament 
would  be  attended  with  commiffi- 
oners,  who  ihould  be  furniftied  with 
powers  to  accommodate  matters  j 
and  that  a  great  military  officer, 
who  Hood  high  in  the  efleem  both 
of  his  fovereign  and  the  nation, 
was  intended  to  be  the  firll  com- 
miffioner. 

Some  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
as  well  as  the  oppofition  in  gene- 
ral, were  much  .diffati'^fied  at  not 
being  able  to  obtain  any  informa- 
tion from  the  minifter  relative  to 
his  intended  operations,  whether 
with  refpecl  to  the  meafures  for 
bringing  about  an  accommodation, 
or  for  the  profecution  of  the  w.ir. 
The  former  faid,  they  voted  witli 
him  for  the  militia  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  navy,  in  a  firm 
perfuafion. 
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.perfufffion,  and  underflanding  it  as 
.a  matter  of  courfe,  that  before  the 
xjrcmaining  fuppljes  were  granted, 
he  would  have  laid  his  plan  before 
the  hoofe.  That  if  they  bad  hot 
thought  fo,  they  would  not  have 
given  their  fupport  to  meafures, 
which  it  fsemed  now  they  were  not 
to  bfr  acquainted  with.  That  it 
looked  as  if  it  were  meant  that 
they  fhould  vote  the  eilimates  firft, 
and  hear  the  yeafons  afterwards; 
er  in  other  words,  that  the  houfe 
fiiouM  begin  wich  a  divifion,  and 
end  with  a  debate.  They  faid, 
that  in  looking  for  information, 
they  did  not  mean  a  few  fcraps  of 
garbled  and  mutilated  papers ;  but 
that  yerbal  and  official  informa- 
tion, which  they  thought  it  the 
ininift«FS  duty  to  impart  to  parlia- 
ment. That  it  was  particularly 
neceffary  they  fhould  receive  infor- 
laation  as  to  the  perfons  who  were 
to  be;  appointed  as  Commifnoners 
in  America,  and  the  nature  ztid 
cxHnt  of  their  coramiflion,  that 
parliament  might  be  enabled  to 
judge,  whether  they  were  men  6t 
to  be  entrufted  with  fo  important 
a  negociaiion,  and  whether  the 
terms  they  carried  out,  were  con- 
fiiient  with  the  dignity  of  Great- 
Britain  to  offer,  and  the  interell  of 
the  Americans  to  receive. 

One  of  the  country  gentlemen 
was  fb  earneit  in  this  delire  of  in- 
formation, and  fo  picqued  at  find- 
ing Ro  difpofition  in  the  minifter 
to  give  the  fatisfa<^lion  which  he 
required,  that  he  attempted  to 
break  up  the  committee  without 
its  coming  to  any  refolution,  by 
.moving,  **  that  the  chairman 
Jhould  quit  the  chair,'*  which  was 
feeonded  by  another  gentleman  un- 
^er  the  fame  defcription. 

Thongh    the  minifter   did    not 


think  it  prudent,  or  was  not  pre- 
pared to  give  any  dire(5t  or  expli- 
cit anfwer,  he,  however,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  do  fomething  to  keep 
that  party  in  temper.  He  faid, 
that  the  commiflion  to  be  fent, 
would  be  in  conformity  to  the  in- 
timation given  from  the  throne  ; 
that  the  gentlemen  need  not  make 
themfelvcs  uneafy,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  that  any  treaty  of  con- 
ceffion  would  be  agreed  to  without 
the  confcnt  of  parliament  ;  but 
that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  know 
upon  what  grounds  the  Americans 
would  treat,  before  the  powers 
fufficient  to  ratify  what  the  Com- 
miffioners  might  think  expedient, 
were  derived  from  parliament. 
When  the  terms  that  America  was 
willing  to  fubmit  to,  were  ijn  a 
flate  proper  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  that,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  the  proper  time  to  take  the  fenfe 
of  parliament  on  previous  commu- 
nications, and  leave  it  to  judge  of 
•the  alternative,  whether  the  offers 
of  America  could  be  accepted  with 
honour,  or  whether  we  ought  to 
reduce  them  to  a  flate  of  obedi- 
ence, however  difficult  or  hazard- 
ous the  undertaking. 

In  the  further  profecution  of  the 
fubjed,  the  oppofition  infifled, 
that  the  eftimates  were  under-rated 
in  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  afford  no 
clue  whereby  to  form  any  judg- 
ment of  the  extent  of  the  expences. 
That  the  propofed  force  of  25,000 
'.men,  was  totally  inadequate  to  the 
purpofes  of  abfolute  coercion. 
This  was  fupported  by  the  opinion 
of  a  great  general  officer,  who  had 
long  been  in  adminiftration,  and 
who  declared  it  in  the  mofl  unre- 
ferved  terms ;  the  other  military 
gentlemen  prefent  were  called  upon 
to  declare  their  diifent,  if  they 
'  thought 
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thought  otherwife;  but  they  all 
continued  filent.  The  mixt  fy- 
flem  of  war  and  conciliation  was 
reprefented  as  highly  improi^er. 
The  meafure  adopted,  whether  of 
peace  or  war,  fliould  be  clear,  fim- 
ple,  and  decided,  not  involved  in 
doubt,  perplexity,  and  darkjiefs. 
If  war  was  refolved,  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  compel  America  to 
fubmiflion,  let  the  means  of  coer- 
cion be  fuch,  as  will,  to  a  moral 
certainty,  infure  fucpefs.  The 
force  employed  muft  be  ;ible  to 
command  terms,  or  it  does  no- 
thing. If  on  the  contrary,  peace 
is  really  wifhed  for,  ai[id  iefins^pf 
conciliation  are  to  be  propofed, 
your  propofitions  ought  to  be  fo 
clear  as  to  be  obvious  to  every 
common  underftanding,  .  fnd  .fp 
fimple  as  to  baffle  the  powers  of 
chicanery. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  faid, 
that  the  force  propofed,  when  its 
operations  were  dire^ed  \o  fpeciiie 
fervices,  and  fupported  by  a  for- 
midable fleet,  would  be  folly  ("oih-. 
cient  for  the  purpofe,  and  fuch  a^ 
all  America  could  not  withfland  j 
nor  was  it  probable,  that  they 
would  enter  into  fo  arduous  a  con- 
teft,  when  terms  were  held  out  to 
them  at  the  very  inflant,  which 
would  fully  preferve  their  rights. 
The  idea  of  fimple  war,  or  fimple 
conceffioD,  was  ftron^ly  contro- 
verted. It  was  faid  that  a  coq- 
queil  ouer  our  own  fubjeds,  .vv45 
neither  fought  nor  defired.  That 
it  was  our  intercft,  as  it  was  our 
wifh,  to  reclaim,  not  to  deftroy  or 
cnfiave.  That  in  the  prefcnl  llatc 
of  things  in  Ami  rica,  this  dciira- 
ble  objed  could  only  beobtained  by 
fuch  an  armament  as  would  com- 
mand refpcifl,  ftrike  an  awe  into 
tjje  fadlious,    and  enforce  a  fub- 


/nifnon  to  the  conciliatory  terms 
which  we  propofed,  if  coercion  be- 
came abfolutely  neceffary.  A?id 
that  either  to  withdraw  the  force 
we  already  had  there,  or  to  lea\'e 
it  expofed  to  theinfults  and  danger 
of  a  greater  on  the  fide  of  the  re- 
bels, would  not  only  be  in  the 
higheft  degree  dlfgtaceful  to  ot»r- 
felves,  but  would,  in  its  confe- 
quences,  be  equally  ruinous  to  both 
countries. 

A  gentleman  in>  office,  but  who 
h^s  for  feveral  years  been   confu 

^dered  as  poffeffing  much  more  r«al 
than  oftenfible  power,  departed  fo- 

.  tally  from  thefe  temperate  ideas  of 

.  conduit  which  the  minifter  pro- 
feffed,  and  on  which  he  valued 
himfelf.     He  was  of  opinion,  that 

;  all  attempts  of  conciliation  would 
be  fruitlefs  :  obferved,  that  at  any 
rate,   a  numbex  of  terms  were  toTse 

V  made,  and  fecuritiea  given,  before 
conciliation  co\\\d  be  obtained. 
That  terms  of  force  were  the  mea- 
sure? chalked  out  by  his  Majelly  in 
■the  fpeech  J  attended,  however, 
with  conditions  of  conciliation, 
and  gracious  offers  of  forgivenefs 
and  proteftion.  Gn  this  founda- 
tion, the  prefent  vote  on  the  efli- 
males  was  propofed  ;  but  if  pre- 
mature explanations  were  defired  ; 
if  the  gentlemen,  who  had  pledged 
themfelves  to  fupport  thofe  mea- 
fures,  had  altered  their  minds,  or 
had  "withdrawn  their  confidence 
from  the  King^s  fervants,  he  faw 
jno  pbffible  way  to  remedy  matters 
but  by  a  change  of  adminiftration, 
He,  however,  animadverted  fe- 
vcrely  on  the  cowardice  of  decli- 
ning the  conteft,  almoft  in  the 
very  outfet,  after  their  having  gone 
fuch  lengths  in  bringing  mattery 
to  that  crifis. 

This   being    coniidered   as  the 
language 
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language  of  authority,    was   alfo  the  very'friends  of  adminiflration, 

unfierltood,    both   by  the   country  the  gentlemen  who  call  for  a  plan 

gentlrmfn  and  oppnfiiion,  as  fully  are  very  laconically  referred  to  the 

tantamount  to    a   declaration    for  King's  fpeech.     The  fpeech  holds 

war.     The  latter  did  not  let  it  pafs  out    generals,    and    refers  you   to 

wirhout  obfervation  and    ftridture.  particulars  ;  when  thefe  particulars 

They  faid,  it  was  treating   parlia-  are  called  for,   the  fpeech  is  quot- 

ment  with  every  poflible  degree  of  ed,  as  the  true  ftandard  of  infor- 

difrefpeit.     Meaiures  are  concert-  mation. 

ed   in   the  cabinet;    the  King   is  After  long  debates,  thequeftiOn 

made   by  the  minillers  to  exprefs  being  put  upon  the  firfl: of  ihe  refo- 

the  general  inrtntions  which  they  lutions  in  the  eftimate,  was  carried 

had   there  determined   upon  ;  the  upon   a  divifion  by  the  ufual  ma- 

Houfe  of  Ctmmons  is  defired   to  jority,  the  numbers  being  227,  to 

fupport  tdofe  meafures,  bv  voting  73,    who   oppofed   the  refolution. 

an    enormous   war    eliablilhmenl ;  1  he  other  refolutions  were  agreed 

and  when  queilions  are  afked,  and  to  of  courfe. 
explanations  ajre  defired,  even  by 


CHAP.     VI. 

Re^gnaiton  of^ihe  Duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  George  Germaine  appointed  to  the 
Americc.n  department y  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth ,  <who  re- 
cevves  the  pri<vy  feal,     LordWtymouto  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

fouthern  aepartment,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Rochford,  ijcho  retires. 
Other  promotions  and  hanges.  Petition  from  the  American  Congrefs  laid 
before  the  Lords,  Duke  of  Richmond's  motions,  Mr.  Penn's  examina- 
tion. Motion  relative  to  tht  petition.  Great  debates.  Motion  rejected. 
Four  Jhilli tigs  in  the  pound  land  tax  'voted.  Debates  on  the  Militia  Bill, 
Atnendment  pro^cjea  and  rejfQed.  Sever nl  motions  propcjed  by  the  Duke 
of  Graft  on  y  andreje^cd  Mr,  Burke's  Conciliatory  Bill.  Great  debates. 
Motion  for  bringing  in  he  bill  rejected.  American  Prohibitory  Bill  brought 
into  the  Hoifc  of  Commons  by  the  minjler.  Motion  for  an  amendment. 
Great  debates.  Motion  rejected.  Deb^es  upon  the  fecond  reading,  and 
in  the  committee.  Various  motions  made,  and  amendments  propofed.  The 
bill  pafjed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Mr.  Fox* s  motion  for  information 
relati've  to  the  fate  of  the  forces  in  North  America,  Militia  Bill  pajjed. 
Indemnity  Bill  pafftd.      Motion  for  an  addrefs,    in  conformity  to  the  in- 

firu6licns  from  ihe  city  of  London  to  its  reprefentati-ves.  Mr,  Hartley* s 
conciliatory  proprfit-  ons.  Indemnity  Bill  rejeSed  by  the  Lords,  Great 
oppojition  to  the  Prohibitory  Bill,  Proiejl.  Duke  of  Manchrjler^s  motion 
■  for  deferring  the  commitment  till  after  the  holidays.  Marquis  of  Rock" 
Ingham's  motion  for  an  amendment.     Bill  pnjfed  by  the  Lords, 

IT  was   not  difficult  to  forefee     occafion,     at    leaft,    one    remove 
that  the  late  unexpected  con-     among  the  great  offices  of  Hate, 
da£t  of  the  Duke  oi  Grafton  would    It  was,  however  accompanied  with 

fome 
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not  be  conceived,  'that  this  ap- 
pointment ftrengihened  the  hope 
or  increafed  the  fatisfadion  of  thofe 
who  held  the  opinion,  that  conci- 
liatory meafures  could  only  bring 
the  prefent  troubles  to  a  fpeedy  and 
happy  ccnclufion. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Earl  of 
Rochford  having  retired  from  pub- 
lic bufinefs,  was  fucceeded  as  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Southern 
department  by  Lord  Weymouth, 
who  had  continued  out  of  employ- 
ment fince  his  refignation  on  the 
affair  of  Falkland  Ifland.  And  a 
few  days  after.  Lord  Lyttelton, 
who  had  been  diftinguiftied  at  ihe 
opening  of  the  feflion  by  the  feve-, 
rity  of  his  ftridlures  upon  admini- 
ftration,  was  called  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  appointed  Chief  Ju- 
ftice  in  Eyre  beyond  Trent.  Lord 
Pelham  was  alfo  appointed  to  the 
great  wardrobe,  and  Lord  Afti. 
burnham.  Keeper  of  the  Stole. 

The  affair  of  the  petition  from 
the  Congrefs,  which  Mr.  Penn 
had  lately  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  had  frequently  been  brought 
up  in  both  houfes  by  the  oppofi- 
tion,  both  as  affording  a  ground  of 
conciliation,  and  a  fubjeft  of  re- 
proach to  the  minifters,  for  their 
'total  ne|le<fl  of  that  and  all  other 
applications  of  the  fame  nature, 
A  copy  of  the  petition  being, 
however,  laid  before  the  Lords 
among  oiher  papers  on  the  7th  of 
November,  a  noble  Duke  in  oppo- 
fition  obferved,  that  he  faw  Mr. 
Penn  below  the  bar,  and  he  moved, 
that  he  might  be  examined,  in  or- 
der to  eftablifn  the  authenticity  of 
the  petiiion,  before  they  entered 
into  any  debates  upon  its  contents, 
thereby  to  obviate  the  doubts 
which  might  otherwife  probably 
•  arife  upon  that  head^  and  be  the 


fome  which  were  not  publicly 
thought  of.  Whether  the  unhappy 
flate  of  American  affairs  had  dif- 
gufted  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  with 
the  office  of  conducing  them,  or 
that  government  imagined  a  more 
auftere  and  inflexible  charader, 
with  their  natural  concomitant  a 
determinate  conduit,  were  necef- 
fary  to  reftore  peace  and  order, 
however  it  was,  that  nobleman 
^  ,     now    quitted    the    A- 

XNov.  10  .  njgrjj.an  fecretarylhip, 
and  received  the  privy  feal,  which 
had  been  held  by  the  Duke  of 
Grafton. 

The  arduous  talk  of  conducing 
the  American  department  was  re- 
pofed  in  Lord  George  Sackeville 
Germaine.  The  principal  attach- 
ment of  that  noble  Lord  had  been 
to  Mr.  Grenville.  After  Mr. 
Grenville's  death,  indeed,  he  con- 
tinued for  fome  time  firm  on  his 
former  ground  ;  and  did  not  join 
in  that  defedlion  from  the  mino- 
rity  which  immediately  followed 
thai  event.  But  he  began  at 
leng^th  to  flacken  in  oppolition. 
He  fell  in  with  adminillration  in 
the  proceedings  againft  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  in  1773  ;  and  took 
a  full  and  decided  part  in  all  the 
coercive  meafures  which  had  been 
purfucd  againd  the  Americans, 
during  the  prefent  troubles.  His 
connexions  with  Mr,  Grenville 
probably  made  him  fupport  with 
more  zeal  and  fleadinefs  the  highefl 
claims  of  parliamentary  authority  ; 
and  as  he  was  generally  efleemed  a 
man  of  bufinefs,  and  an  able  de- 
bater, kc  was  fought  for  at  a  time, 
when  the  extraordinary  powers  in 
the  fame  line,  upon  the  other  fide, 
feemed,  notwithJlanding  the  fu- 
periority  of  numberc,  not  a  little 
to  diilrefs  adminilhation.     It  will 
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means  of  iritcri-uptihg  their  prd- 
ceedingf. 

As  the  Lofds  in  adminiftratloTi' 
were  well  aware,  that  the  views  of 
the  noble  rnovei'  and  his  friends, 
-went  farther  than  the  authenticity 
of  the  petition,  and  extended  to 
the  laying  before  the  houfe  all  the 
information  with  refpeft  to  Ame- 
rica, which  they  could  draw  from 
a  perfon  fo  thoroughly  mafler  of 
the  fubjed  as  Mr.  Penn,  and  not 
being  at  all  difpofed  that  fuch  mat- 
ters Ihould  now  be  brought  for- 
ward, they  ufed  every  means  to 
prevent  or  defeat  the  examination. 
They  objefted  to  the  motion  on 
the  fubjeft  of  order;  on  its  in- 
formality ;  on  its  want  of  prece- 
dent; being  contrary  to  their 
cftablillied  mode  of  proceeding; 
that  the  bringing  in  of  extraneous 
matter  by  furprize,  and  breaking 
in  upon  their  moft  ferious  and  im- 
portant delibe-rations,  by  fuddenly 
calling  their  attention  ofF  to  the 
examination  of  witnefles,  and  to 
new  fubjefts  of  difcuflion,  v/ould 
be-  deftrudive  of  that  order  and 
gravity  which  had  always  diftin- 
guifhed  their  proceedings. 

They  alfo  contended,  that  this 
mcafure  would  eftablifti  a  moft  per- 
nicious  precedent,  as  it  would  ne- 
cefTarily  follow,  that  every  petition, 
from  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe, 
muft  be  accompanied  by  the  evi- 
dence to  eftablifh  its  authenticity. 
They  obferved,  that  improper 
queftions  might  be  afked,  and  fuch 
anfwers  drawn  from  Mr.  Penn,  as 
might  tend  to  prejudice  him  with 
refpecl  to  his  private  fortune  and 
affairs  in  America ;  that  his  evi- 
dence might  have  the  fame  eiFecl 
with  refped  to  others,  who  were 
alfo  friends  to  government  in  Ame- 
rica, and  who  by  a  public  expo- 


fut-i  of  their  private  condu<fl  in  its 
favour,  would  be  liable  to  perfonal 
danger,  and  ruin  to  their  fortunes. 
They  alfo  infilled,  that  as  the  evi- 
dence, let  it  turn  out  as  it  may, 
would  be  only  ex  parley  the  houfe 
could  not  found  any  refolution 
upon  it;  nor  could  it  be  prefumed, 
that  the  fingle  tellimony  of  an  in- 
dividual, however  refpeflable  the 
chara(5ler  may  be,  could  at  all  in- 
fluence their  condud  or  opinion, 
in  queftions  of  fuch  great  national 
and  political  import.  To  prevent, 
however,  every  pretence  for  the 
enquiry,  they  offered  to  admit  the 
authenticity  of  the  petition  with- 
out any  proof. 

On  the  other  fide,  they  fald, 
that  the  objeftions  as  to  order  were 
fo  trifling,  as  to  be  unworthy  of 
their  time  and  attention  ;  that  the 
propofed  examination  was,  how- 
ever, fully  fupportable  upon  that 
ground,  as  well  as  in  point  of  pre- 
cedent. They  offered  to  tie  them- 
felves  down  as  to  the  queftions  to 
be  put,  and  that  the  Lords,  who 
oppofcd  the  meafure,  fhould  objed 
to  any  which  they  did  not  ap- 
prove. And  they  lamented,  in 
the  mod  pathetic  terms,  the  dif- 
pofition  which  they  faw  in  the 
houfe,  to  ftiut  out  every  fpecies  of 
information  relative  to  America, 
to  continue  to  the  laft  in  darknefs, 
and  to  rufn  headlong  themfelves, 
and  plunge  the  nation  along  with 
them,  into  inevitable  ruin  and  de- 
ftrudlion.  That  this  was  the  more 
furprizing,  and  the  more  lamenta- 
ble, as  the  fatal  confequences 
which  had  already  proceeded  from 
a  fimilar  condudl,  were  fo  fenfibly 
felt  at  this  very  inftant,  as  to  con- 
vulfe  the  empire  through  all  its 
parts. 

The  motion  bein^  rejeded  upon 
a  divi- 
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a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  56 
to  22,  the  noble  mover,  who  is 
diftinguiftied  for  his  perfeverance, 
made  another.  That  Mr.  Peun 
Ihould  be  examined  at  the  baf  en 
the  next  day.  Though  the  exami- 
nation of  a  vvitnefs  in  this  form, 
unconnefted  with  any  other  mat- 
ter, could  not  be  refufed,  yet  fo 
difagreeable  was  every  enquiry  of 
this  nature,  that  a  further  debate 
arofe  upon  it;  but  it  was  at  length 
reluftantly  agreed  to,  that  he 
fhould  be  examined  on  the  loth. 
Several  curious  particu- 
lars relative  to  much  con- 
troverted fubjed^s,  came  out  upon 
the  examination  of  this  gentleman. 
He  was  perfonally  acquainted  with 
almoft  all  the  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  had  been  Governor  of 
the  colony,  and  refided  in  the 
city,  in  which  they  affcmbled 
and  held  their  deliberations,  and 
had  every  opportunity,  from  of- 
fice, family  connection,  locality  of 
property,  and  an  extenfive  ac- 
quaintance, to  obtain  the  fulleft 
information  of  the  (late  of  affairs 
in  America,  as  well  as  of  the  tem- 
per and  difpofition  of  the  people. 
It  was  alfo  evident,  that  his  dif- 
cernment  was  equal  to  the  forming 
a  juft  eftimateof  things ;  and  there 
could  fcarcely  be  a  fufpicion  of 
partiality,  in  favour  of  any  mea- 
fure  which  could  tend  to  American 
independency,  as  the  great  for- 
tune of  his  family,  if  not  wholly 
lolt,  mull  be  much  impaired  by 
fuch  an  event,  and  their  great 
powers  and  prerogatives  certainly 
Subverted. 

Among  the  remarkable  parts  of 
his  teliimony,  (which  we  muft  re- 
colled,  confifted  only  of  anfwers 
to  fuch  fpccific  queftions  as  were 
propofed)  was^n  abfolute  negative 
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to  the  fuppofitlon  or  charge,  that 
any  defigns  of  independency  had 
been  formed  by  the  Congrefs.  He. 
declared,  that  the  members  com- 
pofing  that  body  had  been  fairly 
eleded ;  that  they  were  men  of 
charafter,  capable  of  conveying 
the  fenfe  of  America;  and  tba* 
they  had  actually  conveyed  thfi 
fenfe  of  their  conilituents.  That 
the  different  provinces  would  be 
governed  by  their  decifions  in  all 
events.  That  the  war  was  levied 
and  carried  on  by  the  coIo/iiUs, 
merely  in  defence  of  what  they 
thought  their  liberties.  That  the 
fpirit  of  refinance  was  j^crKra},  and 
they  believed  themfelves  able  to 
defend  their  liberties  agaiolt  tbe 
arms  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  colony  of  Penfylvani* 
contained  about  60,000  men  able 
to  carry  arms.  That  of  thefc, 
20,000  had  voluntarily  enrolled 
themfelvcs  to  ferve  without  pay, 
and  were  armed  and  embodidd 
before  the  Governor's  departure^ 
Being  queftioned  as  to  the  nature 
of  that  volunteer  force,  he  laid, 
that  it  included  the  men  of  bell 
fortune  and  character  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  that  it  was  generally 
compofed  of  men  who  were  pof- 
fefled  of  property^  either  landed 
or  otherwife.  That  an  additional 
body  of  4,500  minute  men  had 
fince  been  raifed  in  the  province, 
who  were  to  be  paid  when  called 
out  on  fervice.  That  they  had 
the  means  and  materials  of  caftiqg 
iron  cannon  in  great  plenty.  That 
they  caft  brafs  cannon  in  Philadel- 
phia. And  that  they  made  fmall 
arms  in  great  abundance  and  per- 
fection. 

That  the  colonics  had  been  djf- 
fatisfied  with  the  reception  of  their, 
former   petitions;    but    that   they 

had 


96]      ANNUAL   REGISTER,   1776. 


had  founded  great  hopes  upon  the 
faccefs  of  that  which  he  brought 
over;  that  it  was  filled  the  Oli've 
jBranch ;  and  that  he  had  been  con- 

fratulated  by  his  friends  upon  his 
eing  the  bearer  of  it.  That  it 
was  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  if 
conciliatory  meafures  were  not 
fpeedily  purfued,  they  would  form 
connexions  with  foreign  powers ; 
and  that  if  fuch  connedions  were 
once  formed,  it  would  be  found  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  to  diffolve 
them.  Being  afked,  *'  whether  the 
people  of  the  different  provinces 
were  now  in  a  flate  of  freedom  ?'* 
he  faid,  that  they  thought  them- 
felves  fo;  whether  **  the  mofl 
opulent  inhabitants  would  not  pre- 
fer freedom  under  this  country  to 
what  they  now  enjoy  ?"  he  an- 
fwered,  that  they  would  prefer  it 
to  any  other  flate  of  freedom  ;  and 
that  notwithflanding  their  deter- 
mination to  fupport  the  meafures 
of  the  Congrefs,  they  wifhed  for  a 
reconciliation  with  this  country. 
He  denied  its  being  an  objeft  of 
the  Congrefs  to  throw  off  the  re- 

fulations  of  their  trade;  and  ac- 
nowledged,  that  the  moll  think- 
ing men  in  Philadelphia  were  of 
opinion,  that  a  refufal  of  the  pre- 
fent  petition  would  be  a  bar  to  all 
reconcilement. 

The  other  parts  of  the  evidence 
related  to  the  Stamp  Ad,  the  re- 
peal, and  the  declaratory  Jaw, 
This  gentleman  was  in  America 
at  that  period,  and  declared  that 
the  firfl  had  occafioned  great  dif- 
content,  uneafinefs,  and  diflrefs ; 
that  the  repeal  had  given  fuch 
abundant  joy,  that  its  anniverfary 
was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  mirth 
and  fellivity.  That  the  Ameri- 
cans were  fatisiied  with  their  con- 
dition, notwithflanding  the  Decla- 


ratory Ad;  and  that  if  Great 
Britain  had  left  things  in  the  (late 
they  then  were,  the  Americans 
would  have  remained  content. 
The  queflions  relative  to  the  de- 
gree of  fubordination  acknow- 
ledged by  the  colonies,  having 
been  multiplied  and  clofely  urged 
by  a  noble  lord  high  in  office,  the 
witnefs  declared,  that  he  believed 
the  colonies  are  inclined  to  ac- 
knowledge the  imperial  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  but  not  in  taxa- 
tion. 

It  was  obferved  with  fome  feve- 
rity  of  animadverfion,  as  a  Angu- 
lar circumllance  in  the  prefent  fitu- 
ationofafFairs,  what  appeared  upon 
this  examination,  that  neither  the 
Secretary  of  State  who  received  the 
petition,  nor  any  other  minifler  or 
perfon  in  authority,  had,  fince  the 
arrival  of  the  witnefs  in  England, 
propofed  a  fingle  queflion  to  him, 
or  defired  theTmallefl  information 
relative  to  the  flate  of  affairs  in 
America,  or  to  the  difpofition  or 
temper  of  the  people.  This  cir- 
cumflance  was  ufed  to  give  counte- 
nance to  the  charge  lb  often  re- 
peated by  the  oppofuion,  that  a 
fyftem  had  been  chalked  out  for 
adminiflration,  which  they  were 
obliged  blindly  to  purfue,  and  to 
ad  in  it  merely  as  machines,  with- 
out being  at  liberty  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  juflice,  eligibility,  or 
confequence. 

After  the  examination  was  fi- 
nifhed,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
who  had  been  its  propofer,  made  a 
motion.  That  the  petition  from 
the  Continental  Congrefs  to  the 
King,  was  ground  for  a  conciliation 
of  the  unhappy  differences  at  pre- 
fent fubfifling  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America.  The  motion 
was  well  introduced,  and  ably  Tup- 
ported 
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ported  by  the  noble  mover  and  his 
friends.  They  ftated  the  neceflity 
of  an  immediate  reconciliation  in 
every  point  of  view»  whether  with 
relped  to  ourfeJves,  the  colo- 
nies, or  our  fituation  in  refpeft 
to  foreign  powers.  That  nothing 
but  carnage,  defolation,  an  aug- 
mentation of  expence,  with  a  de- 
creafc  of  revenue,  a  weaknefs  and 
debility  growing  in  proportion  to 
the  urgent  neceffuy  which  would 
call  for  ftrength  and  exertion,  wiih 
all  the  cruel  and  grievous  calami- 
ties infeparable  from  civil  difcord, 
would  be  the  fruits  obtained  by  a 
pertinacious  purfuit  of  the  war. 

They  reprefented  the  unfur- 
mountable  difficulties  which  would 
occur,  if  an  abfolute  conquelt  of 
America  was  intended;  the  natu- 
ral Itrength  of  that  continent,  com- 
pofed  alternately  of  Itrong  inclo- 
fures,  thick  forefls,  and  deep 
fwamps,  and  every  where  inter- 
fered with  vaft  rivers.  The  im- 
menfe  difficulty  and  expence,  if 
not  utter  impradlicability,  of  fup- 
plying  fuch  an  army  as  would  be 
adequate  to  the  purpofe,  with  fub- 
fiilence  from  England,  and  the  lit- 
tle profpeft,  if  the  obftinacy  or 
perfeverance  of  the  Americans  con- 
tinued, of  providing  it  on  the 
fpot.  The  advantages  which  the 
latter  would  derive  irom  their  be- 
ing at  home,  and  from  having 
their  fubfiflence  at  hand ;  from 
their  perfed  knowledge  of  the 
country,  whereby  every  ftrong 
ground,  pafs,  and  defile,  would 
be  to  them  a  fortrefs,  and  every 
foreft  afford  a  fecure  retreat.  That 
the  overrunning  of  a  province,  the 
feizing,  plundering,  or  deftroying 
feveral  of  their  towns,  though 
ruinous  to  them,  would  afford  no 
cffential  advantage  to  us,  even 
confining  the  conlideration  merely 
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to  the  immediate  obje6l  of  the  war, 
in  the  attainment  of  general  con- 
queft.  Our  dominion  would  ex- 
tend no  farther  than  the  immediate 
operation  of  our  arms,  and  would 
ccafe  with  it.  The  inftant  we 
marched  to  fubdue  another  pro- 
vince, that  which  we  quitted, 
would  become  at  leaft  as  hoftile  as 
that  which  we  entered. 

To  a  ftrong  pidure  of  difficul- 
ties, dangers,  and  difgrace,  they 
contrafted  the  numberlefs  bleffings 
of  peace,  and  Ihewed  the  happy 
opportunity  which  the  petition  af- 
forded of  averting  the  numerous, 
and  fomeof  them  fatal  evils,  which 
had  been  defcribed.  They  faid, 
that  if  this  opportunity  were  now 
\ol\y  it  could  never  be  regained. 
That  providence  feemed  with  a  pe- 
culiar kindncfs  to  put  it  in  their 
way  to  refcue  their  country  from 
ruin,  without  warring  diredly  with 
their  paffions  or  prejudices,  as  they 
might  now  defcend,  without  dif- 
grace, or  without  wounding  their 
pride,  from  thofe  high  (tilts  of  au- 
thority and  dignity  on  which  they 
were  unhappily  mounted,  and 
which  rendered  them  blind  to  its 
intcreft  and  fecurity. 

They  obferved,  that  as  the  idea 
of  laying  taxes  on  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  had 
been,  in  their  difcourfes  at  leaft,, 
repeatedly  given  up  by  the  mini- 
Iters,  the  queftion  of  conciliation 
was  much  lefs  complex,  than  when 
that  dodtrine  had  been  maintained, 
both  in  principle,  and  in  its  molt 
extenfive  confequences.  That  the 
great  objeft  now  of  difcuffion,  was 
what  Great  Britain  claimed,  and 
what  America  was  willing  to  ac 
cede  to.  The  great  remaining 
claim  of  the  former,  appears  to  be 
no  more  than  what  it  ever  was,  a 
general  fuprerae  and  controuling 
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power  over  the  colonies,  with  re- 
fpefl  to  their  external  government, 
and  the  regulation  of  their  trade 
and  commerce.  That  thefe  rights 
were  eftablifhed  and  fecured  by  the 
great  body  of  American  laws  pafled 
before  the  year  1763,  and  by  the 
aft  of  navigation.  That  as  the 
Americans  were  ready  and  willing 
to  return  to  their  former  obedi- 
ence, and  to  Itand  in  the  fame 
fubordinate  relation  to  the  legifla- 
ture,  which  they  had  done  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1763,  the  only  re- 
maining objefl  of  contention,  was 
the  laws  pafTed  fmce  that  period. 

In  this  Hate  of  things,  they  con- 
tended, that  the  petition  offered 
the  faireft  ground  of  conciliation. 
They  exprefsly  declare,  that  they 
delire  no  conceflion  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  the  mother  country. 
The  delegates  of  the  people  of 
America  befeech  his  Majefly  to  re- 
call his  troops;  which  could  only 
be  confidered  as  a  prayer  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms.  All  they  de- 
iire  as  a  preliminary,  is  the  repeal 
of  fundry  ads;  by  which  was  to 
be  underftood,  thofe  that  deprived 
them  of  their  fifheries,  trade,  and 
charters.  The  repeal  of  the  laws 
pafled  fmce  1763,  was  not  now 
mentioned,  nor  would  it  at  any 
time  have  been  infifted  on.  A  re- 
vifion  of  thofe  laws,  with  a  repeal 
of  the  grievous  and  burdenfome 
parts  of  them,  would  be  right  and 
neceflTary ;  and  would  be  as  con- 
iiltent  both  with  our  intereft  and 
jullice,  as  it  would  be  conducive 
to  the  fatisfaftion  and  eafe  of  the 
Americans.  They,  like  all  others 
in  iimilar  circumftances,  carry  their 
claims  much  farther  in  the  heat 
and  litigation  of  conteft,  under  the 
immediate  prefl'ure  of  great  griev- 
ances, and  the  apprehenfion  of 
greater,  than  they  would  in  a  cooler 


temper,  and  happier  fituation. 
Let  us  only  fhew  a  difpofiiion  to 
concede,  and  to  redrefs  their 
grievances,  and  conceflion  will 
come  faller  from  them  than  the 
warmeft  imagination  can  conceive. 
Meet  them  on  the  ground  of  con- 
ciliation, which  ihey  now  propofe, 
and  you  may  afterwards  prefcribe 
your  own  terms. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  faid, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  recognize 
the  petition  on  which  the  prefent 
motion  was  founded,  without  re- 
linquifhing  in  that  ad  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Britifh  parliament. 
That  treating  with  an  unlawful 
alfembly,  who  at  the  very  inftant 
declared  themfelves  to  be  in  a  ftate 
cf  open  refinance  and  hollili-ty, 
would  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes,  legalizing  iheir  proceedings, 
and  acknowledging  them  the  con- 
ftitutional  reprefentatives  of  an  in- 
dependent fovereign  ftate.  If  they 
were  fubjeds,  they  could  not  af- 
femble  or  deliberate,  but  in  a 
mode,  and  for  the  purpofes  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  conilitution.  If  they 
were  not,  it  would  be  in  thehighclt 
degree  lidiculous  to  treat  with 
them  in  a  capacity  which  they  dif. 
claimed. 

It  was  denied,  that  the  ideas  of 
laying  on  duties  in  America,  for 
the  purpofc  of  raifing  a  revenue, 
were  totally  laid  afide ;  if  the 
Americans,  like  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate fubjeds,  had  met  us  in  our 
kind  propofition,  of  levying  an 
equitable  revenue  on  themfelves  in 
fuch  manner  as  they  liked  beft, 
there  would  be  no  occafion  for 
realizing  fuch  ideas  ;  fome  refped- 
abie  perfons,  alfo,  in  adminiltra- 
tion  as  well  as  out,  might  quef- 
tion  the  immediate  pradice  in  point 
of  expediency ;  but  a  thought  of 
fclinquilhing  the  right  was  never 
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entertained.  But  fuppofing,  for  a 
njomcnt,  that  fuch  a  coaceffion 
were  made,  it  would  not  furely  be 
inferred,  that  becaufe  Great  Bri- 
tain had  given  up  the  exercife  of 
fupreme  dominion  in  one  particu- 
lar mode,  fhe  had  alfo  given  it  up 
in  every  other.  The  Americans 
deny  the  right  of  controul,  in  the 
moft  cfFedlual  manner,  for  they  de- 
clare again  ft  the  exercife  of  it,  in 
every  initance  wherein  it  militates 
with  their  interefts,  or  with  their 
traiterous  views  and  rebellious  de- 
figns.  They  refufe  obedience  to 
the  declaratory  law,  the  aft  for 
quartering  foldiers,  the  Jaw  for 
cftabliihing  vice- admiralty  courts, 
and,  in  a  word,  to  every  law 
which  they  do  not  like,  and  then 
tell  us,  with  a  moll  confummate 
effrontery,  that  they  acknowledge 
our  undoubted  right  of  legiflative 
controul,  but  v/ill  not  permit  us  to 
exercife  that  right. 

It  was  infilled  by  fome  Lords, 
who  were  more  warm  than  the 
generality,  that  the  petition  was  an 
infidious  and  traiterous  attempt  to 
impofe  upon  the  King  and  parlia- 
ment; that  while  the  authors  held 
out  fmooth  language  and  falfe  pro- 
feffions  for  that  purpofe,  they  were 
at  the  very  inftant,  in  their  appeals 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  abuiing  the  parliament, 
denying  its  authority,  and  endea- 
vouring to  involve  the  whole  em- 
pire in  rebellion  and  bloodlhed,  by 
in\>iting  their  fellow-fubjeds  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  to  make  one  com- 
mon caule  with  them  in  oppofition 
10  law  and  government.  That  no 
alternative  remained  with  thefe 
worft  of  rebels,  who  not  content 
with  the  enjoyment  of  their  own 
crimes  wanted  to  render  them  ge- 
neral, but  the  ffloit  fpeedy  and  ef« 


feftual  meafures  for  their  fubjuga- 
tion  and  puniftiment.  Thefe  alfo, 
which  were  only  few,  endeavoured 
to  leflen  the  weight  of  the  evidence 
which  had  been  now  laid  before 
them,  by  charging  it  with  partia- 
Ihy  and  prejudice. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  between  ten  and  eleven  o*cIoclc 
at  night,  after  very  confiderable 
debates,  the  motion  was  rejeded 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
86,  including  26  proxies,  to  33, 
including  6  proxies. 

About    the    fame    time,  , 

the  minifter  in  the  Houfe  of  '^  ' 
Commons,  after  ftiewing,  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  necef- 
fity  of  reducing  America  to  obe- 
dience, and  remarking  on  the 
great  expence  that  mull  neceflarily 
attend  that  meafure,  took  an  op- 
portunity of  convincing  the  landed 
gentlemen,  of  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  applying  to  them 
for  their  fupport  upon  fo  great  and 
important  a  national  occafion,  at  a 
time,  he  acknowledged,  when  the 
other  refources  of  the  ftate  were  in- 
competent to  the  purpofe.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved,  that  the  land- 
tax  for  the  year  1776,  be  four 
Ihillings  in  the  pound. 

This  motion  occafioned  a  varie- 
ty of  debates  and  converfations. 
Some  of  the  oppofition  congratu- 
lated the  country  gentlemen  upon 
the  four  ihillings,  as  the  happy 
and  enviable  Hrll  fruits  of  their 
darling  coercive  American  mea- 
fures; whilll  they,  at  the  fame 
time,  endeavoured  to  (hew  by  cal- 
culations on  the  ilate  of  the  funds 
and  expenditure,  that  it  would  be 
a  perpetual  mortgage  on  their 
eftates,  which  no  change  of  cir- 
cumftance,  or  even  favourable  trfra 
of  fortune,  could  ever  wear  ofF; 
[G]  z  for 


lOo]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


for  that,  let  affairs  now  be  ever  fo 
fpeedily  accommodated,  nothing 
lefs  than  a  land-tax  at  that  rate 
would  be  fufficient  for  our  future 
peace  ellablifhment. 

The  principal  leaders  of  oppofi- 
tion  did  not  interfere  much  upon 
this  occafion.  Some  gentlemen 
faid,  that  as  the  fervices  were  voted, 
the  army  and  navy  muft  not  be 
ftarved,  and  as  the  fupplies  mult 
be  raifed  in  fome  manner,  they 
would  vote  for  this  tax,  as  lefs  pre- 
judicial than  any  other  that  could 
be  thought  of.  One  of  them,  how- 
ever, could  not  forbear  comment- 
ing on  this  method  of  voting  mo- 
ney, for  fervices  not  known  to  the 
houfe,  or  on  which,  at  leaft,  they 
had  no  fubllantial  contrcul,  as  it 
furnifhed  miniilers  with  opportu- 
nities of  applying  it  to  purpofes 
which  were  in  the  laft  degree 
ruinous,  and  fatal  to  the  conftuu- 
tion. 

Some  of  the  country  gentlemen 
were  out    of  forts  about   the   In- 
demnity Bill,  an  objeft  which  they 
feemed    to   confider,    as    the  only 
one  relative  to  the  conftitution  that 
demanded    attention.      This    bill 
had   laid   dormant   fince    the   firfl 
reading,  without  any  notice  what- 
ever being  taken  of  it,  and  they 
confidered  it  fo  ferioufly,  as  partly 
to  make  its  being  brought  forward, 
a  condition  of  their  agreeing  to  the 
land-tax.     Several  others  of  them 
were,  however,  much  diflatisfied. 
Upon  a  fubje(it  of  more  fubllantial, 
if  not  conftitutional  import.   Many 
gentlemen  had  fupported  govern- 
ment in  all  the  coercive  meafures 
which  it  had  purfucd  againft  Ame- 
rica, with  a  view,  and  in  a  firm 
hope  and  perfaafion,  that  the  great 
revenue  to  be  drawn  from  that  part 
©f  the  world,  would  in  a  propor- 


tional degree  have  leflened    their 
own  burthens.     Upon  this  princi- 
ple,   they    would    have    advanced 
money,  as  in  a  law-fuit,  while  the 
objeft  in   view  was  capable  of  re^ 
paying   them   with  great  interell, 
befides  nn  advantageous  and  ample 
compenfation  for  the  rifque;   but 
they  were  not  yet  keen  enou^h^as 
litigators  toofrequently  are,  to  pur- 
fue  the  conteft  to  ruin,  (when  they 
found    the    objeA     unproducftive) 
merely  for   the  fake  of  the   fport 
which  it  afforded.     They  accord- 
ingly   finding,    by    the    language 
held  fince  the  opening  of  the  (ei'- 
fion  by  the  minillers,  that  the  idea 
of  taxation    was   generally   given 
up,  either  as  an  expedient,  or  as  to- 
tally impradicable,  now  declared, 
that  i^*  the  original  obje6\  of  dif- 
pute   was   abandoned,  they  could 
not  think  of  expending  any  more 
money  in  a  conteft,  which,  befides 
being  unprodudive  of  benefit,  was 
attended  with  evils  that  could  only 
be  palliated  upon   that  principle; 
and  that  therefore  they  would  op- 
pofe  the  noble  Lord's  motion  for 
an  increafe  of  the  land-tax. 

The  minilter  thought  it  expedi- 
ent to  fatisfy  both  parties,  of  thefe, 
fometimes  troublefome,  but  always 
ufeful  friends.  This  was  eafily 
done  with  the  firft,  by  informing 
them,  that  their  favourite  bill  was 
in  perfeft  fafety  and  good  condi- 
tion, and  would  be  immediately 
brought  forward.  As  to  the  fe- 
cond,  he  affured  them,  that  the 
idea  of  taxation,  and  of  levying  a 
productive  revenue  from  America, 
was  never  abandoned  ;  and  that 
when  any  thing  of  that  fort  drop- 
ped from  the  minifters,  they  in- 
tended no  more,  than  that  it  was 
abandoned  for  the  prefent;  that  is, 
that  the  difpute  at  prefent  was  of  a 
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much  higher  nature  than  it  had 
been  originally,  and  that  taxation 
was  but  a  matter  of  fecondary  con- 
fideration,  when  the  fupremacy 
and  legiflaiive  authority  of  this 
country  was  at  'Hake.  That  he 
would  have  them  therefore  per- 
fectly underftand,  that  whatever 
general  terms  the  miniiiers  might 
at  any  time  make  ufe  of,  taxation 
neither  h,  nor  ever  was,  out  of 
their  view.  As  a  further  proof  of 
his  fincerity  upon  this  fubjcdl  he 
declared,  that  there  was  no  means 
by  which  the  legiflative  authority 
and  commercial  controul  of  this 
country  over  the  colonies  could  be 
infured,  but  by  combining  them 
with  taxation. 

This  explanation  gave  full  con- 
tent, and  after  a  mixed  debate, 
which  lafted  till  ten  o'clock,  the 
quellion  being  put  upon  an  amend- 
ment which  had  been  early  movtd. 
That  the  land-tax  (hould  be  three 
fhillings  inftead  of  four,  it  paffed 
in  the  negative  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  182  to  47  ;  the  origi- 
nal motion  then  paffed  of  courfe. 

_  ,  In   two   days    after,    the 

^  '  houfe  being  in  a  committee 
upon  the  Militia  Bill,  a  motion 
was  made  for  an  amendment,  by 
inferting  words  to  the  following 
purpofe  in  the  preamble.  That  the 
iajd  power  of  affembling  and  em- 
bodying the  militia,  fhall  not  ex- 
tend beyond  the  comiauance  of  the 
prefent  rebellion.  This  motion 
brought  on  forae  warm  and  confi- 
derable  debates.  The  oppofition 
faid,  that  if  the  miniiiers  oppofed 
this  motion,  it  would  convince 
them  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
fufpicions  they  had  formed  with 
refpeft  to  this  bill  were  too  well 
founded,  which  were,  that  it  was 
)»roughc  ia  mtxcly  as  a  colourable 


pretext  to  arm  the  crown  with  a 
power  hitherto  unknown  to  the 
conftitution. 

They  argued,  that  the  bill,  from 
the.  very  frame  of  it,  was  taken  up 
on  a  temporary  idea,  and  dire61- 
ed  to  temporary  purpofes,  which 
would  ceafe  to  be  objeds  of  policy, 
the  inftant  that  the  civil  war  was 
terminated.  That  the  avowed  ob- 
jedl  and  principle  of  the  bill,  was 
to  afford  a  greater  fcope  to  our  mi- 
litary operations  in  America,  by 
making  fuch  a  provifion  for  inter- 
nal defence  and  fecurity,  as  might 
enable  us  to  employ  the  (landing 
regular  forces  upoa  that  fervice. 
That  however  neceflary  it  might 
be  in  cafes  of  real  and  great  emer- 
gency, to  arm  the  crown,  pro  tem- 
pore, with  extraordinary  powers 
for  certain  purpofes  of  fafety,  it 
was  always,  not  only  in  the  fpirit, 
but  pradice  of  our  government,  to 
recall  thofe  powers,  as  foon  as  the 
purpofes  were  anfwered,  or  th« 
motivts  cealed,  for  which  they 
were  granted.  And  that  it  could 
not  be  pretended,  that  any  fair  or 
conftitutional  motive  would  remain 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent 
troubles,  for  continuing  this  power 
in  the  crown,  as  it  was  already  en- 
abled by  the  old  law,  to  call  out 
the  militia  in  all  other  cafes  of  real 
emergency.  And  they  infilled, 
that  the  very  point  meant  to  be 
covertly  carried  jiy  this  bill,  was 
what  no  king  of  England ,  even  tJfe 
moil  defpotic,  had  ever  been  able 
to  gain  ;  that  it  was  a  power  at  all 
times  retained,  and  till  now,  moll 
jealoufly  watched  and  guarded  by 
the  people  j  and  that,  on  this  was 
grounded  the  leading  conteft  be- 
tween Charles  theFirll  and  his  par- 
liament, long  before  that  affembly 
had  been  charged  with  any  fadiou« 
[O]  3  views. 


102]        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


views,  or  had  entertained  any  idea 
of  the  troubles  which  afterwards 
took  place. 

On  the  other  fide,  great  enco- 
miums were  made  on  the  popular 
and  conftitutional  defence  of  a 
militia,  and  much  wonder  expreff- 
cd,  that  a  meafure  which  tended 
fo  particularly  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
people,  and  the  rendering  (land- 
ing armies  unneceflary,  fliould  be 
oppofed  by  thofe,  who  pretended 
a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  in  the 
care  and  proteftion  of  th?ir  liber- 
ties. That  the  apprehended  dan- 
gers which  it  was  fuppofed  would 
arife  from  the  powers  granted  by 
the  bill,  and  upon  which  fuch 
powers  of  colouring  had  been  be- 
llowed to  render  them  frightful 
and  hideous,  were  purely  vifionary, 
and  mere  creatures  of  the  imagi- 
nation. That  no  ill  ufe  could  be 
made  of  the  power,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  people  them- 
felves ;  for  though  the  prince  might 
aflen^Jple  the  militia,  they  muft  be 
paid  by  parliament.  That  pre- 
fuming  parliament  fhould  become 
a  party  in  betraying  its  own  righrs 
and  thofe  of  the  people,  was  fup- 
pofing  a  cafe  which  could  not  cxill, 
or  if  it  did,  which  no  human  pru- 
dence or  forefight  could  poflibly 
guard  againfl ;  for  fuch  a  confpi- 
racy  of  the  executive  and  legifla- 
tive  powers  of  the  ftate,  fuppofed 
not  an  abufe,  but  an  adual  fub- 
verfion  and  difTolation  of  govern- 
ment. That  all  reafoningon  fuch 
an  hypothefis  was  abfurd  ;  who 
could  the  people  truft,  if  they 
could  not  truft  themfelves?  if  they 
were  feizcd  v/hh  fuch  a  madnefs  zs 
to  make  a  furrender  of  their  rights 
and  liberties,  no  power  under  hea- 
ven could  prevent  them. 

This  anfwer  feems  perfcftly  fa- 


tisfaflory  with  regard  to  the  gene- 
ral power  of  the  crown  over  the 
militia;  but  it  does  not  appear  of 
equal  force  to  remove  the  main  ob- 
jection, and  which  ftruck  dire6lly 
at  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz. 
the  rendering  a  law  perpetual, 
which  was  framed  only  for  an  im- 
mediate and  temporary  purpofe, 
without  any  apparent  motive,  or 
fufficient  caufe  for  fo  doing.  This 
was  by  no  means  fatis  fa  (fieri  ly  an- 
fvvered,  it  being  only  evafively 
faid,  that  if  the  law  was  a  good 
one,  it  fhould  always  (land,  and  if 
otherwife,  fhould  not  pafs  at  all. 
This  would  pi-ove  too  much;  as 
it  would  be  a  reafon  againft  all 
temporary  bills. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  rcjefted  on  a 
divifion  in  the  committee,  by  a 
majority  of  140  to  55.  Another 
amendment  was  then  propol'ed, 
**  That  the  militia  fhould  not  be 
called  out  of  their  refpedive  coun- 
ties, unlefs  in  cafe  of  adtual  inva- 
fi-on."  This  likewife  pafled  in  the 
negative,  A  claufe  was  then  pro- 
pofed,  to  im power  his  Majefty  to 
afTemble  the  parliament  in  fourteen 
days,  whenever  the  prcfent  ad,  in 
the  event  of  a  war  or  rebellion  in 
any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
Britifh  crown,  fnould  be  called 
into  operation.  This  claufe  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Several     motions     were  , 

made  on  the  fame  day  by  ^ 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  which  pro- 
duced confiderable  debates  in  the 
other  houfe.  The  firit  of  thefe 
was  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  forces 
ferving  in  America,  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  hoflilities, 
witJi  their  feveral  (lations  and  di- 
ftrifeutions,  in  order  to  lay  a 
ground- 
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ground- work  for  fuch  advice  as 
that  houle,  impelled  by  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  might  think  fit  to  fubmit  to 
his  Majeity's  conlideration.  The 
fecond,  for  a  ftate  of  the  army  now 
in  America,  according  to  the  lateft 
returns.  The  third,  for  laying 
before  them  the  plans  that  had 
been  adopted  for  providing  winter 
quarters  for  thofe  troops  ;  with 
an  account  of  the  number  of  forces 
in  the  provincial  army,  according 
to  the  bell  elHmate  that  could  be 
obtained.  The  fourth,  that  an 
cftimateof  the  forces  now  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  fhould  be  laid 
before  them.  And  the  fifth,  that 
an  eftimate  of  the  military  force 
neceflary  to  be  fent  againft  Ame- 
rica, with  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  artillery,  fhould  alfo  be  laid 
before  thehoufe.  < 

In  fupport  of  thefe  motions,  the 
f^ime  ground  was  taken,  which  had 
been  repeatedly  trodden  in  both 
houfes  fince  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
fion,  upon  the  fame  fubjed.  Some 
new  obfervations  were  however 
added.  It  was  faid,  that  they  had 
heard  oblique  cenfures  thrown  out 
upon  the  commanders  both  by  fca 
and  land.  What  were  they  to  do, 
amidft  fuch  a  chaos  of  charges,  de- 
nials, blunders,  millakes,  imputed 
negligence,  and  incapacity?  Were 
theyltill  to  wander  in  darknefs  and 
uncertainty  ;  to  grope  their  way 
without  a  ray  of  light,  or  the 
fmalleil  information  for  their  di- 
redlion  ?  They  profefied,  that 
they  did  not  want  cabinet,  but 
parliamentary  information  ;  they 
did  not  want  to  know  the  detail, 
nor  the  different  means  intended  ^o 
give  their  meafures  fucccfs  ;  they 
do  not  defire  to  fee  ellimates,  with 
any  view  of  comparing  them  with 
the  retarns ;  nor  do  they  mean  to 


enter  into  any  enquiry,  with  ai^ 
intention  of  having  the  wrong  in- 
formation, by  which  minifters  have 
confefled  themfeves  deceived  and 
milled,  traced  to  its  fource.  They 
only  wanted  to  know  that  general 
flate  of  things,  and  thofe  fa£ls, 
which  by  warning  them  of  the  dif- 
ficulties they  had  to  encounter, 
would  point  out  the  bell  means  of 
obviating  or  furmounting  them  ; 
and  that  this  could  not  be  fo  well 
effefled  in  any  other  manner,  as 
by  learning  a  true  ftate  of  the  force 
preparing  againft  us,  and  com- 
paring it  with  our  own  abilities 
and  immediate  r^fources.  That 
there  were  precedents  in  favour  of 
fuch  motions  ;  and  the  enemy  was 
fo  fituated  as  to  come  readily  at  the 
account  of  what  was  fo  anxioufly 
concealed  from  parliament. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  enquiries 
propofed,  with  thofe  which  they 
were  fuppofed  to  lead  to,  were  faid 
to  be  unprecedented,  highly  im- 
proper and  dangerous.  That  it 
was  contrary  to  every  rule  of  office, 
as  well  as  every  maxim  of  war  and 
common  fenfe,  to  furnifti  our  ene- 
mies with  fuch  intelligence,  as 
might  be  the  means  of  either  avail- 
ing themfelves  qf  our  weaknefs,  or 
refilling  our  power.  That  the  re- 
bel leaders  themfelves  could  not 
wilh  for  any  thing  more  in  their 
favour,  than  a  difclofure  of  the 
plans^  of  our  military  operations, 
and  an  exa<^  ftate  of  our  ftrength 
or  weaknefs.  That  fecrecy,  whe- 
ther with  refpe<5l  to  deliberation  or 
action,  was  the  eflence  and  life  of 
war,  upon  which  its  fuccefs  muft 
for  ever  in  a  great  degree  depend. 
It  was  aflerted,  that  the  meafures 
determined  here,  were  much  fooner 
known  in  the  rebel  camp,  than  in 
the  King's  army.     And  it  was  in- 

[G]  4  fitted. 
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fifted,  that  the  precedent  to  be 
eftablifhed  by  a  compliance  with 
thefe  motions,  of  the  legiflative 
forcing  itfelf,  and  breaking  in  upon 
the  executive  power, would  be  more 
dangerous  even  than  the  other  con- 
sequences, as  it  mvill  of  courfe,  if 
brought  into  pratiice,  totally  ob- 
ftruft  the  mealures  of  government, 
and  render  it  imprafticable  to  con- 
dufl  the  public  affairs. 

The  debate,  as  ufual,  wandered 
from  the  main  fubjeft,  and  took 
in  feveral  branches  of  the  Ameri- 
can bufinefs.  Much  warmth  a'p- 
peared,  and  fome  fevere  perfonal 
animadverfion  took  place,  upon 
different  occafions  which  occurred 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debates.  The 
queftion  being  at  length  put  upon 
each  of  the  motions  feparately, 
that  only,  for  an  eftimate  of  the 
forces  now  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  was  agreed  to.  The  reft 
were  rejedted  without  a  divifion. 

The  oppofition  were  not  fo  de- 
jedled  by  their  multiplied  defeats 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  as  to 
abandon  all  hopes  of  reconcilia- 
tion ;  they  daily  endeavoured  to 
ihew  it  neceflary  in  the  attempt, 
and  prafticable  in  the  execution. 

,  ,  On    the   day  fucceeding 

*°^"'  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  mo- 
tions, Mr.  Burke,  notwithflanding 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  conciliatory 
propofitions  in  the  preceding  year, 
brought  in  a  bill  to  anfwer  the 
fame  purpofes  in  the  prefent. 

The  bufinefs  was  introduced  by 
a  petition  upon  the  prefent  Ameri- 
can differences,  from  the  con  fid  er- 
able  cloathing  towns,  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Weftbury,  Warmin- 
fter,  andTrowbridge,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Wilts.  This  petition  v/as  in- 
tended to  counterafl  a  late  addrefs 
which  had  been  procured  in  the 


fame  part  of  the  country,  and  to 
prevent,  as  the  petitioners  fay,  the 
dreadful  effeds  which  might  arife, 
from  fimilarmifreprpfentations  be- 
ing conveyed  to  parliament.  But 
what  brought  it  dir^tSlly  home  to 
Mr.  Burke's  object  of  conciliation, 
was  the  earneft  manner  in  which 
they  deprecated  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war,  and  conjured  the  houfe, 
by  every  thing  folemn,  facred,  or 
dear,  to  adopt  fuch  lenient  mca- 
fures,  as  might  reftore  that  affec- 
tionate intercoui'fe  between  this 
country  and  the  colonies,  which, 
they  faid,  could  alone  prevent  thofe 
calamities  that  they  moft  patheti- 
cally lamented  or  defcribed.  He 
therefore  wiflied  (after  obfcrving 
that  the  manufafturing  part  of  the 
petitioners  were  all  nten  who  car- 
ried on  bufinefs  as  principals  upon 
their  own  account,  and  that,  ha 
was  authorized  to  fay,  were  pof- 
feffed  of  more  than  half  a  million 
of  Englifh  property),  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  fhould  be 
confidered  as  an  exordium  to  the 
bufinefs  which  he  was  going  to 
propofe. 

The  motion  was,  **  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
compofing  the  prefent  troubles, 
and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  his 
Majefty*s  fubjeds  in  America.'* 
Its  objedl  was  to  procure  concilia- 
tion and  peace  by  concelTion  ;  and 
that  great  charter  from  the  crown 
to  the  people,  paffed  in  the  35th 
year  of  Edward  the  Firfl,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Statutum 
de  tall  agio  non  concedendo,  was  its 
avowed  model. 

The  framer  introduced  his  bill 
with  a  fpeech,  which  he  fupport- 
ed  for  upwards  of  three  hours  with 
great  ability,  and  which  feemed  to 
vie  with  the  magnitude  of  the  fub- 

jea, 
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it  was  calculated  to  produce  the 
higheft  degree  of  irritation  and 
animofity,  but  never  had,  nor  ne- 
ver could  induce  any  one  people 
to  become  fubjefts  to  the  govern- 
ment of  another.  That  it  was  a 
kind  of  war  adapted  to  diftrefs  an 
independent  people;  but  not  to 
coerce  difobeclient  fubjefts. 

He  concluded  thefabjeft  of  con- 
queft  by  obferving,  that  as  there 
appeared  no  probability  of  fuccefs 
in  the  detail  of  any  of  the  arrange- 
ments that  were  propofed,  neither 
was  there  any  authority  to  give 
them  a  fanftion  ;  not  one  military 
or  naval  officer  having  given  an 
opinion  in  their  favour,  and  feveral 
of  the  firft,  in  both  departments, 
having  decided  diredliy  againft 
them.  Thus,  as  no  man  of  mili- 
tary experience  would  vouch  for 
the  fufficiency  of  the  force,  neither 
would  any  one  in  the  commiflariate 
anfwer  for  its  fubfiilence  from  the 
moment  that  it  left  the  fea-coaft  ; 
fo  that  its  fubfillence  and  its  opera- 
tion was  confefiedly  incompati- 
ble. 

He  next  examined  the  mixed 
fydem  of  war  and  treaty,  and  ex- 
pofed  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  and 
difquifuion,  its  numberlefs  defers, 
ruinous  procraftination,  and  final 
inconclufivenefs.  He  ridiculed  the 
abfurdity  of  fending  out  pardons  to 
people  .who  neither  applied  for, 
nor  would  accept  of  them  ;  as  if 
nothing  but  an  amnefty  were  want- 
ing to  reltore  peace  in  America  ; 
and  as  if  the  great  obje(5ls  of  dif- 
pute  were  totally  lolt  and  forgotten. 
He  alfo  condemned  in  the  llrongeft 
terms  the  arbitrary  powers  which 
were  to  be  veiled  in  the  commiflion- 
ers  of  granting  general  or  parti- 
cular pardcTns,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  to  fuch  perfons  only,  as  they 
*  ihould 


jefl,  in  the  amazing  compafs  of 
Britiih  and  American  matter  which 
it  included.  He  complained  of  the 
difficujiies  under  which  moderate 
men,  who  advifed  lenient  and 
healing  meafures,  lay,  in  times  of 
civil  commotion;  that  their  mode- 
ration was  imputed  to  a  want  of 
zeal,  and  their  fears  for  the  pub- 
lic fifety  to  a  want  of  fpirit  ;  but 
that  on  the  prefent  unhappy  occa- 
fion,  thei'e  were  increafed  in  an 
unufual  dejjree,  as  every  thing  that 
was  propofed  on  the  fide  of  lenity, 
was  unfairly  conrtrued,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  reprefented,  as  intend- 
ed to  give  a  countenance  to  rebel- 
lion ;  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been 
pratHifed,  and  menaces  thrown 
out,  as  would,  if  they  had  not 
been  oppofed  with  a  great  (hare  of 
firmnefs  by  the  friends  to  the  peace 
of  their  country,  have  put  an  end 
to  all  freedom  of  debate,  and  in- 
deed to  all  public  deliberation 
whatever. 

He  obferved  that  there  were 
three  plans  afloat  for  putting  an 
end  to  the  prefent  troubles.  The 
iirft,  fimple  war,  in  order  to  a  per- 
fedl  conqueil.  The  fecond,  a  mix- 
ture of  war  and  treaty.  And  the 
third,  peace  grounded  on  concef- 
fion.  In  the  inveltigation  of  thefe 
h<*  obferved,  that  the  firll  branch- 
ed into  two  parts  ;  the  one  direft 
by  conqueft,  the  other  indirect  by 
diftrefs.  He  then  examined  the 
ireans  which  had  been  laid  before 
them,  for  carrying  on  the  cnfuihg 
campaign  upon  the  former  princi- 
ple, and  found  many  reafonsto 
fhew  that  they  were  infufficient  for 
the  purpofe.  As  for  the  predato- 
ry, or  war  by  diftrefs,  he  placed 
its  nature  and  confequences  in  va- 
rious points  of  view,  and  endea- 
voured to  fatisfy  his  hearers,  that 
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fliould  think  proper  ;  wiihout  any 
cftablifhed  line  for  the  government 
of  their  condu^  on  the  ohe  fide, 
or  known  meafure  of  obedience  for 
the  attainment  of  fecurity  on  the 
other. 

Having  endeavoured  to  eftabliOi 
the  inefRcacy  and  ruinous  confe- 
quences  of  both  thefe  fyflems,  he 
proceeded  to  an  explanation  of  his 
own,  founded  upon  the  idea  of 
toKceJJion  pre<vious  to  treaty.  He 
Hated  the  neceffity  of  conceflion; 
that  its  neceffity  being  admitted,  it 
fhould  be  immediately  adopted, 
and  appear  a  mere  aft  oi  their  oixin 
free  grace.  That  this  meafure,  be- 
/jdes  preventing  the  deftrudlivecon- 
fequences  attending  the  protrac- 
tion incident  to  negociation,  would 
fuftain  their  own  dignity  much 
better,  and  have  infinitely  more 
efficacy  in  conciliating  the  colo- 
nies, than  any  conceffion  upon 
treaty.  That  the  firil  ground  of 
treaty  muft  be  confidence.  That 
all  confidence  in  government,  on 
the  fide  of  the  Americans,  had 
been  deftroyed  through  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  for  the  lall  ten  years. 
That  this  confidence  couldonly  be 
reftored  by  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament ;  by  its  coming  in  as  an 
aid  and  fecurity  for  government, 
and  laying  out  fome  firm  ground 
as  a  foundation  for  coiiclufive  and 
final  peace. 

He  obferved,  that  as  taxation 
had  been  the  origin  of  the  prefent 
differences,  an  arrangement  of 
that  quellion,  either  by  enforce- 
ment or  conceffion,  was  a  prelimir 
nary  indifpenfably  effisntial  to 
peace.  He  entered  largely  into 
that  fubjeft  ;  confidered  it  under 
both  heads,  and  faid,  that  the  im- 
prafticability  of  the  former  was 
now  acknowledged  by  the  minillers 


themfelves.  He  obferved,  ,  that 
parliament  was  not  the  reprefenta- 
tive,  but  the  fovereign  of  Ameri- 
ca. That  fovereignty  was  not  in 
its  nature  an  idea  ofabftradl  unity  ; 
but  was  capable  of  great  complexi- 
ty and  infinite  modification?,  ac- 
cording to  the  temper  of  thofewho 
are  to  be  governed,  and  to  the  cir- 
camfiances  of  things  ;  which  being 
infinitely  diverfified,  government 
ought  to  be  adapted  to  them,  and 
to  conform  itfelf  to  their  nature, 
inllead  of  vainly  endeavouring  to 
force  that  to  a  contrary  bias. 
That  though  taxation  was  inherent 
in  the  fupreme  power  of  fociety, 
taken  as  an  aggregate,  it  did  not 
fi'Ilow  that  it  muft  refide  in  any 
particular  power  in  that  fociety. 
Thus,  in  the  fociety  of  England, 
the  King  is  the  fovereign  ;  but  the 
power  of  the  purfe  is  not  in  his 
hands;  yet  this  does  not  derogate 
from  his  authority  in  thofe  things, 
in  which  the  conftitutionhas  aitri* 
buted  power  to  him. 

Having  prefled  the  neceffity  of 
givihg  up  the  point  of  taxation  to 
the  utmoft,  he,  however,  exprefT- 
ed  his  regret,  at  our  being  obliged 
to  furrender  any  (even  that  moll 
odious  and  fcarcely  ever  to  be  ex- 
ercifed)  part  of  legiflative  au- 
thority ;  but  this  he  faid  was  th* 
natural  and  inevitable  confequcnce 
of  injudicious  exertions  of  power. 
That  people  who  quarrel  unrea- 
fonably  among  themfelves,  and 
will  not  reconcile  their  diiFerences 
in  due  feafon,  muft  fubmit  to  th« 
confequences  incident  to  thefitua,- 
tion  in  which  they  have  involved 
themfelves.  That  there  was  no 
diftionour  in  any  kind  of  amica- 
ble adjuftment  of  domeftic  quar- 
rels ;  that  he  would  rather  yield 
an    hundred    points,    when   they 

were 
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argu'.nents,  and  the  allurements  of 
the  claim,  one  of  the  greateft  and 
wifeft  of  our  monarchs,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  and  pofitive  adl,  cut  off  from 
the  fovereign  power  this  right  of 
taxing. 

That  flatute,  he  obferved,  has 
been  the  foundation  of  the  unity 
and  happinefs  of  England  from 
that  time  ;  that  it  was  abfolutely 
Jilent  about  the  right,  and  confined 
itfelf  to  giving  fatisfadlion  in  fu- 
ture;  that  it  laid  down  no  general 
principles  which  might  tend  to 
afFeft  theroysl  prerogative  in  other 
particulars;  and  that  in  all  human 
probability,  the  prefervation  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  preroga- 
tive, was  owing  to  the  clear  and 
abfolute  furrender  of  that.  He 
fhewed  that  llatute  confilted  of 
three  principal  parts  ;  viz.  a  re- 
nunciation of  taxing,  a  repeal  of 
all  laws  which  had  been  made  upon 
a  contrary  principle, — and  a  gene- 
ral pardon.  He  then  fliewed  the 
conformity  of  his  own  bill  to  the 
fpirit  of  that  ad\,  fuppofing  Great 
Britain  to  Hand  in  the  place  of  the 
fovereiijn,  and  America  in  that  of 
the  fubjedl  ;  and  that  tho.ugh  tlvs 
circumllances  were  not  in  every 
refpeft  parallel,  they  were  fuffi- 
cieiitly  io  to  juitifv  his  following 
an  example,  that  gave  fatisfa£lion 
and  fecurity  on  the  fubjedl  of  taxes, 
and  lefcall  other  rights  and  powers 
whatfoever,  exadly  upon  the  bot- 
torn  on  which  they  had  ftood  be- 
fore that  arrangement  had  taken 
place. 

From  the  account  we  have  feen 
of  the  model,  it  will  not  be  difiiT 
cult  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the 
conftruftion  of  the  copy.  The 
great  objed  of  the  bill  was  a  re- 
nunciation of  theexercife  of  taxati- 
on,without  at  all  interfering  in  the 
queftion  of  right.  It  preferved  the 
8  power 


wer'*  Englifhmen  that  gave  and 
received,  than  a  fingle  point  to  a 
foreign  nation  ;  and  we  were  in 
fuch  circumftances  as  would  oblige 
us  to  yield  either  to  one  or  the 
other. 

He  t'len  dated  the  reafons  which 
induced  him  to  make  the  ftatute 
de  tallagio,  35  Ed.  i.  the  pattern 
for  his  bill.  For  this  purpofe  he 
fhewed  the  fimiiarity  of  the  an- 
cient difputes  that  arofe  beiween 
the  king?  and  rhe  people  of  Eng- 
land on  the  fubjetl  of  taxation,  to 
thofe  now  fubfifting  between  the 
parliament  and  the  natiwes  of  Ame- 
rica ;  that  the  claim  of  fovereignty 
was  the  f.me  in  both  inftances, 
and  the  evils  which  were  eftedual- 
ly  removed  by  the  llatute  de  talla- 
gio,correfponded  exaftly  with  thofe 
which  the  prefent  bill  was  intended 
to  remedy.  That  they  had  hap- 
pily a  precedent  of  the  firft  autho- 
rity to  afford  a  clue  for  their 
conduft.  For  however  the  quellion 
of  right  was,  our  kings  were  for- 
merly in  the  practice  of  levying 
taxpsupon  the  people  by  theirown 
authority  ;  that  they  juftified  this 
prndlice  upon  the  very  fame  prin- 
ciples, and  with  the  f'-ime  argu- 
ments, which  are  now  ufed  to  fup- 
port  the  right  of  parliament  in  tax- 
ing the  Americans.  They  contend- 
ed that  the  crown,  being  charged 
with  the  public  defence,  mull  be 
furnifhed  alfo  with  the  means  of 
providing  for  it.  That  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  commit  a  truft  into 
the  hands  of  one  perfon,  and  to 
leave  the  power  of  executing  it  to 
depend  upon  the  will  of  another. 
They  therefore  maintained  the 
king's  indefeafible  right  to  tax  the 
people,  and  that  it  was  a  power  fo 
effential  to  fovereignty,  as  to  be 
infeparable  from  the  crown.  But 
notwithilanding  the  force  of  thefe 
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power  of  levying  duties  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  but  the 
money  fo  raifed,  was  to  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  feveral  general  af- 
feniblies.  The  crown  was  em- 
powered, when  neceffary,  to  con- 
vene general  meetings  of  deputies 
from  the  feveral  colonies,  and  their 
ads  were  to  be  binding  upon  all. 
The  duty  aft  of  the  year  1767, 
-with  the  late  coercive  and  penal 
laws,  were  to  be  repealed.  And 
a  general  amnefty  was  granted, 
upon  the  Americans  laying  down 
their  arms  within  a  given  time. 
All  future  revenues  were  to  be 
free  aids  from  the  fubjeds  there, 
as  well  as  here. 

The  principal  objedions  made 
to  the  bill  were,  that  it  conceded 
too  much  for  us,  and  not  near 
enough  to  fatisfy  the  Americans. 
That  their  claims  reached,  not  only 
to. the  declaratory  aft,  and  to  all 
the  others  pafled  fmce  1763,  but 
included  in  their  fwecp  all  the  re- 
venue laws  fiom  the  aft  of  trade 
down  to  the  prefenp  time.  They 
complain  of  all  laws  laying  duties 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  revenue, 
and  the  bill  goes  no  further  back 
than  the  year  1767  ;  but  to  render 
the  remedy  real  and  efficient,  it 
foould  be  carried  back  to  the  year 
1672.  The  Americans  likewife 
complain  of  the  Admiralty  jurif- 
diftion,  which,  though  it  has  un- 
dygone  fome  change  in  its  form, 
.45  as  old  as  the  aft  of  navigation  ; 
this  bill,  which  means  to  redrefs 
their  grievances,  and  recover  their 
confidence,  fliould  give  them  fa- 
tisfaftion  on  that,  and  every  other 
head  of  grievance  ©r  complaint,  or 
it  did  nothing. 

As  the  bill  did  not  reach  far 
enough  to  anfwer  its  purpofes  en 
the  one  hand,  fo  they  faid  it  gave 


up  rights  on  the  other,  which  had 
never  been  called  in  quelHon  till 
the  prefent  difputes  began.  For 
the  veiling  all  duties  which  ihould 
be  collefted  under  any  future  laws 
for  the  regulation  of  commerce  in 
the  difpolal  of  the  afTemblies,  as  if 
they  had  been  levied  immediately 
under  their  authority,  was  an  ac- 
knowledgment, and  eftablifhing 
it  is  a  principle,  that  parliament 
never  had  any  right  to  the  difpofal 
of  fuch  revenues,  and  amounted  in 
faft,  to  a  virtual  repeal  of  all  the 
fiatutes  from  the  aft  of  trade  down- 
wards, in  which  any  fuch  fpecific 
appropriations  had  been  made. 

^They  alio  contended,  that  as  a 
plan  of  accommodation  had  been 
already  chalked  out  in  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  it  would  be  in- 
decent and  difrefpeftful  to  ma- 
jefty,  and  withdrawing  the  confi- 
dence of  parliament  from  thofe 
minifterswhoadvifed  the  meafure, 
to  adopt  any  other  plan  of  conci- 
liation, until  that  was  either  firlt 
difpofed  of,  or  that  adminiiiration 
had  declined  the  undertaking.  A 
great  part  of  the  houfe  were  as 
ufual  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  coercion,  in  its  full  extent, 
could  anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe, 
and  faid,  that  the  greater  difpofi? 
tion  Great  Britain  Ihewed  towards 
conciliation,  the  more  obllinate, 
rebellious,  and  infolent,  America 
would  become. 

The  bill  was  ably  fupported,  and 
the  debates  long  and  interefling. 
Mod  of  the  leaders  and  able  fpeak- 
ers  in  oppofition  having  taken  4 
diilinguilhed  part  in  them.  They 
were  alfo  powerfully  oppofed,  and 
the  mod  celebrated  orators  on  both 
fjdes,  were  faid,  to  have  merited 
on  that  day,  a  more  than  common 
Ihare  of  applaufe.  The  previous 
quellion. 
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queftion,  which  had  been  early 
moved  for,  being  at  length  put, 
was  carried  upon  a  diviiion,  at 
near  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
by  a  majority  of  jull  two  to  one, 
the  numbers  being  210,  to  105 
who  fupported  the  motion.  This 
was  thehighell  proportion  in  num- 
bers which  the  oppofition  had  hi- 
therto borne  to  the  majority. 

,  In  a  few  days  afier,  the 

^°  *  minifter  brought  in  the  fa- 
mous Prohibitory  Bill,  totally  in- 
terdi<5ling  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  thirteen  united  colonies. 
All  property  of  Americans,  whe- 
ther of  ihips  or  goods,  on  the  high 
feas,  or  in  harbour,  are  declared 
forfeited  to  the  captors,  being  the 
officers  and  crews  of  his  Majelly's 
Ihips  of  war  ;  and  feverai  claufes 
of  the  bill  were  inferted  to  facili- 
tate and  to  leffen  the  rxpence  of 
the  condemnation  of  prizes,  and 
the  recovery  of  prize  money.  This 
bill,  befides  its  primary  objcd,  re- 
pealed the  Bollon  Port,  with  the 
iilhery,  and  retraining  ads,  their 
provifions  in  fome  inltances  being 
deemed  infufficient  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  warfare,  and  their  opera- 
tion in  others,  being  liable  to  in- 
terfere with  that  of  the  intended 
law.  It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to 
appoint  commifiioiers,  who  be- 
fides the  power- of  fimply  granting 
pardons  toindividuals,  were  autho- 
rized to  enquire  into  general  and 
particular  grievances,  and  empow- 
ered to  determine,  whether  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony, 
were  returned  to  that  Hate  of  obe- 
dience, which  might  entitle  them 
to  be  received  within  the  King's 
peace  and  protedion,  in  which 
cafe,  upon  a  declaration  from  the 
comrnifiioners,  the    reftridlions  in 


the  prefent  bill  were    to  ccafc   in 
their  favour. 

The  fire  of  oppofition  was  re- 
kindled by  this  bill,  and  it  was 
encountered  with  great  vigour  ia 
both  houfes.  Is  this,  faid  they, 
the  conciliatory  propofition  hf 
which  the  houfe  and  the  naiioa 
have  been  flattered  ?  Are  we  to 
find  peace  in  a  cruel,  indifcrimi- 
nare,  and  perpetual  declaration  of 
war,  a^ainil  ail  the  people  in  our 
ow  n  colonies  ?  They  laid,  that  it  was 
cutting  off  at  the  root  all  hope* 
of  future  accommodation  ;  that  it 
drove  England  and  America  to  th« 
fatal  extremity,  of  absolute  con- 
quell  on  the  one  fide,  or  abfolute 
independency  on  the  other.  That 
it  was  as  formal  an  ad  of  abdica- 
tion as  could  be  penned,  of  our 
governmentover  the  colonies.  That 
it  would  precipitate  the  Americans 
headlong  into  the  arms  of  fome  fo- 
reign power ;  that  it  would  com- 
pel them  of  neceifity,  to  convert 
their  merchant  fhips  into  priva- 
teers, whereby  our  Weft  India 
iflands  would  be  totally  ruined,  and 
our  foreign  commerce  in  general 
fuffer  greater  injury,  than  in  any 
war  in  which  we  had  ever  been  in- 
volved. That  our  prefent  wife 
and  happy  councils  were  not  fatif- 
fied  with  the  lofs  of  America  ;  but 
they  muit  throw  Africa  and  the 
Weft  Indies  after  it,  and  hasani 
the  fecufity  of  every  remaining  part 
of  the  empire,  in  whatever  quarter 
ot  the  globe  it  was  fituated. 

The  fuppofed  abfurdity,  and 
contradidory  nature  of  the  bill 
were  ridiculed.  It  begins,  faid 
they,  with  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  a  confifcation  of  the  effefls  of 
13  colonies,  and  after  3^  of  the 
moft  violent,  cruel,  and  impolitic- 
claufes. 
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claufes,    it    concludes   with    fome 
fallacious  nugatory  provifions,  ra- 
ther talking  about,  than  propofing 
the  attainment  of  peace.     Can  it 
be  ferioufly  faid  or  expected,  that 
oiFers  of  pardon  will  fatisfy  men 
who  acknowledge  no  crime,    and 
who  are  confcious,    not  of   doing 
but   of  fuffering  wrong?    Or  will 
the    profpedl    of  exemption    from 
commercial  feizures,  without   the 
redrefs  of   any  grievance,    difarm 
thofe  who  have  deliberately  refuf- 
cd  all  commerce  until  their  .grie- 
vances fhall  be  redrelled.     It  was 
alfo  contended,  that  as  the  Ame- 
ricans would  inevitably  open  their 
ports   to  foreigners  in  confequence 
of  this  bill,  fo  it  would  of  courfe 
involve  the  minifters  in   that  evil, 
Which,  notwithftanding   their  do- 
meftic  fanguinary  difpofition,  they 
of  all  others,  dreaded  the  mofl ;  it 
would  involve  them  in  a  foreign 
war,  which  they  had  fo  repeated- 
ly facrificed  the  national  honour  to 
avoid. 

It  was  faid  in  fupport  of  the 
bill,  that  the  Americans  were  al- 
ready in  a  flate  of  warfare  with  us, 
aVid  while  that  war  continued,  it 
muft  neceflarily  be  carried  on  by 
fea  and  land,  and  conduced  in 
every  manner  and  refpefl,  at  it 
would  have  [been  againft  alien  ene- 
mies. That  the  nature,  ficuation, 
and  diftance  of  that  continent,  ren- 
dered the  operations  by  Tea  indif- 
penfable,  as  thofe  by  land,  with- 
out that  auxiliary,  if  not  infufii- 
cient,  would  at  leaft  prove  dilatory, 
and  the  attainment  of  their  objeft 
diftant.  That  the  flronger,  more 
urgent,  and  immediate,  the  coer- 
cion was,  the  fewer  would  be  the 
mifchiefs,  the  lefs  the  expence,  and 
t-he  fooner  would  peace  and  order 
be  reftored.     That  an  ill-judged 


appearance  of  lenity,  by  flaying, 
or  rendering  languid,  the  hand  of 
coercion,  would  be  cruelty  in  the 
extremeft  degree,  and  prove  equal- 
ly ruinous  to  England  and  Ame- 
rica. 

That  whatever  real  or  apparent 
hardfhips    or  feveriiies  were  con- 
tained in   the  bill,  they  were  un- 
avoidable in    the   prefent  ftate   of 
things,  and  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Americans,  either  colleftively 
or  individually,    to  prevent   their 
operation.     That   the  commiffion- 
&x%  went  out  with  the  fword  in  one 
hand,  and  terms  of  conciliation  in 
the  other.   America  had  the  choice. 
Every  colony  had   it  in   its  power 
to  take   the   benefit  of  the  latter. 
It    had   only  to   acknowledge   the 
legiflative  fupremacy  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  if  unwilling  to  accede  to 
fuch  a  general  declaration,  to  con- 
tribute of  its  own   accord  towards 
the  fupport   of  government,    and 
thereby,  as  one  of  the  parts  of  the 
empire,    entitle  itfelf  to  the   pro- 
tection cf  the  whole,  and  the  work 
was   done,  no  feverity  or  hardfhip 
would  be  known  by  that  colony. 

As  to  the  lofl'es  which  our  mer- 
chants and  the  Weft  India  iflands 
might  fuftain,  thefe,  if  real,  could 
only  be  lamented  among  the  many 
other  evils  incident  to  war.  But 
thefe  evils,  they  faid,  were  pure- 
ly imaginary,  and  only  held  out  to 
dillrefs  government,  and  impede 
its  operations,  by  alarming  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  exciting 
a  domeltic  ferment.  Would  any 
one  venture  to  affert,  that  Ame- 
rica, deftitute  of  refources,  with- 
out a  (hip  of  war  in  her  pofleffion, 
and  all  her  ports  and  docks  open 
to  our  fleets,  could  encounter  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  or 
that  the  latter  waj.  not  fufficient  to 
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proted  our  iflands  and  commerce 
from  lofs  and  infult  ?  With  refpea 
to  foreign  powers,  their  difpofi- 
tions  were  faid  to  be  friendly  to- 
wards us ;  but  were  it  othervvife, 
none  of  them  who  held  pofleflions 
in  America,  could  be  fo  blind  to 
their  own  interelt  and  fccurity,  as 
to  encourage  or  fupport  the  rebel- 
lion of  colonies ;  much  lefs  to  fuf- 
fer  |he  eftabliihment  of  an  inde- 
pendent ilate  in  the  new  world. 

The  bringing  in  of  this  bill  was 
attended  with  an  unufual  circum- 
ftance.  Mr.  Fox  moved  an  amend- 
ment, to  leave  out  the  whole  ritle 
and  body  of  the  bill,  excepting 
only  the  parts  which  related  to 
the  repeal  of  the  Bofton  Port,  the 
iiftiery,  and  the  retraining  adls. 
This  motion  occafioned  very  warm 
debates,  and  ftiuch  animadverfion, 
which  continued  till  after  mid- 
night, when  the  quefdon  being 
put,  the  amendment  was  rejefled 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
192  to  64  only. 

The  bill  was  not  lefs  debated  on 
the  ill  of  December,  when  it  was 
brought  up  for  the  fecond  reading. 
In  this  ftage,  it  was  moved  to 
commit  it  for  the  5th,  upon  which 
feveral  gentlemen  requelted  the 
minifter  to  poftpone  it  for  a  few 
days,  as  the  Well  India  merchants 
and  planters  had  advertifed  for  a 
meeting  of  their  body,  upon  that 
fubjedl,  on  the  6th,  thereby  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  lay- 
ing any  evidence  or  information 
they  fhould  think  neceflary  before 
the  houfe.  This,  though  afked  as 
a  favour,  was  alfo  reprefented  as 
a  matter  of  fairnefs  and  juftice, 
where  property  was  in  any  degree 
concerned,  much  more  when  Co 
immenfe  a  fliare  of  it  was  at  flake 
as  in  the  prefcnt   inftance.     The 


requeil,  however,  not  being  com- 
plied with,  it  was  moved  to  amend 
the  former  motion,  by  putting  off 
the  commitment  of  the  bill  to  the 
1 2th.  This  amendment  was  loft 
upon  a  divifion,  of  207  to  55  ; 
and  the  main  queilion  being  put, 
after  fome  further  debate,  was  car- 
ried. 

On  the  5th,  it  again  caufed 
much  debate.  Several  gentlemen, 
who  wifhed  to  vote  for  the  conci- 
liatory part,  but  not  for  any 
other,  complained  that  in  its  pre- 
fent  form,  it  was  an  heterogeneous 
irreconcilable  mixture  of  war  and 
onciliation  ;  that  this  mixture  of 
hollility  and  conciliation  in  the 
fame  bill,  muft  be  intended,  either 
to  confound  the  attention  by  the 
variety  of  the  objeds,  and  divert 
it  from  obTerving  the  incongruity 
of  the  various  parts,  or  to  preclude 
debate,  by  carrying  on  the  fubjeft- 
matter  of  two  bills  in  one.  Lord 
Folkefrone  therefore  moved,  that 
the  bill  might  be  divided  into  two 
fc'parate  ones, that  each  might  be  fe» 
parately  confidered  and  debated. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  fup- 
ported  by  arguing,  that  nothing 
was  fo  natural  as  what  had  been 
called  fo  contradictory ;  war  or 
peace  in  the  fame  proportion. 
That  they  were  the  proper  alter- 
native in  all  fuch  contells;  war  or 
refinance;  peace  or  fubmiilion. 
What  uould  the  oppofition  have 
faid  if  no  powers  of  peace  had  bee|| 
left  ?  Though  the  motion  was  re'« 
jefled  by  a  majority  of  76  to  34, 
the  debates  were  continued  in  the 
committee,  and  carried  on  to  the 
enfuing  day,  with  great  warmth 
and  feverity  ofobfervation.  Ano- 
iher  motion  was  made,  that  the 
chairman  ihould  leave  the  chair, 
in  order  to  give  time  10  the  Weft- 
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India  merchants  to  prepare  and 
prefent  their  petition,  which  was 
overruled  by  a  majority  of  126  to 
34.  Other  motions  were  made, 
and  received  a  negative  without  a 
divifion.  Some  amendments  were 
however  propofed  and  adopted. 
The  claufe  for  vefting  the  proper- 
ty of  the  feizures  in  the  captors, 
was  ftrongly  combated.  It  was  faid 
that  it  would  be  a  difgrace  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy,  which  would 
be  degraded  by  it  into  the  rank  of 
pirates  ;  that  it  would  taint  the 
principles  and  corrupt  the  hearts 
of  our  brave  feamen,  who  would 
thereby  acquire  habits  of  cruelty, 
of  piracy,  arid  of  robbery,  with 
refpedl  to  their  fellow-fubjeds, 
which  could  never  be  worn  oiF; 
that  it  would  extinguifti  in  their 
breads,  all  patriotfm,  all  national 
pride  and  glory,  and  all  generous 
ardour  againft  our  natural  ene- 
mies, and  fubftitute  in  their  place 
a  bafe  indifcriminate  fpirit  of 
rapine,  which  would  equally  affedl 
friends  and  foes. 

The  extraordinary  difcretionary 
powers  granted  to  the  commiffion- 
ers  were  much  condemned,  and 
faid  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
Ihould  not  be  intrufted  to  any  fet 
of  men  in  a  free  government ;  that 
they  were  vefted  in  the  fovereign 
upon  certain  occafions,  but  his  mi- 
nifters  were  confidered  as  refpon- 
iible  for  the  due  exercife  of  them  ; 
fo  that  this  bill  granted  a  defpotic 
and  uncontroulable  power  to  the 
commiffioners,  which  the  crown 
itfelf  did  not  poffefs.  One  gentle- 
tann  obferved,  that  as  this  bill 
anfwered  all  the  purpofes,  which 
the  moft  fanguine  and  violent  of 
the  Americans  could  wifli,  in  or- 
der to  oblige  their  people  to  coa- 
lefce  as  one  man  in   fliaking  oiF 


our  government,  its  title  fliould 
be  aliered  and  fitted  to  its  purpcfe, 
and  then  it  would  be  entitled, 
**  A  bill  for  carrying  more  effec- 
tually into  execution  the  refolves 
of  the  Congrefs.'' 

Upon  receiving  the  report  from 
the  committee  on  the  8th,  the  pe- 
tition from  the  Weft  India  mer- 
chants was  read,  and  counfel  heard 
in  its  fupport,  after  which  it  was 
moved,  to  poftpone  the  further 
confideration  of  the  report  until 
the  23d  of  the  following  January. 
This  was  fupported  upon  the  thin- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  moft  of  the 
country  gentlemen  having  quitted 
town.  It  was  faid,  tooff'end  againft 
every  rule  of  decency,  to  be  equal- 
ly difgraceful  to  parliament,  and 
injurious  to  the  nation,  to  hurry  on 
national  bulinefs  of  the  greateft 
magnitude  and  importance,  at  fuch 
a  feafon,  and  in  fo  fhameful  and 
unprecedented  a  manner. 

To  thefe  and  numberlefs  other 
ftriftures  it  was  replied,  that  early 
notice  had  been  given  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  bill  ;  that  a  fort- 
night had  elapfed  between  the 
motion  for  bringing  it  in  and  the 
fecond  reading,  which  was  the 
time  for  debating  the  princfple  of 
a  bill ;  that  as  it  purfued  the  ideas 
thrown  out  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  moft  exaft  confor- 
mity, it  could  confequently  contain 
nothing  novel  ;  and  that  no  mat- 
ter or  circumftance  could  poflibly 
arife  during  the  recefs  of  parlia- 
ment, which  could  alter  their  fen- 
timents  with  refped-i  to  America, 
except  its  fubmiffion,  in  which 
event  the  bill  would  ceafe  to  ope- 
rate. The  whole  of  the  American 
bufinefs  was  this  day  as  fully  de- 
bated, and  as  eagerly  difcuffed,  as 
if  this  had  been  lh«  firft  time  of 
'  its 
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Its  coming  before  them.  The 
queftion  being  at  length  put,  the 
motion  for  poftponing  the  report 
was  rejeded. 

A  motion  being  then  made  by 
Mr.  Burke,  that  Mr.  Delancey,  a 
gentleman  of  gteat  confi deration 
at  New-York,  and  now  obliged  to 
come  to  England  on  account  of 
his  diflent  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Congrefs,  (hould  attend  the 
houfe,  it  was  rf'jeifled.  Upon 
which,  with  a  defign  to  expofe  the 
negleft  of  all  evidence,  and  refu- 
fal  of  information,  which  now  pre- 
vailed, the  following  motion  was 
made,  **  That  it  is  neccfiary  and 
proper  to  come  to  a  refolution,  that 
evidence  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
America,  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple there,  and  the  probable  ope- 
rations of  an  aft  now  depending, 
is  unneceffary  to  this  houfe;  this 
houfe  being  already  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  thole  matters.*' 

On  the  iith,  previous  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  Prohibitory 
Bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  go- 
vernor Johnfton,  that  no  evidence 
had  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
the  delinquency  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  which  was  notwiiliftand- 
ing  included  in  the  fame  common 
punilhment  with  the  other  colonies. 
This  moti'-n  alio  tended  to  (hew 
the  abfurdity  of  proceeding  with- 
out information,  and  the  injuf- 
tice  of  condemning  without  proof. 
Though  this  motion  pafTed  in  the 
negative,  itoccafioned  a  warm  de- 
bate, in  which  the  miniilers  were 
hard  put  to  fupport  the  charge  of 
delinquency. 

As  the  minority  now  declared 
that  they  faw,  that  all  attempts  to 
withftand  the  force  which  was  car- 
rying the  bill  through  were  utter- 
ly futile,  and  that  the  country  geo- 
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tiemen  had  (as  they  faid)  (hame- 
fully  deferted  their  duty,  and 
abandoned  the  public  bufinefs,  molt 
of  them  grew  vveary  of  fo  fruitlefs 
a  conteft,  and  the  houfe  was  thin- 
ly attended  on  that  fide,  at  the 
time  of  pafiing  the  bill.  An  at- 
tempt was  however  made  to  ieflea 
the  rigour  of  forfeitures,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  trade  between  our 
Weft  India  iflands  and  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  the  (hips  in 
which  were  liable  to  confifcafion, 
before  they  could  poflibly  know 
that  they  had  incurred  any  penal- 
ty, or  that  any  fuch  law  was  in  ex- 
igence. Another  was  alfo  made, 
to  defer  the  laft  reading  till  after 
the  holidays  ;  but  they  both  prov- 
ed equally  fruitlefs,  and  the  bill 
was  pa/Ted  upon  a  divifjon,  by  a 
majority  of  1 12  to  16  only. 

We  mull  now  recur  to  feveral 
tranfaflions  which  paffed  during 
the  prcgrefs  of  this  bill.  We  have 
already  feen  that  feveral  fruitlefs 
attempts  had  been  made  by  oppo- 
lition,  to  obtain  information  as,  to 
the  ftnte  of  the  forces  in  North 
America,  as  well  as  t»f  the  expen- 
ces  hitherto  incurred  on  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  that  fervice,  fo  far  as 
they  could  be  made  out.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  conltant  difappoint- 
ment  that^  attended  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
iheie  enquiries,  JVir. 
Fox  moved,  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 
iin  account  of  the  expcnces  of  the 
ftaff,  hofpitals,extraDrdinnries,and 
all  m'il'itary  contingencies  whatfo- 
evcr,  of  the  army  in  America, 
from  Auguft  1773,  to  Auguft  1775, 
inclufive.  He  faid  that  he  had 
drawn  up  the  motron  in  thofe 
words,  in  order  that  it  might  com- 
prehend and  lay  open  an  aftonifli* 
ing  fcene  of  minifterial  delufion  to 
the  houfe.     That  it  would  bring 
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the  ftafF,  which  had  been  artfully 
held  back,  into  the  full  glare  of 
day;  it  would  ihew  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  ordnance  in  the  year 
1775,  had  exceeded  that  in  any 
of  the  D  uke  of  Marlborough's  glo- 
lious  campaigns;  and  it  would 
give  fufficient  ground  for  predic- 
tion, that  it  would  in  the  prefent 
year  be  confjderably  greater,  than 
in  any  of  the  moft  vitlorious  ones 
of  the  laft  war,  when  we  were  en- 
gaged in  a  conteft,  cither  direftly 
or  indiredly,  with  almoft  all  the 
great  powers  in  Europe,  and  re- 
tained a  military  force  of  338,000 
men  in  aclual  pay  ;  it  would  fhew 
how  they  were  impofed  upon  in  all 
cither  eftimates  as  well  as  in  that 
of  the  ordnance,  in  which  the  mi- 
nifter  had  the  temerity  to  incur  a 
debt  of  240,0001.  though  every 
branch  of  the  military  fervice  had 
been  amply  provided  for  by  his  own 
acknowledgment,  and  according  to 
his  own  arrangement. 

The  minillers  paid  little  atten- 
tion to  the  reafons  urged  in  fup- 
port  of  this  enquiry.  They  faid, 
that  fome  of  the  accounts  were  on 
the  table,  and  they  would  all  be 
regularly  laid  there,  in  their  pro- 
per feafon  ;  that  they  appertain- 
ed to  difterent  heads  of  fervice  or 
provifion,  and  came  properly  un- 
der examination,  when  thofe  fe- 
veral  heads  were  to  be  confidered  ; 
that  it  was  unufual,  irregular,  and 
trouDiefome,  to  demand  fuch  ac- 
counts, when  there  was  no  queftion 
or  bufmefs  before  the  houfe  to  au- 
thorize fuch  demands;  and  that 
however  adminiftration  might  be 
difpofed  to  comply  with  fuchare- 
quifition,  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  do  it,  as  feveral  of  the  accounts 
were  not  yet  received. 

This  refufal,  and  the  indiffer- 
ence  with  which  it  was  accom- 


panied, brought  on  fome  feverc 
ftridures.  It  was  infilled,  that  the 
motion  was  rtridly  parliamentary  ; 
that  it  could  convey  no  fecret  to 
the  enemy  ;  that  no  inftance  could 
be  produced  of  the  refufal  of  fuch 
information,  except  in  cafes  where 
the  want  of  the  necefTary  materials 
rendered  the  compliance  impofli- 
ble ;  that  this  was  obviated  by 
the  mover,  who  required  no  ac- 
counts nor  information  but  what 
were  in  their  cuftody  or  power. 
That  their  fitting  any  longer  there 
was  a  mere  farce,  and  could  an- 
fwer  no  purpofe  of  their  inftitu- 
tion,  if  accounts  of  that  nature 
could  be  refufed.  The  queftion 
paffed  in  the  negative  without  a 
divifion. 

On  the  fame  day  the  militia  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  when  a 
rider  was  propofed  by  Sir  George 
^aville,  and  received,  by  which 
its  duration  was  limited  to  feven 
years.     The  bill  was  then  pafied. 

The  third  reading  of  the  , 
Indemnity  Bill,  brought  ^4^^' 
on  a  very  warm  ynd  animated 
debate.  A  motion  was  made  for 
leaving  out  of  the  preamble  thefe 
words,  "  doubts  having  been  en- 
tertained of  the  legality  of  the  mea- 
fure;*'  and  to '^ infer t  in  their 
place  the  following  amendment, 
"  that  the  meafure  of  fending 
the  Hanoverian  troops  to  the  gar- 
rifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca 
was  not  warranted  by  law,  and 
was  againft  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
flitution,"  It  was  contended  in 
fupport  of  the  motion,  that  the 
bill  in  its  prefent  Hate  carried  an 
abfurdity  glaring  on  its  very  face  ; 
its  body  contained  an  indemnity 
for  an  offence,  while  the  preamble 
declared  that  none  had  been  com- 
mitted ;  that  it  was  an  infult  upon 
the  houfe  to  propofe  the  remittal 
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of  a  punifhment,  and  to  make  it 
acknowledge  at  the  fame  time  that 
none  had  been  incutred;  the 
mockery,  they  faid,  was  too  grofs 
to  be  endured.  That  however 
dangerous  the  meafure  of  intro- 
ducing foreign  troops  was,  the 
precedent  to  be  eilablifhed  by  the 
bill  was  infinitely  more  fo,  as  it 
was  obtaining  the  fandion  of  par- 
liament for  that  violation  of  the 
laws,  and  dangerous  infradion  of 
the  conftitution.  That  the  mini- 
fter  came  before  the  houfe  in  a 
fituation,  no  other  had  ever  ven- 
tured; he  firll  violated  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  then  had  the  ef- 
frontery to  come  to  parliament,  not 
to  claim  its  indulgence,  but  to 
make  it  teftify,  that  what  he  had 
done  was  perfedly  right  and  unex- 
ceptionable. 

It  can  fcarcely  pafs  obfervation, 
that  the  minifler  found  himfelf 
frequently  obliged  to  vary  his 
ground  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufi- 
nefs.  In  its  beginning,  to  pre- 
vent the  defection  of  the  court 
part  of  the  country  gentlemen,  af- 
ter an  appearance  of  firm  nefs  which 
bordered  upon  obftinacy,  he  fud- 
denly  feemed  to  conform  to  theif 
ideas,  in  agreeing  to  the  bringing 
in  of  the  Indemnity  Bill.  When 
the  great  point  of  the  addrefs  was 
gained,  he  feemed  totally  to  for- 
get the  matter,  and  did  not  wifh 
to  be  reminded  of  it.  Their  im- 
portunity at  length  growing  trou- 
blefome,  and  many  great  points 
ftill  remaining  to  be  obtained,  he 
feemed  to  coincide  in  their  opi- 
nion, and  accordingly  brought  in 
the  bill ;  but  took  care  to  conftrudl 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  it 
(hould  anfwer  purpofes  extremely 
differing  from  thofe  which  they 
intended.  Since  that  time,  he  had 


continually  varied  his  tone/ from 
firmnefs  to  conceffion,  and  from 
conceffion  to  firmnefs,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  objefts  he  had  in  view, 
and  to  the  apparent  complcxioa 
and  prefent  temper  of  the  houfe,. 
Having  now  nearly  carried  all  the 
great  points  of  the  felTion  through, 
and  moft  of  the  country  gentlemea 
being  abfent,  he  returned  to  his 
original  dodrine,  from  which  he 
would  not  recede  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,  and  declared,  that  as  far 
as  his  vote  went,  he  would  not 
fuffcr  the  alteration  of  a  tittle  ia 
the  bill ; — he  wanted  no  indemni- 
ty, and  let  thofe  who  were  in  love 
with  the  meafure,  take  the  bill  as 
it  was,  or  not  at  all.  However 
innocent  the  motives  were,  it  cer- 
tainly afforded  matter  of  uneafinefs 
to  the  friends  of  government,  and 
to  thofe  who  were  the  moft  remote 
from  party  views  and  prejudices, 
to  fee  the  court  fo  eager,  at  this 
critical  time,  to  eftablifli  a  pre- 
cedent for  the  introdaftion  of  fo- 
reign troops  without  the  confent 
of  parliament,  and  fo  anxious  to 
prevent  any  thing  like  a  cenfure 
which  might  in  future  be  a  clog  to 
fuch  a  meafure. 

The  amendment  was  rejefted 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
130  to  58  ;  and  the  bill  according- 
ly paffed  in  its  original  itate. 

In  purfuance  of  the  in-  , 

ftruftions  from  the  city  of  ^^^  * 
London  to  its  reprefentatives, 
Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  made  a  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  to  impart  to  the  houfe  the 
original  authors  and  advifcrs  of 
feveral  of  the  late  meafures  (which 
were  paffed  into  laws,  and  were- 
now  fpecified)  relative  to  Ame- 
rica, before  thofe  meafurei  were 
propofed    in    parliament.      This 
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mitting  a  general  fuperintendency 
in  parliament. 

The  ohje(^  of   his  propofitions 
were,  firft,  an  addrefs  to  his   ma- 
jelly  for  a  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities; 
a  bill    to  enable    the    province  of 
Maflachufets  bay  to  ele£l  an  afiem. 
bly  and  council,  according  to  their 
late  charter;   a  teft  bill,  eftablilh- 
ing  a  right  of  trial  by  jury,  in  all 
criminal    cafes,    to    all    llaves    in 
North  America,  for  annulling  all 
laws    in  any    province    repugnant 
thereto,     and     to     be     regiilered 
by  the  refpedive  affemblies  of  all 
the  colonies.     Upon  a  compliance 
with   this   teft   of  obedience,    the 
operation    of   the    two    following 
bills  was  to  commence,  viz.  a  bill 
for    a    permanent    reconciliation, 
by  repealing  all  the  laws  fince  the 
year    1763,    and    thereby    placing 
the  colonies  in   the  exacl  fituation 
in  which  they   ftood  at  that  time; 
and  a  general  indemnity  bill.     The 
whole  was  concluded  with  a  mo- 
tion for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
that  when  quiet  was   reftored,    it 
might  be  proper  to  fend  letters  of 
requifition,  as  ufual,  to  the  feveral 
colonies,  for  fuch  fupplies  as  were 
necefTary  for  government  and  de- 
fence.    This  propofition  feems  to 
have  been  carried  on  nearly  as  lit- 
tle in  concert   with  the  generality 
of  the  oppofition  as  the  form.er. 

The  minifters  treated  thofe  con- 
ciliatory propofitions  with  fome 
degree  of  inattention  and  indiffer- 
ence.  They  faid,  in  general,  that 
the  main  fubjed  of  thefe  motions 
had  been  already  frequently  and 
fully  difcuffed  ;  that  until  the  plan 
propofed  from  the  throne  was  tried, 
and  its  effeds  known,  it  was  nu- 
gatory, and  wafting  the  time  of 
the  houfe,  to  break  in  upon  them 
with    frelh     propofajs;     that    the 
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bufinefs  was  undertaken  without 
the  approbation  of,  or  any  concert 
with,  oppofition  in  general,  who 
difliked  it  upon  many  accounts, 
particularly,  as  being  inefFeftive 
in  its  nature,  very  unparliamen- 
tary in  its  form  and  fpirit,  as  not 
being  founded  upon  any  fad,  and 
as  offering  a  juftification  to  mini- 
fters, by  taking  away  their  re- 
fponfibility,  and  fuppofing  iheir 
obnoxious  meafures  to  be  the  ads 
of  other,  or  of  unknown,  perfons. 
The  minifter  turned  it  into  ridi- 
cule, with  much  wit  and  fpirit; 
and  the  oppofition,  in  order  to 
g<»t  rid  of  it  without  a  fiat  nega- 
tive, called  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  failing  in  that,  they 
moved  the  previous  queftion  ;  but 
the  minifters  being  determined  that 
the  motion  ihould  not  pafs  with- 
out reprobation,  prevented  that 
efcape  by  a  majority  of  156  to  16; 
and  the  main  queftion  being  then 
put,  the  motion  was  rejeded  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  163 
to  10  only. 

Thedifcouragementarifingfrom 
the  difappointment  which  he  ex- 
perienced in  the  preceding  {ef- 
iion,  was  not  fufficient  to  deter 
y.  .     Mr,  Hartley  from  a  fi- 

^^*  7^  •  milar  attempt  in  the 
prefent,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
His  plan  of  accommodation,  which 
in  its  ground  and  principle  was 
much  the  fame  with  his  former, 
was  principally  formed  on  the  ge- 
neral language  of  adminiftration 
and  that  of  the  Congrefs,  which, 
lie  was  of  opinion,  did  not  fo  much 
difagree  as  was  commonly  ima- 
gined; the  former  growing  every 
day  more  apparently  indifferent 
about  taxation,  and  the  latter  ad- 
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fcnfe  oF  a  great  majority  of  the 
houfe  had  been  frequently  de- 
clared againft  the  principles  of 
thefe  refolutions ;  that  they  held 
out  no  fecurity,  and  were  accom* 
panied  with  no  folemn  fandion, 
that  if  they  were  acceded  to  on 
our  part,  they  would  be  accepted 
by  the  Americans  ;  that  the  claim 
of  taxation  virtually  included  the 
claim  of  fovereignty,  it  being  im- 
polfible  to  relinquifh  the  one  with- 
out furrendering  the  other;  and 
that  the  idea  of  obtaining  a  pro- 
duiflive  revenue  from  America  had 
never  been  abandoned. 

The  debate  was  of  coqrfe  (hort, 
and  the  quellion  being  put  upon 
the  firft  refolution,  it  was  rejefled 
upon  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of 
123  to  11  ;  the  other  refolutions 
received  a  negative  without  a  divi- 
fion. 

The  Indemnity  Bill,  after  all 
the  trouble  it  had  given  to  the  mi- 
mifterand  to  the  country  gentlemen 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  It  was 
oppofed  in  that  houfe  by  the  Mar-t 
quis  of  Rockingham,  who  con,- 
demned  it  in  very  ftrong  terras, 
upon  the  diredl  variance  between 
the  preamble  and  the  enabling 
claufes  ;  be  faid,  that  the  holding 
out  of  an  indemnity,  while  it  af- 
ferted  that  the  perfons  indemnified 
were  guilty  of  no  offence,  would 
render  it  a  difgrace  to  our  laws  and 
legiflation  ;  and  that  it  befides, 
under  that  colour  of  indemnity, 
gave  a  fandion  to  a  glaring  viola- 
tion both  of  the  law  and  conftitu- 
tion,  in  placing  foreign  troops  in 
our  garrifons.  As  the  Lords  in 
idminiltration  agreed  with  the  no- 
ble Marquis  upon  the  point  of  im- 
propriety or  abfurdity  in  its  Ilruc- 
iure,   and  did   not    think  an  in- 
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dcmnity  at  all  neceffary,  they  rea- 
dily coincided  in  rejecting  the  bill, 
fo  that  it  was  thrown  out  without 
either  defence  or  divilion. 

The  Prohibitory  Bill   met  with 
great  oppofition  in   the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  almoft  every  part  of  it  un- 
dergoing a  fpecific  difcuf- 
fion.  Upon  the  motion  for 
its   commitment  after  the    fecond 
reading,    the    debates    were  h  ng, 
able,    .and    animated  ;    and    fome 
very  warm  and    pointed    perfonal 
altercation  and  animadvcrfion  took 
place.      The  Lords  in  oppofition 
combated    the    bill     upon    every 
ground  of  policy,  juftice,  and  ex- 
pediency.  On  the  former  they  ob- 
ferved,    that    by    confidering    the 
Americans  as  a  foreign  nation,  and 
declaring    war  on    them    in     that 
charafter,   this  bill  drew  the  line 
of  feparation,  chalked  out  the  way, 
and  prepared  their  minds,  for  that 
independency    whicl>     they    were 
charged  with  affedling  ;  that    the 
Englifh,  on  both  fides  of  the  ocean, 
were  now  to  be  taught,  by  ad  of 
parliament,  to  confider  themfelves 
as  feparate  and  diftind  nations ;  as 
nations  fufceptible  of  general  horti- 
lity,  and  proper  parties    for  mu- 
tual declarations  of  war,  and  trea- 
ties of  peace.     That  by  the  pro- 
mifcuous  and  indifcriminate  rapine 
of  the  property  of  friends  and  foes^, 
authorized     by  the    bill,  it    muft 
compleat  what  yet  remained  to  be 
compleated,  of    union   in    North 
America  againll   the   authority  of 
parliament ;   and    that  the  friends 
of    government    in  that  country, 
whofe  numbers    and   power   have 
been   fo   much   boarted  of  by  ad- 
miniftration,  will  now  plainly  f<?e, 
that  parliament  is  much  more  in- 
clined to  diftrefs,  than  able  or  wil- 
ling to  proted. 
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Its  impolicy  and  injuflice  with 
lefpecl  to  the  Weft  Indies,  was  re- 
prefented  to  be  itill  more  glaring. 
Here  it  infliils  a  much  more  cer- 
tain and  fevere  punilhment  upon  a 
people  not  even  fufpefted  of  crime 
or  offence,  th?<n  ic  is  capable  of 
extending  to  the  moft  refrat^ory  of 
the  Americans.  An  aft  of  the 
BritiQi  parliament  is  called  in  as 
a  fupplementary  aid,  and  an  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  authority  of  the 
Congrefs,  in  that  meafure,  which, 
of  all  others  adopted  by  that  body, 
was  the  moft  reprehenfible  and  un- 
jujftifiable  on  their  fide,  and  the 
moft  pernicious  to  us,  the  cutting 
off  their  ufual  fupplies  of  provifi- 
ons  and  necefTaries  from  thofe  un- 
happy iflands.  The  meafure  of 
confifcating  thofe  vefTels,  which, 
■to  avoid  all  breach  of  the  laws,  and 
all  illicit  commerce,  were  laid  up 
by  the  owners  in  their  own  docks 
and  harbours,  their  waitirg  to  be 
brought  into  ufe  upon  a  return  of 
peace  and  better  times,  was  equal- 
ly reprobated. 

But  of  all  the  parts  of  this  law, 
none  was  treated  with  fo  much  fe- 
verity  in  that  hdufe,  or  excited 
fuch  apparent  indignation,  as  that 
claufe,  by  which  all  thofe  who  were 
taken  on  board  the  American  vef- 
fels,  were  indifcriminately  com- 
pelled, without  diftinftion  of  per- 
fons,  to  {srve  as  common  failors  in 
Our  fliips  of  war.  This  claufe  was 
naarked  with  every  poffible  ftigma, 
^nd  was  defcribed  by  the  Lords  in 
their  proteft,  as  *♦  a  refinement  in 
tyranny,"  v/hich,  **  in  a  fentence 
worfe  than  4eath,  obliges  the  un- 
happy men  who  fhall  be  jnade  cap- 
tives in  this  predatory  war,  to  bear 
arms  againft  their  families,  kin- 
fjred,  friends,  and  country;  and 
^f^er  being  plun^w^d  themfe|ves^ 


to  become  accomplices  in  plunder* 
ing  their  brethren."  The  injuftice 
and  cruelty  of  this  claufe,  they 
faid,  was  ftill  heightened,  by  ren- 
dering the  unhappy  perlbns  who 
were  thus  compelled,  fubjeft  to  the 
articles  of  war,  and  liable  to  be 
fhot  for  defertion.  They  patheti- 
cally reprefented  the  miferies  to 
which  perfons  in  this  melancholy 
fituation,  particularly  thole  of  the 
better  fort,  would  be  fubjeft, 
from  the  infolence  and  outrage  of 
thofe  with  whom  they  were  obliged 
to  (trve,  who  being  themfelves 
deftitute  of  liberal  principles  and 
education,  would  ftill  continue  to 
confider  and  treat  them  as  rebels  ; 
nor  did  they  confider  it  as  the 
fmalleft  part  of  the  calamity,  that 
they  would  be  frequently  obliged 
to  be  lookers  on,  when  the  fpoils 
of  their  honeft  induftry,  and  the 
natural  fupport  of  their  fober  fa- 
milies, was  fquandered  in  riot  and 
debauchery,  by  thofe  profligate 
comrades,  with  whom  they  were 
at  the  fame  time  obliged  to  live, 
and  to  ferve.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
fituation  was  faid  to  be  the  laft 
degree  of  wretchednefs  and  indig- 
nity, to  which  human  nature  could 
be  fubjeded  ;  and  that  a  cruelty, 
unknown  to  the  moft  favage  na- 
tions, was  thus  to  be  pradifed  by 
Engliftimen  on  Englifhmen.  T'hey 
infilled,  that  no  man  could  be  de- 
fpoiled  of  his  goods  as  a  foreign 
enerny,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obliged  to  ferve  the  ftate  as  a  citi- 
zen, upon  any  principle  of  law  or 
right,  know  among  civilized  na- 
tions. That  fuch  a  compulfion 
upon  prifoners  as  the  prefent,  is 
unknown  in  any  cafe  of  war  or  re- 
bellion ;  and  the  only  examples  of 
the  fort  that  can  be  produced,  mufl: 
he  foqnd  among  jpirates  ;-r-the  out- 
law? 
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laws   and  enemies  of  human  fo- 

ciety. 

To  thefeand  many  other  charges 
againft  the  nature  and  principles 
of  the  bill,  the  cruelty,  the  daring 
rebellion,  and  the  ultimate  trea- 
fonable  views  of  the  Americans, 
were  brought  in  j  unification. 
They  were  not  even  content  with 
rebellion  iimply,  they  had  com- 
menced an  oiFcnfive  war  againft 
us,  and  invaded  our  dominions 
with  numerous  armies.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  was,  to  make  a 
naval  war  upon  America  ;  and  as 
in  fuch  cafes  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  make  diftinftions  in  favour  of 
the  innocent,  the  bill  was  framed 
according  to  the  general  ideas  of 
carrying  on  war  againft  a  foreign 
enemy,  where  it  is  always  taken 
for  granted,  chat  every  individual 
is  concerned  in  and  abetting  every 
aft  of  public  hoftility.  That  no- 
thing could  be  more  right  or  expe- 
dient, than  the  encouragement 
given  to  that  moft  ufeful  and  de- 
ferving  body  of  our  people,  the  fea- 
men,  by  vefting  in  them  theefFeds 
which  they  Ihould  take  from  the 
enemy  ;  that  it  would  induce  them 
to  adl  with  double  vigour,  and  be 
at  the  fame  time  a  means  of  man- 
ning the  navy  ;  and  that  it  had 
been  pradifed  in  the  two  laft  wars, 
when  its  good  efFefts  were  too  well 
and  too  generally  known  to  re- 
quire any  illultration.  That  this 
bill  was  indifpenfably  neceflary, 
as  no  exifting  law  had  forefeen,  or 
provided  for,  the  cafe  of  carrying 
on  a  fea  war  againft  rebels. 

As  to  the  cruelty  and  injuftice  fo 
much  complained  of,  in  compel- 
ling the  crews  of  the  American 
veflels  to  ferve  in  the  navy,  thefe 
charges  were  fo  far  from  being  ac- 
knowledged, that  ihismeafure  was 


faid  to  be  an  ad  of  grace  and  fa- 
vour to  them;  inftead  of  confining 
them  in  a  clofe  prifon  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  which 
muft  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  con- 
fidercd  as  alien  enemies,  or  pu- 
niftiing  them  as  traitors,  if  conli- 
dered  as  rebels,  they  were  imme- 
diately rated  upon  the  King's 
book,  and  put  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  a  g.eat  body  of  his 
moft  ufeful  and  faithful  fubjefts  ; 
fufferingno  inconvenience  but  that 
which  thry  were  always  liable  to, 
of  being  preffed  into  his  Majefty's 
fervice  :  as  to  the  fuppofed  viola- 
tion of  their  principles,  which  was 
fo  much  lamented,  their  pay  and 
emoluments  were  faid  to  be  a  full 
compenfation  for  all  fcruples  and 
delicacies  of  that  nature. 

The  fuppofed  mifchiefs  arifing 
to  our  Weft-India  iflands  were 
faid  to  be  greatly  a</gravated  ;  but 
at  any  rate,  as  well  as  the  lofTes 
which  the  well-difpofed  in  North 
America  might  fuftain,  were  to 
be  confidered  as  a  part  of  thofe 
unavoidable  evils  which  are  inci- 
dent to  war.  A  great  law  Lord 
declared,  in  the  further  progrefs  of 
the  bill,  that  we  were  not  now  to 
confider  the  queftions  of  original 
rightbr  wrong,  juftice  or  injuftice  ; 
we  were  engaged  in  a  war,  and 
we  muft  ufe  our  utmoft  efforts  tp 
obtain  the  endspropofed  by  it;  we 
muft  fight  or  be  purfued;  and  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe  muft  give  way 
to  our  prefent  fituation.  To  this 
he  applied  the  laconic  fpeech  of  a 
brave  Scotch  ofHcer  in  the  fervice 
of  Guftavus  Adolphus,who,  point- 
ing to  the  enemy,  faid  to  his  men, 
**  See  you  thofe,  lads ;  kill  them, 
or  they  will  kill  you.'* 

After  long  debates,  which  were 
ably  fupported  till  near  eleven  at 

[*B]  4  Dight. 
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night,  the  queilion  for  commit- 
ment being  put,  was  carried  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  78,  in- 
cluding 30  pro.xies,  to  19,  includ- 
ing fcven  proxies. 

In  this  flate  of  the  bill,  a  pro- 
teft  of  uncommon  length,  and  iHll 
greater  energy,  was  entered  againft 
it,  in  which  feveral  of  its  parts  un- 
derwent the  fevereft  fcrutiny,  and 
the  feafon  of  carrying  a  bill 
through,  fo  unprecedented  in  its 
nature,  and  important  in  its  confe- 
quences,  at  a  time  when,  they 
fay,  mofl:  of  the  independent  mem- 
bers of  both  houfes  were  called 
away  by  their  domeftic  affairs,  and 
when  few  but  thofe  in  the  imme- 
diate pay  of  the  court,  and  attend- 
ing on  their  employments,  re- 
mained in  town,  was  particularly 
condemned. 

In  three  days  after,  upon  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  the 
Duke  of  Mancheller  moved  for  de- 
ferring  the  commitment  till  after 
the  holidays.  Ke  founded  his  mo- 
tion, befides  the  importance  and 
novelty  of  the  bill,  upon  the  re- 
ports which  were  then  arrived  of 
our  lofles  in  Canada.   The  motion 


not  now  be  received.  Someclaufej 
in  favour  of  the  Brilifh  traders,  and 
of  the  Weil  India  iflands,  were, 
however,  propofed  by  the  Lords 
in  adminidration,  and  received  by 
the  comm.ittee,  which,  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  would  in  fome  degree  re- 
medy the  grievances  Hated  in  the 
petition. 

On  the  third  reading  of  , 
the  bill,  an  amendment, 
in  favour  of  the  merchants,  to  one 
of  the  claufes,  was  propofed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Pvockingham,  intend- 
ing to  prolong  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  bill,  from 
the  I  ft  of  January  to  the  ift  of 
March,  and  thereby  to  preferve 
from  con  fifcation  the  property  of 
thofe  merchants,  who,  under  the 
faith  of  parliament  in  the  two  re- 
fhidive  laws,  had  loaded  vefTels 
with  lumber  in  North  America  for 
the  Weft- India  iflands.  This  was 
oppofed  on  two  grounds  ;  firft,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  eftablifhed  prac- 
tice, to  oppofe  any  particular  claufe 
in  a  bill  at  the  third  reading,  the 
objedlion  muft  go  to  the  whole, 
and  not  to  any  particular  part  ; 
and    fecondly,    that  the  delay   re- 


was  fupported   by  the  Marquis  of    quired    in    the  operation,    would 
Rockingham,    upon    the    farther     overthrow  the  principle  of  the  bill. 


ground,  of  the  alarm  which  the 
billshad  excited  among  the  trading 
and  commercial  part  of  the  nation. 
The  motion  pafled  in  the  negative 
without  a  divifion. 

The  noble  Duke  then  offered  to 
prefent  a  petition  from  the  mer- 
chants of  liriftol,  ftating  the  ruin- 
ous confequences  of  the  bill,  to 
themfelves  in  particular,  as  well 
as  to  the  mercantile  intereft  in  ge- 
BCral.  But  as  the  order  of  the  day 
had  been  already  moved  ior,  it 
was  faid,  that  the  petition  could 


and  render  it  totally  inefficacious. 
The  motion  was  loft  without  a  di- 
vifion, and  the  bill  palfed  of 
courfe. 

The  bill  being  returned  on  the 
next  day  to  the  Commons,  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  after 
an  ineffedual  attempt  to  defer  the 
conf:deraiion  of  them  for  (i:^. 
months.  Thus  was  a  recefs  at 
length  obtained,  after  pi:fhing  for- 
ward a  multiplicity  of  matter  and 
bufinefs,  fcarcejy  ever  known  be- 
fore Chriftmas. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      VII, 

Petition  from  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  Refoluitons  fnffed,  hut  no  bill 
brought  in.  Motion  and  debates  relative  to  a  mejjage  fent  to  the  pariiu'- 
ment  of  Ireland.  Motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  caujes  of  the  ill  fuccefs  in 
North  America.  Great  debates,  German  treaties  laid  before  the  Houji 
cf  Commons,  and  produce  long  debates,  Duke  of  Richmond's  ?notion  for 
an  addrefs  relatinse  to  the  German  treaties.  Great  debates.  Motion  rejedeJ. 
Froteji.  Cottfidcrable  debates  in  the  Committee  of  Supply.  Motion  for 
extraordinary  expenes  carried  by  a  great  majority.  Duke  of  Grafton's 
motion  fr  an  addrefs  rdati've  to  the  colonies.  Debates.  Motion  rejeSied. 
Progrefs  of  the  bill  for  a  militia  in  Scotland.  Bill  at  length  rejeiieJ, 
Enquiry  into  licences  granted  to  Jhips  bound  to  North  America,  Speech 
from  the  throne. 


TH  E  rapidity  with  which  a 
continued  fucceffion  of  bufi- 
nefs  was  carried  through,  and  the 
earneftnefs  with  which  matters  of 
great  concern  were  agitated  before 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  occafioned 
our  paflingover  a  petition  from  the 
affembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  which 
was  prefented  to  each  houfe  at  the 
opening  of  the  feflion.  It  was 
fent  from  that  afiembly  in  cohfe- 
quence  of  Lord,  North's  concilia- 
tory propofition  ;  and  was  intend- 
ed, by  thofe  who  promoted  it  in 
that  colony,  as  a  pattern  and  pre- 
cedent for  the  reft.  I't  was  a  fepa- 
rate  propofal,  and  in  that  light 
coincided  with  the  general  policy, 
which  dilated  the  conciliatory 
propofition.  It  feemed  to  propofe 
fome  revenue  originating  in  ihq 
colonies,  and  to  be  ena<^ed  by 
parliament ;  and  though  the  pro- 
bable amount  would  be  inconfider- 
able,  yet  the  ellablilhment  of  the 
doftrine  being  at  that  time  of  more 
confideration  than  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  immediately  to  be  ob- 
tained, the  petition  was  more  fa- 
vourably received  by  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  and  on  the  stry  iirft  day  of 


the  feflion,  when  the  Speaker  laid 
it  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
a  fhort  day  was  appointed  for 
taking  it  into  confideration, though 
not  without  fome  animadverfionon 
ihe  part  of  oppofition,  who  treated 
the  whole  as  one  of  thofe  mean 
contrivances,  by  which  miniftry, 
as  they  faid,  were  in  the  pra«Slice 
of  mocking  the  credulity  and  im- 
plicit confidence  of  parliament; 
and  they  predifted  that  it  would 
come  to  the  end  which  was  to  be 
rxpefted  from  its  futility,  and  the 
impradlicable  nature  of  the  fcheme 
which  it  was  intended  to  execute. 
The  mode  of  granting  a  revenue 
propofed  by  this  aflembly,  was  the 
payment  of  fome  fpecific  duty  per 
cent,  upon  the  importation  of  all 
foreign  commodities,  bay  fait  only 
excepted,  by  which  means  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  would  at  all 
times  bear  a  due  relation  and  pro- 
portion to  the  opulence  and  con- 
fumption  of  the  province.  It  was 
intended,  that  the  rate  of  this  duty 
fhould  in  the  firft  inftance  be  fixed 
by  parliament,  and  afterwards  be 
perpetual  and  unchangeable,  ex- 
cepting only,  that  at  certain  ftated 

times 
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times  it  was  to  undergo  fuch  regu- 
lation as  would  preferve  the  com- 
parative value  of  money,  and  com* 
Biodities  in  its  original  ftate. 

When  the  propofition  came  to 
be  debated  in  the  committee,  the 
<xbje(5lions  which  had  been  only 
kinted  th«  firft  day,  were  more 
largely  and  ftrongly  enforced. 
Again  ft  thofe  the  minifters  con- 
tended, that  the  faith  of  the  houfe 
and  nation  obliged  them  to  give 
effed  to  a  plain  laid  before  them  in 
confequence  of  their  own  refolu- 
tion,  to  which  the  oSer  was  fub- 
ftantially  agreeable.  That  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  revenue  offered 
could  be  no  objeftidn  ;  that  if  it 
was  a  poor  provifion,  it  came  from 
a  poor  province  ;  but  it  would 
grow  with  the  circumftancesof  the 
country ;  and  under  this  plan  we 
feould  find  an  advantage  from  the 
profperity  of  our  colonies  very  dif- 
ferent from  our  former  experience, 
when  we  found  only  an  increafe  of 
infolencc,  and  notof  fupport  and 
fupply,  from  their  increafe  of 
ftrength.  That  the  fidelity  of  par- 
liament to  its  engagements,  and 
the  moderation  of  its  demands, 
would  engage  the  other  colonies  to 
fubmifTion,  and  would  difabufe 
them  with  regard  to  the  violent 
prejudices  inftilled  into  them  by 
their  faftious  leaders.  That  more 
favourable  times  and  good  ma- 
nagement would  improve  this  mo- 
derate beginning  into  a  beneficial 
revenue, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mino- 
rity treated  it  with  the  greateft 
fcorn.  They  faid  it  was  a  thing 
not  fit  to  be  ferioufly  debated. 
That  if  the  minillers  had  bound 
the  public  faith  to  this  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  projeA,  it  was  a  great 
aggravation  of  their  offence  io  te 


trifle  with  the  national  honoar. 
That  the  old  revenue  which  they 
were  to  give  up,  every  part  of 
which  (except  the  tea  tax)  had 
been  (juiatly  paid  in  all  the  colo- 
nies, was  of  more  value  than  the 
new  duties  which  were  propofed  to 
be  granted  ;  and  this  was  the  fort 
of  relief  to  the  public  burthens 
fought  by  our  war,  and  by  the 
conciliatory  propofition  which  was 
framed  to  end  it.  They  faid,  that 
the  principle  of  the  tea  tax  conti- 
nued to  haunt  them  in  every  thing 
they  did ;  for  as  that  tax  drew 
back  a  duty  which  ought  to  be 
paid  here,  in  order  to  impofe  a 
fmaller  duty  in  America,  this  was 
exa<^ly  of  the  fame  nature,  but  of 
a  much  wider,  and  of  a  more  mif- 
chievous  extent,  as  it  laid  eight 
per  cent,  not  on  one  article,  but 
on  all  the  certificate  goods  fent 
from  England,  from  which,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  trade  to  the  colonies, 
we  had  drawn  back  all  the  duties 
payable  at  home.  Thefe,  and 
very  many  other  objections,  drew 
the  debates  into  length  in  the 
committee  j  but  the  miniftry, 
though  evidently  embarraffed,  were 
refolved  to  carry  refolutions  con- 
formable to  the  petition. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  leflea 
the  eiFe6l  of  this  petition  from 
Nova  Scotia.  That  province  had 
coft  government  imme-nfe  fums  of 
money,  without  its  growth  or  va- 
lue in  any  degree  correfponding 
with  theexpence.  It  was  Hill  un, 
equal  to  the  fupport  of  its  own  ci- 
vil government,  the  expence  of 
which  was  annually  granted  by 
parliament  ;  fo  that  the  offer  of  a, 
revenue  in  fuch  circumflances, 
however  laudable  the  motives  and 
intention,  carried  in  fome  degrcje 
a  ludicrous  appearance.    As  it  wa=' 

alfo 
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alfo  under  the  influence  of  a  mili- 
tary power,  its  afts  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  carry  any  great  weight 
as  an  example,  with  thofe  colonies 
who  abhorred  fuch  an  appearance, 
and  whofe  prefent  troubles  arofe 
from  a  defence  of  their  civil  im» 
munities  and  conftitution. 

The  petition  befides  contained 
a  long  catalogue  of  grievances,  the 
redreis  of  which  was  as  eainefUy 
preffed,  though  in  more  fupplicaat 
language,  as  a  fimilar  redreis  had 
been  by  the  other  provinces,  and 
feemed  in  fome  degree  to  be  con- 
sidered as  conditional  and  necefl'a- 
ry,  towards  the  eltablifhment  of  a 
permanent  connexion,  and  for  re- 
taining the  affedion  and  obedience 
of  the  people.  The  afTembly  alfo 
prefled  moft  earneftly,  that  when 
at  any  time  future  exigencies  fhould 
require  further  fupplies,  therequi- 
fition  (hould  be  made  in  the  ufual 
manner  formerly  praftifed,  where^ 
by  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  (hewing  their  duty  and  attach- 
ment, their  fenfe  of  the  caufe  for 
which  it  was  made,  and  by  that 
means,  and  that  only,  of  render, 
ing  the  fovereign  acquainted  with 
the  true  fenfe  of  his  people  in  that 
diftant  part  of  his  dominions.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  excepting  the 
profeflion  of  fubmifiion  to  the  fu- 
preme  legiflature,  which  had  only 
of  late  been  a  queftion  any  where, 
and  the  propofal  of  a  duty,  which 
feemed  little  more  than  a  commer- 
cial regulation,  this  petition  did 
rot  contain  any  thing  eflentially 
different  from  the  former  applica- 
tions of  other  colonies. 

Mov.23d.  ^  R=f?l"-i°"'  to  'he 
-^  toilowing  purpofewere 
however  propofed  by  the  miniller, 
and  paffed  in  a  committee,  as  foun- 
4^(iQns  for  an  intended  bill ;  vi^, 


That  the  propofal  of  a  poundago 
duty,  ad  valorem,  upon  all  com^* 
modities  imported  (bay  fait  ex- 
cepted) not  being  the  produce  of 
the  Britilh  dominions  in  Europe  or 
America,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  par- 
liament, fhould  be  accepted,  an4 
the  duty  fixed  at  81.  per  cent, 
upon  all  fuch  commodities.  That 
as  foon  as  the  neceffary  ads  for 
that  purpofe  were  pafied  by  tho 
aflembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  ha4 
received  the  royal  approbation,  aH 
other  taxes  and  duties  in  that  pro. 
vince  Ihould  ceafe  and  be  difco|i^ 
tinued,and  no  others  laid  on,  while 
thofe  ads  continued  in  force,  ex« 
cepting  only  fuch  duties  as  were 
found  neceffary  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce,  the  nett  produce  of 
which  were  to  be  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  province.  And  to 
admit  an  importation  into  that 
province  of  wines,  orange,  le- 
mons, currants,  andraihns,  direfltly 
from  the  place  of  their  giowtii 
and  produce. 

This  relaxation  of  the  A£t  of 
Navigation,  though  not  very  con- 
fiderable,  was  intended  to  ftiew 
the  favourable  difpofition  of  par- 
liament towards  this  province, 
which  had  fet  fo  laudable  an  ex- 
ample of  obedience  ;  and  feemed 
to  hold  out  to  the  colonics  in  ge- 
neral an  enlargement  of  com-» 
merce,  as  a  compenfation  for  theif 
acceding  to  the  conciliatory  refo^ 
lution.  Indeed  much  attention  wa« 
paid  to  this  petition,  as  forming  a, 
model  for  future  taxation,  an4 
proving,  what  had  been  denied, 
that  the  fy  item  of  the  conciliator3f 
propoficion  was  not  impradicable. 
Serious  hopes  were  entertained  of 
its  effed  until  it  had  pafl^-d  the 
committee.  But  it  fcemea  as  if 
the  |)acific  fyllem^  in  which   ihia^ 

was 
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was  confidered  as  a  leading  part, 
was  about  that  time  laid  afide. 
Whatever  the  caufe  might  have 
been,  to  the  furprize  of  many, 
the  whole  matter  was  fufFered  to 
die  away  ;  no  bill  was  brought  in, 
and  the  petition  was  heard  no  more 
of  after  the  holidays. 

The  firft  public  matter  of  any 
confequence  that  was  brought  for- 
ward after  the  recefs,  related  to  a 
late  meafure  of  government  in  Ire- 
land. To  explain  this  matter,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that 
kingdom  had,  in  the  prefent  {ef- 
fion  of  parliament    there,  fent  a 


rally  odious,  as,  after  great  de- 
bates, and  the  moft  vigorous  exer- 
tions in  its  fupport,  to  be  rejefted 
by  a  confiderabie  majority.  And 
that  to  remedy  the  weaknefs  occa- 
fioned  by  the  prefent,  as  well  aa 
former,  great  and  continual  drain 
of  their  Handing  forces,  an  attempt 
was  made,  by  thofe  who  are  call- 
ed the  patriotic  party  in  that  coun. 
try,  to  embody  the  militia  ;  a  mea-^ 
fure  much  more  difagreeable  to  go- 
vernment, than  even  the  rejeftion 
of  the  Heffian  or  Hanoverian  for- 
ces, and  which  was  accordingly 
counteracted  with  eiFed. 

It  is  fufficientiy    obvious,    that 


written  meflage   to  the   Houfe  of  the  engagement  for  the  difpofal  of 

Commons,    containing    a  requifi-  the  public  money,  included  in  the 

tion  in  the  King's   name,  of  4000  foregoing    mefTage,    without    the 

additional  troops  from  that  king-  confent  or   knowledge  of  the  Bri- 

dom  for  the  American  fervice,  and  tifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  what 

a  promife   under  the  fame  autho-  rendered  this  fubjeCl   a  matter  of 

rity,  that  they  fhould  not  continue  difculSon  in  that  body.    «  ,  , 

a  charge   upon   that  eftablilhment  Mr.  Thomas   Townf-  V^     ^ 

during  their  abfence,  with  a  pro-  hend  introduced  it  as  a     ^^7    • 

pofal,  that,  for    the  fecurity  and  breach  of  privilege,  and  ftated  his 

protedion  of  that  kingdom,  it  was  complaint  in  the  following  words  : 

his  Majefty's  intention,  if  defired  **  That    the    Earl  of    Harcourt, 

by  them,   to  replace   thofe  forces  Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and  Ge-, 

with  an  equal  number  of  foreign  neral  Governor  of  Ireland,  did,  on 


proteftant  troops  ;  and  a  further 
promife,  that  the  charge  of  thofe 
troops  fhould  be  alfo  defrayed 
without  any  expence  to  that  coun- 
try. 

We  (hall  juft  obferve,  that  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  granted  the 
4000  troops  which  were  demanded  ; 
but  that,notwithftanding  the  naked 
and  defencelefs  Hate  in  which  that 
kingdom  was  left  expofed,  and 
the  irrcfiftible  foYce  with  which 
adminiftration  carried  all  other 
queitions  through  that  afl'embly, 
the  meafure  of  accepting  the  fo- 
reign troops  was,  however,  deem- 
ed io  dangerous,  and  was  fo  gene- 


the  23d  day  of  November  lall,  in 
breach  of  the  privilege,  and  in  de- 
rogation of  the  honour  and  autho^ 
rity  of  this  Houfe,  fend  a  written 
meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
figned  with  his  own  hand,  to  the 
following  efFeft  f'-r-Having  then 
recited  the  mefiage,  he  moved,  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  matter  of  the  faid 
complaint,  and  to  report  the  fame, 
as  it  ihall  appear  to  them^  to  the 
Houfe. 

This  gentleman  fupportcd  his 
motion  with  great  ability,  and  was 
equallywellfecondedby  hisfrier.ds. 

The^ 
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They   maintained   that  the   privi- 
leges of    that  houfe,     though   ap- 
plied to  themfelves  individually  or 
colledively    in    a    more    confined 
fenfe,  were  the  indubitable  right  of 
all  the  Commons  of  England,  who 
had  one  general  intereft  in    them. 
That  though  each  of  thefe  was  an 
objed    of   confideration,    they  all 
funk  to  a  very  inferior   degree   of 
importance, 'when   at  all  placed  in 
oppofition   to,  or  comparea  with, 
that     ineftimable     privilege,     the 
power  of  granting  money,  of  hold- 
ing the  purfe  of  their  conllituents, 
and  of  guarding  it  from  the  hands 
of  violence,  art,  or   fraud.     This 
was  a   trull  of  the  firft  magnitude, 
which,    in    fad,    included    every 
othffr ;     for   while    that   was    pre- 
ferved  inviolate,  the  crown  would 
remain    under     the    conftitutional 
controul  of  parliament;  but  when- 
ever    that   was   wreiled    by   open 
force,    defeated  by  indired  means, 
or  done  away  by  fraud,   the  liber- 
ties and   privileges  of  the   people 
would     be    for    ever    annihilated. 
They  fhewed  the  wife,    con: mend- 
able,    and    well-founded    jealoufy 
fhewn    by  the  Commons,  when   at 
any   time    even    the  other    houfe 
had  interfered  in  the  fnialleft  de- 
gree with  that  great  jifivilege  ;  but 
that  when  any  attempts  of  the  fort 
were  made  by  the  crown,  or  by  its 
miniilerial    agents,    they   immedi- 
ately caught  the  alarm  ;  and  how- 
ever they  were  before  divided,  had, 
at  all   times,  uniformly  united,  as 
if  aduated   by  one  foul,  in   refill- 
ing the  fmalleft  encroachment  upon 
their  power  of  granting  or  refufjng 
their  own  money,  and  that  of  their 
conllituents. 

They  faid,  that  the  melTage  in 
quellion  prcfented  feveral  faces, 
and  contained   mattsrs  of  the  moii 


fufpicious  and  alarming  nature. 
That  if  the  conditions  it  held  out 
had  been  accepted,  the  parliament 
of  England  would  have  been  pledg- 
ed to  that  of  Ireland  for  the  pay- 
ment of  8coo  men,  only  to  have 
the  ufe  of  4COO  ;  fo  that  Ireland 
was  to  be  bribed  into  an  accept- 
ance of  this  infidious  bargain,  by 
retaining  her  ufual  ellabiifhmenc 
as  to  number,  while  fhe  was  to  be 
eafed  of  one  third  of  the  burthen. 
That  fuch  a  proportion  could  only- 
have  originated  from  the  worfl  de- 
figns,  as  the  abfurdity,  they  faid, 
was  too  glaring  to  be  charged  t» 
any  degree  of  folly.  But  that  the 
nature  of  the  bargain  was  a  matter 
of  little  confeouence,  when  put  ia 
competition  with  that  double  vio- 
lation of  the  conflitution,  that  da- 
ring temerity,  of  engaging  for  the 
payment  of  great  fums  of  money, 
and  venturing  to  piropofe  the  in- 
trodudion  of  foreign  forces,  with- 
out the  confent  of  parliament. 

Some  gentlemen  went  fo  far  as 
to  {^y,  that  no  doubt  could  be  en- 
tertained    of    the    deligns     from 
whence  thefe  propofitions  origina- 
ted.    One  was  an  experiment  on 
the  Irifh   parliament,    to  try  if  it 
could  be  induced  to  confent  to  the 
reception  of  foreign  troops,  there- 
by to  ellablifh   a  precedent  which 
might    be    afterwards    applied    to 
other  purpofes.     The    other    alfo 
had    its    fixed    objed.     It  was    a 
fcheme,  they  faid,   however   deep, 
formed   on   very  fimple  principles, 
and  went    diredly  to  veil  in     the 
crown  the  virtual  power  of  taxing, 
as  opportunity  might  ferve,    both 
Great    Britain    and    Ireland,     la 
Ireland,    the    rainiller  was    to    be 
taught  to  afk  fome  favour  ;   then 
England  was    to  be    pledged.     Jn 
Englaad   again,    when    fuch    cir- 
cumHances 
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cumllances  occurred,  as  rendered 
the  attempt  impracticable,  Ireland 
was  to  be  taxed,  to  maintain  the 
fupremacyof  the  Britifh  legillature. 
in  the  mean  time,  it  prepared  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  habi- 
tuated them  to  fuch  notions,  as 
would  by  degrees  be  the  means  of 
reducing  the  parliament  of  each  to 
be  the  mere  inilrumental  agents  of 
the  crown,  without  the  lead  de- 
gree of  will  or  independence  what- 
ever. 

Admlniftratlon  feemed  in  an 
odd  fituation  upon  this  attack. 
The  matter  was  ferious  ;  the  of- 
fer of  introducing  foreign  troops 
without  the  previous  confent  of 
parliament,  indeed  to  introduce 
them  at  all  as  a  permanent  part  of 
our  military  eilablifhment,  could 
not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
the  conftitution  and  fafety  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  On  this  occa/ion,  no 
fmail  marks  of  want  of  concert  and 
fyftem  appeared,  in  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  menfure  was   ex- 

?lained  or  defended  in  the  debate; 
'he  minifter  difavowed  thofe  fpe- 
cific  inftrudions,  upon  which  it 
i^as  fuppofed  the  meflage  muft  have 
been  founded  ;  but  acknowledged 
his  general  co-operation,  in  mat- 
ters relative  to  the  government  of 
Ireland.  Both  he,  and  another 
Lord,  lately  come  into  adminiitra- 
tion,  difclaimed  all  refponfibility 
whatever,  for  the  condufl  of  his 
Majefty's  fervants  in  that  kingdom. 
Thfey  faid  in  general,  or  feparate- 
ly,  that  the  Viceroy  might  have 
miftaken,  or  exceeded  his  inftruc- 
ticns  ;  that  he  might  not  have  con- 
veyed his  meaning  in  the  cieareft 
terms  ;  but  that  there  was  no  rela- 
tion between  the  Brittfh  miniftry 
and  the  King's  fervants  in  that 
country,  which  rendered  the  for- 
mer in  any  degree  accountable  for 


thefe  matters,  and  confequently 
they  could  not  be  affeded  by  any 
cenfure  grounded  upon  them. 
They,  however,  juftified  the  firft 
proportion  in  the  mefTage,  as  re- 
ferring to  the  promife  which  the 
King  had  made  to  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  that  12000  of  the  forces 
on  that  eilablifhment  fhould  al- 
ways be  left  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom.  In  that  fenfe,  they 
faid,  the  propofal  was  flri<^ly  de- 
fenfible,  and  came  clearly  and  le- 
gally within  the  conftitutional  ex- 
ercife  of  the  regal  power.  As  to 
the  fecond  prop«fition,  it  was  al- 
lowed, that  the  paying  for  8000 
men,  when  40C0  only  were  ob- 
tained, appeared  to  be  extremely 
unoeconomical ;  that  however,  if 
the  men  could  not  be  obtained  up- 
on better  terms,  the  meafure  was 
defenfible  on  the  ground  of  neccf- 
fity;  and  if  there  were  alfo  fuftici- 
ent  reafons  for  thinking  it  better 
to  employ  natives  than  foreigners 
in  North  America,  they  would  be 
a  juftification  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  fame  proportion. 

Whilft  the  official  minilters  Itood 
on  this  ground,  a  totally  different 
mode  of  defence  was  adopted  by 
feveral  of  thofe  who  are  vulgarly 
known  under  the  denomination  of 
King's  friends.  Some  of  thefe 
maintained  the  high  prerogative 
right  of  introducing  foreign  forces 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions, 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  ftate 
rendered  it  expedient  or  neceffary. 
They  alfo  infilled,  that  the  meffage 
was  worded  in  a  manner  perfedly 
agreeable  to  official  ufage ;  that 
the  King  had  a  right  to  bind  him- 
felf  by  promife  to  his  Irifh  parlia- 
ment, and  to  make  the  prefent  ap- 
plication for  a  releafe  from  that 
promjfe.  That  the  meafure  v/as 
in  exadt  conformity  with,  or  more 
properly 
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Properly  a  part  of,  thofe  undoubt- 
ed branches  of  the  prerogative,  by 
which  the  crown  raifed  troops  of 
its  own  will,  and  then  applied  to 
parliament  for  their  payment,  or 
entered  into  treaties,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  with  foreign  princes,  and 
pledged  it  for  a  due  performance  of 
the  articles. 

Some  others  on  the  fame  fide, 
not  fatisfied  with  endeavouring  by 
explanation  to  weaken  what  was 
faid  by  the  mover  to  be  the  obvi- 
ous fenfe  of  the  words,  attempted 
boldly  to  prove,  that  the  mefiage 
meant  the  direft  reverfe.  Thefe 
contended,  rather  ludicroufly  e- 
nough,  that  the  whole  parliament 
of  Ireland  had  not  only  totally 
mifunderllood  the  meaning  of  the 
mefiage,  and  mifconceivcd  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  intentions,  but 
that  they  had  gone  through  a  fe- 
ries  of  public  bufinefs  founded  upon 
that  deception  and  error,  without 
the  fmallell  light  being  offered  by 
the  nobleman  in  queftion,  though 
the  Speaker  had,  at  the  head  of 
the  Houfe^of  Commons,  made  a 
public  declaration  of  his  and  their 
blindnefs  in  his  prefence.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  reconcile,  the 
grounds  of  thefe  feveral  arguments ; 
and  this  laft,  of  fuppofing  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  whole 
Irilh  legiilature  were  miftaken  in 
the  fubjed  of  a  meifage  fent  by  the 
one,  and  received  and  anfwered  by 
the  other,  was  fcarcely  fuitable  to 
fo  important  a  matter. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
fition  coniidered  the  bufinefs  of 
fomewhat  a  lefs  dangerous  nature, 
from  the  fcheme's  not  being  car- 
ried into  execution.  They  held, 
that  the  fpirit  and  magnanimity  of 
Ireland,  in  rejefling  the  foreign 
troops,  and  in  refufing  to  accept 


the  offer  for  lefTening  her  own 
burthen  by  throwing  a  part  of  it 
upon  Great  Britain,  had  already 
obviated  the  mifchievous  tendency 
of  that  meafure  ;  fo  that  the  only 
objeft  of  cenfure  now  remaining, 
was  the  evil  intention  from  whicK 
it  originated.  They  alfo  held, 
that  the  whole  weight  of  the  cen- 
fure would  fall  upon  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  was  merely  mi- 
nifterial  in  the  bufinefs,  while 
thofe  who  were  really  culpable, 
would  not  only  pafs  untouched, 
but  very  poffibly,  from  fome 
crooked  motive  of  policy,  might 
rejoice  in  the  ill-pkced  effect* 
After  very  confiderable  debates, 
the  queftion  being  put  near  twelve 
at  night,  the  motion  for  a  com- 
mittee was  rejeded  upon  a  divilion, 
by  a  majority  of  224  to  106. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for 
laying  the  votes  of  the  Irifh  Com- 
mons, of  fome  fpdcific  dates,  and 
relative  to  this  bufinefs,  before  the 
houfe,  which  pafied  in  the  nega- 
tive without  a  divifion.  This  wias 
fucceeded  by  the  following  morion  : 
*'  That  it  is  highly  derogatory  to 
the  honour,  and  a  violent  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  and 
a  dangerous  infringement  of  the 
conftitution,  for  any  perfon  what- 
ever to  prefume  to  pledge  his  Ma- 
jefty's  royal  word  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  *'  that  any  part  of  the 
troops  upon  the  eflablifhment  of 
that  kingdom  fiiall,  upon  being 
fent  out  of  that  kingdom,  become 
a  charge  upon  Great  Britain,** 
without  the  confent  of  this  houfe  ; 
or  for  any  perfon  to  prefume  to  of- 
fer to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  without 
the  confent  of  this  houfe,  *«  that 
fuch  national  troops  fo  fent  out  of 
Ireland, 
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land,  fhall  be  replaced  by  fo- 
reign troops,  at  the  expence  of 
Great  Britain.'*  The  motion  for 
this  refolution  was  loft,  by  putting 
the  previous  quellion,  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

In   a  few  d:^ys  after  Ms. 


20th. 


Fox  made  a  motion.  That 


it  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  arms  in 
North  America,  as  alfo  into  the 
caufes  of  the  defe«J\ion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  province  of  Quebec. 
This  gentleman  introduced  and 
Supported  his  motion  with  hisufual 
great  ability.  He  declined,  he 
faid,  for  the  prefent,  to  enter  into 
any  recapitulation  of  the  caufes  of 
the  unhappy  difpute  with  America. 
He  Ihould  develope  that  fyftem, 
from  whence  the  meafures  now 
carrying  on  were  fuppofed  to  ori- 
ginate. He  fliould  forbear  to  ani- 
madvert upon  a  fyllem,  that  in  its 
principles,  complexion,  and  every 
conftitnent  part,  gave  the  fuUeit 
and  moft  unequivocal  proofs,  that 
its  ultimate  defign  was  the  total 
de{lru£lion  of  the  conflitution  of 
this  free  form  of  government. 
Thefe  were  afiertions  that  might 
be  difputed.  He  wilhed  to  draw 
their  attention  to  certain  well- 
known,  indifputable,  uncontro- 
vertible fails.  Upon  the  fame 
principle  he  declined  entering  into 
any  of  the  quelHons  of  right  or 
claims  on  either  fide.  He  did  not 
mean  to  controvert  the  expediency, 
pra£licability,  nor  a  fingle  mini- 
llerial  ground,  on  which  the  pre- 
fent meafures  refpe^ing  America 
were  taken  up,  purfued,  or  de- 
fended. He  would  even,  for  ar- 
gument fake,  allow  for  the  prefent, 
that  adminillration  had  afted  per- 
fe(5lly  right.     But  all  thefe  mat- 


ters being  admitted  in  their  fa.-' 
vour,  and  the  ground  cleared  iri 
all  other  refpeds,  he  would  exa- 
mine, from  the  time  that  coercive 
meafures  had  been  adopted,  the 
means  that  had  been  ufed  for  giv- 
ing them  effect. 

He  intended  to  commence  his 
propofed  enquiry  at  the  time,  when 
the  minifler,  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1774,  propofed  to  the 
houfe  certain  refolutions,  as  a 
ground  of  complaint,  which  he 
followed  with  the  Bofton  Port  Bill. 
This  he  fixed  as  the  a:ra,  when 
coercive  meafures  were  undeniably 
determined  upon.  He  grounded 
his  motion  on  the  clear  and  pofi- 
tive  affertion,  and  repeatedly  ac- 
knowledged fad,  that  there  had 
been  mifmanagement,  mifcondudt, 
incapacity,  or  negleft,  fomewhere  ; 
and  fupported  its  propriety  and 
neceffity,  upon  the  fimple  alterna- 
tive, that  thefe  faults,  and  their 
confequent  evils,  mud  be  imputed 
either  to  our  minifters  at  home,  or 
toourmilitary  commanders  abroad ; 
either  the  former  had  planned  mea- 
fures which  were  impradticable,  or, 
if  praflicable,  had  not  afforded 
them  the  neceflary  fupport,  or  elfe 
the  latter  had  failed  in  carrying 
them  into  execution,  and  were  in- 
capable of  doing  their  duty  ;  in 
either  cafe,  it  was  fit  to  know 
where  the  fault  lay  j  or,  if  it  was 
fhared  between  them,  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  before  it  was  too 
late,  and  the  nation  fell  a  victim 
to  mifconduft  and  incapacity,  that 
the  houfe  (hould  be  fully  informed 
on  the  fubjed,  and  enabled  to  re- 
medy the  evil,  by  being  rendered 
fenfible,  that  the  one  were  as  unfit 
to  deliberate  and  determine,  as  the 
other  to  perform  or  carry  into  exe- 
cution. 

He 
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He  hoped,  that  as  he  had  made 
fuch  conceffions,  in  dropping  all 
other  fubjefts  of  difpute,  in  order 
to  fimplify  the  immediate  quelUon, 
and   lay  its  objefts  nakedly,   and 
abihafted  from    all   other    matter 
before  them,  as  he  had   drawn   a 
line  between,  and  intended  totally 
to  feparate    meafures    from    men> 
that    no    independent    gentleman 
would  refufe  to  concur  in  the  en- 
quiry.    Indeed,  he  did  not  fee  up- 
on what  principle  any  gentleman 
in  that  charafter  could  oppofe  it; 
and  infilled,  that  if  the  minifters 
were  not  confcious  of  being  cul- 
pable in  the  higheft  degree,  they 
would  rejoice  at  fuch  an  opportu- 
nity of  vindicating  their  conduct 
to  the  public,  and  of  letting  them 
fee,  that  our  prefent  national  dif- 
graces  and  misfortunes,    and    the 
mifapplication     of    that     fupport 
which  they  had  fo  liberally  given, 
were  not  owing  to  their  ignorance, 
incapacity,  or  want  of  integrity. 
Public  juflice  demanded  fuch  an 
enquiry.        The     individuals     on 
whom  the  obloquy  refted,  were  en- 
titled to  be  heard  in  their  own  de- 
fence.    To  withhold  the  informa- 
tion neceiTary  to  their  juftification, 
would  be  an  infult  to  the  nation, 
2s  well   as  an  a(^  of  private  injuf- 
tice.     None  but  the  guilty  could 
wifh    to  evade   it.      None  of  our 
commanders  by  fea  or  land,  could 
be  fure  of  preserving  their  honour 
for  a  fingle  moment,  if  they  were 
to  be  buried  under  public  difgrace, 
in  order  to  hide,  protcdi  or  pal- 
liate, the  ignorance,  blunders,  and 
incapacity  of  others. 

He  entered  into  a  Ihort  but  com- 
prehenfive  detail  of  the  meafures 
which  had  hitherto  been  purfued 
in  fupporting  the  plan  of  coercion, 
ia  which  he  drew,  in  the  moll 
Vol.  XIX. 


glowing  colours,  and  placed  in  th< 
Ilrongelt  lights,  fuch  reprefenta- 
tions  of  what,  he  filled,  folly  in  thd 
cabinet,  ignorance  in  office,  ina- 
bility in  framing,  and  mifconduifl 
in  executing,  with  fuch  a  (hameful 
and  fervile  acquiefcence  in  parlia- 
ment, as,  he  faid,  had  never  be- 
fore difgraced  the  councils  of  this, 
or  perhaps  any  other  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly pointed  and  fevere  upon  thtf 
minifters,  and  little  lefs  fo,  with 
refpeft  to  the  body  which  he  wai 
addreffing. 

Adminiilration  feemed   Exceed- 
ingly embarrafled  in  tKis  debate, 
and  as  little  united  as  in  the  for- 
mer.    The  weight  of  defence,  or 
of  evading  the  enquiry,  fell  prin- 
cipally upon  the  gfentlemen  in  in- 
ferior and  lefs  refponfible   office ; 
the  minifter  himfelf  not  rififtg  un- 
til the  clofe  of  the  debate.     A  no- 
ble Lord,  under  the  defcription  w^ 
have  mentioned,  moved   the  pre- 
vious queftion  early  in  the  debate, 
which  did  not,  however,  leflen  11$ 
extent,    or    fhorten    its    duration. 
The  topics  ufed  in  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  fiirnilhed  the  principal 
arguments    againll     the    motion. 
The  court  party  admitted  that  lit- 
tle had  been  done,  great  lofles  had 
been    fullained;   and  erfors  appai. 
rently  of  no  fmall  magnitude  com- 
mitted.    But  the  fault  lay,  where 
the  punifhment  would  finally  fall^ 
not  in    the  minifters,  but  in   the 
rebels.     The  Americans  had  takcii 
an   unworthy  and  bafe  advantage 
of  the   cleniency,    and    defire    of 
conciliation,  by  which  Great  Bri- 
tain was  afluated  ;  whilft  we,  un- 
wilHrig  to  proceed  to  the  rigours 
of    puniftiment,    were    propofing 
terms  of  mutual  advantage,   and 
endeavouring  td  ellablilh  a  laftiug 
[*/]  harmony. 
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harmony,  they  were  ftrengthening 
themfelves  in  rebellion,  and  mak- 
ing every  preparation  for  war. 
Thus  was  a  feafon  for  efFedual  co- 
ercion unfortunately  loft;  but  in  a 
manner  that  will  ever  do  honour  to 
our  national  character,  and  con- 
vince all  mankind  of  the  lenity, 
forbearance,  and  temperate  juftice 
ofourgovernment;  whilftit equally 
fhews  the  incorrigible  turpitude  of 
our  rebellious  colonifts. 

Others  faid,  that  as  affairs  in 
America  were  totally  changed,  fo 
was  likewife,  and  with  propriety, 
the  condu(fl  of  government.  Till 
the  fword  was  drawn,  conciliatory 
meafures  were  purfued ;  as  foon  as 
that  event  took  place,  we  adopted 
the  moft  effedlual  means  of  coer- 
cion, which  would  be  fteadily  per- 
fevcred  in  till  the  end  was  accom- 
plifhed.  That  it  was  unfair,  to 
ftate  objeftions  againft  the  conduft 
of  adminiftration  in  the  early  Itages 
of  this  bufinefs,  which  were  only 
applicable  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility  and 
open  rebellion ;  that  what  was  wif- 
^om  in  the  former  /ituation,  would 
be  treachery  or  madnefs  in  the 
latter.  And  that  government  was 
already  taking  the  moil  eifeflual 
and  decifive  meafures,  to  remedy 
thofe  very  evils  which  were  the 
propofed  objefts  of  cenfure. 

It  was  befides  faid,  that  if  fuch 
an  enquiry  ,vere  at  all  necelTary, 
this  v.'as  not  the  proper  feafon.  It 
ihould  be  d.eferred  till  the  end  of 
the  war,  when  there  would  be  lei- 
fure  and  opportunity  for  fuch  an 
inveftigation.  Several  of  thofe  who 
were  the  obje^ls  of  enquiry,  or 
wliofe  teftimony  would  be  necefTa- 
ry,  were  not  in  the  kingdom ; 
they  were  now  fulfilling  their  duty 
in  America;  llrenuoufly  endea- 
vouring to  remedy  all  evils,  to  re« 


move  all  caufes  of  complaint,  and 
to  atone  for  paft  errors,  if  any  had 
been  committed.  It  was  alfo  con- 
tended, that  as  a  change  of  mea- 
fures had  been  announced  from  the 
throne,  it  would  be  highly  difre- 
fpe<5lful  and  improper  to  enter  into 
fuch  an  examination,  until  thofe 
meafures  were  tried  and  the  event 
known. 

Several,  however,  on  the  fame 
fide,  joined  the  minority  in  fevere- 
ly  cenfuring  the  conduft  hitherto 
purfued;  but  congratulated  them- 
felves on  the  prefent  change  of 
fyftem,and  the  happy  confequences 
which  they  expected  from  fo  vi- 
gorous a  fcheme  of  coercion.  The 
previous  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  at  near  three  in  the  morning, 
the  motion  was  rejefted  upon  a  di- 
vilion,  by  a  majority  of  240,  to 
104. 

The  treaties  lately  entered  into 
between  his  Majefty,  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe-CaiTel,  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick,  and  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Heire-Caffe],  for  the 
hiring  of  different  bodies  of  their 
troops  for  the  American  fervice, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
17000  men,  having  been  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe,  and  a  p  u  «  ^.i. 
motion  being  made  by  •  -^9    • 

the  minifter,  for  referring  them  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  this 
matter  became  a  fubjed  of  very 
confiderable  debate. 

The  meafure  in  general  of  pro- 
curing foreign  troops  was  fupport- 
cd,  on  the  necefTicy  of  reducing 
America,  and  the  total  impradi- 
cability,  which  had  already  been 
fully  experienced,  of  raifmg  by 
any  means,  and  in  any  degree,  a 
fufficient  number  of  levies  within 
thefe  kingdoms  for  that  purpofe. 
It  was,  however,  further  contend- 
ed. 
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cd,  that  if  fuch  forces  could  have 
been  raifed  at  home,  and  even  to 
the  amount  fuppofed  neceflary  in 
point  of  number,  it  could  not  be 
cxpeded,  that  raw  and  undifci- 
plincd  troops,  who  had  never  feen 
any  fervice,  and  who  were  not  yet 
hardened  to  any  change  of  food, 
climate,  or  habits  of  life,  could 
anfwer  the  purpofe  fo  well,  as 
tried  experienced  veterans,  whofe 
conftitutional  habits  were  already 
formed, ^as  wpU  as  their  military. 
To  thefe  were  added,  the  great  lofs 
which  the  withdrawing  fo  many 
hands  from  hufbandry  and  manu- 
fadlures  would  be  to  the  nation. 
And  it  was  alfo  remembered,  that 
the  expence  in  that  cafe  would  not 
end  with  the  war;  but  that  the 
nation  would  be  faddled  with  the 
heavy  and  lading  incumbrance,  of 
the  half-pay  eftablifhment  of  near 
thirty  battalions.  So  that  in  every 
point  of  view,  whether  confidered 
with  refped  to  general  policy,  or 
national  expediency,  the  prefent 
treaties  would  be  found  equally 
prudent  and  neceifary. 

It  then  only  remained  to  be  con- 
fidered, whether  thefe  treaties  were 
condufled  with  all  the  judgment, 
and  managed  with  all  the  fruga- 
lity, that  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
would  admit.  With  refpe<^  to  this 
point,  if  theneceflity  was  admitted, 
which  it  was  prefumed  no  body 
would  attempt  to  controvert,  it 
would  of  courfe  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  troops  muft  be  obtained 
at  any  price,  and  upon  any  terms, 
which  did  not  exceed  in  extent  or 
value  the  urgency  of  the  demand. 
This,  however,  they  faid,  was 
not  the  cafe,  and  the  terms  were  fo 
far  from  being  proportioned  to  the 
nccefiity,  that  they  were  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  with  thofe  of  for- 


mer treaties,  by  which  we  ob- 
tained troops  for  purpofes  of  infi- 
nitely lefs  national  importance 
than  the  prefent.  But,  even  fup- 
pofing  that  the  cafe  had  been  other- 
wife,  and  that  the  prefent  terms 
had  not  been  fo  advantageous  as 
thofe  upon  fome  former  occafions, 
but  bore  fome  relation  to  the  ne- 
ceffity;  ftill,  they  infilled,  that 
the  meafure  would  have  been  high- 
ly prudent  and  osconomical,  and 
that,  confidering  merely  the  point 
of  expence,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  foreign  troops  were  obtained 
much  cheaper  than  home  levies, 
fuppofing  they  could  be  procured 
as  ufual.  They  clofed  thefe  argu- 
ments by  obferving,  that  this  mea- 
fure was  no  matter  of  furprize  or 
novelty,  as  we  had  at  all  times 
been  under  a  neceflity  of  employ- 
ing foreigners  in  our  wars. 

On  the  other  fide,  this  meafure 
was  reprobated  in  all  its  parts. 
The  neceffity  abfolutely  denied. 
We  forced  on,  faid  they,  a  civil  war 
moll  wantonly,  and  this  was  one  of 
the  firil  of  its  alarming  and  ruinous 
confequenqes.  Great  Britain,  they 
faid,  was  now  difgraced  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  to  anfwer  pur- 
pofes apparently  of  her  power  and 
dominion,  but  in  reality  of  her 
fubjeclion  and  fervitude.  She  was 
to  be  impoveriJhedj  and  what  was 
Hill  perhaps  worfe,  fhe  was  com- 
pelled to  degrade  herfelf,  by  ap- 
plying in  the  mod  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner  to  the  petty 
Princes  of  Germany  for  fuccours 
againfl,  her  own  fubjetfls,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  indignities  never  before 
prefcribed  to  a  crowned  head,  pre- 
fiding  over  fo  great  and  powerful 
a  nation.  In  fupport  of  thefe  po- 
fitions,  they  took  the  treaties  to 
pieces,  and  pointed  out,  as  cbj?c- 

[*/j  2  tionabh'. 
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tionablc,  the  following  parts  ;— 
That  the  troops  were  to  enter  into 
pay  before  they  began  to  march  ; 
a  thing  never  known  before.  That 
levy-money  was  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  near  7I.  los.  a  man.  That, 
not  fatisfied  with  this  extortion, 
thofe  princes  were  alfo  to  be  fubfi- 
dized.  That  they  had  the  mod^fty 
to  infill  on  a  double  fubfidy.  That 
the  fubfidy  is  in  one  inltance  to  be 
continued  for  two  years,  and  for 
one  year  in  another,  after  the 
troops  have  returned  to  their  re- 
fpedive  countries.  And  that  a 
body  of  12000  foreigners  are  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions, under  no  controul  of  either 
King  or  parliament;  for  the  ex- 
prefs  words  of  the  treaty  are,  *•  that 
this  body  of  troops'*  (being  the 
Heflians)  **  fhall  remain  under  the 
command  of  their  General,  to 
whom  his  mod  ferene  Highnefs  has 
cntrufled  the  command," 

The  debates  were  long  and 
warm,  and  were  of  courfe  produc- 
tive of  a  very  late  night.  The  bad 
terms  upon  which  thefe  forces  were 
obtained  was  much  laboured  by  the 
oppoiition,  and  they  entered  into 
various  calculations  to  fhevv,  that 
befides  the  extraordinary  expences 
in  the  point  of  exportation,  every 
thoufand  Germans,  upon  this  fy- 
flem,  would  coft  the  nation  more 
than  1500  of  its  own  levies.  A 
point  merely  fpeculative  was  alfo 
much  agitated,  the  miniilers  en- 
deavouring to  render  the  prefent 
great  expences  more  eligible,  by 
reprefenting  that  they  v*^ould  not  be 
lafting,  and  that  this  German  ad- 
dition to  the  forces  already  voted, 
would  be  fully  fu£cient  for.the  fub- 
jugation  of  the  Americans,  and 
the  bringing  of  the  war  to  a  -final 
and  happy  conclufion  in  the  enfu- 


ing  campaign.  It  was,  indeed, 
held  out,  thai  this  great  force  would 
in  all  likelihood  have  little  more 
to  do,  than  to  fhew  itfelf  and  re- 
turn. A  great  body  of  the  very 
bed  foldiery  in  Europe;  infpired 
only  with  military  maxims  and 
ideas,  too  well  difciplined  to  be 
diforderly  and  cruel,  and  too  mar- 
tial to  be  kept  back  by  any  falfe 
lenity,  could  not  fail  of  bringing 
matters  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 
This  meafure  would  prove  to  be 
true  oeconomy  as  well  as  irue  po- 
licy. If  a  little  more  levy-money 
was  paid  than  for  Britifh,  the  men 
we  had  were  trained,  not  raw 
troops;  and  as  for  the  continuance 
of  the  payment  for  fome  time  after 
the  war,  this  was  but  reafonable, 
as  the  Landgrave,  and  the  other 
Princes,  could  not  have  their 
troops  returned  to  them  as  fcon  as 
we  might  accept  the  fubmiflion  of 
the  rebels. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  was  confi- 
dently aflerted  on  the  fide  of  oppo- 
fidon,  that  neither  the  prefent,  nor 
any  other  force  we  were  able  to 
fend  out,  would  be  equal  to  an  ab- 
folute  conqueft  of  America,  either 
in  one,  or  in  two  campaigns,  and 
that  this  was  only  the  beginning, 
even  without  the  interference  of 
any  foreign  power,  of  the  motl 
ruinous  and  fatal  war  we  were  ever 
engaged  in.  The  queftion  upon 
the  miniiler*s  motion  being  put  af- 
ter two  o'clock,  it  was  carried  up- 
on a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  242, 
to  88. 

This    matter  was      .^      ,      ., 
u      •.      J      March  4th. 
again  much  agitated  ^ 

on  receiving  the  report  from  the 

Committee  of  Enquiry;  feveralob- 

jeftions    were    made    to    difi"erent 

parts  of  tHe  treaties,  and  feveral 

explanations  demanded  relative  to 

©ihers. 
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otHers,  which  were  cither  faid  to 
be  obfcure  in  themfelves,  or  to 
leave  fome  eflential  matter  unpro- 
vided for.  The  firft  refoiution  of 
the  committee  being  carried,  the 
following  motion  was  then  made 
by  Colonel  Barre,  and  agreed  to, 
**  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fenred  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  to 
defire  him  to  ufe  his  iniereft,  that 
the  German  troops  in  Britilh  pay, 
now  or  hereafter,  may  be  cloathed 
with  the  manufaftures  of  this 
country." 

c-h  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  affair  of  the 

^^  *  German  treaties  lefs  agi- 
tated in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  where 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  moved  for 
an  addrefs,  of  confiderable  length, 
to  his  Majelty,  which,  befides  fe- 
veral  pointed  obfervations  relative 
to  the  treaties  in  particular,  took 
in  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  fi- 
tuation  of  American  affairs  in  ge- 
neral,  and  the  probable  confe- 
quences  of  a  perleverance  in  the 
prefent  meafures,  all  tending  to 
give  weight  and  efficacy  to  a  re- 
queft,  that  his  Majeity  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  countermand 
the  march  of  the  troops  of  Heffe, 
Hanau,  and  Brunfwick  ;  and  like- 
wife  give  diredions  for  an  imme- 
diate fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  in 
America,  in  order  to  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  a  happy  and  permanent 
reconciliation  between  the  di- 
vided parts  of  this  diHradled  em- 
pire. 

The  noble  mover  took  a  moft 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  fubjeft. 
He  entered  into  an  hiftorical  detail 
of  the  feveral  treaties  which  had 
been  concluded  with  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe  from  the  year  1702 
to  the  prefent,  and  Ihewcd,  that  in 
every  fucceeding  treaty  from  the 
^rft  they  had  rifen    in   their   de. 


mands,  and  eilablilhed  every  frefh 
extortion  as  a  precedent  not  to  be 
departed  from  in  the  future.  That 
the  prefent  treaty,  however,  out- 
ftripped  all  others,  not  only  in 
point  of  impolition,  but  of  the 
unaccountable  and  uaprecedented 
conditions  which  it  included.  As 
to  the  firft,  he  Ihewed  from  various 
laborious  and  accurate  calculations, 
that  the  ufe  of  17,300  mercenaries 
for  the  prefent  year,  would  not, 
taking  in  all  contingencies,  coll 
the  nation  lefs  than  one  million 
and  a  half  fterling  ;  an  expence, 
he  maintained,  not  to  be  paral- 
leled in  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
fir  the  fervice  of  an  equal  number 
of  men. 

Thefe  matters,  however  f«rious 
in  the  prefent  miferable  flate  of 
our  finances,  and  the  enormous 
weight  of  public  burthens  we  groan 
under,  were  not,  he  faid,  what 
preffed  molt  forcibly  on  his  mind. 
It  was  the  tenor  of  the  treaties, 
the  ambiguous  terms  in  which  they 
were  conceived,  and  the  danger- 
ous precedents  they  eftablilhed  or 
Aid  into,  that  principally  called 
forth  his  attention,  and  gave  rife 
to  his  fears.  He  obferved,  he  faid, 
with  grief,  and  the  beft  founded 
jealoufy,  that  an  over-ruling  in- 
fluence had  for  fome  years  pall  per» 
vaded  our  councils;  that  this  in- 
fluence had  been  exercifed  in  ef- 
fefting  meafures  of  a  moft  danger- 
ous and  dark  complexion  ;  that  it 
fometiraes  made  its  approaches  by 
ftealth,  at  other  times  rendered  it- 
felf  vifible  in  open  day,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  a£ls  of  violence.  Hano- 
verians had  been  brought  into  the 
Eritifh  dominions  without  thecon- 
fent  of  parliament.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  place  Ireland  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners.  And  if 
[•/]  3  any 
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any  doubt  remained  of  the  ten- 
dency of  thofe  meafures,  it  was 
removed  by  thefe  treaties,  which 
afforded  the  mod  ample  matter  for 
great  and  ferious  alarm. 

He  obferved,  that  though  the 
treaties  exprefied  the  contrary  in 
wordp,  they  were  not  in  reality 
founded  upon  any  found  principle 
of  alliance,  or  reciprocal  fupport. 
They  contained  a  mere  mercenary 
Smithfield  bargain,  for  the  price 
of  a  certain  number  of  hirelings, 
who  were  bought  and  fold  like  fo 
many  beafts  for  flaughter.  There 
was  no  common  intereft  which  mu- 
tually bound  the  parties ;  and  if 
there  were,  both  our  conduft,  and 
that  of  thofe  Princes,  was  the  moll 
iingular  ever  known.  They  were 
to  be  fubfidizsd.  They  were  to 
have  levy-money.  They  were  to 
have  a  double  fubfidy.  Their 
corps  were  to  be  kept  up  compleat. 
They  were  to  be  paid  till  the 
troops  returned  to  their  refpedive 
coantries;  and  the  fubfidies  were 
to  be  continued  after  the  fervice. 

Yet  in  this  downright  mercena- 
ry bargain  of  fale  and  purchafe,  we 
were  bound,  that  if  any  of  thofe 
Princes  were  attacked,  or  (hoald 
wantonly  begin,  or  provoke  an 
attack,  for  the  engagement  was 
l-ef:  general  and  unconditional,  we 
ihould  aflift  them  with  our  i^tmolt 
force.  Thus,  we  were  not  only  to 
pay  double  for  the  affillance  of  a 
few  thoufands  of  foreign  mercena- 
ries, but  we  were  hefides  bound  in 
the  moft  folemn  engagements  to 
fupport  the  quarrels  and  interefts 
of  their  mailers ;  a  kind  of  con- 
tract, which  might,  not  impro- 
b:ibly,  involve  us  in  a  continental 
war'. 

He  then  reminded  the  Lords 
v^ho  had  fupported  the  late  peace 


of  Paris,  of  the  language  which 
they,  and  all  others  on  the  fame 
fide,  held  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war.  A  noble  Earl,  who 
then  prefided  at  theJiead  of  public 
affairs,  and  a  late  Duke,  who  con- 
cluded that  treaty,  with  all  their 
friends  and  partizans,  difclaimed 
in  words  and  in  writing,  both 
within  doors  and  without,  all  con- 
tinental connexions  of  whatever 
nature;  and  all  employment  of 
foreigners,  whatever  the  fervice  or 
neceffity.  They  admitted  them- 
felves,  that  the  enemy  were  at  our 
feet,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  fettlements  in  a  manner  cer- 
tain, yet  they  fubmitted  to  a  peace 
certainly  inadequate,  on  no  other 
ground  but  our  inability  to  raife 
taxes ;  they  faid,  that  the  national 
debt  was  too  enormous,  to  accept, 
even  this  advantage,  at  any  price: 
that  we  were  already  ruined  by 
fuccefs;  and  that  even  to  profecute 
certain  conqueft,  would  be  the 
height  of  political  phrenzy.  He 
afked,  what  extraordinary  change 
of  circumftances  had  fince  taken 
place,  that  now  renders  a  doubt- 
ful, and  in  any  c^fe  ruinous  civil 
war,  a  war  equally  incapable  of 
fame  and  advantage,  to  be  not 
only  thought  eligible,  but  to  be 
profecuted  with  a  degree  of  eager- 
nefs,  with  an  acrimonjcand  ma- 
lignity, unknown  upon  any  other 
occafion  ?  How  comes  the  repro- 
bated policy  of  employing  foreign 
forces  to  be  now  revived  ?  Will 
the  paying  off  feven  millions  of 
the  national  debt  in  thirteen  years 
peace,  jullify  this  change  of  {y- 
ilem,  when  the  extraordinary  ex* 
pences  of  the  enfuing  campaign 
will  amount  to  a  greater  fum  ?  Or 
will  it  hereafter  be  credited,  that 
they  are  the  fame  men  who  held 

thofe 


HISTORY  OF    EUROPE.       [*ij; 


thofe  do6lrines,  who  reduced  them 
into  praftice,  who  broke  off  all 
Continental  connexions,  and  who 
furrendered  the  fruits  of  a  mofl: 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  war,  to 
obtain  a  tranfient  and  inadequate 
peace,  who  are  the  framers  of  all 
the  prefent  meafures  ? 

That  claufe  in  the  9th  article  of 
the  Heffian  treaty,  which  provides 
that  the  crown  (hall  employ  thofe 
troops  as  it  thinks  proper  by  land 
in  Euroj^e,  was  much  commented 
on  by  the  noble  mover,  and  other 
lords  on  the  fame  fide,  and  re- 
prefented  as  bearing  a  moll  dark 
and  dangerous  complexion.  It  was 
alked,  what  country  in  Europe, 
except  thefe  kingdoms,  they  could 
be  employed  in  ?  what  military 
operations  were  intended  for  them 
hare  ?  Were  fuch  meafures  pro. 
pofed,  as  it  was  forefeen  would 
render  a  foreign  force  neceffary  in 
this  country  ?  And  was  a  civil  war 
here  alfo  intended,  to  round  the 
prefent  fyftem  ? 

All  the  American  quellions  were 
of  courfe  brought  up  in  the  fur- 
ther fupport  of  the  motion,  and  all 
the  old  ground  of  the  injuftice, 
inexpediency,  imprafticability,  the 
ruinous  efFeds,  and  fatal  tendency 
of  the  war,  again  gone  over.  It 
was  alfo  flrongly  urged,  that  as 
the  Americans  had  hitherto  ab- 
flained  from  applying  for  affiftance 
to  foreign  powers,  and  had  ven- 
tured to  commit  themfelves  fingly 
in  this  arduous  conteft,  rather  than 
have  recourfe  to  fo  odious  and 
dangerous  a  refuge,  it  was  the 
height  of  political  folly  and  mad- 
nefs  in  us,  to  induce  them  to  de- 
part from  that  temperate  ground, 
by  fetting  them  an  example  of  fo 
fatal  a  tendency.  For  it  cannot 
be  doubted,  if  this  dangerous  mea- 


fure  is  carried  into  execution,  that 
they  will  immediately  retaliate, 
and  think  themfelves  fully  juftified 
by  the  example,  in  forming  al- 
liances with  foreign  powers,  and 
hiring  foreign  forces,  (if  they  do 
not  procure  them  upon  terms  more 
advantageous  to  themfelves  and 
ruinous  to  us,)  to  oppofe  thofe 
mercenaries  whom  we  fend  for  their 
deitru6lion.  Nor  is  it  any  more 
to  be  doubted,  that  other  powers 
in  Europe,  of  a  very  different  caft 
and  order  from  thofe  of  Heffe, 
Brunfwick,  and  Hanau,  will  conli- 
der  themfelves,  to  be  fully  as  well 
entitled  to  interfere  in  our  domelHc 
quarrels.  And  thus,  whilft  in  the 
rage  and  madnefs  of  civil  conten- 
tion, the  ftrength  and  flower  of 
the  nation  is  exhaufted  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic,  we  fhall  lie 
open  and  defencelefs  to  the  attack^ 
of  our  mo'il  formidable  and  vindic- 
tive enemies. 

It  was  contended,  that  thefe, 
and  numberlefs  other  evils  whici 
were  ftated,  would  be  prevented 
or  remedied,  by  a  compliance  with 
the  motion  ;  and  that  parliament 
would  thereby  have  time  and  op» 
portunity  to  propofe  fuch  condi- 
tions, as  the  ultimatum  of  its  de- 
mands, as  it  would  be  fitting  for 
Great-Britain  to  offer,  and  for 
America,  as  a  great  conllituent 
part  of  the  empire,  to  accept. 

The  minifters  defended  the  trea- 
ties upon  the  fame  ground  in  ge. 
neral,  on  which  they  had  beea 
fupportedin  the  houfe  of  commons. 
The  principal  llrefs  was  laid  upoa 
the  llrong  plea  of  neceflity,  which 
covered  the  meafure  at  large.  As 
to  particular  objedlions,  they  con- 
tended, that  upon  the  whole,  the 
terms  were  more  reafonable  than 
could  have  been  expe<^ed.     That 
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^he  fuddennefs  of  the  requifition, 
the  known  neceflity  from  which  it 
proceeded,  together  with  the  no- 
velty, diltance,  length  of  fea  voy- 
age, and  other  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances  particularly  attending 
this  fervice,  would  have  warranted 
much  higher  demands.  That  the 
treaties  were  framed  in  conformity 
to  eftablifhed  ufageand  precedent. 
That  the  undertaking  the  defence 
of  the  German  IJates  from  vyhom 
we  hired  troops,  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  to  operate  towards  bringing 
on  a  war  in  Germany  ;  that  the 
pompous  high-founding  phrafes  of 
alliance,  were  mere  founds,  a  form 
of  words  which  conveyed  no  mean- 
ing, and  which  confequently  could 
not  be  fuppofed,  or  intended,  to 
be  binding.  That  the  fuppofed 
articles  of  expence  were  over-rated 
in  the  calculations  held  out  by  the 
noble  duke;  but  fuppofing  itother- 
\vife,  and  that  they  had  even  been 
ftjU  greater,  the  neceflity  which 
induced  the  meafure,  would  of 
jcourfe  have  compelled  our  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  terms.  That  if 
the  war  was  finifhed  in  one  cam- 
paign, an  event  which  there  was 
^verv  reafon  to  expeft,  or  even  in 
two^  the  terms  would  be  found  not 
onlyreafonable,  but  highly  favour- 
able on  our  fide.  It  was,  indeed, 
^acknowledged,  tHat  if  the  war  was 
prolonged  to  a  more  dirtant  period, 
they  mu(|  from  their  nature  be- 
come difadvantageous  ;  but  this 
was  fo  totally  improbable  as  not  to 
inerit  confjderatidn. 

On  the  whole  what  were  they  to 
do  ?  Were  they  to  fit  flill",  and  tp  fuf- 
feran  independent  hoftiie  empire  to 
arife  out  6(  an  unprovoked  rebel- 
lion ?  Were  they  tamely  to  fuffer 
the  trade  of  the  American  colonies^ 
the  qbjeft  of  fo  much  care,  atten- 


tion, and  expence,  of  fo  many  law3 
and  fo  many  wars,  to  be  given  away 
to  foreigners,  merely  from  a  fcruple 
of  employing  foreign  forces,  to 
preferve  to  ourfelves  the  benefits 
fo  truly  our  own  and  fo  dearly  pur- 
chafed  ?  If  we  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  becaufe  Britilh  blood 
is  flied  in  a  Brififh  quarrel,  what 
can  the  Americans  reafonably  ob- 
ject to  it  ?  They  in  effeft,  by  re- 
fufing  to  contribute  to  its  fupport, 
deny  themfelves  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  and  therefore  mak- 
ing themfelves  foreigners,  they 
cannot  complain  that  foreigners 
are  employed  againft  them.  They 
faid,  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  iheir  retaliating  upon  us. That 
the  other  powers  who  have  colonies 
in  America,  know  too  well  the 
danger  and  mifchief  of  a  rebellion 
on  the  prefent  principles,  to  give 
it  any  fort  of  countenance.  That 
princes  indeed  are  governed  more 
by  policy  than  equity  ;  but  in  this 
inftance  their  policy  is  our  fecuri- 
ty.  But  if  they  (hould  be,  con- 
trary to  all  appearance  and  proba- 
bility, willing  to  countenance  this 
rebellion  from  a  defire  of  partaking 
in  an  open  trade,  and  lowering  the 
importance  of  this  country,  the 
terrible  confequences  which  would 
arife  from  fuch  an  event,  leave 
no  room  for  deliberation  ;  but  re- 
quire that  we  fhould  crufh  this  in- 
fant rebellion,  with  every  force  of 
every  kind,  before  foreigners  can 
take  advantage  of  it. 

It  was  obfervable  in  thf5,  and 
fome  late  debates,  that  as  melan- 
choly pictures  were  drawn  of  the 
fituation  to  which  this  country 
would  be  reduced  by  the  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  in  order  therefrom  to 
induce  the  moil  vigorous  coercion, 
as  had    heretofore,  in   the  earlier 
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Jlages  of  this  bufinefs,  been  exhi- 
bited by  tlie  oppofition,  for  the 
very  different  purpofe,  of  prevenc- 
jng  thofe  coercive  meafures,  which 
they  apprehended,  or  faid,  would 
lead  to  the  prefent  unhappy  crifis. 

The  debates  were  long  and  in- 
terefting,  and  contained  a  great 
deal  of  curious,  though  much  of  it 
was  extraneous  matter.  Among 
other  fubjeds  which  lay  out  of  the 
direft  line  of  debate,  the  cruelty 
and  impolicy  with  which  the  war 
was  carried  on  in  America,  by 
ruining  the  country,  and  burning 
commercial  and  defencelefs  towns, 
was  much  infifted  on  by  the  oppo- 
fition. The  recent  deflrudlion  of 
Norfolk  in  Virginia,  which,  they 
faid,  was  principally  inhabited  by 
people  violently  attached  to  the 
king's  government,  with  the  new 
and  particular  circumftance  of  its 
being  tranfa£led  under  the  gover- 
nor's ^orders,  was  commented  upon 
with  the  greatefl  feverity,  and  re- 
probated in  the  llrongeft  terms. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  took  an  adive  part 
upon  this  occafion  in  fupportof  the 
motion;  declaring  his  entire  dif- 
approbation  of  the  condudl  of  the 
minillers,  and  of  the  prefent  Ame- 
rican fyftem.  He  alfo  pathetically 
lamented,  that  **  Brunfwickers, 
who  once,  to  their  great  honour, 
were  employed  in  the  defence  of 
the  liberties  of  the  fubject,  Ihould 
now  be  fent  to  fubjugate  his  liber- 
ties, in  another  part  of  this  vaft 
empire."  The  motion  was  re- 
jedled  by  the  ufual  majority,  the 
numbers  upon  adivifion  being  loo, 
including  21  proxies,  to  32,  includ- 
ing 3  proxies,  who  fupported  the 
^uellion.  It  was,  however,  at- 
tended with  an  unufual  protell, 
which  only  reciting  the  terms  of 


the  propofed  addrefs,  concluded 
with  the  fignatures  of  the  refpec- 
tive  protelling  peers  to  a  filent 
difient. 

The  fecretary  at  war  gave  notice 
about  this  time,  that  he  would 
move,  at  a  Ihort  fpecified  day,  for 
a  fupply,  to  the  amount  of 
845,165  1.  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  land 
forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  9th  of  March  1775, 
and  3 1  ft  of  January  1776.  This  vaft 
demand  for  extraordinaries,  incur- 
red in  fo  fliort  a  time,  and  in  fo 
confined  and  inefficacious  a  fervice, 
rouzed  all  the  vigour,  and  awaken- 
ed all  the  fire  of  oppofition  ;  which 
feemed  upon  this  occafion  to  blaze 
out  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  for  a  time 
to  dazzle  and  confound  adminiftra« 
tion. 

They  examined  the  journals  to 
fhew,  that  neither  the  glorious 
campaign  of  1704,  which  faved  the 
German  empire,  and  broke  and 
ruined  that  military  force  which 
had  been  for  half  a  century  the 
fcourge  and  terror  of  Europe,  nor 
that  of  1760,  which  gave  us  the 
vaft  continent  of  North  America, 
had  in  any  degree  equalled  in  ex- 
pence,  the  (hameful  campaign  of 
Bofton  in  1775.  They  endeavour- 
ed to  prove  by  various  calculations, 
that  the  maintenance  of  8,500, 
wretched,  difgraced,  and  half- 
ftarved  forces  in  Boflon,  had  not 
coft  the  nation  much  lefs,  in  a  pe- 
riod fhortof  a  year,  than  an  hun- 
dred pounds  each  man.  They 
called  upon  the  minifters  toanfwer, 
and  examined  the  ftate  of  national 
finance  to  enquire,  in  what  manner 
we  were  capable  of  fupporting,  in 
the  prefent  and  future  campaigns, 
50,000  men  in  America  at  a  pro- 
l^ortional  expeace,  cxclufive  of  tha 
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naval,  ordnance,  and  other  charges, 
of  our  Handing  expences,  and  of 
the  hazard  of  a  foreign  war. 

All  the  powers  of  eloquence  were 
difplayed,  in  defcribing  jn  the 
moft  glowing  colours,  the  fucceiTes 
and  glories  of  queen  Anne's, 
and  of  the  laft  war.  The  names 
of  Godolphin  and  Pitt  were  re- 
echoed ;  whilft  all  the  force  of 
wit  and  ridicule  was  exhaufled,  in 
contrafting  the  fituaiion  and  cir~ 
cumftances  of  thofe  feafons,  with 
the  prefent.  Blenheim  and  Schel- 
lenburgh,  were  oppofed  to  Lex- 
ington and  Bunker's  Hill ;  and  to 
compleat  the  group,  the  river 
Myftic  was  for  once  placed  in  the 
fanie  view  with  the  Danube. 

The  minifters  feemed  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  nearly  overwhelnifed 
by  the  torrent.  But  finding  its  ve- 
hernence  rather  to  increaie  than 
lefTen,  they  at  length  refted  for 
fupport  upon  the  Srong  fanftion 
of  parliament.  They  faid,  that 
they  had  afted  in  this  bufinefs  from 
the  beginning,  not  only  with  the 
concurrence,  but  t^e  approbation 
of  parliament ;  that  they  had  not 
fought  it,  nor  taken  it  op  wan- 
tonly; they  had  found  it  ;  it  was 
a  legacy  left  by  their  predecefTors, 
and  of  which  they  found  parliament 
in  pofieffion.  That  whenever  that 
body  fhould  think  it  neceffary  to 
alter  its  condud:  or  opinions  ;  to 
abandon,  or  to  mollify  the  prefent 
meafures,  they  would  readily  give 
up  their  own  opinions,  and  ac- 
quiefce  in  either  ;  but  whilft  they 
iound  themfelves  in  polfeffion  of 
the  fuH  confidence  and  approbation 
of  a  great  majority  of  that  houfe, 
they  never  would  defert  the  truft 
repofed  in  them,  but  would  conti- 
nue to  fulfil  their  duty  at  all  events. 
And  that  there  were  only  two  lim- 


ple  quefiions  ari/ing  on  this  mat- 
ter, whether  the  money  had  been 
properly  applied  ?  and  whether  the 
meafures  that  induced  the  expen- 
diture were  neceffary  ?  that  the  firlt 
would  in  due  time  be  authenticat- 
ed by  the  proper  vouchers,  and 
parliament  had  already  repeatedly 
given  its  fanftion  to  the  fecond. 
That,  as  to  the  inglorious  appear- 
ance of  the  campaign,  they  faid 
that  it  had  the  fame  origin  with 
all  the  reft  of  our  misfortunes,  too 
good  an  opinion  of  the  Americans. 
That  it  was  never  believed,  that 
they  could  be  wicked  enough  to 
unite  with  the  Maflachufets  Bay  in 
rebellion,  nor  confequently  able  to 
fhut  up  his  majelty's  forces  in 
Bofton,  and  prevent  the  fupply 
which  the  abundance  of  that  coun- 
try yielded.  That  now  our  eyes 
are  opened  ;  and  the  meafures  taken 
in  confequence,  mull  open  the  way 
to  abundance  ;  and  it  was  then  to 
be  hoped,  that  it  would  not  "be  ne- 
ceffary to  fend  all  their  provifion 
from  Europe.  At  prefent  indeed 
it  was  unhappily  neceffary  ;  and 
whatever  the  expence  might  be, 
they  could  not  juHify  themfelves 
in  ftarving  either  the  army  or  the 
caufe.  That  the  vigour  and  gene- 
rofity  of  this  feffion  would  give 
repofe  and  ceconomy  to  the  next. 

On  the  fecond  day's  de-  , 

bate,  when. the  motion  was 
regularly  made,  after  a  very  warm 
difcuffion,  the  queftion  was  carried 
on  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of  i8o, 
to  57.  It  was,  however,  fcarcely 
lefs  debated  on  the  following  day, 
upon  receiving  the  report  from  the 
committee. 

That  vaft  and  invincible  majo- 
rity, which  had  hitherto  overruled 
every  propofal  of  the  fame  nature, 
was  not  fufficieut  to  deter  the  duke 
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of  Grafton  from  ftill  trying,  whe- 
ther an  attempt  towards  a  reconci- 
liation with  the  colonies  might  not 
be  received  in  fome  new  form,  or 
in  fome  manner  rendered  palata- 
t  ble.  He  accordingly  mov- 
'^  '  ed  for  an  addrefs,  that  in 
order  to  prevent  the  further  eftufion 
of  blood,  and  to  man i fell  how 
defirous  the  king  and  parliament 
are  to  reflore  peace  to  all  the  do- 
minions of  the  crown,  and  how 
earneftly  they  wiih  to  redrefs  any 
real  grievances  of  his  majefty's 
fubjeAs,  a  proclamation  might  be 
ifTued,  declaring,  that  if  the  co- 
lonies, within  a  reafonable  time 
before,  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  deftined  for  America,  fhall 
prefent  a  petition  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  o'-  to  the  commiflioners 
to  be  appointed  under  the  late  adl ; 
fetting  forth  in  fuch  petition, 
which  is  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his 
majefly,  what  they  confider  to  be 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievan- 
ces ;  that  in  fuch  cafe,  his  majefty 
will  confent  to  a  fufpenlion  of 
arms  ;  and  that  he  has  authority 
from  his  parliament  to  afTure  them, 
that  their  petition  Ihall  be  re- 
ceived, confidered,  and  anfwered. 
The  great  objeft  of  this  motion 
feems  to  have  been  to  remedy  the 
defeds  of  the  late  prohibitory,  or 
capture  aft  ;  which,  as  the  oppo- 
fition  had  all  along  contended,  held 
out  a  delufive  fhew  of  peace,  with- 
out furnifhing  any  means,  or  con- 
taining any  powers,  by  which  that 
objeft  could  poffibly  be  attained, 
Befides  the  general  arguments 
which  the  fubjedl  afforded,  the 
noble  mover  fpecified  two  particu- 
lar circumftances,  which  rendered 
a  compliance  with  the  motion,  or 
the  adoption  of  fome  equivalent 
fublliiute,  at  this  time  abfolutely 
ncceliary.     The  firll  of  thefe  was 


the  new  doftrine  of  unconditional 
fubmijjion  on  the  fide  of  America, 
which  had  been  held  out  in  the 
other  houfe  by  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  depart- 
ment ; — The  fecond,  was  the  in- 
telligence, which  the  noble  duke 
had  himfelf  received,  that  two 
French  gentlemen  had  fome  time 
before  gone  to  North  America, 
where  they  had  held  a  conference 
with  General  Wafhington  at  his 
camp,  and  were  by  him  referred 
to  the  Continental  Congrefs,  to 
which  they  immediately  repaired. 
To  prevent  or  remedy  the  ill  effefts 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  former, 
and  the  confequent  opinion  that 
it  was  the  eftablifhed  political  doc- 
trine of  Great  Britain,  mull  ne- 
ceffarily  produce  upon  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  extremities  to  which 
it  would  naturally  drive  them, 
he  inferred  the  neceffity  of  fome 
fpecific  declaration  from  parlia- 
ment, the  laying  of  fome  ground 
open  for  accommodation,  and 
throwing  fo  much  light  upon  it, 
as  would  enable  them  in  fome  de- 
gree to  judge,  what  conditions  we 
were  willing  to  grant,  or  what 
conceffion  to  accept ;  and  would  at 
leaft  relieve  them  from  the  hor- 
rors, and  difarm  them  of  the  rage, 
which  the  bare  idea  of  uncondi- 
tional fubmiflion  mult  neceflarily 
excite.  The  latter  circumftance, 
not  only  Ihewed  the  immediate 
danger  of  the  interference  of  fo- 
reigners in  our  civil  contention  ; 
but  what  was  ftill  more  alarming, 
gave  too  much  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  the  interference  was 
already  commenced,  and  that  from 
a  molt  dangerous,  and  naturally 
hollile  quarter. 

This  day  will  perhaps  hereafter 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
important  in  th*  Eng  li/h  Hiftory 
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'  It  deeply  fixed  a  new  colour  upon 
our  public  affairs.  It  was  decifive, 
on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  with 
refped  to  America  ;  and  may  pof- 
fibly  hereafter  be  compared  with, 
and  confidered  as  preliminary  to 
that,  on  which,  unhappily,  in  a 
few  months  after,  the  indepen- 
dence of  that  continent  was  de- 
clared on  the  other,  Adminiftra- 
tion  now,  and  their  numerous 
friends,  totally  changed  their  ilile 
and  language  upon  that  fubjed. 
All  modifications  were  laid  afide; 
all  former  opinions  and  decla- 
rations done  away;  conciliation, 
they  faid,  was  little  lefs  than  im- 
pradicable  ;  and  that  if  any  thing 
could  be  added  to  the  difficulties 
of  fuch  a  fchemc,  it  would  be  by 
conceflion.  The  tone  of  the  houfe 
of  lords  was  much  higher  than 
that  of  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
ever  been,  although  the  language 
was  grown  much  more  fi^rmand  de- 
termined there  alfo  than  it  had 
been  at  the  beginning  of  the  (ef- 
iion.  No  alternative  now  feemed 
to  be  left,  between  abfolute  con- 
queft  and  unconditional  fubmif- 
jfion. 

The  debates  were  long  and  va- 
rious, and  notwithflanding  the 
beaten  ground  which  was  travelled 
•over,  would  at  another  feafon  have 
been  interefcing.  Molt  of  the  con- 
fiderable  fpeakers  on  both  fides 
took  a  large  Ihare  in  them.  Much 
altercation  and  contradidlion  took 
place,  between  feveral  lords  who 
were  of  the  cabinet  in  the  years 
1767,  and  1769,  relative  to  the 
American  mealures  which  were  at 
thofe  times  adopted.  Much  point- 
ed and  diredl  animadverfion  took 
place  between  two  great  law  lords, 
one  of  whom  has  long  been  out  of 
oflic?.     The  queftion    being    put 


after  ii  o'clock  at  night,  the  mo* 
tion  was  rejeded  by  a  majority  of 
91,  including  20  proxies,  to  31, 
including  three  proxies. 

A    bill   for   the   efta-  .p^  ' 

blifhment  of  a  militia  ^^^'  ^^J'* 
in  Scotland,  had  been  brought  In 
before  the  holidays  by  lord  Mount, 
llewart  ;  but  from  the  very  re- 
markable negledl  of  attendance 
which  prevailed,  and  the  defn^. 
of  having  a  matter  which  in-  ^ 
eluded  a  clalhing  of  interelb  be- 
tween both  parts  of  the  kingdom 
difcufled  in  full  houfes,  it  hung 
over  duiing  the  greater  part  of  the 
felTion.  Befides  the  apparent  weight 
and  fan*^ion  of  adminiftration,  this 
bill  was  eagerly  patronized  by  the 
gentlemen  of  North  Britain  ;  but 
notwithftanding  thefe  powerful 
fupports,  it  met  with  a  ftrcng, 
and  at  length  effedual  oppofition. 
Many  of  the  country  gentlemen 
were  extremely  jealous  of  this  no- 
vel attempt.  In  this  conteft,  it 
was  ably  controverted  in  all  its 
ftages  ;  and  though  the  views  of 
the  oppofition  avowedly  extended 
from  the  beginning  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  whole,  yet  frequent 
amendments  were  propofed,  and 
new  claufes  continually  cfiered ; 
fo  that  it  afi*orded  a  very  confider- 
able  fund  of  debate  ;  the  divifions 
run  very  clofe,  and  the  utmoft  can- 
dour and  fairnefs  was  praftifed  on 
both  fides. 

]t  was  in  general  fupported  upon 
the  utility  of  a  militia  as  a  na- 
tional defence.  That  as  England 
found  it  at  prefent  necefl'ary  to 
ftrengthen  and  render  more  effec- 
tual that  mode  of  defence,  the 
caufes  which  operate  here  muH 
hold  equally  good  with  refpefl  to 
the  other  part  of  the  united  king- 
dom.    That  the  conllant  loyalty, 

and 
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and  invariable  attachment  to  go- 
vernment, which  the  Scotch  have 
fhewn  for  many  years  pall,  had 
entirely  removed  thofe  objedions 
which  might  have  formerly  ope- 
rated in  oppofing  fuch  a  meafure. 
And  that  the  retaining  fuch  an  in- 
vidious dillindion,  ferved  only 
to  keep  alive  ancient  jealoufies, 
and  to  nouriih  odious  prejudices 
and  malignities. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  ob- 
jefted  to,  on  the  general  ground 
of  expence,  there  being  no  necef- 
fity  nor  occafion  for  a  militia  in 
Scotland.  That  it  was  increafing 
the  dangerous  and  unconftitutionai 
power  of  the  crown,  which  was 
already  greater,  than  had  ever 
hitherto  been  deemed  confident 
with  public  liberty.  That  a  mi- 
litia was  local,  and  immediately 
paid  by  the  land-owners  for  their 
protection  and  defence.  That 
Scotland  only  paid  one-fortieth  to 
the  land-tax,  the  very  fpecific  tax, 
cut  of  which  all  the  expences  of  a 
militia  were  to  be  drawn,  and  yet 
fhe  would  hold  one  fifth  in  the 
proportion  of  numbers  to  be  em- 
bodied in  both  kingdoms.  That 
the  difproportion  in  point  of  re. 
prefentation,  was  equally  to  be 
confidered,  though  not  fo  great, 
being  on  her  fide  one  eleventh  to 
the  whole.  That  it  was  highly 
unreafonable  in  the  people  of  that 
country,  and  carried  the  moll  glar- 
ing abfurdity  in  the  very  face  of 
the  propofition,  to  apply  to  par- 
liament for  a  Scotch  militia,  when 
five-fixths  of  the  expence  to  be  in- 
curred by  that  ellablilhment,  mull 
be  paid  by  Englilh  land-owners. 
If  file  is  in  love  with  a  militia, 
and  wants  to  be  put  on  a  footing, 
with  England  in  refpeft  to  conlli- 
tutional  defence,  let  her  take  the 


inftitution  with  all  its  confquen- 
ces  of  pay  as  well  as  of  ellablifli- 
ment  ;  let  the  expence  be  raifed 
by  a  cefs  upon  the  lands  there, 
which  can  well  afford  it,  from 
their  being  at  prefent  fo  much  un- 
der-rated to  the  land-tax.  How- 
ever exceptionable  the  meafure  is 
in  other  refpedls,  in  point  of  ex- 
pence,  this  will  be  fubftantial 
jullice.  But  furely,  the  Englilh 
mufl  exped  to  become  objeds  of 
the  contempt  or  pity  of  all  man- 
kind, if  they  fubmitted  to  be  the 
dupes  to  fo  abfurd  and  monllrous 
a  propofition  as  the  prefent. 

To  thefe  objeClions  it  was  re- 
plied, that  Scotland  was  taxed  ac- 
cording to  her  ability  as  well  as 
England.  That  though  the  land- 
tax  was  under-rated,  other  taxes 
were  not  fo.  That  a  great,  if  no: 
the  greater  part  of  the  rents  of 
Scotland  were  fpent  in  England. 
That  the  people  of  that  country 
confumed  vail  quantities  of  Englifh 
manufadlures,  befides  Eaft  India 
goods,  and  other  foreign  commo- 
dities, purchafed  here,  by  which 
means  they  were  virtually  taxed, 
and  bore  a  great  fhare  of  our  ex- 
pences. That  the  arguments  novr 
brought  only  proved,  that  Scot- 
land was  not  fo  fully  reprefented 
in  the  Britiih  parliament  as  ihe 
ought  to  be,  nor  fo  opulent  as 
England  ;  two  matters  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  prefenc 
queilion.  And  that  it  could  not 
have  been  expedled,  that  a  pro- 
pofal  for  general  and  national  de- 
fence, Ihould  have  been  confidered 
in  the  narrow  view  of  provincial 
jealoufy. 

Both  parties  havin?  «*      1        , 
mullercd  their  force!  *^"'^''^°"'- 
as  well  as  the  prefent  Hate  of  at- 
tendance would  admit,  upon  the 

day 
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day  appointed  for  receiving  the 
report  from  the  committee  after  the 
fecond  reading,  the  bill  was  thrown 
out  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority 
of  1 12  1095.  The  minifter  found 
himfelf  in  an  unufual  fituation 
upon  this  occafion,  having  divided 
in  the  minority. 

It  may  be  necelTary  to  take  fome 
notice  of  an  affair  which  about  this 
time  made  a  great  noife  in  the 
city,  occafioned  much  difcontent 
amongft  the  merchants,  and  was 
at  length,  though  without  effed, 
brought  into  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment. A  claufe  in  the  late  prohi- 
bitory aft,  which  enabled  the  ad- 
miralty to  grant  licences  to  vefTels 
for  conveying  ftores  and  provifions 
to  the  forces  upon  the  American 
fervice,  had  been  made  ufe  of  to 
countenance  a  trade  in  individuals 
who  were  favoured,  by  which,  it 
was  faid,  that  a  monopoly  was 
formed,  and  the  American  trade 
was  transferred  from  the  an- 
cient merchants,  and  known  trad- 
ers, to  a  few  obfcure  perfons  of 
no  account  or  condition  ;  and  an 
illicit  commerce  eltabliflied  under 
the  fandion  of  that  bill,  which 
was  utterly  fubverfive  of  one  of  its 
principal  apparent  objeds. 

It  appears  that  thefe  licences 
were  very  loofely  compofed,  and 
very  carelefsly  granted  ;  that  the 
commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  did 
not  chufe  to  interfere  much  in  the 
bufinefs ;  that  though  the  licences 
were  recalled  and  fome  alterations 
made  in  them,  this  meafure  pro- 
duced little  efFeft  ;  and  that  even, 
when  the  noife  grew  loud,  and 
fomething  like  a  parliamentary 
enquiry  was  announced  or  begun, 
though  fome  of  the  goods  were 
unlhipped,  yet  in  general  the 
fcheme  fucceeded  ;  the  fhips  which 
had  cleared  out  for  Boilon^  onl/ 
10 


altering  the  deftination  of  their 
voyage,  and  taking  a  new  clear- 
ance for  Halifax  and  Canada,  with 
liberty  to  go  to  any  other  port  in 
America.  It  appeared  in  evidence 
before  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
by  thefe  and  other  means,  a  greater 
quantity  of  all  manner  of  goods 
calculated  for  the  North  American 
market,  had  been  fhipped  within 
a  few  weeks,  than  was  done  in 
any  of  the  ufual  feafons  of  export- 
ation. 

A  great  clamour  was  raifcd  in 
the  city.  It  was  faid  that  it  was 
exceedingly  grievous  to  the  great 
body  of  American  merchants,  who 
had  already  fuffered  fo  feverely  in 
coniequence  of  thefe  troubles,  and 
who  in  obedience  to  the  late  aft  of 
parliament,  were  at  this  very  time 
linking  under  the  incumbrance  of 
a  vaft  quantity  of  goods,  which 
they  had  purchafed  for  that,  and 
for  which  they  could  find  no  other 
market,  to  fee  the  trade,  which 
for  a  number  of  years  they  had 
condufted  with  the  greatell  repu- 
tation and  fairnefs,  fmuggled  out 
of  their  hands,  by  a  fet  of  nomi- 
nal merchants  and  unknown  ad- 
venturers. The  injury  was  ren- 
dered flill  the  more  grievous,  by 
being  committed  under  the  colour 
of  law,  and  under  the  licence  of 
authority. 

The  firfl  public  notice  that  was 
taken  of  this  bufinefs  was  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  where  the  earl  of 
Effingham,  a  little  before  the  re- 
cefsat  Ealler,  madea  motion  which 
was  agreed  to,  that  lifts  of  thofe 
fhips,  and  of  their  cargoes,  as  well 
as  the  licences  which  were  granted 
by  the  admiralty,  Ihould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe. 

We  fuppofe,  that  the  holidays, 
together  with  the  dutchefsof  King- 
fton's  trial,  prevented  the  matter 

from 
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from  being  more  immediately  pur- 
fued  in  that  houfe.  However  that 
was,  it  was  taken  up  in  the  houfe 
--  t  of  commons  by  the  lord 
May  2d.  j^^yQ^^  ^ho   moved    for 

SL  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
whole  tranfaftion.  Adminiflration 
fcemed  very  fore  and  very  angry 
upon  this  occafion ;  and,  as  the 
oppofition  faid,  ufed  every  poflible 
means  to  baffle  or  defeat  the  en- 
quiry. They  faid  it  proceeded 
from  ill  temper  and  malignity, 
and  was  only  intended  to  embar- 
rafs  and  diftrefs  government ;  and 
foretold  truly,  that  it  would  come 
to  nothing.  Some  faid  that  the 
matters  complained  of  were  too 
trifling  for  notice,  and  were  only 
intended  for  theeafe,  benefit,  and 
comfort  of  the  troops ;  others  went 
fo  fat  as  to  infift,  that  the  aft  was 
not  violated,  and  that  provifions 
and  (lores  included  every  thing  that 
could  adrainifter  to  the  wants  or 
luxuries  of  man  or  woman.  The 
minifter,  however,  at  length  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  powers  given 
in  the  adt  had  been  mifunder flood, 
and  the  licences  abufed  ;  but  that 
as  thcfe  matters  were  already  rec- 
tified, and  a  flop  put  to  the  mif- 
chief,  their  lofing  time  at  this  late 
feafon  in  fuch  an  enquiry  could 
anfwer  nopurpofe.  He  afterwards 
praftifed  a  manoeuvre,  which  he 
knew  would  efi^edually  check  its 
progrefs,  by  agreeing  in  part  with 
the  motion,  but  changing  the 
mode  of  enquiry,  from  an  open 
or  feleft  committee  up  flairs,  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
within  doors. 

g.  In  this  committee,  fevcral 

witnefl'eswereexamined,  and 
among  other  matter  that  appear- 
ed^  it  came  out,  that  one  of  thofe 
nominal  merchants^   and  a  pria- 


cipal  aftorin  this  bu{inefs,whohad 
freighted  five  large  fliips  with  the 
moft  valuable  commodities,  was  fo 
totally  unqualified  for  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking, that  he  hawked  about 
a  letter  in  the  city  from  a  very 
confiderable  olHcer  belonging  to 
the  treafury,  in  order  to  obtain 
goods  upon  that  credit.  It  was 
faid  by  the  oppofition,  that  fome 
of  the  principal  witnefles  were  fent 
purpofely  out  of  the  way  ;  that  the 
papers  which  the  houfe  demanded, 
and  which  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  purpofes  of  the  enqui- 
ry, were  defignedly  held  back  at 
fome  of  the  public  oflices  ;  they 
were  therefore  defirous  to  poftpone 
it  for  a  few  days,  until  the  proper 
information  could  be  obtained, 
and  accordingly  moved  the  queftion 
of  adjournment  at  three  feveral 
times,  but  were  conftantly  over- 
powered by  a  majority.  At  length, 
after  being  kept  up  till  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  minifler  dif- 
folved  the  committee  (without  its 
coming  to  any  refolution  whatever) 
by  the  previous  queftion,  "  That 
the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair,"  which  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  105  to  31. 

On  the  13th  the  earl  of  Effing- 
ham revived  the  matter  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  by  moving  that 
the  neceflary  papers  ftiould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  in  order  to  pro- 
fecute  the  enquiry  in  the  enfuing 
feflion.  This  brought  on  very 
warni  debates,  and  fome  farther 
extraordinary  matter,  than  what 
had  appeared  in  the  other  houfe, 
was  laid  before  the  lords.  The 
nicencfsof  fituation  at  length  pre- 
vailed, and  the  minifters  confented 
to  the  motion. 

The  bufinefs  being  all  carried 
through,  and  a  voce  vf  credit  ob* 

taiat4 
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tained  for  a  million  to  anfwer  any 
intermediate  fervice,  an  end  was 
-_  J      at  length  put  to  the  fef- 

M^y23d.     fion.     The  fpeech  from 
the  throne  contained  nothing  very 
ftriking.     The    ufual    fatisfadlion 
in    their    conduft  was    exprefled. 
Information   was    given,    that   no 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
ftate  of  foreign   affairs,  and  that 
the  affurances  received  of  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the    feveral   European 
powers,   promifed   a    continuance 
of  the    general    tranquillity.      A 
regret  was  exprefled  for  the  extra- 
ordinary fupplies   which     it    had 
been    neceflary  to    demand ;  and 
thanks  given  to  the  commons  for 
the   readinefs    and   difpatch  with 
which  they  were  granted  ;  as  well 
as  an  acknowledgment,  that  they 
had  Ihewn  an  equal  regard   to  the 
exigencies  of  the  fervice,  and  the 
eafe  of  the  people,  in  the  manner 
of  raifing  themi     A  proper  fruga- 
lity was  promifed.     It  was  obferv- 


ed,  that  they  were  engaged  In  a 
great  national  caufe,  the  profecu- 
tion  of  which  muft  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties,  and  much 
expence  ;  but  when  they  confider 
that  the  eflential  rights  and  inte- 
refls  of  the  whole  empire  are  deep- 
ly concerned  in  the  ifl*ue  of  it,  and 
can  have  no  fafety  or  fecurity  but 
in  that  conftitutional  fubordina- 
tion  for  which  they  are  contending, 
it  affords  a  conviflion  that  they 
will  not  think  any  price  too  high 
for  fuch  objeds.  A  hope  was  IHU 
entertained,  that  his  rebellious 
fubjefts  would  be  awakened  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  errors,  and  by  a  vo- 
luntary return  to  their  duty,  juftify 
the  reiloration  of  harmony  ;  but 
if  a  due  fubmiffion  Ihould  not 
be  obtained  from  fuch  motives  and 
difpofitions  on  their  part,  it  was 
trufted,thatitfliould  beeffeftuated 
by  a  full  exertion  of  the  great  forc« 
with  which  they  had  eniruHed  hi* 
majefty. 


C  k  A  P. 
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Dijireffes  of  the  army  at  Bcjion  during  the  'winter.  New  batteries  opened, 
and  the  tonvn  bombarded.  Embarkation.  Cau  Ho-we  departs  nviih  the 
army  tc  Halifax.  Siege  of^ehec  raifed.  Rebels  repulfed  at  T^ree  Rivers, 
Mo7itreali  Chamblee^  and  St.  John^s  retaken  ;  all  C.mad.i  recovered,* 
Regulators  and  Emigrants  totally  defeated  and  difperfcd  in  North  Caro- 
lina. Hopkins  ftrips  the  Bahama  IJlands  of  Jiores  and  artillery.  Lord 
Dunmore  abandons  the  coajl  of  Virginia  ;  Fugiti'ves  difverfed.  Sir  Peter 
Parker^ s  fquadron^  nvith  Lord  Corwwallis  and  troops y  arri<ve  at  Cape 
Peary  ivhere  they  meet  Gen.  Clintofi  ;  proceed  to  Charlejionjon.  Attack  on 
Sullivan's  If  and.  Circular  letters  from  the  Congrefs  for  the  ejlahlijhmeni 
of  neiv  governments  in  the  colonies.  Declaration  of  Independency .  Lord 
and  Gen.  Hoiue  appointed  CommiJJioners  for  rcforing  Peace  in  the  ColO'm 
/lits.  Gen.  Hoive,  tuith  the  army,  land  at  Staten  IJland.  Circular 
Letter,  fent  by  Lord  Hcnjoe  to  the  Continent,  and  publijhed  by  the  Con" 
grefs.  Letter  to  Gen.  Wajhingtony  refufcd.  Conference  bcti.veen  Adju" 
tant  Gen,  Patterfon,  and  Gen.  fVajhington.  Plots  at  Nenu  York  and  Al* 
bany.  Army  landed  at  Long  If  and.  Americans  defeated  'with  great^ 
lofs.  Retire  f  lent ly  from  their  Camp,  and  quit  the  If  an^.  Gen.  Sulli- 
van  fent  upon  parole  vuith  a  mejjage  from  Lord  Hovje  to  the  Congrefs^ 
Fruitlefs  conference  betvueen  his  Lordjhip  and  a  Committee  of  the  Congrefs» 
Defcent  on  York  If  and  ;  City  of  Ne-xv  York  taken  ;  fet  on  fire,  and  a  great 
part  burnt.  Army  pafs  through  the  dangerous  navigation  called  Hell 
Gate ;  land  at  Frogs  Neck  ;  Skirmif?  at  the  White  Plains.  Forts 
Wajhington  and  Lee  taken,  and  the  'whole  of  York  If  and  reduced.  Jcr^ 
feys  overrun.     Rhode  If  and  reduced. 


THE  delays  and  misfortunes 
which  the  trinfports  ?.nd 
vi£luallers  from  England  and  Ire- 
land had  experienced,  reduced  our 

brces  at  Bollon  to  great  diftrefs. 
To  their  diftrefs  was  added  the 
mortification  of  feeing  feveral  vef- 
'>ls,  which  were  laden  with  the  ne- 
•  effaries  and  comforts  of  life,  taken 

n  the  very  entrance  of  the  har- 
oour  ;  whilft  different  circumflan- 

es   of  tide,  wind,    or    fitu^tion, 

■ifabled  the  Ihips  of  war  from  pre- 
venting the  mifchief.  The  lofs  of 
'rioft  of  the  coal  ihips  was  particu- 
;  irly  felt,  as  fuel  could  not  he  pro- 

jred,  and  the  climate  rendered 
Vol,   XrX. 


that  article  indifpenfable.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  were  in  aftate 
Hill  more  deplorable.  Detained 
againft  their  will,  cut  off  from  all 
iniercourfe  with  their  friends,  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  confequences  of 
that  contempt  and  averfion  with 
which  a  great  part  of  them  were 
regarded  by  the  foldiery,  and  at 
the  fame  time  in  want  of  almoft 
every  necefTary  of  life.  Calami- 
tous however  as  that  Situation  was, 
it  ferved  as  a  fort  of  refuge,  to  thofe, 
who  were  either  zealous  in  favour 
of  the  king's  government,  or  (o 
diilatisfied  with  the  new  ftate  of 
things,  that  they  could  no  louger 
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live  with  comfort,  fome  of  them 
hardly  with  fafety,  in  their  own 
homes. 

It  was  even  feared,  that  the  mi* 
litary  (lores  would  fail,  and  fait 
provifions  at  length  grew  fcarce. 
The  troops  at  Bunker*s  Hill  un- 
derwent great  hardfhips,  being 
obliged  to  lie  in  tents  all  the  win- 
ter, under  the  driving  fnows,  and 
expofed  to  the  almoll  intolerably 
cutting  winds  of  the  climate  in 
that  feafon,  which,  with  the  ftrift 
and  conftant  duty  occafioned  by  the 
flrength  andvicinityof  the  enemy, 
rendered  that  fervice  exceedingly 
fevere  both  to  the  private  men  and 
officers.  Various  attempts  were 
made  to  remedy,  or  to  leflen,  fome 
of  the  wants  which  now  prevailed 
in  the  army.  That  of  firing,  which 
was  the  moil  immediately  and  in- 
tolerably preffing,  was  in  fome 
meafure  relieved  by  the  deflruftion 
of  houfes. 

The  attempts  made  to  procure 
provifions  were  not  attended  with 
any  great  fuccefs.  Some  veffels 
which  were  fentto  Barbadoes,  ob- 
tained, through  the  affiftance  of  the 
governor,  and  before  the  matter 
was  fully  known,  a  quantity  fo 
moderate,  that  it  would  not  at 
other  times  have  been  more  taken 
notice  of  than  any  common  Qccur- 
rence  in  trade  ;  but  being  now  cut 
off  from  their  ufual  refources,  and 
having,  as  they  faid,  a  famine, 
flaring  them  in  the  face,  with 
8o,coo  Blacks,  and  20,000  Whites 
to  feed,  and  no  fufficient  flock  in 
hand,  nor  no  certain  fupply  in 
profpeft,  the  meafure  was  deemed 
fo  dangerous,  that  it  occafioned  a 
dired  addrefs  from*  the  affembly 
to  the  king,  including,  along  with 
the  detail  of  their  own  melancholy 


fituation,  ftrong  complaints  againft 
the  conduct  of  the  governor. 

A  detachment  of  marines,  witk 
an  armed  fliip  and  fome  tranfports, 
were  fent  to  Savanna  in  Georgia, 
with  a  view,  as  it  would  feem  by 
the  event,  of  obtaining  cargoes  of 
rice  and  other  provifions,  whether 
by  force  or  otherwife.  The  mili- 
tia, however,  took  to  their  arms» 
and  would  not  permit  the  marines 
^x)  land„  nor  the  (hips  to  hold  any 
correfpondence  with  the  fhore.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  debate  which  arofe 
upon  this  occalron,  fome  officers 
belonging  to  the  colony  were  feiz^ 
ed  and  detained  on  board  the  fliips,, 
and  their  releafe  being  refufed  with 
a  high  hand,  and  other  circum- 
flances  of  aggravation  occurring 
on  both  fides,  fome  batteries  were 
fpeedily  erefted  by  the  militia  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  an  en- 
gagement with  cannon  and  fmall 
arms  took  place,  in  which  fome 
blood  was  fpilt,  and  feven  loaded 
veffels  belonging  to  the  colony, 
which  the  commanders  of  the  king's 
armed  veffels,  feemingly  by  collu- 
fion  with  the  captains  or  owners, 
had  got  pofleffion  of,  and  whofe 
cargoes  would  efFeftually  have  an- 
fwered  their  purpofe,  were  defign- 
edly  burnt  in  the  conflidl. 

In  this  flate  of  things  on  our 
fide,  the  provincials  before  Boflon, 
were  well  covered,  and  well  fup- 
plied  in  their  lines.  They  ex- 
pefled  with  the  moll  earnefl  foli- 
citude  the  fetting  in  of  the  froU, 
which  ufually  takes  place  there 
about  Chriflmas,  and  generally 
covers  the  harbour,  and  all  the  ad- 
joining rivers  and  creeks,  with  a 
furface  of  folid  ice.  They  founded 
great  hopes  upon  this,  as  upon  a 
moll  powerful  auxiliary,  by  whofe 

aid 
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aid  they  not  only  extended  their 
views  to  the  recovery  of  the  town, 
but  to  the  feizure  or  deftrudion  of 
the  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the  land 
forces. 

In  thefe  they  were  difappointed. 
The  winter  was  uncommonly  mild, 
and  the  frolls  had  none  of  the  ef- 
feds  they  expelled.     The  expefta- 
tion,  however,  probably  influenced 
their   operations,    and    occafioned 
their  continuing  more  quiet  than 
they  otherwife  would   have  done. 
The  arrival  of  a  copy  of  the  king's 
fpeech,  with  an  account  of  the  fate 
of  the  petition  from   the  continen- 
tal congrefs,  is  faid  to  have  excit- 
ed the  greateft  degree  of  rage  and 
indignation   amongft   them  ;  as  a 
proof  of  which,    the  former  was 
publicly  burnt  in   the  camp  ;  and 
they  are  faid  upon  this  occafion  to 
have  changed  their  colours,  from 
a  plain    red   ground,    which  they 
had  hitherto  ufed,  to  a  flag  with 
thirteen  flripes,  as  a  fymbol  of  the 
number  and  union  of  the  colonies. 
In   the  mean   time,  the  arrival 
by    degrees    of   feveral    of    thofe 
fcattered    veffels  which  had  failed 
from   thefe  kingdoms    with    pro- 
vifions  and  neceflaries,  alleviated  in 
a  confiderable  degree  the  diilref- 
fes  of  the  forces  at  Boilon  ;  and 
though  the  winter  was  not  fevera 
enough  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
of  their  enemies,   the  climate  pre- 
vailed   fo   far,  as    to  render  both 
parties  fond  of  their  quarters  ;  to 
check  the  fpirit  of  enterprise,  and 
to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  ; 
fo  that  for  two  or  three  months, 
an  unexampled  quiet  prevailed  on 
both  fides. 

During  this  ftate  of  things,  the 
American  cruisers  and  privateers, 
though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
being  for  the  greater  part  no  better 


than  whale  boats,  grew  daily  more 
numerous  and  fuccefsful  againft 
the  tranfports  and  floreftiips;  and, 
among  a  multitude  of  other  prizes, 
had  the  fortune  of  taking  one, 
which  gave  a  new  colour  to  their 
military  operations.  This  was  an 
ordnance  (hip  from  Woolwich, 
which  had  unfortunately  feparated 
from  her  convoy,  and  being  herfelf 
of  no  force,  was  taken  without  de- 
fence by  a  fmall  privateer.  ThhS 
veffel  contained,  befides  a  large 
mortar  upon  a  new  conflrudion, 
feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon, 
a  large  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and 
ammunition,  with  all  manner  of 
tools,  utenfils,  and  macnines,  ne. 
ceffary  for  camps  and  artillery,  in 
the  greateft  abundance.  The  lofs 
of  this  fhip  was  much  refented  in 
England,  and  occafioned  feme  very 
fevereanimadverfion  upon  the  ad- 
miralty,  both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of 
fuch  value  and  importance  in  a 
defencelefs  veflTel. 

The  tranquillity  at  Bofton  was, 
in  the  beginning  of  March,  unex- 
pedledly  broken  in  upon  by  fome 
fudden  and  unexpected  movements 
on  the  fide  of  the  rebels.  It  is 
faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  Congrefs 
had  received  intelligence  of  the 
prohibitory  ad,  and  of  the  hiring 
of  foreign  troops,  they  immediately 
difpatched  inftrudions  to  Gen. 
Wafhington  totally  to  change  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
to  bring  affairs  at  Bofton  to  the 
fpeedieft  decifion  that  was  pbfTible, 
in  order  that  ihe  army  might  be 
difengaged,  and  at  liberty  to  op- 
pofe  the  new  dangers  with  which 
they  were  threatened. 

However  this  was,  a  battery  was 

opened   near  the  water  fide,  at  a 

place  called  Phipp's  Farm,  on  th« 

[•AT]  2  nighi 
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of  five  regiments,  with  the  light 
infantry  and  grenadiers,  upon  a 
fervice,  which  the  whole  army  muii 
ofcourfe  have  been  ultimately  en- 
gaged in.  This  dciign  was  fruf- 
trated  by  tlie  intervention  of  a 
dreadful  ftorm  at  night,  which 
rendered  the  embarkation  imprac- 
ticable, and  tiiereby  probably  pre- 
vented the  lofs  of  a  great  number 
of  brave  men,  if  not  of  the  whole 
army. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that,  with  a  high  fenfe 
of  the  Britifh  military  honour,  as. 
well  as  of  his  own,  the  general 
fhould  hazard  much,  rather  thau 
opened.       Some    of    our    officers     fubmit  to   th^  indignity  of  aban 


night  of  the  2d  of  March,  from 
whence  a  fevere  cannonade  and 
bpmbardment  was  carried  on  a- 
gainlt  the  town,  and  repeated  on 
the  enfuing  nights.  Whilil  the 
attention  of  the  army  was  occu- 
pied by  the  firing  of  houfcs  and 
other  mifchiefs  incident  to  this 
new  attack,  they  beheld,  with  in- 
expreffible  furprize,  on  the  niorn- 
ilng  of  ihe  5th,  feme  cofifiderable 
works  appear  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  town,  upon  the  heights  of 
r>orchefter  Point,  which  had  been 
creeled  in  the  preceding  nighc, 
2nd  from  whence  a  24  pound,  and. 
a  bomb  battery,  were    foon  after 


have  acknowledged,  that  the  ex- 
pedition with  which  thefe  works 
were  thrown  ap,  with  their  fudden 
and  unexpected  appearance,  re- 
called to-  their  minds  thofe  won- 
derful Ilories  of  enchantment  and 
inviftble  agency,  which  are  fo  fre- 
quent in  the  EaUern  romances. 

The  fituation  of  the  army  was 
now  very  critical.  The  new  works, 
fljong  with  thofe  others  which  it 
was  evident  would  now  be  fpeedily 
conftruded  on  feme  of  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  would  command  the 
town,  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
harbour,  of  the  beach,  from  whence 
an  embarkation  mud  take  place 
in  the  event  of  a  retrear,  and  ren- 
der the  communication  between  the 
troops  in  the  works  at  Bofton  Neck, 
and  the  main  body,  drfiicuit  and 
Jangerou?. 

In  theie  circumftances  no  alter- 
native remained,  but  to  abandon 
Uie  tQVv'jiv,,  or  djilo4ge  the  enemy. 
411,4* 4fftT)«^y  the.  n,e/w,w^rks,^.  Gen, 
Howe,  with  his  ufual  fplrit  and 
re.falutioB,  :adoptedithe  latter,  and 
took  the,jie<:efir3ry  roeafures  for  the 
^iftbafkatiqn  pa-  that  .very  evening 


doning  the  town.  He  commanded 
a  force,  which  he  knew  had  been 
confidered  and  reprefented  here  as 
fufficient  to  look  down  all  oppofi- 
tion  in  America  ;  and  which,  in 
reality,  with  refped  to  the  number 
of  regiments,  if  not  of  men,  the 
excellency  of  the  troops,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  officers,  and  the 
powerful  artillery  which  they  pof- 
fefied,  would  have  been, deemed 
refpedlable  in  any  country,  and 
dangerous  by  any  enemy.  .  \yith 
fuch  troops,  to  give  up  that  towa 
which  had  been  the  original  caufe 
of  the  war,  and  the  conftant  ob- 
ject of  contention  fince  its  com- 
mencement,, to  a  raw  and  defpife4 
militia,  feemed,  exclufive  of  all 
other  ill  confequenccs,  a  difgrace 
not  to  be  borne.  But  thefe  brave 
men  had,  by  a  variety  of  events, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought, 
through  original  error  and  milcon* 
du6t  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
war,  been  reduced  to  fuch  circumr 
iiances,  and  hedged  in  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  no  means  were  left 
Wj  an  exertion  of  their  force  and 
courage,  that  were  not '  fubjed  to 
-  the 
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ihe  greateft  danger,'  without  af- 
fording a  profpeft  of  faccefs. 

Fortune  prevented  this  perilous 
trial  in  the  firft  inftance.  :  On  the 
day  that  fucceeded  the  tempeft, 
the  defign  was  reaffumed ;  but  upon 
a  nearer  infpeiflion  it  was  difco- 
vered,  that  a  new  work  had  been 
throwE  up,  which  was  Ilronger 
than  a-ny  of  the  former,  and  that 
t.^e  whole  were  now  fo  completely 
fortified,  that  all  hope  of  forcing 
them  was  at  an  end.  It  became 
clear  alfo,  that  Bofton  was  not  a 
fituation  very  happily  chofen  for 
the  improvement  of  any  advantage 
which  might  be  obtained  towards 
the  reduftion  of  the  colonies. 

Nothinor  new  remained  but  to 
abandon  the  town,  and  to  convey 
the  troops," artillery,  and  llorcs,  on 
board  the  Ihips.  Nor  was  this 
laft  refort  free  from  difficulty  and 
danger.  The  enemy,  however, 
continued. quiet  in  their  works,  and 
made  not  the  fmalleft  attempt  to 
obllru6l  the  embarkation,  or  even 
to  moieft  thercar^  It  is  faid,  and, 
thaugh  it  was  pofitively  denied  by 
the  minifters  in  both  houfes,  feems 
to  be  generally  believed,  that  fome 
kind  of  convention  or  agreement, 
whecher  verbal,  or  only  underllood 
by  fecondary  means,  was  eftablifti- 
ed  between  the  commanders  in 
chief  on  each  fide,  and  that  the  ab- 
flaining  from  hollility  on  the, one, 
was  the  condition  of  faving  the 
town  on  the  other.  In  proof  of 
this  it  is  affirmed,  that  combudibles 
were  ready  laid  for  firing  the  town, 
and  that  the  fele<ftnien  were  per- 
;nitred  to  go  out,  and,  to  hold  a 
conference  with  Gen.  Waihington 
upon  the  fubjed. 

Notwiihftanding  this  fccurity, 
the  embarkation  could  not  be  re- 
gulated in  ^uch  a  manner,  though 


ten  days  were  fpent  in  carrying  it 
into  execution,  as  to  prevent  feme 
degree  of  precipitation,  diforder, 
and  lofs.  It  refembled  more  the 
emigration  of  a  nation,  than  th» 
breaking  up  of  a  camp.  1500  of 
the  inhabitants,  whofe  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe  had  rendered 
them  obnoxious  to  their  country- 
men, incumbered  the  tranfports 
with  their  families  and  efFe<5t«. 
The  officers  had  laid  out  their 
money  in  furniture,  and  fuch  other 
conveniences,  as  were  neceflary  to 
render  their  fituation  tolerable  ;  no 
purchafers  could  be  procured  for 
ihefe  eifedij  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  cruelty  in  the  extreme  to 
many  of  them,  to  have  been  under 
aneceffityof  leaving  their  whole 
fublisnce  behind.  The  foldiers 
were  embarrafied  by  their  conti-. 
nual  duty,  find  all  carriages  and 
labour  that  could  be  procured  in 
the  town  were  of  courfe  monoDO- 
lized  by  the  emigrant  inhabitants. 
Every  perfon  had  feme  private  con- 
cern, which  was  fufficient  to  oc- 
cupy his  time  and  thoughts.  The 
fick,  wounded,  women,  and  child- 
ren, called  for  every  care  and  at- 
tention, and  of  courfe  increafed 
the  embarrafTment  and  dirtrefs.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  fuppofe  fome 
part  of  the  confufion  incideht  to 
luch  circumllances.    1 

The  General's  fituation  was 
truly  piiiablc.  But  he  bore  it  with 
great  fortitude  ;  and  condu^^ed 
the  whole  with  admirable  temper. 
Some  diTcontents  appeared,  which 
were  to  be  endured  and  allayed. 
Scarcity  of  provifions,  and  ill  fuc- 
cefs,  always  breed  difcontent  in 
camps.  This  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  cafe  at  prefent.  The  Ge- 
neral having  received  no  advices 
from  England  fince  the  preceding 
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month  of  Oftober,  they  confidered 
themfelves  in  a  great  meafure   as 
abandoned,  and   left    to  extricate 
themfelves  as    they  might  out  of 
4he  unfortunate  fituation  in  which 
they  had  been  involved.     Difcon- 
tcnts  are  exceedingly  fruitful  j  one 
generating  a  number  of  others  in  a 
very  fmall  (pace  of  time.     Mutual 
jealoufies    prevailed    between   the 
army  and  navy  ;  each  attributing 
to  the  other  the  caufe  of  fome  part 
of  that  uneafinefs  which  itfe'f  felt. 
The  intended  voyage   to  Halifax 
was  fubjed,  to  circumftances  of  a 
very  alarming  nature.     The  coaft, 
at  all  times  dangerous,  was  dread- 
fully fo  at  this   tempeftuous  equi- 
nodiial  feafon,  and  the  multitude 
of  fhips,  which  amounted  to  about 
15Q,  increafed    the   difficulty  and 
apprehenfion.     As  the  high  north- 
eall  winds    now    prevailed,    they 
were  alfo  liable  to  be  blown  off  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  without  a  ftock  of 
provifions  in  any  degree  fufficient 
to   fubfift    them    in    fuch    a  paf- 
fage.    And,  to  render  matters  IHII 
more  irkfome,  they  were  going  to 
a  fterile  miferable  country,  which 
was  incapable  of   affording    thofe 
reliefs  which  they  fo  much  want- 
ed.    It  could  not  pafs  theobferva- 
tion,  and  was  highly  vexatious  to 
the  military,  that  all  this  danger- 
ous voyage,  if  completed,  was  di- 
rectly fo  much  out  of  their  way. 
They  were  going  to  the  northern 
■extremity  of  the  continent,  when 
their  bufinefs  lay  in  the  fouthern, 
or  at  leaft  about  the  center. 

The  neceflity  of  the  iituation  left 
^0  fhoice  of  meafures,  and  regret 
Ma    h  ^""'^^    ufelefs.     As    the 

^         -  '*   rear  embarked.    Gen. 


^7^^ 


Wafhington    marched 


into  the  town,   with  drums  beat- 
ing, colours  flying,  and  in  all  the 


triumph  of  viftory.      He  was  rCf? 
ceived  by   the  remaining  inhabi- 
tants,  and    acknowledged   by  the 
refugees,  who  now  recovered  their 
ancient  poffeffions,  with  every  mark 
of  refpedl  and  gratitude,  that  could 
poflibly   be   Ihewn    to  a  deliverer. 
The  afiembly  of  the  province  were 
not  lefs   zealous  in     their    public 
acknowledgements.      His    anfwer 
was   proper,    moderate,    and    be- 
coming his  fituation.     The  king's 
forces  were  under  a  necefliiy  of  leav- 
ing a  confiderable  quantity  of  ar- 
tillery and  fome  ftores  behind.  The 
cannon   upon  Bunker's  Hill,  and 
at  Bofton  Neck,  could  not  be  car- 
ried off.    Attempts  were  made  to 
render    them    unferviceable  ;    but 
the  hurry   which  then    prevailed, 
prevented  their  having  any  grea; 
effe<^.     Som.e  mortars  and  pieces 
of  cannon  which  were  thrown  into 
the  water,  were  afterwards  weighed 
up  by  the  town's  people. 

Thus  was  the  longcontefted  town 
of  Bofton  at  length  given  up,  the 
colony  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  for 
the  prefent,  freed  from  war,  and 
left  at  liberty  to  adopt  every  mea- 
fure which  could  tend  to  its  future 
ftrength  and  fecurity.  It  was  above 
a  week  before  the  weather  permit- 
ted the  fleet  to  get  entirely  clear 
of  the  harbour  and  road  ;  but  they 
had  ample  amends  made  them  in 
the  paffage,  the  voyage  to  Halifax 
being  fliorter  and  happier  than 
could  have  been  hoped  for.  Several 
fhips  of  war  were  left  behind  to  pro- 
tect thevefi'els  which  fliould  arrive 
from  England  ;  in  which,  however, 
they  were  not  perfe«5lly  fuccefsful, 
the  great  extent  of  the  Bay,  with 
its  nXMiierou.s  iflands  and  creeks, 
and  the  number  of  fraall  ports  that 
furround  it,  affording  fuch  (Oppor- 
tunities   to   the  provincial   armed 

boatSj 
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boats,  and  fmall  privateers,  that 
they  took  a  number  of  thefe  Ihips, 
which  were  ftlll  in  ignorance  that 
the  town  had  changed  mailers. 

As  feveral  movements  made  by 
the  rebels,  and  particularly  their 
taking  ftations  on  the  neghbouring 
iflands,  indicated  a  defign  of  at- 
tacking CalUe  William,  the  pof- 
feffionof  which  would  be  the  means 
of  locking  up  the  ihips  of  war  in 
the  harbour,  and  of  rendering  all 
future  attempts  upon  the  town  by 
fea  irapradlicable.  General  Howe 
thought  it  neceflary  to  blow  up 
and  demoliOi  the  fortifications  on 
that  ifland  before  his  dsparture. 

General  Wafhington  was  now  in 
poffeflion  of  the  capital  of  MafTa- 
chufett's  Bay  ;  but  being  ignorant 
of  the  deftination  of  the  fleet,  and 
apprehenfive  of  an  attempt  upon 
New  York,  he  detached  feveral 
regiments  for  the  proteftion  of  that 
city,  on  the  very  day  upon  which 
he  took  poflefTion  of  Bollon.  The 
royal  army  were  not,  however,  at 
that  time,  in  circumftances  that 
admitted  of  their  undertaking  any 
expedition.  They  did  not  exceed, 
it  is  faid,  nine  thoufand  healthy 
and  effedlive  men,  and  were  in 
other  refpefts  by  no  means  futfi- 
ciently  provided. 

The  eftates  and  efFeds  of  thofe 
emigrants  who  had  accompanied 
Gen.  Howe  to  Halifax,  were  or- 
dered to  be  fold,  and  the  produce 
applied  to  the  public  fervice.  Some 
who  ventured  to  flay  behind, 
though  they  knew  thenifclves  to 
be  obnoxious  to  the  prefent  go- 
vernment, were  brotght  to  trial 
as  public  enemies,  and  betrayers 
of  their  country  ;  and  the  eilates  of 
fuch  as  were  found  guilty  were 
conHfcated  in  the  fame  manner. 
But  nothing  occupied  fo  much  at 


prefent  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Bolton,  or  had  fo  much  attention 
paid  to  it  by  the  province  in  gene- 
ral, as  the  putting  of  that  town 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  defence,  as  might 
prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe  evils 
which  it  had  lately  undergone. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  greateft  dili- 
gence was  ufed  in  fortifying  the 
town  and  harbour;  fome  foreign 
engineers  were  procured  to  fuper- 
inrcnd  the  works,  and  every  inha- 
bitant dedicated  two  days  in  the 
week  to  their  conftrudion.  Great 
doubts  may,  however,  be  enter- 
tained, whether  Bofton  can  be  ren- 
dered tenable  againft  an  army, 
though  thefe  works  may  preferve 
it  from  infult. 

During  thefe  ^r^nfaftions  at 
Bollon,  the  blockade  of  Quebec 
was  continued  under  great  diffi- 
culties by  Arnold.  Reinforcements 
arrived  flowly,  and  the  Canadians, 
who  are  not  by  any  means  remark- 
able for  conllancy,  were  difhearten- 
ed  and  wavering.  It  feems  as  if 
the  Congrefs  was  unequal  in  con- 
duct, as  well  as  refources,  to  the 
management  of  fo  many  opera- 
tions at  the  fame  time.  The  fuc- 
coursthat  were  fent,  fufFered  incre- 
dible hardfhips  in  their  march ; 
which  they  endured  with  that  for- 
titude which  had  hitherto  dillin- 
guilhed  the  Provincials  in  this  war. 
On  the  other  hand.  General  Carle- 
ton  guarded,  with  his  ufual  vigi- 
lance, againft  every  effort  of  fraud, 
force,  and  furprize;  but  as  all 
fupplies  were  cut  off  from  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  and  ^ar- 
rifon  experienced  many  diftrefles. 

As  the  feafon  approached,  in 
which  fupplies  from  England  were 
inevitable,  the  Americans  grew 
more  active  in  their  operations. 
They  again   renewed    the    fiege, 
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and  ererted  batteries,  and  made 
feveral  attempts  by  fire-fhips,  and 
otherwife,  to  burn  the  vefTels  ift 
the  harbour.  They  failed  in  thefe 
attempts,  thoijgh  fome  of  them 
were  very  boldly  conduced  ;  and 
their  troops  were  atone  time  drawn 
up,  and  fcaling  ladders,  with  every 
other  preparation,  in  readinefs  for 
(lormirtg  the  town,  during  the 
con fu (ion  which  they  expected  the 
fire  would  have  produced.  Though 
tTiey  had  not  all  the  fuccefs  they 
wifhed,  they  however  burnt  a 
great  part  of  the  fuburbs,  and  the 
remaining  houfes  being  pulled 
down  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of 
the  conflagration,  afforded  a  mod 
feafon  able  relief  of  fuel  to  the  town, 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
exceedingly  diilrelTed  through  the 
want  of  that  neceflary.  During 
this  (late  of  thing?,  a  party  of  Ca- 
nadians which  had  been  embodied 
J..  ,      by  Mr.  Beaujeu,  with 

Mar.  25 en.   ^  ^,^^^^^  ^^^  raifing  the 

fiege,  were  encountered  on  their 
march,  and  eafily  difperfed  by  a 
detachment  of  the  rebels. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  was  not  long 
fiifficient  to  fopport  the  fpirits  of 
the  provincials.  Having  failed  in 
all  their  attempts  with  {hells,  fire- 
fhips,  and  red  hot  balls,  to  caufe 
a  conflagration  in  the  city,  their 
hope  of  taking  it  by  florm  ceafed, 
whilft  thatbf  Succeeding  by  a  regu- 
lar fiege  was  daily  lelfened  ;  in- 
deed their  artillery  was  far  enough 
from  being  equal  to  any  great  fer- 
vice.  Although  confiderable  rein- 
fcrcejnents  arrived  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  province,  the  various 
impediments  of  bad  road?,  bad 
weather,  and  the  want  of  necefia. 
riesfui'^able  to  the  fervice,  prevent- 
ed their  being  able  to  join  them. 
la  the  ilate  of  defpondency  confe- 


quentof  thefe  circumftanccs,  that 
fcourge  and  terror  of  the  weflern 
continent  and  of  its  numerous  na- 
tions, the  fmall-pox,  broke  out,  and 
made  its  ufual  cruel  ravages  amongft 
them.  Nor  was  the  immediate 
effedl  with  refpeft  to  life  or  health 
the  worft  confequence  of  the  cala- 
mity ;  for  that  diforder  being  con- 
fidered  as  the  American  plague, 
and  regarded  with  all  the  horror 
incident  to  that  name,  the  dread 
of  infefticn  broke  in  upon  every 
other  confideration,  and  rendered 
it  difficult,  if  not  impradlicable, 
to  fuftain  difcipline,  or  preferve 
order. 
'  In  this  fituation,  the  provincial 
ac<!ounts  inform  us,  that  they  in- 
tended to  raife  the  fiege  before  the 
arrival  of  the  fuccours  from  Eng- 
land, and  that  Gen.  Woofter,  who 
at  that  time  held  the  command, 
with  fome  other  of  the  principal 
officers,  had  already  gone  to  Mon- 
treal to  make  fome  preparations 
necelfary  for  the  facilitating  of 
that  purpofe.  If  fuch  a  defign 
was  formed,  it  was  prevented  from 
being  carried  fuccefsfully  into  exe- 
cution, by  the  zeal  and  adivity 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
Ifis  man  of  war,  and  of  two  fri- 
gates, which  were  the  firflthat  had 
failed  from  England  with  fuccours, 
and  who  with  great  labour,  con- 
duct, and  refolution,  having  forc- 
ed their  way  through  the  ice,  ar- 
rived at  Quebec  before  the  pafTage 
was  deemed  pradicable.  The  un- 
expected fight  of  the  fhips  threw 
the  beficgers  into  the  greatefl  con- 
cern a  tion,  which  was  not  lefTened 
by  the  immediate  efle6l  of  their 
cutting  of}" all  communication  be- 
tween  their  forces  on  the  different 
fides  of  the  river. 

•General  Carleton  was  too  well 
verfe4 
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verred  in  military  aiFairs,  to  lofe 

any  time  in  feizin^  the  advantages 

which  the  prerentfitaationafForded. 

A  fmall  detachment  of  land  forces 

which  arrived  in  the  fhips  of  war, 

together  with  their  marines,  being 

landed  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 

and  joined    to  the    garrii'on,    the 

^-r      7^1     Governor  immediately 

^^^^^^^6^^- marched  out  at    their 

head    to  attack   the    rebel    camp. 

There  he  found  every  thing  in  the 

utmofl    confufion  j    they  had    not 

even  covered  themfelves  with   an 

ntrenchment,  and  heaving  already 

•gun  a  retreat,  upon  the  appear- 

iceof  our  troops  they  fled  on  eU 

les,  abandoning   their  artillery, 

-ilitary    (lores,     fcaling    ladders, 

<  ad  other  matters  of  incumbrance. 

i'he  flight  was   fo  precipitate  as 

fcarcely  to  admit  of  any  execution  ; 

or  were  the  King's  forces  in  any 

•ndition  for    a    purfuit,    if  pru- 

.nce  could  even  have  jultihed  the 

.eafure.  Some  of  the  fick  became. 

ifoners.  During  this  tranfadion, 

ir  fmaller  (hips  of  war  made  their 

.^/ay  up  the  river  with  fuch  expedi- 

:on   and    fuccefs,   that  thcy  took 

Several  fmall  vefTels  belonging  to' 

t';\e  enemy,  and  retook  the  Gafpee 

loop  of  war,  which  they  had  feized 

"\  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 

inter.   • 

Thus  was  the  mixed  fiege  and 
i^lockade  of  Quebec  raifed;  after  a' 
continuance  of  about  five  months." 
And  thus  was  Canada  preferved  by  , 
^  fortitude  and  conftancy,  which 
^luft  ever  be  remembered  with  ho- 
nour to  the  Governor  and  garrifon, 
'  rom  this  time,  the  provincials  ex- 
perienced a  continHcd  feries  of 
lofles  and  misfortunes  in  that  pro- 
vince. The  Governor  fliewed  he 
was  worthy  of  his  luccels  by  an 
»ft  which  immediately  fuccceded 


it,  and  which  does  great  honanr  to* 
his  humanity.  A  number  of  the 
flck  and  wounded  provincials  lay 
fcattered  about  and  hid  in  the 
neighbouring  woods  and  villages, 
,  where  they  were  in  the  greateft 
danger  of  perifhing  under  the  coni- 
pHcated  preffureof  want,  fear,  and 
difeafe.To  prevent.this  melancholy 
confequence,  he  ilTued  a  procla* 
matioD,  commanding  the  proper 
officers  to  find  out  thefe  unhappy 
perfons,  and  to  afford  them  all  ne- 
cefl*ary  relief  and  affiftance  at  the 
public  expence  ;  whilll,  to  render 
the  benefit  complete,  and  to  pre-' 
vent  obftinaCy  or  apprehenfica 
from  marring  fts  effci5l,  he  affured 
th>sm,  that  as  foon  as  they  were  re- 
covered they  flioiuld  have  free  li- 
berty to  return  to  their  rcfpe^Wc 
provinces.  ^    - .   .    . 

Towards  the  end  of  May'^^^vc-' 
ral  regiments  from  Ireland,  one 
from  England,  another  from  Ge- 
neral Howe,  together  with  the 
Brunfwick  troops,  arrived  fuccef- 
fively  in  Canada  ;  fothat  the  whole' 
force  in  that  province,  when  com- 
pleted, was  eftimated  at  about 
13,000  men.  The  general  rendez- 
vous was  at  Three  Rivers,  which 
lies  halfway  between  Quebec  and 
Montreal  ;  and  at  the  computed 
diftance  of  about  ninety 'miles  front 
each*.  This  place  lies  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  takes 
its  name  'from  the  vicinity  of  one 
of  the  branches  of  a  jarge  river, 
whofe  waters  are  difcharged  thro* 
three  mouths  into  that  great  reler- 
voir.  ' 

The  provincials  continued  their 
retreat  till  they  arrived  in  the  bor- 
ders of  the  river  Sorel,  which. falls 
into  the St.Lawrenceat  the  diltance 
of  about  140  miles  from  Quebec, 
where  they  joined  feme  of  th'^fs 
xesnforcee 
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reinforcements  that  had  not  been 
^ble  to  proceed  farther  to  their  af- 
fiftance  ;  but  the  whole  were  now 
funk  in  fpirit,  and  debilitated  in 
a^t.  To  complete  their  misfortunes, 
the  fmall-pox  had  fpread  through 
all  their  quarters. 

Thefe  difcouraging  circuniftances 
were  not  fufficient  to  damp  the  fpi- 
rit of  enterprize  in  their  leaders. 
A  very  daring,  and  not  ill  laid 
plan,  was  formed  for  the  furprize 
of  the  King's  forces  at  the  Three 
Rivers  ;  which,  if  it  had  been  at- 
tended with  all  the  fuccefs  it  was 
capable  of,  might  have  been  ranked 
among  the  molt  confiderable  mili- 
tary atchievements  of  that  nature. 

TheBritifli  and  Brunfwick  forces 
were  at  this  time  much  feparat- 
cd.  A  confiderable  body  were 
ftationed  at  Three  Rivers,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Frazer.  Another,  under  that  of 
Brigadier  General  Nefbit,  lay  near 
them  on  board  the  tranfports.  A 
greater  than  either,  along  with  the 
Generals Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Phi- 
lips, and  the  German  General 
Reidefel,  were  in  feveral  divifions, 
by  land  and  water,  on  the  way 
from  Quebec.  The  diftance  from 
Sorel  was  about  fifty  miles,  and 
feveral  armed  vefTels  and  tranf- 
ports full  of  troops,  which  had  got 
higher  up  than  Three  Rivers,  lay 
full  in  the  way. 

In  the  face  of  all  thefe  difficul- 
ties, a  body  of  above  2000  men, 
onder  the  command  of  a  Major 
General  Thompfon,  embarked  at 
Sorel  in  fifty  boats,  and  coafting 
the  fouth  fide  of  what  is  called  the 
Lake  of  St.  Peter,  where  the  St. 
Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great  extent, 
arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence 
they  fell  down  the  river  by  night, 
2nsl  nailed  to  the  other  fide,  with 


an  intention  of  furprizing  the  for- 
ces^ under  General  Frazer.  Three 
Rivers  is  rather  to  be  confidered  as 
a  long  village,  than  a  regular  town ; 
and  the  defign  was,  that  it  (hould 
be  attacked,  a  little  before  break 
of  day,  and  at  the  fame  inftant, 
by  a  ftrong  detachment  at  each  end, 
while  two  fmaller  were  drawn  up 
in  readinefs  to  cover  or  fupporc 
them.  If  the  fuccefs  fhould  have 
proved  complete,  the  defign  was 
extended  to  the  deftruftion  of  all 
thofe  veffels  which  lay  near  the 
fliore. 

The  concurrent  circumftances 
necefTary  to  give  effed  to  this  cie- 
fign  were  too  numerous  to  afford 
any  (irong  confidence  of  fuccefs. 
It  was  one  of  thofe  bold  under* 
takings  which  might  have  been 
productive  of  great  advantage  ;  but 
which  was  of  too  perilous  a  nature 
for  any  thing  lefs  than  the  molt 
defperate  fituation  of  affairs  to 
juftify.  They  miffed  their  time  by 
about  an  hour,  which,  though  they 
paffed  the  armed  ihips  without  ob- 
fervation,  occafioned  their  being 
difcovered,  and  the  alarm  given  at 
their  landing.  They  afterwards 
got  into  bad  grounds,  and  were  in- 
volved in  many  other  difficulties, 
which  threw  them  into  diforder  and 
confufion.  In»this  ftate,  ,  ^Qth 
they  found  General  Fra- -^ 
zer*s  corps  in  preparation  to  re- 
ceive them,  having  landed  feveral 
light  fix  pounders,  which  were 
played  upon  them  with  great 
effed.  While  they  were  thus  en^ 
gaged  in  front.  Brigadier  Nefbit, 
whofe  tranfports  lay  higher  up  the 
river,  landed  his  forces  full  in  their 
way  back. 

Nothing  was  left  but  a  retreat^ 

the  accomplifhment  of  which  was 

more  to  be  wilhed  for  than  hoped, 

Nefbit's 
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Nefhit's  corps  kept  the  river  fide  to 
prevent  their  efcape  to  the  boats, 
while  Frazer's,  in  purfuit,  galled 
them  fevcrely  with  their  light  ar. 
tillery.  Between  both,  they  were 
driven  for  forae  miles  through  a 
deep  fwamp,  which  they  traverfcd 
with  inconceivable  toil,  expofed  to 
conftant  danger,  and  enduring 
every  degree  of  diftrefs.  TheBri- 
tifli  troops  at  length  grew  tired  of 
the  purfuit,  and  the  woods  afforded 
them  a  wifhed-for  (helter.  The 
iirft  and  fecond  in  command,  with 
about  200  others,  were  taken  pri- 
foners,  It  will  be  eafily  conceived 
that  our  lofs  was  trifling. 

This  was  the  laft  appearance  of 
vigour  (hewn  by  the  provincials  in 
Canada.  The  whole  army  having 
joined  at  Three  Rivers,  pulhed  for- 
wards by  land  and  water  with  greal 
,  expedition.  When  the 
^^  '  fleet  arrived  at  Sorel,  they 
found  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
that  place  fome  hours  before,  dif- 
mantled  the  batteries  which  they 
had  erefted  to  defend  the  entrance 
into  that  river,  and  had  carried  off 
their  artillery  andHores.  A  ftrong 
column  was  here  landed  under  the 
command  of  General  Burgoyne, 
with  orders  to  advance  along  the 
Sorel  to  St.  John's,  while  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  and  army  fail- 
ed up  the  river  to  Longueil,  the 
place  of  paflage  from  the  ifland  of 
Montreal  to  La  Prairie  on  the  con- 
tinent. Here  they  difcovered  that 
the  rebels  had  abandoned  the  city 
and  ifland  of  Montreal  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  that  if  the 
wind  had  been  favourable,  they 
might  have  met  at  this  place.  The 
army  was  immediately  landed  on 
the  continent,  and  marching  by 
La  Prairie,  croflTed  the  peninfula 
foriHf^d  by  the  St.  Lawrei^ce  and 


the  Sorel,  in  order  to  join  General 
Burgoyne  at  St.  John's,  where  they 
expefted  a  fland,  and  a  ftrong  re- 
iiftance  would  have  been  made. 

That  General  purfued  his  march 
along  the  Sorel  without  intermif- 
fion  ;  but  with  that  caution  necef-^ 
fary  in  a  country  not  wholly  clear- 
ed of  the  enemy,  and  where  their 
laft  and  moft  defperate  efforts  were 
to  be  expeded.  He  arrived  at  St, 
John's  on  the  evening  of  the  18th, 
where  he  found  the  buildings  in. 
flames,  and  nearly  every  thing  de- 
ftroyed  that  could  not  be  carried 
off.  The  Provincials  afted  in  the 
fame  manner  at  Chamblee,  and 
burned  fuch  veffels  as  they  were  not 
able  to  drag  up  the  rapids  in  their 
way  to  Lake  Champlain,  where 
they  immediately  embarked  for 
Crown  Point.  Though  their  flight 
was  precipitate,  they  fuftained  no 
lofs,  and  a  General  Sullivan,  who 
commanded  in  the  retreat,  received 
public  thanks  for  the  prudence  with 
which  he  conduced  it,  by  which 
he  faved  their  ruined  army,  at  a 
time,  they  fay,  when  it  was  en- 
cumbered with  a  vaft  multitude  of 
flck,  moft  of  whom  were  ill  of  the 
fm  all-pox. 

Thus  was  an  end  happily  put  to 
the  war  in  Canada.  The  pleafurc 
of  v/hich  was,  however,  confider- 
ably  checked,  by  the  reftraint 
which  was  now  laid  upon  the  fur- 
ther operation  of  the  army  in  that 
quarter.  For  as  the  enemy  were 
mafters  of  Lake  Champlain,  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  forces  to  proceed 
to  the  fouthvvard,  until  fuch  a  nam- 
ber  of  veffels  were  conftrufted  or 
obtained,  as  would  afford  a  fupe- 
riority,  and  enable  them  to  traverfe 
that  lake  with  fafety.  The  doing 
this  was  a  work  of  labour  and 
time  3  for  though  fix  armed  veffels 

were 
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Were  fent  from  England  for  that 
Jpurpofc,  the  falls' of  Chambiee 
rendered  the  means  of  conveying 
them  to  the  ,lake  highly  difficult, 
and  a  matter  which  required  much 
ingenuity  and  induftry.  A  vait 
number  of  other  veflels  were  alfo 
neceffarily  to  be  conftrurted  both 
for  conveyance  and  protedlion. 

The  neceflity  under  which  we 
havefeen  Governor  Martin^  obliged 
to  fcek  refuge  on  board  a  (hip  of 
Avar  in  Cape  Fear  river,  did  not 
damp  his  ardour  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  .nor  rellrain  his  attempts  to 
reduce  the  province  of  North  Ca- 
rolina to  obedience.  His  confi- 
dence of  fuccefs  was  increafed,  by 
the  knowledge  he  had,  that  a  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war  with  feven  re- 
giments, under  the  condud  of  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  Lord  Gornwallis, 
.were- to  depart  from  Ireland  on  an 
carpedrtion  to  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces .in.  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  that  North  Carolina  was  their 
j£rft,  if  not  principal  objed.  He 
alfo  knew  that  General  Clinton, 
-with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on 
^jhis  way  from  Bofion  to  meet  them 
at.  Cape  Fear. 

The  connexion  he  had  formed 
l^tjth  a  "body  of  defperate  people, 
JateJy  confidered  as  rebels  to  the 
Ki!ng's  government,  now  equally 
enemies  to  the  provincial  eftabli(h- 
inent,  whom  we  have  frequently 
,had  DCCiifion  to  take  noti.ce  of  un- 
•der  the  name  of  Regulators.y  as  well 
,as  with  the  Highland  emigrants, 
■feesned  to  infure  the  redudion  of 
the  infurgents,  even  independent 
of  the  expeded  force.  That  colo- 
ny was  deemed  the  weakelt  in 
America,  except  Georgia;  and 
the  two  parties  we  have  mentioned 
were  numerous,  adive,  daring, 
and  ;te  former  were  a(  this  time. 


as  well  as  the  latter,  zealoufly  at- 
tached to  the  royal  caufe.  The 
Highlanders  were  coniidercd  as  na- 
turally warlike,  and. the  Regula- 
tors, from,  fituation,  habits,  and 
manner  of  living,  to  be  much 
bolder,  hardier,  and  better  markf- 
men,  than  thofe  who  had  been  bred 
to  other  courfes,  and  in.  more  civi- 
lized parts  of  the  country. 

The  Governor  fent  feveral  com- 
mifiions  to  thefe  people  for  therai- 
fing  and  commanding  of  regiments^ 
and  granted  another  to  a  Mr« 
McDonald  to  ad  as  their  General, 
He  alfo  fent  them  a  proclamation, 
commanding  all  perfons,  on  their 
allegiance,  to  repair  to  the  royal 
ftandard,  which  was  ereded  by 
General  McDonald  about  the  mid* 
die  of  February. 

Upon  the  firft  advice  of  their 
alTembling  at  a  place  called  Crofs 
Creek,  Brigadier  General  Moore 
immediately  marched,  at  the  head 
of  the  Provincial  regiment  which 
he  commanded,  with  fuch  militia 
as  he  could  fuddenly  collect,  and 
feme  pieces  of  cannon,  within  a 
few  miles  of  them,  and  took  pof- 
fefnon  of  an  important  poll  called 
.Rockiiih-Bridge,  which,  as  he  was 
much  inferior  in  Ihength,  he  im- 
mediately intrenched  and  rendered 
defenfible.  He  had  not  been  many 
days  in  this  pofition,  where  he  was 
receiving  and  expeding  fuccours, 
when  General  M'Do-    „  ,  , 

nald  approached  at  th*  -^ 

head  of  his  army,  and  fent  a  letter 
-to  Moore,  inclofing  the  Governor's 
proclamattoti,  and  recommending 
to  him  and  his  party  to  join  the 
King.'s  Itandard  by  a  given  hour 
the. next  day,  or  that  he  muft  be 
under  the  neceflity,  of.  confidering 
them  as  enemies. 

As  l^Qore  knew  that  the  Provin- 
cial 
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cial  forces  were  marching  from  all 
quarters,  he  protrafted  the  negoci-' 
j^iion,  in  hopes  that  the  Tory 
army,  as  they  called  it,  might 
have  been  furrounded.  In  his  final 
anfvver  he  declared,  that  he  and 
his  officers  confidered  themfelves  as 
engaged  in  a  caufe  the  moft  glori- 
ous and  honourablein  the  world,  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind; he  reminded  the  emigrants 
of  the  ungrateful  return  they  made 
to  the  kind  reception  they  met  in 
the  colony  J  and  the  General,  with 
fome  of  his  officers,  of  an  oath 
they  had  faken  a  little  before,  and 
upon  which  they  were  permitted 
to  come  into  the  country,  that  they 
only  came  to  fee  their  friends 
and  relations,  without  any  concern 
whatever  in  public  affairs.  In  re- 
turn to  the  proclamation,  he  fent 
them  the  tell  propofed  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  with  a  proffer,  that  if  they 
lubfcribed  it,  and  laid  down  their 
;:?rms,  they  fhould  be  received  as 
friends;  but  iTthey  refufed  tocom- 
Ay,  they  muftexpc£lconfequences 
;milar  to  thofe  which  they  had 
/icld  out  to  his  people. 

In  the  mean  time,  M'Donald 
perceived  the  danger  he  was  in 
vf  being  enclofed,  and  abruptly 
i]ultting  his  ground,  endeavoured, 
with  confidcrable  dexterity,  by 
forced  marches,  the  unexpe<^ed 
paffing  of  rivers,  and  the  greateft  ' 
celerity  of  movement,  to  difen- 
gage  himfelf.  It  feems,  the  great 
and  immediate  obje^  in  vievv  with 
this  party,  was  to  bring  Governor 
Martin,  with  I^ord  William  Camp- 
bell, and  General  Clintot,  who 
had  by  this  time  joined  ihem,  into 
the  interior  country,  which  they 
judged  would  be  a  means  of  unitinp^ 
all  the  back  fettlers  of  the  fouthcrn 
colonies    in    the   royal    caufe,    of 


bringing  forward  the  Indians,  and. 
of  encouraging  the  well-affeded  to' 
Ihew  themfelves  in  all  places. 

The  provincial '  parties  were, 
however,  fo  clofe>  in  the  purfuit, 
and  fo  alert  in  cutting  the  country, 
and  fcizing  the  paffes,  that  M*Do^ 
liald  at  length'found  himfelf  under 
a  necellity  of  engaging  a  Colonel 
Cafwell,  who,  with  about  a  thou- 
fand  militia  and  minute-men,  had 
taken  pofTeffi'dn*  of  d  place  called' 
Moore's  Creek  bridge,  where  they 
had  thrown  up  an  intrenchment. 
The  royalilh  wete  by  all  accounts 
much  fuperior  in  number,  having 
been  rated  from  3000  to  1500, 
which  lail:  number  M'Donald,  af- 
ter the  a£lion,  acknowledged  them 
to  be.     The  emigrants    ^^  ,  .  - , 

began  the  attack  with  ^^^*  ^7^^. 
great  fury;  but  M'Cleod,  the  fe- 
cond  in  command,  and,a  few  more 
of  their  braveft  officers  and  men  be- 
ing killed  at  the  firft  onfet,  they 
fuddenly  lofl  all  fpirit,  fled  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  and,  as 
the  provincials  fay,'  defcrted  theit 
General,  who  was  taken  prifoher^ 
as  were  nearly  all  their  leaders,  and 
the  reft  totally  broken  and  dif- 
per  fed.  '  ^ 

This  viftory  was  a  matter  of 
great  exultation  and  triumph -to 
the  Carolinians.  They  had  Ihewti 
that  their  province  was  not  fo  weak 
as  was  imagined  ;  for  thoOgh  theif 
force  a6lual]y  in  the  engagement 
were  not  confiderabie,  they  had 
raifed  10,000  men  in  about  ten 
days.  But  what  was  dill  more 
flattering,  and,  perhaps,  notof  lefs 
real  importance,  they  had  encoun- 
tered Europeans  (who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  hold  them  ih  the  moft  fo* 
vereign  contempt,  both  as  men  and 
as  foldiers)  in  the  field,  and  de- 
feated them  with  an  inferior  foftfe. 

If 
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if  the  zeal  of  thefe  people  could 
have  been  kept  dormant  until  the 
arrival  of  the  force  from  Ireland, 
it  feems  more  than  probable  that 
the  fouthern  colonies  would  have 
confiderably  felt  the  impreffion  of 
fuch  an  infurreftion.      But   now, 
their  force  and  fpirits  were  To  en- 
tirely broken,  their  leaders  being 
fent  to  different  prifons,  and  the 
j-eft  ftripped   of  their   arms,    and 
watched  with  all  the  eyes  of  diftruft, 
that  no  future  effort  could  be  rea- 
fonably  expe£led  from  them.     Per» 
haps  too  great  a  dependence  was 
laid  on  their  power  and  prowefs, 
while  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide  were 
meafured  with  a  fcale  equally  de- 
ceitful.    It  is,  however,  extremely 
difficult  to  regulate  or  reftrain  the 
caprice  or  violence  of  thofe  lead- 
ers who  aiTume  authority  in  fuch 
feafons. 

A  fquadron  of  five  frigates  were 
fent  out  by  the  Congrefs  early  ;n 
the  year,  under  the  command  of 

«,      t     J         one  Hopkins,    who 
March  3d.       ^^5,^^  ^r ,,  ^^^^  ^^ 

the  Bahama  iflands;  where  they 
ftripped  that  of  Providence,  which 
is  the  principal,  of  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  artillery  and  (lores ; 
but  were  difappointed  in  the  pow- 
der, which  they  moft  wanted, 
through  the  prudence  of  the  Go- 
vernor, who  fent  150  barrels  of  it 
away  in  a  fmall  vefTel,  the  night 
before  they  landed.  They  brought 
off  the  governor,  and  fome  other 
public  officers,  as  prifoners ;  and 
after  taking  feveral  prizes  in  their 
return,  fell  in  at  length  with  the 
Glafgow  frigate  of  war,  accompa- 
nied with  a  tender,  the  latter  of 
which  they  took,  and  the  former 
cfcaped  with  difficulty  after  a  very 
ih^arp  engagement. 
Lord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet 


of    fugitives,    continued    on    th^ 
coafts  and  in  the  rivers  of  Virgi- 
nia for  a  great  part  of  the  year; 
and  as  every  place  was  now  flridlly 
guarded,    thefe    unhappy   people, 
who  had  put  themfelves  under  his 
protedion,   underwent    great    dif- 
treffes.     The  heat  of  the  weather, 
the  badnefs  and  fcarcity  of  water 
and   provinons,  with  the  clofenefs 
and    filth   of  the  fmall   vefTels  in 
which  they  were  crowded,  by  de- 
grees produced  that  malignant  and 
infeftious     diilemper,     which     is 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Jail  or 
Peftilential  Fever.     This  dreadful 
diforder  made  great  havoc  among 
them,  but  particularly  afieded  the 
negroes,   moft  of  whom  it  fwept 
away.     After  various  adventures, 
in  which  they  were  driven  from 
place  to  place,  and  from  ifland  to 
ifland,  by  the  Virginians,  feveral 
of  the  vefTels  were  driven  on  fhore 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  wretched 
fugitives  became  captives  to  their 
own  countrymen.  At  length,  every 
place  being  fhut  againfl:,  and  hof- 
tile    to    the  remainder,    and    nei- 
ther water  or  provifions  to  be  ob- 
tained,  even   at   the    expence    of 
blood,  it  was  found  neceffary,  to- 
wards the  beginning  of  Auguil,  to 
burn  the  fmaller  and  leafl  valuable 
veflbls,  and  to  fend  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  between  40  and  50 
fail,  with  the  exiles,  to  feek  fhel- 
ter  and  retreat  in  Florida,  Bermu- 
das, and  the  Weft-Indies.     In  this 
manner  ended  the  hopes  entertain- 
ed by  the  employment  of  the  ne- 
groes to  fupprefs  the  rebellion  in 
the  fouthern  colonies.     This  mea- 
fure,  rather  invidious  than  power- 
ful, tended  infinitely  to  inflame  the 
difcontents  in  thofe  colonies,  with- 
out adding  any  thing  to  the  flrengfh 
of  the  royal  arms.    The  unhappjp 
»  Cfeaturet;. 
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creatures  who  engagtd  in  it  are 
faid  to  have  periihed  almoft  to  a 
man. 

It  had  for  fome  time  pafl  been 
the  fortune  of  the  fleets,  trnnf- 
ports,  and  viftuallers,  which  had 
been  fent  to  America,  to  meet 
with  fuch  exceedingly  bad  weather 
on  their  paffage,  fuch  delays^  and 
fo  many  untoward  circumftances  of 
different  forts,  as  in  a  great  degree 
fruftrated  the  end  of  their  deflina- 
tion.  Sir  Peter  Parker's  fquadron, 
which  failed  from  Portfmouth  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  from  an  un- 
€xpefted  delay  in  Ireland,  and  bad 
weather  afterwards,  did  not  arrive 
at  Cape  Fear  till  the  beginning  of 
May,  where  they  were  detained  by 
various  caufes  till  the  end  of  the 
month.  There  they  found  General 
Clinton,  who  had  already  been  at 
New-York,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  Virginia,  where  he  had 
feen  Lord  Dunmore,  and  finding 
that  no  fervice  could  be  effeded 
at  either  place  with  his  fmall  force, 
came  thither  to  wait  for  them. 

The  feafon  of  the  year  was  much 
againd  the  operatioas  of  the  troops 
at  this  lime  in  the  fouthern  colo- 
nies, the  exceflive  heat  hating  ren- 
dered them  fickly  even  at  Cape 
Fear,  notwithllanding  the  plenty 
of  refre(hments  they  procured,  and 
the  little  labour  they  had  upon 
their  hands.  Something,  however, 
rouil  be  done,  and  Charlellown, 
the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  was 
within  the  line  of  Sir  Peter  Parker 
and  Lord  Cornwallis's  initruiflions. 
They  had  but  little  knowledge  of 
General  Howe's  fituation;  the  only 
information  that  General  Clinton 
received  of  his  evacuating  Bofton 
being  from  the  American  news- 
papers. And  it  happened  unluc- 
kily, chat  a  veilel,  which  General 


Howe  had  difpatched  from  Halifa:c 
with  orders  for  their  proceeding 
to  the  northward,  met  v/ith  fuch 
delays  in  her  paflage,  that  fhe  did 
not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear  till  after 
their  departure. 

The  fleet  anchored  off  Charles- 
town  Bar  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
They  were  joined  before  they  pro- 
ceeded to  aftion  by  the  Experi- 
ment man  of  war  ;  and  the  naval 
force  then  confiftcd  of  the  Commo- 
dore Sir  Peter  Parker's  fhip,  the 
Briftol,  of  50  guns ;  the  Experi- 
ment, of  the  fiame  force;  the  Ac- 
tive, Solebay,  Adeon,  and  Syren 
frigates,  of  28  guns  each;  the 
Sphynx  of  20,  a  hired  armed  fhip 
of  22,  a  fmall  floop  of  war,  ai> 
armed  fchooner,  and  the  Thunder 
bomb-ketch.  The  pafung  of  the 
bar  was  a  matter  of  time,  diffi- 
culty, and  danger,  efpecially  to 
the  two  large  fliips,  which  not- 
withftanding  the  taking  out  of  their 
guns,  and  the  ufing  of  every  other 
means  to  lighten  them  as  much  as 
pofnble,  both  touched  the  ground, 
and  ftuck  feveral  times. 

The  land  forces  were  command- 
ed by  General  Clinton,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  and  Brigadier  General 
Vaughan,  It  was  remarkable  that 
at  the  time  General  Clinton  failed 
from  Bofton,  General  Lee,  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  detachment  frojn 
the  army  before  that  place,  imme- 
diately fet  out  tofecure  New-York 
from  the  attempt  which  it  was  fup- 
pofed  the  former  would  have  made 
upon  that  city.  Having  fucceedciJ 
in  that  objeft.  General  Clintoa 
could  not  but  be  furprized,  at  his 
arrival  in  Virginia,  to  find  Lee  in 
poflefGon,  and  in  the  fame  ftate  of 
preparation,  in  which  he  had  left 
him  at  New-York.  Upon  his  de- 
parture for  Cape  Fear,  Lee  agaia 
traveried 
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traverfed  the  continent  wuh  the  ut-  ' 
inoft  expedition  to  fecure  North- 
Carolina.  And  at  length,  upon 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  fleet  and 
zrmy  to  the  fouthward,  Lee  again 
proceeded  with  equal  celerity  to 
the  defence  of  CharlcHown. 

The  firft  objecl  of  our  forces, 
after  pafling  the  bar,  was  the  at- 
tack of  a  fort  which  had  been  late- 
ly ereftcd,  though  not  made  alto- 
gether complete,  upon  t,he  fouth- 
weft  point,  of  Sullivan's  iiland. 
This  fort  commanded  the  paHage 
to  Charlcftown,  which  lay  farther 
wefl,  at  about 'fix  miles  diftance; 
2nd,  notwithftanding  the latenefs  of 
its  conftrudion,  was  with  propriety 
confidered  as  the  key  of  that  har- 
bour. It  is  faid  to  have  been  re- 
prefented  to  our  commanders  as  in 
even  a  more  imperfcfl  ftatc  than  it 
was  found  in  ;  but  if  the  defcrip- 
tion  had  been  otherwife,  it  is  not 
probable  they  would  have  expeded 
that  a  raw  mititia  could  have  been 
able,  for  any  length  of  time,  to 
have  fupported  the  great  weight  of 
fire  from  our  fliip?,  even  excluding 
ihe  co-operauon  of  the  land  forces. 

The  troops  Vs'ere  landed  on  Long 
Ifiand,  Vvhich  lies  nearer,  and  to 
the  eaftward  of  Sullivan's  ;  being 
feparated  only  by  fome  flioals,  and 
s  creek  called  the  Breach,  which 
are  deemed  pafTable  at  low  water, 
the  ford  being  reprefented  to  our 
cfHcers  as  only  eighteen  inches  in 
depth  in  that  {late."  The  Caroli- 
nians had  polled  fome  forces  with 
a  few  pieces  of  cannon  near  the 
north-eaflern  extremity  of  Sulli- 
van's Ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  near 
two  miles  from  the  fort,  where, 
they  threw  up  works  to  prevent  the 
pnfTage  of  the  royal  army  over  the 
"breach.'  General  Lee  was  en* 
camped  with  ^  confiderable  body 


of  forces  on  the  continent,  at  the 
back  and  to  the  northward  of  the 
ifland,  with  which  he  held  a  com- 
munication open  by  a  bridge  of 
boats,  and  could  by  that  means,  at 
any  time,  march  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  his  force,  to'  fupport  that 
poft  vvhich  was  oppofed  to  our  paf- 
hgc  from  Long  Ifland.  The  latter 
is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where 
the  trodps  fuffcred  greatly  from 
their  expofure  to  the  intenfe  heat 
of  the  fun.  Both  the  fleet  and  ar- 
my were  greatly  diftreflTed  through 
the  badnefs  of  the  water;  that 
which  is  found  upon  the  fea  coafls 
of  South  Carolina  being  every 
where  brackifli.  Nor  were  they 
in  a  much  better  condition,  with 
refpeft  either  to  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  provifions. 

Notwitbilanding  the  difpatch 
which  thefe  inconveniencies  ren- 
dered neceflTary,  fuch  delaj^s  oc- 
curred in  carrying  the  defign  int& 
execution,  that  it  was  near  the  end 
of  the  month  before  the  attack  up- 
6n  Sullivan's  Ifland  took  place;  a 
feafon  which  was  applied  by  the 
enemy  with  great  affidoity  to  the 
completion  of  their  works.  Every 
thing  being  at  length  fettled  be- 
tween the  commanders  by  fea  and 
land,  the  Thunder  bomb,  covered 

by  the  armed  (hip,      ,  o  u 

^-^  ,    1       „     .       ^*     June  28th. 
took  her  flation  in     -' 

the  morning,  and  began  the  at- 
tack, by  throwing  ftiells  at  the 
fort  as  the  fleet  advanced.  About 
eleven  o'clock,  the  Briftol,  Ex- 
periment, Aftive,  and  Solebay, 
brought  up  direftly  againil  the  fort, 
and  began  a  moll:  furious  and  in- 
ceflant  cannonade.  The  Sphynx, 
.A (3 eon,  and  Syren,  were  ordered 
tQ  the  vvefi:ward,  to  take  their  fta- 
tion  between  the  end  of  the  ifland 
and  Chariellown,  partly  thereby  to 
■  '    enfilade 
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enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort,  part- 
ly, if  poffible,  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  iheifland  and 
the  continent,  which  would,  of 
courfe,  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
garrifon,  as  well  as  all  fuccours 
from  the  latter ;  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent any  attempts  that  might  be 
made  by  fire-fliips,  pr  otherwifc,  to 
interrupt  the  grand  attack.  This 
part  of  the  defign  was  rendered  un- 
fortunate by  the  ftrange  unfltilful- 
nefs  of  the  pilot,  who  entangled 
the  frigates  in  the  flioals  called  the 
Middle  Grounds,  where  they  all 
ftuck  faft ;  and  though  two  of 
them  were  in  fome  time  with  da- 
mage and  difficulty  got  off,  it  was 
then  toQlate,  and  they  were  befides 
in  no  condition,  to  execute  the  in- 
tended fervice.  The  Afteon  could 
not  be  got  oiF,  and  was  burnt  by 
the  officers  and  crew  the  next 
morning,  to  prevent  her  materials 
and  llores  from  becoming,^, pr^y  to 
the  enemy. 

Whilil  the  continued  thunder 
from  the  fliips  feemed  fufficient  to 
fhake  the  firmnefs  of  the  bravejt 
enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of 
the  moil  veteran  foldier,  the  return 
made  by  the  fort  could  not  fail  o^ 
calling  for  the  refpeft,  as,  well  .515 
of  highly  incommoding  the  brave 
feamcn  of  Britain,  In  the  mid  ft 
of  that  dreadful  roar  of  artillery, 
they  ftuck  with  the  greateft  Con- 
ftancy  and  firmnefs  to  their  guns  j 
£red  deliberately  and  flo'wly,  and 
took  a  cool  and  effeilive  aim.  Th« 
ihips  fuifered  accordingly ;  they 
were  torn  almoft  to  pieces,  and  the 
flaughter  was  dreadful.  Neverdid 
Britiftiivalour  ftiine  moreconfpicu^ 
ous,  nor  never  did  our  marine,  in 
an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature 
with  any  foreign  enemy,  experi- 
ence fo  rude  an  encounter.  The 
fprings  of  the  Briftol*s  cable  being 
Vol.  XIX. 


Ciit.by  the  fhot,'  Ihe  lay  for  fome 
time  expofed  in  fuch  a  manner  to 
the  enemy's  fire,  as  to  be  molt 
dreadfully  raked.  The  brave 
Captain  Morris,  after  receiving  a 
number  of  wounds,  which  would 
liave  fuffi.cientJy  juftified.a  gallant 
ipan  in  retiring  from  his  ftation, 
ftill  with  a  noble  obftinacy  difdain- 
ed  to  quit  his  duty,  until  his  arm 
being  at  length  Ihot  oiF,  he  was 
carried  away  in  a  condition  which 
did  not  afford  a  poftibility  of  reco- 
very. It  is  faid,  that  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  Briftol  was  at  one  time 
cleared  of  every  perfon  but  the 
Commodore,  whd  flood  alone,  a 
fpedacle  of  intrepidity  and  firm- 
nefs, which  have  feldom  beea 
equalled,  nev^r  exceeded.  The 
Others  on  that  deck  were  either 
killed,  or  carried  down  to  have 
their  wounds  drefted.  Nor  did 
Captain  Scott,  of  the  Experiment, 
mifs  his  (hare  of  the  danger  or  glo- 
ry, whq,  befides  the  lofs  of  aa 
arm,  received  fo  many  other 
wounds,  that  his  life  was  at  firft  de- 
fpaired  of. 

The  fire  -from  the  Britifli  fhips 
was  not  thrown  away;  though  it 
did  not.produceall  the  effect  which 
wa?  hoped  and  expedled.  But  the 
fo?tifie^'ions  were  much  firmer 
than  they  had  been  thought,  and 
their  lownefs  preferved  them  in  a 
great  degree  from  the  weight  of 
our  (hot.  'Jliey  were  compofed  of 
palm-treps  and  earth,  and  the  mer- 
lons were  of  an  anufual  thicknefs. 
The  guns  were  at  one  time  (o  long 
fijenced,  that- it  was  thought  the 
fort  had  been  abandoned.  It  feems 
extraordinary,  that  a  detachment 
of  the  land  forces  were  not  in  rea- 
dinefs  on  board  the  tranfports  or 
boats  to  profit  of  fuch  an  occafion. 
But  thefe  are  only  a  part  of  the 
circumftances  relative  to  this  en- 
[*L}  gagcmenc 
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gagemcnt  which  have  never  been 
fufficiently  cleared  up.  The  praife 
beftowed  upon  the  garrifon  for  the 
conftancy  and  bravery  of  their  de- 
fence, by  the  Americans  in  gene- 
ral, as  well  as  by  General  Lee, 
fliew,  that  they  neither  abandoned 
their  guns,  nor  were  changed  ; 
however  they  might  be,  and  un- 
doubtedly were,  reinforced.  It  ap- 
pears, by  their  account?,  that  the 
iilence  of  the  fort  proceeded  from 
the  expenditure  of  all  their  powder, 
and  the  waiting  for  a  fupply  from 
the  continent  ;  which,  probably, 
did  not  arrive  the  fooner,  from  the 
neceffity  of  its  being  conveyed 
through  the  line  of  fire  from  the 
jnen  of  war. 

During  this  long,  hot,  and  ob- 
ftinate  conflid,  the  feamen  looked 
frequently  and  impatiently  to  the 
eaftward,  ftill  expefting  to  fee  the 
land  forces  advance  from  Long 
Ifland,  drive  the  rebels  from  their 
inlrenchment,  and  march  op  to 
ff  cond  the  attack  upon  the  fort.  In 
thefe  hopes  they  were  grievoufly 
difappointcd.  Such  various  ac- 
counts have  been  given  of  the  caufe 
of  this  inadion  of  the  land  forces, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  de- 
cided opinion  upon  the  fubjeft. 
The  Gazette,  from  whence  a  fa- 
iisfadory  Solution  of  all  difRcuUies 
might  be  expcdted,  is  fo  totally 
defeftive  and  dilTatisfaftory,  that 
It  feems  to  have  laid  a  foundation 
jfor  every  orher  error  and  contra- 
di<Elion  relaiive  to  this  bufinefs. 
That  account  fays,  that  the  King's 
forces  were  Hopped  by  an  imprac- 
ticable depth  of  water,  where  they 
expeded  to  have  pafled  nearly  dry- 
(hod.  To  fuppofe  that  the  Gene- 
rals, and  the  officers  under  their 
command,  Ihould  have  been  nine- 
teen ddys  in  that  fmall  ifland, 
without  ever^  examining,  until  the 


very  inftant  of  a^ion,  the  nature  of 
the  only  paflage  by  which  they 
could  render  fervice  to  their  friends 
and  fellows,  fulfil  the  purpofe  of 
their  landing,  and  anfwer  the  ends 
for  which  they  were  embarked  in 
the  expedition,  would  feem  a  great 
defeat  in  military  prudence  and 
circumfpe£lion.  But  there  might 
be  reafons  for  concealing  a  true 
ftate  of  the  affair.  Until  that  (late 
appears,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  lay 
any  imputation  on  the  officers  con- 
cerned in  fo  critical  a  fervice.  The 
only  rational  folution  of  the  faft, 
muft,  for  the  prefent,  be  drawn 
from  the  different  American  ac- 
counts. From  thefe  it  is  to  be  in- 
ferred, that  the  poft  which  the  re- 
bels poffeffed  at  the  end  of  Sulli- 
van's ifland,  was  in  fo  flrong  a 
Hate  of  defence,  the  approaches  on 
our  fide  fo  difadvantageous,  and 
Lee's  force  in  fuch  preparation  and 
capability  of  cruihing  us  in  the 
conflid,  that  General  Clinton 
would  have  run  the  mod  manifeft 
and  inexcufable  rifque,  of  the  ruin, 
if  not  total  lofs,  of  his  forces,  if  he 
had  ventured  upon  an  attack.  To 
this  it  may  be  added,  that  it  was 
only  upon  a  near  approach  that 
our  people  acquired  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy. 

Theaftion  continued,  until  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  compelled 
that  ceflation,  which  the  eagernefs 
of  the  aflailants,  v/orn  down  as  they 
were  with  fatigue,  and  weakened 
with  lofs,  was  ftill  unwilling  to 
accept.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  after 
every  effort  of  which  a  brave  man 
is  capable,  finding  that  all'hope  of 
fuccefs  was  at  an  end,  and  the  tide 
of  ebb  nearly  fpent,  between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening 
withdrew  his  fhattered  veffels  from 
the  fceneof  aflion,  after  an  engage- 
ment 
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ment  which  had  been  fupported 
with  uncommon  courage  and  vi- 
gour for  above  ten  hours.  The 
Briftol  had  iii,  and  the  Experi- 
ment 79,  men  killed  and  wounded; 
and  both  ftiips  had  received  fo 
much  damage,  that  the  provincials 
conceived  llrong  hopes,  that  they 
could  never  be  got  over  the  bar. 
The  frigates,  though  not  lefs  emu- 
lous in  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  being  lefs  pointed  at  than 
the  great  fhips,  did  not  fufFer  a 
proportional  lofs.  The  bomb  vef- 
fel  did  not  do  all  the  fervice  upon 
this  occaiion  which  was  expedled  ; 
whether  it  was  from  overcharging, 
in  confequenceof  having  originally 
taken  too  great  a  diftance,  which 
has  been  faid,  or  whether  it  pro- 
ceeded from  fome  fault  in  the  con- 
ftruftion,  which  feems  more  pro- 
bable ;  however  it  was,  the  beds 
of  the  mortars  were  in  fome  time  fo 
loofened  and  fhattered  as  to  become 
utterly  unferviceable. 

Colonel  Moultrie,  who  com- 
manded in  the  fort,  received  great 
and  deierved  applaufe  from  his 
countrymen,  for  the  courage  and 
conduft  by  which  he  was  fo  much 
diftinguiihed  in  its  defence.  The 
garrifon  alfo  received  a  great  (hare 
of  praife,  and  a  ferjeant  was  pub- 
licly diftinguiflied  by  a  prefent  of 
a  fword  from  the  Prefident  of  the 
colony,  for  a  particular  aft  of  great 
bravery. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the 
Congrefs  took  an  opportunity  of 
feeling  the  general  pulfe  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  preparing  them  for  the 
Mayicth.    dechrationofindepen. 

'  ■'  dency  which  was  to 
follow,  by  a  kind  of  circular  ma- 
il ifefto  to  the  feveral  colonies, 
ilating  the  caufes  which  rendered 
it,  as  they  faid,  neceflary,  that  all 


authority  under  the  crown  fhould 
be  totally  fupprefTed,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  taken  re- 
fpedlively  into  their  own  hands. 
In  fupport  of  this  pofition,  they 
inftanced  the  Prohibitory  Aft,  by 
which  they  were  excluded  from  the 
proteftion  of  the  crown  ;  the  re* 
jeftion  of  their  petition  for  redrefs 
of  grievances  and  reconciliation  ; 
and  the  intended  exertion  of  all 
the  force  of  Great  Britain,  aided 
by  foreign  mercenaries,  for  their 
deftruftion.  They  concluded  with 
a  recommendation  to  thofe  coIo«» 
nies,  whofe  government  was  not 
already  fufficient,  to  proceed  to  the 
eftabliihment  of  fuch  a  form,  as 
was  necefTary  to  the  prefervation  of 
internal  peace,  and  fuited  to  the 
prefent  exigency  of  their  aiFairs, 
for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  li- 
berties, and  properties,  againft  the 
hoftile  invafions  and  cruel  depre* 
dations  of  their  enemies. 

Penfylvania  and  Maryland  were 
the  only  colonies  that  in  part  op- 
pofed   the  eilablKhment  of  a  new 
government,  and   the  declaration 
of  independency.     A  majority  in 
the  affembly  of  the  former,  though 
eager  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
regarded  with  horror  every  idea  of 
a  total  feparation  from  the  parent 
ftate.    But  though  they  knew  that 
great  numbers  in  the  province  held 
fimilar  fentiments,  they  were  alfo 
fenfible,    that    the    more    violent 
formed  a  very  numerous  and  power- 
ful  body ;  that    they  had  already 
taken  fire  at  their  hefitation,  and 
confidered  them    rather   as  iecret 
enemies,  than  luke^warm  friends. 
Their  fituation  was  befides  difficult. 
If  th  >y  broke  the  union  of  the  co- 
lonies, and  thereby    forfeited  the 
aifillancc    and   proteftion   of    the 
others,  they  had  no  certainty  of 
[*/.]  z  obtaining 
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obtaining  a  redrefs  of  thofe  griev- 
ances, nor  the  fecurity  of  thofe 
rights,  for  which  they  were  as  wil- 
ling to  contend  in  their  own  way 
as  the  moft  violent  ;  but  were  not 
yet  willing  to  give  up  all  hope, 
nor  to  break  off  all  pofSbility  of 
accommodation.  Thus  critically 
circumftanced,  they  declared,  that 
the  queftion  of  independence  was  a 
matter  of  too  great  importance  for 
them  to  decide  finally  upon,  and 
that  they  would  therefore  refer  it 
to  their  conftituents,  together  with 
the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed 
on  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 

It  was  manifeftly  a  ftep  from 
which  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  re- 
treat. On  one  hand,  the  fepara- 
tion  from  Great-Britain,  even  if  it 
could  be  finally  accomplifhed,  muft 
be  attended  with  many  evident 
inconveniences.  The  protection 
of  the  great  parent  ftate,  and  the 
utility  of  the  power  of  a  common 
fovereign  to  balance  fo  many  fe- 
parate,  and,  poflibly,  difcordant 
ccmmonweahhs,  befides  many  po- 
litical and  many  commercial  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  old 
union,  muft  appear  in  a  clear  light 
to  every  fober  and  difcerning  per- 
fon.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
faid,  that  their  liberty  was  their 
firft  good,  without  which  all  the 
other  advantages  would  be  of  no 
value.  That  if  they  were  to  fub- 
mit  to  a  great  ftanding  army,  com- 
pofed  of  foreigners  as  well  as  Eng- 
lifh,  compofed  in  part  even  of  their 
own  flaves,  and  of  favages,  what 
terms  were  they  to  hope  for  ?  The 
jnoment  their  arms  were  laid  down, 
they  muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  their 
enemy.  For  what  end  did  they 
take  up  thefe  arms?  U  it  was  to 
fecure  their  liberty,  to^  lay  them 
down  without  that  fecurity,  would 


be  to  own,  that  their  firft  refiftance 
was  caufelefs  rebellion  ;  and  the 
pardon  ofl^ered,  was  the  only  fatif- 
fadion  for  the  prefent,  or  fecurity 
for  the  future,  they  were  given  to 
expeft.  Did  they  refift  power  only 
to  obtain  a  pardon  ?  were  they  fo 
abfurd  originally,  or  are  they  fo 
cowardly  now  ?  If  then  their  ob- 
jedl  is  refufed  to  all  their  entreatiet 
by  Great  Britain  ;  if  ftie  abandons 
them  to  plunder  without  redemp- 
tion, except  on  uncondiiional  fub- 
miflion,  how  is  the  objeft  of  their 
refiftance  to  be  obtained  ?  By  war 
only.  But  as  long  as  they  ac- 
knowledge the  claims  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain,  fo  long  will  their 
councils  and  their  generals  be  de- 
ftitute  of  all  civil  and  military  au- 
thority. The  war  they  carry  on 
muftof  courfe  be  irregular,  feeble, 
and  without  the  fmalleft  profp-^ft 
offuccefs.  Orders  will  be  given, 
which  none  will  be  obliged  to  obey; 
and  confpiracies  and  mutinies  will 
be  formed,  which  none  will  have 
a  juft  power  to  punifh  or  reprefs. 
Neither  will  any  foreign  power 
give  them  any  fupport  againft  the 
hoftile  combinations  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  fo  many  foreign  powers 
as  fhe  has  called  to  her  affiftance, 
fo  long  as  they  hold  themfelves  to 
be  fubjefts.  We  do  not  break  the 
connexion  (faid  they)  ;  it  is  already 
broke  and  diflblved  by  an  a6l  of 
parliament  ;  and  thus  abandoned, 
all  laws  human  and  divine  not  only 
permit,  but  demand  of  us,  to  pro- 
vide every  internal  and  external 
means  for  our  own  prefervation. 

In  thefe  fentimcnts,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  people,  the  matter  was 
brought  to  a  fair  trial  of  ftrength 
between  the  two  parties  ;  when  it 
was  carried  by  great  majorities, 
that  the  delegates  ihould  agree  to 
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the  determination  of  the  Congrefs. 
This  decifion,  however,  occafioned 
much  difleniion  in  the  province, 
and  has  founded  a  confiderable 
party  in  oppofition  to  the  prefcnt 
government. 

In  Maryland,  the  delegates  were 
inftrucled,  by  a  majority  of  feven 
counties  to  four,  to  oppofe  the 
queftion  of  independency  in  the 
Congrefs  ;  which  ihey  accordingly 
did;  and  having  given  their  votes, 
withdrew  totally  from  that  afiem- 
bly.  But  the  horror  of  being  fe- 
cluded  and  abandoned,  together 
with  the  reproaches  of  the  others, 
and  perhaps  the  dread  of  their  re- 
fentment,  foon  gave  a  new  turn  to 
the  conduft,  if  not  to  the  difpofition 
of  that  province. Thedelegates  were 
again  infrruiled  to  return  to  the 
Congrefs,  and  to  art  there,  as  they 
thought  beft  for  the  intereft  of  their 
country.  This  completed  the  union 
of  the  colonies  in  that  meafure. 

The  fatal  day  at  length  arrived, 
which,  (however  the  final  confe- 
quences  may  be)  mull  be  deeply 
regretted  by  every  true  friend  to 
,  ,  ,  this  empire,  when 
juiy4tn.  thirteen  EngliOi  colo- 
nies in  America  declared  them- 
felves  free  and  independent  Hates, 
abjured  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifti 
crown,  and  renounced  all  political 
connedlon  with  this  country.  Such 
are  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
civil  contention.  Such  the  efferts 
that  may  proceed  from  too  great  a 
jealoufy  of  power  on  the  one  fide, 
or  an  ill-timed  doubt  of  obedience 
on  the  other.  The  declaration  has 
been  feen  by  every  body  ;  it  con- 
tains a  long  catalogue  of  griev- 
ances, with  not  fewer  invertives  ; 
and  is  not  more  temperate  in  ftyle 
or  compofition,  than  it  is  in  aft. 

There  were  three  principal  ob- 


jefts  propofedin  theconduft  ofthe 
Britifli  forces  in  the  prefent  cam- 
paign. The  firft  was  the  relief  of 
Quebec,  and  the  redemption  of 
Canada,  which  alfo  included  the 
fubfequent  invafion  of  the  back 
parts  of  the  colonies  by  the  way  of 
the  lakes.  The  fecond  was  the 
making  a  ftrong  impreflion  on  the 
fouthern  colonies,  which  it  was 
hoped  would  at  leaft  have  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  the  recovery  of 
one  of  them.  The  third  was  the 
grand  expedition  againft  the  city 
and  prorince  of  New  York. 

Of  the  two  collateral  parts  of 
this  plan  we  have  already  feen  the 
event,  fo  far  as  the  firft  was  yet  ca- 
pable of  being  carried  into  execu- 
tion. On  the  third,  the  greateft 
hopes  of  fuccefs  were  not  unjuftly 
founded.  Much  the  better  part  of 
the  province  of  New-York  is  in- 
clofed  in  iflands,  which  being  long 
and  narrow,  were  expofed  on  all 
fides  to  the  hoftility  of  our  fleets, 
and  to  the  defcents  of  our  troops, 
with  every  advantage  in  their  fa- 
vour, whilft  they  continued  in  a 
ftate  of  enmity.  When  reduced, 
the  proteftion  of  the  (hips  of  war 
would  be  as  efFeftual  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  as  their  hoftility  had 
been  in  their  reduftion.  The  cen- 
tral fituation  of  this  province  af- 
forded great  advantages.  The  war 
could  be  carried  on  with  equal  fa- 
cility either  in  Connefticut,  and 
the  continent  of  New- York  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  or  in  New  Jerfey,  and 
from  thence  to  Penfylvania  on  the 
weftern  ;  or  it  may  be  transferred 
to  and  from  either  at  pleafure.  So 
that  this  pofition  enabled  the  Bri- 
tifti commander  to  prefcribe  the 
fcene  of  adion,  and  toquit  it  whea 
he  liked  ;  while,  if  the  army  wa« 
withdrawn  from  the  field, he  might, 
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by  the  means  of  the  great  north 
river,  and  the  diiFerent  channels 
between  the  iflands  and  the  main 
landf  with  his  (hips  and  detach- 
ments^ harrafsand  ruin  the  adjoin- 
ing countries  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  rebels,  however  powerful, 
could  make  no  attempt  on  the 
ifland,  that  would  not  be  attend- 
ed with  the  greateil  difadvantages, 
and  liable  to  the  mod  imminent 
danger.  Another  great  objed  in 
view  from  this  iituation,  was,  that 
if  General  Carleton  could  pene- 
trate to  Hudfon's,  or  the  great 
north  river.  General  Howe  might 
thereby  totally  cut  oiF  all  commu- 
nication between  the  northern  and 
fouthern  provinces.  To  crown 
thefe  advantages.  Long  Jlland, 
which  is  very  fertile  in  wheat  and 
all  other  corn,  and  abounded  with 
berds  and  flocks,  was  deemed  al- 
moft  equal  in  itfelf  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  army.  The  inhabi. 
tants  were  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  in 
general  well  afFeded  to  the  royal 
caufe. 

The  attainment  of  thefe  great 
objedsy  and  the  condud  of  the 
grand  armament  which  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  purpofe,  were  commit- 
ted to  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  and 
his  brother  the  General ;  men  v/ho 
fiood  high  in  the  opinion  and  con- 
fidence of  the  nation,  as  well  from 
their  own  merits  and  fervices,  as 
from  the  military  charader  and 
bravery  of  the  family.  To  this 
fervice  was  allotted  a  very  power- 
ful army,  confifting,  beficies  the 
national  forces,  of  about  13,000 
Hcffians  and  Waldeckers.  The 
whole  force,  if  the  different  parts 
of  which  it  was  compofed  could 
have  been  united  in  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign,  it  was  fuppofed, 
would  have  amounted  to  about 


35,000  men.  It  will  be  eafily 
conceived, by  thofe  acquainted  with 
military  affairs,  that  all  calcula* 
tions  of  this  nature,  though  found- 
ed upon  the  beft  official  informa- 
tion, will  far  exceed,  even  at  a 
much  nearer  diftance  than  America, 
the  real  efFedive  number  that  can 
ever  be  brought  to  adion.  This 
force,  when  united,  was,  however, 
truly  formidable,  and  fuch  as  no 
part  of  the  new  world  had  ever  feen 
before.  Nor  was  it,  perhaps, 
ever  exceeded  by  any  army  in  Eu- 
rope of  an  equal  number,  whether 
confidered  with  refped  to  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  troops,  the  abun- 
dant provifion  of  all  manner  of  mi- 
litary ftores  and  warlike  materials, 
or  the  goodnefs  and  number  of  ar- 
tillery of  all  forts  with  which  it  was 
provided.  It  was  beficies  fuppcrted 
by  a  very  numerous  fleet,  particu- 
larly well  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  fervice.  Befides  their  military 
powers,  the  General  and  Admiral 
were  appointed  the  commilTioners 
under  the  late  ad  of  parliament, 
for  reftoring  peace  to  the  colonies, 
and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  as 
fhould  deferve  the  royal  mercy. 

The  fltuation  of  the  army  at  Ha- 
lifax, and  the  \<  vg  nay  of  above 
two  months  which  it  was  obiiged 
to  make  there,  ftill  waiting  the  ar- 
rival of  fome  of  :he  reinforcements 
from  England  to  enable  it  to  go 
upon  fervice,  was  neither  pleahng 
to  the  General,  nor  comfortable 
to  the  men.  The  country  w.is  in 
no  fltuation  to  afl^ord  them  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  of  provifion  s  or  necef- 
faries  ;  nor  was  the  place  even  ca- 
pable of  providing  quarters  on 
fhore  for  the  private  men,  who 
were  obliged  to  continue  on  board 
thefhips  during  the  whole  of  their 
flay.     As  the  fummcr  advanced, 

the 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [,*i6j 

the  troops  being  cantoned  in  the 
villages,  received  plenty  of  thofe 
refrefliments  which  they  fo  much 
wanted.  He  was  met  by  Governor 
Trion,  with  feveral  well-aftefted 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  refuge 
with  him  on  board  a  fhip,  at  Sandy- 
Hook,  who  gave  him  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  Hate  and  difpofitioa 
of  the  province,  as  well  as  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  enemy.  He  had 
the  fatisfadlion  of  being  joined  by 
about  lixty  perfoas  from  New  Jer- 
(cy,  who  came  to  take  arms  in  the 
royal  caufe,  and  about  200  of  the 
militia  of  the  ifland  were  embodied 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  which  af- 
forded the  pleafing  profpedt,  that 
when  the  army  was  in  force  to 
march  into  the  country  and  proted 
the  royalifts,  fuch  numbers  would 
join  it,  as  would  contribute  not  a 
little  to  bring  the  prefent  troubles 
to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax 
about  a  fortnight  after  his  brother's 
departure,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Staten  I  (land,  where  he 
arrived  before  the  middle  of  July, 
His  firft  a6l  was  to  fend    j  .  , 

afhore,  by  a  flag,  a  •'  ^  ^  * 
circular  letter  to  the  feveral  late 
Governors  of  the  colonies,  ac- 
quainting them  with  his  civil  and 
military  powers,  and  deliring  that 
they  would  publifh,  as  generally  as 
poffible,  for  the  information  of  the 
people,  a  declaration  which  ac- 
companied the  letter.  In  this  piece 
he  informed  the  public  of  the 
powers  with  which  his  brother  and 
he  were  endued  under  the  late  aft 
of  parliament,  of  granting  general 
or  particular  pardons  to  all  thofe, 
who,  in  the  tumult  and  difailer  of 
the  times,  might  have  deviated  from 
their  juft  allegiance,  and  who  were 
willing,  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 

[•/,]  4  duty. 


the  General  grew  impatient  at  the 
delay,  and  was  probably  further 
urged  by  the  fcarcity  of  provifions. 
He  accordingly,  without  waiting 
for  his  brother,  or  the  expeded  re- 
inforcements, departed,  with  Ad- 
miral Shuldam,  and  the  fleet  and 
army,  from  Halifax,  about  the 
lothof  June,  and  near  the  end  of 
the  month  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook, 
a  point  of  land  that  ilands  at  the 
entrance  into  that  confluence  of 
founds,  roads,  creeks,  and  bays, 
which  are  formed  by  New-York, 
Staten,  and  Long,  iflands,  the 
continent  on  either  fide,  with  the 
North  and  Rareton  rivers. 

On  their  pafl*age  they  were 
joined  by  fix  Iranfports  with  High- 
land troops  on  board,  who  were 
feparaied  from  feveral  of  their  com- 
panions in  the  voyage.  It  ap- 
peared foon  after,  that  fome  of  the 
mifTing  (hips,  with  about  4^0  fol- 
diers,  and  feveral  officers,  were 
taken  by  the  American  cruizers. 
The  General  found  every  approach- 
able part  of  the  ifland  of  New- 
York  ftrongly  fortified,  defended 
byanuraerousartillery,  and  guard- 
ed by  little  lefs  than  an  army.  The 
extent  of  Long  Ifland  did  not  ad- 
mit of  its  being  fo  ftrongly  forti- 
fied, or  fo  well  guarded  ;  it  was, 
however,  in  a  powerful  llate  of  de- 
fence; hadanencampmentof  confi- 
derable  forceon  iheendof  the  ifland 
near  New-York,  and  feveral  works 
thrown  up  on  the  moll  acceflible 
parts  of  the  coaft,  as  well  as  at  the 
ftrongeft  internal   pafles. 

Staten  Ifland,  being  of  lefs  va- 
lue and  confequence,  was  lefs  at- 
Tuly  5d  '^"^^^  ^o-  The  General 
^  ^  ^  '  landed  on  the  ifland 
without  oppofition,  to  the  great 
joy  of  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  who 
had  fufFered  for  their  loyalty  5  and 
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duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour,  and  of  declaring  any 
colony,  province,  county,  town, 
port,  diftritt,  or  place,  to  be  at 
the  peace  of  his  Majefty  ;  in  which 
cafe,  the  penal  provifions  of  that 
law  would  ceafe  in  their  favour.  It 
alfo  promifed,  that  a  due  confi- 
deration  fhouKi  be  had  to  the  fer- 
vices  of  all  perfons  who  contri- 
buted to  the  reftoration  of  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity. 

Thefe  papers  being  immediately 
forwarded  by  General  Wafhington 
to  the  Congrefs,  were  as  fpeedily 
publifhed  by  them  in  all  thenewf- 
papers,  with  a  preface  or  com- 
ment of  their  own,  in  the  form  of 
a  refolution  ;  that  the  publication 
was  in  order  that  the  people  of  the 
united  ftates  might  be  informed 
of  what  nature  are  the  commiffion- 
ers,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the 
expeftation  of  which  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  had  endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that 
the  few  who  ftill  remained  fufpend- 
ed  by  a  hope  founded  either  on  the 
juftice  or  moderation  of  that  court, 
might  now  at  length  be  convinced, 
that  the  valour  alone  of  their  coun- 
try is  to  fave  it's  liberties. 

At  and  about  the  fame  time,  dif- 
ferent flags  were  fent  afhore  by 
Lord  Howe,  accompanied  by  fome 
of  his  officers,  with  a  letter  dired- 
cd  to  George  Wafhington,  Efq; 
which  that  General  refufed  to  re- 
ceive, as  not  being  addrefled  with 
the  title,  and  in  the  form,  due  to 
the  rank  which  he  held  under  the 
United  States.  The  Congrefs 
highly  applauded  the  dignity  of 
this  conduft,  in  a  public  refolution 
pafTed  for  the  purpofe  ;  by  which 
they  direfted,  for  the  future,  that 
none  of  their  commanders  fhould 
receive  any  letter  or  meifagc  from 


the  enemy,  but  fuch  as  ftiould  be 
diredled  to  them  in  the  characters 
which  they  refpedively  fuftained. 

At      length.      Adjutant  , 

General  Patterfon  was  fent  ^°^"* 
to  New-York  by  General  Howe, 
with  a  letter  addrefTed  to  George 
Wadiington,  &c.  &c.  &c.  That 
Genera)  received  him  with  great 
polit(*nefs,  and  the  ufual  ceremony 
of  blindfolding,  in  pafling  through 
the  fortifications,  was  difpenfed 
with  in  his  favour.  The  Adjutant 
regretted,  in  the  name  of  his  prin- 
cipals, the  (pifficulties  which  had 
arifen  with  rtfpedl  to  addreffing  the 
letters ;  declared  their  high  efteem 
for  his  perfon  and  chara<^ter,  and 
that  they  did  not  mean  to  derogate 
from  the  refpeft  doe  to  his  rank  ; 
and  that  it  was  hoped  theet  cetera*s 
would  remove  the  impediments  to 
their  correfpondence.  The  Gene- 
ral replied,  that  a  letter  direfted  to 
any  perfon  in  a  public  charader 
fhould  have  fome  defcription  or  in- 
dication of  it,  otherwife  it  would 
appear  a  mere  private  letter  ;  that 
it  was  true  the  et  cetera's  implied 
everything;  but  they  alfo  implied 
anything  ;  and  that  he  fhould  ab- 
folutely  decline  any  letter  direfted 
to  him  as  a  private  perfon,  when  it 
related  to  his  public  ftation. 

A  long  conference  enfued  on  the 
fuhjeftof  prifoners,  and  the  com- 
plaints which  were  made  on  both 
fides,  particularly  by  the  Congrefs, 
relative  to  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceived. The  adjutant  having  ob- 
{ervedf  that  the  commiffioners  were 
armed  with  ^reat  powers ;  that 
they  would  derive  the  greateft 
pleafure  from  efFefting  an  accom- 
modation ;  and  that  himfelfwiflied 
to  have  thatvifit  confidered  as  ma- 
king the  firft  advance  towards  that 
defirable  objed:   he    received  for 
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anfwer,  among  other  things,  that 
by  what  had  appeared,  their  pow- 
ers were  only  to  grant  pardons; 
that  thofe  who  had  committed  no 
fault  wanted  no  pardon  ;  and  that 
they  themfelves  were  only  defend- 
ing what  they  deemed  their  indif- 
putable  right.  The  adjutant  was 
received  by  General  Wafhington  in 
great  military  ftate,  and  the  utmoft 
politenefs  was  obfcrved  on  both 
fides. 

Some  fmall  time  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet  and  army,  plots 
in  favour  of  the  royal  caufe  were 
difcovered  in  New-York  and  Al- 
bany, which  were  productive  of 
much  trouble.  Some  few  execu- 
tions took  place,  great  numbers 
were  confined,  and  many  aban- 
doning their  houfes  under  the  ope- 
ration of  their  fears,  were  purfued 
as  outlaws,  and  enemies  to  their 
country.  The  ellates  of  thofe  un- 
fortunate people,  againft  whom 
there  were  proofs,  were  feized. 
In  the  mean  time,  new  forms  of 
government  were  elbblifhed  in  all 
thofe  colonies,  which  deemed  the 
former  infufficient  for  their  prefent 
fituation,  and  the  others  made  the 
alterations  necefl^ary  to  adapt  their 
old  forms  to  the  new  fyftem.  The 
declaration  of  independence  was 
alfo  publiflied  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  every  where  received  and  ac- 
companied with  the  greateft  public 
teftimonials  of  joy.  This  confi- 
dence and  boldnefs  in  the  midft  of 
fo  untried  and  dangerous  a  ftrug- 
gle,  and  at  the  eve  of  fo  formi- 
dable an  invafion,  fliewed  either 
great  prefumption,  a  knowledge 
of  internal  ftrength,  or  a  certainty 
of  foreign  fupport,  which  appeared 
alarming. 

The  firft  divifion  of  Heffians, 
with  the  Britilh  troops  by  whom 


they  were  accompanied,  failed  di- 
reflly  from  England  to  Halifax,  as 
Lord  Howe  had  done,  being  ftill 
ignorant  of  the  general's  departure 
from  that  place.  By  this  means 
the  month  of  Auguft  was  confide- 
rably  advanced  before  their  arrival 
at  New- York,  and  it  was  of  courfe 
fome  days  longer  before  any  expe- 
dition of  importance  could  be  un- 
dertaken by  the  commiflioners.  la 
the  mean  time  they  were  joined  by 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  General  Clin-v 
ton,  with  the  fquadron  and  forces 
from  South  Carolina,  as  well  as 
bv  fome  regiments  from  Florida 
and  the  Weft-Indies. 

All  the  forces  being  now  arri- 
ved, except  about  one  half  of  the 
Heffians,  who,  though  on  their 
way,  were  not  fpeedily  expefted, 
an  attempt  upon  Long-Illand  was 
refolved  upon,  as  being  more  prac- 
ticable, and  therefore  better  fitted 
for  the  firft  eifay  than  New-York, 
as  affording  a  greater  fcope  for  the 
difplay  to  advantage  of  military 
(kill  and  experience,  and  as  a- 
bounding  with  thofe  fupplies  which 
fo  great  a  body  of  men  as  were 
now  affembled  by  fea  and  land  ne- 
ceflarily  demanded. 

The  neceflary  mea-  . 
fures  being  taken  by  ^^^-  ^^\ 
the  fleet  for  covering  the  defccnt, 
the  army  was  landed  without  op- 
pofition  near  Utrecht  and  Gravef- 
end,  on  the  fouth-weft  end  of  the 
ifland,  and  not  far  from  the  narrows 
where  it  approaches  clofeft  to  Sta- 
ten  Ifland.  General  Putnam  was 
at  that  time  with  a  ftrong  force  en» 
camped  at  Brookland,  or  Brook- 
lyn, at  a  few  miles  diftance,  on 
the  north  coaft,  where  his  works 
covered  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  pe« 
ninfula,  having  what  is  called  the 
Bail  river,  which  feparated   him 
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from  New- York,  on  his  left ;  a 
marfh,  which  extended  to  Gowan*s 
Cove,  on  his  right  ;  with  the 
bay  and  Governor's  ifland  to  his 
back.  The  armies  were  feparatcd 
by  a  range  of  hills  covered  with 
wood,  which  inteifefl  the  country 
from  eaft  to  well,  and  are,  in  that 
part,  called  the  heights  of  Guana. 
The  diredl  road  to  the  enemy  lay 
through  a  village  called  Flat  Bulb, 
where  the  hills  commenced,  and 
near  which  was  one  of  the  moft 
important  pafTes.  As  the  army 
advanced,  the  north  coaft  was  to 
the  left,  the  fouth  to  the  right,  and 
Flat  Bulb  was  nearly  in  the  center 
between  both.  The  ifland  in  that 
part  is  kept  narrow  by  Jamaica- 
bay,  on  the  right,  but  Toon  wi^ 
dens.  General  Putnam  had  de- 
tached a  confiderable  part  of  his 
army  to  occupy  the  woody  hills, 
and  poffefs  the  pafTes ;  and  if  the 
commanders  upon  this  fervice  had 
been  fkilful  and  vigilant,  they 
could  not  have  been  eafily  pafled. 

Lord  Cornwallis  pulhed  on  im- 
mediately with  the  referve,  and 
fome  other  troops,  to  Flat  Bufb, 
where  finding  the  enemy  in  ppflef- 
lion  of  the  pafs,  he  complied  with 
bis  orders  in  making  no  attempt 
upon  it.  When  the  whole  army 
was  landed,  the  Heffians,  under 
General  Heifter,  compofed  the 
center  at  Flat  Buib;  Major  Gene- 
ral Grant  commanded  the  left 
wing,  which  extended  to  the 
coaft  ;  and  the  principal  army, 
containing  much  the  greater  part 
of  the  Britifh  forces,  under  the 
command  of  General  Clinton, 
Earl  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis, 
turned  (hort  to  the  right,  and  ap- 
proached the  oppofite  coaft  at  Flat 
Land. 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for 


forcing  the  hills,    and  advancing 
towards  the  enemy's  lines,  General 
Clinton,  at  the  head  of  the  van 
of  the  array,  confifting  of  the  light 
infantry,  grenadiers,  light  horfe, 
referve    under    Lord    Cornwallis, 
and   other   corps,     with    fourteen 
field  pieces,  began,  as  foon  as  it  was 
dark  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  to 
move  from  Flat  Land,  and  paffing 
through    the  part  of   the  country 
called  the  New  Lots,  arrived  upon 
the    road   which  crofTes  the  hills 
from  Bedford   to  Jamaica,  where 
turning  to  the  left  towards  the  for- 
mer of  thefe  places,  they  feized  a 
pafs    of    the    utmoft   importance, 
which, through  fome  unaccountable 
and   fatal   negled  of  the  enemy's 
generals,  was  left  unguarded.  The 
main    body,   under    Lord   Percy, 
with  ten  field  pieces,  followed  the 
van  at    a    moderate  diftance,  and 
the  way  being  thus  happily  open, 
the   whole  army  pafTed  the    hills 
without  noife  or  impediment,  and 
dcfcended  by  the  town  of  Bedford 
into  the  level   country  which  lay 
between  them  and  Putnam's  lines. 
The  engagement  was  begun  ear- 
ly in  the  morning  by  the  HelTians 
at  Flat  Bufh,  and  by  GeneralGrant 
on  the  coaiH,  and  a  warm  cannon- 
ade, with  abrifk  fire  of  fmall  arms, 
waseageriy  fupported  on  both  fides 
for    fome    hours.     In    the    mean 
time   the  fhips  made  feveral  mo- 
tions on  the  left,  and   attacked  a 
battery  on  R'-d  Hook,  not  only  to 
diftraft    the  right  of  the    enemy, 
who  were   engaged  with    General 
Grant,  but  to  call  off  their  atten- 
tion totally  from  the  left  and  rear, 
where  all  their  danger  lay.    Thofe 
who  oppoled  the   Heffians   in  the 
left  and  center,  were  the  firft  ap- 
prized of  the  march  of  the  Britifh 
army,  and  of  their   own  danger. 

They 
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They  accordingly  retreated  In  large 
bodies,  and  in  tolerable  order 
with  their  artillery,  in  order  to  re- 
cover  their  camp,  but  Toon  found 
themfelves  intercepted  by  the 
King*s  troops,  who  furioufly  at- 
tacked, and  drove  them  back  into 
the  woods.  There  they  again  met 
the  Heffians,  and  were  alternately 
chaced  and  intercepted  by  the  light 
infantry  and  dragoons.  In  thefe 
defperate  circumftances,  fome  of 
their  regiments,  overpowered  and 
outnumbered  as  they  were,  forced 
their  way  to  the  lines,  through  all 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
oppofed  and  furrounded  them. 
Others,  perhaps  not  lefs  brave, 
perifhed  in  the  attempt.  Some 
kept  the  woods  andefcaped  ;  others, 
lefs  fortunate,  were  lolt  under  the 
fame  protedlion.  The  nature  of 
the  country,  and  variety  of  the 
ground,  occafioned  a  continuance 
and  exteniion  of  fmall  engage- 
ments, purfuits,  and  flaughter, 
which  lafted  for  many  hours. 

Never  was  any  body  of  men 
more  efFeftually  entrapped:  their 
right,  which  was  engaged  with 
General  Grant  on  the  coaft,  were 
fo  late  in  their  knowledge  of  what 
was  paifing,  that  they  were  inter- 
cepted in  their  retreat  by  fome  of 
the  Britifti  troops,  who,  befides 
turning  the  hills,  and  their  left, 
had  in  that  morning  traverfed  the 
whole  extent  of  country  in  their 
rear.  Such  of  thefe  as  did  not 
chufe  to  take  to  the  woods,  which 
were  the  greater  number,  were 
obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into 
the  marfh  at  Gowan's  Cove,  which 
we  have  already  taken  notice  of, 
where  many  were  drowned,  and 
others  perilhed  more  miferably  in 
the  mud :  a  confiderable  number, 
liowever,  iQade  their  efcapc   this 


way  to  the  lines,  though  they  were 
thinned  in  every  part  of  the  courfe 
by  the  fire  of  the  purfuers. 

Their  lofs  was  reprefented  as  ex- 
ceeding 3000  men,  including  about 
iQOO  who  were  taken  prifoners. 
Almoft  a  whole  regiment  from 
Maryland,  confifting  altogether  of 
young  men  of  the  beft  families  in 
the  country,  was  cut  to  pieces. 
Undoubtedly  their  lofs  mult  have 
been  great,  though  they  do  not 
acknowledge  any  fuch  number  in 
their  accounts.  This  atlion,  how- 
ever, broke  their  fpirits  exceed- 
ingly. They  not  only  loft  a  num- 
ber of  their  beft  and  braveft  men, 
but  the  furvivors  loft  that  hope  of 
fuccefs,  and  confidence  in  their 
own  prowefs,  which  are  fo  efTential 
to  vidory.  New  foldiers,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  fpirits,  and  pride  of  bo- 
dily ftrength,  can  fcarcely  conceive 
any  advantage  over  them,  which 
the  old  can  derive  from  difcipline 
and  a  knowledge  of  their  bufinefs. 
And  if  they  are  well  commanded, 
and  ikilfuliy  led  to  aflion  in  this 
temper,  fo  that  their  opponents 
are  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of 
turning  thefe  advantages  to  ac- 
count, they  will  do  wonderful  exe- 
cution :  for  not  being  yet  capable 
of  thoroughly  comprehending  dan- 
ger, nor  having  known  by  expe- 
rience the  pain  and  vexation  of 
woui\^s,  they  are  often  more  da- 
ring, adventurous,  and  violent  than 
veterans.  But  if,  as  in  the  prefenc 
inftance,  they  find  courage  and 
ftrength  totally  ufelefs ;  that  when 
they  are  making  the  greateft,  and, 
as  they  think,  mofteft"edual  efforts, 
they  find  them  all  thrown  away, 
and  that  they  are  furrounded,  over- 
powered, and  deftroyed,  by  means 
which  they  cannot  underftand,  they 
withdraw  ail  .due  confidence  from 
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thofe  things  on  which  they  had  be- 
fore placed  too  much,  and  afcribe 
an  irrefiftible  power  to  military 
ikill  and  difcipline  which  they  do 
not  really  pofTefs.  Thus  they  a- 
bandon  their  natural  ftrength,  and 
it  will  be  fome  time  before  they 
have  confidence  enough  in  their 
new  knowledge  to  call  it  eiFedu- 
ally  into  adlion. 

Great  errors  feem  to  have  been 
committed  on  the  fide  of  the  pro- 
vincial commanders.  They  fay, 
that  a  body  of  not  more  than  four 
or  five  thoufand  men  was  furround- 
ed  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Britifh 
army.  They  endeavour  to  palliate 
their  mifconduft  in  getting  into 
that  fituation  by  reprefenting,  that 
they  had  no  idea  that  more  than  a- 
bout  that  number  of  Britiih  troops 
were  landed  on  the  ifland.  It  does 
appear  as  if  no  more  had  landed 
in  the  firfl  embarkation  ;  but  ei- 
ther from  a  change  or  concealment 
of  plan,  very  great  bodies  were 
afterwards  embarked  and  pafled. 
The  provincials  too,  as  ufual  with 
men  in  misfortunes,  hinted  trea- 
chery in  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
employed  to  difcover  the  motions 
of  their  enemy,  and  to  guard  the 
pafles,  by  the  occupying  of  which 
they  had  been  furrounded. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  fpirit 
and  alacrity  fhewn  by  all  the  dif- 
ferent corps  of  which  the  Britifh 
army  was  compofed  in  this  adion. 
The  ardour  of  the  foldiers  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  generals  could  call  them  off 
from  attacking  the  enemy's  lines, 
in  the  eagernefs  of  their  purfuit  af- 
ter the  fugitives.  Nor  is  it  impro- 
bable, in  that  temper,  that  they 
would  have  carried  every  thing  be- 
fore them.  It  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  emulation  between  the  fo- 


reign troops  and  the  Britiih  did 
not  lefTen  the  defire  of  being  di- 
ftinguifhed  on  either  fide  in  this 
their  firfl:  adlion.  Too  much  praife 
cannot  be  given  to  the  ability 
which  planned  this  enterprize,  nor 
to  the  promptnefs  and  e^caditude 
with  which  thefeveral  generals  car- 
ried their  refpedive  parts  of  it  into 
execution. 

Three  of  the  enemy's  comman- 
ders, viz.  Major  General  Sullivan, 
with  the  Brigadiers  General  Lord 
Sterling  and  Udell,  and  ten  other 
field  officers,  were  among  the  pri- 
foners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the 
Britiih  and  Heffians  was  very  tri- 
fling, being  under  350  in  killed 
and  wounded  ;  of  which  the  for- 
mer did  not  compofe  one  fifth.  An 
officer  with  a  few  men  were  taken 
prifoners.  The  viftorious  army 
encamped  in  the  front  of  the  ene- 
my's works  on  that  even-  1 
ing,  and  on  the  28th,  at  ' 
night,  broke  ground  in  farm  at 
600  yards  diftance  from  a  redoubt 
which  covered  the  enemy's  left. 

General  Wafhington  paffed  over 
from  New-York  during  the  en- 
gagement, and  is  faid  to  haveburft 
into  a  poignant  exclamation  of 
grief,  when  he  beheld  the  inextri- 
cable deftruClion  in  which  fome  of 
his  beft  troops  were  involved.  No- 
thing was  now  left,  but  to  pre- 
ferve  the  remainder  of  the  army  on 
Long-Ifland.  He  knew  that  the 
fuperior  power  of  the  royal  artillery 
would  fcon  filence  their  batteries, 
and  that  if  their  lines  were  forced, 
which,  in  their  prefent  depreffion 
of  fpirits,  and  comparative  weak- 
nefs  in  number  as  well  as  difcipline, 
there  was  little  hope  of  preventing, 
they  muft  all  be  killed  or  taken. 
If  he  attempted  to  ftrengthen  them 
by  reinforcements  from  New-York, 

he 
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he  hazardfd  the  lofs  of  that  ifland, 
which  was  already  menaced  on 
every  fide,  and  kept  in  continual 
alarm  and  apprehenfion  by  the  fleet. 
A  danger  not  lefs  than  any  other 
was  ftlll  to  be  confidered;  the  men 
of  war  only  waited  for  a  fair  wind 
to  enter  and  take  pofieffion  of  the 
Eaft  river,  which  would  have  totally 
cut  off  all  communication  between 
the  iflands.  In  this  fituation,  no 
hope  remained  but  in  a  retreat;  a 
matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  and 
danger,  under  the  eye  of  fo  vigi- 
lant an  enemy,  and  with  fo  pow- 
erful an  army,  flulhed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  clofe  to  their  works.  This 
arduous  tafk  was,  however,  under- 
taken, and  carried  into  execution 
with  great  ability  by  General  Wa- 
ihington,  Tn  the  night  of  the 
29th,  their  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  the  camp  and  their  different 
works,  and  with  their  baggage, 
ftores,  and  part  of  their  artillery, 
were  conveyed  to  the  water  fide, 
embarked,  and  pafled  over  a  long 
ferry  to  New- York,  with  fuch  won- 
derful filence  and  order,  that  our 
army  did  not  perceive  the  leaft  mo- 
tion, and  were  furprifed  in  the 
morning  at  finding  the  lines  aban- 
doned, and  feeing  the  laft  of  the 
rear  guard  (or,  as  they  fay,  a  party 
which  had  returned  to  carry  off 
fome  ftores  that  were  left  behind) 
in  their  boats,  and  out  of  danger. 
Thofe  who  are  bed  acquainted 
with  the  difficulty,  embarraflment, 
noife,  and  tumult,  which  attend, 
even  by  day,  and  no  enemy  at 
hand,  a  movement  of  this  nature 
with  fever^l  thoufand  men,  will  be 
the  firft  to  acknowledge,  that  this 
retreat  fhould  hold  a  high  place 
among  military  iranfadions. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  from  Long 
Ifland,  General  Sullivan  was  fent 


upon  parole  with  a  meflap'^  from 
Lord  Howe  to  the  Conere.  la 
this  he  ftated,  that  though  he  could 
not  at  prefent  treat  with  that  af- 
fembly  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very 
delirous  of  having  a  conference 
with  fome  of  their  members,  whom 
he  would  confider  for  the  prefent 
only  as  private  gentlemen,  and 
would  himfelf  meet  them  at  fuch 
place  as  they  fliould  appoint.  He 
faid,  that  he  had,  in  conjunftion 
with  the  General,  full  powers  to 
compromife  the  difpute  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  both,  the 
obtaining  of  which  had  detained 
him  near  two  months,  IriilVpre- 
vented  his  arrival  before  the  decla- 
ration of  independency  took  place. 
That  he  wiftied  a  compadl  might 
be  fettled  at  this  time,  when  no 
decifive  blow  was  flruck,  and  nei. 
ther  party  could  fay  they  were  com* 
pelled  to  enter  into  the  agreement. 
That  if  the  Congrefs  were  dif- 
pofed  to  treat,  many  things  which 
they  had  not  yet  afked  might  and 
ought  to  be  granted  to  them  ;  and 
that  if  upon  the  conference  any 
probable  ground  of  an  accommo- 
dation appeared,  the  authority  of 
Congrefs  mull  be  afterwards  ac- 
knowledged, or  the  compaft  could 
not  be  complete. 

The  Congrefs  returned  foe.  an- 
fwer,  that  being  the  reprefenta- 
lives  of  the  Free  and  Independent 
States  of  America,  they  could  not 
with  propriety  fend  any  of  their 
members  to  confer  with  him  in 
their  private  characters;  but  that, 
ever  defirous  of  eftablilhing  peace 
on  reafonable  terms,  they  would 
fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to 
know  whether  he  had  any  autho- 
rity to  treat  with  perfons  autho- 
rized b  J  Congrefs  for  that  purpofc, 
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in  behalf  of  America,  and  what 
that  Authority  was,  and  to  hear 
fuchpropofitionsas  he  (hould  think 
fit  to  make  refpecling  the  fame. 

Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Rutledge,  being  appointed  as 
a  committee  upon  this  occafion, 
waited  accordingly  upon  Lord 
Howein  Staten  Ifland:  The  com- 
mittee fum  up  the  account  of  this 
conference,  which  they  laid  be- 
fore the  Congrefs,  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  *«  Upon  the  whole,  it 
did  not  appear  to  your  committee, 
that  his  lordfhip*s  commiffion  con- 
tained any  other  authority  of  im- 
portance than  what  is  contained  in 
the  k6t  of  Parliament,  viz.  That  of 
granting  pardons,  with  fuch  ex- 
ceptions as  the  comniiffioners  ftiall 
think  proper  to  make,  and  of  de- 
claring America,  or  any  part  of 
it,  to  be  in  the  King's  peace  upon 
fubmiffion.  For,  as  to  the  power 
of  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  Ame- 
rica, which  his  lord  (hip  mentioned 
to  us,  and  of  conferring  and  con- 
fulting  with  any  perfons  the  com- 
miffioners  might  think  proper,  and 
reprefenting  therefult  of  fuch  con- 
irerfations  to  the  miniilry,  who 
(provided  the  colonies  would  fub- 
jed  themfelves)  might,  after  all, 
or  might  not,  at  their  pleafure, 
make  any  alterations  in  the  former 
iijftrudions  to  governors,  or  pro- 
pofe  in  Parliament  any  amendment 
of  the  ads  complained  of,  we  ap- 
prehended any  expedation  from 
the  efFeft  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  pre- 
carious to  be  relied  on  by  America, 
had  Ihe  ftill  continued  in  her  fiate 
of  dependance.'* 

In  this  manner  the  hopes  of 
negociation  by  the  commiffioners 
ended.  They  endeavoured  to  make 


amends  for  their  failure  in  their 
civil  capacity  by  the  vigour  of 
their  military  operations.  The 
royal  army  being  now  divided 
from  the  ifland  of  New-York  only 
by  the  Eail  river,  were  impatient 
to  pafs  that  narrow  boundary. 
They  polled  themfelves  along  the 
coaft  wherever  they  could  fee  or 
front  the  enemy,  and  erefted  bat- 
teries to  anfwer,  if  not  to  filence, 
theirs.  A  fl?et,  con  filling  of  con- 
fiderably  more  than  300  fail,  in- 
cluding tranfports,  covered  the 
face  of  the  waters,  while  the  fhips 
of  war,  hovering  round  the  ifland, 
threatened  deftrudion  to  every 
part,  and  were  continually  enga- 
ged with  one  or  other  of  the  bat- 
teries by  which  it  was  furrounded. 
The  fmall  iflands  between  the  op- 
polite  fliores  were  perpetual  obje<fls 
of  conteft,  until,  by  dint  of  a  weli- 
ferved  artillery,  the  aid  of  the 
fliips,  and  the  intrepidity  of  the 
troops,  they  fecured  thofe  which 
were  moft  neceflary  for  their  future 
operations.  Thus  an  almoll  con- 
ftant  cannonade  was  kept  up  for 
many  days,  and  the  troops,  who  had 
fo  lately  efcaped  from  the  moft  im- 
minent danger,  had  little  time  to 
quiet  their  apprehenfions. 

Every  thing  being  at  length  pre- 
pared for  a  defcent,  feveral  move- 
ments were  made  by  the  ftiips  of 
war  in  the  North  River,  in  order  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to 
that  fide  of  the  ifland.  Other 
parts  feemed  equally  threatened, 
and  cncreafed  the  uncertainty  of 
the  real  object  of  attack.  The 
feizure  of  the  ifland  of  Monirefor, 
near  Hell  Gate,  and  erefting  a 
battery  on  it  10  filence  one  which 
the  provincials  had  at  Horen's 
Hook,  feemed  to  indicate  a  defign 

of 
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in   that    part,    which    counts  acknowledged,  that  fevcral 


of  landing  in  that  part,  which 
was  near  the  center  of  New- York 
Ifland. 

Whilft  the  rebels  were  in  this 
ftate  of  expeiflation  and  uncertain- 
ty, the  firft  divifion  of  the  army, 
«  under  the  command  of 

bept.  15.      Qgj^g^^j  Clinton,  with 

Earl  Cornwallis,  Major  General 
Vaughan,  Brigadier  General  Lef- 
lie,  and  the  Heflian  Colonel  Do- 
nop,  embarked  at  the  head  of 
Newtown  bay,  which  runs  pretty 
deep  into  Long  Ifland,  and  where 
they  were  out  of  all  view  of  the 
enemy.  Being  covered  by  five 
fliips  of  war  upon  their  entrance 
into  the  river,  they  proceeded  to 
Kepp*s  bay,  about  three  miles 
north  of  New-York,  where  being 
lefs  expefted  than  in  fome  other 
places,  the  preparation  for  de- 
fence was  not  fo  great.  The 
works,  however,  were  not  incon- 
fiderable,  nor  deftitute  of  troops, 
but  the  fire  from  the  fhips  was  fo 
inceflant,  and  fo  well  conduded, 
that  they  were  foon  abandoned, 
and  the  army  landed  without  op- 
pofition. 

The  enemy  immediately  aban- 
doned the  city  of  New-York,  with 
their  other  pofts  on  that  part  of 
the  ifland,  and  retired  towards 
the  north  end,  where  their  prin- 
cipal ftrength  lay.  They  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  artillery, 
which  was  confiderable,  and  their 
military  ilores  (of  which,  except 
powder,  there  was  plenty)  be- 
hind. They  fuftained  fome  lofs  in 
flain,  and  a  greater  in  prifoners, 
as  well  in  the  retreat,  as  in  the 
fubfcquent  flcirmifhes  which  took 
place  during  the  day.  The  fore 
remembrance  of  their  late  lofs  was 
ftrongly  vifible  in  every  part  of 
their  condud,  and  their  own  ac- 


counts acknowledged,  that  feveral 
of  the  regiments  behaved  ill. 

A  brijjade  of  the  Britifh  army 
having  taken  poflefllon  of  New- 
York,  the  reft  encamped  not  far 
from  the  center  of  the  ifland,  with 
the  right  at  Horen's  Hook,  on  the 
Eaft  river,  and  the  left  at  the 
North  river,  near  Bloomingdale  ; 
thus  occupying  the  extent  of  the 
ifland  from  fliore  to  ftiore,  which, 
though  about  16  miles  in  length, 
is  not  much  above  one  in  breadth. 
The  eneniy  were  very  ftrong  in  the 
north  of  the  ifland,  where  they 
had  great  works  eredled  :  particu- 
larly at  Kingfljridge,  by  which 
their  communication  with  the  con- 
tinent of  New- York  was  kept  open, 
where  their  works  were  fo  confider- 
able on  both  fides  of  the  paffage, 
that  in  their  prefent  ftate  of  force 
they  feemed  to  defy  all  attempts  on 
either.  Their  neareft  encampment 
was  on  the  heights  of  Harlem,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  and  a 
half.  M'Gowan's  pafs,  and  the- 
ftrong  grounds  called  Morris's" 
heights,  lay  between  them  and 
Kingfljridge,  and  were  defeofible 
again  ft  a  very  fuperior  force.  In 
this  fituation  of  both  armies,  fre« 
quent  fkirmilhes  of  courfe  hap- 
pened, and  it  was  found  by  de- 
grees that  their  late  apprehenfion$ 
bcijan  to  weir  away. 

General  Howe  had  not  been 
many  days  in  pofleflion  of  New- 
York,  when  fome  incendiaries, 
who  probably  had  ftayed  behind 
and  concealed  themfelves  for  that 
purpofe,  being  determined,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  prevent  its  being  of  any 
benefit  to  the  conqueror,  prepared 
combuftibles  with  great  art  , 

and  ingenoity,  and  taking  ^°  ' 
the  advantage  of  dry  weather  and 
a  bxilk  wind,  fet  fire  to  the  city 

about 
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about  midnight,  in  feveral  places 
at  the  fame  time.  Thus,  near  a 
third  of  that  beautiful  city  was  re- 
duced to  alhes,  and  nothing  lefs 
than  the  courage  and  adivity  of 
the  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  fai- 
lors  who  were  difpatched  from  the 
fleet,  could  have  preferved  any 
part  of  the  remainder.  Many  of 
the  wretches  who  were,  as  it  is 
faid,  concerned  in  this  atrocious 
bufinefs,  being  deteded,  expe- 
rienced a  fummary  juftice,  and 
were  precipitated  by  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers  into  thofe  ilames 
which  they  had  themfelves  kin- 
dled. 

.  The  general  perceiving  that  no 
attempt  could  be  made  on  the 
enemy  upon  the  fide  of  New- York, 
which  would  not  be  attended  with 
great  danger,  without  affording 
any  equal  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  de- 
termined at  length  upon  a  plan 
of  operation,  which  would  either 
oblige  them  to  quit  their  prefent 
ftrong  lituation,  or  render  their 
perfeverance  in  holding  it  extreme- 
ly dangerous.  For  this  purpofe, 
^£L  the   greater   part  of  the 

Oft.  12.  ^u    •  U     1      1    • 

army  being  embarked  in 
flat  boats  and  other  fmall  craft 
proper  for  the  fervice,  pafTed  fuc- 
cefsfully  through  the  dangerous 
navigation  of  Hell  Gate,  which 
forms  a  communication  between 
the  Eaft  river  and  the  found,  and 
landed  on  Frog's  Neck,  near  the 
town  of  Weft  Chefter,  which  lies 
on  that  part  of  the  continent  be- 
longing to  New-York,  upon  the 
fide  of  Connedlicut. 

Earl  Percy,  with  two  brigades  of 
Britilh  troops,  and  one  of  Heffian, 
continued  in  the  lines  near  Harlem 
to  cover  New- York.  Though  this 
movement  was  highly  judicious  in 
the  prefent  cxad  ftate  of  things. 


it  feems  as  if  it  would  have  been 
extremely  dangerous  if  General 
Walhington  had  commanded  a  ve- 
teran army  on  whofe  performance 
he  could  rely,  and  that  the  corps 
under  Lord  Percy  would  in  that 
cafe  have  been  in  great  danger.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  powerful  fleet  which  furrounded 
that  narrow  ifland,  would  have  af- 
forded fhclter  and  protedion  in  al- 
moft  any  fituation  to  which  they 
could  have  been  reduced.  This 
fleet  was  of  infinite  fervice  in  all 
theoperationsof  the  campaign.  In 
this  the  inferiority  of  the  provin- 
cials was  moft  felt,  being  totally 
deftitute  of  any  force  of  that  na- 
ture. 

The  army  was  detained  for  fome 
days  at  Frpg's  Neck,  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  the  provilions  and 
ftores,  and  of  a  reinforcement  which 
was  drawn  from  Staten  Ifland., 
They  then  proceeded  through  Pel- 
ham's  Manor  to  New  Rochelle, 
which  lies  on  the  coafl:  of  the 
Sound,  as  that  channel  is  called, 
which  feparates  the  continent  from 
Long  Ifland.  At  this  place  they 
were  joined  by  the  greater  part  of 
a  regiment  of  light  horfe  from  Ire- 
land, one  of  the  tranfports  having 
been  taken  in  the  paflage.  They 
were  alfo  joined  by  the  fecond  di- 
vifion  of  HeiTians  under  General 
Knyphaufen,  with  a  regiment  of 
Waldeckers,  both  of  which  had 
arrived  at  New-York  fince  the  de- 
parture of  the  army  iVom  thence. 

The  firfl  objed  of  this  expedi- 
tion was  to  cut  oii'  the  communica- 
tions between  Wafliington  and  the 
eaflern  colonies;  and  then,  if  this 
meafure  did  not  bring  him  to  an 
engagement,  to  enclofe  him  on  all 
fides  in  his  faftneiTes  on  the  north 
end  of  York  Ifland.     The  King's 

troops 
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troops  were  now  mafters  of  the 
lower  road  to  Connefticut  aad  Bof- 
ton  ;  but  to  gain  the  upper,  it  was 
necefTary  to  advance  lo  the  high 
grounds  called  the  White  Plains ; 
a  rough,  ftony,  and  mountainous 
traft ;  which,  however,  is  only 
part  of  the  afcent,  to  a  country  ftill 
higher,  rougher,  and  more  diffi- 
cult. Upon  the  departure  of  the 
army  to  the  higher  country,  it  was 
deemed  neceffary  to  leave  the  fe- 
cond  divifion  of  Heffians,  with  the 
Waldeck  regiment,  at  New  Ro- 
chelle,  as  well  topreferve  the  com- 
munications, as  to  fecure  the  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  and  neceflaries 
that  were  to  arrive  at  that  port. 
Indeed  the  army  was  now  fo  pow- 
erful,  that  it  was  enabled  to  fup- 
port  every  fervice. 

General  Wafhington  was  not  in- 
attentive to  the  danger  of  his  fitua- 
tion.  He  faw,  that  if  he  continued 
where  he  was,  he  would  at  length 
he  compelled  to  commit  the  whole 
fortune  of  the  war,  and  the  fafety 
of  all  the  colonies  to  the  hazard 
of  a  general  engagement;  a*deci- 
fion,  of  which  he  had  every  caufe 
to  apprehend  the  event,  and  in 
which  a  defeat  would  be  final,  as 
there  could  fcarcely  be  a  poflibility 
of  retreat.  His  army  likewife, 
which  had  been  dilheartened  by 
their  late  misfortunes,  was  then 
much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  which 
the  feverity  gf  the  fervices,  indif- 
ferent quarters,  infufficient  cloath- 
ing,  the  want  of  fait  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries, joined  to  a  flovenlinefs 
generally  prevalent  in  America, 
had  rendered  general,  and  very  fa- 
tal in  his  camp. 

A  grand  movement  was  ac- 
cordingly made,  by  which  the 
army  was  formed  into  a  line  of 
fmall,  detached,  and  entrenched 
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camps,  which  occupied  every 
height  and  ftrong  ground  from  Va- 
lentine^s  Hill,  not  far  from  Kingf- 
bridge,  on  the  right,  to  the  White 
Plains,  and  the  upper  road  to  Con- 
nefticut,  ontheleft.  Inthispofitioa 
they  faced  the  whole  line  of  march 
of  the  King's  troops  at  a  moderate 
diflance,  the  deep  river  Brunx  co- 
vering their  front,  and  the  North 
river  at  fome  diflance  in  their  rear, 
whilft  the  open  ground  to  the  Jaft 
afforded  a  fecure  paffage  for  theis 
ftores  and  baggage  to  the  upper 
country.  A  garrifon  was  left  for 
the  proteflion  of  Fort  Wafhington, 
the  lines  of  Harlem  and  Kingf.  ^ 
bridge. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  enemy. 
General  Howe  thought  it  necef- 
fary to  proceed  with  great  circum* 
fpedtion.  The  progrefs  was  flow, 
the  march  of  the  army  clofe,  the 
encampments  compaft,  and  well 
guarded  with  artillery,  and  the 
mofl  foldier-like  caution  ufed  ia 
every  refpeft.  This  did  not  re- 
ftrain  the  enemy  from  fending  par- 
ties over  the  Brunx  to  impede  their 
march,  which  occafioned  feveral 
fkirmifhcs,  in  which  the  royal  ar- 
my were  generally  fuccefsfui.  Up-  ^ 
on  the  approach  of  the  army  to 
the  White  Plains,  the  enemy  quit- 
ted their  detached  camps  along  the 
Brunx,  and  joining  their  left,  took 
a  flrong  ground  of  encampment 
before  the  Britiih  on  the  former. 

Every  thing  being  prepa-  „  .  . 
red  for  bringing  the  enemy 
to  action,  tne  army  marched  early 
in  the  morning  in  two  columns 
towards  the  White  Plains,  the  left 
being  commanded  by  General 
HeilTer.  Before  noon,  all  the  ene- 
mies advanced  parties  being  drove 
back  to  th^ir  work^  by  the  light 
infantrv  and  Hefijan  CbafTeurs,  the 
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iritiy  formed,  with  the  right  upon 
the  road  from  Mamoroneck,  at 
about  a  mile's  diftance  from  their 
center,  and  the  left  to  the  Brunx, 
at  about  the  fame  diHance  from  the 
Tight  flank  of  their  entrenchments. 

A  body  of  the  enemy  pofTeffed 
an  advantageous  ground,  that  was 
feparated  from,  their  right  flank  by 
the  Brunx,  and  which  alfo,  by  its 
windings,  covered  that  corps  in 
front  from  the  left  of  our  army.  As 
this  poft  would  have  been  of  great 
confequcnce  in  attacking  that  flank 
ef  the  entrenchments,  Brigadier 
General  Leflie,  with  the  lecond 
brigade  of  Britiih  troops,  the  Hef- 
fi^n  grenadiers  under  Colonel  Do- 
nop,  and  a  battalion  of  that  corps, 
yvere  ordered  to  diflodge  the  ene- 
my. Previous  to  their  attack.  Co- 
lonel Ralle,  who  commanded  a  bri- 
gade of  Hefljans  on  the  left,  had 
pafl*ed  the  Brunx,  and  gained  a 
poft,  which  enabled  him  to  annoy 
the  enemies  flank,  while  they  were 
engaged  with  the  other  fbrces  in 
front. 

Though  the  paflage  of  the  river 
was  difficult,  it  was  performed 
with  the  greateft  fpirit,  and  the 
z8th  and  35th  regiments,  being 
the  firft  that  pafied,  formed  with  the 
greateft  fteadinefs,  under  the  ene- 
mies fire  on  the  oppofite  fide; 
they  then  afcended  a  fteep  hill,  in 
defiance  of  all  oppofition,  and  rufh- 
ing  on  the  enemy,  foon  routed, 
and  drove  them  from  their  works. 
No  lefs  alacrity  was  fhewn  by  the 
other  troops  in  fuppordng  thefe 
two  regiments.  The  gaining  of 
this  important  poft  took  up  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  which  was  prolong- 
ed by  the  enemy's  ftill  fupporting  a 
broken  and  fcattered  engagement, 
in  defence  of  the  adjoining  walls 
%nd  hedges-     In  the  evening,  the 


Hcfllan  grenadiers  were  ordered 
forward  upon  the  heights  within 
cannon  (hot  of  the  entrenchments, 
the  2d  brigade  of  Britifh  formed  in 
their  rear,  and  the  two  Hcffian 
brigades,  on  the  left  of  the  fecond. 
The  right  and  center  of  the  army 
did  not  remove  from  the  ground 
upon  which  they  had  formed.  In 
that  pofition  the  whole  army  lay 
upon  their  arms  during  the  night, 
with  a  full  intention,  and  in  the 
higheft  cxpeftation,  of  attacking 
the  enemy's  camp  next  morning. 

It  was  perceived  in  the  morning; 
that  the  enemy  had  drawn  back 
their  encampment  in  the  night, 
and  had  greatly  ftrengthened  their 
lines  by  additional  works.  Upon 
this  account  the  attack  was  defer- 
red, and  it  was  thought  neceffary 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  4th 
brigade,  and  of  two  battalions 
of  the  6th,  which  had  been  left 
with  Lord  Percy  at  New-York. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops, 
the  neceflary  difpofitions  were 
mad&in  the  evening,  for  attacking 
the  enemy  early  on  the  laft  of  Odo- 
ber;  but  an  extreme  wet  night  and 
morning  prevented  this  defign  from 
being  carried  into  execution. 

In  the  mean  time.  General 
Waftjington  had  not  the  fmalleft 
intention  of  venturing  an  engage- 
ment, whilft  there  was  a  poffibiiity 
of  its  being  avoided.  He  knew 
that  delay  was  in  fome  fort  vidory 
to  him.  That  fmall  adions,  which 
could  not  in  the  leaft  afFeft  the 
public  fafety,  would  more  effec- 
tually train  his  men  to  fervice,  and 
inure  them  to  danger,  than  a  gene- 
ral adion,  which  might  in  one  day 
decide  tlieir  own,  and  the  fate  of 
America.  It  muft  be  acknowledg- 
ed, that  in  the  courfe  of  this  cam- 
paign, and  more  particularly  in 
7  thi> 
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this  part  of  it,  he  fully  performed 
the  part  of  no  mean  commander. 

TheAmerican  accounts  fay,  that 
upon  our  covering  four  or  five  bat- 
teries with  a  powerful  artillery, 
preparatory  to  an  attack,  together 
with  the  General's  knowledge  that 
by  turning  his  camp,  the  Briti(h 
might  become  poflefTed  of  hills  at 
his  back  which  totallv  commanded 
it,  he  found  it  heceffary  to  change 
his  pofition.  He  accordingly  quit- 
ted his  camp  on  the  night  of  the 
ift  of  November,  and  took  higher 
ground  towards  the  North  Caftle 
diftrift,  having  firft  fet  fire  to  the 
town  or  village  of  White  Plains, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  houfes  and  fo- 
rage near  the  lines.  The  Britifh 
army  on  the  next  day  took  poffef-. 
fjon  of  their  entrenchment. 

General  Howe  feeing  that  the 
€nemy  could  not  be  enticed  to  an 
engagement,  and  that  the  nature 
of  the  country  did  not  admit  of 
their  being  forced  to  it,  determin- 
ed not  to  lofe  time  in  a  fruitlefs 
purfuit,  and  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity of  driving  them  out  of  their 
ftrong  holds  in  York  Ifland  ;  an 
operation  which  their  army  could 
not  now  poflibly  prevent.  For 
this  purpofe.  General  Knyphaufen 
crofTed  the  country  from  New  Ro- 
chelle,  and  having  taken  poffef- 
fion  of  King's  Bridge  without  op- 
pofition,  entered  York-lfland,  and 
took  his  ftation  to  the  north  of 
FortWalhington,  to  which  the  ene- 
my had  retired  at  his  approach. 

Fort  Wa{hington  lay  on  the  weft 
fide  of  New  York  Ifland,  not  far 
from  King's  Bridge,  near  JefiM?ry's 
Hook,  and  almoft  facing  Fort  Lee 
on  the  Jerfcy  fide,  from  which  it 
was  feparated  by  the  North  River. 
This  work,  though  not  contempti- 
lile,  was    not    fufiicient    to  refift 


heavy  artillery  ;  and  it  was  by  no 
means  of  a  fufficient  extent  for  any 
other  purpofe  than  the  ftrengihen- 
ing  of  lines.  But  the  fituation  was 
extremely  ftrong,and  the  approach- 
es difficult. 

The  army  having    ^  , 

returned  flowly  by  the  ^^0^.^3111. 
North  River,  encamped  on  the 
heights  of  Fordham,  at  a  mode- 
rate diftance  from  King's- Bridge, 
with  that  river  on  its  right,  and 
the  Brunx  on  the  left.  Every  thing 
being  prepared  for  attacking  the 
Fort,  and  the  commander.  Colo- 
nel Magaw,  refufing  a  fummons  to 
furrender,  and  declaring  he  would 
defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity,  a 
general  aflault  was  determined 
upon,  as  faving  the  time  that 
would  be  loft  in  regular  approaches. 
The  garrifon  confifted  of  near 
3000  men,  and  the  ftrong  grounds 
round  the  Fort  were  covered  ,  , 
with  lines  and  works.  Four 
attacks  were  made  at  the  fame 
time.  The  firft,  on  the  north  fide, 
was  conduced  by  General  Knyp- 
haufen, at  the  head  of  two  co- 
lumns of  Heffians  and  Waldeckers. 
The  fecond,  on  the  eaft,  was  led 
on  by  Brigadier  General  Matthew, 
at  the  head  of  the  ift  and  2d  bat- 
talions of  light  infantry,  and  two 
battalions  of  guards,  fupported  by 
Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  ift  and 
zd  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and 
the  33d  regiment.  Thefe  forces 
crofted  the  Eaft  River  in  flat  boats, 
and  as  the  enemies  works  there  ex- 
tended the  breadth  of  the  ifland, 
redoubts  and  batteries  were  erefted 
on  the  oppofite  ftiore,  as  well  to 
cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  as 
to  annoy  thofe  works  which  were 
near  the  water.  The  third  attack, 
which  was  principally  intended  as 
a  feint  to  diftraci  the  enemy,  was 
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conduced  by  Lt.  Colonel  Sterling, 
with  the  42d  regiment,  who  paffed 
the  Eaft  River  lower  down,  be- 
tween the  zd  and  4th  attacks.  The 
laft  attack  was  madebyLord  Percy, 
with  the  corps  which  he  command- 
ed on  the  fouth  of  the  ifland.  All 
the  attacks  were  fupported  with  a 
numerous, powerful  and  well  ferved 
artillery. 

The  Heflians  under  Gen.  Knyp- 
haufen  had  a  thick  wood  to  pafs, 
where  the  enemy  were  very  advan- 
tageoufly  ported,  and  a  warm  en- 
gagement was  continued  for  a  con- 
iiderable  time,  in  which  the  for- 
mer were  much  expofed,  and  be- 
haved with  great  firmnefs  and  bra- 
very. In  the  mean  time  the  light 
infantry  landed,  and  were  expofed 
both  before  and  after  to  a  very 
brifk  and  continual  fire  from  the 
enemy,  who  were  themfelves  co- 
vered by  the  rocks  and  trees  among 
"which  they  were  polled.  The  for- 
mer, however,  with  their  ufual 
alertnefs  and  adivity,  extricated 
themfelves  by  clambering  up  a  very 
fteep  and  rough  mountain,  when 
they  foon  difperfed  the  enemy,  and 
made  way  for  the  landing  of  the 
reft  of  the  troops  without  oppofi- 
tion.  During  thefe  tranfaftions. 
Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  ad- 
vanced work  on  his  fide.  Col.  Ster- 
ling was  ordered  to  attempt  a  land- 
ing, and  two  battalions  of  the  zd 
brigade  to  fupport  him.  This  fer- 
vice  was  effeded  by  the  Colonel 
with  great  bravery.  He  advanced 
his  boats  through  a  very  heavy  fire, 
which  they  bore  with  the  greateft 
firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  and 
forcing  his  way  up  a  fteep  height, 
gained  the  fummit,  and  took  170 
prifoners,  notwithftanding  a  bold 
and  good  defence  made  by  the 
eneroy. 


In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Ralle, 
who  led  theright  column  ofGeneral 
Knyphaufen*s  attack,  having  forc- 
ed the  enemy,  after  a  confiderable 
oppofition,  from  their  ftrong  pofts 
in  his  line,  puftied  forward  to  their 
works,  and  lodged  his  column 
within  an  hundred  yards  of  the 
fort ;  and  being  foon  after  joined 
by  the  General  with  the  left  co- 
lumn,who  had  at  length  overcome 
the  impediments  which  he  met 
with  in  the  wood,  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war.  The 
lofs  on  cither  fide  was  not  in  any 
degree  proportioned  to  the  warmth, 
length,  and  variety  of  the  aftion. 
The  quantity  of  gunpowder  found 
in  the  Fort  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  purpofe  of  almoft  the  ftiorteft 
defence.  How  fo  large  a  body 
was  left  with  fo  poor  a  provifion, 
is  extremely  unaccountable.  But 
the  narrative  of  all  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  is  hitherto  very  imperfeft. 

Upon  this  acquifition,  a  ftrong 
body  offerees  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  paffed  over 
the  North  River,  in  order  to  take 
Fort  Lee,  and  make  a  further  im- 
prcfiion  in  the  Jerfeys.  The  gar- 
rifon of  2000  men,  had  a  narrow 
efcape,  by  abandoning  the  ^  , 
Fort  juft  before  his  lord- 
ihip*s  arrival,  leaving  their  artil- 
lery, ftores,  tents,  and  every  thing 
behind.  Our  troops  afterwards 
overrun  the  greater  part  of  both 
the  Jerfeys  without  oppofition, 
the  enemy  flying  every  where  be- 
fore them  ;  and  at  length  extended 
their  winter  cantonments  from 
New  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware, 
If  they  had  any  means  of  pafling 
that  river  upon  their  firft  arrival  in 
its  neighbourhood,  there' feems  lit- 
tle doubt,  confidering  the  confter- 
nation  and  difmay  which  then  pre- 
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mailed  among  the  enemy,  that  they 

might  cafily  have  become  mafters 

of  the  city   of  Philadelphia;   but 

the  former,  very  prudently,  either 

deftroyed    the  boats,  or   removed 

them  out  of  the  way. 

During    thefe    fuccefles   in    the 

jerfeys.  Gen.  Clinton,   with  two 

brigades   of  Britiih,    and   two   of 

Heffian    troops,    with    a   fquadron 

of  (hips  of  war  under  the  command 

of  Sir  Peter  Parker,   were  fent  to 

make    an    attempt    upon     Rhode 

Ifland,  In  this  enterprize  they  fuc- 

ceeded  beyond  expeftation.     The 

p.  Q  ,  rebels  having  abandon- 
vec.  »tn.  ^^   ^^^   j^^j    ^^   ^j^gj^ 

approach,  they  took  poflefiion  of 
it  without  the  lofs  of  a  man ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  blocked  up 
Hopkins*s  fquadron,  which  was  in 
the  harbour  of  Providence,  on  the 
adjoining  Continent.     The  fqua- 


dron and  troops  continued  here 
during  the  winter,  where  they  had 
better  quarters  than  any  other  of 
the  king's  forces.  Hitherto  the 
royal  army  had  fucceeded  in  every 
objefl  fince  their  landing  at  Staten 
Ifland.  The  Provincial  army,  be- 
fides  the  lofs  by  fword,  by  capti- 
vity, and  by  defertion,  began  to 
dwindle  to  very  fmall  numbers, 
from  the  nature  of  their  military 
engagement.  They  were  only  en- 
lifted  for  a  year;  and  the  colonifts, 
who  were  but  little  ufed  to  any  re* 
flraint,  very  ill  brooked,  even  fo 
long  an  abfence  from  their  fami- 
lies. At  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  but  few  were  prevailed  upon 
to  continue  in  fervice.  Everything 
feemed  to  promife  a  decifive  event 
in  favour  of  the  royal  arms,  and  a 
fubmiffion  of  fome  of  the  principal 
colonies  was  hourly  expefted. 


CHAP,     IX. 

General  conduSl  of  European  ponders  ivith  refpeSi  to  the  American  troubles, 
France,  Military  preparations.  Count  de^'^t,  Germain  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Hjoar  department.  Mufquetaires  reduced,  Mr.  Necker  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Finances,  Spain.  Extraordinary  miliiary  preparations, 
Difpute  ijoith  Portugal.  Impro^vcments.  Difcoveries  in  the  Southern 
Ocean.  Ne-iv  Academy.  Vienna.  Torture  abolijhed,  Toleration  en-' 
larged.  Bohemia  peafants  on  the  royal  demefnes  freed  from  their  former 
fate  of  'villainage.  Attempt  to  open  a  trade  nuith  the  Eaji  Indies, 
Rujpa.  Endeauours  to  people  the  uncultinjated  parts  of  the  Empire. 
Grand  Duchefs  dies.  Grand  Duke  marries  the  Princefs  of  Wirtemberg^ 
Porte,     Bajfora  taken  by  the  Perfians,     Northern  kingdoms,     Holland, 


WHILST  our  own  affairs 
have  opened  fo  extenfive  a 
field  of  bufine(s  and  action,  the  reft 
of  Europe  has  happily  preferved 
its  tranquillity,  and  affords  few  ob- 
jeds  of  hiftorical  difcuffion.  In- 
deed it  feems  as  if  the  tranfadions 
we  have  defcribed,  had  occafioned 
a  kind  of  paufe  in  the  adive  poli- 


ticks  of  other  ftates.  The  unhap« 
py  contention  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, is  of  fuch  general  import- 
ance in  its  progrefs,  and  may  be 
fo  widely  extenfive  in  its  confe- 
quences,  that  every  commercial 
flate  finds  iifelf  interefled  in  the 
one,  and  its  fpeculation  itrongly 
excited  by  the  oftier.  Political 
[*MJ  3  cntbuaafts. 
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cnthufiafls,  like  all  others,  over- 
look all  obftacles  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  favourite  fyftem,  and 
all  impediments  in  the  way  to  th^at 
point,  which  they  have  fixed  upon 
as  the  fummit  of  attainment.  Such 
a  fchemer  as  Alberoni,  would  now 
fee  a  profpeft  opened  for  a  total 
change  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
Europe,  and  a  new  arrangement 
of  power  and  commerce  in  both 
the  worlds.  However  the  race 
of  projectors  may  become  ex- 
tintl  in  other  fciences,  they  are 
immortal  in  the  affairs  of  nations. 
In  them  AIberoni*s  are  never  want- 
ing. ^ 

It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  political  attention  of  fome 
of  the  great  European  ftates  (houid 
be  ftrongly  a^traded  by  objeds, 
in  which  Great-Britain  and  her 
colonies  fhould  only  have  an  inter- 
eft;  or  that  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
power,  which  would  enable  them 
to  convert  all  favourable  circum- 
ftances  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
ihould  difpofe  them  to  look  for- 
ward to  poflible  confequences.  It 
is  as  little  a'  matter  of  furprize, 
that  other  liates,  whofe  views  are 
more  limited,  fhould  endeavow  to 
profit  of  the  prefent  conjunifture. 

No  alliance,  no  ties  of  politi- 
cal friendfliip  founded  upon  mu- 
tual intereft  and  fafety,  (and  no 
other  can  fubfift  between  dates)  are 
capable  of  refiiting  the  allurements 
of  commerce,  with  its  concomitants 
wealth  and  power,  when  thefe, 
even  approach  in  value,  to  that  of 
the  bands  which  cemented  the 
union.  If  fuch  be  their  influence 
upon  the  clofeft  alliance,  upon 
thofe  who  are  bound  by  many  com- 
mon motives  of  connexion  and 
fjiendfliip,  what  muft  it  be  upon 
natural  enemies;  upon  jealous  and 
fufpicious  rivals ;   upon  thole  who 


dread,  or  who  have  experienced 
our  power  ;  or  even  fuch  as  only 
envied  our  greatnefs?  Without  the 
attainment  of  thofe  benefits  to 
themfelves,  the  fimply  withdrawing 
them  from  an  envied  or  dreaded 
power,  and  thereby  leffe-ni-^g  its 
importance  and  the  apprehenfion 
it  excited,  would  be  an  object  of 
the  firft  confideration. 

France  and  Spain  have  opened 
their  ports,  with  the  greateft  a[.  pa- 
rent friendfhip  to  the  American^, 
and  treat  them  in  every  refpeii  as 
an  independent  people.  The  re- 
monftrances  of  the  Britifti  minifters 
have  availed  but  little.  They  al* 
ready  have  a  tafte  of  the  fwcets  of 
that  commerce  which  we  had  (o 
long  fecluded  from  the  reft  of  the 
world  ;  and  which  would  have  ftill 
preferved  our  greatnefs  if  we  had 
loft  all  other.  They  now  begin  to 
know  by  experience  the  extent  of 
thofe  advantages,  which  before 
were  only  objeds  of  an  uncertain 
fpeculation,  and  whofe  real  value 
was  not  well  underltood  by  our- 
felves.  Not  content  with  reaping 
the  benefits  of  the  American  com- 
merce, by  keeping  barely  within 
the  pale  of  a  verbal  neutrality, 
they  go  farther ;  they  folicit,  and 
afford  the  means  for  its  con  tin  uance. 
The  American  privateers  have  been 
openly  received,  proteded,  and 
cheriihed,  and  the  rich  prizes  they 
have  taken  from  the  Briiifli  mer- 
chants, rather  publicly  fold  in  the 
French  ports,  both  in  Europe  and 
the  colonies.  Artillery  and  mi- 
litary ftores  of  all  kinds  have  been 
likewife  fent  ;  whether  really 
bought  with  their  own  money,  or 
fupplied  gratis,  is  uncertain.  At 
this  the  Britifh  minifters  find  them- 
felves obliged,  fometimes  to  re- 
monftrate,  fometimes  to  wink. 
French  eneineers  and  officers  have 
^  alfe 
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alfo  joined  the  Americans,  in  num- 
bers noi  before  known  upo^n  any 
occafion  of  foreign  or  volunteer 
fervic.  It  fignuies  little  to  en- 
quir*»,  whether  this  has  been  prac- 
tii^'d  by  pprmiflion,  or  futFered  by 
connivance. 

Two  evils  attend  this  unhappy 
civil  contention,  which  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  diftinguilh  it  from 
other  wars,  render  it  more  danger- 
ous and  grievous  than  any.  The 
one  is,  that  by  the  advantages 
which  it  lays  open,  either  imme- 
diately or  in  profpedt,  toother  na- 
tions, it  caufes  an  union  in  a  cer- 
tain degree,  either  in  aft  or  fenti- 
ment,  of  the  commercial  world 
againll  us  ;  holding  out  a  tempta- 
tion to  mankind  to  become  our 
enemies.  The  other  is,  the  weak- 
nefs  which  it  induces  with  refpeft 
to  foreign  powers.  Our  dominions 
are  not  only  fevered  at  that  critical 
janfture,  when  it  is  too  evident 
that  a  llrid  union  of  the  whole 
would  be  particularly  neceflary ; 
but  a  new  enemy  fprings  up  in  the 
feparated  part,  which  from  the  ex- 
traordinary vigourof  exertion,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  novelty  of  the 
fituation,  the  danger  attending  it, 
and  the  biitemeis  of  domeftic  en- 
mity, acquires  an  efficacy  and 
force,  far  beyond  what  it  contri- 
buted, or  knew  it  polTefled,  when 
in  unity,  and  only  forming  a  fub- 
ordinate  (hare  of  general  defence. 
Thus  we  have  been  obliged  to  be 
the  tame  fpeftators  of  a  conduft, 
which  in  another  feafon  would 
have  been  deemed  infuiferable,  and 
10  fubmit  to  a  degree  of  injury  and 
infuit  which  we  never  before  expe- 
rienced, or,  at  lead,  which  was 
■ever  offered  with  impunity. 

Neither  was  neighbourhood, 
long  alliance,  the  power  of  pro- 


clamations, or  the  vigilance  of 
our  AmbafFador,  fufficient  to  re»  . 
ftrain  the  Dutch  from  fharing  in 
thofe  advantages  which  were  now 
offered.  In  a  word,  all  the  nations 
who  poflefs  colonies  in  America, 
were  eager  to  partake  of  the  new 
and  unexpected  commerce  which 
was  now  opened  ;  and  all,  except- 
ing the  Portuguefe,  who,  muclk 
againft  their  inclination,  have  been 
retrained  through  our  infl-ience  at 
that  court,  flill  continue  mod  fc- 
duloufly  to  profit  of  the  opportu- 
nity. This  difpofition  has,  by  de- 
grees, appeared  pretty  general  in 
other  European  dates. 

It  mud  indeed  be  acknowledged, 
that  this  commerce,  whild  con- 
fined merely  to  the  European  co- 
lonies in  the  New  World,  may  be 
judified  upon  fome  very  reafonable 
grounds.  The  French,  Dutch,  and 
Danifli  iflands  in  the  Wed-Indies, 
as  well  as  our  own,  had  at  all 
times  been  fupplied  by  North- 
America  with  various  commodities, 
fome  of  which,  fuch  as  provifiona 
and  lumber,  were  even  efTential  to 
their  exidence.  Nor  were  all  the 
Spanifti  colonies,  notwithdanding 
their  extent  of  continent,  wholly 
free  from  this  neceflity.  It  could 
not  then  be  expected,  that  thefe 
States,  from  any  regard  to  our  pri- 
vate quarrels,  or  attention  to  our 
efts  of  parliament,  fhould  fuffer 
their  iflands  to  be  Itarved,  or  their 
daple  commodities  lod.  Nor  could 
the  ruin  which  they  faw  coming 
upon  our  own  Wed-lndia  iflands, 
and  palliated  chiefly  by  captures 
from  the  Americans,  be  the  fmall- 
ed  inducement  to  their  fubmitiing 
to  a  fimilar  mifchief. 

However,  from  this  invafion  of 
the  American  trade  by  foreigners 
one  advantage  is  derived,  if  not  tb 
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the  commerce  and  navigation,  yet 
to  the  manufactures  of  England  ; 
that  thefe  nations  not  having  yet 
got  into  the  way  of  providing  a 
proper  aflbrtment  for  the  Ameri- 
can market,  they  refort'  hither  for 
fupply.  This  is  felt  in  all  the 
inanufafturing  towns  ;  and  the  Mi- 
jiiftry  owe  much  of  their  quiet, 
during  the  prefent  contention,  to 
that  fource. 

It  is  probable  that  Europe  is 
much  indebted,  for  the  continu- 
ance of  its  tranquillity,  to  the  pa- 
cific difpofition  of  the  French  mo- 
narch, which  is  fuppofedwith  dif- 
^culty  to  have  reftrained  the  afti- 
vity  or  reftlefTnefs  of  a  clofe  ally 
and  powerful  neighbour,  as  well 
as  the  ardour  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  the  nobility,  and  the  nation 
in  general,  who  are  thought  to  be 
eagerly  difpofed  to  a  war.  Indeed, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeds, 
the  American  party  is  fo  ftrong  in 
France,  that  it  feems  nearly  to  in- 
clude the  whole  nation,  except  the 
ruling  part  of  the  court.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  the  prefent  dif- 
pofition of  that  court  is  favourable 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  par- 
ticularly fortunate  to  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

The  military  preparations,  how- 
ever, in  France,  particularly  on 
the  fea-coafts,  and  the  naval  ar- 
maments, have  been  fo  confidera- 
ble,  that  no  explanation  which 
could  be  given  of  the  motives,  was 
fufficient  for  a  time  to  allay  the 
alarm  and  apprehenfion  which  they 
excited.  It  was  faid,  that  as  the 
feas  were  covered  with  Englifh  fleets 
and  American  cruizers,  and  not 
only  an  adlual  war  carried  on,  but 
fuch  armies  fent  to  the  New  World 
as  had  never  before  appeared  there. 


it  became  neceffary  for  France  to 
arm  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 
efFeftually  fecure  her  colonies,  and 
proteft  her  commerce  :  That  her 
engagements  with  Spain,  and  the 
difputes  between  that  power  and 
Portugal,  rendered  it  befides  ne- 
ceffary, that  (he  Ihould  be  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  preparation,  as  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture  would  enable  her  to 
fulfil  them  :  and  that  it  was  very 
extraordinary,  that  thofe  who,  be- 
fides being  themfelvesin  the  high- 
eft  polfible  ftate  of  warlike  prepa- 
ration, had  alfo  fent  hofts  of  arm- 
ed foreigners  into  the  New  World, 
Ihould  m<ike  objedions  to  their 
neighbours  putting  themfelves  in  a 
proper  ftate  of  fecurity.  W hatever 
fatisfaftion  thefe  anfwcrs  afforded, 
no  better  could  be  obtained  ;  and 
it  is  very  probable,  that  a  greater 
reliance  was  placed  upon  a  know- 
ledge of  the  temper  of  the  French 
Minifters,  and  of  the  cabals  which 
prevailed  in  the  court,  than  upon 
any  afl'urances  they  could  have 
given.  All  together  were  not  fuf- 
ficient to  prevent  alarm,  or  totally 
to  remove  apprehenfion. 

The  Count  de  St.  Germain, 
who  in  thepreceding  year  had  been 
recalled  by  the  King  to  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  and  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department,  ven- 
tured upon  a  military  regulation, 
which  for  a  time  made  a  great 
noife,  and  would,  in  a  more  tur- 
bulent feafon,  have  been  exceed- 
ingly dangerous.  This  was  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  Mufquetaires, 
^,nd  fome  other  of  thole  corps, 
which  being  adapted  more  to  the 
parade  of  guarding  the  royal  per- 
fon,  than  any  real  military  fervice, 
were  fupported  at  a  prodigious  ex- 
pence,  without  an  adequate  return 
of  bene^i^  to  the  ftate.  Notwith- 
ftanding 
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landing  the  evident  utility  of  this 
reduction,  and  that  the  very  confi- 
derable  fums  of  money  arifing  from 
the  favings,  were  to  be  applied  to 
increafe  the  real  llrength  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  nation,  by  the  eftablifli- 
ment    and    fupport     of    effeflive 
marching   battalions;     yet    thefe 
corps  being  compofed  of  gentle- 
men, and  their  officers  being   of 
the  firft  families  in  the  kingdom, 
it  occafioned  a  prodigious  clamour, 
and  the  fate  of  Struenfee,  whofe 
fall   had    been   precipitated   by  a 
fimilar  innovation  with  refpedl  to 
the  Danifh  guards,  was  loudly  and 
repeatedly   prognofticated,    if  not 
threatened,  as  the  certain  doom  of 
the  author.     Such  is  the  power  of 
habit,  and  fuch  the  pride  and  plea- 
fure  which  men  find,  and  the  mu- 
tual    attachment     they   contradl, 
>vhen    thrown    into    any   diftind 
clafs  that  feparates   them  from  the 
Tell   of  the   community,  that    no 
women,  in  the  cafe  of  being  torn 
away  from  their  hu(bands,  country, 
and  all  that  was  moft  dear  to  them 
by  a   mercilefij  conqueror,    could 
exprefs  a  more  poignant  grief,  or 
fhew  greater    marks    of    defpair, 
than  ihofe  brave  men,  whofe  cou- 
rage had  at  all  times  been  dilHn- 
guifhed,  did    upon    this  occafion. 
Of  this  a  more  flriking  inftance 
needs  not  to  be  given,  than  that  of 
the  veteran  commanderof  the  Grey 
Mufquetaires ;  who,    though    the 
matter  was  fully  known,  and   the 
corps  he  commanded  afl'embled  for 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  the  order 
of  fuppreffion,  yet  is  faid  to  have 
fainted  away  in  their  arms  upon  its 
being  delivered. 

Another  remarkable  circum- 
fiance,  which  will  ftill  more  diftin- 
guilh  this  year  in  tKe  hiHory  of 
f  ranee,  was   the  placing  of  Mr, 


Necker,  a  foreigner  and  proteftant, 
ai  the  head  of  the  Finances  in  that 
kingdom.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  Swifs  by  birth,  is  faid  to  pof- 
fefs  fuch  diftinguilhed  abilities  ia 
every  thing  appertaining  to  his 
office,  that  his  appointment  to  it 
could  be  no  matter  of  furprize,  if 
it  had  not  been  fo  direftly  oppolite 
to  the  long  eftablifhed  maxims  and 
policy  of  that  nation.  It  affords 
one  of  thofe  inflances  which  are 
now  happily  becoming  general,  of 
that  enlargement  of  mind,  and  li- 
berality of  fentiment,  which  are 
daily  gaining  ground,  upon  preju- 
dice and  error. 

The  vaft  expence  at  which  Spain 
has  continued,  ever  fince  the  af- 
fair of  Algiers,  to  augment  her 
armaments  by  fea  and  land,  has 
given  fome  alarms  to  different  parts 
of  Europe.  Indeed,  nobody  be- 
lieved, that  (he  iniended  for  the 
prefent,  to  venture  another  attempt 
upon  the  coafl:  of  Africa,  The 
great  land  and  naval  force  which 
(he  fupported,  and  daily  increafed, 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  with  the  pains 
(he  was  at  in  rendering  her  princi- 
pal fortreffcs  there  as  nearly  im- 
pregnable as  (kill  and  expence  were 
capable  of  making  them,  feemed 
to  indicate  either  defign  or  appre- 
hen(ion  in  that  quarter,  while  no 
colourable  caufe  could  be  afligned 
for  fuppofing  the  latter.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
was  more  than  once  ferioufly  alarm- 
ed at  the  apprehended  deligns,  or 
the  movements  of  thefe  forces  in 
her  neighbourhood. 

A  difpute  with  Portugal,  about 
limits,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rio 
de  la  Plata,  in  South  America,  af- 
forded a  favourable  opportunity 
for  continuing  and  increaiing  thefe 
preparations.    The  vaft,  and  al- 

moSt 


186*]      ANNUAL    REGI  S  TE  R,  1776. 


jToft  unmeafurablc  countries,  with 
the  ill-deiined,  and  nearly  un- 
Icnown  limits,  in  thofe  half-dirco- 
vcr€d  regions,  will  for  ages  afford 
opportunities  of  difpute,  as  well 
through  error  as  defign.  The  Por- 
luguelc  fay,  that  the  Spaniards  had 
felted  a  confiderable  traft  of  terri- 
tory, which  had  been  repeatedly 
confirmed  to  them  by  different 
treaties,  and  gaaranticd  by  Great- 
Sritain.  However  thc|  matter  of 
aright  may  have  been  between  the 
two  countries,  it  is  certain  that  the 
condtid  of  the  Court  of  Lifbon 
was  charged  by  their  adverfaries  to 
have  been,  in  every  part  of  their 
proceeding,  full  of  artifice,  fallacy, 
and  breach  of  faith. 

Troops  had  beer>  for  fome  time 
fcDt  to  the  Brazils,  unobferved, 
ijnd  in  fmall  numbers,  until  they 
at  length  amounted  to  a  dangerous 
force;  the  marine  was  increared 
by  the  fame  imperceptible  degrees, 
and  every  preparation  for  hollility 
and  defence  was  carried  on  with 
the  utmoil  privacy.  They  then, 
as  the  Court  of  Spain  afTerted,  at- 
tacked,  overpowered,  and  flaugh- 
tered  the  Spaniards,  and  took  fe- 
veral  of  their  forts,  without  any 
fair  or  previous  notice  of  hoftility. 
That  court  complained,  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  moft  pacific  fen- 
timents  were  held  out  at  Liibon, 
the  condudl  of  their  Governors  and 
Officers  totally  difavowed  and  con- 
demned, and  the  ftrongell  affuran- 
ccs  given,  that  all  holtiiity  fhould 
immediately  ceafe,  and  all  poffible 
faftisfadion  be  made,  as  foon  as  the 
neccfiary  inftrudions  could  arrive 
at  the  fcene  of  adion,  Inftead  of 
the  cxpecled  inftrudions,  ftrong 
reinforcements  were  fent  out,  to 
fupport  and  extend  the  advantages 
already  gained. 


In  thefe  circumftances,  large 
bodies  of  the  Spanilh  force?,  with 
a  proper  artillery,  were  advanced 
towards  the  borders  of  Portugal, 
and  France  was  called  upon  for 
the  iHpulated  auxiliary  alfiftance 
(he  was  bound  by  treaty  to  furni(h, 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  that  ftate. 
The  mediation  of  Great. Britain 
and  France,  or,  perhaps  more  pro- 
perly, the  pacific  determination  of 
the  latter,  prevented  matters  from 
proceeding  to  the  laft  extremity ; 
fo  that  fome  fort  of  an  iniperfeft 
accommodation  took  place,  which, 
however,  left  fufficient  room  open 
for  renewing  the  quarrel.  It  is 
faid,  that  even  the  former  of  thefe 
Courts  exprefled  the  utmoft  difap- 
probation  of  the  condud  of  Por- 
tugal in  thisbufinefs,  and  even  de- 
clared, that  it  could  not  deem  it- 
felf  bounden  by  thedefenfive  trea- 
ties between  both  States,  unlefspro^ 
per  fatisfaftion  was  firft  given. 

The  death  of  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, and  the  removal  of  his  fa- 
vourite and  prime  minilter  from 
the  government  of  that  country, 
which  he  had  long  ruled  with 
an  unbounded,  and  to  the  nobility 
a  moft  dreaded  fway,  both  of 
which  happened  fince  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  have  probably  made  a 
total  change,  with  refped  at  leaft 
to  each  other,  in  the  political 
principles  both  of  that  and  the 
Spaniih  Court. 

We  ftiail  not  dwell  longer  at  pre- 
fenton  this  fubjed,  as  the  particu- 
lars fall  more  properly  within  the 
year  fucceeding  that  whofe  events 
we  now  relate,  and  as  the  proceed- 
ingsin  South-America  have  not  yet 
been  fully  known  in  Europe. 

As  this  is  the  a^ra  of  improve- 
ment in  almoft  every  part  of 
Europe,  Spain,  which  has  been  fo 
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long  at  a  great  diftance,  in  that 
r^-rpedt,  behind  her  neighbours, 
feems  now  beginning  to  have  her 
(hare.  A  policy,  a  little  more 
liberal,  begins  to  dawn  in  that 
country,  which  may  perhaps  turn 
the  great  natural  advantages  (he 
pofleiles  in  both  worlds  to  fuch 
account,  as  to  raif'*  her  to  the  very 
firltrank  in  power  and  importance. 
But  knowledge  and  literature,  lb 
neceOary  -o  this  progrefs,  can 
fcarrely  have  their  operation  to 
wards  fo  great  an  improvement, 
whilft,  at  bert,  they  can  appear 
only  in  a  fort  of  difguife,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  inquifition. 
For  a  while,  that  tribunal  was  re- 
duced only  to  a  name ;  but  at  pre- 
fent,  it  is  faid  to  be  revived  on 
grounds  with  which  we  are  un- 
acquainted. However,  Spain  has 
formed,  and  is  faid  ilill  to  be 
forming,  feveral  moil  ufeful  regu- 
lationb,  for  the  improvement  and 
extcnfion  of  her  commerce,  parti- 
cularly by  laying  the  trade  to 
Mexico  open  to  all  her  ports  with- 
out dillinftion,  and  removing  thcfe 
deftrndive  rertriftions  by  which  it 
was  confined  to  certain  places,  fea- 
fons,  and  a  certain  fpecificd  num- 
ber of  fliips.  Other  meafures 
equally  ufeful  in  their  feveral  de- 
grees, and  tending  to  the  fame 
end,  have  been  adopted  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  government  and  con- 
dud  of  her  colonies,  aftd  the  efta- 
biifhment  of  a  regular  mercantile 
correfpondence  with  them.  It  is 
even  faid  that  the  barbarous  penal 
law,  which  renders  it  death  to 
foreigners  to  hold  any  (hare  in, 
what  is  called,  the  trade  to  the 
Indies,  will  be  moft  wifely  and 
defervediy  abrogated.  If  thefe  and 
/imilar  meafures  are  purfued  even 
to  a  moderate  extent,   they   will 


foon  produce  utithonght  of  effefts, 
both  in  the  face  and  ftate  of  that 
country.  Foreign  merchants,  and 
the  itygenious  and  induflrious  of 
all  nations,  will  crowd  into  her 
maritime  towns,  which  will  be- 
come the  feats  of  wealth  and  com- 
merce. The  improvement  of  the 
interior  country  will  follow  un- 
bidden. 

The  fpirit  of  difcovery  which 
appeared  in  our  Jate  voyages, 
feems  to  have  operated  upon  the 
Spaniards,  and  prompted  them  to 
acquire  a  perfefl  knowledge  of 
thofe  feas  and  countries  which 
they  conlider  peculiarly  as  their 
own.  For  this  purpofe,  Buccarelli, 
the  Viceroy  of  New  Spain,  has  for 
fomctimepaft  fent  feveral  frigates 
from  Acapulco,  to  explore  tho(fe 
unknown,  or  barely  dilcovered  re- 
gions which  lie  to  the  north  of 
California.  Thefe  adventures  are 
faid  to  have  been  attended  with 
fuccefs,  and  that  the  voyagers 
have  difcovered  an  extenfive  coafl, 
inhabited  by  a  docile  and  tradable 
people,  among  whom  they  hai'C 
cftablifhed  feveral  miffions.  It  is 
farther  faid,  that  thefe  difcoverics 
are  capable  of  fome  immediate  and 
confiderable  benefits,  by  the  whale, 
and  other  fifheries,  which  the/ 
would  admit  of  to  a  great  extent. 

A  new  academy  has  been  efta- 
blifhed  in  Madrid,  under  the  laud- 
able title  of  '«  The  Friends  of  their 
'*  Country,"  which  affords  a  ftrong 
inftance  of  the  difpofition  to  the 
moll  ufeful  improvements  which 
at  prefent  prevails  in  that  king, 
dom.  The  defign  of  that  Inftita- 
tion  is  the  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  arts,  in» 
duftry,  and  commerce.  It  is  pa- 
tronized by  the  King,  who  has 
afligned  an  annual  fum  of  money 
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to  it  for  premiums,  and  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  with  the  grandees, 
and  other  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
names  in  the  kingdom,  are  among 
its  members. 

The    Houfe  of  Auftria   never 
perhaps   made  a   more  illuftrious 
figure,  not  even  in  the  height  of 
the  power,  vidtories,  and   glories 
of  Charles  V.   than  it  does  in  its 
prelent  beneficent  reprefentatives. 
Among  the  moft  glorious  afts  of 
the    prefent    fovereigns,     is     the 
aboliihing  of  the  torture  with  all 
its  horrors  in  the  hereditary  do- 
minions,   and    the   granting  of  a 
moft   liberal  religious    toleration. 
The  latter  has  already  been    ob- 
ferved,  even  in  its  firft  operation, 
to  have  produced,  particularly  in 
Hungary,  the  h^Lppieft  effeds.  The 
moft   mortal    animofities   fubfifted 
between  the  Roman  Catholicks  and 
Proteftants  in  that  country,  occa- 
iioned  by   the    power   which    the 
laws  afforded,  to  the  worft  mem- 
bers of  one  communion,  (who  are 
thofe  that  are  always  bufy  in  fuch 
matters)  to  grieve  and  harrafs  even 
the  beft  of  the  other.     The  taking 
away  of  this  unnatural  and  ill-be- 
ftowed  power,  and  the   removing 
all  objects  of  contention,  particu. 
larly  the  forced  attendance  of  the 
Romifti  clergy  in  ficknefs,  and  of 
the  Proteftants  at  procefllons,  has 
likewife  ftronglyoperated  to  fubdue 
all  animofity  and   diflenfion,  and 
it  probably  may  not  be  long,  when 
both   they,  and  the   caufes    from 
which    they    originated,   will    be 
equally  forgotten. 

The  fame  beneficence,  attention 
to  the  welfaiie  and  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  regard  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  has  been  difplayed  in 
Bohemia,  where  thepeafants  upon 
the  imperial  demefnes  have  been 


discharged  from  the  ftate  of  villain- 
age in  which  they  had  hitherto  been 
retained,  and  thofe  extenfive  trafts 
portioned  out  into  moderate  lots, 
and  let  to  them  upon  leafe,  not  only 
at  equitable  but  eafy  rents  ;  whilft 
even  talk  work,  the  only  remaining 
mark  of  fervitude,  is  allowed  to 
be  commuted  for  by  a  fmall  yearly 
fum  of  money.  Nor  are  the  im- 
mediate benefits  of  this  meafure 
its  only  object,  it  being  intended 
and  hoped,  that  the  example  will 
be  followed  by  the  Bohemian  nobi- 
lity, and  that  it  will  be  a  means 
of  weaning  them  from  thofe  re- 
mains of  ancient  barbarity,  which 
render  them  at  prefent  fo  tenacious 
of  a  power,  that  deprives  their 
vafTals  of  all  the  rights  of  human 
nature,  and  of  which  even  the 
fovereign  could  not  venture  to 
ftrip  them  by  force. 

One  Bolts,  a  German,  who  had 
acquired  a  large  fortune  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  Eaft  India  Company, 
but  who,  to  all  appearance,  from 
an    impra£licable    temper,    and  a 
turbulent  litigious  difpofition,  in- 
volved himfelf  in    fuch    troubles 
by  quarrels    with   our   Governors 
abroad,  and  law-fuits  with   them 
and    the  Company    at    home,   as 
greatly  difarrangedhisafiairs,  part- 
ly with  a  view  of  retrieving  them, 
and    partly,  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
through  revenge,  has  this  year  in- 
duced the  Emperor  to  revive  the 
long  abandoned  fcheme  of  inftitut- 
ing  a    company,  and    opening    a 
trade  to  the  Eaft-Indies.      Every 
body  knows  the  alarm  which   the 
Oftend  Company    excited    in  the 
maritime  powers,  and  the  efFedual 
meafures   which  they  ufed  for  its 
fuppreflion.     Such  is  the  ftate  of 
affairs  at   prefent,  and    fo    much 
perhaps  have  fentiments  and  opi- 
2  nions 
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and  general  cad  of  thinking,  tend 
to  produce  that  peculiar  charafter, 
which  conlHtutes  and  dillinguifhes 
what  is  underftood  as  an  age  of 
chivalry  or  heroifm. 

The  attention  which  has  been 
paid  this  year  to  the  increafe  and 
improvement  of  the  Ruffian  naval 
force,  fufficiently  fpeak  the  inten- 
tions of  that  governrtient,  if  other 
evidence  was  even  wanting,  to 
advance  fpeedily  into  the  firft  clafs 
of  commercial  and  maritime  power. 
But  of  all  the  vaft  projefts  whicb 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
rulers  of  that  empire  from  Peter  the 
Great  downward,  none  equalled  ia 
magnitude,  that  which  not  only 
occupies  the  contemplation  of  the 
prefent  Emprefs,  but  is  faid  to  be 
already,  in  fome  degree,  under- 
taken. This  is  no  lefs  than  the 
union  of  the  remote  and  inland 
Cafpian  Sea,  with  the  far  diltant 
frozen  and  boundlefs  Northern 
Ocean.  However  extraordinary 
this  fcheme  may  appear,  and  how- 
ever difficult  it  may  prove  in  the 
execution,  it  is  at  prefent  hoped, 
that  by  the  means  of  canals,  with 
the  junction  of  feveral  navigable 
rivers,  it  will  not  be  found  im- 
pradicable.  if  it  (hould  fucceed, 
it  will  undoubtedly  exhibit  the 
greateft  monument  of  human  in- 
dultry,  and  the  moft  extraordinary 
inland  navigation,  that  has  ever 
been  known. 

Great  pains  are  ufed,  and  no  ex- 
pence  or  encouragement  fpared,  to 
induce  foreigners  to  people  thofe 
vaft  defarts  which  overfpread  a 
great  part  of  the  empire,  and 
which,  in  many  places,  require 
only  cultivation,  to  produce*,  in  the 
greateft  plenty,  every  thing  necef- 
Tary  to  the  fubfiftence  and  comfort 
of  mankind.    Thefe  means,  joined 

witfii 


nions  changed  fince  that  time, 
that  this  meafure  is  pafled  over 
without  notice.  Indeed  fuch  great 
difficulties  attend  all  new  eftablifti- 
mentsof  this  kind  againft  powerful 
concurrents  already  in  pofleffion, 
that  this  fcheme  will  probably  fail 
without  any  direft  interference  of 
the  commercial  ftates. 

Ruffia  ftill  continues  to  move  in 
that  fuperior  fphere  of  condudt 
which  has  for  fome  years  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  Great 
and  fplendid  aftions,  adorned  by  a 
noble  magnificence,  and  a  muni- 
ficence only  fuited  to  the  refources 
of  fo  vaft  an  empire,  throw  a 
luftre  all  round,  which  dazzles  the 
eyes  of  the  beholders,  and  afFord  a 
permanency  to  the  government  of 
Catharine,  which  was  little  to  be 
cxpeded,  either  from  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  people,  the  uncertain 
tenure  of  arbitrary  power,  or  many 
inaufpicious  circumftances  which 
attended  its  commencement.  In- 
dividuals feel  themfelves  partakers 
in  the  exalted  ftate  of  the  whole, 
and  that  fenfe  influences  their  con- 
dufl.  A  Captain  of  a  Ruffian  fhip, 
forgetting  all  fober  maxims  of  pru- 
dence, with  a  noble  generofity, 
hazards  the  lofs  of  life  and  pro- 
perty, and  encounters  what  is  ftill 
more  dreadful  than  either,  the 
danger  of  flavery,  in  boldly  cut- 
ting a  rich  Chriftian  prize  out  of 
a  fortified  piratical  harbour  in 
Barbary,  fcorning  all  benefit  to 
himfelf  or  his  brave  crew,  other 
than  the  glory  of  the  a^,  with  the 
pleafure  of  reftoring  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  their  property  to  the 
pillaged.  Perhaps  there  is  an  in- 
termediate period,  between  the 
roughnefs  of  barbarifm,  and  a  re- 
fined ftate  of  cultivation,  in  all 
brave  nations,  when  the  miinners. 


f90»]     ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1776. 


with  the  inducement  of   an   un- 
bounded    toleration    in    religious 
matters,  have  fucceeded  fo  happi- 
ly, that  twelve  new  colonies,  com- 
prehending above  6000    families, 
zre  already  eftablifhed  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the   Wolga.     In  order  to 
facilitate  the  commerce  and  com- 
munication  with    China,    and    to 
prevent  the  great  expences  attend- 
ing caravans,  no   lefs  endeavours 
Jiave  been  ufed,  to  form  a  cultivated 
|raft  along  the  courfe  of  the  road, 
through  thofe  wide  and  void  regions 
which  feparate  the   two  empires. 
Towns  and  villages  have  been  foun- 
ded at  proper  diliances  for  this  pur- 
jK)fe  ;  and  as  a  rampart  at  the  head 
of  the    line,    feveral    colonies   of 
Folifti  farmers  were  eftablilhed  dur- 
ing the  war,  in  the  country  im- 
mediately adjoining  to  the  confines 
of  China.     As  thefe    poor   emi- 
grants, whohad  efcaped  the  double 
horrors  of  war  and  oppreffion  in 
their  own  country,  were  liberally 
provided    with  ftock    and  all  ne- 
ceffaries,  and  began    to  talle    the 
fweets  of  fecurity  in  perfon    and 
pfoperty,  the  new  fettlements  flou- 
jifhed  accordingly,  until  the  rapa- 
city of  the  Governors,  encouraged 
by   the  fuppoled  impunity  which 
their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  go- 
vcrnment,  and  the  means  they  pof- 
fefl'ed  of    fuppreiTing    information 
and  complaintjwouldafford, chang- 
ed the  pleafing  profpedl,  and   had 
nearly    accompliftied    their    ruin. 
The  vigilance  of  government  has 
faved  the  poor  people  from  deihuc- 
tion.     A  rigorous  enquiry  is  com- 
menced into  the  condudl  of  their 
opprefTors;  and  nobody  will  regret 
the  feverity  of  a  Ruffian  punilh- 
ment    upon  this  occafion. 

Some  fmall  difficulties  that  oc- 
curred, as  to  fulfilling  a  part  of  the 
comiiiions  which  were  included  or 


fuppofed  in  the  late  treaty  of  peace 
between  Ruffia  and  th^  Porte,  and 
which  particularly  related  to  the 
freedom  and  extent  of  navigation 
and  commerce  clairred  by  the 
former  in  the  Black  S?a,  the  Me- 
diterranean,and  thepL»[fage  through 
theDardanclles,  and  to  the  troubles 
excited  by  the  contending  Khans  ia 
the  Crimea,  only  indicated  in  a 
fmall  degree,  thofe  differences, 
which  fince  the  clofe  of  the  year 
have  rifen  to  a  confiderable  height, 
and  iUU  afford  room  for  apprehen- 
fica  of  their  being  the  means  of 
renewing  the  troubles  between  the 
two  powers.  Thefe  will  of  courfe 
become  objefts  of  future  obferva- 
tion.  They  were  indeed  (o  little 
expefted  or  thought  of,  that  the 
Ambaffadors  on  both  fides  quitted 
the  oppoiite  courts, with  everymark 
of  favour,  and  appearance  of  cor- 
dial frjendfhipj  and  a  great  Ruffian 
trading  houfe  was  eilablifhed  at 
Conftantinople,  endowed  with  very 
conflderable  exclufive  privileges, 
and  under  the  immediate  patron- 
age of  the  Emprefs,  whofe  founda- 
tion was  fixed  upon  that  commerce 
which  is  now  in  difpute, 

TheGrandDutchefs  .  ..  ^, 
of  Ruffia  having  un-  ^P"!  =6th. 
fortunately  died,  without  the  feli- 
city of  leaving  an  heir  to  inherit 
that  empire,  the  great  affair  of  the 
fucceffion  was  a  matter  of  too  much 
importance,  to  be  governed  or  li- 
mited by  thofe  forms  which  prevail 
in  common  cafes  of  the  famenature. 
The  Grand  Duke  accordingly  paid 
a  vifit  to  the  court  of  Berlin  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  fummer,  where  he 
received  the  Princcfs  of  Wirtem- 
bergh  as  a  bride  from  the  hands  of 
the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  marriage 
was  in  fome  time  afrer  qc^  1 
celebrated  with  the  ufual        * ' 
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pcftnp  and  magnificence  at  Peterf- 
borgh. 

The  war  with  Perfia,  in  concur- 
rence wi[h  all  laie  everts  in  which 
the  Ottoman  power  and  fafeiy  are 
concerned,  has  proved  unfortunate 
to  the  Port?.  The  ancient,  venera- 
ble, once  great,  and  even  of  late 
confiderable  commercial  city  of 
Baflbra,  after  a  fiegc  of  more  than 
A  M  ^  t  twelve  months,  was 
April  i6th.  ^^   j^^gjj^    compdied, 

by  dint  of  ficknefs  and  famine,  to 
fcbmit  to  the  Perfians.     The  de- 
fence of  that  city  reiled  upon  the 
government  of  Bagdad,  which,  in 
the  prcfent  (late  of  Per  Ira,  wotjid 
have  been   fully  competent  to  the 
purpofe,  if  the  divifiotis  and  dif- 
orders  which  extend  through  ihat 
vaft  and  unwieldy  empire,  had  -not 
rendered  all  its  parts  inefficacious. 
The  family  of  Omar  Pacha,  taldng 
advantage    of   the    venality    and 
weaknefs  which  have  fo  long  de- 
graded government  in  its  feat,  had 
for  feveral  years,  without  afliiming 
the  title,  or  pretending  to  its  rights, 
in  reality  exercifed  all  the  powers 
of  fovereignty  in  the  extenfive  pro- 
vinces   which    compofe    the    im- 
portant frontier  of  Bagdad.    The 
lime  which  fliould  have  been  now 
allotted  to  the  public  defence,  was 
applied  to  the  remedy  of  this  evil ; 
and    that    not  being   eafily  com- 
pafled  by  force,  recourfe  was  had 
to  intrigue  ;  money  and  promifes 
had  the  defired  and  ufual  effeft  upon 
the  great  men  of  the  country,  and 
fo    powerful  a  party  was    formed 
againft  the  unfortunate  Omar,  that 
his  head  with  his  vaft  treafures  were 
brought  in   triumph  to  Conftanti- 
noplc.       Such  was  the  inglorious 
compenfation  which  the  Porte  re- 
ceived for  the  lofs  of  Baflbra. 
A  new    Bafha   who    fucceeded 


Omar,  having  neither  power  nor 
influence  in  the  country,  was  ca- 
fiiy  defeated  by  the  Periians,  at  the 
head  of  fuch  a  fmall  and  ill-formed 
force,  as  he  was  able  to  raife  for 
the  relief  of  that  city.  Thougli 
Baflbra  fubmittcd  upon  corapofi- 
tion,  the  Perfians,  according  to  the 
barbarous  maxims  of  the  caftcra 
world,  were  guilty  of  great  cx- 
ccfTes  and  cruelties,  the  former  of 
which  extended  even  to  the  chrifti* 
an  merchants,  who  fufFered  cocfi^ 
derably  upon  this  occalion.  Th« 
fuccefs  encouraged  Kerim  Khan, 
the  Regent  of  Perfia,  to  iend  a 
confiderable  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  brother,  againft  the 
government  and  city  of  Bagdad. 
Here  his  hopes  were  eifeduairf 
checked.  The  great  men  of  the 
country,  uniting  now  in  their  own 
defence,  totally  routed  the  Per. 
fians  with  great  flaughter. 

The  numerous  fons,  family,  and 
officers  of  the  unfortunate  Chiek 
Daher,  have  been  hunted  with  a 
rage  as  cruel  and  anremitting,  as  . 
the  avarice  which  principally  ex- 
cited the   purfuit    was  boundlefs. 
Unhappily  for  them,  the  taking  of 
new  treafures  from  time  to  time, 
have  kept  up   the   ardour  of  the 
chace,  and  it  will  probably  onljr 
end  in   the   extermination  of  the 
whole  race.     It  would  fecm  won- 
derful, if  long  and  conftant  expe- 
rience had  not  rendered  it  familiar, 
that  in  that  vaft  extent  of  theglobe, 
through  every  part  of  which  the 
pofleflion  of   riches  is,    with  ma- 
thematical certainty,  attended  with 
inevitabledeftruftion,  and  yet,  that 
the  avidity  of  accumulating  wealth, 
is  at  leaft  as  ftrong  in   thofe  re- 
gions fo  unfriendly  to  property,  as 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
Jt   feeras    remarkable,  that  the 


192*]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,     1776, 


magnificence,  fplendour,  and  even 
the  munificence  of  Prince  Repnin, 
during  his  embafly  at  Conftanti- 
nople,  was  a  molt  grievous  eye- 
fore  to  the  Turks,  who  confidered 
it  as  a  kind  of  infult,  and  an  often- 
tatious  triumph  over  them,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  lofTes  and  dif- 
graces  of  the  late  war.  This  jea- 
loufy  was  fo  prevalent,  particularly 
among  the  common  people,  that 
the  Grand  Vizir  was  obliged  to 
take  eiFedive  raeafures,  to  prevent 
its  being  produftive  of  infult  or 
inifchief. 

Great  efforts  have  been  ufed 
iince  the  peace  to  rellore  and 
Itrengthen  the  Turkifh  marine, 
and  feveral  Ihips  of  war  of  great 
force,  and  upon  a  new  conftrudion, 
have  this  year  been  launched  at 
Conftantinople.  Equal  pains  have 
been  taken  to  ftrengthen  the  for- 
treffes  on  the  Danube  and  Neiller, 
and  every  thing  of  late  tends  to 
Ihew,  that  the  llrongeft  jealoufy 
prevails  with  refpeft  to  the  navi- 
gation, and  the  greateft  apprehen- 
iion  of  the  power,  which  Ruflia 
will  pofTefs  in  confequence  of  it 
upon  the  Black  Sea.  It  can  fcarcely, 
however,  be  imagined,  that  the 
Porte,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  will 
venture  upon  a  new  war  with  Ruf- 
iia,  unlefs  encouraged  to  it,  by  an 
affurance  of  the  moft  powerful  fup- 
port  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

The  northern  kingdoms  afford 


little  matter  for  obfervation  thil 
year.  Sweden  continues  to  be  go- 
verned with  great  moderation,  and 
apparently  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
the  people^  whilft  the  King  is 
equally  induftrious  and  fuccefsful, 
in  placing  it  in  a  moft  refpeftable 
Itate,  with  refpeft  both  to  its  land 
and  naval  force.  As  this  feems  to 
be  an  sera,  when  the  opulence 
of  merchants  particularly  excites 
the  envy  and  avarice  of  Princes> 
who  not  content  with  the  power, 
would  become  univerfal  traders^ 
and  monopolize  alfo  the  commerce 
of  the  earth,  the  Daniih  king  has 
Ihewn  his  approbation  of  fo  laud- 
able a  fyftem  of  regal  policy,  bya- 
bolifhing  the  Guinea  Company, 
taking  all  their  affairs  into  his  own 
hands,  and  appointing  a  few  of 
his  officers  to  manage  the  future 
traffic. 

The  Itates  of  Holland  have  re- 
newed the  charter  of  their  Eaft 
India  Company  upon  fOch  liberal 
terms,  as  might  be  expelled  in  a 
commercial  and  wife  common- 
wealth. For  linding  that  the  Com- 
pany had  of  late  fuffered  greatly, 
as  well  by  a  decline  of  commerce 
as  other  lofTes,  they  accepted  the 
fum  of  two  millions  of  florins  for 
a  new  charter  for  thirty  years,  in- 
flead  of  three  millions,  which  they 
had  paid  for  the  former,  under  the 
fame  conditions,  and  for  a  like 
term. 


CHRO. 


[     113    ] 


CHRONICLE. 


I  ft. 


B 


JANUARY. 

E  I  N  G  ne\v-year*s  day, 
was  obferved  at  court, 
and  eiiewhere,  as  ufual.  [For  the 
Ode  performed  at  St.  James's  on 
the  occafion,  pleafe  to  turn  to  pur 
article  of  Poetry  for  this  year.] 

The  town  of  Norfolk,  the  beft 
Tea  -  port,  and  moft  flouriihing 
town,  in  Virginia,  was,  all  to  three 
houfes,  burnt  to  afhes.  Shortly 
after  the  provincials  made  them- 
felves  malters  of  New-Providence, 
one  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  with  a 
fniall  fleet  of  fcven  fail,  which,  at 
their  return,  met  with  the  Glafgow 
man  of  war,  and  attacked  her.  But 
as  to  the  details  of  thefeevents,and 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  we  mull 
leave  them,  as  making  part  of  the 
unhappy  war  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies,  to  the 
able  pen  which  favours  the  public 
witbthehiftorical  part  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Mellifti  contraded  with  the 
commiffioners  of  the  vi«5lualling 
office  for  looo  oxen,  at  33s.  lod. 
per  hundred  weight  ;  no  bad  cri- 
terion of  the  price  of  fuch  provi- 
fions  at  this  time. 

An  ordinance  was  publifhed  at 
Paris,  granting  a  general  pardon  to 
all  delerters,  by  which  it  was  com- 
puted that  upwards  of  20,coo  men 
would  return  to  the  fervice  ;  and 
Jikewife  decreeing,  that  deferiers 
(hall  not  for  the  future  bepuniflied 
with  death,  but  be  fent  to  work  at 
xhe  fortifications  for  a  looeer  term 

Vol.  XIX.  . 


than  their  engagement  in  the  mili. 
tary  fervice. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Paris,  of 
this   date. 

*'  We  learn  from  Vie^ina,  in 
Dauphiny,  that,  notwithftanding 
thedifcovery  which  had  been  made, 
at  a  fmall  diilance  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  town,  in  1773,  of  a  valuable 
piece  of  antique  Mofaic,  they  had 
difcontinued  iheir  refearches  after 
thefe  monuments  of  antiquity,  till 
the  fingular  patronage  given  to  the 
arts,  by  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince, had  determined  Monfieur 
Schneider,  painter,  and  profeflbr  in 
the  fchool  of  drawing,  at  the  Royal 
College  in  that  town,  to  continue 
his  refearches  in  the  fame  fpoc 
where  the  firft  piece  of  Mofaic  was 
found.  By  the  labours  of  this  ar- 
till  were  found  many  pieces  of  mar- 
ble, curious  both  for  their  fize  and 
fculpture  ;  and  a  piece  of  Mofaic 
was  difcovered,  larger  and  more 
variegated  than  the  former.  This 
pavement  is  thirty-four  feet  in 
length, and  twenty-four  in  breadth. 
In  the  middle  is  a  tablet,  on  which 
are  three  female  figures,  one  half 
naked,  who  appear  greatly  terri- 
fied, and  as  if  flying  from  a  foldir, 
armed  with  a  lance,  who  is  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  Above  this  tablet 
is  a  rampart,  on  which  is  a  tent, 
and  two  other  warriors,  one  of 
whom  feems  to  be  giving  orders 
for  flopping  the  women,  and  the 
other  founding  a. trumpet.  Thefe 
figures,   which  arc  of  the  natural 
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fize,  are  in  the  Grecian  drefs. 
Above  the  tablet  are  five  medali- 
0ns  ;  one  reprcfenting  the  head  of 
Medufa  ;  and  the  others,  the  four 
feafons^  with  their  particular  at- 
tributes. The  reft  of  this  rich 
pavement  confifts  of  twenty-fix 
compartments,  alternately  fquare 
and  round.  The  whole  is  bounded 
by  a  border  of  exquifice  taile  and 
workmanfhip. 

Mr.  Schneider,  by  a  contrivance 
©f  his  own,  raifed  this  Mofaic 
without  injuring  it,  and  fent  it  to 
the  college,  where  it  remains  a 
precious  monument  to  all  the  lov- 
ers of  the  fine  arts. 

In  purfuing  his  refearches,  with 
an  ardor  increafed  by  fuccefs,  he 
has  difcovered  a  fecond  pavement 
in  white  Roman  Maftic,  inter- 
fperfed  with  fragments  of  the  moil 
.uncommon  marbles,  fcattered,  as 
it  were,  by  chance  ;  the  whole  po- 
lifhed,  producing  a  beautiful  ef- 
feft,  and  forming  a  very  hard  body. 
Some  of  this  kind  of  marble  has 
likewife  been  depofited  in  the  fame 
college.  The  analytical  decom- 
pofition  of  this  faditious  marble 
might  prove  very  ufefulto  our  mo- 
dern workers  in  ftucco." 

In  confequenceof  the  pregnancy 
of  the  firft  and  favourite  fultanefs 
of  the  Grand  Signior,  which  was 
lately  notified  in  form.  His  High- 
jiefs  granted  permifTion  to  the 
Chriftians  throughout  his  domi- 
nions, to  repair  fuch  of  their 
churches  as  might  have  fuffered  by 
,the  ruins  of  time.  Thankfully 
.availing  themfelves  of  this  per- 
mifTion, the  Chriftians  worked 
night  and  day  for  the  reftoration 
of  their  places  of  worftiip.  One 
of  the  Turkilh  emirs,  however, 
■viewing  this  privilege  with  a  jea- 
lous eye,  employed  every  artifice 
to  inftigate  the  people  to  revolt; 


infomuch  that  the  fultan  found 
himfelf  at  length  conftrained  by 
policy,  to  revoke  the  permifllon  he 
had  given  to  the  Chriftians,  and 
to  ifTue  an  order,  that  fuch  of  their 
religious  edifices  as  had  been  re- 
paired, fhould  be  inftantly  demo- 
liftied.  By  this  event,  not  only 
Chriftianity  muft  fufFer  fome  decay 
in  the  Turkifh  dominions  ;  but 
many  beautiful  reliques  of  ancient 
architedure,  upheld  by  Chrillian 
piety,  may  perifti  pafl  the  pollibi- 
lity  of  being  retrieved. 

The  lottery  finiftieddraw-  , 

ing  at  Guildhall.  3^- 

Being  Twelfth-day,  the  ^  , 
lord  -  chamberlain  of  the 
king's  houfhold,  in  the  abfence  of 
his  Majefty,  made  the  ufual  offer- 
ing at  the  altar,  of  frankincenf", 
myrrh,  &c,  and  alfo  a  purfe  of 
gold,  to  be  diftributed  among  the 
poor. 

Began,  attended  with  an  , 
high  eafterly  wind,  one  of  '  * 
the  greateft  falls  of  fnow  that  has 
happened  in  England  in  the  me- 
mory of  man  ;  and  it  was  followed 
by  fo  intenfe  a  frort,  that  the 
barometers,  at  times,  funk  two  or 
three  degrees  lower  than  it  did  in 
the  great  froft  which  began  during 
the  laft  days  of  1739,  ^"^  con- 
tinued aboutthree  months  in  1740; 
and,  by  the  i6th,  the  Thames  was 
entirely  frozen  over  at  Monlake. 
Nor  was  this  inclemency  of  the 
weather  confined  to  our  ifland. 
The  Sound  irlelf,  that  vaft  body 
of  water  which  feparates  Denmark 
from  Sweden,  was  frozen  over  as 
hard  as  during  the  above  great  froft ; 
fo  that  even  heavy-laden  fledgct 
crofTed  it  with  fafety.  On  the  2d 
of  February,  here  in  England  at 
leaft,  the  wind,  which  had  con- 
tinued eafterly  from  the  beginning 
of  this    vifitation,  turned    to  the 
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"foath,  and  gave  every  thiag  a  dif- 
ferent appearance. 

The  many  and  great  inconveni- 
enciesand  evils  ufual  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  in  a  country  like  this,  where 
they  are  feldom  felt,  and  of  courfe 
little  provided  againll,  it  would  be 
unneceflary  to  dwell  upon  ;  fuch 
as  fnow-drowned  lields,  obftrutled 
roads,  ftoppage  of  handicraft  la- 
bour ;  and  their  natural  confe- 
quences  ;  and  perhaps,  confidering 
the  humanity  which  now  univer- 
fally  prevails,  it  might  be  equally 
unneceffary  to  enlarge  upon  the  re- 
lief afforded  by  thole  in  rich,  and 
even  eafy,  circumilances,  to  their 
buffering  brethren.  Their  Ma- 
jelHes  behaved  on  the  occafion 
with  their  ufual  benevolence;  as 
did  likewife  many  corporate  bodies 
and  individuals  ;  particularly  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  nobility 
and  gentry  throughout  England,  as 
well  on  their  eftates,  as  in  the 
places  of  their  refidence;  and,  to 
crown  all,  their  affiilance  was  given 
moilly  in  kind ;  that  is,  in  bread, 
broth  and  coals;  by  which  means, 
the  profligate  and  the  inconfiderate 
were,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevent- 
ed from  making  any  improper  ufe 
of  it. 

On  this  occafion  we  would  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  our  readers 
the  perufal  of  accounts  of  fome 
perfons  who  lived  a  long  time  in  a 
houfe  buried  by  a  Aide  of  fnow,  or 
valanza,  from  a  neighbouring fteep 
mountain,  which  he  may  find  in 
our  Firlt  Volume,  p.  2^7  ;  and  in 
our  Eighth,  p.  85  :  as  likewife  that 
of  an  article  relating  to  heat  and 
cold  ;  and  another,  concerning  the 
freftinefs  ofice-water  obtained  from 
falt-water;  both  in  the  fecond  part 
of  our  prefent  volume. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  following 
.  particulars  relating  to  the  great  froft 


in  1739  ^^^  '74^  °^^y  "°'  ^^  uner^- 
tertaining.  It  began  on  the  241^ 
day  of  December  ;  the  day  after 
it  was  very  fharp,  the  wind  blow- 
ing nor  h-eaft,  and  cor.tiouing  £b 
till  the  29th,  when  it  changed  a 
little  to  the  fouthward  of  the  ead, 
about  eaft.fouth-eait,  and  blew 
hard  ;  the  cold  vyas  then  very  ij^- 
vere;  water  thrown  up,  fell  dowa 
in  ice  ;  and  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  fell  to  25  degrees  be- 
low the  freezing  point.  On  tlje 
30th,  the  cold  Hill  increafing,  it 
fell  to  32,  which  was  lower  than 
ever  it  had  been  remembered  in 
England.  On  the  3 ill,  towards 
the  evening,  the  wind  being  much 
abated,  the  feverity  of  the  froll 
was  not  fo  great  ;  and  there  was 
fome  appearance  of  a  thaw  on  tho 
ift  and  2d  of  January  ;  but  oh  the 
3d,  in  the  evening,  the  froll  fet  in 
again,  with  greater  violence  thaa 
ever ;  and  on  the  4th,  in  the  moro- 
ing,  the  mercury  fell  one  degree 
lower  than  it  had  been  before, 
when  there  was  an  uncommon 
great  hoar,  and  the  air  was  fo  (harp 
and  penetrating,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  for  Itrong  perfons  to  endure 
the  cold  ;  and  vegetables  in  gene- 
ral fuffered  prodigioully. 

The  river  Stour,  which  «  » 
runs  through  Canterbury, 
was  fo  fwelled  by  the  heavy  rains 
that  fell  for  three  preceding  day^, 
that  the  ftreets  contiguous  to  the 
river  v/ere  one  continued  torrent, 
and  mod  of  the  houfes  filled  to  the 
heightof  four  feet.  Nothing  could 
equal  thedillrefs  and  confuhon  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  deluge,  but  the 
readinefs  of  the  inhabitants  whom 
it  did  not  atfed,  particularly  the 
two  members,  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  fufFerers, 

A  young  fellow  was  Ihot  dead  in 

attempting    to  rob  the    Norwich 

[Hj  3  coach. 
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toach,  near  Newmarket.  He  ap- 
peared trt  be  the  fon  of  an  inn- 
keeper, who  had  run  through  a 
coniiderable  fortune,  and  was  diu 
"Ven  to  nccelTity. 

About  one  this  morning,  a  wo- 
man  who  lived  in  that  part  of  Pa- 
ns,called  /^P«/^/j,where  the  courts 
of  juftice  are  kept,  having  the  mif- 
fortune  to  fall  afleep,  with  a  chauf- 
frette,  or  fmall  pot  with  charcoal 
burning  in  it,  ufed  by  women  there 
to  keep  themfelves  warm  in  cold 
weather ;  the  fire  communicated 
itfelf  to  her  cloaths,  immediately 
ftified  her,  and  then  fpread  infen- 
fibly,  till  one  of  the  office- keepers, 
awakened  by  the  fmoke,  gave  the 
alarm  through  the  palace  ; — but 
too  late  for  himfelf,  for  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fire  became  now  fo  ra- 
pid, that  he  was  fwallowed  up  in 
the  flames.  It  then  caught  the  pri- 
fon  of  the  Conciergerie,  and  ex- 
tended itfelf  to  the  fhopkeepers 
hall ;  by  which,  there  being  a  com- 
munication from  the  great  chamber 
to  the  holy  chapel,  the  conflagra- 
tion became  general. 

Thefirft  objedl  of  attention  was 
to  remove  the  prifoners  into  places 
of  fafety  ;  but,  in  the  firft  moments 
of  terror,  fome  of  the  criminals 
had  addrefs  enough  toefcape.  The 
firemen,  th^  French  guards,  the 
city  guards,  horfeand  foot,  and  all 
the  orders  of  Mendicant  friars,  af- 
fembled  to  affift  in  extinguifhing 
the  flames  j  but,  notwithllanding 
all  their  endeavour^,  part  of  the 
Conciergerie  was  deftroyed,  and 
the  fire  caught  the  court  of  Aids. 
Many  of  the  public  offices  were 
burnt,  and  feveral  toy- (hops,  with 
all  their  flock,  entirely  confumed. 
A  Capuchin  friar,  and  another 
perfon,  were  Joft  by  the  fudden 
falling  of  a  great  beam.  This  fire 
^is  not  got  under  till  noon  ;  but 


time  enough  to  fave  the  firft  cham- 
ber of  the  court  of  Aids,  the  holy 
chapel,  the  treafury,  and  the  de- 
pofitory  of  the  regifters  of  parlia- 
ment, with  the  greateft  difficulty. 
The  king's  lofs,  on  this  occafion, 
was  computed  at  two  millions  of 
livres  ;  that  of  the  court  of  Aids  at 
two  hundred  thoufand  ;  and  that 
of  individuals,  at  much  about  the 
fame  fum.  His  majefty  fent  the 
private  fufferers  a  thoufand  loui« 
d'ors  ;  the  queen,  two  hundred; 
and  many  of  the  richer  inhabitants 
of  Paris  contributed,  likewife,  very 
liberally  to  their  relief. 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  his  Majefty  reviewed, 
on  Clapham  Common,  the  firft  and 
fecond  battalions  of  foot,  lately  ar- 
rived from  Gibraltar;  after  which 
they  were  ordered  to  prepare  im- 
mediately to  embark  for  America. 

Came  on  at  St.  Margaret's  Hiil, 
Southwark,  the  trial  of  the  prin- 
cipal rioter  at  a  riot  at  Vauxhall, 
on  the  lafl:  night  of  the  lall  feafon, 
when,  after  a  trial  of  feven  hours, 
he  was  fined,  and  obliged  to  give 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
two  years.  The  fine  was  paid  ia 
court. 

Thisnight  the  wind  blew  , 

fo  hard   at    eaft,    that   the     ^ 
tide  ran  up  the  river  at  the  rate  of 
fix  miles  an  hour ;  and  feveral  vef- 
fels  were  driven   from  their  moor- 
ings by  its  violence. 

At  about  three   o'clock  , 

in  the  afternoon,  her  Royal  ^ 
Highnefs  the  Duchefs  of  Glou- 
cefter  was  fafely  delivered  of  a 
prince,  in  the  Teodole  palace  at 
Rome  ;  their  Royal  Highneffes 
houfiiold  and  fome  Englifli  gentle- 
men were  prefent,  as  witnefi^s  to 
telHfy  the  event ;  and  on  Monday 
the  1 2th  of  February,  the  new. 
born  prince  wa«  baptized  by  the 

Rev. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Salter,  and  called  Wil- 
liam Frederick,  in  the  prefence  of 
all  the  Englifh  gentlemen  then  at 
Rome.  The  Duke  and  Duchefs  of 
Saxe-Gotba,  and  the  Margrave  of 
Anfpach  being  fponfors. 

About  the  fame  lime,  Archangelo 
Cafellptti,bookfeller,who  had  leave 
from  the  Duke  to  infcribe  to  him 
fome  dramatic  pieces,  was  banilhed 
that  capital,  for  having  omitted  the 
title  of  Royal,  after  that  of  High- 
nefs,  at  the  head  of  the  dedication. 

There  was  an  execution  at  Ty- 
burn ;  and  another  on  the  I7lh  ; 
for  the  particulars  of  which  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  readers  to  our  lall 
volume,  as  belonging  to  our  ac- 
count of  the  laft  Old  Bailey  feilions, 
held  in  the  year  1775. 

Ended  the  feffions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  which  began  on  the  loih, 
when  five  prifoners,  capitally  con- 
victed, received  fentence  of  death, 
viz.  two  for  highway  robbery  ; 
one  for  a  ftreet  robbery  ;  one  for 
houfebreaking ;  one  for  a  bur- 
glary ;  and  two  for  coining.  The 
two  laft  moved  in  arreft  of  judg- 
ment; one  of  the  highv^ay  robbers 
was  executed  the  19th  of  February  ; 
and  the  reft  were  refpited. 


19th. 


It  appears,  by  letters  of 


this  date,  from  Naples,  that 
Mount  Vefuvius  had  at  laft,  after 
threatening  an  eruption  for  fome 
time,  adually  burft  an  opening 
about  half  way  up,  from  which  the 
lava  ran  at  firft  towards  Atrio  del 
Cavallo,  and  then  towards  Qtta- 
jama,  but  fo  gently  as  not  to  do 
the  country  any  great  damage. 

20th  ^^    ^    P'^"*     intitled, 

**  The  ancient  Teftimony 
and  Principles  of  the  People  called 
Quakers,  with  refped  to  King  and 
Government  ;  and  touching  the 
CofnpiQtions  now  prevailing  in 
ihcfe^Penfylvania  andNew- Jerfcy) 


and  other  Parts  of  America,"  ad* 
drefTed  to  the  people  in  general, 
and  dated  at  Philadelphia  this  day, 
that  refpeftable  part  of  the  com- 
munity profefs  their  juft  and  ne- 
ceflary  fubordination  to  the  king, 
and  thofe  who  are  lawfully  placed 
in  authority  under  him,  that  they 
may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
life,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honcfty, 
under  the  government  which  ha§ 
been  fetover  them  by  God,  whofe 
peculiar  prerogative, they  fay,  it  is, 
for  caufes  beft  known  to  himfelf, 
to  fet  up  and  put  down  kings  and 
governments. 

Mr.    Dunning    having  , 

moved  the  court  of  King's-  ^^  * 
Bench  to  make  abfolute  a  rule 
for  a  mandamus,  to  replace  in  his 
office  the  clerk  of  the  parifh  of 
Hampftead,  who  had  been  dif- 
charged  by  the  reftor,  as  having 
z£ied  indecently,  in  giving  a  kifs 
to  a  bride,  to  whom  he  had  ftood 
father,  as  foon  as  the  ceremony 
was  over,  the  court  declared  the 
clerk,  after  appointment,  a  fer- 
vant  to  the  parifh,  and  not  dif. 
chargeable  at  the  pleafure  of  rec- 
tor or  curate,  the  ofHce  being  of  a 
temporal,  not  an  ecclefiaUical  na- 
ture ;  and  made  the  rule  abfolute. 

The  following  hand-bill  , 

was  delivered  to  the  mem-  ^5  • 
bers  of  both  houfes  of  parliament : 

*<  To  the  parliament :  A  fuf- 
fering and  afflicted  people  moft  hum- 
bly and  folemnly  befeech  and  im- 
plore every  member  of  parliament 
to  put  a  fpeedy  ftop  to  the  further 
efFufion  of  the  blood  of  our  Ameri- 
can brethren  ;  that  peace  and  tran- 
quillity may  be  reflored  to  the  royal 
breaft,  and  glory,  commerce,  and 
felicity  to  the  whole  empire.** 

A  caufe  of  an  extraordinary  na- 
ture came  on  in  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery,  upon  a  bill  brought  by  an 

[H]  3  apothecary 
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apothecary  at  Bath,  agalnft  a  gen- 
tleman of  Huntingdonfhire,  for 
the  recovery  of  lool.  lent  to  the 
gentleman's  wife.  The  merits 
were  briefly  as  follows  ;  The  de- 
fendant, in  pofleffion  of  about 
4000  1.  per  annum,  married  a  lady 
in  1757,  who  brought  him  20,cool. 
In  the  year  1769,  being  in  a  very  ill 
ilate  of  health,  ihe  was  advifed  by 
her  phyficians  to  go  to  Bath.  The 
defendant  fhewed  much  reluctance, 
raifed  feveral  objedions  to  her  go- 
ing, andfeemed  likewife  not  much 
pleafed  with  her  being  obliged  to 
ufe  his  new  chaife  ;  but  at  length 
he  confented,  gave  her  fifty 
pounds  to  defray  the  expences  ; 
and  afterwards  remitted  her  more 
money,  but  in  very  fmall  fums,  the 
greateft  remittance  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds  ;  fo  that  the  lady, 
notwithltanding  the  mod  frugal 
manner  of  living,   was  obliged  to 

exceed  her  allowance,  and  borrow 

lool.  of  the  plaintiff,  to  clear  her 

bills  before  fhe  could  leave  Bath, 

giving  him  a  draft  for  the  fame 

upon  her  hufband.  The  only  ex- 
travagant article  which   appeared 

againft  her,  was  half  a  guinea  for 

fome  mofs  rofes.     In  the  fummer 

after  her  return   fhe  grew  worfe, 

and  died.  The  plaintiff  then  ap- 
plied to  the  defendant  in  town,  for 

payment,  but  was  told  to  feek  his 

remedy  at  law,  the  defendant  be- 
ing determined  (without  compul- 

fion)  not  to  pay  a  ihilling.     But, 

upon  hearing  counfelon  both  fides, 

the  court  decreed  payment  of  the 

money  with  full  cofts  of  fuit. 

f  A  late  paftoral  letter  from 

°    '    the  fynod  of  New-York  and 

Philadelphia,  to  the  congregations 

throughout  America,  was  delivered 

at  the  doors  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords 

and  Commons, 


A  placart  was  publifhed  at  Co- 
penhagen, dated  the  15th  inftant, 
excluding  all  foreigners  from  em- 
ployments In  the  Danifh  domi- 
nions, except  thofe  who  were  or 
fhould  be  naturalized. 

The  Pope  lately  granted  « 
to  the  whole  chriflian  world,  ' 
an  univerfal  jubilee,  which  is  to 
laft  fix  months,  to  be  computed, 
in  the  different  countries,  from  the 
day  of  the  publication  of  the  bull 
in  them  ;  and  to  extend  to  thofe 
who  had  already  obtained  the  in- 
dulgencies  in  Rome  during  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  year. 

The  following  extraordinary  af- 
fair lately  happened  at  Lifbon. 
A  poor  widow  came  feveral  times 
into  the  antichamber  of  the  court, 
and,  though  frequently  ordered 
to  retire,  conftantly  returned  the 
next  day,  faying,  fhe  muft  fpeak  to 
the  king.  At  length  it  happened, 
that  feeing  his  majefty  pafs  by, 
flie  immediately  advanced  towards 
him,  prefented  him  with  a  cafket, 
and  fpoke  to  him  as  follows :  **Sire, 
behold  what  I  have  difcovered 
among  the  rubbifli  of  fome  of  the 
buildings  ruined  by  the  great 
earthquake  in  1755.  I  am  a  poor 
widow,  and  have  fix  children. 
That  cafket  would  relieve  me  from 
my  prefent  diftrefTes,  but  I  prefer 
my  honour,  with  a  good  con- 
fcience,  to  all  the  treafures  in  the 
world.  I  deliver  this  to  your  ma- 
jefty, as  the  moft  proper  perfon 
to  reftore  it  to  its  lawful  pofTefTor, 
and  to  reward  me  for  the  dif- 
covery.** — The  king  immediately 
ordered  the  cafket  to  be  opened, 
and  was  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of 
the  jewels  which  it  contained  ; 
after  which,  fpeaking  highly  in 
praife  of  the  widow's  honefty  and 
difmtereftednefs,  he  aiTured  her  of 
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his  prote€lioti,  and  immediately  or- 
dered her  20,000  piaftres  [3s.  yd. 
each].  His  majeily  farther  ordered, 
that  proper  enquiry  fhould  be  made 
after  the  real  proprietor  ;  and,  if  it 
fhould  prove  fruitjefs,  that  the 
jewels  fnouldbe  fold,  and  the  pro- 
duce appropriated  to  the  ufcof  the 
widow  and  her  children. 

A  new  print  of  M.  de  Voltaire 
has  lately  been  publirtied  at  Paris, 
with  the  following  lines  under  it, 
written  by  M.  Dorat ; 


FEBRUARY. 


I  ft. 


II 


Siecle    expirer   chez 
il  ceignit  la 


vit  le  dernier 

Ninon, 
De  Virgile  a  trente  Ans 

Couronne, 
Des  Lauriers  de  Sophocle  il  oraa  fon 

Automne, 
II  pare  fon  Hiver  des  Fleurs  d'Ana- 

creon. 

Died,  the  15th  inftant,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Willis,  who  had  been 
married  to  four  hufbands,  and  had 
feventeen  children,  aged  105  years, 
in  Beech  Lane, 

The  1 6th,  Mr.  Thomas  Weflon, 
the  celebrated  comedian  of  Drury- 
Lane  Theatre. 

Mary  Coon,  aged  112  years,  at 
Weftborough,  in  Ireland. 

The  1 8th  Mr.  John  Leach,  a 
mafter  builder,  in  the  io6th  year 
of  his  age.  He  retained  his  me- 
mory to  the   lalh 

Not  many  years  ago  there  died, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Felliniog, 
in  Merionethlhire,  Wales,  as  ap- 
pears by  Lord  Lyttelton's  works, 
an  honcft  Welch  farmer,  who  was 
105  years  of  age  :  by  his  firft  wifehe 
had  30  children  ;  by  his  fecond  10; 
by  his  third  45  and  by  two  concu- 
bines 7.  His  younged  fon  was  81 
years  younger  than  his  eldeft,  and 
Soo  perfons,  defcended  from  his 
body,  attended  his  funeral. 


A   proclamation  having 
been  this  day  ilTued  by  the 
Lord-Lieuienantof  Ireland,  laying 
an  embargo,  for  an  unlimited  time, 
on  all  provifions  of  whatever  kind, 
except  to   Great-Britain,  and  the 
Britifh  dominions  not  in  rebellion, 
to  which  faked  beef,  pork,  bacon, 
and    butter  may  be   fent   by  per- 
mifiion  of  an  Englifti   aft  of  par- 
liament;  George  Ogle,  Efq;  pur;- 
fuant  to  a  promife  made  by  him  ia 
the  Houfeof  CommiDns  in  Ireland, 
where  the  force  of  fuch   a  procla- 
mation  was  warmly  debated,  foon 
after  pafled  an  entry  in  the  cuftom- 
houfe  of  Dublin  for  three  hundred 
barrels  of  beef,  to  be  (hipped  forth- 
with in  aveffel  then  in  the  river  of 
that  city,  bound  for  Bourdeaux. 
A  clergyman,  who  this  af-        , 
ternoon  preached  a  charity     ^ 
fermon   at  a  church  in   the  city, 
during  his  difcourfe,  pulled  out  of 
his  pocket  a  news  paper,  and  read 
out  of  it  the  following  paragraph, 
viz.     *   On    Sunday  the    i8th    of 
January,  two    ponies  ran,  on  the 
Uxbridge  road,  20  miles   for  2p 
guineas,  and  one  gained  it  by  about 
half  a  head  ;  both   ponies  ridden 
by   their  owners.*     Alfo    another 
paragraph  of  the  like  kind,  of  a 
raceon  the  Rumfordroad  on  a  Sun- 
day.    He  made    an    apology   for 
reading  part  of  a  news  paper  in  the 
pulpit,  faid  he  believed  it  was  the 
firft  inftance  of  the  kind,  and  he 
fincerely  wilhed    that   there   never 
might  be occafion  for  the  like  again. 
He  then  pointed    out  the  heinous 
fin  of  Sabbath  breaking,  and  what 
a  fcandal  it  was  that  fuch  aftions 
ihould   be  praftifed  in  a  chriftian 
country  by  men  of  property,  who 
t^  4  ought 
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ought  to  Cct  a  good  example  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  ;  and  pafs  un- 
noticed by  thofe  who  had  authority 
to  punifh  the  ofFfnders  ;  he  added, 
that  fuch  wickednefs  would  have 
been  feverely  punifhed  by  Maho- 
metans ;  how  much  more  ought  it 
to  be.  by  chrillian  magiftrates  ! 

Came  on  in    the  court  of 


5th. 


King's-Bench,   before    the 


Right  Hon.  Lord  Mansfield,  the 
trial  of  Benjamin  Cholfey,  for  wil- 
ful and  corrupt  perjury  upon  the 
trial  of  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Beckford  and  Mr.  Calthorp, 
xefpecling  the  Hindon  eledion. 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  his  charge, 
remarked,  that  on  one  or  other 
fide  the  moft  impious  and  auda- 
cious perjury  had  been  committed. 
His  Lordfhip,  however,  left  the 
jury  intirely  to  their  own  opinions, 
who,  after  withdrawing  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  brought  the 
defendant  in  guilty. 
J.  ,  Sir    Robert    Ainflie,    ap. 

pointed  ambaffador  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  took  leave  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  received  his  laft  inftruc- 
tions. 

,  Was  decided  in  the  court 

*  of  Common  Pleas,  the  long 
contefted  caufe,  wherein  Mr,  Ra- 
fael, an  Armenian  merchant,  late 
of  the  province  of  Owd,  in  the 
Eart-Indies,  was  plaintiff,  and 
Harry  Verelft,  Efq;  late  Governor 
of  Bengal,  was  defendant.  The 
aftion  was  brought  for  the  defen- 
dant's afTaulting  and  imprifoning 
the  plaintiff  in  the,  Ealt-Indics. 
Upon  the  trial  of  the  caufe  at 
Guildhall  in  the  fittings  after  laft 
term,  before  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Chief-jultice  De  Grey,  the  Jury 
found  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiff; 
but,  as  objfdions  were  railed  by  the 
counfel  for   the  defendant,  that  in 


point  of  law  (under  the  particular 
circumfta.nces  of  the  cafe)  theaftion 
would  not  lie  in  our  courts  of  law 
at  Weftminller  againlt  him,  the 
jury  found  a  fpecial  verdid,  re- 
ferving  the  point  of  law  for  the 
determination  of  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas;  and,  in  cafe  the  court 
fhould  be  of  opinion  that  the  adion 
was  maintainable,  they  gave  the 
plaintiff  4000".  damages.  The 
cafe  was  argued  on  the  g^h  inftant 
in  the  court  of  Commons  Pleas  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  for  the  plain- 
tiff, and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant;  and  this 
day  the  judges  delivered  their  opi- 
nions, in  which  they  were  unani- 
mous, that  the  aftion  was  well 
fuftained,  and  of  courfe  decreed 
the  defendant  the  4000I.  damages, 
and  colts  of  fuit. 

At  a  general  court  of  the         , 
Turkey,     company.     Lord      ^ 
North    was     unanimoufly    chofen 
governor,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Radnor. 

Came  on   in  the  court  of 


King's  bench,  before  Lord 


19th. 


Mansfield  and-ji  fpecial  jury  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  a  caufe  where- 
in John  Potter  Harris,  Efq;  of  Bag- 
hurll,  was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev. 
John  Craven,  of  Barton-Court, 
Berkfhire,  defendant,  for  criminal 
converfation  with  the  plaintiff's 
wife;  when  the  jury,  after  going 
out  of  court  a  fhort  time,  brought 
in  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
3000I.  damages,  and  colls  of  fuit. 

A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  , 

court  .  of  King's-bench, 
Weftminfter,  before  Lord  Mans- 
field and  a  fpecial  jury,  wherein 
Mr.  Towfey  of  Clement's-Inn. 
wasplaintifF,  andagentlemanof  the 
county  of  Worcefter,  defendant. 
The  caufe  was  brought  by  indict- 
ment 
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mcnt  againft  the  faid  gentleman 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  on  a 
late  occafion.  After  a  hearing  of 
rear  feven  hours,  the  judge  hum- 
med up  the  evidence,  and  gave 
his  charge  to  the  jury,  who  with- 
drew, and  in  half  an  hour  returned 
and  delivered  their  verdift,  find- 
ing the  defendant  guilty  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury.  He  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  firft 
day  of  next  term,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive fentence.  Great  numbers  of 
perfons  of  diftinftion,  and  feveral 
members  of  the  lower  aflfembly,  ap- 
peared in  behalf  of  the  prifoner. 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  JanfTen 
having  fignified,  the  4th  inftant, 
his  intention  to  refign  the  office  of 
Chamberlain,  on  account  of  his 
bad  (late  of  health,  the  election  of 
a  proper  perfon  to  fucceed  him 
came  on  this  day  at  Guildhall  ; 
the  candidates,  Mr,  Wilkes,  and 
Mr.  Hopkins,  alderman  of  Broad- 
ftreet  Ward ;  when  the  Ihew  of 
hands  appearing  in  favour  of  the 
former,  he  was  declared  duly  elec- 
ted. But  Mr.  Hopkins,  not  con- 
tent with  this  decifion,  demanded  a 
poll  ;  which  being  granted,  the 
number  of  votes  at  the  conclofion 
of  it  on  the  26th  appeared  as  fol- 
lows. 

For  Mr.  Hopkins     -     2887 
Mr.  Wilkes     -      2710 

Majority  for  Mr.  Hop- 
kins    -     -     -     -         177 
upon  which  Mr.  Hopkins  was  de- 
clared Chamberlain. 

The  total  number  of  pollers 
at  this  eledion  was  5597,  which 
is  1049  lefs  than  at  the  contefted 
cledtion  for  the  fame  office,  be- 
tween Bofworth  and  Selwyn. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  thofe 
gtntlemen  who  have  been  Cham- 


berlains from  the  Revolution  to  th« 
prefent  year.  Upon  an  average 
each  enjoyed  the  office  nine  years. 

1688  Sir  Peter  Rich. 

1689  Sir  Leonard  Robinfon, 
1696  Sir  Thomas  Cuddon. 
1702  Sir  William  Fazakerley. 
1718  Sir  George  Ludlam. 
1727  Samuel  Robinfon,  Efq; 
1734  Sir  John  Bofworth. 
1751   Sir  Thomas  Harrifon. 
1765  Sir  Steph.  Theo.  Janflen, 

Bart. 

1776  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
at  the  general  eleftionin  1761,  the 
number  of  the  livery  who  then 
voted,  amounted  to  51797.  At 
the  general  election  in  1768,  the 
number  amounted  to  5,697.  And 
at  the  prefent  eleflion  for  Cham- 
berlain, the  amount  is  5,597;  fo 
that  in  the  three  eleftions  here  al- 
luded to,  there  has  been  a  regular 
and  gradual  decreafe  of  one  hun- 
dred  pollers. 

When  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been 
declared  duly  elefted,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
in  an  harangue,  in  which  he  paid 
hif  ufual  compliments  to  corrupt- 
ing minifters,  and  the  directors  of 
the  Bank,  as  having  interfered  on 
the  occafion,  &c.  ^c.  and  accufed 
the  latter  with  having  lent  govern- 
ment eight  millions  of  money, 
without  the  confent  of  the  pro- 
prietary, invited  the  livery  to  meet 
him  on  the  fame  fpot,  the  Mid- 
fummer-day  following,  to  afTert  the 
rights  of  a  free  eleftion,  as  well  as 
their  own  dignity  and  importance. 
This  challenge  was  anfwered  in 
another  fpeech  by  Mr.  Hopkins: 
upon  which  the  friends  of  both  fub- 
fcribed  towards  the  expence  of  the 
conteft.  Alderman  Bull  fubfcribed 
one  hundred  pounds  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Wilkes  ;  and    twelve   Aldcr- 

mea 
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men  fubfcribed  fifty  pounds  each 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  Before 
this  elef^ion  came  on,  a  court  of 
common-council  refolved,  that 
every  future  chamberlain,  (hould 
give  40,ocol.  fecurity  for  the 
faithful  difcharge  cf  his  office ; 
and  voted  Sir  Stephen  Theodore 
Janffen  the  thanks  of  the  city  for 
his  paft  fervices. 

«  His  ExceHency  the  Count 
'^  *  de  Guines,  the  French  am- 
baffador,  having  received  his  let- 
ters of  recal,  took  leave  of  his  rna- 
jefty,  leaving  M.  Gamier  charge 
des  affaires  till  another  atnbaiTador 
arrives. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  four  convi6ls  receiv- 
ed fentence  of  death,  two  of  whom 
fufFered  on  the  i^th  of  April ;  viz. 
one  for  a  highway  robbery  ;  and 
the  other  for  houfe-breaking. 

,  By  a  letter  of  this  date 

'^  •  from  York,  it  appears,  that 
counterfeit  guineas  of  the  date  1775 
were  now  in  circulation,  and  fo 
well  executed  that  it  was  difficult 
to  dillinguilh  them  from  the  real 
ones.  On  comparing  -them  with 
the  latter  they  will  be  found  rather 
larger,  paler,  and  thinner,  and 
defeftive  in  the  milling.  In  the 
counterfeits  there  is  not  the  hollow 
between  the  forehead  and  the  nofe 
difcoverablein  the  realones.  In  air 
ihey  weigh  6d,  above  the  llandard, 
and  only  14s.  in  water. 
,  ,  A  defperate  attempt  was 

*  made  by  the  felons  in 
Maidftone  gaol  to  efcape,  but  was 
happily  defeated  by  the  vigilance 
and  refolution  of  the  keeper. 
It  being  the  day  for  carrying 
fome  convifts  on  board  a  tranfport, 
the  felons  concluded  the  keeper 
himfelf  would  go  with  them  as 
ufual,  and  that  confequently  they 
IhoDld  have  only  the  turnkey,  or 


fome  fervantof  the  keeper's  to  en- 
counter with ;  but  the  keeper 
having  reafon  to  fufpe<^  fome 
fchemes  were  on  foot,  prudently 
ftaid  at  home,  fending  his  turnkey 
with  proper  affillants  to  put  the 
tranfports  on  board,  Betweea 
four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  juft 
before  the  time  of  locking  all  up, 
twenty-four  of  the  moft  daring  of 
the  felons,  having  found  means  to 
get  ofi^"  their  irons,  luddenly  feized 
and  fecured  two  of  the  keeper'i 
men,  and  with  knives  at  their 
breafts  fwore  they  would  murder 
them  if  they  did  not  let  them  out, 
and  attempted  immediately  tomake 
towards  the  Fore-Gate,  but  could 
not  reach  it  before  the  keeper  had 
caught  the  alarm  and  appeared 
with  a  blunderbufs,  which  pre- 
vented them  on  that  fide.  They 
then  changed  their  attack,  and  en- 
deavoured to  make  way  through 
the  keeper's  apartments,  fwearing 
they  were  determined  to  get  out 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  Here  the 
keeper  expoftulated  with  them 
again  and  again,  defiring  them  to 
dcfift,  and  retire  peaceably  ;  but 
all  to  no  purpofe  ;  they  Itill  fwear* 
ing  they  would  one  and  all  efcape, 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  The  keeper 
was  now  under  the  neceffity  of 
threatening  to  fire  upon  them,  if 
they  did  not  retire,  and,  on  their 
not  retiring,  fired  accordingly  a 
blunderbufs  loaded  with  fmall  ffiot 
amongft  them,  and  wounded  three 
or  four  of  the  moO  daring  (who  were 
charged  with  highway  robberies) 
in  the  legs.  Whereupon  finding, 
that  the  keeper  was  as  refolute  as 
themfelves,  and  that  he  had  alfo 
now  good  affiftance,  they  began  to 
retreat,  and  were  foon  maftered 
and  properly  fecured  without  far- 
ther mifchief.  To  the  honour  of 
the  poor  debtors,  they  did  not  join 

wit^ 
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with   the  felons  in  this  dcfperate 
attempt. 

A  committee  of  Weft-India  plan- 
ters and  merchants,  having  lately 
attended  Lord  George  Germaine 
and  Lord  North,  and  given  each 
a  feparate  memorial,  requefting, 
in  confequence  of  their  lordfhips' 
inclinations,  publicly  declared  to 
aflift  and  relieve  the  fugar  colonies, 
that  the  diflillatipn  of  grain  ihould 
be  ftopt,  and  the  duties  on  rum 
lefTened,  with  a  view  of  increafing 
the  confumption  of  that  article, 
and  thereby  enabling  the  memo- 
rialifts  to  fupply  themfelves  with 
lamber,  now,  on  account  of  the 
troubles  in  America,  rifen  to  a 
moft  exorbitant  price,  each  of  their 
lordlhips  delivered  a  verbal  an- 
fwer,  amounting  in  the  whole,  that 
the  propofitions  cannot  at  prefent 
be  complied  with.  Probably  fuch 
compliance  might  be  looked  upon 
as  interfering  too  much  with  the 
hufbandry  of  the  mother  country. 
,  About  eleven  o'clock, 

7  '  while  the  piquet-guard 
wasofFduty,  a  terrible  mutiny  hap- 
pened among  the  tranfports  and 
recruits  confined  in  the  Savoy  gaol, 
when  near  forty  found  means  to 
efcape,  by  breaking  through  a  back 
window  near  the  water-lide,  and 
getting  over  the  wall,  the  tide  being 
down,  to  the  craft  on  the  river.  A 
foldier  was  now  ordered  to  bid 
them  Hop;  and,  on  their  refufal, 
to  fire.  The  orders  were  obeyed, 
and  on  his  killing  the  laftof  them, 
the  reft  were  fecured. 

Lord  Vifcount  Pitt,  (fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Chatham)  lately  refigned 
his  commiflion  as  enlign  in  the  47th 
regiment,  now  at  Bofton.  his  lord- 
ftiip  being  determined  not  to  ferve 
in  the  prefent  war  between  the 
mother  country  and  her  colonies. 


Two  Indian  chiefs,  who       g  , 
lately  arrived  in  town  from 
Canada,   were   introduced   to    his 
Majefty    at    St.  James's   by    Col, 
Johnfon,    and    gracioufly    receiv- 
ed. 

An  oak-tree  lately  cut  through 
on  the  eftate  of  Dennis  Rolle,  Elq; 
near  Great  Torrington,  in  Devon- 
ftiire,  meafured  in  the  body  thir- 
teen feet  fix  inches  diameter:  two 
couple  danced  a  country-dance  on 
the  furface,  the  fidler  ftanding  in 
a  corner. 

Died,  the  6th  inftant,  the  Rev, 
Evan  Lloyd,  A.  M,  Vicar  of  Lan- 
fair,  near  Ruthim,  Denbighftiire,  . 
and    author   of  feveral  ingenious 
poetical  pieces. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ziegenhagen,  up- 
wards of  53  years  chaplain  of  his 
Majefty's  German  chapel  at  St. 
James's. 

The  19th,  Mrs,  Ellifon.in  Weft. 
gate,  Newcaftle,  poffefTed  of  a  for- 
tune of  i8i,ocol. 

The  2 1  ft,  Mr,  Mo  vat,  furgeon, 
at  Langholm  in  the  fhire  of  Dum- 
fries, aged  136. 

The  2 2d,  Mr.  Jofeph  Collyer, 
tranflator  of  the  Mefllah  and  Noah 
from  the  German,  and  author  of 
feveral  ufeful  works,  in  Barns-row,  * 
Iflington. 

Mr.  William  Horfley,  aged  75, 
author  of  the  Periodical  Letter^ 
entitled  The  Fool. 

Mr,  Livingftone,  one  of  tWe 
heads  of  the  Congrefs  at  New- 
York,  and  father-in-law  to  the  late 
General  Montgomery. 

John  Manners,  commonly  called 
My  Lord  Manners,  at  Dryfield,  in 
the  Eaft-Riding  of  the  county  of 
York.  ^ 

David  Brian,  of  Tinncrane,  in 
Irelandj  aged  117. 

MARCH. 
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MARCH. 

^  Being   St.  David's   day, 

^*^*  the  tutelar  Saint  of  Wales, 
the  ftewardb  of  the  fociety  of  An- 
cient Britons  waited  on  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to 
compliment  him  on  the  occafion; 
when  he  was  pleafed  to  make  them 
a  prefent  of  loo  guineas  towards 
the  fupport  of  that  ufeful  charity, 
for  the  education  of  poor  friencicfs 
Welch  children,  in  London  :  and 
the  fum  of  464I.  los.  zd.  was  col- 
levied  for  the  fame  laudable  pur- 
pofe,  at  their  yearly  dinner. 

A  peace  between  the  Eaft-India 
company  and  the  Marattoes,  on 
very  advantageous  terms  to  the 
former,  was  figned  at  Loonan,  and 
proclaimed  at  Bombay  the  12th 
following. 

,  Came  on  in  the  court  of 
^  '  King's-bench  at  Guildhall, 
before  Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  caufe  relative  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Hart  fome  time  ago  to 
the  aldermanihip  of  Bridge  Ward, 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Stephenfon,  when  the  jury,  after 
withdrawing  for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  brought  in  a  verdift,  that 
Mr.  Hart  was  dulyelefted. 

About  nine  at  night,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  warehoufe  of  MefT.  Cox 
and  Bigg,  printers,  in  the  Savoy, 
jpft  after  the  journeymen  had  left 
the  office.  And  notwithftanding 
every  poflible  effort  to  ftop  its  pro- 
grefs,  the  warehoufe,  the  printing- 
office,  and  the  dwelling-houfes  of 
the  two  partners  were,  in  a  ihort 
time,  confumcd,  together  with  two 
warehoufes  iiiled  with  books  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Cadell,  and  Mr. 
Elmfly,  of  the  Sfand,  and  feveral 
contiguous  buildings.  It  was  with 
the  utmoll  difficulty  that  the  two 
German  chapels  were  faved. 


There  were  no  lefs  than  {evem 
parties,  from  fo  many  different 
ftates,  lately  recruiting  in  Ham. 
burgh.  The  Hanoverians  had  the 
grcuteft  fuccefs,  as  they  enliJied 
men  of  every  country,  provided 
they  were  fizcable,  and  not  too 
old  ;  and  gave  a  large  bounty. 

By  a  letter  from  Naples  of  , 
the  5th  inftant,  it  appears,  ^  * 
that  the  Free-Mafons  there,  con. 
tinuing  to  frequent  a  lodge  near 
Cape  Demonte,  notwlthllanding 
the  publication  of  on  edifl  which 
prohibited  them  from  holding  clan* 
deftine  affemblies ;  the  government 
being  informed  thereof,  caufed  the 
lodge  to  be  furrounded  this  day, 
and  all  who  were  there  to  be  ar- 
refted  and  put  in  prifon. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  , 

having  thought  proper  to  ^  ' 
addrefs  his  Majefty  relative  to 
cloathing  the  foreign  troops  in 
Britifh  pay,  with  the  maiiufaftures 
of  Great  Britain  ;  his  Majclly  was 
pleafed  to  anfwer,  that  being  al- 
ways defirous  to  give  every  encou- 
ragement in  his  power  to  the  ma- 
nufactures of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
ufe  his  endeavours,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  faid  addrefs. 

JuIl  after  two  men,  convided 
of  robbery,  in  Dublin,  and  or- 
dered for  execution,  had  received 
the  facrament  from  the  ordinary, 
who  in  the  molt  folemn  manner 
declared  their  innocence,  but  were 
about  to  be  pinioned,  prepara- 
tory to  their  execution,  two  other 
criminals,  confined  for  ftreet-rob- 
bery,  declared  themfelves  to  be' 
the  perfons  who  aftually  committed 
the  fad  f.r  which  thofe  innocent 
men  were  going  to  fuffer.  Upon 
this,  the  Sheriffs  waited  on  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  being  made  known  to  his 
Excellency^ 
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Excellency,  a  refpitc  wa»  immedi- 
ately granted. 

The  fuhjefts  for  the  prize  medals 
left  by  the  late  Sir  William  Browne, 
for  the  prefent  year,  are:  For  the 
Odes,  Bellum  Americanum,  For  the 
Epigrams,  Incji  fua  Gratia  Par'vis, 
The  Epigram  prize  medal  was 
not  difpofed  of  laft  year;  two 
therefore  wiirbe  given  the  prefent 
year,  if  any  Epigrams  appear  to 
deferve  them. 

The  two  gold  medals  given  an- 
nually by  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
Chancellor  of  the  Univcrfity  of 
Cambridge,  for  the  encouragement 
of  claflical  learning,  are  this  year 
adjudged  to  Mr.  ?6^itr,  A.  B.  of 
St.  John's  College, and  Mr.  Wake- 
field, A.  B.  of  Jefus  College. 

,  Mr.    Alderman     Oliver 

''  '  having  moved  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  refolution  of 
the  8th  of  May,  ordering  the  attor- 
|iey-general  to  profecute  Richard 
Beckford,  Efq  ;  for  employing  an 
agent  to  endeavour  to  bribe  and 
corrupt  certain  voters  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Hindon,  be  refcinded  ; 
he  was  warmly  fupported  by  Mr. 
Dunning,  and  oppofed  by  Sir 
George  Young  and  Mr.  George 
Grenville.  But,  the  queftion  be- 
ing at  length  put,  it  palTed  in  the 
■egative  without  adivifion. 

The  college  of  commerce  of  Swe- 
den has  fent  circular  letters  to  all 
the  miniftcrs  and  confuls  of  that 
kingdom  refiding  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, defiring  them  to  tranfmit  an 
«xnd  lift  of  all  the  Swedilh  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  ariifts,  who 
are  fettled  at  their  rcfpeftive  places, 
in  order  to  find  out  the  motives  that 
induced  them  to  quit  their  native 
country,  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
fuch  emigrations  for  the  future;  a 
thing,  which  it  is  improbable  they 
ibould  ever  be  able  to  iSedt,  till 


they  can  change  their  foil  and  cli- 
mate, and  have  reformed  their  con- 
ftitution. 

The  anniverfary  fermor\  . 

to  recommend  the  inilitu- 
tion  of  the  fociety  for  the  recovery 
of  drowned  perfons  was  preached 
at  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  by  Tir. 
l)odd,  to  a  very  numerous  congre- 
gation. Twelve  of  the  perfons 
wlio  had  been  recovered  througJi 
the  means  of  this  inftitution  at- 
tended, among  whom  was  an  el- 
derly man  who  had  been  fifty* 
five  minutes  under  water.  [The 
reader  will  find  a  full  account  of 
this  ufeful  inlli^lution,  and  the  pro- 
pereft  methods  to  recover  perfons 
in  fimilar  circumilancoi,  in  our  laft 
volume.]  I 

A  caufe  between  Alderman 
Newnham  and  the  churchwardens 
of  the  parifh  in  which  he  lives,  has 
been  lately  decided  in  favou>  of 
the  latter.  The  objed  of  litiga- 
tion was,  wliciher  Mr.  Newnham, 
as  an  alderman  of  the  city,  was 
compellable  to  ferve  the  office  of 
churchwarden,  to  which  he  had 
been  eleftcd,  but  refufed  to  ferve, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  he  was 
legally  exempted  from  the  duties 
ofitbyhis  magillerial  character-; 
and  the  court  of  aldermen  advifed 
him  to  try  the  point.  But  it  now 
appears,  that  no  gentleman,  bc- 
caufe  he  chufes  to  fill  an  employ- 
ment of  honour,  is  to  be  difcharged 
from  his  parochial  obligations, 
wherever  he  may  be  an  inhab;. 
tanr. 

One  day  laft  week,  s^s  one  Kin^- 
chey,  a  private  foldier  in  the 
guards,  who  flung  up  his  pay  in 
order  to  be  permitted  to  follow  hit 
own  bufinefs,  was  lamenting  his 
hard  fate  in  drawing  a  lot  to  go 
to  America^  and  being  thereby 
obliged  to  leave  his  wife  and  chil- 
5  ^xm 


126]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1776. 


dren  to  the  parifli ;  Henry  Francis, 
a  comrade  of  his,  who  happened 
to  be  Handing  by,  went  direttly, 
without  faying  any  thing  to  hitn, 
to  the  commanding  officer,  to 
whom  he  painted  the  poor  fellow's 
dillrefs  in  the  bell  manner  he  was 
able,  and  added,  that  as  he  him- 
felf  was  a  fingle  man,  and  free 
from  any  incumbrance,  he  was 
vcTy  willing  to  go  in  his  place. 
The  officer,  pleafed  with  the  man*s 
generofity  and  fpirit,  accepted  his 
offer,  lold  him  he  was  a  brave  fel- 
low, and,  giving  him  half  a  crown 
to  drink  his  majefty's  health,  pro- 
aifed  to  be  his  friend, 

,  Two  fhip   loads   of  da- 

'3  '  maged  oats,  that  had  been 
ipoiled  by  long  keeping,  were  fold 
at  the  Hermitage  for  4s.  6d.  per 
quarter.  On  this  occafion  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
by  an  aft  of  the  1 1  th  of  George  II. 
any  perfon  or  perfons  keeping  a 
quantity  of  grain  of  any  kind  on 
board  any  (hip,  veiTel,  lighter,  &c. 
on  the  river  Thames  beyond  the 
time  prefcribed  for  clearance  at 
the  cuftom-houfe,  (hall  forfeit  fiiip 
and  cargo  to  the  confervator  of  the 
faid  river. 

,  Meffrs.     Rumbold     and 

'^  •  Sykes,  the  late  fitting  mem- 
bers for  Hindon,  in  Wilts,  were 
found  guilty  of  bribery  at  the  laft 
cledion,  at  the  profecution  of  the 
attorney. general,  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

In  a  court  of  common-council,  a 
motion  being  made  and  carried  by 
a  great  majority,  **  that  the  thanks 
of  this  court  be  given  to  Dr.  PHce, 
for  his  excellent  pamphlet  on  civil 
liberty,  juft  publiflied ;  and  alfo, 
that  the  freedom  of  this  city  be 
prefented  to  him  in  a  gold  box  of  the 
value  of  50I.'*  both  were  foon  after 
done  :  when  the  doftor  wrote  Mr, 


Rix,  the  town  clerk,  the  following 
letter,  which    was   ordered    to   be 
entered  in  the  city  journals. 
'SIR, 

*  I  requeft  the  favour  of  you  to 
convey  to  the  lord-mayor,  the  al- 
dermen, and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common-council  ai- 
fembled,  my  warnielt  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  very  condefcending 
refolution  of  thanks,  with  which 
they  have  honoured  my  Obfer- 
vations  on  Civil  Liberty.  Thofe 
Obfervations  were  written  with  no 
other  intention,  than  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  liberty  and  juiUce,  and  to 
remind  this  country  of  the  dreadful 
danger  of  its  prefent  fituation  ;  the 
teftimony  of  approbation,  which 
they  have  received  from  a  body 
fo  rcfpeftable,  annually  elected  by 
the  firft  city  in  the  world,  an^d  lb 
diftinguifhed  for  giving  an  exam- 
ple of  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liber- 
ty, will,  it  may  be  hoped,  lead  the 
public  to  fix  their  views  more  on 
fuch  meafures  as  fhall  fave  a  fink- 
ing conilitution,  and  preferve  u$ 
from  impending  calamities. 

*  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  refpeit, 

♦  Your's,  &c. 
*  R1CHAX.D  Price.* 
A  proper  explanation  between 
the  Pope  and  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
which  had  till  now  retarded  the 
abolition  of  the  order  of  Jefuits  in 
the  Pruffian  dominions,  has  at 
length  taken  place,  the  court  of 
Berlin  having  made  the  following 
declaration.  '«  His  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty  would  by  no  means  renounce 
his  own  interell:,  but  combine  it 
with  that  of  the  Pope,  and  meant 
by  fuiFering  the  Jefuits  to  refide 
in  his  dominions,  not  to  permit  the 
exiilence  of  the  focicty,  but  the 
utility  of  its  members.  The  moft 
important  objed  of  a  fovereign, 
has  always  been  public  education. 

In 
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In  a  ftate  like  Pruffia,  where  there 
are  (o  many  different  feds  and  re- 
ligions, education  mull  be  various, 
and  the  inftrudion  of  a  million  and 
a  half  of  catholics,  which  are  in 
different  parts  of  Pruffia,  is  no 
fmall  concern.  This  agreed  to, 
and  the  fociety  abolifhed,  his  ma- 
jeity  will  not  abolifh  the  fundions 
they  filled,  which  were  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  youth  in  religion  and  the 
catholic  theology.  Thefe  are  the 
only  fundlions  which  his  majefly 
will  permit  them  to  continue, 
which  appears  evident  from  his 
declaration,  that  it  was  indifferent 
to  him  whether  they  changed  their 
name  of  Jefuits,  their  habits,  their 
vows,  and  all  their  interior  rules, 
if  their  fundions  were  left  them." 
,  The  king's  troops  eva- 

'7^^'    cuated  Boflon. 

A  gentleman  lately  deceafed  has 
left  the  University  of  Oxford,  one 
hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per  an- 
num, to  be  given  to  a  perfon  who 
Ihall  preach  eight  fermons  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  againfl  diffen- 
ters  or  heretics.  The  preacher  is 
not  to  receive  the  money  till  he  has 
delivered  a  copy  of  the  fermons  to 
the  head  of  each  houfe.  No  perfon 
can  be  appointed  twice,  nor  any 
perfon  who  is  not  at  leaft  A.  M, 
of  cither  of  the  Englilh  Univer- 
fities,  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 

,  Some  detachments  from 

'  *  the  three  regiments  of  foot 
guards  deiiined  for  America,  were 
reviewed  by  his  majefly,  accom- 
panied by  the  duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg.and  attended  by  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Northumberland,  and 
many  officers  and  other  perfons  of 
great  dillindlion,  as  alfo  one  of  the 
Indian  chiefs,  who  was  habited  in 
the  drefs  of  his  country,  over  an 
Englifh  fuit  of  clothes.  He  wore 
an  enfiga's  breail-plate ;  carried  a 


war  hatchet  in  his  hand,  and  his 
face  was  painted  as  with  flreaks  of 
blood.  Both  officers  and  men  gave 
great  fatisfadlion  on  the  occafion  ; 
both  wore  the  fame  uniform,  witi, 
their  hair  dreffed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, which  they  are  to  continue  to 
do  abroad,  that  they  may  not  be 
diftinguifhed  by  the  riflemen,  who 
aim  particularly  at  the  officers. 
Moreover,  the  men,  on  a  few  field 
days,  which  for  fome  time  con- 
ftantly  fucceeded  this  review,  prac- 
tifed  firing  at  a  target,  to  be  a  bet- 
ter match  for  the  riflemen. They  had 
felt  caps,  with  black  fea^thers,  prc» 
fented  them  before  their  departure. 

At  a  quarterly  general  , 
court  of  proprietors  of  India  ^®'"» 
Hock  at  their  houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  it  appeared  that  the  debt  to 
government  on  the  ift  inflant,  was 
reduced  from  1,400,000  I.  to 
420,000  I.  and  the  company  was 
otherwife  in  a  good  fituation. 

Mr.  Wilkes  moved  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  a  more  fair  and  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  after 
fome  very  jocular  treatment,  it 
pafTed  in  the  negative,  without  a 
divifion. 

The  Duke  of  Bridge-  ^ 
water's  canal  to  Liverpool  ^ 
was  compleated,  and  the  veffels 
went  through  it  to  Mancheller  the 
two  days  following  :  nay,  fome  of 
them  returned  to  Liverpool  the 
third.  To  make  thisjunftion,  a 
mile  was  compleatly  cut,  and  four 
capital  bridges  built,  between  the 
22d  of  January  and  the  22d  of 
March,  in  which  time  there  were 
twenty-one  days  hard  froft,  aud 
very  bad  weather.  So  fingular  a 
tranfadion  cannot  be  equalled. 

At  one  o'clock,  the  Lord-  , 

Mayor,  Aldermen  Halifax,     *^°' 
8  Crofby, 
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Croiby,  Oliver,  Townfcnd,  Bull 
and  Lee,  the  Sheriffs,  62  Com- 
mon-councilmcn,  the  Chamber- 
lain, and  other  city  officers,  went 
iVi  procefTion  from  Guildhall  to 
St.  James's,  and  after  being  joined 
by  the  Recorder  in  Pall-Mali,  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  and  petition  to 
his  majefly  ;  which  being  rather 
too  Jong  for  this  part  of  our  work, 
and  too  important  to  be  abridged, 
we  fhall  give  it,  with  his  majefty*s 
anfwer,  in  one  of  the  fubfequent 
parts, 

1  The   Continental    Con- 

*  grefs  ifTued  a  proclamation 
to  ini power  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies  under  them,  to  cruize  on 
the  (hips  of  their  enemies,  and  re- 
gulate the  diftwbution  of  the  prize 
money,  &c. 

t  The  following  bills  re- 

5  *  ceived  the  royal  aifent  by 
commiffion. 

The  bill  for  punifhing  mutiny 
and  defer tion,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  in  North- 
America.  ,    . 

Thebill  to  ^ifcontinue  the  duties 
payable  on  the  importation  of  tal- 
low, hog's-lard,  and  greafe,  for  a 
limited  time. 

The  bill  to  continue  an  aft  for 
laying  a  duty  of  two  pennies  Scots 
on  all  beer  and  ale  brewed  for  fale 
in  Dundee. 

The  bill  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mi- 
litia out  of  the  land-tax. 

The  bill  to  redify  miflakes  in 
the  names  of  the  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed to  execute  the  land-tax  act. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  majeily  to 
make  leafes,  copies,  and  grants  of 
offices,  lands,  &c.  in  Cornwall. 

Thebill  for  making  a  navigable 
cut  or  canal  from  or  near  Scour- 
bridge,  in  Worcerterfhire,  to  join 
the   StafTordfhire  and .  Worcclter- 


ftiire  canal,  at  or  near  Stourton,  ia 
StafFordfhire. 

The  bill  to  build  an  iron  bridge 
acrofs  the  river  Severn,  from  Ben- 
thallin,  Salop,  to  the  oppofite  Ibore 
at  Madeley  wood. 

The  bill  for  better  fecuring  a 
fund,  belonging  to  certain  perfons 
of  theTheatre- Royal,  Drury-Lanc, 
applicable  to  charitable  ufes.  Sec, 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  naturalization,  and  other  pri- 
vate bills. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  there 
fell  in  Lorraine  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  hail  and  rain,  that  in 
lefs  than  half  an  hour,  ninety-nine 
houfcs,  ^ompofing  the  lower  and 
principal  (Ireet  of  the  village  of 
Trcmont,  were  intirely  laid  under 
water,  and  filled  with  mud  and 
hail  ;  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
were  drowned,  or  buried  under 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes,  and  the 
reft,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred, 
muft  have  perilhed  with  hunger 
and  cold,  had  not  their  neighbours 
exerted  themfelves  in  giving  them 
afTiftance,  particularly  the  Abbeys 
of  Trois  Fontaines,  Jandeures,  and 
S.  Hoil,  and  the  regular  clergy, 
who  parted  with  their  cloaths  to 
them.  All  the  poultry  of  the  vil- 
lage, with  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  head  of  cattle,  which  formed 
the  riches  of  the  inhabitants,  were 
deflroyed,  and  the  territory  laid 
wafte. 

The  driver  of  a  hackney.  ^  , 
coach  was  brought  before 
the  Lord  Mayor  at  Guildhall  by 
two  Cuftom-Houfe  officers,  charg- 
ed with  having  two  dead  bodies 
in  his  coach.  The  officers  account 
of  the  matter  was  as  follows.  The 
day  before  about  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  they  were  going  over  Lon-i 
don-bridge,  they  obferved  a  coach 
driving  very  precipitately,  whick 
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gave  them  a  fufpicion  that  fome 
run  goods  were  concealed  therein  ; 
and  on  calling  to  the  coachman  to 
ftop,  he  drove  the  fafter;  on  which 
one  of  them  prefenting  a  piftol, 
and  threatening  to  fire  at  him,  two 
men  jumped  out  and  ran  away,  and 
the  coach  Hopped;  the  officers 
proceeded  to  examine  it  for  their 
fuppofed  prize,  but,  to  their  great 
aftonilhment,  they  found  the  body 
of  an  elderly  man  and  that  of  a  wo- 
man, quite  naked,  with  each  a  rope 
tied  round  its  neck,  put  into  two 
feparate  facks ;  there  were  three 
bruifes  about  the  body  of  the  man, 
and  neither  of  them  had  been  dead 
a  long  time. — The  coachman  faid, 
he  took  up  his  fare  in  Shoreditch, 
was  ordered  to  drive  to  St.  George's 
hofpital,  and  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  the  matter.  However, 
on  his  taking  the  bodies,  by  the 
lord  mayor's  order,  to  the  officers 
of  Shoreditch  parilh,  they  were 
found  to  be  thofe  of  two  paupers 
who  had  lately  died  in  their  work- 
houfe,  and  which  were  fuppofed 
to  have  been  ftolen  out  of  the  bu- 
rying-ground,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
furgeons;  a  thing  not  very  fur- 
priling,  confidering  the  carelefs 
manner  in  which  fuch  poor  people 
are  generally  buried  in  London,  as 
the  reader  may  fee  by  turning  to 
our  fecond  part,  p.  119. 

Four  days  after  the  remains  of 
more  than  one  hundred  dead  bodies 
were  difcovered  in  a  (hed  in  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  depofited  there  by  traders  to 
the  furgeons ;  of  whom  there  is  one, 
it  is  faid,  in  the  Borough,  who 
makes  open  profeffion  of  dealing 
in  dead  bodies,  and  is  well  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Refurreftionirt. 

The  tower  lUnding  in  the  centre 
ofthepariih  church  of  Bucking- 
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ham  fuddenly  fell  down,  and  Co 
much  damaged  the  reft  of  the 
building  that  the  whole  was  daily 
expedled  to  be  in  ruins. 

Some  time  ago,  a  citizen,  who 
had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  diftinftion 
of  a  common-councilman  of  one  of 
the  wards  of  this  city,  and  thea 
had  the  misfortune  to  fail,  and  be 
obliged  to  compound  with  his  cre- 
ditors, called  them  together,  to 
acquaint  them  he  had  embarked 
in  another  bufinefs,  in  which  it  had 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  his  honeft 
endeavours  with  fuccefs,  and  paid 
them  every  {hilling  of  their  debts. 
At  the  fame  time  he  defired  one  of 
them,  who  was  churchwarden  of 
his  parifh,  to  accept  his  benefac- 
tion of  20I.  towards  the  cloathing 
of  the  poor  children,  during  the 
late  inclement  feafon  of  the  year. 

23d.  Died,  Doftor  Robert 
James,  author  of  the  Medical  Dic- 
tionary;  and  inventor  of  the  cele- 
brated fever  powders  known  by 
his  name  ;  in  Bruton-ftreet. 

Lately,  George  Goodman,  in 
Jamaica,  in  the  105th  year  of  his 
age,  and  immenfely  rich. 

24th.  Mr.  John  Harrifon,  in- 
ventor and  conftrudlor  of  the  fa- 
mous time- keepers  for  afcertaining 
the  longitude  at  fea,  in  the  84th 
year  of  his  age,  at  his  houfe  in 
Red-LiQn-fquare,^Holborn.  Mr, 
Harrifon  had  received,  as  a  reward 
for  his  ufeful  labours,  feveral 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  money  of- 
fered by  parripTient  for  facilitating 
the  means  of  difcovering  the  lon- 
gitude at  fea.  [For  fome  account 
of  thefe  his  labours,  pleafc  to  turn 
to  the  fecond  part  of  our  eighth 
volume,  for  1765.] 

Mrs.  Jay  and  Mrs.  Gilbert,  wi- 
dows, at  Uxbridge.  They  were 
twins ;  born  within  half  an  hour  of 

[/J  each 
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each  Other;  died  within  much  about 
the  fame  time;  married  the  fame 
day,  and  buried  in  one  grave. 

Mr.  John  Bird,  a  moft  ingeni- 
ous and  accurate  mathematical  in- 
flrument  maker,  and,  as  fuch,  well 
known  in  every  part  of  the  world. 


APRIL. 

J  His  majefty  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  the 
royal  aflent  to  the  following  bills. 

An  aft  for  the  better  fupply  of 
marines  and  fcamen  to  ferve  in  his 
majefty  *s  fhips  of  war,  and  on  board 
merchant  fhips,  &c. 

An  aft  for  vefting certain  eflates, 
now  held  in  truft  for  the  benefit 
of  the  royal  hofpital  for  feamen 
at  Greenwich,  in  the  commilTi- 
oners  anjjfi  governors  of  the  faid 
hofpital. 

An  aft  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  pilots  condufting  (hips  and 
vcffels  into  and  out  of  the  port  of 
Bofton  in  Lincolnfhire,  and  for 
preventing  mifchiefs  by  fire  in  the 
faid  haven  and  harbour. 

An  aft  for  lighting  and  watch- 
ing the  ftreets,  lanes,  &c.  within 
the  borough  of  Boflon,  in  Lincoln- 
fhire, 

An  aft  for  rebuilding  the  parifli 
church  of  Tardebigg,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Worcefter  and  Warwick. 

An  aft  for  better  cleaning, 
lighting  and  watching  the  ftreets, 
lanes,  &c.  in  Dorchefter. 

An  aft  for  lighting  and  watching 
of  Camberwell  and  Peckham,  in 
Surry. 

An  aft  for  making  and  main- 
taining a  navigable  canal,  from  or 
Bear  Stourbridge  in  Worcelterfhire, 
to  join  the  StaiFordlhire  and  Wor- 
ceiierihiie  canal  at  or  near  Stour- 


tcn  in  StafFordfliire.  And  to  two 
more  canal  bills,  two  road  and  ten 
private  bills. 

By  the  above  aft,  for  the  better 
fupplying  his  majelty*s  fleet  with 
mariners,  it  is  enafted,  that  all 
trading  Ihips  fhall  be  allowed  to  be 
navigated  with  3-4ths  of  their 
crew  foreigners,  till  the  25th  of 
March,  1777,  and  no  longer; 

Patrick  Haftings  and  John  , 
Clark  flood  in  the  pillory  at  ^  * 
the  end  of  Margaret- ftreet,  Caven- 
difli-fquare,  for  extorting  fevcral 
fums  of  money  from  James  Lintott, 
by  charging  him  with  a  deteftable 
crime.  They  were  pelted  with 
apples,  potatoes,  eggs,  &c.  very 
feverely ;  and  conveyed  back  to 
Newgate,  to  undergo  the  remain- 
der of  their  fentence,  which  is  two 
years  imprifonment. 

Advice  was  received  at  the  , 
India-houfe  of  the  arrival  of  ^  * 
the  Northumberland  Indiaman, 
which  had  been  a  miffing  fliip  for 
fome  time,  at  Lifl>on.  •  She  met 
with  a  violent  hurricane  near  the 
Weftern  Iflands  the  latter  end  of 
February  laft,  by  which  Ihe  broach- 
ed to,  and  fprung  fo  large  a  leak, 
that  the  water  ruflied  in  at  the 
rate  of  four  feet  deep  in  the  fpace 
of  an  hour,  (0  that,  notwithftanding 
the  captain,  and  all  hands,  by  turns, 
worked  at  the  pumps,  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  they  brought 
her  into  port,  and  that  not  without 
feveral  feet  water  in  the  hold.  Her 
cargo  was  damaged,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  faltpetre,  which  made 
a  confiderable  part  of  it,  intirely 
deftroyed.  But  ten  of  the  original 
crew  were  left,  all  the  reft  having 
died  with  the  fatigue  of  pumping 
day  and  night  on  the  voyage, 

By  private  letters  from  Dublin, 
there  arrived  the  melancholy  ac- 
count 
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count  that  a  malignant  fever  had, 
for  Tome  days  pail,  made  great 
havoc  in  that  city.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  by  the  faculty,  to  have  arifea 
from  a  criminal,  afflided  with  the 
gaol  difteroper,  being  brought  into 
court  without  the  neceflTary  pre- 
cautions of  wafhing  him,  fliifting 
his  cloaths,  &c.  Upon  the  lilt  of 
thofe  who  have  fallen  vidiims  to 
this  direful  diforder,  were  Fielding 
Ould,  Efq;  high-fherifF  of  Dub- 
lin, an  atiive,  worthy  magiftrate; 
counfcllor  Darby,  counfellor  Pal- 
mer, counfellor  Spring,  counfellor 
Ridge,  Charles  Caldwell,  Erq;Mr. 
Bolton,  Mr.  Erwin,  and  feveral 
other  attornies  and  perfons  whofe 
bufinefs  brought  them  into  court. 

By  letters  from' France,  the  fport 
of  horfe-racing,  not  without  a  little 
mixture  of  gambling,  is  daily  in- 
creafing  there.  They  have  had  two 
very  lately  in  one  day ;  the  firll, 
between  the  Prince  of  Nafl'au  and 
the  Marquis  of  Fenelon,  who  both 
rode  their  own  horfes.  The  former 
loll  his  wager,  and  was  very  near 
loHng  his  life,  by  the  indifcretion 
of  one  of  the  fpe£lators.  His  horfe 
fell,  and  the  marquis  who  was  un- 
der him,  received  a  violent  hurt  on 
his  head.  The  other  race  was  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Chartres  and 
the  Duke  of  Lauzun.  The  Duke 
of  Chartres*s  horfe,  which  won 
two  former  races,  was  beat  this 
time  by  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lau- 
zun ;  their  grooms  rode  this  race, 
which  was  for  2CO  louis  d'ors. 
Their  majefties,  and  great  part  of 
the  royal  family,  were  prefent  at 
this  entertainment,  which  was  ren- 
dered more  agreeable  by  the  fine 
weather  they  had  for  fome  time. 
The  queen  frequently  affifts  at  thefe  ^ 
amufements. 

Notwithllandlng  thli  Spirit  of 


diflipation,  many  national  improve- 
ments have  been  lately  undertakea 
in  France.  Among  others,  a  con- 
fiderable  commercial  company,  ac- 
tuated by  a  true  fpirit  of  patri- 
otifm,  have  formed  in  Paris,  un- 
der the  name  of  Caife  d'Efcompte, 
or  difcount  office,  an  eftablifhment 
with  a  fund  of  fifteen  millions  of 
livres.  They  have  contraded  to 
difcount  bills  and  notes,  both  ia 
peace  and  war,  without  ever  ex- 
ceeding the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  and  have  tied  them- 
felves  down  to  this  lingle  branch  of 
bufinefs,  the  gold  and  filver  trade, 
and  to  receive  voluntary  depofits 
of  caih,  without  meddling  in  any 
other  matters  whatfoever.  This 
newellablifhment,  the  French  fay, 
is  an  improvement  of  the  plan 
of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
that,  as  the  regulations  relative 
to  its  adminillrations,  its  divi- 
dends, &c.  are  wifely  calculated 
to  infure  fuccefs,  it  is  probable  the 
profits  of  the  houfe  will  be  con- 
fiderable  enough  to  enable  the  ad- 
miniftrators  to  lower  in  a  little 
time  the  rate  of  intereil  to  three 
per  cent. 

A  new  eftablifhment,  equally 
or  more  ufeful,  has  likewife  bcea 
lately  formed  in  Madrid.  It  is  an 
academy  under  the  title  of,  **  The 
friends  of  their  country.**  The 
defign  of  this  inftituiion  is  to  en- 
courage agriculture,  man u failures, 
induflry,  arts,  and  trade,  which 
are  vifibly  decaying  in  Spain. 
The  prince  of  Aflurias,  the  in- 
fants Don  Gabriel  and  Don  An- 
tonio, alfo  the  marquis  de  St, 
Croix,  the  prince  Pignatelli,  the 
duke  de  Crillon,  the  count  de 
Montalvo,  the  illuflrious  Campo- 
manez,  and  other  grandees  of  the 
court,   have   caufed    their   namea 
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to  be  infcribed  in  the  lift  of  Aca- 
demicians; and  the  king,  ever 
attentive  to  the  protedion  of  efta- 
blilhments  advantageous  to  his 
fubjefts,  hath  not  only  approved  of 
the  inftitution  and  llatutes  of  this 
academy,  but  has  been  alfo  pleafed 
to  aflign  a  fum  of  money  for  an  an- 
nual diftribution  of  two  premiums 
to  be  given  to  fuch  agriculturers, 
manufadurers,  or  artifts,  as  Ihall 
diftinguifli  themfelves  in  their  fe- 
veral  profeffions. 
Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Dublin 
of  this  date. 

*«  James  Wilfon,  Efq;  a  member 
of  our  parliament,  and  captain  of 
marines,  has  juft  now  fent  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  a  memoirial  to 
lay  before  his  majefty,  requefting 
leave  to  lay  down  his  commiffion, 
as  he  cannot,  he  fays,  confidently 
with  his  confcience,  ferve  in  the 
prefent  difpute  againll  the  Ameri- 
cans. 

"  Captain  Wilfon,  in  the  year 
1760,  raifed  a  hundred  and  thirty 
men  (as  the  purchafe  of  his  com- 
pany) on  his  own  eftate  in  Ireland, 
and  ferved  all  the  remainder  of 
the  war  in  aftaal  fervice  with  the 
higheft  credit  to  himfelF.*' 

The  committee  on  the  Worcefler 
eledion,  after  fitting  forty  days  in 
hearing  the  examination  of  wit. 
nclTes  and  the  arguments  of  coun- 
fel,  and  five  days  deliberation, 
finally  determined,  that  the  fitting 
members,  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  and 

. Walfh,    Efqrs.    are   duly 

eleded.  It  is  computed  that  this 
eledion  has  coft  the  parties  up- 
wards of  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 
On  taking  up  a  floor  in 
^  one  of  the  rooms  at  Somer- 
fet-houfe,  fome  bufticls  of  cockle- 
fhells  were  found  in  the  cavity  be- 
iween  it  and   the   under  cieling. 


Confidering  the  genius  of  the  time, 
in  which  this  palace  was  built,  it 
is  very  probable  that  fome  magi- 
cal, or  medicinal  purpofe  was  in- 
tended by  this  depofit. 

Being  Eafter  Sunday,  was    ^., 
obferved  at  court,  and  clfe-    ^     ' 
where,  as  ufual. 

By  the  report  of  the  ftate      ^  , 
of  the  city  hofpitals  for  the      ^^   * 
lalt   year,    laid    before    the   Lord 
Mayor  this  day,  as   ufual,  at  St. 
Bride*s  church,  it  appeared. 

That  all  the  patients  cured,  re- 
lieved, buried,  and  remaining  un- 
der cure  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hof- 
pital,  amounted  to  10,155,  Thofe 
in  St.  Thomas's  to  7957. 

That,  in  Chrift's  Hofpital,  142 
boys  had  been  put  out  and  provided 
for,  feven  had  died,  and  that  11 32 
remained. 

That  in  Bridewell  1084.  vagrants 
had  been  provided  for,  and  that  33 
apprentices  had  been  maintained  ac 
trades,  &c. 

That  in  Bethlem  187  lunatics 
had  been  admitted,  190  cured,  17 
buried;  and  244  remained  under 
cure. 

A  woman  who  keeps  a  v 
public  houfe  was  tried,  at  ^ 
the  quarter-feflions  held  at  Weft- 
minfter,  for  affaulting  and  greafing 
the  chin  of  a  Jew  with  pork.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  lol.  damages. 

A  very  tragical  adventure  hap- 
pened about  this  time  at  Lifle, 
between  the  regiments  of  Auvergne 
and  Maine,  which  were  in  garrifon 
there.  An  uniform  being  found 
in  one  of  the  guard-houfes,  fome 
of  thofe  who  found  it,  took  it  into 
their  heads,  that  it  belonged  to 
one  of  their  comrades  who  had 
been  killed;  others  thought  that 
it  was  left  there  as  a  mark  of 
contempt. 
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contempt.  Some  were  for  burning 
it ;  others  thought  that  it  would 
be  bell  10  demand  fatisfadion  of 
the  other  regiment  :  this  advice 
prevailed.  Accordingly  a  day  and 
hour  being  fixed,  the  two  regi- 
ments fought  againft  each  other 
with  fuch  fury,  that  a  great  num- 
ber were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Caftilla,  a  Spanifh 
man  of  war  of  fixty  guns, 
took  fire  off  the  raouth  of  the  Ta- 
gus,  when  the  flames  reaching  the 
powder  room,  the  Ihip  blew  up, 
and  all  on  board  peri  (bed. 

jj         The  Dublin  Gazette  of 

^  *  this  date,  contains  a  no- 
tice, dated  Dublin  Caftle,  March 
27,  1776,  fignifying,  that  it  is 
his  majelly*s  royal  pleafure,  that 
for  the  future,  the  Dublin  Gazette 
fhall,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  be  put 
upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  Lon- 
don Gazette  ;  and  that  it  ftiail  con- 
tain no  other  articles  of  news  than 
fuch  as  are  authorized  by  his  ma- 
jefty's  government  of  this  king- 
dom, or  duly  authenticated;  and 
his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland  has  appointed  Mr. 
W.  Rofeingrave  compiler  of  the 
faid  Dublin  Gazette, 
icth  ^    doubt    having    been 

5  '  darted  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  whether  their  Lord  (hips 
could  legally  proceed  to  the  trial 
of  Elizabeth,  Ityjing  herfelf  Du- 
chefs  of  ^ingfton  ;  Ihe  being  in- 
dited as  the  wife  of  John  Au- 
guftus  Hervey  ;  and  the  judges, 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
having  made  anfwer,  that  having 
duly  confidered  the  quellion  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  they  were  clearly 
and  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
their  Jordftiips  may  legally  proceed 
to  trial ;  this  day,  at  length,  their 
lordfliips  (after fome  debates,  whe- 


ther Ihe  fliould  be  tried  at  their 
bar,  or  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  and 
feveral  delays  with  regard  to  the 
time, on  account  of  the  interference 
of  the  terms)  attended  by  the 
judges,  feveral  of  the  mailers  in 
chancery,  garter  king  at  arms, 
the  ulher  of  the  black  rod,  and 
a  number  of  other  gentlemen,  at- 
tendants on  the  lord  high  lleward 
pro  tempore,  went  in  proceflion  to 
Weftminller-Hall,  and,  after  the 
ufual  ceremonies,  entered  immedi- 
ately on  the  trial ;  the  doors  of  the 
court  had  been  opened  by  feven 
in  the  morning  ;  but  each  peer 
had  but  feven  tickets  of  admif- 
fion  ;  a  debate  in  favour  of  eight 
lafted  but  a  Ihort  time ;  for  it 
was  proved,  that  the  benches  were 
crowded  at  the  trials  of  Lord  By- 
ron and  the  Earl  of  Ferrers,  when 
only  feven  were  delivered.  Her 
ladylhip  during  the  trial,  was 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  cuftody 
of  the  gentleman  ulher  of  the 
black  rod. 

(  For  an  account  of  the  trial  it- 
felf,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our 
Appendix.] 

The  feffions  at  the  Old-  . 

Bailey  for  Middlefex  ended,  ^°^"' 
when  five  convifls  received  fen- 
tence  of  death,  viz.  one,  for  having 
in  his  polTeffion  a  dye,  on  which 
was  imprefled  a  refemblance  of  a 
fixpence  ;  one,  for  belHality  ;  one, 
for  Healing  180  guineas  from  Ro- 
bert Whitehead  ;  one,  for  picking 
a  gentleman's  pocket  of  his  purfe; 
and  one,  for  returning  from  tranf- 
portation :  and  on  the  i8th  of 
June,  the  three  firll,  with  two  other 
convifts,  were  executed  at  Ty- 
burn, One  of  them  acknowledged 
his  being  one  of  thofe  people  that 
attempted  to  rob  Mr.  Sandford's 
houfe,    in    Winchefter-ftrcet,    in 

[/]  3  which 
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which  attempt  Armftrong  was  (hot. 
Another  requefted,  that  feveral 
robberies,  &c.  committed  by  him, 
ihould  be  made  known  to  the  in- 
jured parties,  of  which  he  gave 
feme  particulars  ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears he  had  got  above  four  hun- 
dred pounds,  moft  of  it  in  ready 
money,  during  the  two  laft  years 
of  his  life  ;  and  in  fuch  capital 
fums  as  50  and  180  guineas  at  a 
time. 

A  A  fire  broke  out  at  War- 

•  radine,  the  capital  of  Ef- 
clavonia,  jby  which  feven  parts  out 
of  eight  of  that  large  and  opulent 
city  were  reduced  to  afhes.  It  hap- 
pened by  a  man's  fhaking  the  to- 
bacco out  of  his  pipe  without  ex- 
tinguiihing  the  ames. 

,  About  fix  in  the  morning, 

^  *  her  Majefty  was  taken  with 
labour  pains,  notice  of  which  was 
immediately  fent  to  the  Archbiftiop 
bf  Canterbury,  the  fecretaries  of 
ilatc,  and  feveral  of  the  nobility  ; 
and,  at  feven  o'clock,  herMajefty 
was  fafely  delivered  of  a  princefs, 
being  her  eleventh  child,  and  all 
of  them  living. 

And  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
19th  of  May,  being  the  birth-day 
of  her  Majefty,  who  but  then  en- 
tered her  thirty-third  year,  the  ce- 
remony of  the  chriftening  of  the 
young  princefs  was  performed  in 
the  great  council  chamber,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury. Her  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  Mary.  The  fponfors  were 
Prince  Frederick  of  Heire-Ca/Tel, 
reprefented  by  the  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford, Lord  -  Chamberlain  of  his 
Majefty *s  Houfhold  ;  the  Duchefs 
of  Saxe-Gotha,  reprefented  by  the 
Duchefs  of  Argyle  ;  and  the  f*riii- 
cefs  Erederica  of  Meckleoburgh 


Strelitz,  reprefented  by  the  Dow.^ 
ager  Countefs  of  Effingham. 

On  this  happy  occafion,  both 
houfes,  and  the  lord-mayor,  &c, 
addreffed  his  Majefty,  as  ufual. 
But,  as  the  addrefs  of  the  latter  \i 
not  altogether  in  the  ufual  ftyle^ 
our  readers  may  be  glad  to  fee  it. 
It  is  as  follows : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
Your  Majefty *s  loyal    fubjedls, 
the  Lord-mayor,    Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common-council  aftembled,  ap- 
proach  your   Majefty    with    their 
congratulations  on  the  happy  de- 
livery of  their  moft  amiable  Queen, 
and  the  birth  of  another  Princefs ; 
and  to  afTure   your  Majefty,  that 
there  are  not,  in   all  your  domi- 
nions, any  fubjefts  more  faithful, 
or  more  ready  to  maintain  the  true 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown. 
They  will  continue  to  rejoice  at 
every   event  which  adds    to  your 
Majefty *s  domeftic    felicity ;    and 
they  hope,  that   every   branch  of 
the  auguft  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  will 
add  further  fecurity  to  thofe  facred 
laws  and  liberties  which  their  an- 
ceftors  would  not  fuft'er  to  be  vio- 
lated with  impunity,  and  which, 
in  confequence  of  the  glorious  and 
necefTary    Revolution,    that   illuf. 
trious  Houfe  was  called  forth  to 
protect  and  defend. 

Signed,  by  order  of  Court, 
William  Rix. 

His  Majefty^ s  Anpwer. 

"  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful 
addrefs  on  the  happy  delivery  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  birth  of  another 
Princefs. 

The  fecuritjr  of  the  Taws  and 
liberties 
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liberties  of  my  people,  has  always 
been,  and  ever  fhall  be,  the  objeft 
of  my  care  and  attention." 

The  fubjefts  for  the  annual 
prizes  of  fifteen  guineas  each, 
given  by  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
and  Richard  Croftes,  Efq;  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  for  the  beft  exercifes 
in  Latin  profe,  are,  this  year,  for 
the  fenior  bachelors,  "  Utrum  Im- 
perium  atque  Artes  humaniores 
Occidental!  Curfu  Nationibus  kfc 
deferant  ?"  For  the  middle  bache- 
lors, '*  An  Conftantinus  Imperii 
fui  Sedem  Jure  mutaverit?** 

,  ,  Died  the  Grand  Duchefs 

*°^'^*  of  Ruffia,  Petrowna  Alexi- 
ewna,  born  Princefs  of  HefTe- 
Darmftadt,  univerfally  and  fin- 
cerely  lamented  by  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  the  Grand  Duke,  and  the 
whole  empire. 

Some  days  ago,  Capt.  Kidd,  of 
his  majefty's  floop  Princefs  Anne, 
fell  in  with  a  fmuggler  dogger  in 
the  Frith  of  Forth  and  took  her. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  another 
fmuggling  vefTel,  which,  as  it 
fince  appears,  meafures  66  feet 
keel,  carries  twenty  fix- pounders, 
with  thirty  fwivels,  and  is  navi- 
gated by  eighty  flout  men,  came 
op  with  and  attacked  Capt.  Kidd, 
killed  one  or  two  of  his  men,  and 
retook  the  dogger.  Upon  this, 
Capt.  Ogilvie*s  excife  yacht,  and 
the  Hazard  floop  of  war,  failed  in 
quell  of  the  fmugglers  ;  but  the 
latter,  being  a  bad  failer,  did  not 
come  up  with  them  ;  and  when 
Capt.  Ogilvie  did,  he  durft  not 
venture  to  attack  them  alone. 
28th  The  governors  of  the  city 

of  London  Lying-in- Hofpi- 
tal  held  their  anniverfaryfeall  at  the 
King's-Arms  tavern  in  Cornhill. 
The  collection  at  the  church  and 


dinner,  together  with  fomelatefub- 
fcriptions,  amounted  to  564I.  4s, 
befides  fome  legacies  lately  receiv- 
ed, to  the  amount  ^  *"  677I.  zs.  6d. 
amongft  which  was  .le  fum  of5ool. 
bequeathed  to  this  charity  by  their 
late  worthy  prefident.  Barlow  Tre- 
cothick,  Efq. 

Mr.  Axtell  was  brought  ^oth, 
into  the  court  of  King's-  ^ 
Bench  to  receive  judgment  for 
printing  and  publiihing  a  pam- 
phlet called  «*  The  Crifis."— Sir 
Richard  Afton  read  feveral  extrads 
from  the  fame,  which  he  declared 
weregrofsly  libellous,  and  deferv- 
ing  of  punifhment.  However,  an 
affidavit  being  read,  in  which  the 
prifoner,  declared  he  was  not  worth, 
five  pounds,  the  court  pafied  fen« 
tence  of  but  three  months  impri- 
fonment  upon  him. 

Immediately  after  George  Allen 
appeared,  and  Robert  Holloway 
was  brought  into  court  to  receive 
judgment;  the  former  for  print- 
ing and  publiihing,  and  the  latter 
for  writing  a  libellous  pamphlet, 
called  the  "  Rat  Trap."  When 
his  lordlhip  pronounced  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  court,  which  was  im- 
prifonment  for  one  month  to  the 
defendant  Allen  ;  and  three  months 
longer  to  the  prifoner  Holloway, 
who  had  been  already  confined  a 
confiderable  time. 

At  a  court  of  common-council, 
held  at  Guildhall,  Mr.  Horton  a- 
rofe,  and  prefacing  his  motion  with 
fome  remarks  upon  the  expenditure 
neceflary  to  fnpport  the  dignity  of 
the  mayoralty  :  he  faid,  that  for 
feveral  years  pad,  although  the 
income  allowed  out  of  the  chamber 
was  but  4000  1.  the  expence  was 
not  lefi  than  7000  1.  and  upwards; 
he  thought  the  clofe  attendance 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office  a  fufii* 
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cicnt  burthen  ;  but  that,  connefted 
with  the  other  confideration,  it  was 
intolerable,  and  what  the  corpora- 
tion ought  not  to  fuffer  to  be  en- 
dured ;  he  fhould  therefore  moVe, 
•«  That  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  into 
the  ftate  of  the  city's  calh,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  amount  of 
the  falary  and  certain  emoluments 
annually  allowed  by  the  corpora- 
tion to  the  Lord-mayor,  for  fup- 
porting  the  neceflary  expence  of  the 
mayoralty;  and  that  the  faid  com- 
mittee do  ftate  their  opinion  to 
the  court  thereupon."  This  was 
agreed  to  without  a  diviiion. 

The  beginning  of  this  year,' the 
French  clergy  granted  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  a  free  gift  of 
fixteen  millions  of  livres,  or  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ; 
which  his  majefty  has  acquiefced 
in  ;  whilft  other  Roman  Catholic 
Jlates  feem  refolved  to  take  another 
method  with  their  clergy.— The 
fenate  of  Venice  are  faid  to  be  re- 
folved to  fell  the  revenues  of  all 
the  monafteriesin  their  dominions. 
At  leaft,  they  have  already  fold 
thofe-  enjoyed  by  the  late  Mr. 
Sarvognano,  by  audion.  The 
produce,  however,  of  thefe  fales 
is  to  be  kept  in  a  feparate  ftock, 
out  of  which  the  monafteries  are 
to  be  fupported,  and  the  reft  is 
to  augment  the  revenues  of  the 
pooreft  bifhopricks  of  the  ftate,  in 
order  to  put  them  more  upon  an 
equality  with  the  reft.  It  was  faid, 
however,  that  the  fenate  intended 
to  fend  two  prelates  to  Rome,  with 
a  commiflion  to  terminate  the  dif- 
ferences in  an  amicable  manner. 
—The  court  of  Naples  has,  it  is 
faid,  refolved  to  purfue  the  fame 
coaife  with  the  fenate  of  Venice, 


with  as  little  regard  to  the  pope*i 
permiflion. 

Mr.  Wilkes  made  his  an-  , 

nual  motion  in  parliament,  ^°  * 
for  expunging  from  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  the  refolution  for  his 
expulfion  ;  for  a  more  equal  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people ;  and  for 
Ihortening  the  duration  cf  parlia- 
ment; but  it  pafied  in  the  nega- 
tive, 1 86  to  92. 

The  charter  of  the  Dutch  Eaft- 
India  company  paving  expired  in 
the  year  1773,  the  company,  under 
a  pretence  that  its  trade  had  de- 
clined, folicited  the  States- General 
to  grant  a  diminution  of  the  fum 
formerly  paid  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  Upon  this,  iheir 
high  mightinefles,  in  order  to  have 
time  to  enquire  into  the  foundation 
of  this  requeft,  prolonged  the  char- 
ter for  three  years,  upon  the  old 
footing;  andfindinglince  upon  en- 
quiry, that  the  company  had  really 
met  with  great  lofTes,  and  that  their 
trade  had  greatly  declined,  they 
complied  with  the  company*s  re- 
queft, and  have  lately  granted  them 
a  new  charter  for  thirty  years,  for 
the  fame  term  as  the  former,  pay- 
ing immediately  two  millions  of 
florins  inftead  of  three  millions, 
which  they  paid  before^  and  the 
fum  of  360,000  florins  yearly, 
which  laft  fum,  however,  they 
were  allowed  to  make  good  in  mo- 
ney or  goods.  In  confequence  of 
this  indulgence,  the  ftock  of  the 
company  rofe  no  Icfs  than  19  per 
cent,  in  about  fix  months. 

Died,    the    ift   inftant,  ,, 

Mr.  John  Harman,  one  of  ^  * 
the  moft  noted  aftrologers  of  the 
age. 

The  2d,  The  Rev.Mr. Grainger, 
vicar  of  Shiplake,  Oxfordftiiie,  au- 
thor 
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thorof  that  o Tefal  and  entertaining 
work,  the  «*  Biographical  Hiftory 
of  England,  &c."  fuddenly,  by  the 
burfting  of  a  veflel  in  the  brain,  as 
he  was  adminiftering  the  facrament 
at  church.  [See  an  elegant  epi- 
gram on  the  occafion,  in  our  arti- 
cle of  poetry.] 

The  1 8th,  Mr.  Ifaac  Sparks,  the 
celebrated  comedian  of  Smock- 
alley  theatre,  Dublin. 

The  26th,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bor- 
lace,  Reftor  of — — ,  during 
the  long  fpace  of  55  years,  juftice 
of  the  peace,  yice  warden  of  the 
Hannaries,  at  Caftle  Hornock,  in 
Cornwall,  aged  82  years. 

The  28th,  Mr.  Robert  Cook,  at 

Clifton,  Vorkftiire,  aged  107  years. 

Mr.  Rogers,  mafter  of  the  Sun 

alehoufe  in  the  Borough,  a  dwarf 

four  feet  three  inches  high. 

The  30th,  the  famous  Mr. 
Wortley  Montague,  brother  to 
Lady  Bute,  at  Padua.  [See  fome 
account  of  this  gentleman's  life, 
in  our  fecond  part.] 

Lately,  a  lady  of  large  fortune 
in  Weftminfter,  who  left  a  conii- 
derable  legacy  to  her  footman  to 
hang  fourteen  favourite  cats. 

Captain  Panlhaw,  at  Deptford, 
aged  98.  He  has  left  a  large  for- 
tune between  his  man  and  his  maid 
and  a  deferted  girl,  to  whom  he 
had  the  goodne^  to  be  a  father, 
becaufe  Ihe  had  no  mother,  and 
her  fa:her  had  forfaken  her. 

Nathaniel  St.  Andre,  Efq;  well 
known  by  the  infamous  llory  of 
Mary  Tofts,  the  rabbit-woman  ; 
whofe  cafe  was  urged,  by  a  learned 
cotemporary  divine,  as  a  comple- 
tion of  a  prophecy  in  the  Revela- 
tions. 

William   G  ,   Efq;    who 

having  been   left   18,000 1.  a  few 
monihs  before,  by  his  father,  loll 


it  all  by  gaming  In  lefs  than  a 
month  ;  in  the  Rules  of  the  King's- 
bench. 

David  Biar,  aged  117,  at  Fin- 
nerane,  in  the  county  of  Clare, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  JohnMouat,  furgeon,  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  thofe  beft  ac- 
quainted with  him,  was  136  years 
old,  at  Langhome,  in  the  county 
of  Dumfries,  Scotland, 

LENT    ASSIZES.      ^ 

At  Hertford,  four  prifoners  were 
capitally  convi<fled. 

At  Chelmsford,  eight ;  amongft 
whom  was  Samuel  Norfolk  for  the 
murder  of  Sarah  his  wife.  He 
ftrongly  denied  being  guilty  of  the 
murder,  till  after  fentence  of 
death  was  paHed  on  him  ;  when 
he  acknowledged  that  he  threw  her 
into  the  river,  and  afterwards  kept 
her  down  with  a  ftick  till  (he  was 
drowned.  He  was  a  farmer  of 
Great  Coggefliall,  and  in  very- 
good  circumftances  ;  and  his  wife, 
even  by  his  own  account,  a  woman 
of  the  greateft  difcretion  and  mild- 
nefs. 

At  Oxford,  two. 

At  Wincheller,  four. 

At  Reading,  two;  one  of  whom 
was  reprieved  ;  the  other,  for  bur- 
glary, left  for  execution. 

At  Salifbury,  nine;  but  all  re- 
prieved. 

At  the  above  affizes  came  on  the 
trials  of  the  four  candidates  for 
Hindon,  in  confequence  of  the 
profecution  commenced  againft 
them  all  by  the  attorney  general 
for  bribery,  by  order  of  the  houft 
of  commons.  After  a  hearing, 
which  continued  for  two  days,  Ge- 
neral Smith  and  Mr.  Hollis,  the 
late  fitting  members  for  the  bo- 
rough, were  found  guilty.  Mr. 
Cal  thorp 
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Calthorp  and  Mr.  Beckford,  the 
petitioners,  were,  upon  the  ftrong- 
cft  and  clearell  evidence,  acquit- 
ted. 

At  Worccfter,  Ann  Hale  only, 
for  the  murder  of  her  baftard  child, 
was  condemned  and  executed. 

At  Northampton,  three  were 
capitally  convided ;  but  all  re- 
prieved, except  one  ibra  burglary 
and  robbery. 

At  Bedford,  one,  for  horfe- 
Healing ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge,  a  boy  for  a  bur- 
glary ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Maidftone,  eight ;  amongft 
tvhom  was  Margaret  Ryan,  for  the 
wilfiil  murder  of  her  huiband.  She 
pleaded  guilty;  but  at  the  defire 
of  the  court,  (he  put  herfelf  on  her 
country.  She  appeared  to  be  near 
jo,  and  only  faid  in  her  defence 
♦»  the  deceafed  and  (he  had  words, 
and  (he  ftabbed  him  with  a  pen- 
Icnife." 

At  York,  ten ;  among  whom 
were  Thomas  Aikney  and  Eliza- 
beth Boardingham,  for  the  murder 
of  John  Boardingham,  hu(band  to 
the  latter. 

On  their  trials  it  appeared  that 
Aikney  had  cohabited  with  her, 
daring  her  hulband's  confinement 
in  York  Caitle,  for  fmuggling  ; 
and  that,  foon  after  his  releafe  and 
return  to  Flambrough,  (he  went 
off  with  Aikney  into  Lincoln  (hire, 
where  they  continued  three  months: 
that,  previous  to  their  going  off, 
(he  had  frequently  urged  Aikney 
io  murder  her  hufband,  but  that 
lie,  to  avoid  yielding  to  her  in- 
treaties,  perfuaded  her  to  elope  ; 
that,  notwithilanding  (he  was 
kindly  received  on  her  return 
home,  (he  feemed  inflexibly  bent 
ftn  her  haiband's  deilrudion,  and 


renewed     her    felicitations     that 
Aikney  would  elFeft  it. 

He  at  length  agreed  to  accom- 
plilh  the  horrid  defign,  for  which 
purpofe  (he  proraifed  to  let  him 
into  the  houfe  in  the  night-time; 
that,  eight  days  after  her  return, 
viz.  the  13th  of  February,  about 
eleven  at  night,  (he  awakened  her 
hufband,  by  acquainting  him  that 
(he  heard  a  noife  at  the  door,  on 
which  the  unfortunate  man  put  on 
his  coat  and  waiftcoat,  and  went 
down  ftairs,  where  Aikney,  lying 
in  wait  for  his  coming,  llabbed 
him  (irft  in  the  thigh,  and  after- 
wards on  the  left  fide,  leaving  th» 
knife  in  the  wound.  Boardingham 
made  to  the  ftreet,  and  cried  out 
murder;  in  the  mean  time  Aik- 
ney efcaped. 

A  neighbour  came  to  his  afTift^r 
ance,  and  found  him,  holding  in 
one  hand  the  bloody  knife  jull 
drawn  out  of  the  wound,  and  with 
the  other  fupporting  his  bowelg 
that  were  falling  from  his  body. 
He  languilhed  till  next  day,  when 
he  expired  in  great  agonies.  The 
knife  was  produced  in  court,  and 
proved  to  be  Aikney's,  who,  on 
being  alked  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
advance  in  his  defence,  acknow-. 
ledged  the  truth  of  the  evidence, 
and  received  his  fentenge  with  re- 
fignation. 

Elizabeth  Boardingham's  body 
was  burnt  to  afhee,  and  Thomas 
Aikney's  fent  to  the  infirmary  at 
Leeds  for  difTeftion. 

At  the  fame  affizes  a  caufe  was 
tried,  wherein  Mrs.  Saunderfon 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  maltfler  de« 
fendant,  for  non-performance  of  a 
promife  of  marriage.  The  jury 
found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  lOo  1, 
damages.      The  defendant  is  60 

year* 
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years  of  age,  and  the  plalhtifF  up- 
wards of  50. 

At  Stafford,  fix  were  capitally 
convifted ;  one  of  whom  was  for 
the  murder  of  his  own  daughter, 
an  infant,  aged  ten  weeks. 

At  Derby,  one,  for  the  murder 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Vickars,  Pec,  18. 

J774- 

At  Norwich,  four. 

At  the  fame  affixes  came  on  hCm 
fore  Mr.  Juftice  Willes,  and  a  fpe- 
cial  jury,  an  aftion  of  debt,brought 
by  Pinckney  Wilkinfon,  Efq;  a- 
gainil  a  clergyman,  in  order  to 
recover  the  fum  of  80  I.  for  eight 
months  non.refidence  on  his  liv* 
ing  in  this  county,  when  the  jury 
found  a  verdicl  for  the  plaintifFi 
fubjedl  to  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
of  King'S-Bench,  upon  the  follow- 
ing queftion,  *  Whether  the  want 
of  a  parfonage-hoilfe  is  a  fufficient 
excufe  for  the  defendant's  abfence 
from  his  living,  and  a  total  negled 
of  his  duty.*  [See  p.  141.  for  the 
opinion  of  the  court  thereupon.] 

At  Dorchefter,  one,  for  horfe- 
Uealing,  but  reprieved. 

At  Shrewfbury,  four. 

At  Kingllon,  nineteen  ;  four- 
;teen  of  whom  wfere  afterwards  re- 
prieved. 

At  Bury,  four;  but  all  after- 
wards reprieved. 

At  the  fame  affizes,  a  livery  fer- 
vant  brought  an  adlion  againft  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  for  falfe  im- 
prifonment,  being  committed  for 
going  out  with  his  mailer's  grey- 
hounds, by  his  matter's  order,  and 
killing  a  hare.  The  jury,  who 
were  fpecial,  deeming  it  an  aft  of 
©ppreflion,  found  for  the  plaintiff 
With  colls  of  fuit. 

At  Eafi  Grinftead,  one  was  ca^ 
citally  convided,  bat  reorieved. 

At  £xeter^  four. 


At  Warwick,  feven ;  four  of 
whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Launceflon,  one,  for  the 
murder  of  her  baflard  child. 

At  Lancafter,  two.  Fourteen 
more,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  riot  at  Liverpool,  were,  by  the 
clemency  of  the  judge  and  profc* 
cUtors,  fuffered  to  go  on  board  one 
of  his  majefly's  fhip»  of  war  dcf* 
tined  for  America. 

At  Gloucefter,  feven  were  capi- 
tallv  convifted. 

At  Monmouth,  one,  who  was 
afterwards  reprieved. 

At  Taunton,  riine, 

At  Briftol,  four ;  but  all  re^ 
prieved. 

Huntingdon  dhd  Herefoi-d  affizea 
proved  maiden  ones. 

At  Hereford  affizes,  an  aflioh  of 
Angular  importance  to  all  tradcri 
in  hops  was  tried,  between  Mr, 
Beezley,  of  Worceiler,  plain  tiff* 
and  Mr.  Higgings,  of  Hereford^ 
defendant^  to  recover  fatisfadlion 
for  a  parcel  of  hops  fold  in  0£lo- 
ber  lafl  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  which  turned  out  to 
be  badly  cured,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, unhiarketable.  The  event 
of  this  aftion  (which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  all  hop  plahters  will  record 
in  their  minds)  was,  that  the  de- 
fendant was  compelled  to  take  thfe 
hops  again  ;  refund  the  price ;  pay 
intereft,  and  fOr  warehoufe  room; 
and  allow  a  moderate  profit  to  thi 
plaintiff,  which  he  of  courfe  would 
have  made  if  the  hops  had  beea 
found  ;  and  alfo  to  pay  cofls. 

A  new  regulation  was  Ordered 
to  take  place  fbr  the  future  at  all 
the  county  affizes;  which  is,  that 
all  perfons  condemned,  and  after- 
wards pardoned,  are  to  be  tranf- 
ported  forthwith,  and  not  to  lit 
«  tiU 
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till  another  affize  to  plead  their 
pardon,  as  hitherto  had  been  the 
cuJdom. 


MAY. 
-  By  a  proclamation  iffued 

the  1 2th  ult.  and  to  take 
place  this  day,  no  guineas,  half- 
gnineas,  or  quarter-guineas,  more 
deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates 
fpecificd  in  the  table- following  ; 
viz.  diuts,  grs. 

Guineas  coined  priori 

to  the    ift  of  Ja- >     5       8 

nuary  1772  J 

Half-guineas  during!  .g 

the  fame  period,  3 
Quarter-guineas,dur-  7      ,       o 

ingthe  fame  period,  \ 

are  to  be  allowed  to  be  current,  or 
to  pafs  in  any  payment  whatfoever. 
In  Great  Britain,  except 


*  Goineas  coined  prior 


d^wts,  grs\ 


aineas  coined  prior  1 

to  the  iftof  Janua-  > 

ry  1772,  weighing  3 
Half-guineas,  during  \      ^     lA. 

the  fame  period,      3  ^ 

Quarter  guineas, dur- 2 
ing  the  fame  period,  3  ' 

which  were,  till  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft  following,  inclufively,  to  pafs 
in  payments  to  be  made  at  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Exchequer,  or  to  the 
colleftors  or  receivers  of  the  re- 
venues in  Great-Britain,  or  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  or  to  fuch  other  per- 
fon  or  perfcns  as  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  lords  commiifioners 
of  the  treafury,  or  an.y  three  of 
them,  or  the  Bank,  to  receive  and 
exchange  the  fame  for  gold  of  the 
weight  mentioned  in  the  firH  table. 


fuch  appointments  to  be  publldiei 
in  the  London  Gazette. 

On  this  occafion,  three  or  four 
large  fums,  in  light  gold,  were  loft 
in  their  way  to  London,  by  being 
packed  up,  without  any  other  pre- 
caution, in  parcels,  which,  though 
big  enough  to  conceal  the  bulk, 
were  not  heavy  enough  to  drown 
the  weight, of  fo  ponderous  a  metal. 

A  demurrer  in  the  caufe,  the 
king  againll  John  Hart,  Efq;  for 
ufurpring  the  office  of  Alderman  of 
the  city  of  London,  was  argued  in 
the  court  of  King's-Bench,  when 
it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
the  eletl;ion  is  void. 

The  governors  of  the  Mag-   .    , 
dalen  charity  dined  together,    ^  * 
when  the  colledlion  amounted  to 
1007  1,   13  s.  6d. 

Whitehall y  May  3.  The  King 
has  been  pleafed  to  order  letters 
patent  to  be  pafled  under  the 
great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  con- 
ilituting  and  appointing  Richard 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the  kingr 
doro  of  Ireland,  and  the  Honour- 
able William  Howe,  Efqj  Major- 
General  of  his  Majefty's  forces, 
and  General  of  his  Majefty*s  forces 
in  North  America  only,  to  be  his 
Majefty*s  commiffioners  for  reftor- 
ing  peace  to  his  Majelty's  colonies 
and  plantations  in  North- America; 
and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjeds  there,  now 
in  rebellion,  as  ihall  deferve  the 
royal  mercy. 

His  Majefty  hath  alfo  been 
pldafed  to  nominate  and  appoint 
Henry  Strachy,  Efq;  to  be  Secre- 
tary to  the  faid  commiflion. 

And  about  this  time,  or  foon 
after.  General  Howe  was  invefte4 
with  full  power  to  grant  commif- 
fions  of  every  rank. 

6ih.  The 
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r  1  The  liege  of  Quebec  was 

•  raifed  ;  and  Toon  after  Ge- 
neral Carleton  iflfued  two  procla- 
mations;  by  one  of  which  he 
forbid  fuch  of  its  former  inhabi-  ■ 
tants,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, as  had  been  banifhed  the 
town  before  the  fiege,  on  account 
of  their  not  joining  in  its  defence, 
to  attempt  coming  back,  without 
a  fpecial  licence  under  his  hand, 
or  that  of  the  lieutenant  governor  : 
by  the  other,  he  invited  fuch  of 
the  Provincials  as  might  be  hiding 
in  the  woods,  particularly  the  fick 
and  wounded,  in  danger  of  perilh- 
ing  for  want  of  neceffaries,  to  come 

'  in  and  be  taken  fome  care  of ; 
with  a  promife  to  difmifs  them 
when  able  to  fet  out  for  their  owo 
homes. 

,  Was  held  the  anniverfary 

'  '  meeting  of  the  fons  of  the 
clergy.  The  colleAions  at  the  per- 
formances in  church,  and  feaft, 
were  as  follow  :  at  St.  PauPs  197I. 
at  ditto,  280I  IIS.  6d.  at  Mer- 
chant-Taylor's Hall,  392I.  6s. 
Total,  869I.  17s.  6d.  ' 
g  ,  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith 

*  took  leave  of  his  Majefty, 
being  foon  to  fet  out  on  his  em- 
balTay  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 

An  ox  of  an  extraordinary  mag- 
nitude, fed  by  Henry  Lutwidge, 
Efq.  at  Cooper*s-Hill,  was  killed 
at  Wigan,  in  Lancaihire.  It  mea- 
fured,  when  living,  16  hands  in 
height,  and  9  feet  2  inches  in  girt 
over  the  part  called  the  faddle; 
and  weighed  156816.  After  it  was 
flaughtered,  there  were  taken  from 
it  i681b.  of  tallow.  The  firloin, 
which  weighed  671b.  was  nine 
inches  deep  in  fai  ;  and  the  rump 
weighed  771b.  both  of  them  cut 
as  fcant  as  poilible. 


At  the  anniverfary  meet-  t 
ing  of  the  fociety  for  the  ° 
difcharge  and  relief  of  perfons  im- 
prifoned  for  fmall  debts,  it  ap- 
peared by  accounts  laid  before  the 
fociety,  that  fince  its  inftitution, 
3591  debtors  had  been  releafed, 
and  redored  to  their  families  ;  and 
a  confiderable  fum  was  collefted 
towards  extending  this  charitable 
defign. 

Sir  Robert  Ainftie,  late  , 

appointed  ambaffador  to 
the  court  of  Conftantinoplc,  took 
leave  of  his  Majefty,  being  in  a 
few  days  to  fet  out  on  his  embafly. 
Henry  Higden,  Efq.  late  fecretary 
to  Lord  Suffolk,  is  appointed  fe- 
cretary to  this  embaffy. 

During  an  audience  of  1 
leave  which  Prince  Repnin, 
ambaffador  extraordinary  at  the 
Porte  fromRuflia,  had  this  day  of 
the  grand  vizir,  one  of  his  officers, 
even  in  his  prefence,  threw  off  hit 
uniform  and  hat,  and  called  for 
a  turban,  declaring  he  was  a  true 
and  faithful  Mahometan.  But  his 
excellency  having  talked  to  him^ 
in  the  Ruffian  language,  and  re- 
claimed him,  the  grand  vizir 
caufed  him  to  be  returned ;  which, 
however,  was  not  the  cafe  with 
about  twenty  other  Ruffians,  who 
turned  Mahometans. 

A  few  days  ago  came  on  to  be 
argued  in  the  court  of  King*s- 
Bench,  a  fpecial  cafe  referved  at 
the  Norfolk  affizes,  in  a  caufe  be- 
tween Pinckney  Wilkinfon,  Efq, 
plaintiff,  and  a  clergyman  defen- 
dant, upon  the  following  queflion, 
whether  the  want  of  a  parfonage- 
houfeis  a  fufHcientexcufe  for  a  cler- 
gyman's abfenting  himfelf  from, 
and  neglecting  the  care  of  his  liv- 
ing. The  court  were  unanimouily 
/of 
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of  opinion »  that  the  want  of  a 
parfonage-houfe  is  not  an  excufe 
for  non-refidence ;  but  that  in  fuch 
cafe  a  clergyman  Is  obliged  to  be 
fcfidcnt  upon  his  living,  and  to 
perform  his  parochial  duty,  and 
for  that  purpofe  muft  hire  an  ha- 
bitation in  or  near  his  parilh  ;  and 
accordingly  judgment  was  pro- 
nounced for  the  plaintiff. 

r  The     royal    aflent    was 

^  *  given,  by  commiflion,  to 
the  following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  forraifing  a  certain  fum, 
l>y  loans  on  Exchequer  bills,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

The  bill  more  ejpeftually  to  pre- 
vent the  Healing  or  deftroying  of 
deer  in  Great-Britain. 

The  bill  for  fecuring  a  fund  be- 
longing to  certain  perfons  of  the 
theatre  in  Covcnt-Garden,  and  ap- 
plicable to  charitable  purpofes. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  corpo- 
ration of  guardians  of  the  poor  ia 
the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  danger 
of  fire  amongft  the  fhips  in  the 
port  of  Briftol. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  ad  for 
lighting  and  paving  Portfmouth. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encou- 
ragement of  the  pilchard  filhery 
within  the  bay  of  St.  Ives. 

The  bill  to  declare  his  majelly's 
»atural-born  fubje(5ls  inheritable  to 
the  cftatcs  of  their  ancellors  in 
Scotland. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  bounty 
OP  flax- feed,  the  growth  of  thfi 
Audrian  Netherlands,  imported 
into  Ireland. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfon.M 
who  have  omitted  to  qualify  them-  • 
ielves  for  offices  or  employment;  j 
within  the  time  limited  by  law. 

The  bill  for  better  fopplying  thf ; 
town  of  Brecknock  with  water , 


and  for  paving  and  lighting    the 
ilreet  therein. 

The  bills  to  diflbl  ve  the  marriages 
oi  Charles  Horneck,  Efq.  and  of 
Dr  .  John  Elliot. 

>.\nd  alfo  to  feveral  other  publip 
and  ^private  bills  ready  for  that  pur- 
pofe, to  the  amount  of  fifty  and 
upwards. 

Lord  Ravenfworth  moved  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  that  thecommif- 
fioners  of  excife  be  defired  to  write 
to  ail  fui  h  perfons  as  they  had  rea- 
fon  .to  fui^peft  had  filver- plate,  and 
had  not  p.^d  the  duty,  and  to  re- 
turn to  the  i\oufe  the  names  of  fuch 
perfons  as  had,  or  had  not  paid  it, 
on  the.  firlt  day  of  next  feffions. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Happened  the  affair  of  the  Ce- 
dars, not  pe  rhaps  fo  remarkable 
for  the  defei  t  of  a  pr-etty  large 
body  of  Provi  ncials,  as  the  handle 
made  of  it  by  t  he  Continental  Con- 
grefs  to  charg  e  the  Britiih  troops 
with  the  mo  ft  wanton  cruelty ; 
whereas  it  ha  s  been  fmce  proved 
that  their  beha  viour  had  been  .quite 
the  reverfe. 

The  opinioi  i  of  the  court  , 
of  Ccmmon-f  leas  was  fo-  ^ 
lemnly  deliver  ed  by  all  the  judges 
upon  a  motic  n  for  an  arreil  of 
judgment,  in :  a  caufe  wherein  Mrs. 
Baddeley,  coi  nedian,  was  defen- 
dant. The  C  ourt  was  unanimous 
in  granting  tli  e  motion,  butfeemed 
to  differ  as  to  ■  the  principles.  T|ie 
chief  Juftice  declared,  that  as  a  « 
femecQ'virt,  ai  id  not  fu|3Jed  to  the 
local  cuftom  of  any  trading  com- 
munity, fhe  c  ould  not  be  fued,  and 
was  by  law -equally  incapable  of 
fuing.  His  Jc  3rd(hip  adduced  feve- 
ral cafes,  w  hich  clearly  proved, 
that  by  the  common  law  of  this 
country,  a  married  woman,  not 
under  influ<  nee  of  locality,  cannot 

be 
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be  made  accountable  for  any  debts 
Ihe  may  contrad. 

,  The  Congrefs,  confider- 

^5  ing  the  United  Colonies 
as  excluded  by  the  capture.a<fls 
from  the  prote<5lion  of  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain,  recommended  to 
the  refpeftive  colonies,  to  adopt 
fuch  form  of  government,  as  fhould 
beft  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  fafety  of 
America. 

t  The  Attorney- General 
'7  •  came  into  the  court  of 
King*s-Bench,  and  moved  for 
judgment  againft  General  Smith, 
for  bribing  the  elcftors  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Hindon  :  Mr.  Juftice 
Willes  ftated  the  evidence  againft 
him.  As  foon  as  he  concluded, 
Serjeant  Davy  and  Mr.  Mansfield 
endeavoured  to  miiigate  the  fen- 
tence,  by  fliewing  how  much  the 
general  had  already  been  puniihed 
for  his  offence,  the  great  expencc 
he  was  at,  and  likely  to  be  at.  In 
anfwer  to  what  was  urged  in  his 
favour,  the  Attorney-General  in- 
fijled,  that  the  renfons  given  in  fa- 
vour of  him,  only  aggravated  his 
guilt.  Lord  Mansfield  then  began 
by  expreffing  his  concern  that  the 
defendant  had  broughthimfelf  into 
fo  difagreeable  a  fituation,  purfued 
the  Attorney-General's  idea,  that 
as  to  the  expence,  the  General 
brought  it  on  hirafelf  by  procuring 
a  return  by  corruption  ;  that  thevo- 
ters  being  willing  to  receive  bribes, 
was  no  juftificationof  the  giver; 
that  fuch  pun illiment  fhould  be  in- 
'fliftedaswould  compel  thecandidate 
to  be  hone  ft ;  that  the  pre  fen  t  cafe 
was  of  the  moft  ferious  nature.  An 
officer  of  the  crown,  on  behalf  of 
|he  public,  profecuted  to  convic- 
,  tion  a  man  endeavouring  to  get 
into  the  fenate  by  corruption  j  this 


crime  called  for  ample  puniftiment 
by  way  of  example ;  it  was  the 
firft  inftance  of  the  kind  heard  of, 
and  Ihould  be  maturely  confidercd, 
as  it  would  be  impoffible  to  pre- 
fcrve  the  conftitution  from  ruin,  if 
courts  of  juftice  did  not  ad  with 
vigour,  when  fuch  matters  came 
before  them.  His  lordfhip  then  or- 
dered the  General  for  the  prefent 
to  ftand  committed,  and  to  be 
brought  up  the  firft  day  of  next 
term  to  receive  whatever  fentence 
the  court  fhould  think  proper  to 
pronounce.  Mr.  Hollis,  the  other 
candidate,  ftanding  upon  the  fame 
ground,  was  difmifTed  in  the  fam« 
manner;  and  both  fent  to  th^ 
King*s-Bench  prifon. 

The  following  bills  were 
paffed  by  commifTion  :  20th» 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  fink- 
ing fund. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  Majefty  to 
raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  purpofe  therein  mentioned. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty feveral  duties  on  coaches  and 
other  carriages  ;  alfo  upon  inden- 
tures, leafes,  bonds,  and  other 
deeds ;  likewife  upon  cards,  dice, 
and  news-papers  ;  and  for  raifing 
two  millions  by  annuities  and  a 
lottery. 

The  bill  for  raifing  a  certain  fum 
by  loans  on  exchequer-bills. 

The  bill  for  relief  of  infolvent 
debtors,  and  bankrupts  in  certain 
cafes. 

The  bill  to  diflblve  the  marriage 
of  Sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury 
with  his  now  wife,  and  to  enable 
him  to  marry  again. 

The  bill  for  erefting  light* 
houfes  and  land-maks  in  the  port 
of  Chefter,  for  the  better  fecurii/ 
of  Shipping. 

7^9 
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The  bill  to  explain,  amend,  and 
reduce  into  one  aft,  the  general 
laws  in  being,  for  the  better  pre- 
fervation  of  turnpike  roads. 

The  bill  for  the  further  encou- 
ragement of  the  whale-fiftiery,  car- 
ried on  from  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland, 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  ex- 
portation of  a  certain  quantity  of 
wheat  and  other  articles  to  the  fu- 
gar  colonies  in  America,  and  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  and  other 
fettlements  belonging  to  the  Eaft- 
Indfa  Company. 

The  bill  for  allowing  corn, 
grain,  and  flour,  imported  into 
the  port  of  Prefton,  to  be  landed 
without  payment  of  the  duties. 

The  bill  for  draining,  improv- 
ing, and  preferving  certain  fen 
and  wafle  lands  near  Sandwich. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  and  private  bills. 

By  the  coach  aft  an  additional 
duty  of  20s.  per  annum  is  laid  on 
all  coaches,  berlins,  &c.  except 
hackney-coaches ;  and  a  duty  of 
5I.  per  annum  on  ftages ;  notice 
to  be  given,  and  payment  made, 
agreeable  to  an  aft  20  Geo.  I.  The 
claufe  in  the  faid  aft,  exempting 
perfons  from  paying  for  more  than 
five  carriages,  is  repealed. 

By  the  new  aft  with  refpeft  to 
Hamps,  an  additional  duty  of  is. 
is  laid  on  all  indentures,  bonds, 
&c.  heretofore  liable  to  a  fhilling 
ilamp  ;  an  additional  duty  of  6d. 
on  every  pack  of  playing  cards, 
and  2s.  6d.  on  every  pair  of  dice 
made  for  fale;  an  additional  duty 
of  one  half-penny  on  every  (heet  or 
half-lheet  of  news-paper,  Com- 
miffioners  may  provide  a  new 
fiamp,  to  denote  all  the  feveral  du- 
ties ;  and,  after  July  5,  1776,  all 
vellum, &c.  liable  to  the  new  duty, 
to  be  carried  to  the  ilamp>ofiice^ 


&c.  before  it  is  printed  or  wrote 
on.  Perfons  counterfeiting  ftampi 
to  fufFer  death  as  felons.  Selling 
cards  to  be  played  with,  after  the 
cover  has  been  broke  open,  5I. 
penalty. 

By  returns  made  from  the  gaols 
throughout  the  kingdom,  it  ap- 
pears, that  there  are  upwards  of 
8000  debtors  in  the  different  pri- 
fons  waiting  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  infolvent-aft. 

His  Majefty  went  to  the  , 

houfe  of  peers, and,  after  be-     ^^ 
ing  addreffed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  gave  the  royal 
affent  to  the  following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  to  oblige  the  overfeers 
of  the  poor,  within  the  feveral  pa- 
rifhes  and  places  in  England, 
which  are  not  under  the  provifion 
of  former  afts,  to  make  returns 
upon  oath  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
their  poor. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  mode  of 
puni(hment  of  felons  fentenced  for 
tranfportation,  to  hard  labour  in 
England. 

The  bill  to  difiblve  the  marriage 
of  the  Rev.  John  Jenkins,  with 
Mary  Jenkins,  his  wife. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Duke  of 
St.  Alban*s  eilate,  and  fome  other 
bills. 

And  then  his  Majefty  put  an 
end  to  the  feflions,  by  a  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  ;  which  the  reader  will 
find,  as  alfo  the  Speaker's  addrefs, 
among  our  State  Papers. 

The  new  hall,  called  Free  Ma- 
fon's  Hall,  in  Great  Queen-ftreet, 
Lincoln's-inn -fields,  was  dedicated 
with  great  folemnity  ;  great  num- 
bers of  ftrangers  being  prefent; 
particularly  ladies,  who  were  treat- 
ed with  great  politenefs.  Doftor 
Dodd  preached  the  fermon  on  the 
occafion. 

Being    Holy  Thurfday,   8,400 
charit/ 
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fciiaHty  children,  educated  in  the 
difrerent  fchools  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  met,  and  heard  di- 
vine fervice  performed  at  ChriH- 
Church,  according  to  annual  cuf- 
tom. 

,  The  general  aflembly  of 

^•^  the  church  of  Scotland  met 
at  Edinburgh,  and  chofe  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Ker  their  moderator. 
Lord  Cathcart  was  his  Majefty's 
highcommiffioner  on  the  occafion* 

,  ,  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
^5  •  Old-Bailey,  when  two  cri- 
minals, for  murdering  Jofeph  Pcar- 
fon,  a  cUltom-houfe  officer,  on  the 
i  ith  of  April  lail  ;  two'  for  coin- 
ing, and  fifteen  others  for  various 
other  capital  crimes,  received  fen- 
tence  of  death  ;  forty-one  were 
branded  in  the  hand,*  of  whom  fe- 
veral  were  ordered  to  be  imprifoned 
for  fome  time  ih  Newgate  ;  fouf 
were  ordered  to  be  whipped  ;  and 
eighteen  difcharged  by  proclama- 
tion. With  the  two  coiners  was 
tried  one  Hannah  Horner,  as  an 
acceflary,  who  having  a  fine  child 
about  four  months.old  at  herbreaft, 
greatly  afFeded  the  whole  court. 
On  her  acquittal,  (he  fell  into  tears; 
and  after  paying  her  refpe«5ls  to  thei 
court  and  jury,  firft  embraced  her 
little  innocent;  and  then,  in  a 
kind  of  frenzy,  feized  the  unhappy 
father,  one  of  the  coiners,  in  her 
arms,  and  was  with  difiiculty  difen- 
gaged  from  him,  exprefling  more 
anxiety  for  his  life  than  for  hcf 
Own.  At  the  fame  inftant,  on  the 
convidion  of  the  other  coiner,  a 
well-drefled  young  woman  in  the 
gallery  burft  into  a  loud  fit,  cry- 
ing out  repeatedly  to  the  Lord- 
mayor  and  judges,  "  Gentlemen, 
fpare  my  father  1  mercy  !  mercy  ! 
to   my  dear   father  !"    and    then 
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falling  down  on  the  floor,  was  car- 
ried out  of  court  in  great  agonies. 

The  two  murderers  were  .exe- 
cuted on  thp  27th.  The  poor  maa 
they  had  murdered  was  one  of  four 
cuftom-houfe  officers,  who,  having 
previous  intelligence  that  a  quan- 
tity of  tea  was  to  be  run  in  the 
night,  way-laid  the  fmugglTs, 
near  Deptford  turnpike  ;  but  pofii* 
bly  the  fame  perfon  who  g'^ve  t^ie 
information  to  the  officers  might 
alarm  the  fmugglers,  who, having 
made  th^mfelves  drunk  for  mif- 
chief,  inftead  of  running  the  icr, 
armed  themfelves  with  clubs  and 
bludgeons  to  hunt  the  officers  ;  the 
unfortunate  deceafed  was  overtakea 
in  the  purfuit,  an^^  beat  fo  unmer- 
cifully, that  he  died,  after  being 
conveyed  to  the  hofpital,  in  great 
agonies.  They  were  convicled  on 
the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  ;  but 
there  were  other  corroborating 
proofs  againlt  them,  though  none 
to  their  being  the  identical  perfons 
who  gave  the  blows.  One  Gipfy 
George,  a  noted  fmuggler^  was 
their  employer,  and  hired  the  whole 
gang,  twenty  in  number,  to  pur- 
fuc  the  officers. 

Moftof  the  other  capital  convi<Jls 
were  refpited  ;  the  relh,  of  whom 
the  two  coiners,  and  an  elderly 
man,  for  being  concerned  with  his 
fon  in  robbing  the  fon*s  mailer, 
made  a  part ;  with  another  con- 
vifted  in  February  feffions  for  writ- 
ing ?.  threatening  letter,  when  un- 
der fentence  of  transportation  in 
Newgate,  to  the  profecutor  of  a 
fellow  prifoner  ;  were  executed  ac 
-Tyburn  the  17th  of  July.  The 
criminal,  for  writing  the  threaten- 
ing letter,  had  been  kept  back  for 
the  opinion  of  the  judges,  on  a 
point  of  kw.  The  youth  con- 
i:^]  vidlei 
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vifted  of  robbing  his  mafter,  was 
faved  in  confrquence  of  a  recom- 
mendation by  the  jury,  as  it  ap- 
peared he  had  been  put  on  by  his 
father  ;  and  of  a  petition  after- 
wards prefented  to  the  king  by  his 
grandmother,  a  poor  woman  of 
eighiy-two;  whom  his  Majefty 
perceiving  to  totter  as  ihe  ap- 
proached him,  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  go  and  meet. 

,  Being  the  anniverfary  of 

^9^"*  the  reftoration  of  Charles  I  [. 
the  fame  was  obferved  as  ufual. 

Afudden  fire  broke  out,  at  noon- 
day, at  Bellon,  in  Rutlandihire,  by 
which  27  houfes  were  confumed, 
befides  barns,  out-houfe?,  and  gra- 
naries, and  more  than  170  perfons 
reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs.  It 
was  occafioned  by  a  girl's  throwing 
hot  afhes  into  a  back  yard,  which 
kindled  the  litter  and  fet  an  out- 
houfe  on  fire. 

T^hey  write  from  Vienna,  that 
fince  the  power  of  the  monks  is 
fallen,  the  clouds  of  ignorance  are 
diffipated,  and  toleration  has  proved 
that  the  difference  of  religion  does 
not  either  weaken  the  love,  or  leflen 
the  fidelity,  of  fubjefts,  or  fow  the 
leaftdiffenfion  among  them;  if  they 
areequally  well  ufed.  By  an  impe- 
rial edift  lately  publifhed  in  Hun- 
gary, it  is  faid  to  be  enafted,  Firft, 
that  no  fick  proteftant  fhall  for  the 
future  be  obliged  to  have  a  catho- 
lic prieft.  2d,  The  latter  are  for- 
bid  going  to  the  fick  proteftants, 
unlefs  they  are  called  by  the  fick 
perfons,  their  relations, or  proteftant 
friends.  3d,  The  proteftants  Ihall 
not  for  the  future  be  obliged  to 
have  acatholicprieft  to  attend  their 
funerals.  4th,  If  a  prieft  is  called 
upon  on  fuch  an  occafion,  he  fhall 
be  obliged  to  fmg  fuch  canticles 


as  the  proteftants  ftiall  chufff, 
5th,  All  catholic  fchool-mafters, 
&c.  are  forbid  to  put  fuch  books 
into  the  hands  of  their  pupils,  as 
treat  of  different  doftrines  from 
that  which  their  parents  profefs, 
under  pain  of  lofing  their  employ- 
ments. 6th,  All  proceffions,  &c. 
which  take  up  more  than  one  day, 
are  abfolutely  forbid.  7th,  When 
proceffions  are  made  in  cities,  the 
proteftants  Ihall  not  be  obliged  to 
affift  at  them  ;  consequently  they 
are  not  to  be  invited,  or  puniftied 
for  not  coming.  By  thefe  means 
all  diforder,  animofity,  and  pro- 
fanation will  be  put  an  end  to. 

Several  Spanifti  frigates  having 
been  fent  from  Acapulco  to  make 
difcoveries,  and  propagate  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Indians  to  the 
north  of  California;  in  the  month 
of  July,  1774,  they  navigated  as 
high  upon  the  coaft  as  the  latitude 
58  deg,  20  min.  fix  degrees  above 
Cape  Blanco.  Having  difcovered 
feveral  good  ports,  and  navigable 
rivers,  upon  the  weft  coaft  of  ihi? 
great  continent,  they  eftabliftied  in 
one  of  the  largeft  ports,  a  garrifon, 
and  called  the  port  Prefidio  de  San 
Carlos ;  and,  befides,  left  a  mifljon 
at  every  port  where  inhabitants 
were  to  be  found.  The  Indians 
they  here  met  with,  are  faid  to  be 
a  docile  fort  of  people,  agreeable 
in  their  countenance,  honeft  in 
their  traffic,  and  neat  in  their  drefs, 
but  at  the  fame  time  idolaters  to 
the  greateft  degree,  having  never 
before  had  any  intercourfe  with  Eu- 
ropeans. M.  Buccarelli,  viceroy  of 
New  Spain,  has  received  his  ca- 
tholic majefty 's  thanks  for  thefe  dif- 
coveries, as  they  were  made  under 
his  direftion,  and  the  feveral  navy 
officers  upon  that  fervice  have  been 
preferred. 
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preferred.  It  Is  imagined  that 
thofe  new  difcoveries  will  be  very 
advantageous,  as  the  coall  abounds 
with  whales,  as  alfo  a  filh  equal  to 
the  Newfoundland  cod,  known  in 
Spain  by  the  name  of  Baccalao. 

At  the  late  Lent  aflizes  of  Mary- 
borough, in  Ireland,  twelve  of  the 
deluded  people  called  White-boys 
were  capitally  convifled  on  a  late 
aft,  and  ordered  fcr  execution.  By 
this  a6l,  perfons  found  in  arms,  day 
or  night,  in  any  difguife,  or  di- 
ftinguiftied  by  any  name  other  than 
their  ufual  name,  are  liable  to  cor- 
poral puniftiment,  fine,  or  impri- 
fonment  ;-—— perfons  maiming, 
wounding,  (hooting  at,  threaten- 
ing the  perfon,  or  deftroying  the 
property,  of  another,  or  compelling 
him  tojoin  in  any  criminal  offences, 
are  puniftiable  with  death  ;— per- 
fons forcibly  entering  thedwelling- 
houfes  of  others  in  the  night,  or 
caufing  any  door  to  be  opened,  any 
arms,  ammunition,  or  other  goods, 
or  chattels  to  be  feized,  are  pu- 
nifhable  with  death  ;—— aiding, 
abetting,  or  concealing  any  fuch 

perfons,  is  death  ; and  perfons 

killing  or  maiming  fuch  offenders 
in  purfuing  or  apprehending  them, 

are  indemnified, All  damages 

done  by  fuch  offenders  are  to  be 
made  good  by  affeffment  in  the 
diftricl  where  the  damage  is  fuf- 
tained.  Magiftrates  are  empow- 
ered to  fearch  for  and  feize  all 
arms,  &c.  in  the  poffeilion  of  pa- 
pifts  or  reputed  papifts ;  and  per- 
fons under  fuch  denomination  are 
liahie  to  corporal  punishment,  fine, 
and  imprilonment,  for  concealing 
arms,  ammunition,  &c.  The  adk, 
however,  allows  time  for  crimi- 
nals  to  furrender  and  receive  par- 
don ;  and  enads,  that  no  confef- 


fion  that  may  be  then  made,  (hall 
be  brought  in  evidence  againft  any 
perfon  fofurrendering  and  pleading 
pardon. 

On  the  15th  inftant,  Ellin  El- 
lis, aged  72,  and  who  had  been 
married  46  years,  was  brought  to 
bed,  at  the  Four  Croffes,  Den- 
bigh(hire.  She  has  had  twelve 
children  by  the  fame  father,  the 
oldeilwas45,  and  the  youngelt,  be- 
fore the  laft,  25  years  of  age.  The 
lait  was  llill-born,  owing,  as  it  is 
imagined,  to  the  mother's  being 
frightened  by  a  brute  of  a  fellow 
telling  her  a  fortnight  before,  that, 
if  flie  was  with  child,  it  muft  be 
by  the  devil.  This  is  fo  remark- 
able an  event,  that  her  pregnancy 
was  much  called  in  queftion.  Both 
Ihe  and  her  hufoand  looked  very 
infirm. 

Died,  the  ift  inftant,  William 
Smith,  Efq;  aged  98,  at  Seven- 
Oaks,  Kent.  He  has  left  an  only 
fon,  his  heir,  who  is  upwards  of 
60. 

The  gth.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Ric 
aby,  holier,  in  the  Borough.  Her 
death  wasoccafioned  by  a  fharperU 
coming  in  to  her  on  a  pretended 
meffage,  and  haftily  telling  her  that 
her  hufband  was  dropt  down  dead 
at  Camberwell. 

The  29th,  Nicholas  Price,  Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Kinfale. 
As  he  was)  walking  along  Dame- 
ftreet,  Dublin,  he  ftruck  a  maa 
that  met  him,  and  who  he  faid  had 
jollied  him  againft  the  wall,  a  blow 
or  two  with  his  cane.  The  man, 
whether  he  knew  the^  governor  or 
not,  never  returned  the  blow,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  taking  the 
cane  with  which  he  had  been 
ftruck  ;  when  the  governor  imme- 
diately fell  againlt  the  wall  and 

[iTJ  2  cxjpired. 
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expired.  Several  furgeons were fent 
for,  who  attempted  to  bleed  him, 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  It  is  pre- 
fumed  he  burll  a  blood  veffel  in 
his  paiHon. 


JUNE. 

rt  Some    experiments   were 

tried  at  Woolwich  before 
Lord  Vifcount  Townlhend,  Lord 
Amherft,  Generals  Harvey  and 
De^aguliers,  and  a  number  of  other 
officers,  with  a  rifle  gun,  upon  a 
newconllruftion,  by  Capt.  Fergu- 
fon,  of  the  70th  regiment ;  when 
that  gentleman,  under  the  difad- 
vantages  of  a  heavy  rain  and  a 
high  wind,  performed  the  follow- 
ing four  things,  none  of  which  had 
ever  before  been  accompliftied  with 
any  other  fmall  arms,  ift.  He  fired 
during  four  or  five  minutes  at  a 
target,  at  200  yards  diftance,  at 
the  rate  of  four  fhots  each  minute, 
2dl^,  He  fired  fix  fhots  in  one  mi- 
nute. 3dly,  He  fired  four  times 
per  minute,  advancing  at  the  fame 
time  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  in 
the  hour.  4th]y,  He  poured  a 
bottle  of  water  into  the  pan  and 
barrel  of  the  piece  when  loaded, 
fo  as  to  wet  every  grain  of  the 
powder,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a 
xninute  fired  with  her  as  well  as 
ever,  without  extracting  the  ball. 
He  alfo  hit  the  bull's  eye  at  100 
yards,  lying  with  his  back  on  the 
ground;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
unequalnefs  of  the  wind  and  wet- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  he  only  miffed 
the  target  three  times  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  experiments. 
The  captain  has  fince  taken  out 
a  patent  for  the  faid  improve aients. 


It  paffed  the  great  feal  on  the  4tk 
of  December  following. 

Some  weeks  ago,  a  merchant  in 
Dublin  was  charged,  before  the 
privy  council  of  Ireland,  with  be- 
ing concerned  in  fhipping  ammu- 
nition and  warlike  flores  for  Ame- 
rica ;  and  the  captain  of  the  Ihip 
Hancock  and  Adams,  with  re- 
ceiving the  fame.  The  merchant 
was  difcharged  for  want  of  direft 
proof,  but  the  captain  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate. 

Two  addreffes  from  the  , 
general  affembly  of  the  ^ 
church  of  Scotland  ;  one  on  the 
difturbances  in  America,  the  other 
expreffing  their  congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  another  princefs,  ap- 
peared in  the  London  Gazette. 

Being  his  majefty*s  birth-day, 
who  then  entered  into  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  their  ma- 
jeflies  received,  at  St.  James's,  the 
compliments  of  a  numerous  and 
brilliant  court  on  that  occafion. 
[For  the  ode  performed  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  pleafe  to  turn  to  our  article 
of  poetry  for  this  year.] 

Came  on  at  Guildhall,  before 
Mr,  Juflice  Afton,  a  caufe  between 
Thomas  Eden  and  Chrillophcr 
Court,  of  London,  tobacco  mer- 
chants, plaintiffs,  and  the  com- 
pany of  wharfingers,  defendants* 
The  aftion  was  brought  for  reco- 
very of  damages  fuftained  on  board 
the  wharfingers  lighters  to  and 
from  different  fhips  loaded  with 
tobacco ;  which  being  plainly 
proved  to  have  been  occafioned  by- 
want  of  proper  covering,  or  other 
neceffary  care  on  the  part  of  the 
wharfinger,  a  verdid  was  given  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  with  full 
cofls  of  fuit,  after  a  hearing  of  five 
hours. 

5  th.  Was 
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,  "Was  tried  in  the  court  of 

5*"*  King's  -  Bench,  at  Guild- 
hall, before  Lord  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  an  adion  brought  up. 
on  a  bond,  wherein  the  governors 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital  were  plain- 
tiffs, and  a  perfon  who  had  con- 
traded  to  furnifh  the  faid  hofpital 
with  meat,  defendant,  to  recover 
a  penalty  annexed  to  a  breach  of 
performance  of  the  contrad.  The 
defendant  had  undertaken  by  bond 
to  deliver  good  ox  beef,  inftead  of 
which  he  had  fubftituted  bull  beef, 
and  bulUitag  beef,  both  of  which 
were  faid  to  be  of  an  inferior  qua- 
lity. To  prove  this,  a  late  fer- 
vant  of  the  defendant  was  called, 
who  pofitively  fwore,  that  he  then 
often  delivered  the  meat  at  the 
hofpital  from  his  mafter,  and  that 
amongft  it  was  a  quantity  of  the 
two  different  inferior  forts  above 
mentioned.  The  counfel,  after 
crofs-examining  the  witnefTcs,  con- 
tended, that,  as  the  defendant's 
bills  for  the  objedlionable  meat 
had  been  properly  pafTed,  it  was 
thereby  proclaimed  to  be  agree- 
able to  the  contra£l,and  had  wiped 
away  all  imputation  of  fraud.  But 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  charge  to  the 
jury,  combated  this  frivolous  and 
evafive  plea  with  equal  humanity 
and  juftice.  He  remarked  upon 
the  iniquity  of  pradifing  a  fraud, 
in  the  very  article  of  life,  upon  fo 
extenfive  a  charity.  As  to  the  de- 
fence fet  up,  there  was  no  colour 
to  render  it  of  any  force  ;  though 
the  bills  had  been  pafled,  it  was 
evident,  that  thofe  who  audited 
ihem  were  impofed  on  ;  but  how- 
ever that  might  be,  his  lordfhip 
acquainted  the  jury,  that  it  was  no' 
matter  for  their  confideration  ;  if 
;hey   >ye^:e  fatisfied  ^  fraud  had 


been  committed  by  the  defendant 
upon  the  hofpital,  they  would  find 
a  verdift  for  the  plaintiffs.  The 
jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
gave  a  verdid  of  one  hundred 
pounds  damages. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  ^  , 
morning,  a  violent  fhock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Gib- 
raltar, both  alhore  and  on  board 
the  fhips  in  the  harbour  :  it  lafted 
about  fifty  feconds  ;  but,  happily, 
neither  the  houfes  nor  the  forti- 
fications received  any  damage. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  King*s- 
Bench,  at  Guildhall,  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherein  Natha- 
niel Lane,  of  the  city  of  London, 
grocer,  was  plaintiff,  and  a  fchool- 
mafter,  or  mafter  of  an  academy, 
near  Barnard's  Caftlein  Yorklhire, 
defendant.  The  adion  was  brought 
by  the  plaintiff  againft  thq  defen- 
dant, to  recover  a  fatisfaftion  for 
the  defendant's  negled  of  the 
plaintifFs  fon,  who  had  been  en- 
trufted  to  his  care,  particularly 
with  regard  to  a  fwelling  in  the 
child's  arm,  which  happened  while 
at  his  fchool  ;  by  which  negleft 
the  child  nearly  loft  the  ufe  of  it.— 
The  jury,  without  going  out  of 
court,  gave  a  verdid  for  the  plain- 
tiff, with  50 1.  damages  and  cofts 
of  fuit. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Afkefund,  fituated  in  the  middle 
of  the  province  of  Nericia,  in 
Sweden.  It  reduced  to  afties  all 
that  little,  but  rich  and  populous, 
town,  not  excepting  the  public 
buildings,  and  the  iron  manu- 
fadories,  even  thofe  of  Nagels. 
Two  old  women  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

The  Jews  of  the  city  of  Mantlu^ 
having  aftembled  not  long  fince  in  a 
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large  room  up  three  pair  of  ftairs, 
to  celebrate  a  wedding,  and  there 
being  a  great  Jiumber  of  guefts, 
the  weight  of  them  broke  down 
that  floor,  and  thofe  underneath, 
quite  to  the  cellar,  by  which  un* 
happy  accident  (ixty  -  fix  perfons 
were  killed,  and  lixteen  or  feven- 
teen  dangeroufly  wounded.  The 
bride  and  her  mother  were  among 
the  former ;  but  the  bridegroom, 
whofe  name  was  Finzi,  not  being 
arrived  when  the  accident  hap- 
pened, efcaped  the  fate  of  his  re- 
lations and  friends, 
g  ,  The  provincials  failed  in 

a  very  bold  attempt  to 
furprize  the  king's  troops,  at  a 
place  called  the  Three  Rivers,  in 
Canada,  with  the  lofs  of  two  hun- 
dred prifoners,  befides  thofe  killed 
and  wounded  ;  and  next  day,  the 
main  body  of  them  began  their 
retreat  from  Canada,  burning  in 
their  way,  every  fort  through 
which  they  paiTed. 

General  Richard  Smith,  and 
Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efqrs.  the 
late  members  for  Hihdon,  were 
brought  before  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  order  to  receive  fentence, 
having  before  been  convi(5led  of 
bribery  at  the  laft  general  eleftion  ; 
when  Sir  Richard  Allon  prefaced 
their  fentence  with  a  pathetic 
fpeech,  in  which  he  expatiated  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  as,  by 
violating  the  freedom  of  eledion, 
and  corrupting  the  eledors,  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  the  mod  per- 
.feft  in  the  world,  could  only  be 
undone;  that  the  crime  of  which 
they  had  been  guilty  was  aggra- 
vated by  the  tendency  it  had  to 
lead  thf  ignorant  and  unwary  to  the 
commiffion  of  that  horrid  and  foul 
fin  of  perjury,  the  only  barrier  be- 
tween God  and  man.     From  the(e 


and  other  reafons  equally  forcible, 
he  inferred  the  neceffity  of  an  ex-, 
emplary  punifliment,  and  adjudged 
them  to  pay  a  fine  of  looo  marks 
each  {666  I.  13  s.  4d.)  to  the  king, 
and  to  fufFer  fix  months  imprifon- 
ment  ;  and  one  of  them,  (General 
Smith)  at  the  expiration  thereof, 
to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of 
lOOG  1.  himfelf,  and  two  fecurities 
in  500I.  each,  for  his  good  beha^ 
viour  for  three  years. 

The  day  following,  one  of  the 
voters  at  the  fame  elcdlion  was 
brought  before  the  fame  court,  to 
receive  fentence  for  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury,  in  his  evidence  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons  ;  when 
he  received  fentence  to  ftand  on 
and  in  the  piilory,  with  a  paper  on 
his  forehead  fignifying  his  crime— - 
Wilfuland  Corrupt  Perjury-r-twice 
in  the  town  of  Ilindon  on  market 
days,  between  eleven  and  two  j 
t"he  firft  time  to-morrow  fe'nnight, 
and  the  fecond  the  Thurfday  fol- 
lowing. And,  accordingly,  on 
Wednefday  the  19th  foilowing, 
he  was  brought  from  the  King's 
Bench  prifon  to  Fiftierton  gaol, 
Wiltftiire,  and  on  Thurfday  was 
carried  to  Hindon,  where  he  was 
placed  in  the  pillory  for  the  firft 
time.  He  was  met  on  the  road 
by  a  number  of  his  friends,  with 
two  flags,  and  blue  ribbons  in  their 
hats.  The  populace  treated  him 
very  favourably,  their  attention 
being  taken  off,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  a  perfon  mounted  on  a 
flool,  who  fung  and  fold  a«  elec- 
tion ballad,  much  to  their  enter- 
tainment. He  was  brought  back 
to  Fiftierton  gaol  in  the  evening, 
and  is  to  undergo  the  remainder 
of  his  fentence  the  Thuriday  fol- 
lowing. 

^t  Qonglcton,  in  Ch^fliire,   one 
5  ;^Jcelton^ 
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Skclton,  a  journeyman  faddler, 
after  having  been  long  in  a  ftate 
of  defpondency,  cut  his  throat. 
Though  he  had  entirely  fevered 
his  windpipe,  he  lived  upwards  of 
five  hours  in  that  deplorable  ilate  ; 
during  which  time  he  made  figns 
for  a  pen  and  ink,  and  wrote  in 
very  legible  charadlers,  the  fol- 
lowing words:  **  I  am  to  let  you 
know,  that  I  was  not  right  when  I 
did  this:  take  care  to  ferve  God 
as  you  ought."  He  died  in  the 
greateft  agonies. 

,  A    rule  brought  by  the 

•  mayor  of  Cambridge  to  dif- 
franchife  near  fifty  honorary  free- 
men of  that  town  was  argued  in  the 
courtof  King's-Bench,  when  Lord 
Mansfield,  after  hearing  the  feve- 
ral  arguments,  was  pleafed  to  dif- 
charge  the  rule  with  colls, 

A  countryman  and  his  wife,  who 
went  to  the  bank  to  change  a  note 
of  50 1.  being  obferved  by  a  {harper 
to  oe  Grangers,  he  clapped  a  pen 
behind  his  ear ;  aflced  them  what 
they  wanted  ;  took  the  note;  and, 
bidding  them  Hay  where  they 
were  till  he  brought  the  money, 
walked  off  with  it. 

At  night,  Drury  Lane  Theatre 
was  clofed,  for  the  prefent  feafon, 
with  the  comedy  of  the  Wonder, 
in  which  Mr,  Garrick  made  his 
lall  theatrical  appearance  in  Don 
Felix,  generoufly  giving  the  pro- 
fits of  the  night,  as  a  fecond  be- 
nefit this  year,  to  the  Charitable 
Fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  players, 
fee.  belonging  to  that  houfe,  when 
out  of  employment,  fick,  or  other- 
wife  difabled.  His  perfc^rmance 
was  inimitable;  never  were  the 
paflions  of  love,  jealoufy,  rage, 
6cc.  fo  highly  coloured,  or  admi- 
rably fee  oH :  in  ihorC|  he  finiihed 


his  comic  courfe  with  as  high  a 
theatrical  climax,  as  he  had  done, 
the  Saturday  before,  his  tragic 
one. 

At  lad,  the  play  being  ended, 
during  which  cwery  performer 
feemed  to  exert  his  greateft  abili- 
ties, came  the  awful  criiis,  when 
the  Rofcius  of  this  country  was  to 
take  leave  of  the  town  in  his  pub- 
lic capacity.  The  fcene  was  too 
diftreffing  to  be  defcribed.  Let 
the  reader  conceive  this  univerfal 
favourite,  imprefled  with  all  thofe 
nicer  feelings  which  his  peculiar 
fituation  mull  call  forth,  advancing 
forwards,  to  bid  farewell  to  that 
publicwhich  feemed  univerfally  to 
lament  that  they  (hould  be  the  me* 
lancholy  witnefTes  of  their  own 
great  lofs.  Then,  after  a  (hort 
paufe,  as  foon  as  he  recovered  a 
little  from  the  firfl  Ihock,  he  thu* 
addrefTed  the  audience. 

«  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
'  It  has  been  cuilomary  with 
perfons  under  my  circumllances, 
to  addrefs  you  in  a  farewell  epi- 
logue. I  had  the  fame  intention, 
and  turned  my  thoughts  that  way  ; 
but  indeed  I  found  myfelf  then  as 
incapable  of  writing  foch  an  epi- 
logue, as  I  ihould  be  now  of  fpeak- 
ing  it. 

*  The  jingle  of  rhyme,  and  the 
language  of  fidlion,  would  but  ill 
fuit  my  prefent  feelings. 

*  This  is  to  me  a  very  awful  mo- 
ment ;  it  is  no  lefs  than  parting 
for  ever  with  thofe  from  whom  I 
have  received  the  greateft  kindnefs 
and  favours,  and  upon  the  fpoc 
where  that  kindnefs  and  thofe  fa^ 
vours  were  enjoyed, 

[Here  for  a  moment  he  was  unable 
to  proceed,  until  relieved   by  a 
flood  of  tears,] 
[K]  i  *  Whatever 
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*  Whatever  may  be  the  changes 
of  my  future  life,  the  deep  im- 
prefTion  I  have  of  your  kindnefs, 
will  always  remain  here,  [putting 
his  hand  to  his  breaft]  fixed  and 
unalterable. 

'  I  will  very  readily  agree  to  my 
fucceflors  having  more  Ikill  and 
ability  for  their  ftatiln  than  1 
Lave  ;  but  I  defy  them  all  to  take 
more  finceie,  and  more  uninter- 
i*upted  pains  for  your  favour,  or  to 
be  more  truly  fenfible  of  it,  than 
is  your  moll  obedient  and  grateful 
fervant.* 

Here  he  retired,  crowned  with 
never-fading  laurels,  amidft  the 
blended  tears  and  acclamations  of 
the  moft  brilliant  theatre  that  ever 
was  aiTembled. 

As  this  retreatof  Mr.  Garrick's 
from  the  Hage  muft  ever  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  interelHng  epocha  in 
the  Hillory  of  the  Britifti  Drama, 
we  have  added,  in  our  appendix, 
a  Ihort  review  of  Mr.  Gafrick's 
theatrical  reign,  with  fome  parti- 
culars of  the  former  part  of  his 
life,  as  it  feems  to  have  been 
drawn  up  by  an  able  and  impartial 
hand. 

Mr.  Garrick,  fome  months  be- 
fore this,  fold  his  ihare  of  Drury- 
Lane  Theatre  for  350D0I.  to  Dr. 
f()f6,  Mr.  Ewart,  ,  Mr.  Linjey, 
and  ?v'Ir.  Richard  Sheridan  ;  when 
the  new  proprietors,  of  their  own 
accord,  ilipulated,  that  Mr.  Gar- 
rick Ihoulti  continue  to  keep  that 
box  which  had  of  late  years  been 
fet  apart  for  the  accommodation  of 
jiis  family.  Thefe  particulars  Mr. 
(Garrick  intimated  a  ft  w  days  after, 
;by  anfwering  in  the  part  of  Abel 
prugger,  on  being  afked  if  he  had 
any  intereil  at  the  theatre,  '*  I  haJ 
fome;  I  don't  know  what  I  majf 


I2th, 


One    Robert    Knowles,  , 

confined  in  Newcalile  gaol,  ^  ^  ^ 
for  ftealing  a  letter  out  of  the  poft- 
office,  in  which  were  inclofed  twQ 
bank  notes,  value  100 1.  found 
means  to  make  his  efcape  by  a 
very  fimple  ftratagem.  Being  ill, 
he  had  been  indulged  by  his 
keeper  to  fleep  without  irons  ;  in 
the  mean  time,  the  turnkey  going 
in  as  ufual  to  fee  that  all  was  fafe 
before  he  locked  up,  and  obferving 
a  bundle  in  Knowles's  cell,  began 
to  examine  it;  but,  while  he  was 
ftooping  with  his  back  to  the  door, 
the  prifoner  flipped  out  and  locked 
the  door  after  him,  leaving  the 
turnkey  prifoner,  and  fetting  him- 
felf  at  large. 

Acommon  wild  duck  was 
now  fitting  upon  nine  eggs, 
in  an  oak-tree,  near  Mr.  New- 
ington's,  at  Etchingham,  in  Suf-? 
fex,  about  twenty  five  feet  from 
the  ground.  Upon  a  pcrfon's  get- 
ting up  to  the  eggs,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  fome  fmall  twigs  laid 
crofs-wife,  the  old  duck  left  them, 
but  fgon  after  returned  with  the 
mallard,  both  of  which  kept  ho^ 
vering  about  the  tree  till  the  man 
had  quitted  it  ;  when  the  duck 
immediately  dropped  on  her  eggs, 
and  has  continued  to  fit  very  ciofe 
ever  fince. 

The  famous  caufe  of  IVIr.  , 

3ruckihaw  came  on  before  ''  * 
Lord  Mansfield,  when  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdiA  for  the  plain- 
tiiF,  with  five  pounds  damages  ; 
and  the  21ft  following,  thequellion 
refpe(51ing  the  rule,  upon  which 
Mr.  Bruckfhaw  changed  his  venue 
from  Lincoln  to  London,  was  ar- 
gued in  the  fame  court,  when  Lord 
Mansfield  declared,  that  the  chang- 
ing the  venue  did  not  entitle  the 
defendant  to  a  nonfuit. 

I^th.  ThcJ 
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,  The    Coventry    waggon 

H^»«  going  through  Brick  Hill, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  was  fet  on 
fire  by  the  fridion  of  the  axle-tree, 
and  three  barrels  of  gunpowder 
among  the  loading  took  fire,  by 
which  the  goods  were  blown  up  in 
the  air,  and  totally  deilroyed,  to 
the  amount  of  one  thoufand 
pounds^ 

,  The  crew  of  a  mackerel 

'^  boat,  which  by  an  accident 
ftarted  a' plank  in  her  bottom,  had 
a  moft  miraculous  efcape.  As  the 
only  means  cf  faving  their  lives 
they  cut  away  the  mails.  Sec,  and 
had  jutt  got  a  raft  of  ihem  knit  to- 
gether, when  the  boat  funk.  On 
this  raft  they  remained  nine  hours, 
without  being  obferved  by  the 
boats  with  which  they  were  fur- 
l-oundedj  who  all  went  away  with- 
out affording  them  any  relief; 
when  providentially  a  fhip  at  three 
miles  dillance 'defcried  them,  and 
bearing  down  to  them,  took  them 
on  board.  Ha,ppily  the  fea  had 
been  calm  moll  part  of  the  time  ; 
{)ut,  when  they  were  taken  on 
iaoard,  the  weather  altered. 

His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefly  has 
lately  given  orders  to  augment  the 
pay  of  all  the  officers  who  were  re- 
duced in  1774,  and  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  that  may  happen  in  the 
jlanding  re^rimentj  with  fuch  of 
them  as  are  foqi^d  fi,t  for  immediate 
fervice.  • 

17th  About  Antwerp  and  its 
''  '  neighbourhood,  there  broke 
forth  a  moft  violent  ftorm,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  of 
the  fize  of  a  hen's  epg,  together 
with  great  pieces  of  ice,  which  not 
only  broke  all  the  windows  to  the 
fouth,  but  deRroyed  all  the  truit 
on  the  trees.  The  hail  was  fo  vio- 
lent, th^t  men,  horfes,  &c.  were 
Ifnocked  do\yn   by   it,   and   very 


much  hurt.  This  ftorm  was  alfo 
feltatDefchel,  Rethy,  Arendork, 
and  Dieft,  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  principality  of  Liege.  Public 
prayers  were  foon  after  offered  up 
to  avert  fuch  calamities  for  the  fu-<- 
ture. 

There  was  a  great  failing  match 
on  the  Thames  for  a  filver  cup  of 
twenty  guineas,  given  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  ;  and  it  filled  the 
river  like  a  fecond  regatta, 

A  motion  was  made  in  a  t 

court  of  directors  of  the  ^ 
Eaft  -  India  Company,  that  the 
company  fhould  indemnify  Mr. 
Verelft  for  any  damages  he  may 
have  become  liable  to,  on  account 
oftheaftion  brought  againft  him 
by  Mr.  Rafael  and  another  Arme- 
nian ;  when,  after  fome  debates  re- 
lative to  fgrms,  (for  the  court  was 
almoft  unanimous  in  the  propriety 
of  indemnifying  Mr.  Verelft,  it 
being  evident  that  he  afted  merely 
in  conformity  to  what  he  thought 
was  his  duty  to  the  company,  and 
from  no  motive  either  of  intereftor 
enmity  to  the  Armenians),  the 
matter  was  agreed  to,  and -referred 
for  confirmation  to  a  general  court, 
where  it  was  accordingly  propoled 
on  the  27th following.  Mr.Creigh- 
ton  now  objeded  to  the  propofal, 
as  a  matter  altogether  unprece- 
dented. Thequeftion  being,  hpw- 
ever,  put,  it  paffed  unanimoufly 
in  the  affirmative. 

Extraft  from  a  letter,  of  this 
date,  to  General  Howe,  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of 
the  2d  battalion  of  the  71ft  regi- 
ment of  foot,  then  at  Ballon,  into 
which  place  he  had  been  brought 
by  failing  into  the  harbour  for 
want  of  knowing  that  the  place 
had  been  evacuated  by  the  king's 
troops. 

♦?  Since  our  captivity  I  have  the 
honour 
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honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  we 
have  experienced  the  utmoll  civi- 
lity and  good  treatment  from  the 
people  of  power  at  Bofton  ;  tnfo- 
much.  Sir,  that  I  fhould  do  injuf- 
tice  to  the  feelings  of"  generofity, 
did  I  not  give  this  particular  in- 
formation with  pleafure  and  fatif- 
faaion." 

.  Being    Midfummer-day, 

'^  *  a  fecond  conteft  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr,  Hopkins,  for 
the  chamberlainfhip  of  London, 
enfued  at  Guildhall.  It  was  car- 
ried  on,  and  terminated,  in  every 
refpea  almoft,  like  the  firft.  The 
voters  amounted  to  454Z,  of  whom 
2869  were  for  Mr.  Hopkins,  and 
1673  for  Mr,  Wilkes  ;  ^  fo  that 
Mr.  Hopkins  had  a  majority  of 
LI 96.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  rather  more 
bold  and  fevere  in  his  fpeech  after 
the  prefent  eleflion,  than  in  that 
after  the  former.  Among  other 
things,  he  faid,  "  By  the  late  tranf- 
adions,  the  moment  feems  at 
length  arrived,  fo  ardently  wifhed 
by  every  arbitrary  adminiilration, 
ivhen  a  majority  of  the  livery  ap- 
pear to  have  fold  and  furrendcred 
the  capital  to  the  miniftry.  By 
the  creation  of  fo  many  unneceiTary 
lucrative  offices,  the  divifion  and 
fubdivifion  of  contracts,  the  threats 
of  the  opulent  and  infolent  to  the 
neceflitous  and  dependent  tradef- 
men,  and  all  the  captious  promifes 
of  power,  the  greater  number  of 
the  livery  feem  at  prefent  either 
lulled  into  fupinenefs  and  a  fatal 
fecurity,  or  enrolled  among  the 
mercenaries  of  corruption  and  de- 
fpotifm.  No  longer  worthy  the 
name  of  freemen,  they  are  funk 
into  tame,  mean  vaflals,  ignomi- 
nioufly  courting,  and  bowing' their 
necks  to,  the  minifterial  yoke. 
Such,  gentlemen,  it  gives  me  pain 
to  think,  is  the  faithful,  but  melan- 


choly piflure  of  this  once  free  and 
independent  city.  All  public  fpi- 
rit  in  the  capital  is  vifibly  decay- 
ing, and  that  ftern,  manly  virtue 
of  our  fathers,  which  drove  from 
this  land  of  freedom  the  laft  Stuart 
tyrant,  is  held  in  contempt  by  their 
abandoned  offspring.  A  diflblution 
of  the  empire,  ruin,  and  flavery, 
are,  1  fear,  advancing  with  giant 
ftrides  upon  us.  We  are  ripe  for 
deftrudlion.  If  we  are  faved,  it 
will  be  almoft  folely  by  the  courage 
and  noble  fpirit  of  our  American 
brethren,  whom  neither  the  luxu- 
ries of  a  court,  nor  the  fordid  lull 
of  avarice  in  a  rapacious  and  venal 
metropolis,  have  hitherto  corrupt- 
ed. Yet  with  fome  chofen  friends, 
however  few,  I  will,  while  I  live, 
dare  to  oppofe  the  alarming  fatal 
progrefs  of  this  deluge  of  corrup- 
tion and  court  influence,  and  to 
protraft  at  leaft  the  impending 
ruin,  by  continuing  firm  and  in- 
trepid in  the  caufe  of  public  vir- 
tue, and  the  independency  of  the 
capital.** 

Accordingly,  on  the  5th  follow- 
ing,when  the  new  chamberlain  waj 
to  be  fworn  into  office,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Leeprefented  a  proteil  (which, 
by  the  bye,  v.'ould  have  equallymi- 
litated  againfl:  Mr.  Wilkes)  fign, 
ed  by  about  twenty  liverymen,  a- 
gainil  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq;  be- 
ing fworn  into  the  office  of  cham- 
berlain. They  founded  their  ob- 
jedion  upon  a  by-law  of  the  court 
of  common-council,  made  in  the 
year  1572,  which  fays,  '•  That 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  fheriffs, 
and  common-council  of  this  city, 
fhould  not  have  power  to  give  away 
any  office  of  honour  or  emolument 
in  the  city,  to  any  perfon  whatever, 
who  is  not  a  freeman  by  birth  or 
fervitude.**  Upon  this  proteft  be- 
ing read,  and  a  queftion  being  put 

by 
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by  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  which  was 
feconded  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes, 
that  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 
fliould  not  be  fworn  into  his  office, 
very  warm  debates  commenced. 
Sir  Watkin  and  Mr.  Lee  were  the 
principal  fpeakers,  except  a  new 
alderman,  Mr.  Wooldridge,  who 
took  up  the  argument  very  fairly; 
objefled  to  Mr.  Lee's  motion  in 
terms  that  will  ever  do  him  great 
honour;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  fairly  refuted  the  objeftion 
made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Lee;  and 
fhcwed,  that  the  bye-law,  upon 
which  the  objedion  was  founded, 
was  made  merely  to  prevent  the 
Lord-Mayor  and  Court  of  Alder- 
men from  giving  away  the  offices  of 
the  city,  which  the  livery  of  London 
alone  had  a  right  to  bcftow*-»Upon 
this  Mr.  Lee  founded  another  ob- 
jeftion  ;  and  attempted  to  prove, 
that  the  livery  of  London  did  not 
meet  in  common-hall  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  eledions  prior  to  the  year 
157?.  But,  in  this  he  was  alfo 
miftaken  ;  the  recorder  declared, 
that  the  livery  did  eleft  all  their 
officers  before  that  time.  Mr. 
Wooldridge  then  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Hopkins  would 
be  entitled  to  fuch  damages  as  he 
could  prove  to  have  fuiFered  by  the 
refufal  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  to 
fwear  him  in,  when  he  had  been 
declared  by  the  prefiding  officer  of 
that  court  duly  ele<^ed ;  that  the 
court  were  highly  cenfurable  if  they 
did  not ;  and  that,  although  he 
fhould  always  wilh  to  ad  with  thofe 
who  were  the  real  friends  of  the 
conllitution,  yet  he  would  never 
vote  againft  his  confcience  for  any 
man  living.  The  whole  court 
feemt-d  to  approve  of  his  princi- 
ples ;  and  when  the  queftion  was 
fut|    Aldermen    Alfop,   Kennei, 


Plumbe,  RawHnfon,  Thomas, 
Peckham,  Plomer,  Bull,  Hayley, 
Newnham,  and  Clark,  voted  with 
Mr.  Wooldridge  for  fwearing  Mr, 
Hopkins  into  his  oflice;  and  only  ' 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  Mr.  Lee 
oppofed  it. 

After  Mr.  Hopkins  was  fwom 
in,  there  were  two  proceffions  from 
Guildhall  to  the  London  tavern, 
Firfl  an  afs  decorated  with  rib- 
bons, &c.  with  a  fellow  in  an  an^ 
tick  drefs  riding  upon  it,  andfome 
other  of  the  like  llamp  following 
him,  with  light  blue  cockades. 
Then  a  numerous  company  of  Mr. 
Hopkins's  friends  with  purple 
cockades,  headed  by  feveral  alder- 
men, &c.  with  mufic  playing  and 
colours  flying,  on  one  of  which 
was  infcribed,  •*  A  reward  for  ho- 
nefty.'* 

Judgment  was  given  in  , 
the  coort  of  King^s-Bench  ^5^°* 
againft  Francis  Newman,  Efq;,  a 
Juftice  of  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  upon  an  informatioa 
profccuted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baily, 
for  a  mifdemeanor  in  his  office, 
whereof  he  was  found  guilty  at  the 
laft  Taunton  affizes  ;  when  the 
court,  after  a  fevere  reprimand  for 
the  prolHtution  of  his  office,  was 
pleafed  to  pronounce  the  following 
fentence:  that  he  fhould  pay  a 
fine  of  200  1.:  that  application  be 
made  to  the  Lord-Chancellor,  to 
ftrike  him  out  of  the  commiffion  of 
the  peace  for  the  faid  county  :  that 
he  (hould  find  fureties  for  his  good 
behaviour  for  three  years;  him- 
felf  to  be  bound  in  500  1 .  and  his 
fureties  in  250 1.  each;  and  to 
Hand  committed  till  the  above  fine 
is  paid. 

Came  on  in  the  court  , 

of  Common-Pleas,  before       ^7     * 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  de  Grey,  and  a 

fpecial 
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fpecial  jury,  an  aftion  of  damages 
brought  by  Stephen  Sayre,  Eiq; 
againit  William  Henry  Earl  of 
Kochford,  for  an  illegal  feizure  of 
his  papers,  and  f^lfe  imprifonment 
of^is  perfon,  for  treafonable  prac- 
tices, upon  the  information  of  Ad- 
jntant  Richardfon,  on  the  23d  of 
Odober  laft;  when  the  jury,  after 
a  trial  of  fix  hours,  gave  a  verdift 
for  the  plaintiff  (fubjed  to  an 
after-determination,  by  the  fame 
court,  of  two  queftions)  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  damages. 

ift.  Queftion  :  Whether  an  offer 
of  bail,  and  refufal,  was  admiffible 
evidence  on  the  iffue  joined  on  the 
fpecial  plea? 

2d  Queftion  :  Whether  the  eri* 
dence  was  a  fufficient  proof  of  an 
offer  and  refufal  of  bail  to  make 
the  fubfequent  imprifonment  ille- 
gal? 
^  ,  Sir   Peter  Parker    made 

*  an  attack  upon  Sullivan's 
Ifland>  the  key  to  Charles-Town, 
the  capital  of  South-Carolina  ;  but 
was  repulfed  with  great  damage  to 
his  Ihips,  and  great  lofs  of  his 
men.  Among  the  killed  was  the 
brave  Captain  Morris,  commander 
of  the  Brillol  man  of  war,  the  par- 
ticulars of  whofe  death  are  truly 
affeding.  We  fhall  therefore  give 
them  here,  as  communicated  by 
the  furgeon  of  the  (hip.— After 
having  the  two  bones  of  his  fore 
arm  (battered  by  a  chain  (hot,  and 
receiving  a  wound  from  a  ball  in 
his  neck,  he  was  taken  into  the 
cockpit,  where  he  readily  fubmit- 
ted  to  amputation,  which  was  per- 
formed jull  above  the  elbow.  Dur- 
ing the  operation  a  red  hot  ball 
went  through  the  cockpit,  which 
killed  two  of  the  furgeon 's  alii  ft- 
ants,  and  wounded  the  purfer.  Af- 
ter the  confufion  which  this  cir- 
cumftance    occufionsd    was    over^, 


Captain  Morris  infifted  on  htlng 
carried  on  the  quarter-deck  to  re- 
fume  his  command;  which  being 
cdmpiied  with,  he  continued  the 
fight  for  a  confiderable  time  after, 
till  he  was  (hot  through  the  body, 
A  prodigious  efFufion  of  blood  fol- 
lowing, and  his  diflblurion  being 
apparently  at  hand,  one  of  the 
officers  a(ked  him,  if  he  had  any 
diredions  to  give  with  refped  to 
his  family,  to  which  he  heroically 
anfwercd,  **  None !  as  he  left  them 
to  the  providence  of  God,  and  the 
generofity  of  his  country!'*  His 
Majpfty  accordingly,  immediately 
on  receiving  an  account  of  this 
affair,  fent  the  Captain's  widow 
a  handfome  prefent,  and  jfettled  9 
penfioa  on.  her  and  her  children. 

The  commotions  in  Virginia, 
where  the  governor.  Lord  Dun- 
more,  had  aiTembled  a  large  body 
of  black  Haves,  without  prcvioufly 
providing  for  their  fubfiftence, 
proved,  about  the  fame  time,  ano- 
ther very  melancholy  objed  of  the 
public  attention.  His  h^rdihip  was 
called  upon  to  fummon  the  houfe  of 
afi'embly  to  meet,  but  he  was  afraid 
to  truft  them.  He  deferted  his 
palace,  and  took  refuge  on  board  a 
fhip;  and  was  in  the  end  driven 
from  his  government,  after  feeing 
moft  of  the  blacks  who  had  re- 
paired to  him  perilh  for  want  of 
food. 

This  morning  a  dreadful  , 
firebi^okeoutat  Mr.Booth's,  ^9^  • 
one  of  the  King's  meftengers,  in 
Great  Maddox-ftreet,  which  en- 
tirely deftroyed  the  fame,  and  twQ 
houfes  adjv'^ining,  and  greatly  da- 
maged feveral  others,  as  no  water 
could  be  got  for  an  hour  after  it 
broke  out.  Mr.  Booth,  with  hi§ 
wife  and  family,  were  obliged  to 
make  their  efcape  out  of  the  garret 
windows^  oyer  tjie  tp^s  of  feveral 

^lo^fe«^ 


CHRONICLE. 


US7 


houfesrand  Mrs.  Whitwcll,  filler 
to  Sir  John  Griffin  Griffin,  and 
Lady  Welderen,  with  her  maid, 
anhappily  perilhed  in  the  flames. 
The  latter  loft  her  life  by  going 
into  her  bed-chamber  to  look  for 
her  lap-dog;  who,  with  two  cats, 
was  afterwards  found  burnt  like- 
wife  to  death  by  the  remains  of 
her  body.  This  fire  was  near  the 
back  of  the  Lord-Mayor*s  houfe  in 
New  Burlington-ftreet;  and  his 
Lordfliip  attended  the  whole  time, 
encouraging  the  people  to  work  at 
the  engine. 

A  fire  likwife  broke  out  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thonipfon, 
at  Cranfield,  in  Bcafordfhire,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  happened  by  his 
reading  in  bed,  and  falling  afleep 
while  the  candle  was  bujning.  Mr. 
Thompfon  unhappily  perifhed  in 
the  flames.  Let  this  be  a  caution 
againlt  fo  dangerous  a  praftice. 

,  Married     lately,     his 

3°'^-  Royal  Highnefs  Don  Louis, 
of  Spain,  to  Donna  Maria  Terefa 
de  Vallabriga  e  Rofas,  defcended 
from  the  ancient  kings  of  Navarre. 
By  this  match,  though  contrafted 
with  the  exprefs  leave  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  without  lofing  his  fa- 
vour, his  Royal  Highnefs  forfeits 
for  himfelf,  and  his  ifl'ue  by  it,  all 
pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ; 
and  is,  moreover,  forbid  to  bring 
his  wife  to  court. 

George  Harding  of  Chcfter, 
aged  104,  to  Jane  Darlington,  of 
Mollington,  aged  84. 

Died,  the  10th  inftant,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Laithwaite,  at  Newing. 
ton,  formerly  a  Dilfentingminifter, 
aged  100  years  and  2  months. 

Ti^.e  20ih,  A  native  of  Gomofac, 
in  Saintonge,  in  France,  by  trade 
a  goldfmiih,  aged  140  years,  at 
Saintes  ia  the  fame  kiugdom.     He 


took  a  wife  at  79,  and  had  "three 
children  by  her,  all  now  alive,  A 
few  years  before  his  death,  he  fftS- 
fered  a  little  weaknefs  of  light, 
which  was  the  only  complaint  he 
ever  knew. 

The  28th,  Dr.  John  Well,  aa 
eminent  phyfician  at  Worcefter, 
and  well  Ifnown  to  the  literary 
world. 

Lately,  Captain  Gravener,  wh© 
formerly  commanded  the  York  pri- 
vateer; and  in  1745  drove  a  fleet 
of  flat-bottomed  boats,  defigned 
for  an  invaflon,  on  fhore,  oiF  Ca- 
lais, at  Dover. 

Mr?.  Brooks,  aged  100  years, 
all  but  one  month,  at  Wickham, 
Kent. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Price,  aged  104. 
years,  at  Chelfea. 

"Thomas  Allen,  a  penfioner,  in 
the  hundredth  year  of  his  age,  ia 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich, 
He  always  enjoyed  fo  good  a  ftate 
of  health,  as  never  to  remember  a 
day's  illnefs.  He  has  a  daughter 
living  aged  70 

Mrs.  Sarah  Brookman,  widow, 
aged  106  years,  at  Glaltonbury. 

At  Langres.  in  Champagne, 
aged  106  years  and  fome  months, 
a  foldier,  named  Du  Mets,  born  st 
Marie,  in  Picardie,  who  ferved 
under  Louis  XIV.  with  great  ho- 
nour in  the  regiment  of  Royal  Cra- 
vattes,  as  quarter-mafler,  till  the 
year  1712,  when  that  regiment 
was  difl'olved.  He  afterwards  lived 
on  a  very  fmall  income  till  he  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  102,  when  he 
fell  into  the  loweft  indigence,  and 
continued  fo  till  1774,  when  he 
found  a  friend  in  the  colonel  of 
his  former  regiment,  at  whofe  re- 
commendation the  minifter  of  war 
procured  for  him  a  penfion  of  300 
livres,  which  was  continued  by  or- 
der 
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der  ^f  the  prefent  king  till  his 
death. 

At  Weftthorpe,  neaf  Southwell^ 
in  Nbrthamptonfhire,  Mrs.  Doro- 
thy Clarke,  aged  112  yeai-s }  at 
the  age  of  102,  (he  (heared  wheat 
a  whole  day  againll  a  man,  and 
performed  her  work  with  eafe. 

At  Kill-James,  near  Thomas- 
Town,  in  Ireland,  Martha  Jackfon, 
aged  127  years.  She  retained  her 
fenfes  to  the  lad. 

At  ShifFnal,  aged  128,  Mary 
Yates. — She  married  a  third  huf- 
band  at  92,  and  was  hearty  and 
ilrong  at  120  years. 


tft. 


JULY. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  off 
Halifax. 
A  poor  woman,  at  Earls-Hilton, 
Leicefterfhire,  that  could  fcarce 
crawl,  was  cruelly  plunged  in  a 
pond  by  way  of  trying  if  fhe  was 
a  witch  ;  and  might  have  loft  her 
life,  had  it  not  been  for  the  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,  merely  becaufc 
ber  fuffering  blood  to  be  drawn 
from  her  body,  and  bleflirtg  ano- 
cher  poor  woman,  who  was  thought 
to  be  bewitched  by  her,  had  not 
the  delired  effeft. 

Mr.  Kirkman,  lately 
elcfted  into  the  office  of 
flieriff  for  London  and  Middlefex, 
fent  a  letter  to  the  court  of  alder- 
men, wherein  he  pleaded  the  pri- 
vilege of  exemption,  as  a  captain 
in  the  Warwickfhire  militia.  It 
feems,  that,  in  a  claufe  in  the  mi- 
litia ad  of  the  fecond  year  of  the 
prefent  king,  cap.  20.  it  is  enabled, 
'*  That  no  perfon,  during  the  time 
he  (hall  be  ading  as  an  officer  in 
the  militia,  (hall  be  compellable  to 
fcrve  the  offi,ce  of  IherifF.**     This 


Jtd. 


pica  being  wholly  unexpeftcd, 
threw  the  court  into  fomefurprize^ 
the  common  ferjeant  was  called 
upon,  in  the  abfence  of  the  recor- 
der, to  give  his  opinion  ;  but  he 
declined  doing  it  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  his  learned  brother.  The 
court  therefore  referred  the  matter 
to  their  joint  confideration  ;  and 
within  a  few  days  Mr.  Kirkman** 
excufe  was  admitted,  and  Alder- 
man  Plumbe  chofen  in  his  room. 

The  declaration  of  in-  , 
dependence,  iffued  by  the  ^  * 
Continental  Congrefs,  was  read  aC 
the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the 
continental  army,  polled  at  and 
near  New-York,  and  every  wher« 
received  with  loud  huzzas,  &c. 
and  the  fame  evening  the  equeftrian. 
ftatue  of  his  Majelty,  which  had 
been  erefted  in  the  year  1770,  was 
laid  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and 
the  lead  of  it  deftined  to  ferve  as 
bullets.  The  fame  declaration  was 
read  pretty  much  about  the  fame 
time,  in  almoft  every  other  town 
of  the  united  colonies,  and  every 
where  received  with  equal  demon- 
ftrations  of  joy. 

The  Swiftfure,  a  bomb  man  of 
war  on  a  new  conftruftion,  with 
two  bomb-beds,  and  forty  guns, 
was  launched  at  Blackwall. 

An  adion  brought  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke  againft  the  printer  of 
the  Morning  Chronicle,  for  a  libel 
in  the  faid  paper,  was  tried  before 
Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury- 
in  the  court  of  King*s  Bench, 
Weftminfter.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  5000I.  but  the  jury,  after 
having  been  out  near  two  hours, 
gave  a  verdi<^  for  only  20 1. 

Another  adion,  in  which   Mr. 
Hill  of  Tower-Hill,    was   plain- 
tiff, and  Mr.  Pell,  with  other  Mid- 
dlefex juiUces  of  the  peace,  were 
defendants. 
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defendants,  Wis  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  in  the 
court  of  Common-Pleas,  Weftmln- 
fter.  The  adion  charged  the  de- 
fendants with  forcibly  entering  the 
plaintifPs  houfe,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  fearching  for  a  printing 
prefs,  and  certain  papers  refle(fl- 
ing  on  the  proceedings  of  admini- 
flration;  (hamefully  ranfacking  his 
papers  ;  damaging  his  furniture  ; 
alarming  his  family;  and  expofing 
himfelf,  as  an  obnoxious  charafter, 
to  the  infults  of  a  mob.  Two 
refpeflable  witnefles  afcertained 
thefe  fafts;  and  feveral  others  were 
ready  to  confirm  their  evidence; 
but  the  Chief  Juftice  was  fo  clearly 
fatisfied  of  the  facl,  that  he  waved 
all  further  examination  of  the  mat- 
ter. Not  a  fingle  vvitnefs  was  called 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants. 
Upon  this,  the  Chief  Jullice  ob- 
ferved  with  refped  to  the  faft, 
that  it  ftood  uncontradided  ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  therefore,  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  confcious 
of  having  adled  illegally  ;  and  only 
recommended  to  the  jury  to  elli- 
mate  the  damages ;  which  they  ac- 
cordingly did  at  ten  pounds. 

Came  on  to  be  heard,  at  Doc- 
tors-Commons, before  Dr.  Beitef- 
worth.  Chancellor  of  the  diocefe 
of  London,  a  motion,  on  the  part 
of  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  againll  the 
Countefs  of  Briftol,  calling  herfelf 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  purporting 
that  the  court  (hould  decree  a  cita- 
tion to  be  affixed  on  the  Royal- 
Exchange,  &c.  for  the  faid  Coun- 
tefs to  fnew  caufe  why  the  fentence 
pronounced  againll  the  Earl,  for- 
bidding him  to  boaft  himfelf  to 
be  the  hufband  of  the  faid  lady, 
ihould  not  be  declared  null  and 
void,  as  his  lordfliip  is  now  able  to 
prove  his  marriage. 


As  there  was  no  perfon  to  appear 
for  the  lady,  the  judge  expreffed 
his  doubts  in  granting  the  motion. 
As  the  marriage  with  Lord  Briftol 
had  been  determined  by  a  verdift, 
he  could  not  fee  the  reafon  for  com- 
ing to  that  court ;  and  as  every- 
thing was  new,  he  was  apprehen- 
five  of  coUafion  fomewhere  ;  and 
therefore  was  cautious  how  he  pro- 
ceeded. However,  after  hearing 
what  Dr.  Harris,  as  counfel,  and 
Meffieurs  Major  and  Slade,  as 
pro6lors  for  his  lordihip,  had  to 
oft^er,  and  no  appearance  being 
made  by  her  ladyftiip,  or  any 
proftor  for  her,  he  ordered  the  ci- 
tation prayed  for,  returnable  the 
firft  feffion  of  next  term,  to  pafs 
under  feal,  and  to  be  executed  oa 
one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Royal-Ex- 
change, after  the  manner  of  citing 
peers  and  peereffes  refident  out  of 
the  kingdom. 

Came  on  before  the  fame  gen- 
tleman, in  the  fame  court,  a  caufe 
brought  by  a  gentleman  againft  his 
wife,  for  criminal  converfation  with 
a  clergyman  ;  when  the  judge,  af- 
ter hearing  the  evidence  read,  and 
the  advocates  on  both  fides,  pro- 
nounced for  a  divorce.  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  gentleman's 
obtaining  a  verdift  for  3000!.  da* 
mages  in  one  of  the  civil  courts  of 
juftice,  on  the  fame  account. 

The  annual  commemora-  , 

tion  of  founders  and  bene-  ^  * 
favors  was  celebrated  in  the  theatre 
at  Oxford,  Among  other  gentle- 
men who  received  honorary  degrees 
on  this  occafion,  were,  Thomaj 
Hutchinfon,  Efq.  late  governor  of 
Maflachufet*s-Bay,  and  Peter  Oli- 
ver, Efq.  late  deputy-governor. 
The  prizes  given  annually  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  North,  Chan, 
celior  of  the  fame  univerfiiy,  were 

this 
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this  year  adjudged  to  Mr.  Lowth, 
fon  of  the  J<ord  Bilhop  of  Oxford, 
and    Mr.  Cummings,   jun.    both 
Fellows  of  New -College. 
,  ,  Lieut.  Col.  Gordon  was 

fhot  by  a  party  of  rebels,  as 
he  was  taking  the  air  on  horfeback 
near  Chamblee. 

A  court  of  admiralty  was  held 
at  the  feffions-houfe  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  before  Sir  George  Hay, 
judge  of  the  admiralty  court,  and 
Mr.  Juflice  Alhurlt  and  Mr.  Baron 
Perryn,'  when  Alexander  Kidd, 
late  mate  of  the  A  tlan  tic,  was  tried 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Robert 
Jackfon,  a  foremaft  man,  in  the  faid 
fliip,  by  throwing  him  overboard 
in  the  river  Tagus,  near  Lifbon, 
whereby  he  was  drowned :  and 
Thomas  King,  late  Captain  of  the 
Soroy,  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
John  Warren,  a  mariner  in  the 
faid  fhip,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
by  kicking  him  in  the  fide,  where- 
of, it  was  ailed ged,  he  died.  They 
were  both  acquitted. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  Com- 
mon-Pleas, before  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  De  Grey  and  a  fpecial  jury,  a 
caufe,  wherein  an  engraver  and 
printfeiler  was  plaintiff,  and  an 
officer  in  the  army  defendant. 
The  adlion  was  for  the  defendant's 
feducing  the  plaintiff's  daughter, 
a  girl  of  feven teen,  from  the  plain- 
tiff, and  detaining  her  under  a  pro. 
mife  of  marriage.  Thejury  brought 
in  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
800  !•  damages. 

,  On  this  and  the  next  day, 

7  •  General  Howe,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command  from 
Halifax,  landed  on  Staten-Ifland. 
A  very  large  body  of 
journeymen  carpenters  hav- 
ing affembled  in  Stepney-fields,  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  their  wages. 


8th. 


Mr;  Juftice   Sherwood,   who  had 
had  previous  notice  of  fuch  meet- 
ing, with    two  other  magiftrates^ 
Mr.  Blackmore  and  Mr.   Curtis^ 
attended  by  the  high  conftable  and 
'  peace  officers,  immediately  repaired 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  when 
the  men  drew  up  in  a  ring,  and 
received  the  juftices  with  great  re- 
fped,  acquainting  them  with  their 
fuppofed    grievances.   Sec,   and  of 
the  occafion  of  their  meeting.    On 
this     Mr.    Sherwood     told    them, 
that  if  they  would  leave  their  cafe 
at   his  office,   with   any   plan    for 
the  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  he, 
with  the  other  gentlemen,  would 
do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to 
forward  it ;   though  he  feared  noj. 
thing  but  a  bill  in  parliament  to 
regulate  their  wages  would  do,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  weavers.     In  the 
mean    time,    he   recommended   to 
them   to  have   no    more   of  thefe 
large   meetings    abroad,    as    they 
tended,  notwithftanding  their  pa- 
cific intentions,  to  many  mifchiefs 
through    inconfiderate     drinking, 
and  infilled  on  their  immediately 
difperfing;  wliich  they  inftantly  and 
chearfully  complied  with,  without 
the  leaft  indecent  or  irregular  be- 
haviour.    We  thought  it  our  duty 
to  infert  this  account,  as  it  does 
honour  to  the  magifirates,  as  well 
as  to  the  poor  men  concerned  in 
the  affair;  and  may  prove  an   ufe- 
ful  l^ffon  on  fimilar  occafions. 

In  obedience  to  the  a6t  paffed  in 
the  laft  feffions  of  parliament,  for 
building  general  workhoufes,  an 
order  was  ferved  on  the  lord-  mayor, 
to  iffue  out  his  precepts  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  feveral  parifhes  of  Lon- 
don, to  deliver  in  to  the  fecretaries 
of  Itate  an  exaft  account  of  the 
number  of  poor  in  their  refpedive 
pariihes,  who  are  either  in  the 
workhoufes. 
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workhoufes,  or  receive  alms ;  and 
the  fame  order  is  to  be  fent  to 
every  parifli  in  the  kingdom,  in 
order  that  fome  regulations  may  be 
made  for  better  providing  for  the 
poor,  on  the  one  hand,  and  eafing 
the  inhabitants  of  fome  part  of  the 
poor's  rates  with  which  they  are 
now  loaded,  on  the  other;  by  put- 
ting a  Hop  to  the  pradice  of  farm- 
ing out  the  poor,  and  all  other  im- 
poiitions.  As  a  fpecimen  of  the 
great  good  that  may  be  expected 
from  a  clofer  infpe^tion  of  the  pre- 
fent  modes  of  managing  the  poor, 
and  the  committing  of  them  to  ho- 
nerter,  or  at  leaft  abler  hands,  we 
ihall  give  the  reader,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  this  part  of  the  work,  a 
very  curious  paper,  publifhed  in 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  and  ad- 
drefTed  to  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Andrew,  Holborn,  above  the  Bars, 
and  St.  George  the  Martyr,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  united. 

,  A    flight    fhock    of   an 

earthquake  was  felt  at  Ve- 
nice ;  and  a  very  Itrong  one,  of 
full  fifteen  minutes  continuance,  at 
Andreis,  where  its  eiFedls  were  pro- 
portionably  terrible.  Almoft  all 
the  houfes  were  thrown  down,  and 
tliofe  which  remained  Handing, 
were  fo  {battered,  that  they  daily 
fell  in  ruins.  The  parifh  church, 
and  that  of  St.  Daniel,  were  fplit 
on  all  fides,  and  threatened  a 
fpeedy  fall.  A  number  of  perfons 
were  buried  in  the  ruins;  and 
thofe  who  efcaped  into  the  fields, 
had  neither  fuccour,  nor  Ihelter  to 
comfort  them. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  Guildhall,  London,  the 
caafe  between  Lord  Chatham, 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Henry  Sampfon 
Woodfall,  pritfiter  of  the  Public 
Advertifer,  defendant.  The  adion^ 
was  brought  to  recover  fome  da-* 
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mages  for  the  very  great  injury 
his  lordfhip  had  fuftained  by  the 
defendant's  printing  a  libel  in  his 
paper  of  the  22d  of  March  laft, 
declaring  the  noble  lord's  fenti- 
ments  and  opinions  to  be  hoftile  to 
the  Americans,  and  fuch  as  totally 
coincided  with  thofe  of  the  mini- 
ftry.  The  plaintiff  proved  the 
printing  of  the  piece  by  Mr  .Wood- 
fall;  but,  on  the  difcovery  of  a 
variation  of  one  letter  between  it 
and  the  record,  he  was  nonfuited. 

In  the  evening,  a  riotous  mob  of 
weavers,  fhearmen,  &c.  collefted 
from  the  towns  of  Warminfter, 
Frome,  &c.  aflembled  together, 
and  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Shejj- 
ton-Mallet,  with  intent  to  deftroy, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  a  ma- 
chine lately  erefted  by  the  clothier?, 
for  the  advancement  and  benefit  of 
the  manufactory,  and  to  pull  down 
the  houfes,  and  take  away  the  lives 
of  thofe  perfons  who  encouraged 
and  promoted  the  ufe  of  it. 

The  clothiers,  having  notice  of 
their  intentions,  applied  to  three 
neighbouring  magiftrates,  who,  for 
the  confervation  of  the  peace,  af- 
fembled  at  a  public  inn.  After, 
waiting  there  till  two  o'clock  next 
morning,  without  any  alarm,  two 
of  the  three  returned  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  homes,  but  the  other  re- 
mained, leit  affirtance  might  be 
wanted.  The  juftices  who  left  the 
town  were  fcarcely  out  of  it,  when 
the  mob,  who  had  remained  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  town,  re- 
ftrained  by  tttc  fear  of  their  power, 
thinking  there  was  no  magiltrate 
left  to  command  the  military,  af- 
fembled,  made  an  attack  on  the 
poor-houfe,  where  the  machines 
were  worked;  and  before  the  foU 
diery  could  be  had  to  oppofe  them, 
broke  into  the  fame ;  and  not  only 
deftroyed  the  particular  objects  of 
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their  refentment  (the  machines,) 
but  committed  other  injuries,  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount.  They 
had  fcarcely  efletled  their  purpofe, 
when  the  military,  preceded  by 
the  remaining  magillrate,  advan- 
ced, and  fecured  five  of  the  ring- 
leaders ;  but  in  conveying  them 
tO/the  prifon,  they  were  attacked 
by  the  whole  body  with  an  inten- 
tion to  cfted  a  refcue. 

The  proclamation  was  then  read 
by  John  Strode,  Efq;  who  very 
humanely  advanced  to  the  mob,  ac- 
companied by  a  principal  clothier, 
and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  argu- 
ments prudence  could  fuggeft,  to 
convince  them  of  the  impropriety 
of  their  conduft,  and  perfuade 
them  to  difperfe;  but  they,  with 
the  utmoll  effrontery,  declared  they 
would  not  leave  the  town  till  their 
companions  were  difcharged.  To 
fave  the  effufion   of  blood,    even 


and  no  further  mifchief  enfucd. 
The  Coroner  fat  on  the  body  of 
the  man  that^had  been  killed,  the 
next  night,  and  brought  in  a  ver- 
dift  of  accidental  death  by  the  mi« 
litAry,  under  the  command  of  the 
civil  power. 

At  night,  a  man,  in  attempt- 
ing to  rob  a  gentleman's  garden  at 
Hampftead,  was  caught  by  the  leg 
in  a  trap,  which  tore  it  in  fo  ter- 
rible a  manner,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  he  would  lofe  it.  It  were  to 
be  wiflied,  that  thefe  machines 
could  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  fecure 
the  offender,  without  difabling 
him,  and  thereby  rendering  him 
not  only  an  ufelefs,  but  a  burthen- 
fome,  member  of  fociety. 

Mr.  Foote,  at  the  Little  Theatre 
in  the  Haymarket,  appeared  in 
the  charader  of  Lady  Pentweazle, 
with  a  head-drefs  ftuck  full  of  fea- 
thers in  the  utmoft:  extravagance  of 


this  demand  was  on  the  point  of    the  prefent  mode,  being  at  leall  a 


being  granted  them,  on  condition 
they  would  promife  never  to  mo- 
leil  or  difturb  the  town  again,  when 
forae  of  the  moft  daring,  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  the  women,  began 
inoft  cruelly  to  ftone  the  foldiers, 
who  bore  the  attack  with  uncom- 
mon fortitude  and  moderation,  firft 
difcharging  two  rounds  over  their 
heads,  to  deter  them,  if  poifible, 
from  proceeding  to  greater  extre- 
mities. This  lenity  had  not  thede- 
fjred  effed,  for  they  continued  the 
attack  with  redoubled  vigour,  and 
Very  much  wounded  (e\en  of  the 
foldiers.  Upon  tlm,  no  alterna- 
tive being  left,  the  command  to 
level  their  pieces  was  given,  and 
one  man  fell,  and  fix  weie  wound- 
ed. Th^s  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into 
the  rioters,  that  they  retired  with 
the  '  utmoll  precipitation  ;  upon 
which  the  magillrate  immediately 
ordered  the  men  t.o  ceafe  firing. 


yard  wide  ;  and,  to  heighten  the 
ridicule,  the  whole  fabric  of  fea- 
thers, hair,  and  wool,  dropt  off 
as  he  waddled  off  the  flage.  Their 
majefties,  who  were  prefent,  laugh- 
ed immoderately  at  the  fight,  as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  audience: 
but  the  elegant,  becoming  manner 
in  which  her  majefty's  head  was 
dreffed,  was  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  the  jufteft  as  well  as  the  feverell 
fatire  on  the  prefent  filthv  fafhion. 

A    fire-ball   fell    at    Ox-     j^^,^ 
ford,    which    alarmed     the 
whole  city,  but  happily  burll  with- 
out mifchief. 

Lord  Howe,  with  the 
fleet  and  tranfports  under 
his  command,  joined  the  army 
under  General  Howe,  at  vStaten 
Ifland;  and,  the  day  following, 
a  flaf ,  with  letters  from  Lord  Howe 
for  General  Wafhington,  was  met 
by  the  adjutant-general  of  the  pro- 
vincial 
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vincial  army;  but  his  letters  were 
.refufeJjOn  account  oFtheir  not  giv- 
ing the  General  the  title  of  Excel- 
lency ;  and  the  General's  conduft 
en  the  occafion  was  loon  afcer  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Continental  Con- 
grefs.  Their  contents,  however, 
containing  the  powers  by  which 
the  comoiifTioneri  were  authorifed 
to  treat,  and  the  terms  on  whicli 
they  were  empowered  to  accept 
fubmiffion,  were  received  by  the 
Congrefs,  and  by  their  orders  cir- 
culated throughout  America,  but 
univerfally  rejected. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the 

^     *    Old  Bailey,  when  four  pri- 

>ners  received  judgment  of  death, 

;/..  three,  for  houfebreaking;  and 

c  fourth,  for  robbing  a  warehoufe 

.  ravv-filk,  to  the  amount  of  130I, 

•  'ne   of    the    houie-breakers    was 

'  xecuted    the    fourth    of  Augult ; 

and-  the  laft  of  the  capita)  convids, 

fent  to  Ireland  to  be  tried  for  mur- 

Ut;    nineteen   were   fentenced   to 

ree   years  hard  labour,  in  forae 

v.rvice  ufeful  to  the  navigation  of 

•lie    river    Thames ;    eleven    were 

brfindt'd    in    the    hand,    eight    of 

whom  were  to  be  imprifoned   fix 

month?;   and  three,  three  months, 

in  Newgate;  feven  ordered  to  be 

whipped   and   imprifoned;    three, 

for  three  years,  in  Bridewell;  and 

tvvO)  for  two  months,  in  Newgate  ; 

four   branded   in    the   hand,    and 

difcharged ;    ten    ordered    to    be 

whipped  ;     and     twenty-five    dif- 

charged  by  proclamation. 

Among  thofe  acquitted,  was  one 
for  the  coining  of  Ihillings,  &c. 
who  had  been  tried  and  acquitted 
three  times  before  for  the  fame  of- 
fence. His  trial  this  time  lalled 
four  hour^. 

The  court  took  down  the  age, 
Areogvh,  &c.  of  thofe  convifted 
ttf  Ucb  crimes  as  were  QOt  of  a  ca- 


pital nature  ;  and  the  recorder,  in 
palhng  fentence  on  fuch  of  them  as 
were  condemned  to  hard  labo'K  ia 
fome  fervice  ufeful  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Thames,  vAd 
them  that  the  puniftiment,  thou^^ii 
very  fevere,  neverthelefs  left  theai 
an  opportunity  to  mitigate  its  hea- 
vinefs;  becaufe,  if  they  manifeftcd 
figns  cf  real  contrition,  and  ap- 
peared trnly  defirous  of  becoming 
ufefinl  members  of  fociety,  their 
conduft  would  be  reported  to  the 
government  by  proper  officers,  and 
the  terra  of  their  fervitude  abridg- 
ed. Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if 
they  were  incorrigible,  they  would 
be  worked  without  remiffion  to  the 
utmoil  of  their  llrength.  The 
term  of  their  fervitude  would  be 
doubled  upon  the  firft  attempt  to 
efcape  ;  and  upon  the  fecond»  they 
would  be  liable  to  fuffex  death 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

The  law  for  fentencing  thecon- 
vi<as  to  work  upon  the  Thames  is 
indeed  fevere^  but  we  truft  it  will 
be  falutary.  They  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  as  much  labour  as  they 
Can  fuftain,  to  be  fed  with  legs 
and  Ihins  of  beef,  ox-cheek,  and 
fuch  other  coarfe  food  ;  to  have  no- 
thing for  drink,  but  water  or  fmull 
beer  ;  to  be  clad  in  fome  fquallid 
uniform  ;  never  to  be  vifited  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  overieers  j 
and  whoever  gives  them  thefmallell 
relief,  incurs  a  penalty  of  forty 
(hillings.  The  expence  of  keep- 
ing and  maintaining  them  is  to  be 
paid  by  government,  and  not  out 
of  the  county  rates. 

The  f.rll  veffel  launched  for  the 
above  purpofe  was  conftrufted  on 
a  plan  approved  of  by  his  majciiy 
in  council.  It  cannot  be  called  a 
Ihip  or  tender,  neither  is  it  fo  flat 
or  open  as  a  lighter;  it  is  calcu- 
lated to  hold  twcnty-feven  tons  of 
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ballaft ;  on  the  larboard  fide,  the 
gunvvall  is  confiderably  broader 
than  in  the  common  lighters  ;  on 
the  flarboard  fide,  is  a  flooring 
about  three  feet  b^oad,  for  the  men 
to  work  on,  and  a  machine  called 
a  david,  with  a  windlafs,  for  raifing 
the  ballaft.  Part  of  the  veflel  is 
decked-in  abaft,  for  the  convid^s  to 
lleep  in  ;  and  another,  in  the  fore- 
caftle,  is  formed  into  a  kind  of 
cabbin  for  the  overfeer.  Her  out- 
ward appearance  differs  very  little 
from  that  of  a  common  lighter. 
On  the  5th  of  Auguft,  the  con- 
victs, chained  by  the  leg,  two  and 
two,  began  to  work  in  her,  about 
two  miles  below  Barking  Creek, 
under  the  dire£lion  of  Duncan 
Campbell,  Efq.  who  has  been 
appointed  the  governor  of  this 
new  kind  of  Bridewell.  Their 
behaviour,  in  general,  lince  they 
came  qn  board  her,  and  other 
lighters  employed  in  the  fame  fer- 
vice,  has  been  very  becoming  j 
the  claufe  in  the  aft,  which  fays, 
that  the  time  for  which  they  were 
fentenced  to  work  may  be  ihorten- 
ed,  on  a  reprefentation  of  their 
good  behaviour,  having  operated 
very  powerfully. 

A  few  of  them,  indeed,  em- 
ployed a  little  below  Woolwich, 
•ttempted  to  get  oiF  their  chains, 
and  were  guilty  of  fome  flight  out- 
rages to  their  commander;  when 
a  fevere  flagellation  enfued  on 
their  being  again  properly  fe- 
curcd. 

Eight  others,  a  ftiort  time  after, 
found  means  to  feize  on  the  arm- 
chcft;  and,  prefenting  piftols  to 
the  heads  of  their  keepers,  threat- 
ened to  blow  their  brains  out,  if 
they  did  not  immediately  go  down 
itito  the  hold,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  comply  with ;  upon 
which  the  villains  jumped  into  a 


boat,  which  had  been  defignedly 
brought  along-fide  by  fome  of  their 
friends,  and  got  clear  off. 

This  day  twelvemonth,  a      i-  -i 
theatre  was  opened  at  Ma«    ^ 
drafs,  with  an  ingenious  and  ele- 
gant introdudlory  prologue,  written 
by  Mr.  E.  J. 

Some  fhares  of  the  Royal  Bank 
at  Edinburgh,  fold  at  the  rate  of 
215  1.  being  14  1.  higher  than  was 
ever  paid  before,  owing  to  the 
great  plenty  of  money  now  circu- 
lating in  Scotland.  Above  half  a 
million,  fterling,  it  was  computed, 
was  now  lent  out  in  Edinburgh 
alone,  at  three  per  cent,  and  more 
money,  befides,  was  ready  to  be 
lent  on  bond  fecurity,  in  Scot- 
land, than  was  ever  known  at  any 
former  period. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  «  , 
Rufiiadined'on  board  Ad-  "^^"• 
miral  Greig*s  fliip  in  the  harbour 
of  St.  Peterfburgh,  at  a  table  of  ^ 
one  hundred  covers ;  and  in  the 
afternoon  reviewed  her  fleet ;  and 
even  failed  vvith  it  for  fome  time ; 
the  whole  under  repeated  falutes 
from  the  ihips  and  batteries,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  Cronftadt,  mount- 
ing nine  hundred  guns. 

in  a  letter  lately  received  by  the 
committee  at  the  London  Tavern 
appointed  toconduft  the  voluntary 
contributions  in  favour  of  the  fol- 
diers  ferving  in  North  America, 
their  wives  and  children,  from  the 
committee  of  officers  appointed  by 
General  Howe,  to  conduft  it  on  the 
fpot,  is  the  following  paragraph  : 

*'  This  board,  as  well  as  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  in  general,  are 
fenfible  of  the  great  attention 
which  their  countrymen  havefhewn 
them  on  this  occafion ;  and  we 
flatter  ourfelves  that  the  future 
operations  of  the  army,  in  reduc- 
ing the  deluded  inhabitants  of  this 
country 


CHRONICLE. 


[165 


2lft. 


country  toajuft  fenfeof  their  duty, 
will  merit  their  approbation.  The 
fociety  may  be  allured  that  the 
board  will  exert  themfelves  to  ren- 
der their  benevolent  defigns  as  be- 
neficial as  poflible.  As  we  are 
convinced  that  you  are  defirous  of 
contributing  to  the  utmoft  of  your 
power  towards  the  relief  of  the  fol- 
dicrs,  &c.  we  beg  leave  to  fuggeft 
to  you,  that  the  following  articles 
will  be  particularly  ufeful,  to  wit, 
foap,  leather  for  mending  of  fhoes, 
combs,  chalk  or  whitening  for 
cleaning  cloaths,  leggings,  horfe- 
radifh,  ground  ginger,  awls,  wax, 
and  coblers  ends  for  flioe-makers." 
The  grand  DukeofRuf- 
lia,  being  on  a  vifit  to  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  made  his  public 
entry  into  Berlin,  accompanied  by 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  in  the 
following  order.  Firft,  appeared 
twenty-four  poftilions,  founding 
their  horns,  commanded  by  fix 
fecretaries  of  the  poll,  all  in  uni- 
form ;  after  thefe  came  the  com- 
pany of  butchers,  then  that  of 
archers,  after  them  a  confiderable 
body  of  merchants,  diilinguifhed 
by  the  beauty  of  their  uniform  : 
after  thefe  companies  jcame  three 
fuperb  ftate  coaches,  in  which  were 
the  Lieutenant-General  Lentulus 
de  Buddenbrock,  Count  Werthern, 
minilter  of  Hate,  the  Major-Gene- 
rals  Sobeck  and  Prittwiz,  with 
fome  other  gentlemen  :  a  detach- 
ment of  life-guards,  followed  by 
a  running  footman,  immediately 
preceded  one  of  the  king's  coaches, 
with  eight  hcrfes,  in  which  were 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruflia,  and 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia.  This 
was  one  of  the  molt  fuperb  car- 
riages  ever  feen,  and  was  followed 
by  three  others,  in  which  were  the 
general  field  marflial  Count   Ro- 


manzovv,  Sadiomiikoy,  General 
Count  Soltikow,  and  the  cham. 
berlain  and  gentlemen  of  his  Im- 
perial Highnefs.  The  procellioa 
was  clofed  by  one  hundred  men  of 
infantry,  being  the  guard  of  ho- 
nour. All  the  magiflracy  of  the 
city  received  the  princes  under  a 
triumphal  arch,  where  upwards  of 
feventy  young  maidens,  drefTed 
like  nymphs  and  ihepherdefles, 
prefented  the  grand  duke  with 
verfes  and  a  garland  of  flowers* 
The  cannon  fired,  and  the  trum- 
pets and  other  jnufic  founded  from 
the  beginning,  till  the  king  em* 
braced  the  grand  duke  in  his 
apartments.  The  grand  duke,  at 
the  king's  approach,  faid,  **  Per- 
mit me,  O  mighty  monarch,  to 
fignify  my  reafons  for  having  tra- 
velled from  the  extremities  of  the 
North  to  thefe  happy  dominions : 
it  is  to  affure  you,  myfelf,  of  the 
everlafting  tie  of  friendfhip  and  al- 
liance which  henceforth  fhall  reign 
between  Ruffia  and  Pruffia;  to 
meet  RufTia's  future  Emprefs,  who 
will  be  dearer  to  myfelf  and  the 
whole  nation  for  my  having  re- 
ceived her  from  your  hands;  and 
laftly,  and  chiefly,  to  view  with 
my  own  eyes  Europe's  greateft 
hero,  the  admiration  of  the  age, 
and  the  aftonifhment  of  pofte- 
rity  !" — Here  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  King,  who  replied,  **  In- 
ftead  of  which  you  behold,  O 
Prince,  a  hoary-headed  Valetudi- 
narian, who  could  never  have 
wifhed  for  a  fupcrior  happinefs 
than  that  of  welcoming  within 
thefe  walls  the  hopeful  head  of  a 
mighty  empire,  and  the  only  fon 
of  my  bell  friend,  Catherine  the 
Great  !"  Turning  to  General  Ro- 
manzow,  he  added,  <*  Welcome, 
conqueror  of  the  Ottomans  !  I  find 
IL]  3  a  great 
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a  great  likenefs  between  you  and 
my  General  Winterfeldt."  **  Sire, 
(replied  the  General)  I  am  ambi- 
tious to  refemble,  even  outwardly, 
a  General  who  difl:ingui(hed  him- 
felf  fo  much  in  your  Majelly's  fer- 
vice."  The  King  made  anfwer, 
*•  You  have  far  more  reafon  to  be 
proudof  your  own  glorious  deeds, 
which  will  hand  down,  to  the 
lateft  pollerity,  your  immortal 
fame!**. 

Pi-ttice  Henry  of  Pruflia,  in  the 
name  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
made  the  demand  of  the  Princefs 
of  Wirtemberg  Stutgard,  in  mar- 
riage for  the  Grand  Duke;  and 
the  ceremony  of  the  contract  took 
place  the  fame  day.  On  the  3d  of 
A uguft,  his  Imperial  Ilighnefs  took 
leave  of  the  ko'yal  Family,  when 
the  Kin;-  made  him  the  following 
magnificent  prefents  :  a  defert- 
fervice,  and  a  coffee  fervice,  with 
ten  vafes  of  China,  of  the  manu- 
fafture  of  Berlin  ;  a  ring,  with  his 
Majelly's  portrait,  covered  with  a 
diamond  valued  at  30, opo crowns ; 
a  fet  of  Pruflian  horfes;  and  four 
pieces  of  rich  tapertry. 

After  this  there  was  an  ex- 
traordinary court,  at  which  were 
prefent  all  the  foreign  minifters, 
and  every  perfon  of  diftindlion. 
The  whole  auguft  company  fupped 
with  the  Queen  in  great  magnifi- 
cence, and  the  next  day  dined 
with  her  Majefty. 

At  night,  fome  rogues  broke 
into*  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman 
jn  Great  Rufleldreet,  Bloomf- 
t)ury,  all  whofe  family  happened 
to  be  then  in  the  country  ;  and 
carried  off  plate  to  the  amount  of 
above  300 1.  We  infert  this  by 
way  of  caution  to  fuch  of  our 
readers,  as  leave  their  town  houfes 


22d. 


for  the  fummer   feafon,  to   lodge 


their  plate  at  a  banker's,  and  their 
houfehold  furniture  with  an  up- 
holrterer,  as  the  bed  way  to  fecure 
whatever  goods.  Sec.  they  may  not 
think  proper  to  take  along  with 
them. 

The  firfl:  flone  of  an  ob- 
fervatory  on  Cahon-hill, 
near  Edinburgh,  was  laid  with 
great  folemnity,  in  the  prefence 
of  theLord-Provoil  and  magiftrates 
of  that  city,  accompanied  by  the 
heads  of  the  univerfity. 

At  a  court  of  common  1 

council  held  at  Guildhall,  ^  * 
the  thanks  of  that  court  were  una- 
nimoufly  voted  to  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  for  his  endeavours  to  fup- 
port  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
freemen  of  Worcefter  in  the  late 
eledion  for  reprefentatives  for  that 
city. 

The  body  of  a  coach- .  , 
man,  found  without  any  of  ^  ' 
the  common  figns  of  life,  in  a  lia- 
ble at  Fulham,  to  which  he  went 
a  few  days  before,  in  a  fepming 
flate  of  good  health,  to  put  up 
his  horfes,  was  buried  at  that 
place.  But  when  the  funeral  v/as 
over,  a  perfon  infilling  that,  du- 
ring the  performance  of  the  ft  rvice, 
he  heard  a  rumbling  and  ftriiggling 
in  the  coffin,  the  earth  v^as  re- 
moved, and  the  coffin  taken  out 
of  the  grave  ;  when,  on  opening 
it,  there  appeared  evident  proofs, 
that  the  unhappy  man,  though 
then  abfolutely  dead,  had  come  to 
himfelf,  as  his  body  was  very  much 
bruifed  in  feveral  places,  fome  of 
which  were  Hill  bleeding  ;  and 
there  appeared  befides  a  quantity 
of  blood  in  the  coffin.  Surely,  it 
is  high  time  to  put  the  office  of 
fearchers  into  better  hands  ;  and 
who  fo  fit  for  the  purpofe,  as  the 
gentlemen  of  ths  faculty  belong- 
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ing  to  the  Society  for  the  recovery 
of  perfons  apparently  drowned, 
&c.  who  might  be  allowed  a  fuit- 
able  reward  for  their  trouble,  pay- 
able by  the  parifti  when  the  friends 
of  the  fuppofed  dcceafed  were  too 
poor  to  pay  it ;  and  a  flill  greater 
reward,  in  cafe  they  fhould  bring 
to  life  any  perfon  given  over  as 
dead  by  thofe  they  belonged  tQ, 

Sir  Bafil  Keith,  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  iffued  a  proclamation  to 
put  martial-law  in  force  in  that 
ifland,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
fpreading  of  what  the  proclama- 
tion ftiles  a  rebellion  of  the  ne- 
groes, in  one  of  its  parilhes ;  and, 
next  day,  he  iffued  another  pro- 
clamation, to  ftop  the  departure  of 
the  fhips  bound  for  Europe,  as  it 
appeared  that  the  negroes  depend- 
ed greatly  on  the  ifland's  being 
thereby  thinned  of  whites,  to  carry 
their  point.  By  this  means,  the 
infurredion  was  fupprefled  ;  and, 
the  ringleaders  being  difcovered, 
thirty  were  executed  ;  when,  all 
things  being  made  quiet  and  eafy 
again,  both  the  martial-law  and 
the  embargo  were  taken  off  the 
7th  of  Auguft  following.  [For 
feme  fine  thoughts  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor  negroes  in  the 
Well:  India  illands,  &c.  and  a  fine 
poetical  addrefs,  to  his  wife,  put 
into  the  mouth  of  one  of  them  on 
the  point  of  being  burnt  alive 
for  afferting  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  we  beg  leave  p  refer  our 
readers  to  the  fccond  part  of  this 
volume.] 

Here,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is 
proper  to  remark,  that,  in  thefe 
iflands  the  whites  thcmfelves  were 
now  on  the  point  of  being  ftarved, 
in  confequence  of  their  not  receiv- 
ing the  ufual  fuppUes  from  North- 
Aipcrica  ^  fo  that,  |)crha|)s,  every 


thing  attempted  by  the  flaves,  on 
the  above  occafion,  may  be  attri- 
buted to  thatalmoft  general  innate 
defire  of  prolonging  even  the  moU 
wretched  exigence.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  Well  -  India  illands 
about  this  time,  may  be  judged 
from  the  following  pidure  of  that 
of  Barbadoes,  as  laid  before  his 
Majefty,  laft  May,  in  an  addrefs  on 
the  occafion  from  the  inhabitants 
of  that  ifland  : 

**  We  have.  Sir,  near  fourfcore 
thoufand  black,  and  twelve  thou- 
fand  white  people  daily  to  fupporf. 
Our  ground  provifions  (the  in  ternal 
refource)  have  failed  for  the  want 
of  feafonable  rains  ;  and  the  ftock 
of  fait  provifions  on  hand  will  not 
laft  many  weeks,  and  we  are  with- 
out the  hope  of  future  foreign  rc- 
fources." 

Sir  Thomas  Rich,  in  his  , 
Majefty's  fliip  Enrerprize,  ^  * 
met  with  a  French  fleet,  of  two 
fhips  of  the  lin«,  and  feveral  fri- 
gates, commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Chartres.  The  French  bore 
down  upon  her,  and  the  Admiral 
hailed  the  Enterprize,  and  defired 
the  Captain  to  come  on  board  im- 
mediately; to  which  he  replied, 
that,  if  the  Admiral  had  any  thing 
to  communicate. to  him,  he  might 
come  on  board  the  Enterprize,  as 
he  fhould  not  go  out  of  his  fhip. 
The  Duke  infilled  that  he  fhould, 
or  he  would  fink  him;  and  the 
French  fhips  accordingly  pointed 
their  guns  at  the  Enterprize;  but 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  regardlefs  of 
their  hoftile  threats  and  prepara- 
tions, declared,  that  he  never  re- 
ceived any  orders  but  from  his  oxvff 
Admiral,  and  that  they  were  at  li- 
berty to  fire  whenever  they  pleafed, 
as  he  poGtively  would  not  go  on 
board;  upon  which  the  Duke  of 
[L]  i  Chartres^ 
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Chartres,  admiring  his  fpirited 
condud,  begged  it  as  a  fa<vour 
that  he  would  do  him  the  honour 
of  coming  aboard,  as  he  wiOied 
much  to  be  acquainted  with  him. 
Sir  Thomas  immediately  went, 
and  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
refpeft  by  the  Duke  and  all  his 
officers. 

The  magiflrates  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfter,  met  at  their 
Guildhall,  to  hold  the  adjourn- 
ment of  their  quarter  feffion',  re- 
ceived the  pidlure  of  Lord  Percy, 
which  they  had  requefted  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land, to  place  in  the  council  cham- 
ber of  their  hall,  as  a  teftimony  of 
their  refpedl  towards  that  young 
jiobleman,  and  as  a  juft  fenfc  of 
their  approbation  of  his  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  in  the  ferive  of  his 
King  and  Country  in  America. 

A  poor  widow,  imme- 
diately after  being  cleared 
at  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  in  the  Bo- 
Tough,  by  the  Infolvent  Adl,  was 
arreHedby  a  Borough-Clink  Officer 
5n  her  way  home,  and  carried  to 
the  Borough  jail.  But,  upon  no- 
tice being  fent  to  Sir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey,  he  gave  orders  for  the  woman 
to  be  again  brought  into  court, 
difcharged  her  from  the  arreft,  and 
fen^t  the  officer,  who  arrefted  her, 
to  the  above  prifon  for  three 
months,  as  the  aft  of  parliament 
direds  that  no  perfon,  coming  to 
be  cleared,  or  going  home  when 
cleared,  fhall  be  taken  under  arreft. 


30th. 


About  ten  minutes  after  ten  at 
night,  began  one  of  the  greatelt 
eclipfesof  the  moon,  that  has  hap- 
pened thefe  twenty-fix  years  paft  ; 
and  a  greater  than  will  happen  for 
many  years  to  come.  It  was  vili- 
ble  to  all  Europe  and  Africa,  the 
Ifland  of  Madagafcar,  all  the  lefier 
iflands  of  the  Indian  Seas,  the  At^ 
lantic  Ocean,  Iceland,  Greenland, 
Newfoundland,  Cape  Breton,  the 
Caribbee  Iflands,  Terra  Firma, 
South  America  ;  to  every  place,  • 
in  fliort,  above  whofe  horizon 
the  moon  then  happened  to  b?  ;; 
and  the  weather  here  jn  London 
proved  favourable  enough  to  render 
it  a  mod  grand  and  awful  f  ppdlacle ; 
whereas,  out  of  fix  total  eclipfes 
of  the  moon,  that  could  be  vifible 
in  this  part  of  the  globe  for  thirty- 
nine  years  paft,  three  only  are  re- 
membered to  have  been  feen,  the 
fight  of  the  other  three  having  beeri 
intercepted  by  clouds.  At  the 
time  of  the  prefent  eclipfe,  the 
moon  was  computed  to  tje  upwards 
of  222,000  Englifh  miles  from  the 
earth's  furface ;  the  diameter  of 
the  earth's  Ihadow,  in  that  part 
where  the  moon  pafl'ed  through  it, 
about  6coc  miles  ;  and  the  moon's 
motion  through  this  (hadow,  to 
have  been  at  the  rate  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  a  minute. 
The  other  particulars  of  this  grand 
event  in  the  hillory  of  nature,  were, 
for  London,  and  all  other  places 
at  no  great  diilance  from  it,  nearly 
as  follows : 


H.     M. 


Beginning  of  the  eclipfe,  30th  of  July 
Beginning  of  the  total  darknefs 
Middle  of  the  eclipfe 
End  of  the  total  darknefs,  31ft  of  July 
End  of  the  eclipfe        •  - 

Digits  eclipfed  ^ 


10 

10  at  night. 

II 

8 

12 

55.      , 

0 

42  in  the  morning. 

I 

41 

9' 

2 

Died, 
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Died,  the  ift  inftant,  Richard 
Hare,  Efq.  an  eminenx  brewer, 
remarkable  for  his  Ton's  haying 
carried  porter  brewing  to  the  high- 
eil  perfeftion  in  Philadelphia. 

The  7th.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Mark- 
land,  fenior  fellow  of  Peter-  Houfe, 
Cambridge,  and  one  of  the  moll 
learned  critics  of  his  age,  aged 
82  years.  See  the  fecond  part  of 
this  volume,  for  a  farther  account 
of  this  gentleman. 

Lately,  Mr,  James  A(hley,  aged 
7S,  mailer  of  the  punch-houfe  on 
Ludgate-hill,  which  he  had  kept 
forty- five  years.  He  was  the  firft 
to  introduce  the  felling  of  punch  in 
fmall  quantities,  by  which  he  not 
only  made  a  large  fortune,  but 
greatly  promoted  theinterell  of  the 


Britifli  iflands,  and  the  increafe  of 
the  revenue. 


ft. 


AUGUST. 

A  light  was  exhioited  on 
a  clufter  of  dangerous  rocks 
between  England  and  Ireland, 
called  the  Smalls  ;  but  on  fuch  an 
improved  plan,  as  to  be  feen  and  di- 
llinguiihed  at  nine  leagues  diftance. 

By  the  report  of  the  committee 
direfted  to  enquire  into  the  city 
calh,  and  the  probable  expences 
attending  the  mayoralty,  the  re- 
ceipts and  payments  of  the  laft  five 
gentlemen  who  ferved  that  office. 
Hand,  purfuant  to  accounts  deli- 
vered in  by  themfelves^  as  under« 
viz. 


Samuel  Turner,  Efq;  - 
Brafs  Croiby,  Efq;  - 
James  Townfend,  Efq; 
Frederick  Bull,  Efq;  - 
John  Wilkes,  Efq; 


Receipts- 
^•5731      5    ] 
4251    II 

-  3896     O 

-  5647    13 

-    4889    o 


And  Mr.  Beckford's  firll  mayoralty  5578   17 


Payments. 

0  —  7349  »2 

4 

6  -^  6685  10 

II 

0  «^  7592  16 

9 

8  —  9292  10 

0 

6  —  8226  13 

0 

0  —  6896  19 

10 

Thecommitteehaving  compared 
the  faid  accounts  together,  and 
having  likewife  had  laid  before 
them  a  fair  copy  of  the  account  of 
monies  received  by  the  Mayors  for 
twenty-fix  years  paft,  viz.  from 
1750  to  1775,  both  inclufive,  for 
the  fale  of  offices,  places,  &c.  came 
to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

I.  That  it  appeared  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  annual  income  of 
the  office  of  Mayor  of  this  cjty 
amounts  to  about  4000I. 

II.  That  the  probable  receipts 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  offices, 
places,  &c.  for  twenty-fix  years 
paft,  amounted  upon  an  average  to 
53 il.  6s.  id.  per  annum,  and  for 
the  laft  ten  years  to  670I.  per  an- 
fium.    Andi 


III.  That  the  probable  expences 
attending  the  mayoralty  of  this 
city,  amounted  to  7600!.  per  an- 
num. 

The  committee  therefore  re- 
commended, that,  in  future,  the 
fums  arifing  from  the  fale  of  all 
officers  places  of  this  city  what- 
ever, ftiould  be  paid  into  the 
chamber  of  London,  and  that  the 
court  do  allow  the  future  Mayors 
loool.  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  the 
faid  places.    • 

At  a  court  of  common  council, 
Mr.  Saxby  having  given  notice, 
that  he  intended,  at  the  firft  court 
of  common-council  to  be  held  af- 
ter the  recefs,  to  revive  the  mo- 
tion for  the  compliment  of  a  piece 
of  plate  to  be  prefented  to  Sir  Wat- 
S  kin 
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kin  Lewes  on  the  fame  fcore  that 
the  thanks  of  the  court  had  been 
lately  voted  him,  Mr,  Deputy  Judd 
gave  notice,  that  he  Ihould,  at  the 
fame  time,  make  a  motion  for  re- 
ducing the  falary  paid  to  the  re- 
corder to  750K  the  fum  which  was 
paid  to  his  predeceiTor.  From  thefe 
bickerings,  the  political  temper  of 
the  city  of  London  may  be  pretty 
well  eilimated. 

,  At  Cuckfield  in  Suffolk, 

'  '  there  happened  in  the  af- 
ternoon, a  violent  ilorm  of  thun- 
der and  lightning,  which  threw  the 
inhabitants  into  great  conllerna- 
tion.  The  new  work  belonging 
to  the  fpire  of  the  church,  which 
had  been  almoft  deftroyed  by  a 
\iolent  ftorm  the  beginning  of  the 
hard  weather  the  lail  winter,  and 
was  nearly  repaired,  was  beat 
down,  and  the  infide  fet  on  fire  at 
three  or  four  different  places  ; 
where  it  was,  however,  though 
with  great  difficulty,  extinguiihed, 
,  Baron  Deide  Furllenftein, 

3  "  late  Embaflador  from  Den- 
mark, having  received  his  letters 
of  recal,  and  previoufly  taken  leave 
of  their  Majellies,  fet  out  on  his 
return  home. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  thedvvelling- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Wallace,  bifcuit-ba- 
ker,  in  Cinnamon-ftreet,  Wap- 
ping,  by  which  that  and  fix  ad- 
joining houfes  were  burnt  to  the 
ground. 

,  This  morning,  about  fix 

5  o'clock,  a  melancholy  acci- 

dent happened  on  board  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Ihip  Marlborough,  Capt. 
Hood,  which  had  come  intoPortf- 
mouth  harbour  the  day  before  to 
be  docked,  by  the  explofion  of 
fome  gunpowder  in  the  fore  part 
ofthelhip,  which  tore  and  much 
damaged    her   infide  works,   and 


ripped  up  part  of  her  decks ; 
twelve  feamen,  three  women,  and 
three  children  were  killed  ;  and 
upwards  of  fifty  wounded,  v/ho 
were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  And,  on 
the  15th,  at  a  court-martial  heldon 
board  the  Centaur  man  of  war,  on 
the  captain,  officers,  &c.  of  the 
Marlborough,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  the  above  unhappy  acci- 
dent, the  Captain  and  Lieutenant 
were  cleared  of  any  breach  of  duty, 
but  the  gunner  was  fentenced  to 
one  year's  imprifonment  in  the 
Marfhalfea,  and  rendered  for  ever 
incapable  of  ferving  his  Majefty  ; 
and  one  of  the  gunner's  yeomen 
was  condemned  to  receive  three 
hundred  lafhes.  It  feems  that  the 
latter,  on  removing  the  powder, 
had,  through  the  negligence  of  the 
former,  made  a  referve  of  fome 
powder  unknown  to  the  reft  of  the 
fhip's  crew.  Two  or  three  days 
after,  another  court-martial  was 
held  on  two  failors,  for  theft  com- 
mitted on  board  the  faid  fhip  in  the 
height  of  the  confufion  after  the 
expiofion ;  when  they  were  both 
convided,  and  fentenced  to  receive 
three  hundred  lafhes  each  ;  which 
fentences,  both  on  them  and  the 
gunner's  yeoman,  were  the  next 
morning  carried  into  execution. 

At  Evercreech,  in  De»  ^  , 
vonfhire,  a  farmer  and  two 
of  his  men  running  under  an  oak 
for  Ihelter  during  a  thunder- 
ftorm,  a  flafh  of  lightning  liruck 
the  tree,  killed  the  farmer  dead 
upon  the  fpot,  and  greatly  hurt  the 
two  labourers.  We  cannot  too  of- 
ten put  our  readers  on  their  guard 
againft  the  danger  of  ftanding  un- 
dicr  trees  during  thunder-ftorms. 
It  is  feldom  that  perfons  are  much 
hurt  in  open  fields. 

There  was  growing  in  the  gar- 
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den  of  Mcflrs.  Perfeft,  in  Ponte- 
fraft,  a  curious  cucumber,  called 
the  Snake  Cucumber,  (the  feed  of 
which  was  fent  in  a  letter  from 
abroad)  which  at  firft  fight  ftruclc 
terror  into  the  beholders,  as  it  ex- 
hibited the  appearance  of  feveral 
fnakes,  twifted  in  various  ferpen- 
tine  figures,  among  the  plants,  of 
which  there  were  a  great  number, 
feveral  of  them  meafuring  upwards 
of  three  feet,  and  one  in  particu- 
lar four  feet  four  inches  in  length  ; 
and  of  a  proportionable  circumfe- 
rence. 

The  trade  of  the  northern  part 
of  Europe  appears,  as  it  was  ex- 
pelled, to  have  thriven  greatly  by 
the  decay  of  the  North- American 
trade,  as,  on  this  and  the  next  day, 
no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-threc  ftiips,  from  the  Baltic, 
pafTed  the  Sound.  Some  people, 
however,  alledge  another  reafon 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  northern  powers, 
which  is,  the  paffage  the  Ruffians 
have  opened  to  the  Levant  and 
Jtaly. 

One  of  the  firft  afts  of  the  new 
Prince  de  Conti,  fince  his  accef- 
fion  to  his  father's  pofleffions  in 
the  ifle  of  Adam,  has  been  to  give 
orders, that  the  game  thereon  (hould 
be  moftly  killed,  on  account  of  the 
damage  done  by  it  to  the  corn  in 
that  diftricl,  of  which  the  inhabi- 
tants had  for  a  long  time  com- 
plained, and  given  to  the  poor* 
Some  time  before  this,  when  the 
general  extirpation  of  rabbits  in 
France  happened  to  be  on  the  car- 
pet, it  was  found  that  the  fmell  of 
lobflers,  or  craw-fifti,  would  en- 
tirely deftroy  them  in  their  bur- 
rows; and  it  has  fince  been  difco- 
vered,  that  lobfters  have  another 
property  very  ufeful  to  the  farmer 


and  corn-faftor,  which  cannot  be 
too  univerfally  known. 

Monf.  de  Broflfes,  firlVPrefident 
of  the  parliament  at  Dijon,  find- 
ing that  the  weevils  had  got  among 
fome  wheat  at  one  of  his  farms, 
tried  almoft  every  method  to  get 
rid  of  them,  but  in  vain,  for  his 
granaries  ftill  continued  infefted  by 
this  voracious  infe£l.  At  length, - 
being  informed  of  a  method  to 
deftroy  them,  quite  fimple,  and 
no  ways  expenfive  or  dangerous, 
and  which  it  is  faid  had  been  prac- 
tifed  in  the  province  of  Poidlou, , 
with  equal  fuccefs,  he  went  to 
work,  in  the  following  manner.  He 
got  fome  live  lobfters,  which  he 
threw  on  the  wheat  that  was  in- 
fefted ;  and,  in  four  hours  time, 
the  weevils  came  out  from  all  parts 
of  it,  (for  the  filh  were  ftill  alive) 
and  difpcrfed  themfelves  all  over 
the  walls  in  fuch  great  numbers, 
that  in  many  places  they  were  quite 
black  with  them.  At  length,  af- 
ter endeavouring  to  efcape  by  the 
chinks  in  the  wall,  they  all  pe- 
ri ftied. 

The  fmell  of  this  teftaceous 
fifti,  particularly  if  left  to  ftink, 
always  proves  fatal  to  thefe  infe<^s, 
yet  will  no  wife  affect  the  corn. 
This  remedy  ftiould  be  ufed,  as 
foon  as  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft 
that  the  weevils  begin  to  make 
their  nefts. 

A  new  road  from  Hun-  , 

tingdon  to  Godmanchef-  ^°  * 
ter,  being  nearly  completed,  was 
a  few  days  fince  opened  for  carri- 
ages. It  is  a  very  noble  addition  to 
the  pleafure  of  travelling  that  way, 
as  well  as  an  entire  fecurity  againii 
the  floods  which  fometimes  over- 
flowed the  fine  meads  through 
which  it  pafles  ;  not  to  fpeak  of 
other  advantages;  it  being  Ihorter 
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by  feveral  miles  than  the  old  road, 
and  as  fafe  for  travellers  as  any 
road  in  England. 

,  Being   the   birth-day  of 

"''*•  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
fame  was  obferved  at  Windfor  with 
unufual  fplendor.  At  fix  in  the 
morning  the  feftivity  was  announced 
by  the  ringing  of  bells.  At  feven 
fome  fmall  guns  were  fired  as  a 
fignal  to  prepare.  Before  nine, 
the  prince,  with  his  attendants, 
came  to  the  King's  apartments. 
At  ten  o'clock,  the  King,  Queen, 
and  children,  attended  by  the 
Duke  of  Montague,  Lord  Bruce, 
Lady  Effingham,  Lady  Wey- 
jnouth.  Lady  Charlotte  Finch, 
&c.  went  in  proceffion  to  the  ca- 
thedral ;  the  Princefs  Royal  and 
her  two  fillers  walked  after  their 
Majeflies ;  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
his  fix  brothers  (all  dreiTed  in  blue 
and  gold)  following,  with  their 
attendants  on  each  fide.  When 
they  came  to  the  church  door,  the 
Provoft,  Prebends,  Canons,  and 
Poor  Knights  received  them  ;  and 
as  foon  as  they  entered  the  cathe- 
dral, the  organ  ftruck  up  and  con- 
tinued till  the  Royal  Family  were 
feated.  His  Majeftyi  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Bifhop  of  Ofnaburgh, 
and  the  Duke  of  Montague,  be- 
fore the  fervice  began,  went  to  the 
altar  and  made  their  offerings  of 
gold  and  filver  ;  DoAor  Bollock 
and  Dodor  Lockman  receiving 
the  fame  in  a  gold  dilh. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Royal 
Family,  when  in  the  choir,  was 
thus :  the  King  fat  in  the  Dean's 
feat,  the  Queen  under  the  Duke 
of  Glouceller's  banner,  with  the 
Princefles  Handing  at  her  fide  ;  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  brother 
the  Biihop,  under  their  own  ban- 
ners ;  the  reft  of  the  children,  with 


the  ladies  of  quality,  and  other  at- 
tendants, in  the  upper  Halls  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  choir.  The 
Duke  of  Montague  took  his  feat 
under  his  own  banner. 

The  fervice  then  began,  and 
was  read  by  the  Provoft ;  Mr. 
Kent's  Te  Deum  s^nA;  Jubilate  were 
fung  ;  and  Dodor  Green's  anthem, 
"  God  is  our  hope  and  ftrength, 
"  &c."  concluding  with  the  grand 
chorus  from  the  Meiliah  ;  the 
whole  of  which  took  up  an  hour 
and  an  half.  The  proceflion  from 
the  cathedral  was  in  the  following 
order,  viz.  Poor  Knights,  two 
and  two  ;  Prebends^  Canons,  Pro- 
voft, their  Majefties,  the  Princefs 
Royal  with  her  fifters,  and  their 
attendants,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Bifliop  of  Ofnaburgh,  the  reil 
of  the  royal  brothers,  two  and 
two;  Duke  of  Montague,  Lord 
Bruce,  Ladies  Effingham,  Wey- 
mouth, Charlotte  Finch,  &c.  on 
each  fide.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
cathedral  took  leave  of  them  at 
the  door :  their  Majefties  and  the 
children  then  went  into  the  caftle, 
and  afterwards  upon  the  terrace, 
Theparty  belonging  to  the  25th  re- 
giment was  drawn  up  in  the  Park, 
upon  a  fpot  called  the  Bowling 
Green  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  chil- 
dren appeared  at  the  Terrace,  they 
gave  three  vollies.  The  King  and 
Queen,  Princes  and  PrincefTes, 
went  afterwards  into  their  own 
apartments  to  dinner,  and  at  half 
paft  fix  o'clock,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  three  eldeft  bro- 
thers returned  to  Kew. 

There  are  now  in  circulation  a 
number  of  counterfeit  fixpences, 
an  imitation  of  the  Lima  money 
of  George  the  Second,  well  exe- 
cuted, date  1746,  not  diftering 
from  the  Tower  money,  but  by  a 
ftatnefs 
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fiatnefs  on  one  part  of  the  edge  in- 
Itead  of  being  round. 

,  The  Ton  of  a  wealty  in- 

^^  *  habitantofGrails,inVoigt- 
land,  having  lately  hanged  himfelf, 
when  delirious  in  a  fever,  the  un- 
happy father  petitioned  the  King, 
and  eafily  obtained  leave,  to  bury 
him  in  the  church-yard.  But, 
when  the  corpfe  was  brought  to 
the  grave  to  be  buried,  a  great  mob 
a/Tembled  to  obftruft  the  putting 
©f  it  into  the  ground  ;  they  even 
attackedthe  guards  which  were  fent 
to  quell  the  riot  with  fo  great  fury, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  rein- 
forced to  the  amount  of  600  men 
before  they  could  reduce  the  mu» 
tineers,  which  was  not  done  at 
]all  without  much  bloodfhed  on 
both  ndes. 

,  A   powder-mill  blew  up 

'  in  the  province  of  Picardy, 
and  feveral  perfons  were  deftro)  ed 
by  the  explofion.  Happily  the 
Royal  Arfenal  did  not  fuffer, 
though  near  the  fpot  where  the  ac- 
cident happened. 

n  One  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior's  ladies  was  fafely  de- 
livered of  a  Prince,  who  was  im- 
jnediately  named  Sultan  Mehemet, 
to  the  very  great  fatisfadion  of  the 
Grand  Signior  and  his  fubjedls. 
The  Porte  communicated  the  nev/s 
in  form,  the  fame  day,  to  all  the 
foreign  miniflers,  intjmating,  that 
as  illuminations  would  be  ordered 
throughouttheciiy  for  feven  nights, 
it  was  hoped  they  would  not  omit 
to  demonflrate,  as  ufual  in  luch 
cafes,  their  friend(hip,  by  doing 
as  others  did,  which  requeft  was 
complied  with.  The  illumina- 
tions began  on  the  26th,  and 
were  followed  by  three  nights 
fuperb  firi-works  on    the    canal 


oppofite  to  the  Grand  SIgnior*s 
feraglio. 

A  bell  was  erefted  in  the  » 

centre  of  Smithfield,  on  a  ^^  ' 
high  pyramid,  confining  of  four 
polls.  It  is  to  be  rung  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  Sunday  nights,  for  cat- 
tle to  be  brought  in  ;  and  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoons  of  Mon- 
day and  Friday,  for  the  market  to 
ceafe  ;  and,  in  failure  of  obedience 
to  this  fignal,  the  cattle  are  to  be 
fent  to  the  Green-yard. 

A  regattarwas  celebrated  on  the 
river  Thames  between  Richmond 
and  Kew  in  honour  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales's  birth-day.  Their  Ma- 
jeflies,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
Royal  Family,  with  their  atten. 
dants,  were  prefent,  and  received 
by  all  ranks  with  the  greateft  marks 
of  afFedlion  and  refpe<^ ;  but,  ex- 
cepting the  number  of  boats,  and 
the  crowds  of  people,  the  (hew  af- 
forded very  little  diverfion.  In 
the  evening  fome  very  curious  fire- 
works were  difplayed  on  an  aite  on 
the  river  Thames,  which  had  a 
fine  efFcft. 

The  army  under  general  Howe, 
after  he  had  made,  on  the  18th, 
fome  further  propofals  to  the  pro- 
vincials, but  without  effedl,  being 
previouUy  joined  by  a  large  body 
of  Heflians,  made  good  their  land- 
ing on  Long  Ifland;  and,  on  the 
27th,  part  of  the  Provincial  army, 
commanded  by  General  Sullivan, 
was  totally  routed  ;  upon  which 
the  Avhole  body,  the  next  day, 
quitted  their  entrenchments  on 
Long  Ifland,  and  retreated  to 
New  York.— On  this  occafion,  the 
Generals  Sullivan,  Stirling,  com- 
monly called  Lord  Stirling,  and 
Udell,  with  more  than  1000  men, 
were  made  prifoners;  the  killed 

and 


174]      ANNUAL   REGiStER,    177.5. 


and  wounded  were  fuppofed  to  be 
about  2300. 

As  the  name  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Lord  Stirling  is  not  in  the 
lift  either  of  EnglilTi,  Scotch,  or 
Irifh  peers,  the  following  ac- 
count of  him  maybe  acceptable  to 
bur  readers.  His  father,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, (for  that  is  his  real  name) 
went  over  to  America  many  years 
ago,  where  he  acquired  a  confider- 
able  eftate,  and  where  the  prefent 
Lord  Stirling  was,  it  is  believed, 
born.  Upon  the  death  of  Lord 
Stirling,  a  Scotch  peer,  whofe  name 
was  Alexander,  either  the  late  or 
the  prefent  Mr.  Alexander,  came 
over  to  England,  and  laid  claim 
to  the  title  ;  when  the  caufe  was 
tried  by  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and 
the  claim  rejefted  ;  the  Lords  for- 
bidding him  to  afl'ume  the  title  on 
pain  of  being  led  round  Weftmin- 
fter-Hall,  libelled  as  an  impoftor ; 
but  ever  fince,  by  the  courtefy 
of  his  countrymen,  he  has  been 
diftinguilhed  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Stirling.  The  firft|  Lord  Stirling 
obtained  a  grant  of  Long  Ifland  ; 
was  the  firft  that  fettled  it  with 
Britilh  inhabitants  ;  and  was  at  a 
great  expence  in  fupporting  them. 
He  died  in  1640. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  plain 
in  Long  Ifland,  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  long,  and  between 
four  and  five  broad.  Not  a  fingle 
tree  grows  upon  it,  and  none  of 
the  natives  can  remember  there 
ever  were  any  ;  a  thing  which  can- 
not be  faid  of  any  other  known  fpot 
of  ground  in  all  North-America, 

At  a  general  diet  of  the  Polifli 
nobility,  held  at  Warfaw,  the 
members  were  obliged  to  fign  the 
following  aft  of  confederation, 
which  the  Poles  think,  if  llriclly 


adhered  to,  would  certainly  be  a 
bleifing  to  their  ruined  country: 

I .  To  preferve  the  Roman  church 
as  predominant.— 2.  For  the  per- 
fon  of  the  King,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  throne. — 3.  For  the  law* 
and  liberties  of  both  nations  (Po- 
land and  Lithuania)  which  are 
guarantees  to  each  other  by  many 
convention  compads. — 4..  Toereft 
a  free  and  independent  republican 
government,  which  has  a  power  of 
legiflation  at  its  diets,  and  a  power 
to  enforce  its  adls  between  one  diet: 
and  another. — '5.  To  fulfil  and  ob- 
ferve  all  the  treaties  hitherto  con- 
cluded with  foreign  powers.— 6.  To 
introduce  an  harmony  between 
the  different  courts  of  judicature 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  to  preferve  a  due  fubordination 
among  them. — 7.  To  take  fuch 
meafu res  as  would  lefTen  the  taxes 
and  imports,  and  to  abolifh,  or  at 
leaft  to  confine,  all  unnece/Tary  and 
extravagant  cxpences.  —  8.  That 
juftice  and  right  be  adminiliered  to 
each  individual  fnbjert,  againft  the 
violations  of  the  feudal  lords. — • 
And,  9.  That  every  member  of  this 
diet  be  zealous  to  adopt  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  would  eitabliili  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  tend  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  this  kingdom  in  general; 
and  every  fubjecl  in  particular. 

Some  perfons  abroad  having 
made  it  a  pradice  to  counterfeic 
Britifti  plafTes,  and  thereby  .S;Jve 
room  to  the  piratical  ftates  of  Bar- 
bary  to  complain,  that  Great-Bri- 
tain fcreened  the  property  of  their 
enemies;  his  Majclly  has  been 
pieafed  to  i/Tue  a  proclamation  of 
this  date,  requiring  all  pafles,  for- 
merly granted  to  (hipr,  and  veifels 
trading  in  the  way  of  the  cruizcrs 
belonging  to  the  faid  ftates,  to  be 
returned 
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Returned  into  the  office  of  the  ad- 
miralty of  Great-Britain,  and 
other  pafTes  of  different  forms  to 
be  iffued. 

A  lady  and  her  fervant  riding  in 
the  Phoenix  Park,  Dublin,  were 
flopped  by  a  man  on  foot,  very 
genteely  drefled  in  white  cloaths, 
and  a  gold  laced  hat.  He  de- 
manded the  lady's  money,  which 
fhe  gave  him,  amounting  lo  26 
guineas ;  when,  having  put  the 
cafh  into  one  of  his  pockets,  he 
took  from  the  other  a  fmall  dia- 
mond hoop  ring,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  lady,  defiring  her  to 
wear  it  for  the  fake  of  an  extraor- 
dinary robber,  who  made  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  take  no  more  from  a 
beautiful  lady  than  he  could  make 
a  return  for  in  value.  He  then, 
with  great  agility,  vaulted  over  the 
wall,  and  difappeared, 

n  About  half  paft  ten  at 
'  '  *  night,  a  violent  hurricane, 
accompanied  with  a  vaft  torrent  of 
rain,  happened  at  Shepton- Mallet, 
and  did  confiderable  damage,  by 
filling  with  water  moft  of  the  cel- 
lars, and  fome  dwelling-houfes  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and 
fpoiling  or  carrying  off  the  furni- 
ture, &c.  But  what  renders  this 
event  very  extraordinary,  is,  it  was 
followed  the  next  night  but  one, 
by  another  ftorm  nearly  as  bad, 
v/hich  laid  the  flat  lands  adjacent 
to  the  town  all  under  watsr,  and 
did  bsfides  very  confiderable  da- 
mage. 

They  have  a  cuflom  at  Rome  of 
folemnly  crowning  extraordinary 
poetical  geniuffcs  in  the  capitol  ; 
nor  is  the  honour  confined  to  the 
men.  Petrarch  and  the  Chevalier 
Perfetti  were  the  lafl  Italian  poets 
who  obtained  it.  This  day  it  was 
conferred  on  a  youug  lady  of  the 


name  of  Morelli  Fernandez,  called 
Gorilla  Olimpica  by  the  academy 
of  the  Arcades,  who  had  long 
gained  the  admiration  of  It^ly  hy 
her  extempore  verfes  on  any  fub- 
jed  propofed.  After  undergoing 
the  neceffary  literary  examinations 
preceding  that  ceremony,  the  laft 
in  the  prefence  of  more  than  twenty 
ladies  of  the  firft  diftinftion, 
twenty-five  foreigners  of  rank,  and 
three  hundred  perfons  of  knowa 
erudition,  with  the  greateft  ap- 
plaufe,  fhe  was  this  day,  at  length 
conduced  to  the  capitol,  by  the 
Counteffes  Cardelli,  Dandini,  and 
Ginnafi  :  when  fhe  entered,  fhe 
kneeled  to  the  confervators,  who 
were  fitting  under  a  canopy  ;  and 
after  the  ufual  Latin  forms,  the 
Chevalier  Jean  Paul  de  Cinque 
placed  the  laurel  crown  upon  her 
head  ;  after  which  the  Chevalier 
John  Baptiil  Conci  regiftered  the 
aft  of  her  coronation  in  the  public 
regiilers,  under  the  difcharge  of 
100  pieces  of  cannon.  Several 
members  of  the  academy  of  the 
Arcades  read  pieces  of  their  com- 
pofitions,  and  three  queliions  were 
propofed  to  Corilla,  who  anfA'cred 
in  verTe,  with  an  eloquence  and 
vivacity  which  furprized  all  who 
were  prefenr. 

The  weather  has  been  fo  excef- 
fively  hot  this  fummer  in  Sweden, 
as  to  occafion  many  diflempers, 
and  among  them  putrid  fevers, 
Which  have  carried  off  great  num- 
bers oP  people.       ' 

The  1 2th  inftant,  the  wife  of 
Capt.  Pettipgton,  at  Rotherhithe, 
was  delivered  of  two  fons  and  a 
daughter,  all,  at  their  birth,  likely 
to  live. 

Some  time  ago,  Mr.  Powell, 
ofClearwell-hall,  Gloucefterfhire, 
married  Mifs  Elizabeth  Eall, being 

the 
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the  fourth  wife  he  has  married  of 
the  fame  name. 

Died,  the  2d  inftant,  Matthew 
Maty,  M.  D.  principal  librarian 
of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,and  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Royal  Society ;  a  very 
learned  and  ingenious  gentleman  ; 
and  well  known,  as  iuch,  in  the 
literary  world. 

The  25th,  the  celebrated  David 
Hume,  Efq;  at  Edinburgh.  He 
had  been  ailing  a  long  time,  but 
never  complained,  nor  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed,  till  a  day  or  two 
before  his  death.  He  appointed 
his  brother  his  heir  by  teftament, 
but  has  left  fome  fmall  legacies  to 
feveral  of  his  friends,  viz.  to  a 
fervant  20I.  per  ann. ;  to  Dr.  Smith 
200I. ;  to  Dr.  Fergufon  lool.  or 
200I. ;  and  lOol.  to  ereft  a  mo- 
nument to  his  memory,  with  an 
cxprefs  prohibition  not  to  put  any 
thing  on  it  but  the  day  of  his 
birth  and  the  day  of  his  death. 
The  reader  will  find  fome  me- 
moirs of  this  great,  however  in 
fome  refpeds  miftaken,  genius,  in 
the  fecond  part  of  this  volume. 

Lately,  at  Glaftonbury,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Brookman,  widow,  aged  106 
years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Yates,  of  ShifFnal, 
aged  128  years.  She  walked  to 
London  after  the  fire  in  1666, 
married  a  third  hufband  in  her 
ninety-fecond  year,  and  was  hearty 
and  ftrong  at  120. 


SEPTEMBER. 

The  lord-mayor,  IhcrifTs, 
3°'  and  city  officers,  proclaimed 
Bartholomew  fair  in  the  ufual 
manner ;  but  ftriftly  forbid  all  in- 


terludes,  &c.    Accordingly,  none 
were  exhibited,  through  the  vigi- 
lance of  thecity-marlhals  and  their 
affiftants,  who  have  befides  cleared 
that   noted  fpot  of   (harpers  and 
pickpockets  on  market-days,  and 
introduced  fuch  order  among   the 
horfe  riders,  as  to  prevent    their 
trampling    on    pafTcngers,    which 
heretofore  but  too  often  happened. 
Extrad  of  a  Letter  of  this  date  from 
Palma,  the  Capital  of  Majorca, 
*'  Forty- fix  captives  who  were 
employed    to  draw  flones  from  a 
quarry  fome  leagues  diftance  from 
Algiers,  at  a  place  named  Genova, 
refolved,    if  polTible,    to    recover 
their  liberty,  and  yeiterday  took 
advantage  of  the  idlenefs  and  in- 
attention of  forty  men,   who  were 
to  guard  them,  and  who  had  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  were  ram- 
bling about  the  (hore.     The  cap- 
tives attacked  them  with  pickaxes 
and  other  tools,  and  made  them- 
felves  matters  of  their  arms ;  and, 
having    killed  thirty-three  of  the 
forty,  and  eleven  of  the  thirteen 
failors  who  were  in  the  boat  which 
carried    the  Hones,     they  obliged 
the  red  to  jump  into  the  fea.     Be- 
ing then  mailers  of  the  boat,  and 
armed  with  twelve  mufquets,  two 
piftols,  and  powder,  &c.   they  fet 
fail,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive    here    this  morning,  where 
they  are    performing    quarantine. 
Sixteen    of  them  are    Spaniards ; 
feven teen,  French  ;  eight,  Portu- 
gueze  ;  three,  Italians ;  one,  a  Ger- 
man ;  and  one,  a  Sardinian.'* 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  ^ 
morning,  the  moll  dreadful  5 
fire  that  ever  happened  at  St.  K-itt's, 
began  in  one  of  the  back  rooms  of 
John  Gardner,  Efq;  in  what  is 
called  the  Failure,  in  the  town  of 
BalTeteire,  which  for  want  of  timely 
afljilance 
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a{ni>anceatfirft,rpread  with  uncon- 
querable fury,  conflagration  fuc- 
ceeding  conflagration,  till  the  mofl: 
valuable  part  of  the  town  was  re- 
duced to  aflies — fo  reduced,  that 
not  a  iHck  of  timber  remained  un- 
confumed.  This  fire  was  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  next  day,  by  a  hurri- 
cane, attended  with  a  deluge  of 
rain,  which  did  nearly  as  much 
damage  to  the  ifland  as  the  fire  did 
to  the  town.  The  damage  to  the 
ihipping  was  likewife  immenfe. 
Seven  ihips  put  out  to  fea ;  three 
foundered ;  two  more  drove  on 
fhore ;  and  only  one  rode  out  the 
gale.  This  terrible  hurricane  was 
equally  felt  at  Antigua,  Montfer- 
rat,  St.  Kilt's,  Martinico,  Guada- 
loupe,  and  Marigallante ;  but,  in 
the  firft  of  thefe  iflands,  the  rain 
providentially  did  as  much  good, 
as  the  wind  had  done  harm. 
^  ,  The  lord- mayor  of  Lon- 

don was  robbed  nearTurn- 
ham-Green,  in  his  chaife  and  four, 
in  fight  of  all  his  retinue,  by  a 
fmgle  highwayman,  who  fwore  he 
would  fhoot  the  firlt  man  that 
made  refiftance,  or  offered  vio- 
lence. 

At  the  fair  held  in  Briftol  this 
week,  there  was  as  great  a  demand 
for  the  articles  in  the  cloathing 
trade,  as  had  been  known  for  fome 
years  pall,  efpecially  thofe  of  a 
coarfer  fort,  of  which  there  was 
not  a  futRcient  fupply  brought  to 
town.  It  was  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged by  the  clothiers  from  the 
various  parts  of  the  country,  that 
they  had  a  fale  for  whatever  goods 
they  could  make;  but  they  grie- 
voufly  complained  of  the  exorbitant 
price  of  wool. 

A  Ruffian  houfe  of  trade,  with  a 
capital  enabling  them  to  ferve  their 

Vol,  XiX. 


friends  agreeably  to  their  wiflies, 
and  let  them  partake  ofgreat  advan- 
tages, independent  of  the  houfe*s 
tranfa<5ting  the  affairs  of  ^he  Ruf- 
fian government,  has  been  lately 
opened  at  Conftantinople,  under 
the  immediate  protedion  of  the 
emprefs,  in  order  to  take  advan- 
tage of  all  the  ceflions  made  to  her 
imperial  majefty  by  the  laft  treaty  of 
peace  between  her  and  the  Porte. 

A  fyftem  of  toleration  lately 
adopted  by  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia^ 
has  proved  an  amazing  fource  of 
population  in  her  dominions.  It 
is  computed  that  twelve  foreign 
colonies  have  fettled  upon  the 
Wolga,  which  all  together  make 
6091  families  of  different  religions. 
A  fimilar  fyftem,  we  have  feen,  had 
been  lately  adopted  by  the  emprefs 
queen,  with  proportionable  good 
eifeas. 

Arrived  in  the  river,  the  Queen 
Eaft-lndiaman  ;  which,  though  fliie 
had  been  out  twenty  months,  had 
loft  but  one  man.  [For  the  me- 
thods of  preferving  the  health  of 
feamen,  &c.  in  long  voyages,  pleafe 
to  turn  to  our  fecond  part.] 

About     eleven     in     the  , 

morning,  as  Jofeph  Wright, 
a  pilot,  Jofeph  Totry,  and  ■ 

Melville,  were  failing  in  a  boat 
oppofite  Dawpool,  in  the  port  of 
Chefter,  about  a  mile  from  fhore,  a 
violent  florm  arofe,  which  over- 
fet  the  boat.  Wright  got  upon  an 
oar,  and  ftripped  himfelf,  by  which 
he  reached  the  fhore,  after  fwim- 
ming  about  an  hour  and  three 
quarters.  How,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
he  was  able  to  difengage  himfelf 
from  his  wet  cloaths,  is  a  matter 
of  furprize,  but  an  undoubted  faft. 
He  was  fo  weak  when  he  reached 
the  fhore,  that  he  could  give  no 

[A/]  account 
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account  of  the  matter.  The  other 
two,  although  they  were  excellent 
fwimmers,  being  unable,  through 
the  violence  of  the  current,  to 
make  land,  were  unfortunately 
drowned.  Wright  heard  Melville 
fliriek  for  affiftance  near  an  hour, 
which  his  father,  who  was  a  fpec- 
tator  of  his  dreadful  fituation,  was 
unable  to  afford  him.  We  infert 
this  as  a  proof  of  the  great  advan- 
tage which  may  be  expe<fted,  in 
fuch  terrible  fituations,  from  the 
affiftance  of  light  bodies. 

The  runner  to  a  fet  of  fharpers, 
who  had,  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
frauding honeft  tradefmen  of  their 
property,  under  fpecious  pretences, 
hired  a  great  houfe  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  at  the  rent  of  500 1.  a  year, 
was  convidled  at  the  feffions  at 
Weflminfter,  and  fentenced  to  three 
years  hard  labour  on  the  Thames. 
The  reft  of  the  gang  were  lucky 
enough  to  efcape  for  the  pre- 
fent. 

-   ,  A  fudden  fire  broke  out 

■^^^  *  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  at 
the  Goat  alehoufe,  in  Shire-lane, 
and  burnt  fo  furioufly,  that  the 
miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  who  was  juft 
ready  to  lie  in,  attempted  to  fave 
herfelf  by  getting  out  of  the  one- 
pair  of  ilairs  window,  but  fell 
upon  the  ftones  in  the  lane,  and 
was  miferably  bruifed.  A  Mr.  Tu- 
dor, who  lodged  in  the  houfe,  be- 
ing deaf,  could  not  be  waked  till 
the  ftair-cafe  was  on  fire  ;  when,  it 
is  fuppofed,  being  involved  in  the 
fmoke,  and  not  knowing  which  way 
to  turn,  he  perifhed  in  the  flames. 
The  reft  of  the  inhabitants  were 
happy  enough  to  efcape  over  the 
tops  of  the  neighbouring  houfes. 
A  great  maDy  other  houfes  were 
damaged;  and,  conlidering  the 
clofenefs  of  that  neighbourhood^  it 


is  very  furprifing  that  the  confln- 
gration  was  fo  foon  got  under. 

A  few  days  fince,  as  two  , 

gentlemen,  who  live  on  the       ^ 
road    between    Dublin   and    Mill- 
town,  a  vijlage  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  that  capital,  were  return- 
ing home,  they  were  accofted  by  a 
genteel  man,  gravely  drefied,  re- 
fembling  a  clergyman,  who  begged 
they  would  ftep  with  him  into  an 
adjacent  public-houfe,   as  he  had 
fomething  of  moment  to  communi- 
cate to  them.  This  being  complied 
with,  he  afked  one  of  the  gentle- 
men whether  he  was  ever  poflelTed 
of  a  gold  watch;   and  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative,   he  then 
enquired  whether  he  could  recoUedt 
the  maker  and  number;   the  gen- 
tleman replied,  that  a  fpace  of  up- 
wards of  twenty-two  years  had  in- 
tervened lince  he  was  robbed  of  his 
watch  and  fome  cafti  by  five  men, 
and   could    not   poffibly    know    it 
again  ;  but  the  other  faying  he  re- 
membered   its     conftruftion,    the 
ftranger  produced  the  watch,  which 
proved  to  be  the  fame  the  gentle- 
man had  been  robbed  of,  and  alfo 
25   guineas,  the  fum   taken   from 
him.      The  owner  of  the  v/atch 
then  afked   the  reftorer  of  it  how 
he  came  by  thefe  articles,  as  they 
were  confident  he  only  aded  in  an 
official  capacity  :   he  defired  to  be 
excufed  giving    a    dired    anfwer ; 
but  added,  that  three  of  the  men 
who  robbed  him  were  now  in  opu- 
lent circumftances,  and  the  other 
two  had  died   fii>ce.     Happy   are 
they,   faid    he,    who,    having    the 
misfortune  in  \hcir  younger  days 
10  defpoil  their  neighbour  ^njuftly 
of  his  property,  make  ample  refti- 
tution   in    their  riper  years;    this 
fiievvs  their  principles  are  not  en- 
tirely vitiated,  and  that^their  re- 
pentance 
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ppntance   is   fincere;    but    thrice  city,  after  a  flight  (kirmifli    with 

happy  they  who  have  no  need  of  the  rear  of  the    provincial  arrny, 

this  repentance.  with  the  lofs  of  fix  or  eight  men 

This  night,  being  the  eve  of  a  killed  and  wounded. 
Sunday,  on  which  a  general  com-         A  fire  broke  out  at  the  corner 


munion  was  to  be  at  the  cathedral 
church  of  Zurich,  in  Switzerland, 
called   Munfter  Kirk;    and   many 
thoufands  were  expeded  there  to 
partake  of  it ;   the  wine  was  pre- 
pared and  brought  to  the  church, 
to    be  t  ready    againft     morning; 
but,    in    the   mean    time,    an   in- 
carnate devil  dared   to  lay  hands 
on  the  fanduary  of  the  Lord,  and 
poifoned    all   the   wine.      In    the 
morning,  when  the  facrament  was 
adminiftered,   there  was   a  horrid 
confufion  ;  feveral  fainted  away  on 
the  fpot;  feveral  vomited;  feveral 
were  taken  with  a  violent  cholic  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  the  whole  city  was 
thrown   into    the    utmoft   conller- 
nation.     Upon  this,  an  experiment 
was   tried,   and  the  poifon  difco- 


of  Rood-lane,  in  Fenchurch-ftreet, 
which  burnt  three  houfcs  in  front, 
and  damaged  feveral  others.  Two 
men  were  killed,  and  one  mifera- 
bly  bruifed,  on  the  occafion. 

This   morning,  a   high-      ^  , 
wayman  was  fhot  dead  on 
Finchley-Common,  in  attempting 
to  rob  the  Derby  machine. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  three 
choirs  at  Worcefter,  the  colledioa 
amounted  to  506  1. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  , 

Old- Bailey,  when  eleven  '7tn« 
convifts  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz.  one  for  coining;  four  for 
houfe-breaking,  one  of  them  while 
the  family  of  the  houfe  was  in  the 
country;  two  women  for  (hop- 
lifting  ;  one  for  horfe-ftealing,  of 


vered.     About  eight  had  died  of  which  he  made  a  praclice,  in  order 

the  poifon  when  this  account  came  to  kill  them,  and  boil   their  flefh, 

away;  and  had  not  the  bad  tafte  Sec;   one  for   ftreet-robbery  ;  one 

of  the  wine  given  early  notice  of  for   forgery;   and  one  for  return- 

thc  intended  mifchief,  many  more  ing   from    tranfportation  ;    thirty- 

mud  have  peri  (bed  :  ftill  fome  hun-  four  were  ordered  to  hard  labour 

dreds  were  dangeroufly  ill.     After  for  three  years  on  the  river  Thames, 

a  ftrift  examination,  it  was  difco-  among  whom  were  nineteen  capital 

vered,   that  one  Wirtz,  a  grave-  convifts,    who    had    received    his 

^j^^g^r,  was  the  perpetrator  of  this  Majefty's  pardon  on  that  condition  ; 

diabolical    deed,   with  a   view    to  five  were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 


promote  his  bufinefs,  which  had 
been  flack  for  fome  time.  The 
villain  was  immediately  appre- 
hended ;  but  what  is  become  of 
him,  we  have  not  as  yet  learned. 
The  King*s  troop's,  un- 
der General  Howe,  landed 
at  Kepps-bay,  in  order  to  attack 
New- York ;  but,  on  their  ap- 
proach, found  the  city  abandoned, 
and    the   Provincials    fled;     upon 


15th. 


houfe  of  corre6lion  ;  twelve  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  for  diffe- 
rent terms;  three  to  be  branded  ia 
the  hand;  fourteen  to  be  whipped; 
and  forty-eight  were  difcharged  by 
proclamation. 

At  this  feflions  a  gentleman  was 
tried  for  perjury,  in  polling  twice 
for  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the  late  eledioa 
for  chamberlain  ;  but  it  appearing 
that  what  he  did  was  the  cffed  of 
which  they  took  pofleifion  of 'the    an  habitual  inloxica^tion,  or  rather 

[Mj  2  per- 
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permanent  ftupidlty  thereby  pro- 
duced, he  was  acquitted.  At  this 
feffions  were  like  wife  con  vided  two 
more  of  the  fellows  concerned  in 
'  the   murder  of  the  cullom-houfe 

officer  (fee  May  25  th)  and  executed 
the  1 6th.  At  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, they  owned  being  of  the 
company,  but  denied  having  any 
hand  in  the  murder  ;  and  behaved 
with  great  compofure  of  mind, 
Moft  of  the  other  criminals  were 
pardoned;  fome  of  them,  on  con- 
dition of  working  on  the  Thames  ; 
and  the  rell  were  executed  fome 
weeks  after. 

,  Lord  Howe,  and  Gene- 

^  *  ral  Howe,  caufed  a  decla- 
ration to  be  circulated,  promifing, 
in  his  Majefty*s  name,  a  revifion 
of  all  fuch  inftrudions  as  might 
be  conflrued  to  Jay  an  improper 
retrain t  on  the  freedom  of  legiila- 
tion  in  the  colonies;  and  alfo  to 
concur  in  the  revifal  of  fuch  aifts 
as  they  might  think  themfelves  ag- 
'  grieved  by,  &c.  And  foon  after 
the  ifTuing  of  this  declaration,  the 
people  flocked  in  great  numbers  to 
his  head- quarters,  and  made  their 
fubmiiTion. 

The   greateft   and   fineft 
part  of  the  handfome  town 
of  Gefle,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Geftrlcia,  in  Sweden,  was 
burnt  to  afhes. 

A  perfed  rainbow  was  feen  at 
Lower-Halfton,  in  Kent,  about 
nine  at  night. 

,  Between    this    and    the 

^^  *  next  day,  at  midnight,  a 
moft  horrid  attempt  was  made  by 
a  number  of  wretches  to  bcrn 
the  town  of  New-York,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  fo  well,  having 
fet  it  on  fire  in  feveral  places 
with  matches  and  combuliibies 
that  had  been  prepared  with  great 
art  and  ingenuity,  that  about  one 


20th, 


quarter  of  the  town  was  con- 
fumed;  and  the  reft  muft  have 
fuffered  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  exertions  of  Major- 
General  Robertfon,  the  officers  un- 
der his  command  in  the  town,  and 
the  brigade  of  guards  detached 
from  the  camp. 

A  few  days  ago  Cnpt.  Don  Da- 
val,  a  young  and  gallant  fea-officer 
in  the  Spanilh  fervice,  in  a  frigate 
of  34  guns,  in  company  with  ano- 
ther Spanilh  frigate  of  28  guns, 
fell  in,  near  Tetuan,  with  four 
Moorifh  zebecs,  when  a  bloody 
fcene  was  exhibited.  The  barba- 
rians boarded  the  Spaniards  nine 
times,  and,  although  fuperior,  al- 
moft  three  to  one  in  number,  were 
every  time  repulfed  with  great  lofs. 
At  lengthy  after  an  engagement  of 
fix  hours,  the  Moors  were  obliged 
to  ftrike  to  the  Spanilh  flag.  The 
lofs  of  the  barbarians,  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  upwards  of  260; 
and  that  of  the  Spaniards,  38  fea- 
men  and  3  officers  killed,  and  90 
men  and  officers  wounded ;  amongH 
the  latter  was  Capt.  Daval. 

Lord   North,    in   taking  j 

an  airing  in  Bufhy-Park,  ^ 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  flung  from 
his  horfe,  and  break  one  of  his 
arms,  which  put  a  flop  to  fome 
very  material  parliamentary  bufi- 
nefs  till  he  recovered.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  Majefty  did  his  Lordftiip 
the  honour  to  fend  daily  to  enquire 
after  his  health  ;  and  even  fre- 
quently to  go  in  perfon  to  fee  him, 
but  without  ever  fpeaking  of  bu- 
finefs  to  him,  left  any  application 
of  miad  fhould  retard  his  cure. 

The  Aldermen    Plumbe      g  , 
and    Thomas    were    chofen 
flieriffs  ;    and    Alderman    HaHfax 
lord  mayor,  f .  r  the  year  enfuing. 

The  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caffel 
has  returned  the  contribution  which 

his 
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his  fubjff^s  had  paid  to  the  mili- 
tary cheO,  and  declared  that  he 
would  do  fo  as  long  as  the  Heifian 
troops  continued  in  the  Britilh  fer- 
vice  ;  and  the  hereditary  prince, 
his  fon,  willing  to  follow  fo  good 
an  example,  publifhed  an  ordon- 
nance,  by  which  he  declared,  that 
all  the  parents  of  foldiers,  and  the 
foldiersthemfelves,  of  the  regiment 
of  Hefle-Hanau,  (the  territory  fet- 
tled on  his  eledoral  highnefs,  as 
an  eftablifhment  during  his  father's 
life)  gone  to  America,  fhall  be 
free  from  any  duty,  either  in  mo- 
ney or  produft,  upon  any  land  they 
may  poflefs  in  that  landgraviate, 
from  the  day  that  regiment  fet  out 
till  its  return.  Moreover,  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  court  of  London, 
all  the  letters  written  by  the  officers 
or  foldiers  of  the  German  troops 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  North  America,  to 
their  friends  in  Europe,  and  to 
them  from  fuch  their  friends,  are 
to  be  exempted  from  poftage. 

,  General   Howe  iffued  a 

^  *  proclamation,  promifing  a 
full  pardon  to  all  deferters  from  the 
Britifh  troops  in  America,  who 
ihould  furrender  themfelves  on  or 
before  the  3ift  of  the  next  month; 
and,  towards  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, upwards  of  forty  of  thofe  who 
had  furrendered  in  confequence  of 
the  faid  proclamation,  arrived  in 
London,  in  their  way  to  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  to  make  part  of  the 
corps  lately  Colonel  0*Hara*s  on 
that  ftation. 

The  French  king  has  juft  re- 
ceived the  colledioja  of  ancient  mc,^ 
dais,  which  the  Sieur  Pellerin  had 
been  fo  many  years  making  for 
his  majefty,  whofe  cabinet  before 
this  acquifition  was  celebrated 
throughout  Europe,  but  now  may- 


very  truly  be  faid  to  be  the  richell 
and  moft  ufsful  ;  efpecially  for  the 
afliftance  it  may  lend  by  throwing 
new  lights  on  ancient  hiftory. 

Died,  the  yth  inflant,  Eric 
Guftavus  Queckford,  Knight  of  the 
Sword,  and  a  lieutenant-general  in 
the  Swedifli  fervice,  aged  88.  He 
was  the  laft  furviving  officer  who 
attended  Charles  XII.  at  Bender. 

Mrs.  Kennedy,  in  the  iioth 
year  of  her  age,  at  Dumfries,  in 
Scotland. 

The  17th,  Capt.  Thomas  Forbes 
of  the  royal  navy,  aged  102,  at 
Harwich. 

The  22d,Monfieur  Lewis  Cham- 
baud,  author  of  feveral  ufeful  works 
in  French  and  Englifh  ;  particu- 
larly a  French  Didionary  in  folio. 

Mafter  Chivers,  of  Rotherhithe, 
of  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  He 
had  drank  the  fait  water;  been 
bathed  in  it;  returned  feemingly 
well;  and  continued  fo  for  more 
than  a  month;  but,  on  the  17th 
inftant,  he  was  feized  with  the 
hydrophobia,  for  which  no  cure 
could  be  had. 

William  Dale,  aged  loi,  at 
Auftryin  Warwicklhire. 

The  27th,  Francis  Marfh,  Efq; 
at  Lambeth,  aged  84  years.  At 
the  age  of  60  he  had  his  coffin 
made,  and  kept  it  by  him  ever 
fince. 

The  29th,  Alderman  Ogden,  of 
Leiceller,  aged  96. 

Lately,  at  Chichefter,  Mr. 
George  Smith,  landfcape-painter, 
and  furviving  brother  of  three, 
who  all  cultivated  that  enchanting 
art.  He  gained  the  premiums  given 
by  the  fociety  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts,  &c.  in  1760,  1761, 
and  1763, 

Mr.  Robert  Weft,  father  of  Mr. 
Weft,  hiftorical  painter.     He  was 
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born  at  Lor\^-Crandon,  Bucks,  in 
1690;  went  in  1715  toPenfylvania, 
where  he  had  three  brothere  fettled, 
who  went  there  with  William  Penn ; 
married  and  raifed  a  family  of  ten 
children  in  that  province;  and 
came  over  in  1764  to  vifit  his  na- 
tive country,  and  fee  his  fon, 
where  he  has  continued  ever  fince. 
He  was- one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  univerfally  efteemed. 

Jofiah  Van  Rochle,  Efq  ;  who 
had  made  nine  voyages  to  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

At  Chelfea,  Edward  Northorpe, 
Efq  ;  worth  40,0001.  of  which  he 
has  left  5000I.  to  portion  ten  mai- 
dens, in  the  choice  of  his  execu- 
tors. 

In  Spitalfields,  Mr.  James  Point- 
houfe,  who  ferved  with  King 
George  I.  in  the  allied  army,  pre- 
vious to  that  Monarch's  fwaying 
the  Britifti  fceptre. 

At  Greenwich,  Thomas  Ran- 
dall, nged  near  100,  who  was 
cabbin-boy  on  board  Admiral  Ruf- 
fel's  ihip,  in  the  famous  battle 
with  the  French,  under  Tourville, 
in  1692,  and  continued  in  the  ier- 
vice  of  his  country  from  that  time 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  war. 
Mr.  Buck,  aged  105,  at  Dublin. 
Near  Nancy,  fn  Lorr;iin,  M. 
Lanceljot  Chambellan,in  his  iC9th 
year;  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
he  walked  upwards  of  ten  miles. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Clarke,  aged  1 1 2, 
at  Weflorp,  in  Nottinghamfhire. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Mendes  Furiado, 
aged  109. 

SUMMER    ASSIZES. 

At  Dorchefter,  one  was  capitally 
convided,  but  afterwards  reprieved. 
At  thefe  affizes,  Mr.  Sykes,  the 
late  member  for  Shaftefbury,  was 
convided  of  bribery,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
timer, the  prefeiit  member,  reco- 


vered penalties  to  the  amount  of 
1 1,000  1.  This  is  the  moft  deci- 
five  caufe  ever  yet  determined  in 
favour  of  the  landed  intereft. 

The  following  point  of  law  was 
argued  at  the  faid  affizes :  *^  Whe- 
ther the  fetting  out  of  grafs  in 
cocks,  from  the  fwath,  without  ted- 
ding, was  or  was  not  a  good  fetting 
out  of  ty  thes  ?"  After  a  full  hear- 
ing, the  queftion  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  and  a  verdift 
given  againft  the  redtor  for  not 
taking  his  tythe  away. 

At  Cambridge,  one  was  capitally 
convidled  of  horfe-ftealing,  but  af- 
terwards reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  two  were  capitally 
convidteJ,  but  reprieved. 

At  Nottingham,  one,  but  r/s-^ 
prieved. 

At  Buckingham,  one  for  murder. 
At  Litchfield,  one,  for  forgery. 
At  Horfham,  for  the  county  of 
SufTex,  an  old  woman,  aged  74, 
was  found  guilty  of  murdering  her 
hufband,  a  butcher,  at  Brightling, 
in  that  county,  and  fentenced  to 
be  burnt.  She  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  be  infane;  but  from  the 
clear,  artful  anfwers  fhe  gave,  and 
the  defence  (he  made.  Lord  Manf- 
field  was  clearly  of  a  contrary  opi- 
nion. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Devon,  three  were  capitally  con- 
victed. 

At  Guildford,  eleven  ;  fix  of 
whom,  viz.  four  women  for  a  rob- 
bery, and  two  horfe-ftealers,  were 
afterwards  reprieved  ;  the  other  five 
were  executed. 

At  Durham,  two,  one  of  whom, 
for  a  burglary,  was  executed. 

At  Newcallle,  two,  one  of  whom, 
for  dealing  two  bank  notes  out  of 
a  letter,  was  executed. 

At  the  ailizes  for  the  county  of 
Northumberland,    four,    one     of 
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whom,  for  a  highway  robbery,  was 
executed. 

At  Bridgewater,  one. 

At  Bodmin,  one,  who  was  af- 
terwards reprieved. 

At  BriitoJ,  only  one  caufe,  of  a 
very  trifling  nature,  was  tried. 

At  York,  two  were  capitally 
convided,  but  reprieved.  In  the 
trial  of  one  of  them,  John  SutclifF, 
for  tiie  murder  of  his  wife  and 
child,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atkingfon  de- 
pofed,  the  reafon  Sutcliff  gave  for 
murdering  his  wife,  was,  that,  as 
ihe  was  in  a  miferable  fituation, 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  put  her 
out  of  mifery.  When  afked,  why 
he  murdere'H  his  child,  being  in 
no  mifery  ?  he  faid,  he  gave  it  in 
facriiice  to  God,  in  return  for  fome 
bleffings  he  had  received  a  few 
days  before.  The  jury  brought  in 
their  verdict  infane. 

At  Maidllone,  four  were  capi- 
tally convicted,  two  of  whom  were 
reprieved,  but  the  others  for  mur- 
der were  executed. 

At  Shrewibury,  one,  but  re- 
prieved. 

At  Salifbury  aCize,  Mary  Bower 
was  charged,  on  the  oath  of  her 
fitter,  with  taking  from  her  bank 
notes  to  the  amount  of  990I.  It 
appeared  to  be  a  family  affair. 

At  Norwich,  two  were  capitally 
convicted. 

At  the  afTizes  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  five  ;  but  all  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  two  were  convided, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Gloucefter,  one. 

At  Carlifle,  one  ;  but  reprieved. 
At  the  above  affizes  was  tried,  be- 
fore Mr.  Juftice  Aftiurft,  the  long- 
depending  caufe  between  Sir  James 
Lowther,  Bart,  plaintiff,  and  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  de- 
fendant, relative  to  tlie  foccage 
lands  of  Inglefwood  foreft  ;  when 


a  verdidl  was  given  for  the  defen- 
dant. 

At  Lincoln,  three  were  capitally 
convicted,  but  reprieved. 

At  Appleby,  one  ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  ten  ;  eight  of 
whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Oxford,  two  brothers,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Abingdon,  three,  and  re- 
prieved. 

At  Northampton,  one,  for  mur- 
der ;  and  another  for  a  burglary, 
but  were  both  reprieved  ;  and  the 
jurors  verdidl  on  the  former  re- 
ferred to  the  opinion  of  tae  twelve 
judges. 

At  Worcefter,two,  but  reprieved. 

At  Brecon  affizes,  one,  for  wil- 
fully and  premeditately  firing  a 
loaded  pillol  at  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  on 
account  of  a  young  woman  whom 
they  both  courted,  and  dangeroufly 
wounding  him  in  the  hip. 

At  Lancafter,  two,  of  burglary, 
but  both  reprieved. 

At  Chefter,  four,  and  all  exe- 
cuted. 

The  affizes  at  Bedford,  War- 
wick, Coventry,  Salifbury,  Hun- 
tingdon, Cowbridge,  and  Win- 
chefter,  proved  maiden. 

At  the  laft  of  the  above  affizes, 
an  action  was  brought  by  farmer 
Mafkall,  plaintiff,  againfl  a  neigh- 
bouring farmer,  defendant,  for  de» 
bauching  one  of  his  daughters, 
under  thecommon  pretenceof  mar- 
riage. Many  learned  arguments 
were  ufed  by  the  plaintiff's  coun^ 
fel,  in  relation  to  the  nature,  cri- 
minality, and  confequence  of  the 
offence  ;  and  the  evidence  being 
impartially  fummed  up  by  the 
learned  judge,  the  jury,  without 
hefitation,  found  a  verdidl  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  250I.  damages,  and 
all  cods. 

[M]  4  OCTOBER. 
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OCTOBER. 

,  Was  tried  at  Guildhall, 
^  •  before  the  Recorder,  in  the 
Mayor's  court,  an  adlion  brought 
againft  a  lottery-office-keeper,  to 
recover  the  chances  arifing  upon 
the  infurance  of  lottery  tickets, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  90I,  Af- 
ter much  inveftig^tion,  and  argu- 
ment of  the  counfel  on  both  fides, 
averdid  was  given  for  the  defend- 
ant, agreeable  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Judge,  who  held,  that,  though 
there  appeared,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  evidence,  an  acknowledgment, 
of  the  debt ;  yet,  as  the  contradl 
was  illegal,  and  in  violation  of 
the  Gaming  A<^,  the  plaintiff  had 
no  remedy  againft  the  defendant. 
The  courts  of  law,  he  faid,  had 
been  fo  ftridl  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
that  fpecies  of  traffick,  fo  highly 
detrimental  to  commerce,  that  he 
remembered  an  inftance,  wherein 
the  money  paid  for  infurance  was 
returned. 

,  The  delegates  of  the  fe- 

4"  •  veral  North-American  co- 
lonies and  provinces,  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congrefs,  not  excepting 
thofe  of  New  York,  though  actu- 
ally in  the  King's  hands,  figned 
articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union ;  which  the  reader  wiU 
Snd  among  our  State  Papers. 

A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  county 
court  of  Corke,  in  Ireland,  before 
Mr.  Juftice  Henn,  between  Mr. 
Godfreid  Gerard  Fehrman,  plain- 
tiiF,  and  Mr.  William  Falkner, 
Surveyorof  Robert's  Cove,  Charles 
McCarthy  and  Samuel  Philips, 
revenue-boatmen, defendant?.  The 
aftion  was  brought  for  unlawfully 
detaining  atKinfale,  laft  January, 
Mrs.  Fehrman,  the  plaintiff's  wife, 
three  hours,  under  pretence  of  her 
having   fome   India   goods  about 


her,  fhe  refufing  to  admit  herfelf 
to  be  fearched  ;  and,  after  a  full 
hearing,  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdid  for  the  plaintiff  of  fixty 
guineas  damages,  and  full  cofts  of 
fuit.  Mr.  Fehrman,  laft  fummer 
affizes,  obtained  a  verdid  for  fixty 
pounds,  from  another  revenue- 
oiftcer,  for  unlawfully  entering  his 
cellar,  under  pretence  of  his  ha- 
ving unlicenfed  beer  in  it. 

By  letters  from  Liverpool,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  had  already 
cleared,  in  one  year,  950I.  by 
carrying  paffengers  betwixt  Run- 
corn and  Mancheller;  and  12,500!. 
by  carrying  goods  betwixt  Man- 
chefter  and  Liverpool;  all  which 
the  public  muft  allow  his  Grace 
richly  deferves,  when  they  are  af- 
fured  that  his  inland  navigation 
has  already  coft  him  220,oool. 

The  ceremony  of  mar-  ^  , 
riage  between  His  Imperial  "^  * 
Highnefs,  the  Gr^nd  Duke  of 
Rufiia,  and  the  Princefs  of  Wir- 
temberg  Stutgard,  was  performed, 
with'  great  pomp,  at  Peterfburgh, 
by  Her  Imperial  Majefty's  con- 
feffor;  but  not  till  the  Princefs 
had  been  folemnly  baptized  into 
the  Greek  church,  by  the  name  of 
Maria  Fefdorowna. 

The  collegiate  church  of  , 

St.  Peter,  Weftminfl^r,  was  9^"- 
opened  for  divine  fervice,  after 
having  been  long  (hut  up,  to  ereft 
a  new  choir,  and  make  feveral 
other  neceffary  repairs,  of  which 
the  following  ihort  defcription  of 
that  moft  venerable  part  of  the 
building,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  will 
give  the  bell  idea.  Upon  entering 
the  front  gate  of  the  choir,  you 
afcend  three  fteps,  the  marble 
pavement,  or  floor,  having  been 
raifed  upwards  of  two  feet.  The 
feats  belonging  to  the  Dean  and 
Sub-Pean  are  brought  feveral  feet 
;  (ofwar4 
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forward,  in  order  that  thofe  who 
fill  them  may  hear  the  preacher 
without  being  obliged  to  leave 
their  places,  as  was  the  cafe  before 
this  alteration  took  place*  The 
pifture  of  Richard  the  Second  is 
removed  from  the  place  in  which 
jt  was  hung,  into  the  Chapter- 
houfe,  and  the.  pulpit  is  placed  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  choir.  The 
ttalls  for  the  clergy  and  finging 
men  are  not  materially  altered, 
but  the  places  appointed  for  the 
gentlemen  of  Wellminller  fchool, 
though  plain  and  neat,  are  better 
conftruded  than  the  old  ones. 

,  This  day  and  the  13th, 

"^"'  a  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  Pro- 
vincials on  Lake  Chaplain  was 
entirely  defeated^  iwo  of  their 
veflels  taken,  and  ten  burnt  or  de- 
ftroyed,  by  another  fleet  partly  built 
and  rebuilt  there,  and  partly  car- 
ried there  fome  miles  over  land. 
The  provincials,  on  the  news  of 
their  fleet  being  defeated,  quitted 
Crown-Point,  having  firft  fet  fire 
%o  all  the  houfes  and  buildings 
within  it,  and  returned  to  Ticon- 
deroga 

A  few  days  ago,  as  Major  Bal- 
four, of  the  firft  or  royal  Scots  re- 
giment, and  his  brother,  were  out 
a  Ihooting,  near  Fort  George,  in 
Scotland,  the  Major,  having  fired 
his  piece  at  fome  birds,  ciefired 
his  brother  to  fire  alfo,  when,  un- 
fortunately, as  he  was  preparing 
to  do  fo,  the  Major  ftept  forward 
before  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  re- 
ceived the  charge  in  his  head,  and 
expired  a  few  hours  after.  The 
Major  was  univcrfally  efteemed. 
No  wordf  can  exprefs  the  agony  of 
his  brother  upon  this  melancholy 
catallrophe. 

Thirty-two  convi(5ls,  who  had 
lain  fix  months  on  board  a  tranf- 
Dort  in   Limehpufe-holejj  without 


knowing  where  they  were  to  be 
taken,  fome  days  ago  found 
means  to  put  an  end  to  a  liate  of 
uncertainty,  too  bad  in  a  manner 
for  moft  crimes,  by  making  their 
efc  ape. 

The  Pope,  though  a  great  friend 
to  the  Ex- Jefuits,hasbeen  obliged, 
notwithftanding,  to  banifh  them 
his  capital,  on  pain  of  having  the 
Spanifli  ones  left  on  his  hands  by 
the  ftoppage^of  their  penfion  from 
the  court  of  Madrid. 

An  ancientpieceof  paint-  , 

ing,  by  Holbein,  repre-  ^  * 
fenting  an  interview  between  King 
Henry  VIII.  and  Francis  I.  of 
France,  at  Guines,  near  Ardres, 
and  containing  upwards  of  four 
thoufand  faces,  which  had  beea 
hitherto  kept  in  the  private  apart- 
ments in  Windfor  Caille,  was,  by 
their  Majcfties  command,  placed 
for  public  infpedion  in  the  Royal 
Pidure  Gallery  ;  as  was  likewife 
another  ancient  pidlure,  a  fea- 
piece,  reprefenting  the  return  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  his  nobility,  from 
the  faid  interview.  The  reader 
will  find  an  account  of  the  firft  of 
thefe  pidures  in  our  laft  volume. 

In  confequence  of  two  ,  , 
declarations  lately  ifTued  by  '  ^  * 
Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe, 
one,  on  the  14th of  July,  purport- 
ing, that  his  Majeliy  was  defirous 
to  deliver  his  American  fubjeds 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
other  opprellions ;  and  to  reftore 
the  colonies  to  his  proteftion  and 
peace  :  the  other,  on  the  19th  ult. 
the  purport  of  which  the  reader 
may  fee  againft  that  date;  up- 
wards of  nine  hundred  perfons, 
of  refpeftable  charaders,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  prefented  their  Ex- 
cellencies with  an  addrefs,  in 
which,  after  the  vvarmeft  expref- 

flon« 
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fions  of  duty,  afFeftion,  and  gra- 
titude for  his  Majefty,  and  fome 
compliments  to  their  Excellencies, 
they  exprefs  their  hopes,  that  the 
fufterings  of  their  abfent  fellow- 
citizens,  many  of  whom  had  been 
driven  away  by  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  the  fpirit  of  perfecution 
which  lately  prevailed  there;  or  fent 
to  New-England,  and  other  diftant 
parts ;  will  plead  in  their  behalf, 
and  engage  their  Excellencies,  on 
thefe  their  dutiful  reprefentations, 
to  reftore  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York  to  his  Majefty's  pro- 
teftion  and  peace.  Accordingly, 
foon  after.  Governor  Tryon  was 
re-eftablifhed  in  his  government, 
and  the  feveral  courts  re-opened  for 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

His  moil  faithful  Majefty  has 
lately  publiflied  a  general  pardon 
to  all  his  fubjedts  who  had  fled 
their  country  for  different  crimes, 
on  condition  of  their  ferving  five 
years  in  the  army. 

Between  eight  and  nine  at  night, 
the  General  Wolf  Packet  was  run 
down,  between  Liverpoole  and 
Dublin,  by  the  Hawke  tender, 
then  going  at  the  rate  of  fix  knots 
(miles)  an  hour  ;  and  out  of  forty- 
three  paflengers,  exclufive  of  the 
crew,  but  twenty  perfons,  in  all, 
were  faved. 

J.  ,  The    King's   forces   en- 

^  '  camped  on  New  York 
Ifland,  having  got  behind  the  Pro- 
vincials ftationed  at  King's- bridge, 
and  obliged  themthereby  to  abandon 
their  almoft  impregnable  intrench- 
ments  at  that  place. 

Lord  Berkeley  having  been 
/lopped  in  his  poft-chaife,  about 
ten  at  night,  near  Salt-hill,  and 
robbed  of  his  money,  watch,  &c. 
one  of  his  fcrvants,  who  came  up 
at  that  inftant,  purfued  the  high- 
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wayman,  foon  overtook  him, 
and,  difcharging  a  piftol  at  him, 
killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

An  addrefs  of  the  Lord-  , 

mayor.  Recorder,  Alder-  '^  * 
men.  Sheriffs,  and  Commons,  of 
the  city  of  York,  in  common 
council  aflembled,  congratulating 
his  Majefty  on  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms  in  North  America  ;  approv- 
ing of  his  meafures  with  regard  to 
his  colonies  there ;  and  aiiuring 
him  that  they  are  zealous  friends 
to  law,  liberty,  and  order,  and 
determined  enemies  to  fadlion,  li- 
centioufnefs,  and  fedition  ;  and 
that  they  regarded  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  his  Majefty's  crown, 
and  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
Britifli  legiflature,  as  the  great 
pillar  of  that  excellent  conftitudon, 
on  which  depends  the  freedom  and 
profperity  of  every  branch  of  the 
BriUfii  empire,  was  this  day  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  and  moft 
gracioufly  received. 

When,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
moved  to  enquire  into  the  methods 
ofed  to  obtain  addrefles  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  ftile  with  the  above. 
Sir  William  Baggot  got  up,  and  re- 
lated to  the  Houfe  the  origin  and 
conduft  of  the  Stafford  addrefs. 
He  faid,  that  having,  while  in 
Warwickftiire,  feen  the  addrefs  to 
all  the  eledors  of  Great  Britain, 
which  was  figned  by  Deputy  Pi- 
per; and,  not  being  willing  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  county 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  re- 
prefent  fhould  dance  to  Deputy  Pi- 
per's tune,  he  went  home  imme- 
diately ;  and  at  the  feffions  an  ad- 
drefs, containing  fentiments  very 
different  from  that  of  Mr.  Deputy 
Piper,  was  propofed  and  agreed 
to,    only  one   perfon,  whom    the 

Houfe 
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Houfe    well    knew,    (Mr.  Wool- 

drldge,  who  had  laft  year  fpoken 

at  their  bar)  objecting  to  it. 

The  Bifhop  of  Ely  took  poflef- 

fion  of  an  houfe  in  Dover-llreet, 

erefted  by  aft  of  parliament  for  the 

future  town  relidence  of  the  Bifhops 

of  that  fee,  and  to  be  called  Ely- 

houfe  for  the  future,  in  lieu  of  the 

old  palace,  on  Holborn-hill. 

„  The  fefiions  ended  at  the 

2 1  Ir 

•     Old  Bailey,  when  feventeen 

capital  Convifts  received  fentencc 
of  death,  viz.  three,  for  coining; 
one,  for  forgery  ;  two,  for  horfe- 
ftealing  ;  one,  for  (heep-Ilcaling; 
one,  for  burglary ;  one,  for  a 
robbery  in  a  houfe  of  ill  fame  ; 
and  eight,  for  various  footpad  and 
other  highway  and  ftreet  robberies. 
Five  more  convifts  were  fentenced 
to  hard  labour  on  the  Thames  ; 
and  feven,  to  hard  labour  in  Bride- 
well ;  feven,  to  confinement  in 
Newgate;  four,  to  be  whiped; 
eight  were  branded  in  the  hand ; 
and  twenty-two  weredifcharged  by 
proclamation. 

And,  on  the  nth  of  December, 
two  of  the  coiners,  the  forgerer, 
and  five  of  the  other  capital  con- 
vi6ls,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 
The  unhappy  man,  for  forgery, 
having  been  once  a  tradefman  in 
graat  credit,  both  for  honelly  and 
induftry,  was  indulged  with  a 
mourning-coach.  He  made  a  very 
afFedling  fpeech  to  the  populace, 
at  the  place  of  execution,  of  near 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  continuance, 
in  which  he  attributed  his  unhappy 
fate,  not  fo  much  to  any  extrava- 
gancy, as  an  indifcreet"  defire  of 
being  able  to  carry  on  a  great 
trade.  Before  his  death,  he  fa- 
tisticd  all  his  creditors  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  ^his  power,  though  by  fo 
doing  he  lef:  his  family  in  the 
loofl  wretched  circumllanccs. 


During  the  mayoralty  of  the 
prefent  Lord -mayor,  John  Saw- 
Dridge,  Efq;  eighty  -  eight  per* 
fons  received  fentence  of  death, 
and  thirty-nine  were  executed  ;  fix 
of  them,  for  murder. 

The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufca- 
ny,  by  an  edift  of  this  date,  has 
brought  feveral  places  under  the 
immediate  dependence  of  his 
crown,  which  were  formerly  under 
that  of  the  Camadule  Hermites. 
The  queftron  is,  under  which  ju- 
rifdiflion  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
places  are  likely  to  be  happieft. 

His  Excellency  the  Mar-         - 
quis  de  Noailles,   Ambaf-    ^^ 
fador   from  France,   had  his    firfl 
private  audience  of  his    Majefty, 
to  deliver  his  credentials. 

The  Marquis  de  Bernard  , 

Tanucci,  who,  for  a  great  ^^  ' 
number  of  years  pad,  had  been 
Prime  Minifter,  and  chief  or  fole 
favourite,  to  the  prefent  and  the 
late  King  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
was  difmiiTed  his  employments, 
but  in  the  moft  honourable  manner. 
He  is  fucceced  by  the  Marquis 
Delia  Sambacca,  the  fon  of  Prince 
De  Campo  Reale,  Cbunfellor  of 
State,  and  Prefident  of  the  junto 
of  Sicily. 

The  Reglfters  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  iheir  clerks,  took 
pofreffion  of  their  new  office  ia 
Chancery-lane  ;  and,  next  day,  an 
elegant  buft,  in  marble,  of  the 
prefent  Lord  Chancellor,  executed 
by  Mr.  Npllekin,  was  put  up  in 
the  faid  office,  with  the  following 
infcription  :  '*  The  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Earl  Bathurrt,  Lord  High 
Chancellor    of  Great   -    Britain, 

.776." 

About  a  quarter  before      .  , 
eleven  o'clock,    a    iudden  ' 

fhuck  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  all 

over 
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over  the  town  of  Northampton, 
and  in  many  adjacent  villages,  at- 
tended with  a  noife  much  like  the 
violent  jolt  of  a  cart,  which  very 
apparently  jarred  the  houfes,  and 
threw  the  windows  into  a  noify 
agitation  for  about  two  feconds ; 
and  a  ball  or  balls  of  fire  were  feen 
at  the  fame  time  by  many  perfons 
in  the  fame  town  and  neighbour- 
hood. The  like  phaenomena  were 
felt  and  feen  at  Harborough,  and 
as  far  as  Loughborough,  in  the 
COuntyofLeicefter,  about  the  fame 
time.  The  concuffion  did  not  ap- 
pear fo  great  in  thofe  parts;  but 
the  light,  from  various  defcrip- 
tions,  feems  to  have  been  equal. 

,  His  Majefly  was  pleafed, 

^  '  by  two  feveral  proclama- 
tions, to  order  that  a  public  fall  and 
humiliation  fhould  be  obferved 
thoughout  England,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  upon  Friday 
the  13th  of  December  next,  for 
the  purpofes,  befides  the  other 
ttfual  ones,  of  imploring  the  inter- 
vention and  bleffing  of  the  Al- 
mighty, fpeedily  to  deliver  his 
loyal  fubjecls  within  his  colonies 
and  provinces  in  North  America, 
from  the  violence,  injuftice,  and 
tyranny,  of  thofe  daring  rebels, 
who  had  aiTumed  to  themfelves  the 
cxercife  of  arbitrary  power;  to 
open  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  had 
been  deluded,  by  fpecious  falfe- 
hoods,  in.o  ads  of  treafon  and  re- 
bellion ;  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
authors  of  thefe  calamities ;  and 
iinally  to  rettore  his  people  in  thofe 
diftradled  provinces  and  colonies 
to  the  happy  condition  of  being 
free  fubjedls  of  a  free  ftate,  under 
which  heretofore  they  had  flourillied 
fo  long,  and  profpered  fo  much. 

rt  His  Majefty  went  to  the 

3'"*     Houfe  of  J^ecrs,  and  open- 


ed the  fefSon  of  parliament  with 
a  moll  gracious  fpeech ;  which, 
with  the  addre/Tes  in  return  from 
both  houfes,  and  his  Majcfty's 
moft  gracious  anfwers  to  them,  the 
reader  will  find  among  our  State 
Papers. 

The  following  humane  order  has 
been  fent  from  the  War-office,  to 
General  Howe,  in  America. 
**  State  of  Allowances  and  Regu- 
lations. 

If  a  wound  Ihall  be  received  in 
aftion  by  any  commiffioned  officer, 
which  fhall  occafion  the  lofs  of  an 
eye  or  a  limb,  he  fhall  receive  a 
gratuity  in  money  of  one  year's 
full  pay,  and  be  further  allowed 
fuch  expences  relating  to  his  cure 
(if  not  performed  at  the  King's 
charge)  as  fhall  be  certified  to  be 
realbnable  by  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  army,  and  Infpedlor  Gene- 
ral of  regimental  infirmaries,  upon 
examination  of  the  vouchers  which 
he  fhall  lay  before  them. 

If  the  wounds  received  fhall  not 
amount  to  the  lofs  cf  a  limb,  the 
charge  of  cure  only  fhall  be  allow- 
ed, certified  as  above.  When  any 
commiffioned  officer  fhall  lofe  an 
eye  or  a  limb  as  aforefaid,  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  corps 
in  which  he  ferves,  fhall  deliver  to 
him  a  certificate,  fpecifying  the 
time  when,  and  the  place  where 
the  faid  accident  happened  ;  a  du- 
plicate of  which  certificate  fhall 
likewife  be  tranfmitted  with  the 
next  monthly  returns. 

When  any  commiffioned  officer 
fhall  be  killed  in  adion,  his  wi- 
dow and  orphan  children  (if  he 
leaves  any)  Ihail  be  allowed  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  widow,  a  full  year's  pay 
according  to  her  hufband's  regi- 
menial    commiffion  ^   Each    child 

under 
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under  age  and  unmarried,  one 
third  of  what  is  allowed  to  the  wi- 
dow ;  pofthumous  children  to  be 
included. 

AH  perfons  dying  of  their 
wounds,  within  fix  months  after 
battle,  fhall  be  deemed  flain  in 
ailion. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the 
corps  in  which  the  flain  officer 
ferved,  fhall,  on  demand,  give  a 
certificate  of  his  being  killed  in 
a6lion  to  his  furviving  wife  and  or- 
phans refpedively,  fpecifying  the 
time  when,  and  the  place  where, 
the  faid  accident  happened  ;  a  du- 
plicate of  which  fliall  likewife  be 
iranfmitted  with  the  next  monthly 
returns." 

His  Majefty  has  befides  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  lool, 
to  each  of  the  mailers,  and  50I.  to 
each  of  the  men  of  the  undermen- 
tioned tranfports,  who  bravely 
exerted  themfelves  in  their  coun- 
try's caufe  in  the  late  affair  at 
New  -  York  ifland  ;  viz.  Robert 
Roughead,  of  the  Good  Intent  ; 
Rickman  Fowler,  of  the  Symetry  ; 
John  Randall,  of  the  Grand  Du- 
chefs  of  Ruffia  ;  Thomas  Brown, 
of  the  Saville  ;  John  Chambers,  of 
the  Mercury  ;  and  James  Stuart, 
of  the  America. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
Continental  Congrefs  refolved  to 
borrow  eight  millions  of  dollars,  at 
four  per  cent,  intereft,  and  ifl"ued 
a  proclamation  accordingly. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
likewife,  a  grea:  revolution  hap- 
pened in  the  government  of  Ma- 
dras ;  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  council  there  having  thought 
proper,  by  their  own  authority,  to 
depofe  and  imprifon  Lord  Pigot 
the  Governor,  and  confer  the  go- 
vernment on  Colonel  Stuart. 


Died,  the  3d  inflant,  Mr. 
Etheridge,  a  celebrated  architect, 
who,  among  other  public  works, 
built  Walton  bridge. 

The  4th,  Mrs.  Roflanley,  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Wells  Roflanley, 
an  ingenious  defigner  in  Oxford- 
flreet,  who  died  the  ill  inftant'; 
Mrs.  Roflanley  having  refufed  to 
take  any  manner  of  fuftenance,  af- 
ter his  death,  till  flie  expired. 

The  26th,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierre 
Francois  Le  Courayer,  in  the  95th 
year  of  his  age,  in  Downing.ftreet, 
Weftminfter. 

The  1 8th,  John  Ellis,  Efq; 
F.  R.S.  Agent  for  the  Province 
of  Weft  Florida,  and  for  the  ifland 
of  Dominica;  but  better  known, 
as  the  firft  difcoverer  of  the  pro- 
perties of  thofe  curious  fubftances, 
called  corals  and  coralines,  and 
ftill  better,  for  his  public-fpirited 
endeavours  to  promote  the  ftudy, 
and  extend  the  benefits,  of  natural 
hiftory  ;  at  Hampftead. 

The  25th,  Mr.  Levy  Marks, 
principal  fcribe  of  the  Jews  fyna- 
gogue,  and  a  gentleman  of  unble- 
miflied  characfler,  aged  96. 

Lately,  Sir  William  Yorke,  late 
Chief  Juftice  of  Ireland,  after  re- 
tiring on  a  penfi  n.  His  death 
was  owing  to  a  miftake  of  his  fer- 
vant.  Sir  William  was  grievoufly 
aiflided  with  the  ftone,  and  in  his 
(evere  fits  he  ufed  to  take  a  certain 
quantity  of  laudanum  drops.  On 
calling  for  his  ufual  remedy,  du« 
ring  the  moft  racking  pains  of  his 
diftemper,  the  drops  could  not  be 
found  ;  whereupon  the  fervant  wa» 
difpatched  to  his  apothecary  ;  bur, 
inftead  of  laudanum  <^rops,  he 
aflced  for  laudanum.  A  quantity 
of  laudanum  vas  accordingly  fent, 
with  a  fpecial  charge  not  to  give  Sir 
William  more    than    twenty-four 

drcos. 
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drops.  But  the  fellow,  forgetting 
the  caution,  gave  the  bottle  into 
his  mailer's  hand,  who  in  his  agony 
drank  up  the  whole  contents,  and 
expired  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after. 
For  the  great  efficacy  of  coffee,  in 
counteracting  the  power  of  opium, 
&c.  fee  the  laft  article  of  our  Pro- 
jetts  for  this  year. 

The  very  celebrated  Dr.  Tho- 
mas Townfend,  alchymift  to  his 
Majefty  ;  at  his  lodgings  in  South- 
wark. 

Mr.  Carey,  of  Dartford,  Kent, 
who  loft  both  his  legs,  and  one 
arm,  in  an  engagement  in  the  re. 
bellion  of  1745. 

Mrs.  Ann  Simpfon,  widow,  aged 
101,  at  Sunbury. 

Jofeph  Dobyns,  a  Ihepherd, 
aged  102,  at  Rickmanfworth,  in 
Herts. 


ifl 
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A  motion  being  made 
by  Mr,  Saxby,  at  a  court 
of  common-council  at  Guildhall, 
that  an  additional  falary  fliould  be 
allowed  the  Lord-mayors,  to  en- 
able them  to  fupport  that  office 
with  dignity,  without  expending 
any  part  of  their  own  fortunes, 
after  fome  warm  debates,  it  was, 
at  length,  carried  by  a  majority, 
that  loool.  per  annum  be  added  to 
their  falary  ;  on  condition  that  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  all 
places  be,  for  the  future,  paid  into 
the  chamber  of  London,  the  Lord- 
Mayors  Hill  to  retain  the  '  eneiits 
of  the  Cocket-office.  See  the  ift 
of  Auguft. 

1  By  a  lift  of  fliips  already 

^    *      in  commiffion,  andput  into 
commiffion   this  day,  it  appears. 


that  Great  Britain  had  now  a 
fleet  of  one  fhip,  of  one  hundred 
guns  ;  five,  of  ninety  ;  one,  of 
eighty -four;  feven,  of  feventy- 
four  ;  four,  of  feventy  ;  and  ten, 
of  fixty-four  ;  in  all,  twenty-eight 
capital  fhips,  ready  to  put  to  fea 
at  a  very  (liort  notice. 

An  elegant  pidture  painted  by 
Mr.  Gainfborough,  of  Lord  Folk- 
ftone  in  his  coronation  robes,  was 
put  up  in  the  great  room  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  encouragement  of 
Arts,  &c.  as  a  juft  tribute  of  grati- 
tude to  his  lordlhip,  for  his  having 
been  the  firft  nobleman,  both  by 
his  purfe  and  his  perfonal  atten- 
dance, to  patronize  that  moft  ufe- 
ful  inftitution. 

An  appeal  to  the  Houfe  g  t 
of  Lords,  from  the  court  of 
feffion  in  Scotland,  and  of  great 
confequence  to  trade,  in  which 
Campbell,  Robertfon,  and  com- 
pany, merchants  in  Glafgovv,  were 
the  Appellants;  and  William  Shep- 
herd, and  others,  merchants  in 
London,  were  the  refpondents,  was 
this  day  datermined  by  their  lord- 
Ihips.  The  contell  was  for  pay- 
ment of  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
thirty-five  bags  of  cotton  fold  by 
the  refpondents  to  one  Rt.  Val- 
lance,  which  cotton  was  afterwards 
feized  at  Glafgowby  the  appellants 
for  money  due  to  them  from  Val- 
lance.  The  Lords  affirmed  the 
decree  of  the  court  of  feffion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  refpondents  Shepherd, 
&c.  with  lool.  colls. 

The  entertainment  given  -, 

at  Guildhall,  this  day,  be-  ° 
ing  Lord-mayor's  Day,  when  Sir 
Thomas  Halifax  was  fworn  into 
that  office,  was  honoured  with  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
four  of  the  Judges,  feveral  of  the 
principal  officers  of  ftate,  many  of 

the 
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ihe  nobility,  and  an  extraordinary 
number  of  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tindion,  for  the  firft  time  fince 
the  (pirit  of  party  took  place  in  the 
city. 

,  David    Hartley,    Efq; 

^^  member  for  Kingfton  upon 
Hull,  made  the  fixth  and  laft  public 
trial  of  his  method  of  preferving 
buildings  from  fire.  But,  as  this  is 
a  matter  not  to  be  fkimmed  over, 
and  too  long,  if  treated  at  length, 
as  it  deferves,  for  this  part  of  our 
work,  we  (hall  refcrve  what  we  have 
to  fay  of  it,  for  our  Appendix. 

,  The  ftate  -  lottery  began 

^3^"*    drawing  at  Guildhall. 

,  Their  Majeflies  went  to 

'+^"'  the  Earl  of  Derby's  houfe, 
in  Grofvenor  -  fquare,  and  Hood 
fponfors,  in  perfon,  with  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Carlifle,  to  his  Lordfnip's 
new-born  daughter,  who  was  bap- 
tized by  the  name  of  Charlotte. 

,  Mr.  Dunning  moved  the 

^^^^'  court  of  King's-Bench  for 
an  information  againft  two  juftices 
of  the  peace  for  Middlefex,  for  re- 
fufing  f  compel  two  perfons, 
charged  with  being  Roman  Catho- 
lics, to  take  the  oaths  ;  when 
Lord  Mansfield  refufed  Mr.  Dun- 
ning*s  motion  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  exprefi'ed  his  difapprobation 
of  this  attempt  to  revive  the  feve- 
rities  of  thofe  very  penal  laws. 

Not  many  years  Jigo,  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland  thought  pro- 
per to  free,  in  a  great  meafure, 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  that  king- 
dom from  the  galling  yoke  of  the 
penal  laws  there,  by  framing  a 
new  oath  for  them,  by  which  they 
might  fufficiently  exprefs  their 
loyalty  and  allegiance,  yet  without 
injury  to  their  religious  principles; 
and,  accordingly,  all  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  that  country  chear- 


fuUy  took  it.     Indeed,  the  fpirit 
of  toleration  and  humanity,  im- 
provement   and    difcovery,    feem 
to  be  now  abroad.       Of  this  we 
have  already  had  occafion  to  give 
fome    inltances,    and   hope    to  be 
able  to  give  more.      Here  let  us 
add,  that  the  court  of  Vienna  has 
abolifhed  the  ufe  of  the  torture  in 
her  tribunals   of  juftlce,    and  the 
ftate  of  villainage  in  her  demefnes  ; 
and  growing  every  day  more  and 
more   fenfible   of  the    advantages 
arifing  from  the  fpirit  of  toleration, 
[fee   p.    146.]    has    publifhed   an 
edifl,   which   gives  permiflion   to 
all  Turks,  Armenians,  Greeks,  Ja- 
cobites, and  other  fubjefts  of  the 
Ottoman  empire,  to  trade  in  the 
archduchy  of  Auftria,provided  they 
fettle  there    with    their    families. 
The  king  of  Sardinia  has  forbid- 
den any  perfon   to  be  imprifoned 
by  order  of  the  inquifitors,  till  the 
matter  has  been  made  known  to 
his  Majefty,  and  one  or  more  of 
his  privy  council  have  examined 
the    accufed    perfon,    and    fifted 
the  accufation  to  the  bottom;   as 
likewife  to  put  any  man  to  death 
in  the  prifons   of  the   inquifition. 
The   Emprefs   of   Ruffia,    befides 
eiFe^lually  beginnfng  to  make  fe- 
veral  of  her  rivers  navigable,  and 
join  them,  and  of  courle  the  feas 
bordering  her  vaft  dominions,  by 
canals,  and  pufliing  her  difcoveries 
towards  Japan  and  North  America; 
has  planted  fcveral  villages  in  the 
'  road  to  China,  in  order  to  render 
the   long  journey  there  lefs   dan- 
gerous, dreary,   and   uncomforta- 
ble.     The    emperor  of  Morocco 
treats  fome  of  his  captives  more 
like  prifoners  of  war  than  flaves. 
And  the  Spaniards  have  begun  to 
adopt  inoculation.     In  1771,  Don 
Timothy  Efcanlan,  principal  phy* 

fician 
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fician  to  the  department  of  the  ma- 
rine, introduced  it  into  Galifcia, 
and  inoculated  115  children  in  the 
city  of  Corogui  ;  among  others, 
the  fonsofDon  Emanuelde  Flores, 
Vice-roy  of  Santa  Fe,  and  thofe 
©f  Don  jofeph  Anthony  d'Armina, 
Intendant  of  Galicia,  all  of  whom 
have  done  very  well. 

fith  ^^^^    Wafhington,    and 

next  day.  Fort  Lee,  the 
only  places  on  New  York  ifland. 
which  Hill  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  Provincials,  furrendered  to 
his  Majefty's  arms. 

.  A   motion  was  made   in 

9  •  the  court  of  King's-Bench 
for  a  money-broker  to  fhew  caufe 
why  an  information  (hould  not  be 
granted  againft  him,  at  the  fuit  of 
Lord  Mountftuart.  The  money- 
broker,  it  feems,  had  made  very 
free  with  his  Lordfhip's  name,  to 
procure,  without  his  orders,  or 
even  knowledge,  two  fums  of 
2,iool.  each,  on  annuities,  at  fix 
years  purchafe,  thinking  that  his 
Lordlhip  greatly  wanted  the  mo- 
ney, anjd  therefore,  when  it  was 
ready,  would  be  glad  to  accept  of 
it,  and  on  the  above  terms.  But 
in  this  he  found  himfelf  greatly 
miilaken.  Lord  Mountftuart,  how- 
ever, might  have  forgiven  the  af- 
front, had  not  the  affair  reached 
Lord  Bute's  ears,  and  given  him  the 
greateft  concern,  though  his  Lord- 
ihip  had  too  much  delicacy  to  take 
any  notice  of  it  to  his  fon.  The 
rule  was  immediately  granted. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at  Guild- 
hall, at  which  feveral  aldermenwere 
prefent,  befides  the  Lord  Mayor, 
the  two  Sheriffs,  aild  the  Recorder, 
John  Sawbridge,  Efq;  late  Lord 
mayor,  received  the  unanimous 
thanks  of  the  court,  for  his  dili- 
gent and  faithful  difcharge  of  the 


duties  of  that  important  office,  fof 
his  fteady  and  impartial  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juilice,  his  zealous  defence 
of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  this 
great  city,  and  the  conftant  pro- 
tedlion  he  gave  to  all  its  inhabi- 
tants, by  refufing  the  fanftion  of 
his  authority  to  prefs- warrants  ; 
and  for  his  politenefs,  deference, 
and  attention,  to  the  members  of 
this  court,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  mayoralty. 

This  night  and  the  two  fol- 
lowing days  there  blew  the  great- 
ell  Itorm  of  any  that  had  happened 
for  fome  time  pad,  in  the  Low- 
Countries,  fome  part  of  France, 
and  all  over  England.  On  the 
night  of  the  20th,  it  demolifhed 
the  vane  of  the  cathedral  of  Ely, 
and  all  its  appurtenances,  with 
part  of  the  ftone-work  of  the  turret  • 
upon  which  the  vane  v/as  fixed ; 
broke  down  a  dyke  at  Delfthaven, 
in  Holland  ;  and,  being  at  north- 
weft,  drove  the  water  through  the 
iireets  like  a  river  ;  fo  tliat,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  wife  meafures 
taken  by  thofe  who  had  the  direc- 
tion of  the  dykes,  and  the  indefa- 
tigable labour  of  the  workmen,  the 
whole  town  mull  have  been  over- 
whelmed. In  other  places,  many 
loft  their  whole  fubftance,  which 
confifted  in  cattle  ;  and  fome,  their 
lives.  Part  of  the  city  of  Rotter- 
dam was  overflowed  ;  and  the  wa- 
ter rofe  there  half  an  inch  higher 
than  laft  year  ;  and  continued 
rifing  full  four  hours  and  an  half 
longer  than  ufual.  By  thefe  in- 
ftances,  the  damage  done  to  houfes 
and  (hips,  in  the  above  and  other 
places,  may  be  eafily  computed. 

His  Majefty  went  to  the  , 

Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  affent  to  a  bill  entitled. 
An  Adl  for  graniing  to  his  Ma- 
jefty 
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jefty  a  Land-tax  of  four  fhillings 
in  the  pound. 

,  A    new   bafon,    thirteen 

^5'  *  hundred  yards  broad,  and 
fhut  in  with  a  large  lock,  was 
opened  at  Otlend  ;  when  feveral 
ftips  entered  it  with  the  morning 
tide. 

.  Aboot    a    quarter    part 

^'^^^'  eight  in  the  evening,  the 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at 
Canterbury,  Sandwich,  Aftiford, 
and  all  over  Eail  Kent,  particu- 
larly on  the  coaft.  Its  direftion 
was  from  fouth  to  north ;  it  lafled 
about  eight  feconds,  and  was  at- 
tended by  a  diitant  rumbling  noife. 
The  morning  was  gloomy  and  per- 
fei^ly  calm,  wind  fouth,  Fahren- 
heit's barometer  (at  Sandwich)  29. 
8.  thermometer)  within  doors,  at 
the  fide  of  an  eaft  window  on  a 
llaircafe,  37.  3.  Some  china  on  a 
chell  of  drawers  at  Folkflone  was 
moved  an  inch  or  two,  each  piece; 
and  two  bits  of  wood  were  fhaken 
from  under  the  feet  of  a  table. 
The  (hock  caufed  a  bell  in  the 
church,  at  Dover, /to  found,  as 
likewife  a  hand-bell  on  St.  Mar- 
tin*s  Hill,  near  Canterbury.  The 
fame  (hock  was  ftill  more  fenfibly 
felt  at  Calais,  where  it  threw  the 
loaves  in  the  bakers  (hops  from  off 
the  (helves,  to  the  no  fmall  con- 
Iteration  of  the  inhabitants. 

,  Lord  Howe  and  General 

^  *  Howe  i/fued  a  proclama- 
tion, inviting  all  ranks  of  people 
in  the  North-American  colonies 
and  provinces  to  receive  a  gene- 
ral pardon,  on  their  furrendering 
themfelves  to  any  of  his  Majefty*s 
General  Officers,  Admirals,  &c. 
commanding  any  armed  vefTels  or 
fhips  in  his  fervice,  in  any  of  the 
different  ports,  and,  at  the  iame 
time,  teftifying  their  obedience  to 
the  laws,  by  fubfcribing  a  decla- 
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ration,  in  words  to  the  following 
effect,  viz.  "  I,  A.  B.  do  pro- 
mife  and  declare,  that  I  will  re- 
main peaceable  and  obedient  to  his 
Majefty  and  his  government,  and 
will  not  take  up  arms  againft  ei- 
ther, nor  encourage  others  to  take 
up  arms,  in  oppofition  to  his  au- 
thority.** 

Sir  Robert  Ainflie,  his  Britan. 
nick  Maje(ty's  AmbafTador  to  the 
Porte,  went  in  great  (late,  accom- 
panied by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
fa(flory  and  the  drugomen,  and 
had  an  audience  of  the  Grand  Vi- 
zir, who  received  him  with  all  pof- 
fible  marks  of  efteem  and  friend- 
(hip.  The  next  day  he  went  in 
the  fame  (late,  and  had  an  audi- 
ence of  the  Grand  Signior,  who 
was  feated  on  a  magnificent  throne, 
attended  by  his  great  officers  of 
Hate,  and  received  him  with  po- 
litenefs,  exprefled  great  friendfhip 
and  refped  for  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jerty,  and  was  pleafed  to  fay,  by 
the  Grand  Vizir,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  fubjefls  fhould  be  protefted 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  articles 
of  the  capitulations  between  the 
two  dates. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  King*s- 
bench,  the  affair  of  John  Tubbs, 
an  imprefTed  feaman,  whofe  dif- 
charge  was  claimed,  as  one  of  the 
Lord  -  mayor's  watermen,  by  the 
city  of  London,  But,  as  this  is  a 
matter  of  too  public  and  interell- 
inga  nature  not  to  betaken  notice 
of  in  the  Hidory  of  Europe,  wc 
(hall  refer  our  readers  for  an  ac- 
count of  it,  (as  likewife,  of  the 
trial  between  Lord  Rochford  and 
Mr.  Sayre,  and  for  the  fame 
reafons)  to  that  part  of  this 
work. 

At  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Society,  their  Prefident, 
Sir  John  Pringle,   Bart,  after  an 

[iVj  elegant 
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•legant  difcourfe  on  the  occafion, 
prcfented,  in  their  name,  James 
Cook,  Efq;  Captain  in  his  Ma- 
jelly's  navy,  with  the  gold  medal, 
called  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal, 
for  his  ufeful  paper  on  the  means 
ofpreferving  the  health  of  feamen 
in  long  voyages,  &c.  which  the 
reader  may  fee  in  our  fecond  part, 
with  fome  interefting  extrads 
from  Sir  John's  difcourfe.  The 
Society  afterwards  re-eleded  Sir 
John  for  their  Prefident ;  and  Sa- 
muel Wegg,  Efq;  for  their  Trea- 
furer  ;  and  eledled  Samuel  Horf- 
ley,  L  L.  D.  for  their  firft,  and 
John  Planta,  Efq;  for  their  fecond 
Secretaries, 

In  the  co'jrfe  of  this  month 
there  happened  a  dreadful  fire  at 
Breft,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
poor  fick  in  the  hofpital,  and  up- 
wards of  fifty  galley  -  flaves,  pe- 
ri (lied  ;  and  feveral  more  of  the 
galley- Haves  'made  their  efcape. 
Tp  prevent  the  reil  from  doing  fo, 
they  were  all  ordered  into  a  large 
court  under  the  guard  of  five  hun- 
dred foldiers,  and  there  to  lie  down 
on  their  bellies,  on  pain  of  the 
firft  man's  being  fhot  who  ftiouid 
attempt  to  lift  his  head.  This 
method  having  the  defired  fuccefs, 
every  thing  was  afterwards  carried 
on  with  all  the  tranquillity  that  the 
natural  confufion  of  fuch  an  acci- 
dent would  admit  qf  ;  and  by  very 
great  labour  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiames  was  at  length  ftoppcd. 

Died,  the  nth  inftant,  the 
Rev,  Do£lor  George  Wigan,  Rec- 
tor of  Old  Swinford,  Warwick- 
ihire,  and  Alhbury,  Berks ;  both 
which  livings  he  had  enjoyed  fifty- 
four  years ;  in  the  86tb  year  of  his 
age. 

The  16th,  Mr.  James  Fergufon, 
lefturcr  in  natural  philofophy  and 


aftronomy  ;  an  excellent  m' 
and  no  bad   miniature-p? 
his  houfe,  in   Bolt-couri, 
ftreet.     He  was   a   man,  who,   d^ 
mere  force  of  genius,  made  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  in  the  mathema- 
tical arts  and  fciences  ;   wrote  fe- 
veral ufeful  works  ;  and  both  pro- 
jefled  and  executed  a  great  number 
of  ingenious  inftruments  and  ma- 
chines.    [The  reader  will  find  a 
further  account  of  this  truly  fplf- 
taught  philofopher,  in  our  fecond 
pan.] 

Lately,  Mr.  Brice,  commander 
of  a  fquadron  of  armed  {hips  fitted 
out  by  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
and  llyled  Admiral ;  at  Bofton. 

William  Owagan,  Efq;  fenior 
alderman  of  Corke,  in  Ireland 
aged93.  He  wasoneof  the  }  ;a'S 
who  attended  King  James  l.'.  *  . 
1689,  when  entertained  by  tJuai 
city. 

Read  Peacock,  Efq;  fenior  al- 
derman of  Huntingdon,  as  he  was 
coming  to  London  in  the  diligence. 

Mr,  Matthias  Vento,  a  cele- 
brated mafter  of  mufic. 

Mr.  Edward  Shuter,  the  cele- 
brated comedian,  in  Windmill- 
ilreet. 

Mr.  John  Chefmeare,  who,  in 
the  reign  of  George  the  Firft,  had 
an  annuity  of  lool.  fettled  on  him 
from  Monfieur  d'Ibberville,  the 
French  minifter  to  the  court  of 
London,  for  having  proteded  him 
from  an  Englifh  mob. 

Mary  Thompfon,  at  South- 
Benfleet,  Eflex,  whofc  death  was 
occafioned  by  a  piece  of  griftlc 
fticking  in  her  throat.  She  lived 
fourteen'days  after  the  accident,  ia 
the  moft  miferable  condition,  not 
being  able  to  fwallow  any  thing 
whatever,  every  attempt  to  remove 
the  griftle,  particularly  by  a  piece 
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of  whalebone  repeatedly  applied, 
having  proved  fruitlefs. 


2d 


DECEMBER. 

His  Majefty  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  aflent  to  the  following 
bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  du. 
ties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry. 

The  bill  for  punilhing  mutiny 
and  defertion. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majefty's  marine  forces  while 
on  fhore. 

And  alfo  to  fix  road,  inclofure, 
and  private  bills. 

The  Lords  proceeded  to  hear  and 
determine  a  caufe  of  appeal  from 
Ireland,  the  merits  of  which  turned 
on  the  words  of  a  claufe,  in  the 
will  of  a  Mr.  Jackfon,  who,  after 
mentioning  a  particular  begueft  in 
land  to  his  mother  Mary  Jackfon, 
in  a  fubfequent  claufe  gives  her  all 
the  refidue  of  his  effeds  real  and 
perfonal.  The  heirs  at  law  fet  up 
a  claim  to  the  landed  eftate  of  the 
teftator,  except  that  part  of  it 
which  was  particularly  bequeathed 
to  the  devifee  ;  and  the  courts  in 
Ireland  determined  in  their  favour. 
But  the  courts  in  England  reverfed 
the  decree  of  the  Irilh  courts ;  and 
this  day  the  Houfe  of  Lords  con- 
firmed the  verdidl  of  the  Englifti 
courts. 

^  ,  Came  on  to  be  tried  be- 
^  '  fore  Lord  Mansfield  atid  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe,  wherein  Mr. 
Bell,  deputy  town-clerk  of  Wor- 
celler,  was  plaintiff,  and  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes  defendant.    The  aftion 


was  brought  for  a  further  payment 
to  the  plaintiff  for  his  time  in  at- 
tending the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  trial  of  the  contefted  eledlion  of 
Worceftcr.  He  laid  his  expences 
at  upwards  of  lool.  and  the  jury- 
gave  a  verdift  for  36I.  19s. ;  20I.  of 
which  had  been  previoufly  paid. 
The   payment   for  coals  . 

to  the  bringer  without  a  ^  ' 
receipt  from  the  feller,  was  this 
day  determined  in  the  court  of 
King's-Bench  to  be  an  improper 
payment  ;  and  a  buyer,  who  had 
made  fuch  a  payment,  was  obliged 
to  pay  for  his  coals  a  fecond  time. 

The  commiffioners  for  viftuaU 
ling  his  Majefty's  navy  contraded 
with  Mr.  Mellifh  for  2400  hogs, 
to  be  killed  at.  the  vidualling- 
office,  London,  between  this  and 
the  3iftinflant,  at  42s.  per  hun- 
dred weight. 

Came  on    before    Lord         , 
Mansfield,  at  Weftminfter-      5^"* 
Hall,  a  caufe  wherein  Mr.  Legge, 
an    attorney,    was   plaintiff,    and 

Legge,   Efq;  an    American. 

governor,  defendant.  The  caufe 
of  a6lion  was,  the  plaintifl^''3  ferv- 
ing  the  defendant  as  fecretary,  and 
being  maltreated  by  him.  The 
jury  found  450I.  damages,  and 
full  cofts. 

Came  on  to  be  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Jufticc  De  Grey,  a  caufe 
wherein  Mr.  Thorn  was  plaintiff, 
and  Mr.  Lowndes  defendant.  The 
plaintiff  claimed  an  eftate,  as  heir 
at  law  of  Mr.  Selby,  fon  of  Ser« 
jeant  6elby  ;  and  the  defendant,  as 
devifee  at  will.  The  family  of  the 
Selbys  could  be  traced  no  higher 
than  the  late  Serjeant;  nor  could 
the  kindred  be  traced  higher,  oa 
the  Thorn  fide,  than  the  plaintiff's 
grandfather  having  married  a 
[N]  z  S;ib>', 
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Selby,  fifterof  the  Serjeant,  The 
jury,  after  withdrawing  fome  time, 
brought  in  a  verdidl  for  the  defen- 
dant. 

At  a  general  court  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  humane  fociety,  inili- 
tuted  for  the  recovery  of  perfons 
apparently  drowned,  gold  medals 
were  diftributed  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  been  inftrumental  in  form- 
ing the  fociety,  and  mod  adive 
in  promoting  its  views ;  among 
whom  were  Aldernian  Bull,  James 
Horsfall,  F.R.S.  Dr.  Cogan,  Mr. 
Hawes,  and  Dr.Watkinfon.  Sil- 
ver medals  were  at  the  fame  time 
ordered  to  be  prepared  for  thofe 
gentlemen  who  had  been  the  happy 
inftruments  of  reiloring  life.  [The 
reader  will  find  a  full  account  of 
this  mbft  laudable  inftitution,  with 
feveral  in  (lances  of  the  moll  fur- 
prizing  recoveries,  and  the  means 
by  which  they  were  efFeded,  &c. 
&c.  in  the  fecond  part  of  our  lafl 
volume ;  to  which,  as  the  cafe  of 
all  perfons  apparently  dead  is 
equally  pitiable,  and  prevention  is 
better  than  cure,  we  fhall  here  fub- 
join  the  following  benevolent  ad- 
vice :] 

As  many  perfons  meet  fatal  pe- 
riods in  purfuing  their  fubterra- 
neous  vocations,  be  pleafed  to  pub- 
Jifh  (for  their  benefit)  the  under 
limple  but  certain  prefervative  ; 
When  a  well,  vault,  or  drain, 
has  been  inclofed  a  confiderable 
time,  to  difperfe  and  rectify  the 
fuiFocating  air  at  firfl  opening, 
throw  down  fix  or  more  pails  of 
water,  and  after  waiting  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  any  one  may  fafely 
venture  dov/n.  The  like  method 
ihould  be  obferved  in  finking  new 
wells,  efpecially  if  the  work  has 
been  difcontinued  any  length  of 
time,  and  is  now  conilantly  ufed 


by   one   whofe   profeflion   fubjeds 
him  to  accidents  of  the  like  kind. 

Betw^een  nine  and  ten  at  night 
departed  this  life,  at  Northumber- 
land-PIoufe  in  the  Strand,  on  her 
birth-day,  juft  as  Ihe  had  com- 
pleated  her  fixtieth  year,  her  Grace 
Elizabeth  Duchefs  of  Northumber- 
land, &c.  &c.  Sic,  who  with  a  moft 
princely  fortune,  devolved  to  her 
from  her  anceltors,  fuftained  her 
exalted  rank  through  her  whole 
life  with  the  greateil  dignity,  ge- 
nerofity,  and  Ipirit.  Her  extenfive 
charities  to  the  poor ;  her  encou- 
ragement of  literature  and  the  po- 
lite arts  ;  and  her  generous  pa- 
tronage of  every  kind  of  merit ;  her 
warm  attachment  to  her  friends ; 
her  goodnefs  to  her  fervants,  not 
to  mention  her  tender  afFedion  for 
her  family,  make  her  death  a  pub- 
lic lofs,  which  will  be  long  la- 
mented. Her  Grace's  remains  were 
interred,  the  i8th,  in  Wellminfter- 
Abbey,  in  as  decent  and  folemn, 
though,  by  her  own  repeated  de- 
fire,  as  private  a  manner,  as  her 
rank  would  admit  ;  notwithlland- 
ing  which,  the  crowd  to  fee  the 
funeral  was  fo  great,  that  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  the  dean  and 
chapter,  with  the  choir,  could  con- 
vey the  body  from  the  weft-door  of 
the  abbey,  where  they  had  been  to 
receive  it,  to  St.  Nicholas's  cha- 
pel, where  it  was  to  be  depofited. 
And  then,  when  they  had  pafiTed 
St.  Edmund's  chapel,  adjoining  to 
St.  Nicholas's,  but  about  three  mi- 
nutes, the  whole  front  of  the  for- 
mer, fuppofed  to  have  been  built 
between  four  and  five  hundred 
years  ago,  confifling  of  heavy  oak, 
brick,  and  iron  work,  weighing, 
in  the  whole,  above  three  tons, 
with  part  of  the  Hone  work,  being 
overloaded  by  the  men  and  boys 
8  who 
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who  had  climbed  upon  it  to  fee 
the  (hew,  came  tumbling  to  the 
ground.  Theconfufion  and  uproar 
that  enfued  may  be  more  eafily 
conceived  than  defcribed.  Num- 
bers had  their  limbs  broke,  or 
were  otherwife  moft  terribly  hurt ; 
it  is  indeed  furprizing,  that  any  of 
thofe  upon  the  front,  or  under  it, 
fhould  efcape  with  life.  This  ac- 
cident put  an  efFe^lual  flop  to  the 
ceremony  ;  the  dean  and  hTs  at- 
tendants, after  refting  the  body  in 
St.  Edmund's  chapel,  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  for  fome  time;  upon 
which  the  crowd,  thinking  no 
more  was  to  be  feen,  thought 
proper  to  difperfe,  fo  as  to  give 
the  dean,  &c.  an  opportunity  of 
going  through  the  fervice  between 
one  and  two  o'clock,  about  two 
hours  and  a  half  after  the  body 
had  entered  the  abbey  ;  and  even 
now,  it  was  interrupted  by  the  fre- 
quent cries  of  murder,  raifed  by 
fuch    of  the    fufferers  as    had  not 

been  removed. Next  day,  the 

Duke  of  Northumberland,  hearing 
of  the  great  mifchief  which  had 
been  done,  with  his  ufual  fpirit, 
fent  a  gentleman  of  his  houfhold  tq 
enquire  if  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
cathedral,  attendingin  their  places, 
had  received  any  hurt  ;  and,  if 
they  had,  to  acquaint  them,  that 
in  confidcration  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  received  it,  they 
fhould  be  provided  for  by  his 
Grace,  and  all  indemnifications 
they  might  demand  be  allowed 
by  him  :  but  happily  none  of  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  cathe- 
dral had  received  any  injury. 

At  or  about  the  fame,  time,  his 
Grace  ordered  600  1.  to  be  given 
away  in  charity  ;  500 1.  of  it  to 
the  poor  of  the  feveral  pariflies  of 
Weilminfter  ;  and  the  remainder 
to  fuch  as  refided  near  the  family 


feats  and  caftles  in  the  country  ; 
with  a  defire,  that  thofe  who  par- 
took of  it,  (hould  confider  it  as 
the  donation  of  their  late  moft  ge- 
nerous benef^refs. 


Came  on  in  the  court  of 


6th, 


Common  -Pleas,  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  and  a  fpe- 
cial  jury,  a  long  depending  caufe 
between  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  overfeers  of  the  poor 
for  the  parifli  of  Lambeth,  in  Sur- 
ry, relative  to  a  demand  of  poors- 
rates  by  the  latter  on  his  Grace, 
as  an  inhabitant  of  the  faid  parifh. 
The  jury  went  out,  and,  after  (lay- 
ing about  five  minutes,  found  a 
verdift  for  the  Archbiftiop;  it  hav- 
ing been  fully  proved, in  thecourfe 
of  the  trial,  that  the  palace,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  were  extra- 
parochial,  -y 

Came  on,   in    the  court  , 

of  King's  -  Bench,  before  ' 
Lord  Mansfield,  the  trial  of  the 
printer  of  the  Whitehall  Even- 
ing-Poft,  for  printing  and  pub- 
lifhing  in  the  fame,  on  the  loth 
of  June,  1775,  ^"  advertifement 
from  the  Confiitutiooal  Society, 
refpefling  the  payment  of  100  1. 
(fubfcribed  by  that  fociety)  to 
Dr.  Franklin  ;  when  the  jury,  of 
which  Sir  James  Efdaile,  Knt. 
Alderman,  was  foreman,  after 
withdrawing  for  about  five  mi- 
nutes, found  the  defendant  guilty. 
See  the  17th. 

Ended  the  feflions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  when  twelve  capital  con- 
vi(5ls  received  fentence  of  death  ; 
viz.  two  for  coining,  one  of  them 
a  woman  ;  five,  for  highway  or 
field  robberies  ;  two,  for  houfe- 
breaking  j  two,  for  theft  withia 
doors  ;  and  one,  for  a  crime  not 
to  be  named  ;  not  to  mention  fe- 
veral, as  ufual,  fenienced  to  lefs 
puniihments  for  lefs  crimes  ;  And, 

\li\  3  oa 


igS]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1776, 


on  the  29th  of  January,  1777,  one 
of  the  highway  robbers,  the  two 
burglarers,  and  the  two  in-door 
thieves,  were  executed  at  Tyburn  ; 
as  likewife  the  laft-mentioned  con- 
vid,  who  juft  before  he  and  his 
fellow-fufferers  were  turned  off, 
threw  a  paper  among  the  crowds  to 
the  fame  purport  with  the  follow- 
ing words,  which  he  fpoke  with 
an  audible  voice:  *'  I  am  as  in- 
Tiv^cent  as  the  child  unborn  of  the 
crime  which  I  am  about  to  fuffer 
for :  however,  as  I  hope  to  receive 
mercy  from  my  gracious  God,  I 
forgive  my  profecutors,  and  pray 
God  to  do  the  fame.'* 

The  infernal  ingenuity  of  James 
Aitken,  alias  John  the  painter, 
began  to  difplay  itfelf  by  a  fire  in 
his  Majefty's  yard  at  Portfmouth  ; 
but,  as  he  made  other  attempts, 
and  thefe,  with  the  tracing  of  him, 
his  trial  and  voluntary  confeffion, 
make  up  but  one  objed,  too  impor- 
tant to  be  flighily  paffed  over,  and 
too  long  for  this  part  of  our  work, 
and  mod  of  which  moreover  falls 
to  the  (hare  of  next  year,  we  mull 
take  another  opportunity  to  fpeak 
of  it, 

A  detachment  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  under  Lieate- 
nant-General  Clinton,  from  the 
grand  army  at  New-York,  efcorred 
and  fupported  by  Sir  Peter  Par- 
ker's fleet,  took  polTefiion  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  without  meeting  with  the 
leaft  oppofition. 

,  Came  on  to  be  heard,  be- 

9^"-  fore  the  Right  Worfhipiul 
Sir  George  Hay,  Knt.  Doctor  of 
Laws,  Dean  of  the  Arches  Court 
of  Canterbury,  at  Do£lor*s-Com- 
mons,  the  admiffion  of  a  libel  in 
a  caufe  of  nullity  of  marriage  pro- 
moted by  Frances  Mary  Harlord, 
falfely  called    Morris,    fpinfter. 


8th, 


late  Lord  Baltimore)  a£ling  by 
Hugh  Hamerfley  and  Peter  Provoft, 
Efqrs,  her  curators  or  guardians, 
lawfully  affigned  againit  Robert 
Morris,  Efq;  formerly  of  Lincoln's- 
Inn,  but  now  of  Svvanfea  in  the 
county  of  Glamorgan  ;  which  caufe 
was  commenced  in  the  Arches 
Court,  in  virtue  of  letters  of  re- 
queft  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
diocefe  of  St.  David's,  in  which 
libel  were  pleaded  two  marriages 
between  Mr.  Morris  and  Mifs 
Harford,  the  firft  in  May  1772, 
when  fhe  was  only  twelve  years 
and  an  half  old,  by  the  chaplain 
to  the  Dutch  garrifon  at  Ypres,  one 
of  the  barrier  towns  of  the  Aultrian 
Netherlands  belonging  to  the  Em- 
prcfs  Queen  ;  and  the  other,  in  Da- 
ni(h  Holftein,  in  1773,  in  virtue 
of  a  fpecial  licence  from  the  King 
of  Denmark  :  both  of  which  mar- 
riages it  was  pleaded  in  the  libel 
were  null  and  invalid,  according 
to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
places  where  they  were  folemnized, 
on  account  of  the  minority  of  Mifs 
Harford,  without  the  confents  re- 
q.uired  by  law;  and  the  opinions 
of  feveral  eminent  civilians  in  thofe 
countries  were  exhibited  and  an- 
nexed to  the  libel,  in  fupply  of 
proof  of  fadls  therein  pleaded.  The 
judge,  afier  having  heard  counfel 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Morris  againft 
the  admiffion  of  the  libel,  and 
four  in  behalf  of  the  young  lady  in 
favour  of  it,  was  pleafed  to  rejeft 
the  whole  thereof,  and  difmifs  Mr. 
?v/Iorris  from  the  fuit,  faying,  that 
this  was  not  a  marriiige  provided 
againft  by  the  marriage-a£l  ;  there 
being  a  provifo  in  that  ad,  which 
fays,  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained fhall  extend  to  that  part  of 
Great-Britain  called  Scotland,  nor 
to  any  part  beyond  the  feas.     Th« 


minor,   (natural  daughter  of  the    judge  even  dropped  a  hint,  that 

he 
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he  looked  upon  the  marriage  by 
the  Dutch  miniller  at  Yprcs,  as  a 
good  marriage. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of 
King*s-Bench,  Weftminfter,  before 
Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  of  Samuel  Foote, 
Ei'q;  for  an  affault  on  John  Sang- 
i\er,  his  coachman,  &c.  when  Lord 
Mansfield,  after  hearing  the  evi- 
dence and  counfel  on  both  fides, 
got  up  and  defcanted  on  the  nature 
of  the  crime  alledged,  the  confe- 
quences  which  would  follow  a  con- 
viftion,  and  the  duty  of  the  jury 
to  protedl  the  innocent  from  unjuft 
accufations  of  fuch  a  dreadful  na- 
ture. His  Lordfliip  then  went  into 
the  evidence,  pointed  out  the  in- 
confiftencies  in  Sangfter's  ftory, 
and  (hewed  that  feveral  of  the  cir- 
cumflances  ftated  by  him  were,  if 
true,  fupportable  by  the  teftimony 
of  various  witnefTes,  not  one  of 
whom  were  called  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution.  His  Lordfhip  then 
examined  the  evidence  of  another 
evidence  with  equal  nicety,  and 
as  forcibly  marked  its  palpable  de- 
fedts.  Lartly,  his  Lordfhip,  after 
fully  arguing  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  matter  fworn  in  fupport  of 
the  profecution,  took  a  view  of 
that  given  on  the  fide  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  fhewed  its  clearnefs, 
its  clofe  relation,  and  its  great 
credibility;  inferring  from  the 
whole,  that,  if  the  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  was  to  be  be- 
lieved, it  was  the  moft  providential 
affiHance  to  deteft  one  of  the  fouleft 
profecutions  that  ever  was  fet  on 
foot,  and  which  had  been  carried 
on  in  a  manner  uncommonly  op- 
preffive.  Mr.  Foote  was  moft  ho- 
nourably acquitted. 


loth. 


The    Continental    Con- 


grefs,  finding  that  the  Bri- 
tifli  troops  were  advancing  to  Phi- 


ladelphia, and  that  the  foldiers  of 
the  American  army  were  leaving 
their  ftandard-s,  on  the  plea  of  hav- 
ing ferved  the  time  for  which  they 
had  enlilled,  publifhed  a  manifefto, 
exhorting  their  countrymen  to  the 
fupport  of  the  caufe  of  liberty  ; 
and  afTuring  them,  among  many 
other  things  which  time  has  not* 
verified,  that  eflential  fervices  had 
already  been  rendered  them  by  fo- 
reign ftates;  and  that  they  had 
received  the  moft  pofitiveaflurances 
of  further  aid. 

No  fewer  than  feven  country 
parifli  churches  in  Warwkkfhire, 
Stafford  (hire,  and  Nottingham- 
fhire,  were  robbed,  or  attempted 
to  be  robbed,  within  lefs  than  a 
fortnight  paft. 

A  monument  was  opened  , 

in  Weftminfter-Abbey,  to  '^^"* 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Pearce, 
Bilhopof  Rochefter,  and  Dean  of 
that  cathedral. 

Being  the  day  appointed  , 

for  the  obfervation  of  a  fo-  ^^  ' 
lemn  faft  and  humiliation,  the 
fame,  it  may  be  faid,  was  kept 
with  uncommon  marks  of  devo- 
tion, by  people  of  all  ranks  and  re- 
ligions, not  only  throughout  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
but  England  in  general ;  at  leaft, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  mini- 
fters  and  churchwardens  of  any  but 
two  adjoining  parilhes  near  Portf- 
down-Hill,  Hants,  have  been  called 
to  an  account  for  not  attending 
their  duty  on  the  occafion. 

Was    tried   before   Lord  , 

Mansfield  at  Guildhall,  an  '+'"• 
adion  of  Trover,  brought  by  the 
afllgnees  of  a  bankrupt  againft  two 
former  fherift"s  of  London,  to  reco- 
ver the  houlhold  goods  and  ftock 
in  trade  of  the  bankrupt,  valued 
at  2000L  the  fum  levied  upon  an 
execution  ifTued  by  the  defendants, 
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at  the  time  the  bankrupt  was  al- 
Jedged  to  be  in  infolvent  circum- 
ftances.  The  dccifion  of  the  caufe, 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  de- 
pended upon  a  fingle  proof  of  the 
bankrupt's  diilreffed  fituation  when 
the  writ  was  executed.  Among  fe- 
veral  witnefles,  who  were  examin- 
ed, one  was  a  creditor,  who  cal- 
ling, as  he  faid,  upon  the  bankrupt 
for  a  demand,  was  informed  by  him 
of  his  tottering  ftate  of  credit,  and 
appointed  to  call  at  a  future  hour, 
when  he  would  certainly  be  at 
home,  and  pay  the  debt.  The 
creditor  accordingly  attended,  a(nd 
was  told  that  the  bankrupt  was  not 
at  home.  This  anfwer  not  fatisfy- 
ing  him,  he  made  ufe  of  a  ftraia- 
gem,  which  fhews  he  thought  that 
he  had  been  impofed  upon.  To 
appearance  he  went  away,  but,  in 
fad,  fecreted  himfelf  without  the 
door,  but  fo  as  to  have  a  full  com- 
mand of  the  fhop:  in  this  fituation 
he  had  not  remained  a  minute,  be- 
fore he  heard  a  fervant  call  up 
flairs,  **  he  is  gone;"  when  the 
mafter  immediately  came  down 
flairs.  But  Lord  Mansfield  did  not 
hold  this  to  be  effedive  evidence 
of  an  aft  of  bankruptcy ;  and,  as 
to  the  confeflion  of  the  bankrupt, 
it  was,  he  remarked,  totally  out 
of  confideration,  and  could  not  be 
received  ;  for  a  man  could  not  le- 
gally be  permitted  to  prove  himfelf 
a  bankrupt ;  fo  the  plaintiffs  were 
nonfuited. 

The  cleanfing  of  the  bafon  of 
Cherbourg,  deftroyed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  during  the  laft  war,  being  at 
laft  effefted,  a  iliip  entered  it  this 
day. 

,  An  aftion  upon  a  breach 

^  *  of  proraife  of  marriage,  in 
which  Mifs  Ellis  was  plaintiff,  and 
Mr.  Cock,  an  attorney,  defendant. 


was  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
and  a  fpecial  jury,  in  the  court  of 
King's-Bench,  London.  The  de- 
claration dated,  that  the  defen- 
dant, before  the  death  of  his  fa- 
ther, late  a  very  confiderable  auc- 
tioneer, being  then  an  indented 
clerk  to  Mr.  Ellis,  the  plaintiff's 
father,  paid  his  addreffes  to  her, 
obtained  her  affeftions,  and  the 
confent  of  her  friends,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  marry  her  upon  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  contraft  he 
ever  fince  that  event  refufed  to 
comply  with.  On  ihe  part  of  the 
defendant  it  was  urged,  that  his 
father,  being  a  man  of  confiderable 
property,  indented  him  to  her  fa- 
ther, in  order  to  make  him  com- 
petent to  the  proteftion  of  his  own 
fortune,  which  chieHy  confilled  of 
houfes  in  London  and  Middlefex  ; 
that  he  was  then  but  a  boy  under 
fixteen  years  of  age;  that  he  being 
difcovered  to  have  too  great  an  af- 
fection for  the  plaintiff's  younger 
filler,  it  was  infilled  by  his  father 
that  the  young  lady  fhould  be  fent 
into  the  country,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly complied  with;  that  fhe 
was  no  (boner  removed,  than  the 
defendant  made  his  profeffions  to 
the  prefent  plaintiff,  which,  it  was 
urged,  her  father,  and,  after  his 
death,  her  brother,  connived  at, 
and  encouraged  ;  that  being  at  age, 
he  requeued  a  private  meeting,  in 
order  to  confider  of  their  fituaiions ; 
at  which  time,  without  his  know- 
ledge, and  contrary  to  his  expedla- 
tions,  the  plaintiff's  brother,  Coun- 
fellor  Ellis,  appeared,  and  that  he 
was,  by  the  arcifice  of  the  parties, 
tricked  into  thepromife  upon  which 
the  aflion  was  grounded.  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  his  charge,  opened 
the  whole  of  the  laws  refpeding 
fuch  contrads,  civil  and  ecclefialli- 
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cal ;  obferved  that  the  young  man's 
non-compliance  feemed  to  be  the 
confeqaence  of  his  father'i  dying 
injunaion;  and  that  any  promife 
antecedent  to  his  full  age  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  jury,  after  confulting  near 
two  hours,  returned  with  a  verdi6l 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  1000 1.  da- 
mages, 

,  About  a  quarter  pad  ele- 

"7^"-  ven  o'clock,  Sir  John  Field- 
ing, with  the  high-bailiff,  &c.  af- 
fembled  on  the  huflings  in  Covent- 
Garden.  When  they  had  fat  there 
till  twelve,  filence  was  proclaimed, 
and  the  high-bailiff  declared  a  feat 
in  parliament  for  Weftminfter  to  be 
vacant,  by  Earl  Percy's  becoming  a 
peer  in  his  own  right,  in  confe- 
qaence of  the  death  of  his  mother, 
the  late  Dutchefs  of  Northumber- 
land ;  on  which  Lord  Peterfham, 
now  in  America,  was  nominated  a 
candidate,  and,  no  other  candidate 
appearing,  declared  dulyclefted. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the 
eleftion  was  over.  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes  appeared  on  the  huflings, 
and  was  received  with  great  ap- 
plaufe.  He  declared  himfelf  a 
candidate,  and  demanded  a  poll, 
which  being  refufed  on  account  of 
his  not  appearing  at  the  declar- 
ation, a  warm  difpute  arofe  in  re- 
fpedl  to  the  time  allowed  by  aft  of 
parliament,  before  they  proceeded 
to  eledl. 

Sir  Watkin  afterwards  invited 
fuch  of  the  eledors  as  were  defirous 
of  bringing  this  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  Swan 
jn  New-ilreet,  for  the  purpofe  of 
drawing  up  and  figning  a  pro- 
tell  againfl  the  proceedings  of  the 
day. 

Came  on  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
and  fpecial  juries,  in  the  court  of 


King's-Bench,  Guildhall,  the  trials 
of  Meffieurs  Miller,  Wilkie,  Ran- 
dall,  and  Baldwin,  printers  of 
fome  morning  and  evening  papers, 
for  publifhing,  in  the  middle  of 
the  year  1775,  an  advertifement 
from  the  Conllitutional  Society, 
figned  by  Mr,  Home,  refpefting 
the  payment  of  100 1.  fubfcribed 
by  that  Society  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
The  Attorney-General,  in  opening 
the  charge  againft  each  of  them, 
expreffed  his  abhorrence  of  the  li- 
bel, and  his  judgment  of  the  pro- 
bable confequences  ;  faid,  that  it 
contairted  great  encouragement  to 
the  mod  audacious  and  unnatural 
rebellion  that  ever  difgraced  the 
annals  of  hiftory,  and  charged 
thofe  heroic  leaders,  who,  at  the 
peril  of  their  lives,  were  afferting 
the  liberty  of  the  conlHtution,  and 
the  law  ellablifhed  by  king  and 
parliament,  with  the  word  of  all 
offences — murder  1  He  faid,  he 
hoped  the  jury  would  therefore 
in  jullice  permit  the  laws  to  ope- 
rate againft  the  often fible  perfons 
with  whom  fo  foul  and  ungrateful 
an  offence  originated.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  their  counfel 
quoted  feveral  elevated  periods, 
when  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was 
unreftrained  ;  faid  that  all  our  pre- 
fent  immunities  weie  derived  from 
thofe  fources ;  and  ended  with  a 
quotation  from  ancient  hiftory,  to 
fhew,  that,  as  long  as  the  Romans 
were  allowed  to  fpeak  and  w  ite 
without  reftraint,  their  liberties  re- 
mained, and  no  longer.  They  ex- 
tenuated the  accufation  in  favour  of 
the  defendants,  who,  they  faid, 
were  not  accountable  for  what  came 
to  them  in  the  way  of  common  ad- 
vertifements.  To  this  the  Attor- 
ney-General replied ;  and  Lord 
Mansfield  explained  the  law  re- 
fpefiing 
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fpefting  libels  in  general,  and 
faid,  whatever  opinion  the  de- 
fendants might  have  entertained  of 
the  fa6l  which  was  proved  againft 
them,  they  were  moft  certainly, 
under  the  law,  criminal  and  ac- 
countable. His  Lord fhip  alfo  re- 
marked upon  the  confeqliences  of 
the  libel  in  quellion,  as  it  related 
to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  of 
America ;  and  recommended  a  ver- 
dift  againft  the  defendants,  which 
was  complied  with  ;  but  the  fen- 
tence  put  off  till  next  Term.  The 
counfel  for  the  profecuiion  were, 
the  Attorney  General,  the  Solici- 
tor General,  Mr.  Wallis,  and  Mr, 
Bearcroft;  for  the  defendants,  Mr. 
Dunning,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hard- 
ing.     See  the  yth. 

Mr,  Miller's  attorney  had  re- 
ceived, on  the  preceding  Sunday, 
the  following  letter  t'roni  Mr. 
Home. 

''SIR, 

«'  In  anfwer  to  your  letter, 
which  I  this  moment  receive,  in- 
forming me  that — '  The  gentle- 
men under  profecution  for  print- 
ing and  publilhing  my  advertife- 
ment,  beg  the  /a'vour  of  my  at- 
tendance on  the  firft  trial  at  Guild- 
hall, on  Tuefday  next,  at  nine  in 
the  morning' — I  muft  requeft  you 
to  affure  them,  that  I  will  moft  cer- 
tainly do  them  the^'2z/?/r^  of  attend- 
ing. I  have  always  been  ready  to 
avow  that  advertifement ;  and  it 
was  my  advice  from  the  beginning, 
that  the  prefs  fhould  throw  the 
weight  of  this  profecution  where  it 
ought  to  fall,  upon  the  author. 

*'  Sir  James  Efdaile*s  verdid  has 
BOt  changed  my  fentiments. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HORNE." 


A  grocer  in  Edinburgh  has  lately 
made  fuch  improvements  in  the 
piving-Bell,  that  the  perfons  in 
it  may  lower  themfelvcs  with  the 
machine,  from  the  furface  of  the 
water  to  the  bottom,  independent 
of  all  other  afliftance,  and  reafcend 
at  pleafure.  The  dangers  of  be- 
ing overturned  by  rocks,  flumps  of 
wrecks,  &c.  are  hereby  avoided, 
Befides,  except  in  rapid  currents,  or 
on  a  very  unequal  bottom,  the  men 
in  the  machine  c^n  proceed  with  it 
to  a  considerable  diftance  from  the 
line  in  which  they  go  down.  It  i» 
thought  this  improvement  will  be 
of  great  utility  in  lakes  and  rivers, 
as  well  as  at  fea,  for  the  difcovery 
of  marie,  mines,  &c.  And,  ac- 
cordingly, the  fociety  in  London, 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  ma- 
nufadures,  and  commerce,  have 
teftified  their  approbation  of  it  by 
an  handfome  bounty  to  the  inge- 
nious improver. 

A  plot  to  kill  the  Pope  , 

and  his  attendants,  by  load-  '^  • 
ing  the  guns  of  the  Caftle  of  St. 
Angelo  with  the  beft  powder,  and 
chain  fhot,  and  pointing  them 
down  a  ftreet,  through  which  his 
Holinefs  ufually  paffes  every  even- 
ing at  feven  o'clock,  was  difco- 
vered  by  mere  accident,  and  of 
courfe  fruftrated  ;  but  the  perfons 
concerned  in  it  have  not  as  yet 
been  found  out. 

Being  Chriflmas-Day,  ^  , 
was  every  where  obferved  ^  * 
as  ufual.  Particularly,  their  Ma- 
jefties  went  to  the  Chapel  Royal ; 
and,  after  fermon,  received  the 
holy  facrament,  and  made  their 
oiFerings. 

Three  battalions  of  Hef-      ^  , 
fians,    ported    at   Trenton, 
with  fix  field  pieces,  were  attacked 
by  a  body  of  Provincials,  and  all 

made 
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made  prifoners,  except  a  few,  who 
cfcaped  by  a  timely  retreat,  or  cut 
their  way  through  the  enemy. 
The  lofs  on  this  occafion,  in  pri- 
foners and  miffing,  was  found,  a 
few  days  after,  to  amount  toaboqt 
feven  hundred,  not  to  mention  the 
field  pieces,  which  the  Provincials 
likewil'e  carried  off. 

,,  The  crew  of  the  Hope- 
•^  '  well,  of  Whitehaven,  bound 
to  Jamaica,  were  fome  time  ago 
reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that,  af- 
ter killing  their  cat  and  dog,  they 
had  caft  lots  who  fhould  be  put  to 
death  for  a  fupply  of  food  for  the 
rcf^,  when  providentially  a  ihip 
came  in  fight,  and  let  them  have 
provifions  enough  to  reach  Lilbon 
in  quett  of  a  further  fupply. 

The  (hock  of  an  earthquake  has 
been  lately  felt  at  Manheim, 
Worms,  Spiers,  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mentz  ;  but  though 
rather  violent,  it  happily  did  no 
damage.  Its  diredlion  was  from 
the  north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  lafted  fifteen  feconds. 

In  a  lift  of  all  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  lately  laid  before 
him  at  Polzdam,  the  totals  were 
as  follow  : 

Horfe,     76,000 

Foot,     152,000 

Artillery,     —       7>5CO 
Militia,     —        36,000 


271,500 
Children   marked,  87,500 

The  annual  revenues  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire  now  amount  to  the  an- 
nual fum  of  17,130,618  roubles; 
and  the  annual  expences,  inclu- 
ding penfions,  prefenis,  &c.  to 
14,208,557, 

By  an^  authentic  lift  of  the  hop 
duLy  for  the  year  1776,  it  appears 
to  amount  to  125,691!.  13s.  y^d. 


10 


In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4773 
ftiips  have  been  cleared  at  the 
cuftnm-houfe  of  Newcaftle,  of 
which  4343  were  coaftwife,  and 
430  forfo  cign  parts,  being,  upon 
the  whole,  however,  270  lefs  thaa 
laft  year. 

If  we  have  not,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  our  Chronicle,  taken  any  no- 
tice of  the  various  engagements  be- 
tween the  fhips  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  North-American  colonies, 
with  the  captures  and  recaptures  on 
both  fides,  it  was  becaufe  a  detail 
of  them  would  fill  a  volume  ;  and 
ftill  more,  becaufe,  the  import- 
ance of  thcfe  tranfaftions,  conH- 
dering  the  nature  of  the  quarrel, 
the  condition  of  the  parties,  and 
their  interefting  relation  to  one 
another,  cannot  but  engage  the 
able  writer  who  favours  the  Public 
with  the  hiftorical  part  of  this 
work,  to  take  fuch  a  general  fur- 
vey  of  the  matter,  as  rouft  more 
than  fuperfede  any  thing  that  could 
come  from  our  feeble  pen  on  the 
occafion. 

Died,  the  loth  inftant,  Mn 
John  Frbnch,  painter  and  artift/ 
long  known  for  his  beautiful  fcene- 
ry  at  Drury-lane  Theatre. 

The  nth,  Mr.  John  Robert- 
fon,  formerly  mathematical  maftcr 
at  Chrift's-Hofpiral ;  afterwards 
head  mafterof  the  Royal  Academy 
at  Portfmouth ;  laftly,  for  fe- 
veral  years  paft,  librarian  to  the 
Royal  Society  ;  and  axithor  of  fe* 
ral  ingenious  mathematical  pieces. 

The  12. h,  Miis  Margaret  and 
Mifs  Judith  Hoiiges,  two  maiden 
twin  fillers.  />'hev  died,  as  they 
were  born,  within  a  lew  minutci 
ef  each  other,  ^i  the  age  of  53, 

The  26tb,  Mr.  Joftioa  Piatt,  of 

Oxford,  well  known   to  naturalifts 

by  his  Treatife  on  the  Belemnite^ 

publiihei 
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publiftied  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions,  in  his  88th  year. 
His  manners  gained  him  the  re- 
fped  and  elleem  of  all  who  knew 
him;  and  he  died  univerfally  re- 
gretted. 

The  31/f.  Lately,  in  the  South 
of  France,  Eglin  Powes,  Efq; 
yvho,  when  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
impeached  Lord  Bolingbroke  of 
high  treafon,  impeached  alfo  the 
Earl   of  Oxford . 

In  Lincoln*s-Inn-FieIds,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Garden,  aged  98,  fer- 
vant  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
during  his  laft  campaign  in  Flan- 
ders. 

Mr.  Dahl,  firft  painter  and 
fccne  direftor  of  the  Theatre- 
ioyal,  Covent-Garden. 

William  Pavorth,  a  tenant  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Dawney,  at  Hat- 
ton,  near  York  ;  a  village  remark- 
able for  the  longevity  of  its  inha- 
bitants. Had  he  lived  to  the  27  th 
of  this  month,  he  would  have 
completed  his  99th  year.  There 
were  now  in  the  fame  town,  two 
widows  ;  one,  in  her  96th ;  the 
Other,  in  her  103d  or  104th  year; 
ihe  was  not  certain  to  a  year.  About 

four    years  ago, Wright,  of 

Merfton,  in  the  fame  parish,  died 

at  the  age  of  102. 

,    m<  Pattifon,    Efq;    in    the 

hundredth  year  of  his   age,  near 

Edinburgh. 

Marie  Magdaleine,  at  Brache, 
near  Mondidier,  in  France,  aged 
103.  She  had  a  filler  who  died  at 
the  age  of  104. 

Marguerite  de  Coeg,  of  Troule- 
ville,  near  Dieppe,  in  France, 
aged  104. 

Mrs.  Cahier,  a  relation  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  the 
108th  year  of  her  age,  in  Charles- 
Sireet,  Weftminller. 


j{  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrifienings 
and  Burials t  from  December  12, 
1775,  to  December  10,  1776. 


Chrillened. 
Males  8859 

Females      8421 


Buried. 
Males  9499 

Females       9549 

In  all  19048 

Decreafed  in  the 
Burials  this 
year    1466. 


In  all  17280 

Deceafed  in  the 

Chriftenings 
this  year  51. 

Laftyear'sChrif-  |  Laft   year's  Bu- 
tenings  17629.  j      rials  20514. 

Of  thofe  who   died    this   year, 
there  were. 


Under  two 

years 

of  age 

6857     ' 

Between  2 

and 

5 

1670     ^ 

5 

and 

10 

592     ' 

10 

and 

20 

688 

20 

and 

30 

1350  '\ 

30 

and 

40 

1615  > 

40 

and 

50 

1893    , 

50 

and 

60 

1673  < 

60 

and 

70 

1325 

70 

and 

80 

960  . 

80 

and 

90 

367   . 

90 

and 

100 

50 

loo 

I 

r 

lOI 

I 

102 

2 

104 

2 

105 

I 

106 

I 

The  kind  and  manner  of  cafual- 
ties  among  the  foregoing  deaths, 
were  as  follows : 


Bit  by  a  mad  dog 
Broken  limbs      — 
Bruifed        — 

—              2 

Burnt            — 
Choaked             — 
Drowned 
Exceffive  drinking 

—         —      13 
—          —       112 

Executed 
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Executed        —     — 

.      .. 

i6 

Found  dead     — 

3 

Killed   by  falls   and 

feveral 

other  accidents 

60 

Killed  themfelves 

— 

32 

Murdered             — 

6 

Overlaid             — 

— 

8 

Poifoned                 — — 

-~~^ 

3 

Scalded             — 

— 

5 

Smothered         — 

.^ 

I 

Stabbed              — 

-. 

Starved             ■— 

— . 

3 

Suffocated               — 

— 

5 

Total 

277 

We  pay  no  regard  to  the  ac- 
counts of  the  kind  and  number  of 
difeafes  given-  in  the  yearly  Bills 
of  Mortality,  for  the  reafons  af- 
figned  in  our  laft  volume. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article 
without  heartily  wilhing,  that  the 
great  number  of  the  drowned, 
among  the  above  cafualties,  may 
awaken  the  zeal  of  our  readers  to 
promote  the  views  of  the  Bene- 
ficent Society  inftituted  for  the 
recovery  of  perfons  apparently  dead 
by  drowning,  &c.     See  p.  196. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1776. 

Jan.  I  ft.  The  Lady  of  Governor 
Verelft,  of  a  daughter, 
in  St.  James*s-Square. 

15.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Dutchefs  of  Gloucefter, 
of  a  Prince,  at  Rome. 
See  the  Chronicle. 
Lady  Shelly,  of  a  daugh- 
ter, at  Putney. 

l6.TheLadyofSirJohnSmith, 
Bart,  of  a  daughter,  in 
Pali-Mall. 

31.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Jofeph 


Mawbcy,     Bart,    of   a 
daughter,  at  Vauxhall. 
Lately,theDuchefsofBuc- 
cleugh,  of  a  fon. 
Feb.  I.    The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
—  Achmoody,    Efq; 
Judge  of  his  Majefty's 
high  court  of  Admiralty, 
in   North   America,  of 
twins,  in  the  Hay-mar- 
ket. 
13.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Edward 
Deering,  Bart,  of  a  fon, 
in  Mansfield-ftreet. 
26.  The  Countefsof  Carlifle, 
of  a  daughter. 
Mar.  2.  The    reigning    Duchcfa 
of    Deux -Fonts,  of   a 
Prince 
9,  The   Grand   Duchefs  of 
Tufcany,  of  a  Prince. 

10.  The   Prin(;efs  confort  of 

Duke  Charles,  of  Meek- 
lenburgh  Streliz,  of  a 
Princefs,  at  Hanover. 
The  Lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Towaf- 
hend,  jun.  of  a  fon,  ia 
Cleveland.  Court,  Saint 
James's. 

11.  LadyBofton, of  a  daughter, 

in  Grofvenor-Square. 

12.  Lady  Mahon,  of  a  daugh- 

ter,   in    Harley-Street, 
Cavendifti-Square.' 

29.  The  Lady  of  Noel  Hill, 
Efq;  member  for  Salop, 
of  a  daughter,  in  Cleve- 
land-Court, St.  James's. 

31.  The  Lady  of  the    Hon. 

Thomas   Moftyn,   Efq; 

ofafon,atUfton  Court, 

near  Reading,  Berks. 

Lately,  Lady  Bagotj  of  a 

fon,  in    Upper  Brook* 

Street. 

Lady  Stormont,  of  a  fon 

and 
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and  heir,  at  Lord  Stor- 
mont*s  hotel,  in  Paris, 
Apr.   6.       Lady  Lincoln,    of  a 
daughter,  in  Arlington- 
Street. 

25.  HerMajefty,ofaPrincefs. 

See  the  Chronicle. 
30.  Lately,  The  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Richard  Walpole, 
of  a  daughter,  in  Great 
George  Street. 
May  7.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Dr.   Digby,  of  a 
fon,  at  the  Deanry,Weft- 
minfter. 
The  Lady  of  the   Right 
Hon.  Philip  Yorke,  of  a 
fon,  in  Great  George- 
Street, Hanover-Square. 
LadyTankerville,ofafon. 
15.   TheLadyofSirJohnTho- 
r©ld,  Bart,  of  a  fon,  in 
Cavendifh-Square, 

26,  The  Countefsof  Galloway 

of  a  daughter,  in  South- 
Audley-Street. 
June  8.  Lady  Algernon  Percy,  of  a 
daughter. 

11.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  de  Grey, 

of  a  fon. 

12.  The    Lady  of  Sir  Hun- 

gerford  Hofkyns,  Bart, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 
30.  The  Lady  Mayorefs,  of  a 
daughter,  in  New  Bur- 
lington-Street. 
The  Lady  of  Commodore 
Charles  Dooglafs,  of  a 
fon. 
July  6.  The    Princefs    of   NafTau 
Weilbourg,  of  a  Prin- 
cefs, at  Kirchkeim  Po- 
land. 

13.  The  Princefs  Amelia  Fre- 

derica,  con  fort  of  the  He- 
reditary Prince  of  Baden, 
of  two  Princeffes. 


29.  The  Lady  of  Commodore 

Fielding,  of  a  daughter. 
Aug.   1.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Richard 
Sutton,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

4.  Her   Royal  Highnefs  the 

Countefs  of  Artois,  of  a 
daughter. 

5.  TheLadyof  theHon.  Mr. 

Achefon,  of  a  fon,  in 
Somerfet- Street,  Port- 
man- Square. 
14.  The  Princefs,  confort  of 
Prince  Charles  of  Hefie, 
Governor  of  Holftein,  of 
a  Prince,  at  Slefwic. 

20.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 

Cockburn,  Bart,  of  a 
fon,  in  Soho-Square. 

21.  The   Lady  of  Sir  James 

Langham,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 
Oneof  the  Grand  Signior*s 
favourite  Sultanas,  of  a 
Prince.  See  the  Chro- 
nicle. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
of  a  fon. 

3 1 .  The  Countefs  of  EfTex,  of 
a  fon. 
Sept.  4.  The  Ladyof  Monf.  Alex- 
ander, a  near  relation  to 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  of 
a  daughter,  in  David- 
Street,  Berkley-Square. 

6.  The  Marchionefs  of  Car- 

marthen, of  a  daughter, 
in  Grofvenor-Square. 

1 2.  The  Lady  of  Col.  Ogle,  of 
a  daughter,  in  Queen- 
Anne-Street,  Cavendifh- 
Square. 

24.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Mills,  of  a  daughter,  at 
his  houfe  on  the  Adelphi 
Terrace. 

30.  Lately,  The  Ladyof  Col. 

Pigot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady 
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Lady    Droghada,    of    a 

daughter. 
The  Countefs  of  Cowper, 

of  a  fon,   at  Florence. 
The  Countefs  of  Rofcbcr- 

ry,   of  a  daughter. 
The  Hon.  Mrs.  Beauclerk, 
of  a  daughter. 
3,  Lady  Brownlow,     of     a 
daughter,in  Bond-ftreet. 
$,  The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Dumfries  and  Stair,  of  a 
fon,    at    Rookville,   in 
Scotland. 
x8.  The  Countefs  of  Derby,  of 
a   daughter,  in  Grofve- 
nor-Square. 
31.   Lately,  The  Lady  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Worcefter,  of 
a  daughter. 
The  Lady  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Peterboro*,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. 
The  Lady  of  Sir  Roger 
Moilyn,  Baronet,  of  a 
fon. 
Nov.   12.     The    Marchionefs    of 
Granby,    of  a  daugh- 
ter. 
The  Lady  of  Henry  Sey- 
mour, Efq;  member  for 
the  borough  of  E  velham, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 
The  Marchionefs  of  Lo- 
thian, of  a  fon,  at  New- 
bottle  Abbey,  in    Scot- 
land. 
l6.  Lady  Afhbrookjof  a  fon, 
at  Shillingford,  in  Berk- 
(hire.^ 
25.  LadyMilfington,ofafon, 
inSoraerfet.Strcet,Grof- 
vcnor-Square. 
29.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs    Ferdinand   of 
Pruffia,  of  a  Prince,  at 
Fredcricksfeldt. 


30.  Lately,  the  Lady  of  the 

Hon.  Charles  Vane,  of  a 

daughter. 
Dec.  15.  Lady  Grimftone,     of  a 

daughter,  inGrofvenor- 

Square. 
22.    Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 

Princefs  of  Brazil,  of  a 

Princefs. 
:»6.  TheDuchefs  of  Gordon, 

of  a  fon,  at  Fochabers, 

in  Scotland. 


MARRIAGES,  1776. 

Jan.   2.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John 
Blaquieere,  Knt,  of  the 
Ba th, at  D ublin,  to Mifs 
Elinor  Dobfon,  heirefs 
of  Robert    Dobfon,    of 
Ann   Grove,  in  York- 
Ihire,  Efq. 
4.  Sir  Martin  Folkes,Bart.  of 
Hillington-hall,  to  Mifs 
Turner,  youngeftdaugh- 
ter  to  Sir  John  Turner, 
Bart. 
Sir  John   Abdy,  Bart,  of 
Hanover^ftreet,  to  Mifs 
Gordon,     of     Brewer- 
ftreet. 
6.  Mr.  Mackenzie,of  the  Ex- 
chequer, at  Edinburgh, 
to  Mifs  Pennel  Grant, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Ludovick  Grant,  Bart, 
Feb.  4.    Nigel    Bowyer   Grefley, 
Efq;  only  fon  to  Sir  Ni- 
gel   Grefley,    Bart,    to 
Mifs  Grefley,  of  Drake- 
low,  in  Derbyfliire. 
8.  EdwardCary,Efq;ofTar- 
mohan,  in  Devonftiire, 
toMifsCamillaFleming, 
daughter  of  Governor 
Fleming. 

13.  The 
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13.  The  Hon.CharlesVane,of 
Mount  Ida,  in  Norfolk, 
to  Mifs  Wood,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Richard 
Wood,Efq;ofRed-Iion- 
fquare. 

18.  Charles  Warwick  Bamp- 
fylde,  Efq;  eldeft  fon  of 
Sir  Richard  Bampfylde, 
Bart,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  Exeter, 
to  Mlfs  Moore,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  Bart. 

20.  SirJamesHarnngton,Bart, 
of  Bourtonon  the  Water, 
Gloucefterfhire,  to  Mrs. 
Moore,  relidl  of  William 
Moore,  Efq;  of  New- 
ton, in  Somerfetfliirc. 
Lord  Erne,  to  Mifs  Her- 
vey,  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  Biftiopof  Derry,  and 
niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol. 
GovernorBlackett, of  Ply- 
mouth, to  Mifs  Brown- 
john. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Foley, 
Efq;  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Mifs  Stanhope,  fourth 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrington. 
Geo.Goflinjun.Efq;  one 
of  the  regiftersofihePre- 
rogative  court  of  Can- 
terbury, to  Mifs  Lydia 
Newcome,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dean  of  Ro- 
chefter. 

i2,  Robert LeeDoughty,  Efq; 
of  Han  worth,  in  Nor- 
folk, to  Mifs  Powis, 
fitter  of  Thomas  Powis, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Ihire  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Northampton. 


20. 


21. 


26.  Croire,Efq;of  Gol- 

den-fquare,toMifsNew- 
Iy,eldeftdaughter  of  Sir 
John  Newly,  Knight. 
Apr.  7.  GoreTownfend,  Efq;  of 
Honington-hall,inWar- 
wickfhire,  to  the  Hon. 
Lady  Elizabeth  Wind- 
for,  fifter  to  the  Earl  of 
Plymouth. 

13.  Capt.  Geo.  Handfield,  to 
MifsSmyth,only  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  William  Smyth, 
of  Hill-hall,  EfTex,  Ba- 
ronet. 

18.  John  Preftwich,  Efq; only 
fon  of  SirEliasPreftwich, 
of  Holm-hall,  Lanca- 
fhire,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Mar- 
garet Hall,  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Alder- 
man Hall,  of  Dublin. 

20.  John  Wilmot,  Efq;  eldeft 
,  fon  of  the  Rt.Hon.  Sir 
John  Eardley  Wilmot, 
Knight,  to  Mifs  Saint- 
hill,  the  only  daughter 
and  hcirefs  of  the  late 
Samuel  Sainthill,  Efq. 

32.  Colonel  Morgan,  of  the 
guards,  to  the  Right 
Hon.LadyFrancesSher- 
rard,  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of^Harbo- 
rough, 

24.  Paul  Cobb  Methuen,  Efq; 

fon  of  Paul  Methuen, 
Efq;  of  Corftiam-houfe, 
Wilts,  to  Mifs  Gooch, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gooch,   Bart. 

25.  Richard  Metcalfe,  Efq;  to 

MifsStephen  fon, daugh- 
ter to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord-mayor  of  York. 
30,  Lately,  Jofeph  Dimfdale, 
Efq;  M.  D.  fonofSa- 
ron 
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ron  Dirhfdale,  to  Mrsi 
Mary  Beck,  relift  of  the 
late  Mr.  Jofeph  Beck, 
merchant  of  Briftol,  ac 
Briftol. 
May  5.  Lord  Stormont,  nephew 
to  Lord  Mansfieldj  his 
Majefty's  AmbafTador  at 
the  French  court,  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Mifs  Cath- 
cart,  third  daughter  to 
Lord  Cathcart. 
7.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Talbot,  ne- 
phew and  heir  to  Earl 
Talbot,  to  Lady  Char^ 
lotte  Hill,  youngeft 
daughter  to  Lord  Hillf* 
borough. 
^.  Edward  Winnington,  Efq. 
only  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
Winnington,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Ann  Foley, youngeft 
daughter  of  Thomas  Fo- 
ley, Efq;  Knight  of  the 
ihire  for  the  county  of 
Hereford. 

18.  Robert  Shuttleworth,  Efq; 
ofNewBurlington-ilreet, 
to  Mifs  Ann  Defaguliers^ 
daughter  of  General  De- 
faguliefs. 

20.  James  Bruce,  of  Kinnaird, 
in  Scotland,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Mary  Dundafs,  eldeft 
daughter  ofThoraas  Dun- 
das,  of  Fingafk,  Efq; 

22.  Lord  Beauchamp,  eldell  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Hertford, 
to  Lady  Ifabella  Ann  In- 
gram Shepheard,  daugh- 
ter of  Lord  Irwin. 

24.  Sir  George  Howard,  K.  B. 
and  member  for    Stam- 
ford, to  Lady  Dowager 
Effingham. 
John  Tryion  Fuller,  Efq: 
Vol.  XIX. 


to  Mifs  Elliot,  daughter 
of  Lieutenant  -  General 
Elliot. 
Henry  Cecil,  Efq;  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Exeter,  to 
Mifs  Vernon,  daughter 
of  ■  ■  Vernon,  Efq; 
of  Worcefterftiirei 
Col.  Edmunds,  of  the  foot- 
guards,  to  Mifs  Kelly, 
of  Queen-ftreet,  Well- 
minjler. 
June  3.  Sir  Roger  Newdigate, 
Bart,  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  theUniverfityof 
Oxford,  to  Mifs  Hefler 
Mundy,  fecond  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Edmund 
Mundy,  Efq;  of  Ship- 
ley, in  Derbyfhire. 
4.  Robert  Robinfon,  Efq;  fon 
of  Admiral  Robinfon,  to 
Mifs  Kirby,  at  Eltham, 
in  Kent. 
6.  John  Newton,  of  StafFord- 
fhire,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Kit- 
ty Seymour,  daughter  of 
Lord  Francis  Seymour, 
Dean  of  Wells,  and  niece 
to  the  duke  of  Somerfet. 

10.  Nicholas  Smith,  jun.  Efq; 
of  the  Middle  Tem- 
ple, to  Mifs  Anderfon^ 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Edmund  Anderfon,  of 
Kildwick>  in  Scotland, 
Bart. 

13.  Richard  Vere  Drury,  Efq; 
an  officer  in  the  army,  to 
MifsVandeputjofQueen- 
fquare,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Vandeput,  Bart» 

14*  Thomas  Wood,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  Thomas  Wood, 
Efq;  of  Littleton,  to 
Mifs  Williams,   daugh. 

[0]  ter 
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ter  of  Sir  Edward  Wil- 
liams, Bart,  of  Langoid 
Caftle,  South  Wales. 
18.  Lord  Maynard  to  Mrs. Nor- 
ton, of  Oxford -ft  reet. 

25.  The  Hon.  Henry  Laws  Lut- 
terel.  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel of  the  Horfe  Blues, 
in  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Boyd, 
daughterofGeorgeBoyd, 
Efq;  of  Abbey -ftrect, 
Dublin. 
July  9.  The  Earl  of  Warwick,  to 
Mifs  Vernon,  daughter  of 
Richard  Vernon,  Efq; 
member  for  Oakhamp- 
ton,  and  brother-in-law 
to  Earl  Gower. 

10.  SirWilliam Gordon, Knight 
of  the  Bath,  and  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Bruffels,  to  Lady 
Mary  Phillips,  of  Ger- 
rington  Park,  in  the 
county  of  Lcicefter,  wi- 
dow, 
35.  Edward  Smythe  Stafford, 
Efq;  eldeft  fon  of  Hugh 
Stafford,  Efq;  of  Maine, 
in  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Pal- 
mer, filler  of  Roger  Pal- 
mer, Efq;  of  Palmer- 
ftown,  in  that  kingdom, 
and  niece  to  the  late 
Countefs  of  Derby. 
Thomas  Eyres,  Efq;  of 
Haffop,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  to  the  Hon.  Lady 
Mary  Belafyfe,  fifter  to 
Lord  Fauconberg, 
The  Hon.  and  Revd.  James 
Hewett,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  to  Mifs  Pome- 
roy,  daughter  of  Arthur 

,  Pomeroy,     Efq;    one   of 

thereprefcntativesin  par- 


liament for  the  county  of^ 
KilcJare.  -l 

31.  Lately,  William  Aked,  • 
Efquire,  of  Lincoln's-  , 
inn,  to  Mifs  Fawcit,  i 
daughterof  Col.  Fawcit,  ' 
of  the  guards.  ! 

Aug.  1.  Count  Charles  of  Benthem 
Steinfurr,  at  Gluckf-  ! 
bourg,  in  Denmaik,  to  } 
the  youngeft  fifter  of  rhe  i 
reigning  Duke  of  Hoi-  | 
ftein  Glucklbourg. 

William  Cddrington,  Efc;  | 
fon  to  Sir  William  Cc  -  | 
rington.  Baronet,  f  : 
Dodington,  to  the  He  .  j 
Mifs  Ward,  daughter  of  | 
the  late  Hon.  William  i 
Ward. 

Ambrofe    Goddard,    Efq; 
one    of    the   reprefenta- 
tives  for   the  county  or 
Wilts,     to    Mifs     Vv^il-I 
Hams. 

15.  Thomas  St.  George,  Efq 

member    of    parliamen 
for  Clogher,  to  the  Hon* 
Mifs  Achefon,  tiaughte: 
of  Lord  Gosfor4,  at  Gof* 
ford  Caftle,  in  the  coun 
ty  of  Armagh,  Ireland.  '*^ 

16.  The    Hon.  Charles    Mar 

iham,  to  Lady  France: 
Wyndham,  daughter  o 
the  late  Earl  of  Egre 
mont. 

25.  Hugh  Cane,  Efq;  Lieute4 
nant-Colonel  of  the  fift" 
regiment      of     dragoo 
guards,  to  Lady  Black-l 
ifton,  relift   of  the  late* 
Alderman,  Sir  Matthev^j 
Blackifton,  Bart.  ! 

30*  Thomas  Maitland,  Efq;  or 
Hants,  to  Mifs  Jane* 
Matthew,  eldeft  daugh- 
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ter  of  General  Matthew, 
and  niece  to  the  Duke  of 
Ancalier. 

Gept.  7,  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Baker,  relicl  of 
the  late  Capt.  Baker. 
14.  The  Hon.  Charles  Dillon, 
to  MifsMulgrave, daugh- 
ter of  the  late,  and  filler 
to  the  prefent.  Lord 
Mulgrave,  at  Bruflels. 
George  Maxwell,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Lucy  Gage,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Thomas  Gage, 
Bart,  of  Coldham-Hall, 
Suffolk. 
20.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart. 
ofBere  Church-Hall,.  in 
the  county  of  EITex,  to 
Mifs  Blake,  of  Hanover- 
fquare. 

Oft.  I.  John  Rogers,  Efq;  of 
Penrofe,  in  Cornwall> 
member  for  Weft  Looe, 
to  Mifs  BafTet,  eldeft 
daughterofthelate  Fran- 
cis Baffet,  of  Tehidy, 
Efq;  and  niece  to  Lady 
Molefworth,  and  the  late 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn, 
Bart. 
2.  William  Eden,  Efq;  of 
Downing -ftreet^  Well- 
minfter,  Secretary  to  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  to  Mifs 
Elliot*  daughter  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart. 
3*  William  Prefton,  Efq;  of 
Moreby,  in  Yorkfliire, 
to  Mils  Ann  Foulis,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  the  larc 
Sir  William  Foulis,  of 
Ingleby  Manor,  in  the 
North  Riding  of  the 
fame  county,  Bart. 
'  4,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Charles 
Shuttleworth,  youngeft 
brother  of  Robert  Shut- 


tleworth, Efq;  of  For- 
cett,  in  Yorklhire,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Mary  Cock- 
burne,  youngeft  daugh- 
ter to  the  late  George 
CockburnCj  Efq;  and 
Lady  Forrefter. 
7.  Sir  RowiandHill,  of  Hawk- 
Hone,  in  Salop,  Bart, 
to  Mrs.  Powys,  of  Hard- 
wickj  in  the  fame  county. 
Sir  Thomas  Tancred,  Bart* 
of  Brampton,  in  York- 
fhire,  to  Mifs  Penelope 
Aftieton  Smith,  of  St. 
•     Mary-le-Bone. 

1^,  MauriceTrent,  of  Pitcullo* 
in  Scotland,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Nancy  Golquhoun, 
daughter  of  Sir  George 
Colquhoun,  Bart. 
The  Hon.  James  Ruthven, 
only  fon  of  Lord  Ruth- 
ven, to  Lady  Mary  Eli- 
zabeth Lefslie,  fecond 
daughter  to  Lord  Leven, 

17.  William  Chafin  Grove,  Efq; 
member  for  Weymouth^ 
to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Grove, 
of  Feme,  near  Shaftef- 
bury. 

18.  George  Pochin,  Efq;  of 
Bourn,  in  Lincolnfhire, 
to  Mifs  Dixie,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
'Wolllan  Dixie,  Bart,  of 
Bofworth  Park,  in  Lei- 
cefterfhire. 

21.  Archibald  Menzies,  of  Cul- 
dairs,  Ef*q;  one  of  the 
commifTioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms  in  Scotland,  to  Mifs 
Fanny  Rutherford,  only 
daughter  of  John  Ru- 
therford, Efq;  of  North- 
Carolina. 
Capt.  Lutwyche,  of  the 
guards,  to  Mifs  Thomas, 
[0]  2  oiily 
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only  daughterof  Sir  Noah 
Thomas. 
Nov.  !.  Sir  William  Lorraine, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hannah 
Algobd  ;  and  Lambtoft 
Lorraine,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  William,  to  Mifs 
Bell  Algood ;  daughters 
of  Sir  Lancelot  Algood, 
of  Nunwich,  near  Nevv- 
.  caftle. 

22.  Abraham  Elton,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Abraham  Ifaac 
Elton,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Durbin,  daughter  of  John 
Durbin,  jun.  Efq;  at 
Briftol. 

30.  Lately,  Sir  William  Milner, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Sturt,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Humphry 
Sturt,  Efq;  member  for 
Dorfctfhire. 
Dec.  4.  George  Paterfon,  Efq; 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Mifs 
Ann  Gray,  daughter  of 
Lord  Gray,  at  Kinfauns, 
in  Scotland. 

16.  The  Biftiop  of  Cloyne,  to 
Mifs  Benfon,  of  Dub- 
lin. 
John  Weir,  Efq;  his  Ma- 
jefty's  CommiiTary  Ge- 
neral, in  Dominica,  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  Bowman, 
daughter  of  John  Bow- 
man, Efq;  of  Afbgrove, 
near  Glafgow. 
James  Templer,  jun.  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Mary  Buller, 
niece  to  Earl  Bathurft. 

20.  John  Lindefay,  Efq;  late 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of 
the  53d  regiment,  to 
^  Mifs  Margaret  Halkett 
Craigie,  fecond  daughter 
to  the  dcceafed  Colonel 
Charles  HalkeU  Craigie, 
of  Law-hill, 


23.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Onflov^', 
Efq;  fon  and  heir  of 
Lord  Onflow,  to  Mifs 
Elliker,    only    daughter 

of Elliker,  Efq; 

26.  The  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  Duncombe,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Dun- 
combe, Efq;  member  for 
Downton,  in  Wiltfliire. 

William  Smelt,  Efq;  of 
Han  over- fquare,  to  Mifs 
Stanhope,  fifter  to  the 
Earl  of  Chefterfield,  at 
York. 

George  Mercer,  Efq;  of  the 
4th  Regiment  of  Dra- 
goons, to  Mifs  Hender- 
fon,  daughter  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Henderfon. 

John  Thomas  Fofter,  Efq; 
a  member  of  the  Irifli 
parliament,  to  Mifs  Her- 
vey,  daughter  of  the  Bi- 
fliop  of  Derry. 
31.  Lately,  The  Earl  of  Caftle. 
havens,  to  Mrs.  Cracraft, 
widow  of  the  late  Wil- 
liam Cracraft,  Efq; 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Tear  i'/'j6y  from  the  London 
Gazette,  l^c, 

Jan.  I.  Count  Frederic  Marie 
Giovanelli,  elected  Patriarch  of 
Venice. — He  was  born  in  that  ca- 
pital the  26th  of  December,  1728, 
and  created  bifliop  of  Chiozza  the 
I2th  of  July,  1773. 

—  13.  The  Hon.  John  Bathurfi, 
Efq;  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Faculties  and 
DKpenfations  in  Chancery,  in  the 
room  of  Thomas  Lawrence,  Efq; 
refigned  ;  and  Will.  Philips,  Efq; 
to  be  Clerk  of  the  briefs,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Bathciril. 

Jan. 


CHRONICLE. 


[213 


Jan.  16.  SirDavidLindfay.tobe 
Col.  of  the  fifty-ninth  regiment  of 
foot. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  St.  John, 
to  be  Aid  de  Camp  to  the  King. 
— Captain- LieutenantJamesElioc, 
to  be  Town-Major  of  Berwick. — 
Lieutenant-General  George  Au- 
guftus  Eliott,  to  be  Governor  of 
Gibraltar,  in  the  room  of  Edward 
Cornwallis,  deceafed, 

—  24.  Lord  Dunmore  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  one  of  the  Sixteen 
Peers  for  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Caffilis,  deceafed. 

—  31.  Lately,  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Tarrant,  to  be  a  Prebendary  of 
Kocheiler. — Pennel  Hawkins, Efq; 
to  be  one  of  his  Majefty's  Princi- 
pal and  Serjeant  Surgeons ;  and 
his  fon  George  Edward  Hawkins,, 
Efq;  to  be  Surgeon  of liis  Majefty's 
PJoulhoId  in  Ordinary. 

Feb.  5.  This  day,  in  purfuance 
of  the  King's  pleafure,  the  follow- 
ing Flag  Officers  of  his  Majeily's 
Fleet  were  promoted,  viz. 

Sir  James  Douglas,  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Lord  Edgcumbe,  Sa- 
muel Graves,  Efq;  William  Parry, 
Efq;  the  Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel, 
Vice- Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Amherll,  Efq;  tjis  Royal 
Highnefs  Henry  Frederick  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  Sir  Peter  Dennis, 
Bart.  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Ro- 
bert Man,  Efq;  Vice-Admirals  of 
the  Blue;  Clark  Gayton,  Efq; 
Kear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  to  be 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  White. 

John  Montagu,  Efq;  Sir  Ro- 
bert Harland,  Bart.  James  Sayer, 
vEfq;  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red  ; 
Right  Hon.  Richard  Lord  Vifcount 
Howe,  Right  Hon.  Wafhington 
Earl  Ferrers,  Hugh  ,Pigot,  Efq; 
Moliaeux  Shuldam,    Eiq;    Rear- 


Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be  Vice- 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

John  Vaughan,  Efq;  Rear- Ad- 
miral of  the  White  ;  John  Lloyd, 
Efq;  Robert  DufF,  Efq;  Rear-Ad- 
mirals of  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear- 
-Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Reynolds,  Efq;  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  Bart.  Rear* Admirals  of 
the  Blue,  to  be  Rear- Admirals  of 
the  White. 

—  10.  Henry  Earl  Bathurft, 
Chancellor  of  Great-Britain,  to 
be  High- Steward  of  Great- Britain, 
for  the  trial  of  Elizabeth,  calling 
herfelf  Duchefs  Dowager  of  King- 
fton,  upon  anindidtment  of  bigamy 
found  againft  her  bv  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Middlefex.— • 
David  Rofs,  Efq;  to  be  one  of 
the  Lords  of  Seffion  of  Scotland, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Alemoor,  de- 
ceafed. 

-—  15.  James  Wallace,  Efq; 
Captain  in  his  Majefty's  royal 
navy,  created  a  Knight. — Earl 
Falconberg,  to  be  a  Lord  of  the 
Bed-chamber. 

—  27.  Dr.  Robert  Knox,  from 
half-pay,  to  be  Phyfician  to  the 
forces  in  North- America.— Dr. 
Hugh  Kennedy,  from  half-pay,  to 
be  ditto. 

—  29.  Lately,  Dr.  Pepys,  to 
be  Phyfician  extraordinary,  and 
Mr.  Gunning  and  Mr.  Hunter,  to 
be  Surgeons  extraordinary  to  the 
King's  perfon. 

March  4.  TheRight Hon. Henry 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  for  Scot- 
land, and  Andrew  Stuart,  Efq;  of 
Craigthorn,  ro  be  Keepers  of  his 
Majefty's  Signet  in  Scotland. 

—  13.  The  Hon.  Henry  Fre- 
derick Thynne,  Efq;  to  be  Bj;iiliff 
of  the  ifland  of  Jerfey. — Valentine 
Morris,  Efq;  to  be  Governor  of 
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the  iiland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  Ame- 
rica. 

—  26.  Major  -  General  Guy 
Carleton,  to  be  General  in  Ame- 
rica only.  Major-General  William 
Howe,  to  be  ditto.  Major-General 
Henry  Clinton,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
General  in  America  only.  Major- 
General  John  Burgoyne,  to  be 
ditto.  Major-General  Hugh  Earl 
Percy,  to  be  ditto.  Major-General 
Charles  Earl  of  Cornwallis,  to  be 
ditto.  Colonel  Eyre  Maffey,  to  be 
Major-General  in  America  only. 
Colonel  John  Vaughan,to  be  ditto. 
Colonel  Robert  Figott,  to  be  ditto. 
Colonel  Valentine  Jones,  to  be 
ditto.  Colonel  James  Grant,  to 
be  ditto.  Colonel  William  Phil- 
lips, to  be  ditto.  Colonel  Richard 
Piefcott,  to  be  ditto. 

--31.  Soame  Jenyns  and  Bam- 
ber  Gafcoyne,  Efqrs.  the  Hon. 
Robert  Spencer,  Efq;  commonly 
galled  Lord  Robert  Spencer,  Wil- 
liam Jolliffe,  and  Whitftied  Keene, 
Efqrs.  the  Hon.  Charles  Greville, 
Era:  and  William  Eden,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majefty's  Commiflioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations. — Edward 
Earl  of  Derby,  to  be  his  Majelly's 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter. — Admiral  John  Men  agu, 
to  h''  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  and  over  the  iiland  of 
'Newfoundland,  and  of  the  ifiands 
of  Madelaine  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence— Fletcher  Morton,  Efq; 
to  be  one  cf  the  Barons  of  his  T^a- 
jefly's  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land, on  the  refignation  of  George 
"Winn,  Efq. — John  Mackenzie,  of 
Del  vin.Eiq;  lobe  one  of  the  SixOr- 
(iinaryClerksof  Seflion  in  Scotland; 
and  John  Mackenzic,of  Dolphing- 
ton,  Efq;  tobeoneof  the  four  Com- 
miflaries  of  Edinburgh;  both  places 
vacant  by  the  promotion  of  David 


Rofs,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  Lords 
of  Seffion.— -Walter  Sharp,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majelly's  Conful-General  in 
all  the  ports  of  the  Ruflian  empire, 
in  the  room  of  Samuel  Swallow, 
Efq;  deceafed.T— Dr.  Proby,  to  be 
Dean  of  Litchfieid.-^The  Earl  of 
Radnor,  to  be  Recorder  of  the  City 
of  New-Sarum,  Wilts. t— Vincent 
Matthias,,  Efq;  to  be  Treafurer  to 
the  governors  of  Queen  Anne's 
bounty,  in  the  room  of  Sir  JeiFery 
Elwes,  deceafed. 

April  2.  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
Gabriel  Chriltie,  to  be  Quarter- 
Mafter  General,  in  Canada. 

—  5.  Richard  Perryn,  Efq;  on 
his  late  promotion  to  be  one  of  the 
Barons  of  his  M.ijelly's  Exchequer, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Burland, 
created  a  Knight. 

—  30.  Lately,  James  Wallace, 
Robert  Pett,  Efqrs,  Sir  Roger 
Burgoyne,  Bart.  Jonas  Hanway, 
AlexanderChorley,ThomasColby, 
and  Joah  Bales,  (Private  Secretary 
to  Lord  Sandwich)  Efqrs.  to  be 
Commiflioners  for  vidlualling  his 
Majelty's  Navy. — Trevor  Corry, 
Efq;  to  be  CommifTary  at  the  city 
of  Dantzick. — Horace  St.  Paul, 
Efq;  to  be  his  Majcfty's  MJnifter 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  during  the  abfence  of  Lord 
Stormont.— Dod^or  IJarris,  of  the 
Com.Tions,  to  be  Chancellor  of  the 
Diocefe  of  Winchefler.  —  John 
Maddock,  E^q;  to  be  one  of  the 
King's  Counlel.— The  Rev.  Dr. 
Porteus,  by  option  from  the  late 
Archbiftjop,  to  be  Mafter  of  St. 
Crofs. — Gerard  Levinge  Van  Hen- 
thuyfen,  of  the  Chancery-Office, 
Efqj  to  be  a  Ccmmiffioner  of  Bank- 
rupts, in  the  room  of  Delme  Vaa 
Henthuyfen,  Efq;  refigned. — Wil- 
liam Eofcawen,  of  the  Middle- 
Temple,  Efq;  tobeaCommiffioner 
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of  Bankrupts.— The  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Carne,  to  be  Prefident  of  Trinity- 
Coll -ge,  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Huddesford,  deceafed. 

Mav6.  Mijor  f  h  )n)asPigott,to 
he  Chief  Eiirin^er  of  all  his  Ma- 
jellv*s  forts  and  garrifons  in  Ire- 
land. 

—  7.  Richard  Lord  Vifcount. 
Howe,  of  the  king^dom  of  Irel  ind, 
and  the  Ho/n.  William  Howe,  ECq; 
Major-General  of  his  M^j^fty's 
forces,  aid  General  of  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  North- America  only,  to 
be  his  Majelly'-  C ommiiTioners  for 
raftering  peace  to  his  Majelly's 
colonies  and  plantations  in  North- 
America  ;  and  for  granting  par- 
cion  to  fuch  of  his  Majefty*s  fub- 
i^Cis  ih-re,    now  in    rebellion,  as 

iiall  deferve  the  royal  mercy. — 
i  lenry  Strachy,  to  be  Secretary  to 
the  above  cpmmiffion. 

—  10,  The  Rev.  James  Bande- 
V.?]],  B.  D.  of  Jefus  College,  Oxon, 
to  be  Public  Orator  of  that  Uni- 
verfity,  in  the  room  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Nowell,  reiigned. 

—  II.    Sir    John    Dalrymple, 


dignity  of  a  Baron  to  her  heirs 
male.  And  the  dignity  of  a  Ba- 
ron of  Great  Britaia  was  granted 
unto  the  following  gentlemea,  and 
their  heirs  male,  viz, 

Alexander  Hume  Campbell, 
Efq;  commonly  called  Lord  Pol- 
war  th,  by  the  titla  of  Baron  Hume, 
of  Berwick. 

John    Stuart,    Efq;    commonly 
called  Lord  Mouiitllewart,  by  the 
title  of  Baron   Cardiff,  of  Cardiff^ 
CalUe,  in  the  county  of  Glamor- 
gan. 

The  Right  Hon.  Si'r  Edward 
Hawke,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Hawke,  of 
Towton,  in  the  county  of  York. 

The  Right  Hon.  George  On- 
flow, by  the  title  of  Baron  Cranley, 
of  Ember  Court,  in  Surry. 

The  Right  Hon. Sir  Jeffery  Am- 
hcrft.  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Amherft,  of  Holmei- 
dale,  in  Kent. 

Sir  Brownlow  Cuft,  Bart,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Brownlow,  of  Bel- 
ton,  in  Lincoln. 

George  Pitt,   Efq;  by  the  title 


Bart,  to  be  one  of  the  Barons  of    of  Baron  Rivers,  of  Stratfieldfay, 
his  Majefty's  courtof  Exchequer  in    in  the  county  of  Southampton. 


Scotland,  in  the  room  of  William 
Mure,  Efq;  deceafed — Richard 
Moor,  M,  A.  to  be  Dean  of  Em- 
ly,  in  Ireland,  void  by  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  William  Evelyn,  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity. 

—14.  Francis01borne,Efq;com- 
monly  called  Marquis  of  Carmar- 
then, fummoned  op  to  the  Houfe 
of  PeerF,  by  the  ftile  and  tirle  of 
Baron  Ofborne,  of  Kiveton,  in  the 
county  of  'York — The  Duchefj 
of  Argyll,  to  be  a  Baronefs  of 
Great-Britain,  by  the  title  of  Ba- 
ronefs Hamilton,  of  Hameldon, 
in  the  county  of  LeiceUer,  with  the 


Nathaniel  Rvder,  Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Harrowby,  of  Har- 
rowby,in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Thomas  Foley,  Efq;  of  Great 
Witley,  in  Worcefterlhire,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Foley,  of  Kidder- 
minfter,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
certer. 

On  the  17th,  by  a  warrant  for 
the  order  of  precedence  of  the  faid 
new-created  Peers,  and  Peerefs, 
figned  by  the  King,  the  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen  is  firrt  ;  theDuchefs 
of  Argyll,  fecond  ;  Lord  Polwarth, 
third  ;  and  Lord  Mountftewart, 
fourth.  The  patents  werg  all 
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dated  the  20th  ;  and,  on  the  zzd, 
the  Peers  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords. 

Major  Gen,  Simon  Frafer,  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  7 1  ft  regiment  of  foot. 

—  18.  Walter  Croffer,  Efq; 
to  be  Comptroller  of  the  duties  of 
excife  in  Scotland. 

: —  20.  Thomas  Daws,  Efq;  to 
be  Secretary  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine,  in  the  room  of  John  Pow- 
nal,  Efq;  who  refigned  ;  and  foon 
after,  Mr.  Pownal  was  appointed 
a  Commiffioner  of  the  excife. 

—  28.  The  Earl  of  Holdcrnefs, 
Governor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Bilhopof  Ofnaburgh  ;  theBi- 
Ihop  of  Cheller,  Preceptor  ;  Leo- 
nard Smelt,  Efq;  Sub-governor  ; 
and  Charles  Jackfon,  Efq;  Sub- 
preceptor,  refigned  their  refpedive 
offices.  Lord  Bruce  was  imme- 
diately appointed  Governor  ;  but 
refigned  within  a  few  days, 

—  29.  Trevor  Corry,  Efq; 
Commiflary  and  Conful  to  the 
republic  of  Dantzic,  created  a 
Knight. 

—  31.  Lately,  Sir  David  Dal- 
rymple,  Bart,  to  be  a  Lord  Jufti- 
ciary  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Colfton,  refigned.— Francis 
Garden,  Efq;  to  be  a  Lord  JuRI- 
ciary  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  . 
Lord  Pitfour,  refigned, — George 
Hamilton,  Efq;  to  be  a  Baron  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  William  Scott,  Efq;  dqceafed. 
-^Jacob  Reynardfon,  Efq;  to  be  a 
Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal,  in  the 
room  of  William  Fleming,  Efq; 
deceafed. 

.  June  I.  John  Eliot,  M.  D. 
created  a  Knight. — The  Rev.  Jo- 
feph  Chapman,  to  be  Prefident  of 
Trinity  College,  Oxford, 
--•  8,  The  Duke  of  Montagu, 
1 


to  be  Governor;  Richard,  Lord 
Biihop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry, 
Preceptor  ;  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
George  Hotham,  Sub-Governor; 
and  the  Rev.  William  Arnold, 
B,  D,  Sub-Preceptor  to  their 
Royal  Highnefiies  George  Auguf- 
tus  Frederick,  Piince  of  Wales, 
and  Prince  Frederick,  Biihop  of 
Ofnaburgh.  —  The  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Bruce,  created  an  Earl  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  ilile, 
and  title  of  Earl  of  Ailefbury,  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham. — ^The 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord  Hyde, 
the  fame,  by  the  name,  lUle, 
and  title  of  Earl  of  Clarendon. — 
The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Lord 
Trevor,  created  a  Vifcount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  ftile, 
and  title  of  Vifcount  Hampden,  of 
Great  and  Little  Hampden,  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham, 

—  T$.  The  Earl  of  Eglinton  was 
chofen  one  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  John 
Earl  of  Strathmore.', 

—  30.  Lately,  The  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Bruce,  to  be  of  his  Majeity's 
moft  honourable  Privy  Council. — 
Chriftopher  D'Oyly,  Efq;  to  be 
Commifiary  -  General  and  Chief 
Mufter-Mafter  of  all  his  Majefty*s 
forces. 

July  2.  The  following  dignities 
were  granted,  viz.  The  dignity 
of  an  Earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, to  them  and  their  heirs  male^ 
unto 

Wilmot  Lord  Vifcount  Lilburne, 
of  the  faid  kingdom,  by  the  title 
of  Earl  of  Lilburne,  in  the  county 
of  Antrim. 

Edward  Lord  Vifcount  Ligo- 
nier,  by  the  title  of  Earl  Ligonier, 
of  Clonmell,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary. 
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Lord  Vifcount  Clanwilliam,  by 
',e  title  of  Earl  of  Clanwilliam, 
1  the  county  of  Corke, 

Robert  Lord  Vifcount  Clare,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  Nugent,  with  re- 
mainder to  George  Nugent  Gren- 
ville,  Efq;  of  Wotton  under  Barn- 
wood,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham. 

William  Lord  Vifcount  Crolbie, 
by  the  title  of  Earl  of  Glandore,  in 
the  county  of  Corke. 

The  dignity  of  a  Vifcount  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  male,  unto 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
George,  Baron  Southwell,  by  the 
tide  of  Vifcount  Southwell,  of 
Caltle  Mattrefs,  in  the  county  of 
Limerick. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Baron 

napton,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
ce  Vefci,  of  Abbeyleix,  ^n  thp 
Queen's  county. 

The  Right  Hon.  William 
Willoughby,  Baron  Mount  Flo- 
rence, by  the  title  of  Vifcount  En- 
nifkilien,  in  the  county  of  Ferma- 
nagh. 

The  Right  Hon.  Francis  Baron 
Orwell,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
Orwell. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Baron 
Baltinglafs,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
I  Aldborough,  of  the  palatinate  of 
Upper  Ormond. 

The  RightHon.  William  Henry 
Baron  Clermont,  by  the  title  of 
Vifcount  Clermont,  of  Clermont, 
in  the  county  of  Louth;  with  re- 
mainder of  Vifcount  and  Baron 
unto  the  Right  Hon.  James  For. 
tcfcue,  of  RavenfJale  Park  in  the 
county  of  Louth,  and  brother  to 
the  faid  Lord  Clermont. 

The  dignity  of  Baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  them  and 
their  heir>  male,  unco 

'fhc  Right  Hon.  Sir  Thomas 
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Maude,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Baroil 
de  Montalt  of  Hawarden,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  George 
Macartney,  by  the  title  of  Baroa 
Macartney,  of  Liflanoure,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Archibald 
Achefon,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Ba- 
ron Gosford,  of  Market-hill,  ia 
the  county  of  Armagh. 

The  Hight  Hon,  Ralph  Howard, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Cionmore,  of 
Clonmore  Caflle,  in  the  county  of 
Carlow. 

Sir  Richard  Philipps,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Milford. 

Sir  Thomas  Wynn,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Newborough,  of 
Newborough. 

Sir  Charles  Bingham,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Lucan,  of  Caillebar, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo. 
,  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald,  by 
the  name  of  Baron  Macdonald, 
of  Slate,  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

Sir  William  Mayne,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Newhaven,  of 
Carrick  Mayne,  in  the  county  of 
Dublin. 

James  Agar,  Efq;  by  the  title 
of  Baron  of  Clifden,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

William  Edwarder,  Efq;  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Weftcote,  of 
Balamare,  in  the  county  of  Long- 
ford. 

Robert  Henley  Ongley,  Efq;  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Ongley,  of  Old 
Warden,  in  Ireland. 

MolyneuxShuldham,  Efq-,  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Blue  fquacJron  of 
his  Majelly's  fleet,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Shuldham. 

John  Bourke,  Eu];  of  P^lmer- 
ftown,  in  the  county  of  Kildare, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Naas,  of 
Naas,  in  the  fiid  county.    ' 
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Sentlc^er  Sentleger/Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Doneraile,  of  Do- 
neraile,  in  the  county  of  Corke. 

Clotworthy  Upton,  Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Templetovvn,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim. 

Hugh  Maffey,  Kfq;  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Maffey,  of  Duntrylergue, 
in.the  county  of  Limerick. 

—  6,  Guy  Carleton,  Efn;  Cap- 
triin  -  General  and  Governor  in 
chief  of  his  Majeily's  province  of 
Qiiebec,  General  and  Commander 
in  chief  of  all  his  Majefty's  forces 
in  the  faid  province,  and  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  provinces  border- 
ing thereupon,  created  a  Knight 
of"  the  Bath.T— John  Hamilton,  of 
Marlborough-Houfe,  Portfm.ou'h, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
Efq;  Captain  of  his  MajeRy's 
iliip  Heftor,  created  'a  Baronet  of 
Great  Britain. 

'i — g.  Captain  CharlcS'  Lyon% 
to  be  Town- Major  of  Halifax.- — 
Lieutenant  William  Spaight,  to 
be  Affiliant: Deputy  Qnarter-Maller 
General  in  North  America.— Lieu- 
tenant. Colonel  James  Paterlon,  to 
be  Adjutant -Gv'neral  in  North 
AmiJrica.— Do<ftor  Jonathan  Mai-' 
1?:,  to  be  Chief  Surgeon  to  the 
Hofpital  in  North  America. 

•  —  16.  John  Udney,  fefq;  to  be 
Conful  at  Leghorn,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  and  Robert 
Richie,  Efq;  Ccnfui  at  Venice,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Udney.-r— Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George  Clerk,  of 
the  43d  Foot,  to  be  Barrack- 
Mafter  General,  in. North  Ame- 
jica.-r— Lieutenant  John  Bowen, 
from  half  pay,  to.be  Fourier  to  the 
army,  in  North  America. — Wil- 
liam Cunningham,  Gent,  to  be 
Provoft-Marfhalj  in  North  Ame- 
rica, 


— *3i.  Lately,  John  Bourke, 
John  Beresford,  John  Monck  Ma- 
fon,  Richard  Town  fend,  James 
Agar,  Hercules  Langrilhe,  and 
Robert  Waller,  Efqrs.  to  be  Com- 
miffioners  of  revenue,  in  Ireland, 
—Henry  Loftus,  Edward  Tighe, 
St,  John  Jefferyes,  Richard  Haly 
Hutchinfon,  and  Edward  Bellino- 
ham  Swan,  Efqrs.  to  be  Com- 
mifiioners  of  accounts,  and  alfo 
Commiflioners  of  ftamps  for  that 
kingdom.  — Wiiliam  Chapman, 
Efq;  Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
Ponfonby  'Moore,  Thomas  St. 
George,  Thomas  Tifdall,  Hugh 
Henry  Mitchel,  William  Burton, 
James  Cavendifn,  and.  William 
Hardwick,  Efqrs.  to  be  Commif- 
f:oners  of  barracks, 

Aug.  24.  The  dignity  of  a  Ba- 
ronet of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  them  and  their  heirs  male, 
was  granted  unto 

George  Winne,  of  Little  War- 
ley,  in  the  county  of  Efiex,  Efq; 
and  late  one  of  the  Barons  of  his 
Mnjelly's  court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland. 

Herbert  Mackworth,  of  the 
Gnoll,  in  the  county  of  Glamor- 
gan, Efq; 

James  Laroche,  of  Over,  in  the 
parifh  of  Almondfbury,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  Efq; 

Henry  Peyton,  of  Doddington, 
in  the  Lie  of  Ely,  Efq; 

George  Baker,  Doctor  of  Phy- 
fick,  and  Phyfician  in  Ordinary  to 
her  Majelly. 

Mr.  Robert  Halifax  and  Mr. 
Edward  Holdich,  robe  joint  Apo- 
thecaries to  his  Majefty's  houfe- 
hold. ^—Benjamin  Wheeler,  T>.  D, 
to  be  Regius  Profefibr  of  Divinity 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  toge- 
ther with  a  Canonry  of  Chrift 
Chqrqh 
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Church  in  the  faid  Unlverfity,  in  , 
the  room  of  Doftor  Edward  Ben- 
tham,  deceafed. 

Sept.  10.  Robert  Eden,  Efq; 
Governor  of  Maryland,  &c.  created 
a  Baronet,  with  remainder  to  him 
and  his  heirs  male. — William  Dal- 
rympie,  Efq;  to  be  Captain  Com- 
mandant of  a  corps  of  infantry, 

—  13.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowyer, 
to  be  upper  Grammar-Mafter  of 
Chrift's  Hofpital,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Whaliey,  refigned  ;  and  Mr. 
Field,  to  be  under  Mailer. 

-.-20.  The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Flood,  Efq;  to  be  of  hi?  Mdjefty's 
Privy  Council,— The  Ri.rht  Hon. 
Hans  Stanley,  to  be  C  fferer  to 
his  Majefty's  houfehold,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Jere- 
miah Dyfon,  deceafed .-^Dr.  Tho- 
mas Bray,  to  be  a  Prebendary  of 
St.  George's  Chapel,  Windfor,  on 
the  refignation  of  Dr.  King,  pro- 
moted to  theDeanry  of  St.  bnnau, 
in  the  diocefe  of  Raphoe;  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  30.  Lately,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jones,  of  Windfor,  to  be  Bilhop 
ofKilmore,  in  Ireland.— William 
Hewitt,  Efq;  a  Commiflioner  for 
fettling  the  differences  in  the  late 
fales  of  lands  at  the  Grenades. 
—Samuel  Black,  Efq;  to  be  Re- 
corder of  Leeds.— Lord  William 
Gordon,  brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  to  be  Lord  Vice  Admi- 
ral of  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
the  Earl  of  March. — John  Clark, 
Efq;  to  be  Governor  General  of 
the  province  of  Senegambia,  and 
Ijieuienant  Colonel  Comma  dant 
of  the  African  corps  at  Senegal, 
in  the  room  of  Colonel  Cnarles 
O'Hara,  who  religns.-— -Edward 
Byam,  Efq;  to  be  Judge' of  the 
Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  in  Anti- 
gua, in  the  room  of  Robert  Chrif- 
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tian,  Efq;  deceafed. — Capt.  Henry 
Bowyer,  of  the  19th  regiment, 
to  be  Deputy  Adjutant-General 
in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Paterfon. — The  Mar- 
quis of  Lothian  to  be  Colonel 
of  the  2d  troop  of  horfe-guards, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Cadogan, 
deceafed. — The  Right  Honourable 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  Clerk. of  the 
Pells  in  Ireland,  to  be  Mafter- 
worker  of  the  Mint,  in  the  room 
of  the  Hon.  Sioan  Cadogan,  now 
Lord  Cadogan, 

Ocl.  8.  Lieutenant-GeneralLord 
Robert  Bertie,  to  be  Captain  and 
Colonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
horfe  guards,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Cadogan, _  deceafed. — Col.  Wil- 
liam Faucitt,  to  be  Governor  of 
Gravefend  and  Tilbury. — Major 
Henry  Caldwell,  to  be  Lieutenant-- 
Colonel  in  America  only. — Cap- 
tain William  Pawlett,  to  be  Cap- 
tain of  an  independent  company 
of  invalids  at  Jerfey, 

—  II.  John  Home,  Efq;  of 
the  county  of  Berwick,  was  ferved 
and  returned  heir  male  to  the  Earl 
of  Dunbar,  before  the  Sheriff  and 
a  reipeftable  jury.  This  title  had 
lain  dormant  for  a  great  number 
of  years. — The  Marquis  of  Lo- 
thian, created  a  Knight  of  the  or- 
der of  the  thiftle,  in  the  room  of 
the  late  Lr>rd  Cathcart,  deceafed. 

—  13.  The  Hon.  Sir  William 
Howe,  Major-Gcneral  of  his  Ma- 
jefly's  forces,  and  General  of  his 
Mdjelly's  forces  in  North  America, 
created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  in 
the  room  of  Lord  Onflow,  de- 
ceafed. 

—  18.  Lord  Mansfield,  created 
Earl  of  Manfficld,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  with  remainder  to 
the  heirs  male  of  his  father. 

—  31.    Lately,  Morton    Eden, 

Efq; 
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Efq;  to  be  Minifler  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  Eleflor  of  Bavaria,  and 
Minifler  to  the  Diet  of  Ratifbon. — 
James  Harris,  jun.  Efq;  to  be 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Mini- 
fler Plenipotentiary  to  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruflia.— Hugh  Elliot, 
Efq;  to  be  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  Miniller  Plenipotentiary,  to 
the  court  of  Berlin.— Horace  St. 
Paul,  Efq;  to  be  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary to  the  court  of  Sweden, 
—George  Cooke,  Efq;  to  be 
Agent  and  Conful-General  at  Tri- 
poli.—Lord  On{]ow,  to  be  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of 
Surry. — .William  Matthew  Burt, 
Efq;  to  be  Governor  in  Chief  of 
the  Leeward  and  Caribbee  iflands, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Ralph  Payne, 
Knight  of  the  Bath. — The  Earl  of 
Breadalbane,  to  be  Vice-Admiral 
pf  Scotland. — The  Earl  of  March, 
to  be  Lord  Pligh  Commiffioner  to 
the  General  AlTembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  firft  Lord  Com- 
millioner  of  the  Police  in  Scotland, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Cathcart,  de- 
ceafed. — Alexander  Kincaid,  Efq; 
to  be  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinburgh. 
-—Robert  Donald,  Efq;  to  be 
Lord  Provofl  of  Glafgow. — The 
Rev.  Dr.  Home,  to  be  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Fothergill,  refigned.  — Wel- 
bore  Ager,  Efq;  to  be  a  Com- 
mifrioner  of  culioms.  — Heneage 
Legge,  Efq;  to  be  a  Commiffioner 
of  excife.— Henry  Bunbury,  and 
Thomas  Bowlby,  Efqrs.  to  be 
Comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts. 
—Mr.  Benfon,  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Speed,  de- 
ceafed.— Edward  Bayntun,  Efq; 
now  his  Majelly's  Conful  General 
at  Tripoli,  to  be  his  Agent  and 


Conful  General  at  Algiers. — Wil- 
liam Cornwall,  Efq;  Member  for 
Leominfter,  in  the  room  of  Tho- 
mas Hill,  Efq;  deceafed.  —  Dr. 
Cadogan,  to  be  In fpe(5lor- Gene- 
ral of  the  mad-houfes. — Thomas 
Evance,  Efq;  Barrilter  at  Law,  of 
the  Middle  Temple,  to  be  Re- 
corder of  Kingfton,  in  the  room  of 
Elliot  Biihop,  Efq;  deceafed.-r- 
Lord  Powis,  to  be  Recorder  of  the 
town  and  borough  of  Ludlow,  in 
Salop. — His  Excellency  the  Mar- 
quis  de  Noailles,  Ambafiador  from 
France  to  this  court. — Henry  Pel- 
ham,  Efq;  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Viftualling-Office,  in  the  room  of 
R.  Pett,  Efq;  deceafed. 

Nov.  14,  The  Earl  of  Gaffilis, 
to  be  one  of  the  iixteen  peers  of 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Cathcart,  deceafed. 

— -19.  Major  Nevinfon  Poole, 
to  be  Lieutenant-Governorof  Pen- 
dennis- Call le.— Richard  Prefcott, 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  feventh  regi- 
ment of  foot. 

•—22.  The  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
Ihire,  to  be  Lieutenant-General 
and  General-Governor  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's kingdom  of  Ireland. 

•—30.  Lately,  John  Clavering, 
Efq;  Lieutenant-General  of  his 
Majefty's  forces,  to  be  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath. — Dr.  Charles  Mor- 
ton, to  be  Principal  Librarian  to 
the  Britifh  Mufeum,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Maty,  deceafed.-r-Wyrriot 
Owen,  Efq;  to  be  Governor  of 
Milford  Haven,  and  all  the  forts 
dependent  thereon. — Lord  Cath- 
cart, Secretary  to  Lord  Stormont 
at  the  court  of  Verfaiiles,  ap- 
pointed Ambafiador  to  the  court  of 
Rgffia,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Robert 
Gunning. — John  Collet,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majefly's  Conful  at  Genoa, 
in  the  room  of   James   Holford, 
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Efq;  dcceafed. — Lord  Powis,  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 

Montgomery. The   Rev.   Mr. 

Evans,  to  be  Mailer  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  Chapel,  near  Bafingftoke, 
Hants. 

Dec.  19.  The  Rev.  William 
Cooper,  D.  D.  to  be  Archdeacon 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Pe- 
ter, in  York,  and  Prebendary  of 
Northwell,  in  the  faid  cathedral, 
both  in  his  Majefty's  gift,  by  the 
death  of  the  Archbilhop  of  York. 

—  21.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Markham,  Bifhop  of  Chefter, 
to  be  Archbifhop  of  York,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Robert  Drummond, 
deceafed. 

—  31.  Lately,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Beilby  Porteus,  Bifhop  of  Chefter, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Markham, 
tranflated  to  the  fee  of  York. — The 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  ShuteBarrington, 
Bifhop  of  LlandafF,  to  be  a  Prebend 
of  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windfor, 
void  by  the  refignation  of  Dr.  John 
Douglas,  who  fucceeds  the  Bi- 
fhop,  as  Canon  Refidentiary  of  St. 
Paul's. — The  Rev.  Andrew  Cheap, 
M.  A.  to  be  a  Prebend  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Peter,  York,  void 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Gilbert. — Dr. 
Lewis  Bagot,  to  be  Dean  of  Chrift 
Church,  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  MRrkham.— John  Aihby,  Wil- 
liam Randall,  and  Thomas  Ken- 
nerfley,  Efqrs.  to  be  Prothonota- 
ries  and  Clerks  of  the  Crown  in 
the  counties  of  Denbigh  and  Mont- 
gomery.— Welbore  Ellis  Agar  and 
William  Hay,  Efqrs.  to  be  Cora- 
miliioners  of  Cultoms,  in  the  room 
of  Henry  Banks  and  Samuel  Mead, 
Efqrs.  deceafed. — Edward  White- 
houfe,  Efq;  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
robes  and  wardrobes  of  his  Ma- 
jefty. — Mr.  Heron,  of  Grofvenor- 
•fquare,  to  be  Principal  Secretary 

to  the  Earl  of  BuckinghamCiirc, 


Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. — Ro- 
bert McQueen,  Efq;  Advocate,  to 
be  one  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and 
SefSon  of  Scotland,  in  the  place 
of  the  late  Lord  CoalHon, — John 
Day,  Efq;  to  be  Advocate-Gene- 
ral to  the  Eaft-India  Company  ia 
Bengal,  with  a  falary  of  3000 1.  per 
annum,  and  the  fum  of  15C0I.  al- 
lowed him  for  the  expences  of  his 
pafTage.— The  Rev.  Dr.  Butler, 
Chaplain  to  the  Hon.  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  be  one  of  the  Chap- 
lains to  the  King,  in  the  room  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Beilby  Porteus.— 
Dr.  Horfley,  to  be  Secretary  to  the 
Royal  Society,  in  the  room  of  Dr, 
Maty,  deceafed.— Mr.  Planta,  to 
be  Undersecretary,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Horfiey. — Mr.  Robertfon,  to 
beLibrarian  to  the  Royal  Society ,  in 
the  room  of  his  father,  deceafed, 

DEATHS,    1776. 

Jan.  I.  Charles  Milborne,  Efq; 
of  Wonaftow,  in  Monmouthfliire, 
brother-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford. 

3.  Capt.  Berry,  of  the  royal  navy. 

5.  Mifs  Mary  Anne  Bunce,  only 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  Sir  Jaraes 
Buncc^  of  Kerning,  in  Kent,\Bart. 

6.  Andrev/  Pringle  of  Alemoor, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Senators  of  the 
college  of  Juftice,  in  Scotland,  at 
Hawkhiil,  in  the  fame  kingdom. 

James  Montrefor,  Efq;  Engi- 
neer and  Colonel  in  the  army,  at 
New  Gardens,  near  Green-ftreet, 
in  Kent. 

The  Hon.  William  Hervey,  fou 
of  John,  Earl  of  Briftol,  and  uncle 
to  the  prefent  Earl. ' 

11.  John  Barker,  Efq;  Rear 
Admiral  of  the  White,  at  Bath. 

12.  Chriftopher  Griffith,  Efq; 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  county 
of  Berks. 

Capt. 
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Capt.  Avery,  formerly  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  but  late  on  half- pay. 

13.  Lady  Irwine,  relid  of  the 
late  Lieuienant-General  Alexan- 
der Irwine,  and  mother  to  the  pre- 
fent  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Irwine,  K.  B. 

14.  William  Strode,  Efq;  Lieu- 
tenant-General of  his  Majelly's 
forces,  and  Colonel  of  the  62d  re- 
giment of  foot,  in  Gerard- ftreet, 
Soho. 

The  Hon.  William  Auguftus 
Montague,  fecond  fon  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  member  for  the 
town  of  Huntingdon. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Cornwallis, 
Lieutenant-General  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's forces.  Colonel  of  the  24th 
regiment  of  foot,  and  Governor 
of  Gibraltar,  at  Bird-place,  in 
Hertford  Ih ire.  He  was  brother  to 
the  Archbiihopof  Canter|)ury,  and 
uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Cornwallis. 

16.  Lord  Blantyre,  at  Erfkine, 
in  Scotland. 

John  Owen,  Efq;  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majefty's  forces. 

17.  Lieutenant -Colonel  James 
Provoft,  Colonel-Commandant  of 
the  firft  battalion  of  the  Royal 
American  regiment  of  foot. 

Prince  Pio,  a  grandee  of  Spain, 
at  Madrid. 

18.  TheCountefsofWeftmeath, 
mother  of  the  prefent  Earl,  in 
France. 

22.  Mrs.  Catharine  Blunt,  filler 
of  Sir  Charles  Blunt,  Bart. 

25.  Sir  Henry  Chamberlayne, 
Bart,  by  whofe  death  the  title  is 
cxtinft. 

26.  Charles  Offspring  Blackball, 
Efq;  fon  of  Dr.  Offspring  Black- 
hall,  formerly  Bifhop  of  Exeter. 

27.  Sir  John  Charlton,  Bart,  of 
Apley  Caftle,  in  Shropihire. 

30.     Lately,     Capt.     Kenneth 


Mackenzie,  fon  of  thelate  Sir  Ken- 
neth Mackenzie,  Bart,  at  Bengal. 

Mrs.  Honora  Browne,  mother  ol 
General  Browne,  in  the  Auftrian 
fervice. 

Feb.  I.  The  Earl  of  Radnor,  in 
the  51(1  year  of  his  age^  His 
Lordthip  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
ellate,  by  his  eldell  fon,  member 
for  New  Sarum. 

3.  Charles  O'Hara,  Efq;  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Armagh, 
in  Ireland. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Sydney 
Stafford  S  my  the.  Knight,  one  of 
the  Barons  of  Exchequer; 

5.  Sir  James  Kinloch  Nevoy^ 
Bart. 

The  Hon.  George  Weft,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Delavvar. 

7.  John  Delme,  Efq;  brother 
to  Lady  Ravenfworth,  at  the  De- 
vizes. 

11.  Sir  William  Hanham,  Bart, 
of  Dean's-court,  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Dorfetfhire  militia,  Deputy-Lieu- 
tenant, and  one  of  his  Majefly's 
jullices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid 
county,  at  Bath. 

12.  Charles  Sigifmond,  Baroa 
de  Starck,  at  Oxford. 

13.  James  Jefferies,  Efq;  one 
of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Cuf- 
toms. 

Lewis  Charles  Montolieu,  Efq; 
late  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  fe- 
cond troop  of  horfe-guards. 

14.  Thomas  Radcliffe,  LL.  D. 
Judge  of  the  Confiftory  Court  of 
Dublin,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Canice,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny. 

Mrs.  Tyrwhit,  fifler  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Tyrwhit,  of  Stainfield,  in 
Lincolnlhire. 

15.  The  Countefsof  Salilbury, 
19.     Mrs.    Corbet,    a    maiden 

lady. 
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ladv,   daughter   of    the  Jate    Sir 
Richard  Corbet,  Bart. 

20.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Addington, 
Dean  of  Litchfield,  at  his  deanry- 
houfe  in  that  city. 

The  Hoh.  Richard  Rochford 
M^rvyn,  Efq;  brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Belvedere,  one  of  the  members, 
for  the  borough  of  Philipilown, 
and  late  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
35  th  regiment  of  foot. 

Charles  Dowdefwell,  Efq;  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  late  Right  Hon. 
William  Dowdefwell,  Efq;  at  Mar- 
feilles. 

The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Carte- 
ret, Earl  Granville,  Vifcount  Car- 
teret, and  Bailey  of  the  Ifle  of 
Jerfey. 

22.  The  Rev.  James  Gayer, 
D.  D.  grandfon  of  the  late  Sir 
RobertGayer,  Knightof  the  Bath, 
at LifTon -green,  Paddington, 

23.  The  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby,  in  the 
86Lh  year  of  his  age.  His  Lord- 
fhip  is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate 
by  Lord  Stanley,  his  grandfon, 
member  in  the  prefent  parliament 
fo»'Lanca(hire.  / 

24.  Sir  Richard  Philips,  Bart, 
at  his  feat  at  Pidon-Callle,  near 
Haverfordweft. 

Sir  William  Mannock,  Bart,  of 
GifFord's-hall,  Suffolk.  ^ 

28.  Lord  Hcbart,  only  fo;i  of 
the  Earl  of  Buckinghamlliire. 

29.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Barrett, 
filler  of  the  late  Governor  Fitz- 
william,  and  mother  of  Michael 
Barrett,  Efqj  of  Park-flreet,  Weft- 
mi  n  Her. 

Sir  John  Burland,  Knight,  one 
of  the  Barons  of  his  Majefty*s  court 
of  Exchequer,  fuddenly,  at  his 
hou fe  in  Great  George-fl;reet,We{l- 
xninfter. 

Mar.  I.  The  Lady  o  iColonel 
Amherft,  at  Bath. 

6.  Mrc.  M;:uger,  wifeof  Jolhua 


Manger,  Efq;  member  for  Poole, 
in  Dorfetlhire. 

8.  Lady  Margaret  Stanley,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Derby,  at  Knutsford. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Trefufis,  fito 
to  the  late  Lord  St.  John. 

i6.^The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hoadly, 
Chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
chelkr,  Mafter  of  St.  Crofs,  near 
that  city,  Redtor  of  St.  Mary's, 
in  Southampton,  and  of  Alresford, 
near  that  place,  at  Southampton. 

17.  Lady  Pole,  widow'  of  Sir 
John  Pole,  Bart,  and  wife  of 
George  Clavering,  Efq;  in  Ber- 
ner*s-rtreet.  ,        , 

18.  Lady  Curzon,  reli£l  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Curzon,  in  Dover- 
ftreet. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  de  Cour- 
cy.  Lord  Baron  of  Kinfale.  The 
Lords  of  this  barony  have  a  pri- 
vilege fuperior  to  that  of  any  no- 
bleman in  this  realm,  viz.  that  of 
keeping  their  hats  on  in  the  royal 
prefence:  a  privilege  given  to  them 
fome  centuries  ago. 

21.  Daniel  Chevenix,  Efq; 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Commandant 
of  the  Royal  Irifh  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery,in  Dominick-ftreet,  Dublin. 

William  Mure,  Efq;  of  Cald- 
wall,  in  Scotland,  one  of  the  Ba- 
rons of  the  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land, at  Edinburgh. 

Henry  Knoiler,  Efq;  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  Attorney-General  for  Que- 
bec, and  eJdeft  fon  of  Godfrey 
Knoiler,  Efq;  of  Donheda-hall, 
Wilts,  in  Surry-ftreet. 

The  Lady  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ely, 
in  Hertford-lheet,  May-fair. 

25.  ThcEarl  of  Strathmore,  one 
of  the  iixteen  Peers  for  Scotland, 
on  his  paflage  to  Lifbon,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

21.  The  Rev.  William  Evelvn, 
D.  D.  Vicar  of  Trim,  Redtorof 
Clonallan,    Chancellor    of    Dro- 

more. 
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inore.  Dean  of  Emly,  and  Chap- 
lain to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

29.  Lady  Ayfcough,  flfter  to 
the  late  Lord  Lyttelton,  and  relift 
of  the  late  Dr.  Ayfcough,  Dean 
of  Briftol,  in  Lifle-flreet,  Leicef- 
ter-fields. 

William  Gordon,  Efq;  one  of 
the  Commiflioners  of  the  Viftual- 
ling-Office. 

Sir  Edward  Barry,  Bart.  M.  D. 
F,  R.  S.  Phyfician -General  to  his 
Majelty's  forces,  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

John  Gower,  Efq;  fon  to  the 
late  Sir  Saipuel  Gower,  in  Gower's- 
Gardens,  Goodman's-fields, 

Jofeph  Martin,  Efq;  member  of 
parliament  for  Tewkefbury.  He 
ferved  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  Lon- 
don and  Middlefex  in  1771. 

April  I.  John  Fortefcue,  Efq; 
at  Penwerne,  in  Cornwall,  coufin-- 
german  to  Lord  Fortefcue,  of  Caf- 
tle-hill,  Devonihire. 

3.  Count  d'Oyenhaufen,  Great 
Huntfman  of  the  electorate  of  Ha- 
nover. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Archibald 
Edmonftone,  Bart,  of  Argyle- 
ilreet. 

5.  The  Hon.  Mailer  Digby,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  Lord  Digby,  at  Can- 
terbury. 

Lady  Trevannion,  widow  of  Sir 
Harry  Trevannion,  and  daughter 
of  Sir  Rowland  Watts,  Bart,  of 
Worcefter/hire,  in  the  76th  year  of 
her  age,  at  Bath. 

II.  Wenman  Coke,  Efq;  mem- 
ber for  Norfolk,  and  Surveyor  of 
the  Woods  belonging  to  the  Crown 
in  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

,8.   Wellard,   Efq;   Cap- 

tain  in  the  Navy,  and  one  of  the 
jurats  of  that  town,  at  Dover. 

19.  The  Hon.  William  Scott, 
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Second  Saron  of  the  Exchequer  ia 
Ireland. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hartpole,  wife 
of  Robert  Hartpole,  Efq;  eighth 
daughter  of  Lord  Baltinglafs. 

20.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane 
Bridges,  of  Charles-ftreet,  Berk- 
ley-fquare.  Her  Lady  (hip  was 
daughter  of  John  Marquis  of  Car- 
narvon, eldell  fon  of  James  flril 
Duke  of  Chandos, 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  Huddef- 
ford,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age, 
at  Trinity-College,  Oxford,  of 
which  he  had  been  prefident  forty- 
five  years. 

25.  William  Fleming,  Efq;  a 
Colonel  in  the  Guards,  in  Ben- 
tinck-ftreet. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Lord 
Vifcount  Fitzwilliam,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  a  Privy-Counfellor  of 
Ireland,  and  F.  R,  S.  at  Mount 
Merrion  in  that  kingdom. 

26.  Patrick  Preflon,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  George  Prefton,  Bart, 
at  Valleyfieldj  in  Fifelhire>  Scot- 
landi 

Lady  Vanbrugh,  aged  90,  relift 
of  the  celebrated  Sir  John  Van- 
brugh. 

30.  TheGrand-Duchefsof  Ruf- 
fia,  Petrowna  Alexiewna,  at  St. 
Peterlburgh. 

Lately,  Mrs.  Hayter,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Hayter,  late  Bilhop  of 
London. 

Jacob  Weeden,  Efq;  formerly 
Governor  of  Bombay,  atBrentford. 

Mrs.  Anketall,  filter  to  Lord 
Bellamont,  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Livingllone,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
at  New-York. 

Frederick  HoHingfworth,  Efq; 
late  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
third  regiment  of  foot-guards. 

John  Dee,  Efq;  an  officer  in 
the  fervice  of  the  India  Company, 

and 
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and  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  ca- 
valry, at  Tanjour,  in  the  Eaft- 
Jndies.  His  death  was  occafioned 
by  a  wound  he  received  at  the  fiege 
of  that  city,  ^     « 

Mrs.  Latton,  wife  of  William 
Latton,  Efq  ;  his  late  Majefty's 
Envoy,  and  Conful-General  to  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Alexander  Mackenzie,  Efq  ;  who 
was  upwards  of  thirty  years  Knight 
of  the  ihire  for  the  county  of  Rofs 
in  Scotland. 

Lady  Margaret  Stanley,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Derby. 

The  lady  of  Colonel  Amherft. 

May  I.  John  Haynes,  Efq;  of 
the  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  and 
one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Signet. 

The  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Ma- 
lone,  reprefentative  in  parliament 
for  the  County  of  Weftmeatb,  and 
one  of  his  Majefty*s  Privy-Council, 
in  Ireland. 

4.  Sir  John  Harrington,  Bart. 
late  member  for  the  Borough  of 
Newtown,  in  the  Jfle  of  Wight,  in 
James-Street,  Bedford-Row. 

7.  Maria  Jofephina  Anna  Au- 
gulla,  daughter  of  Charles  VII. 
Emperor  of  the  Romans,  filler  to 
the  Ele(5lor  of  Bavaria,  and  Dow- 
ager of  Auguftus  George  Simpert, 
Margrave  of  Bade  Bade,  of  an  apo- 
pletic  fit,  at  Munich. 

g.  Mrs  Foote,  relid  of  the  late 
Mr.  Foote,  and  filler  to  Sir  Hora- 
tio Man,  K.  B.  Envoy-Extraor- 
dinary to  the  court  of  Florence. 

II.  Sir  Matthew  Aylmer,  Bart, 
of  Balrath,  in  Ireland. 

17.  John  Tempeft,  fen.  Efq; 
who  reprefented  the  city  of  Dur- 
ham in  three  parliaments,  at  Sher- 
burn,  near  Durham. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Hattley,  of  the 
Hermitage. 
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Sir  Chriftopher  Hales,  Bart,  at 
Hammerfmich. 

27.  Mifs  Douglas,  daughter  of 
John  St.  Leger  Douglas,  member 
for  Weobley,  in  Herefordfliire 

31.  The  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Cockburn,  Archdeacon  of  Oflbf}', 
in  Ireland,  at  Bath. 

Lately,  Monf.  le  Baron  de 
Bulow,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
her  Imperial  Majefty*s  troops  in 
the  Low-Countries. 

The  Lady  of  Thomas  Whit- 
more,  Efq;  Member  for  Bridge- 
north. 

June  I.  The  Right  Hon.  Sarah 
Vifcountefs  Falkland,  at  Black- 
heath. 

5.  *The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Suffolk,  at  Tooting,  in  Surry. 

Lady  Charlotte  Burgoyne,  fpoufe 
of  General  Burgoyne,  at  Kenfing- 
ton-Palace. 

9.  Sir  Robert  Gordon,  of  Gor- 
don-Town, Bart,  at  his  faid  feat, 
in  the  fliire  of  Moray. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Chambers,  Re^or 
of  Cradley  in  Herefordfliire,  as 
alfo  of  Nanton,  a  Prebendary  of 
Inkborough,  and  a  Portioner  of 
Bromyard,  at  Cradley  aforefaid. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Samuel 
Lord  Mafham,  of  Gates,  in  Eflev, 
and  a  Baronet;  one  of  the  I^ords 
of  the  King's  Bed-Chamber,  Re- 
membrancer of  His  Majefty's  cojrt 
of  Exchequer,  and  F.  R.  S,  ia 
Cork- Street,  Burlington-Gardens. 

16.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Carmichael, 
Efq  ;  at  Saltcoats,  in  Eail-Lothian. 

17.  Mrs.  Margaret  Menzies, 
relift  of  the  Hon.  William  Car- 
michael,  Efq ;  of  Saltcoats,  in  Eall- 
Lothian. 

Mifs  Mary  Beauchamp  Proftor, 
third  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Wil- 
liam Beauchamp  Proftor,  Bart,  ia 
New  Bond-Street. 

[P]  19.  BJ- 
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19.  Edward  Jekyll,  Efq;  a  Cap- 
tain in  his  Majefty*s  Navy,  in 
Clarges-ftreet. 

2p.  John  Graham,  Efq;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  'Jate  council  of  Bengal, 
off  Port-Mahon,  oii  his  way  to 
Lifbon  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health. 

21.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Frances  Erlkine,  wife  of  James 
Erikine,  of  Grange,  Eiq ;  her 
Ladyfhip  was  daoghtcr  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Marr  and  Lady  Frances 
Pierpont,  daughter  of  Evelyn  Duke 
of  Kingllon.  Her  brother  was  the 
1 8th  Lord  Erikine,  and  the  iith 
Earl  of  Marr. 

24.  Sir  William  Denham,  of 
Weftihield,  in  Scotland,  Bart, 

The  Hon.  William  Byron,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Byron,  and  member 
for  Morpeth,  in  Northumberland. 

The  Hon.  Mifs  Mary  Brown, 
fecond  daughter  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Weftport,  aged  i8,  at  Weftport, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo,  in  Ireland. 

25,  Clarke  Adams,  Efq;  Col. 
of  the  Northamptonfhire  militia, 
at  Eaft-Haddoe. 

July  I.  Maximilian  Alexis  de 
Bethune,  Due  de  Sully,  in  France. 

Arthur  Villettes,  Efq  ;  many 
years  Britifti  Refident  at  the  court 
of  Sardinia,  and  the  Swifs  Can- 
tons. 

6.  Capt.  Jenkins,  formerly  of 
the  Royal  Navy,  at  Twickenham. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Soraerville,  of 
Dinder,  near  Wells,  in  Somerfet- 
Ihire. 

9.  Sir  John  Gibbons,  Bart,  and 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  at  Stanwcll, 
in  Middlefex. 

10.  The  Infanta  Donna  Maria, 
of  Portugal,  after  an  illnefs  of  a 
few  days.  She  was  born  June  9, 
1771' 


Sir  John  Powell  Price,  of  New- 
Town  Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  Bart. 

II.  Sir  John  Hall,  of  Douglas, 
in  Scotland,  Bart,  at  Douglas  afore- 
faid. 

14.  Colonel  John  Sabine,  late 
of  the  Guards,  at  the  Hot- wells, 
Briflol. 

J 6.  Her  Serene  Highnefs  Fran- 
ces Chriftiana,  Countefs  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine,  Princefs  of  the  Roman 
empire,  Abbefs  of  Effen  and 
Thorne,  aunt  to  his  Serene  High- 
nefs the  Eleflor  Palatine,  in  the 
Sill  year  of  her  age. 

22.  Charles  Gilbert  de  May  dc 
Termont,  Bilhop  of  Blois,  and  Al- 
moner to  the  French  King  at  Paris. 

26.  Lady  Charlotte  Hayes,  at 
Clifton. 

27.  The  Hon.  Major  Sandi- 
lands,  at  CcBtentibus,  in  Scotland, 

28.  The  Duchefs-Oowager  of 
Newcaftle.  Her  Grace  was  daughter 
to  Lord  Godolphin,  by  Henrietta, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  was  married  to 
the  late  Duke  of  Newcaitle  April 
2,1717. 

Lord  Doune,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Moray,  at  Bath. 

Auguft  2.  Lewis  Fran9ois  dc 
Bourbon,  Prince  de  Conty,  Grand 
Prior  of  France,  and  Generaliffimo 
of  the  French  King's  troops,  at 
Paris. 

7.  The  Earl  of  Altamont,  at 
his  feat  at  Newport,  in  Ireland. 

10.  Samuel  Shuldham,  Efq;  bro- 
ther to  Admiral  Lord  Shuldham, 
at  Kilkenny,  in  Ireland. 

12.  The  Rev,  Edward  Bentham, 
D.  D.  Senior  Canon  of  Chriit- 
Church,  Oxford,  and  Regius  Pro- 
feilbr  of  Divinity  in  that  univer- 
fity. 

13.  Benoit 
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13.  Benoit  Veterane,  Cardinal 
Deacon  of  the  Roman  Church,  at 
Rome.  He  was  raifed  to  the  purple 
by  Pope  Clement  XIII. 

1 5.  Sir  Richard  Bampfylde,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Max- 
well, Earl  of  Nithfdale.  He  was 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Nithfdale  who 
made  his  efcape  out  of  the  Tower. 

Hugh  Bailey,  Efq;  Advocate, 
Doilor  of  Laws,  and  formerly 
judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court  ia 
Ireland. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  Mary  Vif- 
countefs  Dowager  of  Kenmore,  at 
Terregles,  in  Scotland. 

21.  The  Right.  Hon  Charles 
Shaw  Cathcart,  Lord  Cathcart, 
Lord  High  Commiffioncr  to  the 
General  AfTembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  Firfl:  Lord  Com- 
miHIoner  of  the  Police  in  that 
kingdom.  Lieutenant  -  General, 
Knight  of  the  Thiftle,  and  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Moft  Honourable 
Privy-Council,  at  his  houfe  in 
Grofvenor- Place, 

Captain  Adams,  of  Chamblef- 
forth. 

22.  Thomas  Dunbar,  Efq;  bro- 
ther to  Sir  James  Dunbar,  Bart. 

23.  Thomas  Hill,  Efq;  Mem- 
ber for  Leominfter,  at  Court-Hill, 
near  Ludlow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Damcr,  fon  of 
Lord  Milton. 

25.  Lady  Catherine  Hay,  wife 
of  Captain  William  Hay,  of  the 
fecond  regiment  of  foot  guards, 
daughter  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Tweedale,  and  niece  to  the  prefent 
Marquis,  at  Briflol. 

27.  The  Hon.  Andrew  Leflie, 
fon  of  the  deceafed  John,  Earl  of 
Rothes,  at  Haddington,  in  Scot- 
land. 

3r.  Lately,  The  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Well  Earl  Dclawar,  Vifcount  Can- 


taloupe,  Colonel  of  the  firft  troop 
of  horfe  guards,  a  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majelly's  forces, 
and  Chamberlain  to  the  Queen's 
houfhold. 

Sept.  c.  John  Lewis  de  Golftein, 
Count  or  the  Holy  Roman  Empire, 
Chamberlain  and  Privy- Counfellor 
to  the  Eledlor  Palatine,  and  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  dutchies  of  Juliers 
and  Berg,  at  Duffeldorp. 

The  Right  Honourable  William 
Knollis,  Earl  of  Banbury,  Vifcount 
Wallingford,  Baron  Knollis  of 
Greys,  and  a  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  army,  at  his  brother's  houfe 
at  Burford. 

Sir  Michael  Danvers,  of  Cul- 
worth,  in  Norchamptonfhire,  Bart, 
defcended  from  one  of  William  the 
Conqueror's  officers,  on  whom  that 
prince  fettled  the  faid  manor.  Sir 
MichaePs  fortune,  which  is  very 
confiderable,  falls  to  a  maiden 
filler. 

10.  Lady  Mary  Archer,  Lady  to 
John  Archer,  Efq  ;  and  aunt  10  the 
prefent  Earl  Fitzvvilliam. 

13.  Captain  Evert,  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Ihip  the  Bedford,  of  74 guns, 
at  Woolwich. 

14.  Lady  Anne  Monfon,  wife 
of  the  Hon.  George  Monfon,  one 
of  the  Supreme  Council  at  Bengal, 
and  fifter  to  the  Earl  of  Darling- 
ton, in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

16.  The  Hon.  Henry  Hope,  fe- 
cond fon  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun, 
at  Lyons  in  France. 

Lady  Dowager  Barker,  at  Kil- 
kenny, in  Ireland. 

Jeremiah  Dyfon,  Efq;  Cofferer 
of  his  Majefty's  houlhold.  Mem- 
ber for  Horfhani,  in  Suflex,  and 
one  of  his  Majefty's  Moll  Honour- 
able Privy-Council. 

i8,  John  Ellis,  Efq;  F,  R.  S. 
Agent  for  Weft- Florida,  and    for 

[?j  1  the 
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the  ifland  of  Dominica.     See  our 
Chronicle,  p.  189. 

23.  Henry  Banks,  Efq  ;  Com- 
miffioner  of  Culloms. 

24.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Cadogan,  Baron  of  Oakley, 
Colonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
horfe  guards.  Governor  of  Gravef- 
end  and  Tiibury-Fcrt,  a  General 
of  his  Majefly's  forces,  a  truftee 
of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  and  F.R.S. 
in  the  ninety-fecond  year  of  his 
age. 

29.  The  Right  Hon.  Stephen 
Fox,  Earl  of  Ilchefter,  Lord  lU 
chefler  and  Stavordale,  Baron 
Strangeways  of  Woodford  Strange^ 
ways.  Baron  of  Redlynch,  one  of 
his  Majefly*s  Mofr  Hon.  Privy- 
Council,  and  Joint-Comptroller  of 
the  Army  Accounts,  at  MelbuT-y 
in  Dorfetihire.  His  Lordfhip  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  the  diforder 
which  occafioned  his  death,  on 
Sunday  the  22d  ult.  and  never 
fpoke  afterwards. 

Francis  Heme,  Efq;  Member 
for  Cam  el  ford,  in  Cornwall. 

30.  Thomas  Whitchot,  Efq ; 
who  formerly  reprefented  the 
county  of  Lincoln  in  parliament 
thirty-fix  years,  at  Harpfwell. 

Lately,  Col.  John  Horton,  of 
the  firft  regiment  of  foot  guards. 

The  Right  Hon.  Anne  Countcfs- 
Dowager  of  Abei^ccrn,  aged  86, 
in  Grofvenor-  Square. 

Sir  Robert  Kerr,  Bart.  at 
Kelfo. 

George  Gibfon,  Efq ;  fon  of 
the  late  Bifhop  of  London,  of  that 
name.  See  our  Charaders  for  the 
year  1763,  p.  12. 

Mr.  De  Vifme,  the  Britifh  En- 
voy to  the  court  of  Stockholm. 

Mrs.  Mary  Leighton,  filler  of 
Sir  Charles  Leighton,  of  Lcton, 
Bart,  at  Shrewlbury. 


Philip  Baron  de  Spiegel,  Abbe 
of  Corvey,  and  a  prince  of  the 
Holy  Roman  empire,  of  a  fit  of 
the  apoplexy,  at  Francfort. 

Od.  2.  Sir  Alexander  Don, 
Bart,  of  Newtown,  in  Scotland. 

3.  The  Hon.  Col.  Thomas  Mo- 
lyneux.  Member  for  Haflemere, 
and  a  Major  in  the  third  regiment 
of  foot  guards,  in  Manchefter- 
Buildings,  Weftminfter. 

4.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Ca- 
tharine Cochrane,  daughter  of 
Thomas  late  Earl  of  Dundonald, 
and  wife  to  William  Wood,  Efq, 

7.  Don  Nuno  Cajetan  Alvares 
Pereira  de  MeJlo,  Duke  of  Cada- 
val,  and  chief  of  a  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Braganza,  in  Portugal. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Lord  Onflow,  Baron  Onflow  and 
Clendon,  and  Baronet ;  Lord- 
lieutenant  and  Cul'tos  Rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  Surry,  High- 
Steward  of  Guildford,  L  L.  D.  a 
Privy  Counfellor,  and  one  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Moll  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  in  title,  and  an  ellate  of 
i8,cool.  a  year,  by  his  coufin. 
Lord  Cranley,  fon  to  the  late 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

II.  The    Right  Hon.  Sir  WiU 
Ham  Yorke,  late  Chief  Juilice  of 
the    court    of   Common-Pleas,   in 
Ireland  ;  but  had  retired  on  a  pen-^ 
ficn.     See  our  Chronicle,  p.  189. 

13.  Lady  Ann  Stirling,  reiid 
of  Sir  Henry  Stirling,  of  Ardoch, 
Scotland,  Bart. 

14.  Jolhua  Seabrooke,  Efq;  for- 
merly a  commander  in  the  navy. 

19.  Robert  Pett,  Efq;  one  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Vidlual- 
ling-Office. 

John  Smith,  Efq  ;  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

21.  Samuel  Mead,  Efq;  F.R.S. 

and 
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find  Commiffioner  of  his  Majefty*s 
Cuftoms. 

25.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Elis&abeth 
Foley,  daughter  of  Lord  Foley. 

Mifs  Jane  Whichcote,  daughter 
of  Sir  Chriftopher  Whichcote, 
Bart. 

26.  Lady  Calder,  relidl  of  the 
late  Sir  James  Calder,  Bart,  of 
Grofvenor-Square. 

George  Williams,  Efq  ;  a  com« 
mander  in  the  royal  navy,  in 
James-Street,  Weftminfler. 

Buckle,   Efq;     brother    to 

Admiral  Buckle,  at  Bath. 

31.  Lately,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cot- 
ton, a  maiden  lady,  aged  90, 
daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  Cot- 
ton, and  niece  to  Sir  Robert  Cot- 
ton. 

Lady  Whitford,  widow  of  the 
deceafed  General  Sir  John  Whit- 
ford, of  Whiteford,  Bart. 

William  Parry,  ECq  ;  Ton  of  Ad- 
miral  Parry. 

The  Provincial  General  Thomas, 
at  Chamblee,  in  North- America. 

Mr.  Reichie,  Refident  at  Co- 
penhagen on  the  part  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majelly's  Hanoverian  do- 
minions, in  the  8oth  year.  He 
had  been  in  that  ftation  49  years. 

Nov.  2.  Lady  Dalfton,  relid  of 
Sir  George  Dalfton,  Bart,  of  Heath, 
in  the  county  of  York,  at  St. 
Omer's. 

3.  The  Right  Hon.  Rob.  Earl 
Litchfield,  Vifcount  Quarendon, 
Cuftos  Brevium,  in  the  court  of 
Common-Pleas,  aged  upwards  of 
70,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he 
was  hunting  at  Ditchley,  in  Ox- 
fordfhire.  As  his  Lordfhip  has 
left  no  iiTue,  the  title  is  extinft  : 
and  the  office  of  Cuftos  Brevium  in 
the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  an- 
nexed to  the  title,  devolves  to  the 
crown. 


17.  James  Sayer,  Efq;  Vic© 
Admiral  of  the  White. 

19.  The  Hon.  Mrs,  Hervey, 
reii;l  of  the  Hon.  William  Hervey, 
uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol. 

2C.  Peter  Chriftopher  Algeht, 
Efq  ;  Swedifh  Conful,  at  the  Hot- 
wells,  Briftol. 

23.  Mrs.  O'Brien,  relid  of  the 
late  Admiral  O'Brien,  in  the  ifle 
of  Wight. 

24.  George  Brown,  of  Coal- 
ftoun,  Efq  ;  one  of  the  Senators  of 
the  College  of  Juftice  in  Edin- 
burgh. 

3c.  The  Rev.  Robert  Gilbert, 
D.  D.  brother  of  the  late  Dr.  Gil- 
bert, Archbiihop  of  York,  one  of 
the  Canons  Refidentiary  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Sarum,  and 
poflefled  of  many  other  church 
preferments. 

Lately,  James  Dunn,  Efq  ;  late 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  in  the  firit 
troop  of  horfe  guards. 

Mrs.  Chapman,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Chapman,  Archdeacon 
of  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk. 

Admiral  Brice,  commander  of  a 
fquadron  of  American  veiTels  of 
war,  at  Bofton. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  For- 
refter,  at  Colerne,  Wilts. 

The  Cardinal  Patriarch  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Lifijon. 

The  Dowager  Lady  Compton, 
at  Hartpury,  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Dec.  2.  Lady  Win^for,  relid  of 
the  late  Lord  Windfor,  and  mother 
to  Lady  Mountftewart. 

5.  Her  Grace  Elizabeth,  Du- 
chefs  of  Northumberland.  She 
was  in  her  own  right  Baronefs 
Percy,  Lucy,  Poynings,  Fitzpaine, 
Bryan,  and  Latimer  ;  was  heirefs 
and  fole  reprefentative  of  many 
great  families,  being  the  only 
daughter  of  Algernon   Seymour, 
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the  laft  Duke  of  Somerfet  of  his 
branch,  and  through  him  de- 
icended  from  the  illuftrious  family 
of  Percy,  ancient  Earls  of  Nor- 
thumberland ;  his  Grace's  mother 
being  the  only  child,  of  JofccHne 
Percy,  laft  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, who  died  in.  1670.  By  the 
moft  happy  marriage  with  his 
Grace  the  prefent  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland,  (he  has  left  two  fur- 
viving  fons,  viz.  ift.  Hugh  Earl 
Percy,  one  of  the  members  for 
"Weftminfter,  who  is  at  prefent  a 
Lieutenant  General  in  his  Majef- 
ty's  fervice  in  America,  and  who 
fucceeds  her  Grace  in  all  her  Ba- 
ronial honours ;  and  2dly ,  Lord  Al- 
gernon Percy,  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  (hire  for  the  county  of  Nor- 
thumberland. [For  a  fketch  of  her 
Grace's  chara6ler,  pleafe  to  turn 
to  the  Chronicle,  p,  196.] 

9.  Sir  James  Porter,  formerly 
his  Britannic  M:jeily's  Ambaffador 
at  Condantinople,  and  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society,  in  Great  Marl- 
borough-Street. 

12/  The  Right  Hon.  William 
Lord  Falconer,  of  Haulkerfton,  at 
GroRingen,  in  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

15.  His  Grace  the  Hon.  and 
Moil  Rev.  Dr.  Drummond,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  Archbifhop 
of  York,  and  Lord  High  Almoner 
to  the  King.  He  was  confecrated 
a  bifliop  in  the  year  1748,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Li  He,  Biiliop  of  St. 
Afaph,  from  whence  he  was  tran- 
ilated  in  the  year  1761,  to  the  fee 
of  Salifbury,  on  the  promotion  of 
3Ur.  Thomas  to  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
^^eftcr,  and  was  foon  afterwards 
advanced  to  the  Archiepifcopal  fee 


of  York,  on  the  death  of  Archbi- 
fhop Gilbert  in  1761.  His  Grace 
preached  the  fcrmon  at  the  coro- 
nation of  their  Majeflies  in  Wefl- 
minfter-Abbey,  Sept.  22,  1761. 

ao.  The  Lady  of  Col.  St.Leger, 
at  Parkhill,  in  Yorkfhire. 

22.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Ifabella 
Percival,  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Egmont. 

Captain  James  Anftruther,  of 
the  58th  regiment  of  foot,  fon  »f 
the  late  Sir  Philip  Anftruther,  of 
Balcafkie,  in  Scotland,  Bart,  at 
Inergelly,  in  Fifefhire,  Scotland. 

The  lady  of  Sir  John  Davy, 
Bart,  of  Greedy,  in  Devonlhire. 

27.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Charlotte  Edwin. 

29.  Lady  Cornwallis,  relifl  of 
the  late  General  Cornwallis,  for- 
merly Governor  of  Gibraltar,  at 
her  feat  at  Bird-Hall,  in  Efiex. 

31.  Lately,  Mrs.  Friend,  wi- 
dow of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Friend, 
Dean  of  Canterbury,  at  Chelfea. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Berkeley,  reli£l 
of  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton. 

Mrs Whalley,  relict  of  the 

late  Dr.  Whalley,  and  mother  to 
the  lady  of  Judge  Afhurli,  at  Ox- 
ford. 

The  Hon.  Lieut.  William  Sin- 
clair, fecond  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Caithnefs,  at  New-York. 

Mrs.  Mary  Folter,  relid  of  Tho- 
mas Fofter,  Efq;  late  Member  for 
Dorchefter,  at  Egham,  in  Surry. 

Thomas  Bayntun,  Efq  ;  brother 
to  Sir  Edward  Bayntun,  Bart. 

Kcnry Vernon,  ofThurlow,  Efq; 
brother  to  Lord  Vifcount  Orwell, 
of  Orwell-Park,  near  Ipfwich. 

Mrs.  Sufanna  Dennis,  fifter  to 
Sir  Peter  Dennis,  Bart.  . 
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Summary  of  the  Trial  of  Elizabeth, 
pling  herfelf  Duchefs  of  King- 
ilon,ybr  Bigamy y  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  cf  Great-Britain,  in 
Weftminfter-Hall,  on  Monday 
the  i^tb  of  April,  and  fe'veral 
fuccetditt^i>ays^  in  the  prefent  Tear 
1776. 

THE  peers  being  aflembled 
by  eleven,  the  commilfion 
read,  and  the  ufual  formalities  ad- 
juiled,  proclamation  was  made  for 
the  appearance  of  the  Duchefs  of 
lilingilon  in  difcharge  of  her  recog- 
ni:cance.  Hpr  Grace,  accompanied 
by  the  Duke  of  NevvcafUe,  Lord 
Mounlluari,  and  James  Laroche, 
Efq  ;  entered  the  court,  and  made 
her  obeifance  to  the  judges.  The 
indictment  was  then  read,  after 
which  the  Lord  High -Steward 
Hated  the  nature  of  the  offence 
with  which  the  Indy  was  charged. 
Her  Grace  then  read  a  paper  to 
the  following  purport. 

That  fhe  was  not  confcious  of 
having  committed  any  a6l  of  a  cri- 
ipinal  nature. >  That  fhe  had  never 
intentionally  violated  the  laws  of 
her  country.  That  fhe  had  no 
fooner  been  apprized  of  the  charge 
alledged  againrt  her,  than  ihe  tra- 
velled from  Rome  to  England,  at 
the  hazard  of  her  life,  in  order  to 
appear  to  t(ie  ^ndidtment,  and  thus 


defeat  the  malice  of  her  cnemtes. 
It  was  true  fhe  had  been  married  to 
an  illuftrious  perfonage.  But,  if  ic 
was  a  crime  to  have  wedded  a  noble 
duke,  it  was  a  crime  fhe  would  al- 
ways glory  in,  as  fhe  might  date 
the  aera  of  her  happinefs,  and  of 
her  honour,  from  the  hour  of  thap 
marriage.  She  had  not  been  wed- 
ded to  the  illuflrious  perfonage, 
without  having  previoufly  taken 
every  precaution  NOT  to  violate 
the  laws  of  her  country.  The 
court,  which  alone  had  competent 
jurifdiftion  of  the  matter,  had  pro- 
nounced a  fentence,  whereby  her 
Grace  was  decreed  to  be  free  from 
all  matrimonial  engagements;  con- 
fequently  a  fingle  woman  ;  and,  if 
a  fingle  woman,  fhe  had  a  right 
to  accept  the  hand  of  the  noble 
perfonage.  Under  fuch  clrcum- 
ftances,  therefore,  fhe  had  been 
married  to  the  Duke  of  Kingllon; 
under  fuch  circumdances  fhe  was 
intitled  to  marry  him  ;  and,  if  fhe 
had  erred,  her  error  proceeding, 
not  from  any  intentional  violation 
of  the  laws,  her  confcience  bore 
teflimony  to  the  truth  of  the  affcr- 
tion,  whilll  her  lips  pronounced  her 
tobeNOTGUlLTV. 

The  council  then,  for  and  againfl 
the  profecution,  entered  into  the 
arguments  on  both  fides,  which 
took  up  two  days,  when  the  court 
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adjourned  to  Friday,  April  19,  on 
which  day,  the  council  having 
iinifhed  their  pleadings.  Lord 
Gower  moved  to  adjourn  to  their 
own  houfe,  and,  as  foon  as  their 
Lordfhips  were  feated  in  the  par- 
liament chamber.  Lord  Camden 
put  the  two  following  queftions  to 
the  judges : 

**  Whether  a  fentence  of  the 
Ecclefiallical  Court  againft  a  mar- 
riage in  a  fuit  of  jaditation  of 
marriage  is  conclufive  evidence,  fo 
9S  to  Hop  the  crown  from  proving 
the  faid  marriage  on  an  indid- 
ment  for  polygamy  ?" 

And,  **  Whether,  admitting 
fuch  fentence  to  be  conclufive  upon 
fuch  indidlment,  the  crown  may  be 
admitted  to  avoid  the  effeflof  fuch 
indidment  by  proving  the  fame  to 
have  been  obtained  by  fraud  or 
collufion  ?'* 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  De  Grey 
delivered  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 
He  informed  their  Lordlhips,  that, 
the  rell  of  his  brethren  being  una- 
nimous with  him,  it  had  of  courfe 
fallen  xb  his  lot  to  declare  to  their 
Lprdfhips  their  opinions  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  lUte  the  general 
grounds  on  which  it  was  founded. 

The  firll  queftion  he  anfwered  in 
the  negative,  becaufe  no  civil  fen- 
tence whatever  can  prevent  a  prd- 
fecution  on  an  indidment  in  which 
the  crown  is  the  profecutor.  The 
fecond  he  anfwered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, becaufe  it  was  neceifarily  in- 
cluded in  the  firft  ;  and  becaufe  no 
fradulent  ad  of  any  two  parties 
can  be  binding  or  conclufive  on  a 
third,  without  their  participation 
or  confent,  even  in  a  civil  cafe, 
much  lels  m  a  matter  in  which  the 
general  juftice  of  the  nation  and 
execution  of  the  laws  are  con- 
cerned.    This  was  the  whole  fub- 


ftance  of  what  the  Chief  Juftice  de- 
livered. 

In  about  an  hour  and  an  half 
their  Lordfhips  returned  into  court, 
when  the  Lord  -  Steward  defired 
Mr.  Attorney  General  to  proceed 
in  fupport  of  the  profecution. 

Mr.  Attorney,  after  opening  the 
cafe,  ftated  the  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence he  was  inftruded  to  lay  be- 
fore their  Lordfhips.  The  lirfl: 
witnefs  he  called  was 

Anne  Cradock.  She  faid  (he 
knew  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  for 
upwards  of  30  years ;  that,  in 
July  17^14,  fhe  and. Mrs.  Hanmer, 
aunt  to  the  prifoner,  to  whom  fhe 
was  fervant,  were  in  London  ;  that 
the  lady,  then  Mifs  Cffudleigh, 
accompanied  her  aunt  down  to 
Hampfhire,  where  Mrs.  Hanmer 
refided,  at  a  Mr.  Merril's ;  that, 
in  a  few  days,  there  being  races  at 
Winchefter,  the  lady  with  her  aunt 
went  there,  where  lie  firft  faw  Mr. 
Hervey,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy;  that  that  interview  gave 
birth  to  a  marriage,  which  took 
place  between  them  on  the  4th  of 
Auguft  the  fame  year,  in  Launce- 
fton  chapel,  in  faid  county,  at 
which  ihe  herfelf  was  prefent; 
that  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
render  it  as  private  as  poflible,  on 
account  of  the  then  fituation  of 
the  parties ;  that  Mr.  Hervey  in  a 
few  days,  during  which  time  he 
and  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  coha- 
bited as  man  and  wife,  repaired 
aboard  Admiral  Danvers's  fleet, 
then  deftined  for  the  Eaft-  Indies  ; 
that  a  Mr.  Mountnfy,  the  lady's 
aunt,  Mrs.  Hanmer,  and  Mr.  Mer- 
ril,  were  prefent  at  the  marriage  ; 
that  fhe  the  witnefs  afterwards 
came  to  live  with  the  prifoner,  and 
that  (he  told  her,llie  had  a  child 
by  Mr.  Hervey,  and  promifed  to 
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take  her  out  one  day  in  the  Prince's 
coach  to  Chelfea,  where  the  child 
was  at  nurfe,  to  (hew  him  to  her, 
obferving  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  child  was  extremely  like  Mr. 
Hervey,  the  father  ;  that  the  even- 
ing appointed  for  that  purpofe,  the 
lady  informed  the  witnefs,  that 
the  child  had  died  in  the  mean 
time,  and  was  buried  at  Chelfea. 
On  crofs  examination  (he  faid,  fhe 
never  faw  the  child  ;  that  the  mar- 
riage was  performed  late  at  night, 
ihe  could  not  tell  the  hour;  that 
the  only  light  in  the  church  was  a 
wax  taper,  placed  in  the  bowl  of 
Mr.  Mountney's  hat ;  that  Ihe  never 
faid  fhe  expeded  any  advantage 
from  the  event  of  the  trial.  Be- 
ing afked  by  Lord  Hillfborough  if 
(he  had  not  received  a  letter  from 
fome  perfon,  promifing  a  reward 
relative  to  the  evidence  which  fhe 
might  give  in  this  trial  ?  fhe  faid 
fhe  had,  from  one  Foflard,  a  ftable- 
keeper  in  Piccadilly;  and  that,  on 
receiving  this  letter,  fhe  fhewed  it 
to  a  Mr.  Harding ;  that  he  pro- 
pofed  to  communicate  the  contents 
of  it  to  Mr.  Hervey  ;  that,  after 
many  converfations  and  meffages 
between  Mr.  Hervey,  Mr.  Harding 
and  the  witnefs,  fhe  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Harding,  who  defired 
her,  as  from  Mr.  Hervey,  to  keep 
it  fafe.  That  the  letter  contained 
a  promife  of  a  finecure  place.  Ad- 
journed. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  peers 
met  again,  when  Ann  Cradock 
underwent  a  further  examination. 
The  Lords  Derby,  Hillfborough, 
Buckinghamlhire,  &c.  putting  va- 
rious quellions  to  her  refpeding  her 
prelent  fituation — her  future  de- 
pendence;— whether  fhe  was  ^  ro- 
mifed  any  fum  by  the  prolecutor, 
if  fliegave  fuch  teflimony  as  would 


convid  the  lady  at  the  bar,   &c. 

to  all  which  fhe  gave  rather 

cvafive  anfwers,  but  at  lafl  con- 
feffed  the  agency  employed  to 
ofler  her  pecuniary  terms,  if  fhe 
would  appear  againfl  the  prifoner, 

Caefar  Hawkins,  Efq  t  Serjeant 
Surgeon,  being  next  called  upon, 
begged  to  be  informed,  whether 
he  was  bound  to  difclofe  converfa- 
tion  imparted  to  him  confiden- 
tially, and  in  the  way  of  his  prOi* 
feffion. 

Lord  Mansfield.  My  Lords,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  witnefs  to  give 
every  information  in  his  power  to 
this  court,  touching  the  matter  in 
queflion. 

Caefar  Hawkins,  Efq ;  had  known 
her  Grace  for  many  years,  he  be- 
lieved 30 — Had  heard  of  a  mar* 
riage  between  her  and  Mr.  Her- 
vey, which  was  mentioned  to  him 
by  both  of  them  before  Mr.  Her- 
vey went  lafl  to  fea — that  there 
was  a  child,  as  he  believes,  of  that 
marriage — was  in  the  room,  at 
her  Grace's  defire,  when  the  boy 
was  born,  and  faw  it  once  after- 
wards before  it  died— was  fent  for 
by  Mr.  Hervey  after  his  return 
from  fea,  and  defired  by  him  to 
wait  upon  the  prifoner  with  pro- 
pofals  refpeding  a  divorce  ;  but 
that  her  Grace  refufed  to  liflen  to 
any  terms — that  feveral  meffages 
pafTed  on  this  point. — That  fbme 
time  after  her  Grace  frequently 
honoured  his  wife  with  a  vifit,  and 
told  him  one  day  at  his  own  houfe, 
that  fhe  had  inflituted  a  jaditation 
fuit  in  the  Commons  againfl  Mr. 
Hervey  ;  that,  another  time  when 
fhe  came,  fhe  was  very  grave,  and 
defired  him  to  withdraw  with  her 
into  the  next  room  ;  where  fhe 
told  him  ihe  was  very  unhappy  ; 
for  chat  at  Dodors-Commons  they 

had 


234]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776, 


had  tendered  her  an  oath,  which 
file  had  long  dreaded  they  would, 
to  fwear  ftie  was  not  married, 
which  {he  would  not  do  : — -but, 
not  long  after,  upon  another  vifit, 
told  him,  that  fiie'nad  obtained 
a  fentence,  which  was  irrevo- 
cable, unlefs  in  fo  many  days 
Mr.  Hervey  took  fome  certain 
mode,  wliich  (he  did  not  expedl  he 
would.  On  hearing  this,  the  wit- 
r.efs  a&ed  how  flie  got  over  the 
oath  ?  She  replied,  that  the  mat- 
ter of  the  marriage  was  fo  blended 
with  fuch  a  number  of  falfities, 
that  ihc  could  eafily  reconcile  it  to 
lier  confcience,  particularly  as  the 
ceremony  was  fo  fcrambling  and 
Ihabby  a  bufinefs,  that  Ihe  might 
as  fafely  fwear  Ihe  was  not  married 
as  that  (he  was.  .- 

Council.  Was  there  no  bond 
for  a  fum  or  fums  of  money  pafTed 
between  them  to  your  knowledge 

on    this   occafion  I  Not   any. 

Were  not  you  a  truftee  to  fuch 
bond  ? — Never. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  and  fe- 
veral  other  peers  put  many  quef- 
tions  to  him  relative  to  the  child — • 
whether  he  believed  it  to  be  the 
lady's  at  the  bar  ? — To  which  he 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative. — Whe- 
ther he  knew  the  child  was  really 
dead  ? — Could  not  fay  ;  was  only 
informed  fo  by  the  noble  prifoner. 

Lord  Barrington  was  next  called 
upon  and  fworn.  He  was  aiked, 
whether  he  knew  any  thing  of  a 
marriage  between  the  lady  at  the 
bar  and  Mr.  Hervey,  now  Earl  of 
Ijriftol.  He  defired  to  be  excufed 
anfwering  that  quelHon,  as  it  would 
be  betraying  private  converfation, 
which  as  a  man  of  Jionour  and  a 
gentleman,  he  could  never  con- 
ient  to. 

liOrd   MansBeld  obferved,   that 


he  was  now  before  a  court  of  cri- 
minal judicature;  that  he  was  not 
obliged  to  give  any  teftimony  but 
what  might  be  deemed  legal  evi- 
dence ;  but,  as  far  as  the  queftion 
related  to  matter  of  legal  evidence, 
he  was  obliged  to  anfwer. 

Lord  Camden,  the  Duke  of 
,Manchefter,  Lord  Radnor,  and  fe- 
veral  other  lords  contended,  that 
his  lord(hip  was  bound  to  anfwer 
at  all  events,  as  he  was  upon  his 
oath ;  therefore  his  lordlhip  was 
called  on  by  Lord  Radnor  to  an- 
fwer the  queftion,  Whether  he 
knew  any  thing  of  the  marriage  be- 
tween the  priloner  at  the  bar  and 
Mr.  Hervey  ?  But  he  again  de- 
clined to  anfwer  it. 

A  motion  of  adjournment  was 
then  made  by  Lord  Radnor,  and 
agreed  to,  and  their  Lordfhips  ac- 
cordingly adjourned  to  their  own 
houfe.  About  five,  o'clock,  their 
Lordlhips  returned,  when  the  Lord 
High  Steward  addrefied  the  wit- 
nefs  to  the  following  efFeft: 

*'  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  their  Lordihips 
that  you  (hall  anfwer  all  fuch  quef- 
tions  as  may  be  put  to  you,  refpecc- 
ing  what  you  know  relative  to  the 
marriage  between  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar  and  Mr.  Hervey.'* 

Lord  Vifcount  Barrington.  My 
Lords,  I  am  ferry  to  give  this 
houfe  a  moment's  unneccffary  trou- 
ble ;  yet  I  muft  again  repeat,  I 
have  ftiil  my  doubts,  whether  I 
can  in  honour  anfwer  any  fuch 
queftion,  as  that  now  put  to  me  by 
the  nobie  Lord  ;  however,  as  I  en- 
tertain a  lefs  opinion  of  my  own 
judgment  than  that  of  others,  I 
beg  your  Lordfliips  will  permit  me 
to  put  a  queftiT)n  to  the  learned 
counfel — Whether,  if  I  do  not 
give  an  anfwer  to  thefe  queftion s,  I 

Ihall 
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(hall  be  guilty  of  perjury  ?  [Here 
the  Solicitor-General  whifpered 
in  his  ear.] — My  Lords,  the  So- 
licitor-General has  informed  me, 
that,  by  the  oath  I  have  taken,  I 
aip  bound  to  give  evidence  ;  I  am 
therefore  under  the  direction  of 
the  Houfe;  and  beg  pardon  of  your 
Jordfhips  for  having  given  the 
court  fo  much  trouble. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  If  I  un- 
clerftand  any  thing  of  the  bufinefs 
^  this  Houfe,  no  law  qucltion 
otwithflanding  his  Lord(hip*s 
nice  confcience)  is  ever  to  be  put 
to  the  counfel  at  the  bar,  but  to 
the  Houfe,  who  only  are  to  decide 
upon  it  ;  or,  if  they  find  it  expe- 
dient, they  take  the  opinion  of  the 

judges: However,     that    being 

now  unnecefTary,  I  would  afk  the 
noble  Lord  a  queftion  or  two. — 
Here  his  Grace  and  the  Earl  of 
Radnor  afked  him  a  few  quellions  : 
his  anfwer  to  which  only  proved, 
that  he  had  heard  Mr,  Heyvey  and 
the  lady  at  the  bar  fay,  that  they 
were  married,  and  that  there  was 
a  child,  the  iffue  of  that  marriage  ; 
but  that  he  did  not  know  either, 
of  his  own  knowledge. 

The  officer  from  Doi'liors  Com- 
mons was  next  examined,  to  prove 
that  the  lady  at  the  bar  and  the 
late  Duke  of  Kingfton  were  mar- 
ried in  February  1769.  by  a  li- 
cence from  the  Archbilhop  of  Can- 
terbury. 

To  prove  the  certificate  of  the 
marriage,  a  gentleman  from  the 
Chancellor's  court,  of  the  dio- 
cefe  of  Winchefter,  was  produced 
to  prove  the  regular  entry  of 
it. 

The  court  rofe  at  feven  o'clock, 
and  adjourned  to  the  chamber  of 
parliament  ;  after  which  their 
i.ordfiiips  adjourned  to  their  own 


houfes,  till  ten  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning,  when  the  bufinefs  again 
commenced,  with  the  examination 
of  feveral  witneffes  in  behalf  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton. 

Mrs.  Pritchard  was  called  to  in- 
validate the  teftimony  of  Ann  Cra- 
dock.  She  depofed,  that  the  faid 
Ann  Cradock  had  frequently  de-. 
Glared  in  her  prefence,  that  ihe 
expeded  a  confiderable  fortune,  in 
caie  the  event  of  the  profecution 
fhould  prove  unfavourable  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton.  Mrs, 
Pritchard  further  declared,  that 
this  fame  evidence,  Cradock,  had, 
at  various  times  confcfTed,  ihe  did 
not  hear  a  fyllable  of  the  marriage 
ceremony  performed. 

The  evidence  being  finally  clofed, 
the  Duchefs  of  Kingrton  read  her 
defence  to  the  court.  Hated  thefadls 
alledged  againrt  her,  and  endea- 
voured to  invalidate  them  by  argu- 
ments of  the  ilrongeft  nature.  If 
(he  had  been  culpable,  whom  had 
fhe  to  blame  for  that  .culpability  ? 
The  crime  charged  in  the  indid- 
ment,  was  an  offence  againft  the 
law.  Care  had  been  taken  through- 
out the  wholci  of  the  procefs  in  the 
EcclefiaUical  Court,  that  no  offence 
ihould  be  committed  againfl  the 
law.  Had  ihe  not  conceived 
that  an  eccleliaftical  fentence,  in 
a  jaif^itation  caufe  like  this,  was 
equivalent  to  a  divorce,  as  to  all 
purpofes  of  a  fecond  marriage,  fhe 
never  would  have  intermarried 
with  the  D  ke  o^  Kinglton.  Her 
Grace  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  b?il  advice  on  the  fubjed.  The 
belt  -id vice  flie  could  obtain  au- 
thoriled  her  marriage.  Thus  fane 
tion^'o  in  '  c  commiiTion  of  a  deed 
coult!  that  t»e  conjlrued  into  a  crime 
which  ihe  iicc)efialtical  Court  haa 
authorifed  ?    If  fuch   was    indeed 
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the  cafe,  the  Duchefs  had  only  to 
lament,  that  fhe  had  been  guided 
by  falfe  lights,  hung  out  to  allure 
the  ignorant  into  the  paths  of  de- 
ception. 

Silence  being  proclaimed,  the 
Solicitor-General  Hated  the  feve- 
ral  fafts  in  the  order  in  which 
they  had  been  proved  ;  and, 
forbearing  to  enlarge  a  tittle 
on  the  charge,  he  left  their  Lord- 
fhips  to  fubftantiate,  by  their  ver- 
^i£l,  the  criminality  or  innocence 
of  the  deed. 

The  Lords  adjourned  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Parliament,  and,  after  their 
return  to  the  hall,  the  Lord  High 
Steward  put  to  each  Lord  the  fol- 
lowing quellion  : 

*  How  fays  your  Lordfhip  ?  Is 
the  Lady  at  the  bar  guilty  of  the 
felony  whereof  (he  Hands  indided, 
or  not  guilty  ? 

The  numbershaving  been  count- 
ed, the  Duchefs  of  Kingflon  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  informed, 
by  the  Lord  High  Steward,  that 
the  Lords  had,  by  their  fuifrages, 
pronounced  her  to  be. — GUILTY. 

The  prifoner  claimed  her  privi- 
lege of  peerage,  which  gave  rife 
to  a  laboured  fpeech  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General, wherein  he  attempt- 
ed to  prove,  that,  although  Peers 
were,  by  ftatute,  exempt  from  cor- 
poral punilhment  for  clergyable 
offences,  yet  Peereffes  had  not  the 
lead  title  to  the  fame  exemption. 

Meffrs.  Wallace  and  Mansfield 
replied. 

The  Attorney-General  defended 
his  former  pofition,  and  the  Lords 
adjourned  to  the  Chamber  of  Par- 
liament to  debate  on  the  matter. 
On  their  return,  the  prifoner  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  the  Lord 
Hi^h  Steward  announced  it  to  be 
the^'fenfeof  :he  Houfe,  'that  the 


Duchefs  fhould  be  allowed  the  pri^ 
vilege  fhe  had  claimed.*  By  cou- 
fequence,  as  a  Peerefs,  fhe  could 
endure  no  kind  of  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  and  was  difcharged  on 
thi?  condition,  that  fhe  paid  her 
fees. 

Notice  being  then  given  that  the 
Lord  High  Steward's  commifTion 
was  at  an  end,  he  rofe,  and  broke 
\}\s  white  flaff;  and  proclamation 
was  made,  ordering  every  perfon 
to  depart,  and  repair  quietly  home 
in  God's  peace  and  the  King's 
peace. 

The  counfel  for  the  profecution 
vfere,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor- 
General ;  Dr.  Harris,  Serjeant 
Walker,  Mr.  Maddock,  Mr.  Dun- 
ning, and  Mr.  Hargrave  ;  with 
Mr.  Roger  Althara,  as  Prodlor. 
For  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  the 
counfel  were.  Dr.  Calvert,  Dr. 
Wynne,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Mans- 
field, Serjeant  Davy,  Mr.  Cox, 
Mr.  Leigh,  Mr,  Buller,  and  Mr. 
Hardinge ;  with  Mr.  Bifhop,  as 
Proftor. 


y/  fiorf  Re'vienv  cf  Mr.  Garrick'.; 
Theatrical  Reign t  tuith/ome  Par- 
ticulars cf  the  former  Part  of  his 
Life,  ^c. 

MR.  Garrick  is  the  fon  of  an 
officer  of  rank  in  the  army. 
He  was  born  at  Hereford,  in  the 
year  1717.  After  receiving  a  very 
liberal  and  polite  education,  he 
engaged  in  commerce,  as  a  wine- 
merchant,  in  which  purfuit  he 
continued  for  fome  years  :  but 
not  meeting  with  the  fuccefs  he 
expedled,  he  declined  it;  when, 
being  perfuaded  by  his  friends  he 
had  uncommon  abilities  for  the 
flage,  he  appeared  the  firft  time  in 

public 
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public  at  the  theatre  in  Goodman*s 
fields,  in  the  charader  of  Richard 
III.  when  he  met  with  fuch  un- 
common applaufe,  as  convinced 
him  his  friends  had  not  flattered 
him.  This  was  in  1740,  and  he 
foon  after  quitted  that  part  of  the 
town  for  the  more  polite  circle  of 
Covent-garden,  where  he  played 
to  crowded  houfes,  and  in  every 
charader  received  additional  ap- 
plaufe. His  merits,  as  an  aftor, 
in  almoft  every  walk,  are  fo  uni- 
,  verfal,  that  it  would  be  needlefj  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  them  here. 
Ireland  as  well  as  England,  hav- 
ing borne  witnefs  of  his  excel- 
lences. Neverthelefs,  it  muft,  in 
juftice,  be  acknowledged,  in  fome 
particular  parts  he  has  had  his  ri- 
vals, if  not  his  fuperiors.  Mr. 
Barry,  in  Othello,  furpafTed  Mr. 
Garrick;  in  Romeo,  it  was  a  nice 
competition  for  many  fucceffive 
nights  ;  but  the  elegance  of  Mr. 
Barry's  iigure,  at  that  time,  feem- 
ed  to  preponderate  the  fcale  in  his 
favour.  Mr.  Pgweli's  Jaffier,  and 
his  Caftalio,  it  was  judged  by 
many  Mr.  Garricic  could  not  reach. 
Wefton  was,  perhaps,  the  bed 
Scrub  that  ever  appeared  upon  any 
ftage ;  and  his  Abel  Drugger  was 
pronounced,  by  the  dramatic  con- 
noiffeurs,  nearly  upon  a  par  with 
Rofcius's.  But  then  Mr.  Garrick's 
univerfality  rendered  himffuperior 
to  any  performer  the  writer  of  this 
article  ever  faw,  or  probably  ever 
will  fee;  and  he  can  make  no  com- 
parifons  but  from  hearfay,  between 
him  and  a  Betterton,  a  Booth,  a 
Wiiks,  Sec. 

In  the  year  1747  ^^  commenced 
joint-patentee  (with  the  late  Mr. 
Lacey)  and  chief  manager  of 
Drury-lane  Theatre.  About  the 
fame  time,  he  married  the  amiable 


and  accomplllhed  Signiora  Vic- 
letti,  who  was  pofFefTed  of  a 
very  eafy  fortune.  This  lady  had 
danced  upon  the  ftage,  but  had  re- 
tired from  it  for  fome  time,  to  be 
the  companion  of  the  Countefs  of 
Burlington,  who  made  her  this 
ample  provifion  upon  her  mar- 
riage. 

We  are  now  to  confider  Mr.  Gar- 
rick as  a  manager,  and  his  condudl 
in  this  refpeft  has  not  efcaped 
from  many  fevere  animadverlions. 
He  has  often  hit  the  tafte  of  the 
town,  but  has  fometimes  miftaken 
the  fenfe  of  the  people.  His  ill- 
timed  reprefentation  of  the  Chinefe 
Feftival,  juft  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  laft  war,  had  the  effedl  that 
nK)ft  unprejudiced  people  thought; 
the  galleries  and  pit  took  the  alarm 
at  fuch  a  number  of  foreigners  be- 
ing imported  upon  the  occafion ; 
and  though  all  national  prejudices 
fhould  be  laid  afide,  efpecially  in 
our  amufements,  yet  they  failed  not 
to  prevail  upon  this  occafion, 
greatly  to  Mr.  Garrick's  detri- 
ment. However,  it  mull  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  this  gentleman 
has  conftantly  ftudied  to  pleafe  the 
town,  fpared  no  expence  to  e{fe£i 
it,  and  has  generally  fucceeded. 
If  the  erroneous  tafte  of  the  public 
has  induced  him  to  run  into  fome 
abfurdities,  it  was  to  gratify  their 
vitiated  palates,  which  could  not 
be  pleafed  with  rational  entertain- 
ments. Had  they  been  difliked, 
they  would  have  been  damned  i 
but,  as  they  met  with  applaufe, 
this  is  the  fureft  teft  of  their  fuit- 
ing  the  genius  of  the  times. 

In  confidering  this  gentleman  as 
a  writer,  we  muft  allow  him  con- 
fiderable  merit ;  and  although 
moft  of  his  dramatic  pieces  are 
imitations  from  the  French,  he  has 

always 
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always  given  fuch  a  novel  turn  of 
wit,  humonr,  and  character,  that 
they  are  far  fuperior  to  the  home- 
fpun  manufactures  of  our  modern 
writers.  His  Leihe,  Lying  Va- 
let, Guardian,  &c,  are  undeniable 
proofs  of  this  ailertion.  His  ju- 
dicious alterations  of  many  old 
plays  have  alfo  evinced  his  taiie 
and  delicacy.  His  prologues  have 
conftantly  met  with  univerfal  ap. 
probation— but  there  is  one  poeti- 
cal piece,  which  has  been  gene- 
rally afcrjbed  to  him,  and  which  he 
has  never  denied,  that  will  do 
immortal  honour  to  his  pen  ;  this 
is  the  Ode  on  the  Death  of  the  lace 
Mr.  Pelham. 

Mr.  Garrick  may,  upon  the 
whole,  be  confidered  as  a  phaeno- 
menon  of  this  age  ;  and  in  the  col- 
lected charafter  -of  a£lor,  author, 
and  the  agreeable  companion,  we, 
probably,  **  ne'er  fhall  look  upon 
his  like  again."  Tcwn  and  Country 
Magazine,  See  our  Poetry-for  laft 
year,  p.  199. 


Heads  of  an  ASl  fajfed  on  the  2'^d  of 
May,  1776,  heing  the  laji  Day  of 
the  laji  SeJJion  of  Parliament,  for 
the  Relief  of  Infohent  Debtors, 

THIS  aft  extends  itfelf  only 
to  perfons  who  are  not  in- 
debted to  any  one  creditor  in  a 
greater  fum  than  loool.  and  who 
ihall  furrender  up,  on  oath,  all 
their  property  and  effefts,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors  in  gene- 
ral ;  after  which,  their  perfons, 
and  perfonal  effe<fls,  which  they 
may  in  future  acquire,  are  to  be 
for  ever  free  from  all  claims  or  de- 
mands, on  account  of  debts  con- 
traded  before  the  twenty-fecond 
day  of  January  lad;  but  all  future 


acquifitions  of  real  property  or  1 
money  in  the  funds,  are  fubjefted  " 
to  the  claims  of  their  feveral  crcdi-  \ 
tors.  \ 

Thofe  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  i 
this  a£l  are,  '  i 

I.  Perfons  arrefted  for  debt,  and  \ 
held  to  bail,  on  or  before  the  firlt  ^ 
day  of  January  laft,  who  fhall  fur-  i 
render  themfelves  to  prifon,  on  or  ,; 
before  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  June  \ 
next. 

II.  Perfons  who  were  arrefted  \ 
for  debt  on  or  before  the  twenty-  \ 
fecond  day  of  January  laft,  and  \ 
have  remained  ever  fince  in  the  i 
adua!  cuftody  of  the  keeper  of  one  3 
of  his  Majefty*s  prifons ;  crown  \ 
debtors  excepted.  \ 

III.  Fugitives    for    debt,    who    \ 
were  adually    beyond   fea  on  the    \ 
twcnty-iecond  day  of  January  laft,    : 
and  who  fhall  furrender  themfelves 
within  fourteen  days  next  imme-    \ 
diately  after  their  landing  in  Eng-    : 
land  to  the  keeper  of  the  King'c- 
bench,  Marfhalfea,  or   Fleet  pri-    j 
fons,  or  to  the  keeper  of  the  pri-    : 
fon  of  any   diftri£l,  in  which  they 
laft   dwelt,  for    the    fpace    of  fix    j 
months    before     they    abfconded.    I 
But  no  difcharge  can  be  granted  to    i 
fugitives  after  the  firft   day  of  Au- 
gurt,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-eight. 

IV.  CommifTion  or  Warrant  Of- 
ficers, in  his  Majefty*s  fea  or  land 
fervice,  now  upon  the  full  or  half- 
pay  lift,  who,  for  fear  of  arrefts, 
have  taken  Ihelter  in  privileged 
places,  or  who  have  been  thrown 
into  jail,  and  are  not  under  the 
defcription  of  thofe  perfons  who 
can  take  benefit  by  the  other  pro- 
vifions  of  this  aft,  are  to  be  con-  , 
fidcred  as  fugitives,  and  equally 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  ad, 
provided  they  furrender  themfelves 
on  or  before  th%  twenty-fixth  day 
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of  Jane  next,  to  the  keeper  of  any 
of  his  Majelly's  prifons,  in  the 
manner  prefcribed  for  fugitive 
debtors  returning  from  foreign 
parts. 

V.  Perfons  againft  whom  com- 
miflions  of  bankruptcy  have  been 
iflued  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  January  laft,  and 
who  are  now  in  prifon  for  debt 
only  (not  contumacy),  or  who  are 
now  fecreting  themfelves  for  fear  of 
their  creditors ;  or  perfons  who 
were  in  prifon  for  debt  on  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  January  lall, 
and  againll  whom  commiiCons  of 
bankruptcy  have  been  fince  award- 
ed, may  furomon  their  plaintiffs 
before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
court  wherein  the  procefs  iffued, 
en  which  they  are  or  may  be  de- 
tained, or  (if  fuch  Judge  live  at  a 
diftance)  before  any  Juftice  of  the 
peace ;  and,  on  the  plaintifPs  not 
appearing,  or  not  proving  that  fuch 
bankrupts  have  concealed  any  part 
of  their  ellate  or  effc6ls,  or  have 
not  duly  conformed  themfelves  to 
the  laws  now  in  force  againft  bank- 
rupts, fuch  Judge  or  Juftice  fliall 
dil'charge  them  on  their  taking  an 
oath  that  the  caufe  of  aftion  arofe 
previous  to  the  ifluing  of  the  com»- 
miifion  againft  them,  and  caufmg 
common  appearance  to  be  entered 
for  them,  where  neceflary,  in  every 
fuch  fuit. 

VI.  Bankrupts  againft  whom 
commiflions  have  been  ilTued  en  or 
before  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
January  laft,  having  fully  con- 
formed to  the  bankrupt  laws  now 
in  being,  and  not  having  been 
committed  to  prifon  for  any  aft  of 
contumacy,  &c.  may,  if  their 
creditors  perfift  in  refufing  their 
certificates  after  the  expiration  of 
twelvemonths,  apply  to  the  Lord 


Chancellor,  who,  on  the  report  of 
the  Commiilioners,  has  a  difcreti- 
onary  power  to  order  an  advertife- 
ment  to  be  inferted  in  the  Gazette 
for  the  allowance  of  the  certificates 
of  fuch  bankrupts,  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  to  the  fame  eifeft,  as  if 
they  had  been  figned  by  four-fifths 
in  number  and  value  of  their  cre- 
ditors. 

To  prevent  impofitions,  the  dif- 
ferent gaolers  are  immediately,  af- 
ter the  pailing  this  adt,  to  give  in 
to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  at 
their  firil  or  fecond  General  Quar- 
ter Sei&ons,  an  alphabetical  lift  of 
the  prifoners  who  were  confined  In, 
their  feveral  gaols  for  debt  on  the 
22d  day  of  January  laft,  or  fince  the 
date,  under  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions of  this  Aft,  with  the  time  when 
charged,  and  at  whofe  fuit.  Thefe 
lifts  to  be  fworn  to  and  fubfcribed 
in  court,  and  to  remain  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  ; 
and  three  copies  of  the  feveral  lifts 
are  to  be  fixed  ap  in  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  parts  of  the  different  pri- 
fons. And  the  gaoler  is  further  to 
make  oath,  that  the  perfons  whofe 
names  are  inferted  in  the  faid  lifts, 
have  not,  to  his  knowledge,  caufed 
themfelves  to  be  arrefted  with  a 
view  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  this 
Aft,  or  refided  out  of  the  prifon 
with  his  privity  fince  their  commit- 
ment. 

And  that  the  creditors  of  per- 
fons who  intend  to  take  the  benefit 
of  this  Aft,  may  have  proper  no- 
tice  of  their  fad  intention,  they 
are  obliged  to  publifti  three  feveral 
notices  (in  the  London  Gazette,  if 
they  are  confined  in  London,  or 
within  the  bills  of  mortality;  or, 
if  they  are  confined  in  the  coun- 
try, in  fome  newfpaper  publiflied 
near  the  place  where  they  are  fo  in 
cuftody). 
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cuftody,)  containing  their  names, 
trades,  occupations,  and  two  laft 
places  of  abode,  (if  (o  many)  of 
each  perfon,  and  mentioning  fuch 
notice  in  each  Gazette,  or  news- 
paper, to  be  the  Firfiy  Secondy  or 
*Third  notice,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  publiihing  them  ;  the  firlt  to 
be  inferted  at  lead  thirty  days,  and 
the  third  at  leaft  ten  days  before 
the  feffions,  at  which  they  propofe 
to  apply  for  their  difcharge.  For 
publiihing  each  notice,  two-pence 
only  is  to  be  paid  by  any  fuch  pri- 
ibner.  ^^nd  every  fuch  notice  is 
to  be  ligned  by  the  prifoner,  and 
counterligned  by  the  gaoler. 

And,  for  the  better  information 
of  creditors,  a  fchedule  of  every 
fuch  debtor's  eftate  is  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  gaoler  for  their  infpec- 
tion,  previous  to  the  publication  of 
the  notices,  and  fuch  delivery  i^^- 
cified  in  the  firlt  notice ;  and  if  it 
ihould  be  made  to  appear,  at  the 
faid  feffions,  that  any  prifoner 
Ihould  have  neglefted  to  deliver 
fuch  fchedule  to  the  gaoler,  he  fhall 
be  remanded  to  prifon  by  the  Juf- 
tices,  until  the  above  diredions  are 
complied  with. 

The  gaoler  is  obliged  to  atteft 
each  prifoner's  fignature  to  his 
fchedule,  and  give  the  prifoner  a 
duplicate  thereof;  and  is  alfo  to 
give  a  copy  to  any  creditor  who 
may  dcfire  it,  under  a  penalty  of 
20I. 

Prifoncrs  who  want  to  procure 
their  difcharge,  are  to  apply  by 
petition  to  any  of  the  Juftices  of 
the  peace  within  whofe  jurifdiflion 
they  are  confined,  and  deliver  in 
with  their  petitions  the  fchedules  of 
their  eftates,  to  which  they  are  to 
fwear  at  the  enfuing  firft  or  fecond 

Juarter  feffions ;    upon  which  the 
ufticc  is  to  diredl  a  warrant,  un- 


der his  hand  and  feal,  to  the  She- 
riff or  keeper  of  the  prifon,  re- 
quiring them  to  be  brought  up,  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  ten  days,  to 
the  faid  feffions,  with  the  warrants 
of  their  detainer,  and  copies  of  the 
caufes  with  which  they  are  charged ; 
which  warrants  of  the  Juftice  all 
Sheriffs  and  gaolers  are  obliged  to 
obey  ;  and  if  any  juftice  fhall  neg- 
left  to  tranfmit  the  fchedules  of 
fuch  prifoners  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  for  the  infpeftion  of  credi- 
tors, within  ten  days  after  he  fhall 
have  received  it,  he  is  to  forfeit 
ten  pounds;  one  moiety  to  go  to 
the  party  who  profecutes  for  the 
famej  and  the  other  to  the  poor  of 
the  parifti  where  the  offence  fhall 
be  committed. 

When  the  prifoners  are  brought 
up  for  their  difcharge,  they  are  to 
make  oath  of  the  time  of  their  con- 
finement, or  furrender,  and  that 
they  have  been  ever  fince  in  a£lual 
cuftody  in  the  prifon  or  liberties 
thereof,  and  without  any  fraud  or 
collufion  whatfoever;  and  that  the 
fchedules  delivered  in  by  them  re- 
fpeftively,  contain,  to  the  beft  of 
their  knowledge,  a  perfefl  account 
and  difcovery  of  their  eftates  and 
efFe6\s,  real  and  perfonal,  except 
wearing-apparel  and  bedding  for 
themfelves  and  families,  working 
tools  and  neceffary  implements,  to- 
gether with  a  fum  of  money  not 
exceeding  forty  fhillings,  and  thefe 
in  the  whole  not  exceeding  the^ 
value  of  twenty  pounds,  each. 

The  feveral  fchedules  are  to  be 
then  fubfcribed  by  themrefpeftive- 
ly  in  the  prefence  of  the  Juftices  in 
open  feffion,  and  fhall  be  lodged 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the 
examination  of  the  creditors;  and, 
to  exhibit  the  fame  to  any  creditor, 
or    his   attorney,  on    payment  of 
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©ne  (hilling,  and  give  a  copy" 
thereof  (not  on  (lamped  paper)  at 
fix-pence  a  (heet,  or  forfeit  ten 
pounds  and  treble  co(is,  one  moiety 
to  the  poor,  the  other  to  the  pro- 
fee  u  tor. 

At  the  requeft  of  a  creditor  the 
court  may  examine  the  gaoler,  or 
any  under  officer  of  a  prifon,  on 
oath,  touching  any  thing  contain- 
ed in  any  of  the  oaths  prefcribed 
by  this  A61 ;  and  if  the  oath  taken 
by  any  prifoner  in  open  court  (hall 
not  be  difproved  by  good  teftimony, 
the  court  is  to  difcharge  him,  on 
his  paying  a  fee  of  one  (hilling  to 
the  gaoler. 

Infolvents  difcharged  under  this 
Aft,  convifted  of  perjury  in  any 
©ath  therein  directed  to  be  taken, 
Ihall  be  adjudged  felons,  and 
fuffer  death  without  bene(it  of 
clergy. 

The  ellate  and  efFecls  of  pri- 
fbners  upon  their  difcharge  to  be 
veiled  in  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace, 
and  their  fucceiTors,  who  are  to 
make  over  the  fame  to  affignees  to 
be  named  by  the  court,  for  which 
they  (hall  be  paid  two  fiiillings.— . 
The  alTignees  are  impowcred  to  fue 
in  their  names  for  the  infolvent's 
cdate,  or  execute  any  truft  or 
power  for  the  prifoner,  whofe  real 
cllate  they  are  to  make  falc  of,  and 
make  a  dividend  of  the  purchafe- 
money  within  three  months,  firft 
making  up  their  accounts,  and  ve- 
rifying them  upon  oath. 

Thirty  days  notice  to  b?  given 
of  miking  a  dividend,  and  no  per- 
lons  ?4rc  to  receive  any  fiiare  until 
their  debts  are  proved  and  allowed, 
by  the  court.  The  furplus,  ifany, 
of  the  infolventjs  eklate  to  be  paid 
to  him. 

If.  there  (hould  be  any  omifiion 
in   the    infolvent's   fcKeduIc,    his 
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creditors  are  not  to  fuffer  thereby, 
and  no  fuit  in  equity  can  be  com- 
menced but  by  confent  of  the  ma- 
jority of  them  in  number  and  va- 
lue. 

No  aflignment  of  the  infolvent 
cart  afFeft  prior  mortgages;  and 
the  power  in  prifoners  of  lea(ing 
lands  are  to  be  vefted  in  the  af- 
fignees. 

Fugitives  intending  to  furren- 
der,  and  previoufly  arretted,  arc 
not  thereby  excluded  from  the  be^. 
nefit  of  this  A£l. 

But  perfons  who  have  defrauded 
their  creditors  by  taking  up  goods, 
money,  or  fecurities,  under  falfe 
pretences,  are  pofitively  excluded 
from  any  benefit,  if  the  fame  be 
proved  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 
Judices  in  fe(rion.  Thofe  alfo  are 
excepted  who  (hall  be  found  to  have 
fold  or  afligned  any  part  of  their 
property  with  intent  to  defraud 
their  creditors. 

The  difcharge  of  a  prifoner  is 
no  acquittal  to  his  partners  or  fure- 
ties. 

Gaolers  making  falfe  entries  iri 
their  prifon  books  or  liils,  to  for- 
feit 500 1.  with  treble  coils. 

Every  creditor  has  a  right  to  de- 
mand an  interview  with  his  debtor 
in  prifon,  who,  if  he  (hall  refufe  to 
tell  the  name  and  abode  of  the  per- 
fon  at  whofe  fuit  he  is  detained, 
(hall  be  excluded  the  beneiit  of 
this  Aft.   - 

Every  creditor  who  (hall  oppofe 
a  piifoner's  difcharge,  (hall  allows 
the  prifoner  3s.  6d.  or  4s.  per 
week,  in  default  of  which  for  one 
fortnight,  he  may  obtain  a  dif- 
charge. 

Perfons  owing  more  than  1000]. 
to  one  perfon,  may  obtain  the  be- 
nefit of  this  A£t,  if  they  can  pro- 
cure fuch  creditor's  confent.  Or  if 
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the  debt  was  incurred  by  being 
fureties  for  others,  and  that  it  be 
proved  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
court,  that  the  prifonejrs  had  never 
applied  any  part  of  the  money  or 
property  obtained  on  that  fecurity 
to  their  own  ufe. 

Twenty  per  cent,  is  allowed  for 
the  difcovery  of  any  part  of  an  in- 
fo! vent's  eftate,  not  fet  forth  in  the 
fchedule  delivered,  provided  fuch 
difcovery  be  made  within  twelve 
months  ;  and  perfons  convifted  of 
concealing  any  pait  of  an  infoU 
vent's  eftate,  are  to  forfeit  lool. 
with  double  the  value  of  the  ellaie 
orefteds. 

Difcharges  fraudulently  obtained 
are  declared  to  be  void  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes. 

Affignees,  with  the  confent  of  a 
majority  of  the  creditors,  may 
compound  debts,  and  fubmit  any 
difpute  relating  thereto  to  arbitra- 
tion; and  if  the  heirs  of  aflignees 
Aiould  refufe  to  ad,  others  are  to 
be  appointed,  and  a  frelh  affign- 
ment  executed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  as  if  no  former  one  had 
been  made,  Affignees  complained 
againft  for  fraud,  mifmanagement, 
or  milbehaviour,  are  to  be  fum- 
moned  before  the  Juftices  in  gena- 
ral  quarter  feffion,  who  are  fo  make 
fuch  order  thereupon  as  they  ill  all 
think  fit. 

Where  mutual  credit  has  been 
given,  the  balance  is  to  be  ftated 
and  allowed. 

Prifoners  on  pfocefs  out  of 
courts  of  confcience  are  to  have  the 
benefit  of  this  Ad;  alfo  perfons 
confined  only  for  their  fees. 

But  perfons  who  have  taken  the 
benefit  of  any  Infolvent  Aft  within 
eight  years  cannot  receive  any  be- 
nefit from  this  Aft  ;  unlefs  they 
cao  produce  a  ccrti£cate  fiigned  by 


a  proper  officer,  fetting  forth  that 
they  are  enlilled  to  ferve  in  his 
Majefty's  fca  or  land  fervicc. 

There  is  a  particular  claufe  in 
favour  of  a  lunatic  now  in  the 
King's-bench  prifon,  whofe  cafe 
does  not  come  within  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  thofe  who  are  generally  en- 
titled to  their  difcharge  under  this 
Aft. 

This  Aft  is  not  to  extend  to  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land. 


Remarkable  Addrefs  tf  the  pre/eat 
Go'vernors  and  DireSiors  of  the 
Poor  of  the  Parifb  «/"  St.  Andrew, 
Holborn,  aho've  the  Bars,  and 
Saint  George  the  Martyr,  in  the 
Cow«/j  o/"Middlefex,  united,  to  the 
Inhabitants  offaidPariJh ;  infer  ted 
tojhc'w  the  great  Advantages  likely 
to  accrue  to  both  rich  and  poor y  by 
the  former* s  placing  the  latter  itt 
able  and  honeji  Hands* 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

WE  think  it  expedient  tofub- 
mit  to  your  infpeftion  the 
under- ftated  accompt  for  the  laft 
four  years,  by  which  it  evidently 
appears,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding 
4000 1.  per  annum  during  the  time 
we  have  been  in  the  direftion,  has 
been  found  fufficient  for  the  main- 
tenance and  fupport  of  the  Poor  of 
thefe  pariftics;  inftead  of  5550K 
per  annum,  the  average  fum  raifed 
for  the  preceding  eight  years.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  Ihould  the  prc- 
fent  plan  of  management  be  con- 
tinued, that  the  Poor's  Rate  will 
be  ftill  lower. 

We  cannot  pafs  over  in  filencc 
the  extraordinary  aififtance  we  have 
received  from  two  gentlemen* 
(Mefljs,  Adkin*  and  Crifpin)  who 

by 
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by  their  unwearied  application  to 
the  bufinefs  of  thefe  parilhes,  and 
their  praflical  knowledge  thereof, 
have  been  greatly  inlirumental  in 
redeeming  us,  fo  fpeedily,  from  a 
weight  o?  taxes,  annually  increa- 
fing;  and  in  bringing  about  this 
long-wifhed-for  reformation,  fo 
honourable  to  themfelvcs  and  be- 
neficial to  us  all)  your  poor  in 
particular  are  at  leaft  as  well  fup- 
plied  with  whplefome  food,  and 
^very  other  neceflary  as  hereto- 
fore.—^The  children  are  fent  into 
the  country  in  ftridl  conformity  to 
the  ad  of  parliament,  the  tradef- 
men's  bills  are  regularly  paid 
quarterly— and  all  this  is  done  for 
1 550I.  per  annum  lefs  than  the  fum 
annually  raifed  during  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  late  diredors, 
viz.  from  the  year  1767  to  the 
year  1775  ;  notwithftanding  pro- 
vifions  and  every  other  article  is, 
on  an  average,  at  leaft  as  dear  as 
during  that  period — befides  pay- 


ing off  a  debt  contradled   to  the 
amount  of  3177I. 

By  examining  the  pari(h  books 
(which  are  daily  open  to  the  in- 
fpe<flion  of  every  houfekeeper)  it 
will  appear,  nioft  clearly,  that 
thefc  parifhes  fuftained  a  lofs  of 
upwards  of  12000I.  during  the 
time  of  the  late  diredion  ;  and  that 
the  prefent  Governors  and  Direc- 
tors have,  in  the  two  years  you 
have  intruded  them  with  the  ma- 
nagement, paid  ofF  the  above 
debt,  and  reduced  the  Poor's  Rate 
from  3s.  in  the  pound  to  is.  gd. 
For  your  further  falisfaclion  we 
are  happy  we  can  Jnform  you,  that 
there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt  but 
IS.  6d.  will  be  fufiicient  at  the  clofe 
of  the  prefent  year. 
We  are. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  Servants, 

The  Prefent  GOVERNORS  and 
DIRECTORS  of  the  POOR. 


Sfate  of  Qverfeers  Accompts  in  the  Four  folloijoing  Tears, 


Parlfh  debt  at  Lady-day  1772 
I,     ud, 
Receivea   from  La-l 

dy  day     1772    to  ?-4go3     8  5 
Lady-day  1773       J 
Fron)  Lady-day  1777  7  ,   r 

toLadv^da/i774r3^5     00 


From  LaJy-day  1774  "I  ,<, 

to  Lady-da/ 1  775^]^^^'   '°  ° 
From  Lady-day  177  5  7 
to  Lady-day  17763  ^^ 


6    2  e 


619    o  o 


C  Parifh  debt  7  ^ 

S  Pari/h  debt  7 

CParifli  debt  7  , 

1  reduced  to    J    97a     36 
5  Debt  paid  off    and  7 
\  above  50oUinhaad.  3 


Expended  7168  6  6 
Expended  4635  19  6 
Expended     3841   19  © 


Publiflied  by  order  of  the  Board  the  6th  of  Nov.  1776. 

T.  WADE,  Clerk. 
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Some  Account   of  the  public   Trials     length  of  time,  he,  with  a  fpirft 
tnade   by  David    Hartley,    Efq-y     which  mull  ever  do  him  the  great- 


\ 


Member  of  Parliament  for  King- 
flon  upon  Hull,  to  evince  the 
Efficacy  of  a  nenxj,  cheap,  and 
emjy  Method  in^jemed  by  Imn,  for 
frefer'oing  Houfes,  Ships,  ^c. 
built  ivith  the  mojl  combujlible  Ma  - 
ierialsyfrom  Fire  ;  <with  the  Pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Lord-Mayor ,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons,  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common  Council 
affemhled,  relative  thereto,  t5fc, 

FIRE,  wc  need  not  obferve,  is 
an  element  of  fo  fierce  a  na- 
ture, tliat  there  is  no  playing  with 
it,  without  the  utmoii  danger  ;  fo 
that  every  experiment  tried  by  it, 
as  an  agent,  or  upon  it,  as  a  fub- 
jeft,  may  be  ti-uly  ftiled  an  Expe- 
rimenttim  Periculo/um  ;  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  Medicine,  an  ex- 
periment not  to  be  tried  with  im- 
punity. One  would,  therefore, 
be  apt  to  imagine,  that  even  a 
fingle  trial  of  any  one  method  to 
check  its  fury,  might,  on  proving 
fuccefsful,  be  pronounced  equally 
deciiive.  But  the  greateft  men  are 
fo  far  from  being  arrogant,  that 


efl  honour,  took  as  much  pains, 
and  fpent  as  much  money,  to  ob- 
tain that  favour,  if  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  call  it  one,  as  the  gree- 
dielt  adventurer  in  the  neediefi: 
circumilances,  on  the  one  hand,  or 
the  moll  patriot  Prince,  with  the 
mod  princdy  fortune,  on  the  other, 
might  be  fuppofed  willing  to  fub- 
mit  to.  He  built  a  houfe,  three 
ftories  high,  with  two  large  rooms 
on  a  floor,  on  Wimbledon  Com- 
mon, and  tried  no  fewer  than  fix 
experiments  upon  this  houfe,  for 
the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Public  in  ge- 
neral, and  thofe  great  bodies  ia 
particular,  including  his  Majelly, 
whofe  approbation  was  rcquifite 
for  his  obtaining  an  extenfion  of 
the  term,  to  which  royal  patents 
are  limited  bylaw  ;  and  whofe  ex- 
ample befides  might  be  ferviceable 
to  induce  the  bulk  of  the  people  to 
open  their  eyes  to  their  ov/n  good. 
The  firft  of'  thefe  views,  Mr. 
Hartley  has  already,  with  no  lefs 
honour  to  the  legillature  than  to 
himfelf,  perfeftly  fucceeded  in  ; 
_         _  and  we   hope  he  will,  ere   long, 

they  feldom  do  themfelves  common     equally  fucceed  in  the  fecond.  Bu:, 
juftice  in   their  own    eftiniatron  ;     confidering  the  nature  of  our  work. 


and,  perhaps,  the  truth  of  this 
jTvaxim  never  fnone  fDrth  more 
confpicuous,  than  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hartley,  with  regard  to  this 
his  equally  grand,  ufeful,  and 
lingular  invention.  Though  con- 
vinced, in  his  own  mind,  that  he 
could  not  make  it,  either  as  bene- 
iicial  to  himfelf,  as  he  had  a  right 
to  Cxpecl,  or  as  advantageous  to 
mankind,      as     his     benevolence 


it  would  ill  become  us  to  confine 
ourfelves  to  fuch  barren  things  as 
hopes,  or  even  vows,  on  the  oc- 
cafion.'  We  think  ourfflvcs  bound 
to  contribute  all  in  our  little  power 
to  fo  defirable  an  event  ;  and, 
therefore,  as  the  efficacy  of  his  in- 
vention mull  bed:  appear  from  fome 
account  of  the  trials  already  made 
of  it,  we  fliall  proceed  to  a 
fhor't   but   faithful   defcription    of 


prompted  him  to  wifli,   unlefs  he  one  of  them,  which  may  do  for  all 

could  retain  the  fole  property  in  the  reft, 

it,  and,  of  courfe,  the  fole   ma-         Mr.   Hartley's   third    trial    was 

nacement  of  it,  for  Tome  UBufual  exhibited  with  peculiar  propriety. 
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vv€  might  indeed  fay,  degance  of 
choice,  on  the  anniverfary  day  of 
the  great  fire  of  London,  in  1666, 
before  the  Lord-Mayor  of  London, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation, 
and  the  Committee  of  City  Lands; 
the  fourth,  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, before  their  Majefties, 
their  Royal  Highnefles  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Bifhop  of  Ofna- 
brugh,  and  the  two  eldeft  Princefles, 
with  their -attendants,  and  feveral 
other  noblemen,  ladies,  and  gen- 
tlemen, who  all,  if  we  may  ufe  the 
expreffion,  (hook  hands  with  the 
iire,  as  familiarly  as  the  meaneft 
of  their  inferiors  could  beexpedled 
to  do  ;  the  fifth,  before  a  fpecial 
V  >mmittee  of  the  city  of  London, 
attended  by  their  builders,  fur- 
veyors,  and  other  proper  officers. 
Af:er  the  trial,  at  which  the  Lord- 
Mayor  aififted,  his  Lordfliip  laid 
the  foundation  Hone  of  a  pillar, 
with  the  following  infcription  : 

The  Right  Hon.  JOHN  SAW- 
BRIDGE.  Efq; 
Lord-Mayor  of  London, 
Laid  the  Foundation  Stone 
Of  this  PILLAR, 
One  Hundred  and  Ten  Years  after 
the  Fire  of  London, 
On    the    Anniversary 
Of     ' 
That  dreadful  Event; 
In  Memory 
Of 
An  Invention 
For  SECURING  BUILDINGS 
AGAINST  FIRE. 
And  foon  after,  viz.  on  the  5th 
of  November,  the  Report  of  the 
Committee   of    City   Lands,    not 
only    extremely    favourable,     we 
may  be  fare,  but  highly  honoura- 
ble, to  Mr.  Hartley,  having  been 
agreed  to  in  common-council,  the 
court  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 


the  freedom  of  the  city  fliould  be 
prefented  to  him,  in  confideration 
of  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  public  from  his  invention, 
and  for  his  refpeftfal  attention  to 
the  city  in  his  repeated  experi- 
ments, performed  before  many  of 
the  members  of  the  court  ;  the 
copy  of  the  freedom,  with  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  courtinferted  there- 
in, to  be  delivered  by  the  Cham- 
berlain to  Mr,  Hartley,  and  the 
report  and  the  refolution  to  be 
fairly  tranfcribed  and  figned  by 
Mr.  Town-Clerk,  and  by  him,  in 
like  manner,  prefented  to  Mr. 
Hartley.  Moreover,  the  court  fe-r 
rioufly  recommended  the  ufe  of 
Mr.  Hartley*s  method  in  all  the 
hottfes,  &c.  already  built,  or  which 
might  afterwards  be  built,  on  the 
extenfive  eftates  belonging  to  the 
city. 

In  returi!  for  all  thefe  no  lefs 
juft  than  flattering  marks,  of  ap- 
probation, Mr.  Hartley  wrote  the 
Chamberlain  of  London  2  letter, 
which,  as  it  muft  fully  exculpate 
us  from  the  charge  of  fulfomenefs 
in  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Hartley's  mo- 
deity  throughout  the  whoje  of  thefe 
proceedings,  we  think  it  highly 
incumbent  on  us  to  infert.  It  is 
as  follows : 

GoIden-fquarCi  March  25,  1 777. 

o  I  R, 

"  Give  me  leave,  through  your 
means,  to  return  my  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common- 
council  afiembled,  for  the  very 
dillinguifhing  marks  of  their  fa- 
vour, which  they  have  been  pleafed 
to  confer  upon  me,  in  giving  me 
admi(fion  to  the  freedom  of  8)  re- 
fpedlable  a  corporation,  with  the 
additional   honour  of  creeling   a 
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pillar  to  commemorate  the  inven- 
tion for  fecuring  buildings  from 
lire. 

<«  The  general  refpefl  which  I 
entertain  upon  all  occafions  to- 
wards the  city  of  London,  as  the 
jnoil:  important  member  of  '  the 
community,  and  the  peculiar  pro- 
priety of  offering  an  invention  to 
their  attention,  which  above  all 
fe^ms  calculated  for  thefecurity  of 
great  cities,  were  my  motives  for 
laying  this  matter  before  them. 
Their  approbation  of  my  condud, 
^nd  the  fuccefs  of  my  labours,  is 
the  higheft  fatisfaftion  to  me.  As 
they  have  been  pleafed  to  repom- 
inend  the  ufe  of  the  invention  in 
their  own  buildings,  they  may  be 
affured  that  nothing  in  my  power 
/hall  be  wanting  to  facilitate  the 
execution. 

**  It  has  coft  me  much  labour 
and  anxiety  to  bring  the  invention 
into  that  degree  of  forwardnefs  in 
which  it  is  at  prefent ;  therefore  I 
do  more  immediately  and  perfonal- 
ly  feel  the  kindnefs  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  giving  me  their  af- 
iiftance  and  countenance  in  the 
profecution  of  fo  important  an  ob- 
jeft.  As  I  know  the  public  good 
to  be  the  objedl  of  their  attention, 
it  is  a  double  fatisfaftion  to  me  to 
labour  with  jhem  in  the  common 
caufe,  and  to  contribute  my  heft 
endeavours  under  their  powerful 
and  refpeftful  patronage.  I  beg 
leave  to  afTure  them  that  the  highell 
point  of  my  ambition  wiji  at  all 
times  be,  to  merit  the  approbation 
of  my  fellow-citizen?,  and  to  ob- 
taifi  the  good  will  of  my  country. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 
D.  HARTLEY.^' 

(To  the  Chamberlair^ 
^f  the  City  cf  London,) 


But,  to  return  to  the  experi- 
ments, Mr.  Hartley's  fixth  and 
laft,  was  made  on  the  iith  of 
November,  before  feveral  of  the 
moft  refpeftable  members  of  both 
Houfes :  and  as,  befides  all  his 
trials  being  on  the  fame  plan,  we 
may  be  fure  the  laft,  fuppofing  any 
diirerence  between  them,  was  the 
fevereft,  as  calculated  to  anfwer  all 
the  cavils,  and  conquer  all  the 
objeftions  which  might  have  been 
made  to  his  former  trials,  and  ob- 
viate all  thofe,  which  he  might  be 
apprehenfive  of  with  regard  to  his 
future  ones  ;  and  fafls  being  more- 
over, on  this  occafion  particularly, 
the  beft,  if  not  the  only  folid,  ar- 
guments, we  have  fixed  on  this 
laft  trial,  as  the  propereft  for  our 
purpofe. 

On  this  memorable  day,  then, 
Mr.  Hartley,  after  carrying  his 
company,  as  ufual,  round  the 
houfe  of  trial,  in  order  to  fee  the 
marks  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  large  fires,  which,  at  former 
experiments,  had  been  lighted  in 
different  parts  of  it;  firft,  ordered 
a  fire  to  be  made  on  the  deal  floor- 
ing of  one  of  the  ground-room 
floors.  Then,  q  large  faggot  of 
(havings,  fufpended  by  iron  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  fame  room,  was 
fet  on  fire.  Thirdly,  the  ftair- 
cafe  was  fet  on  fire,  both  above 
and  below,  without  the  fire's  ex- 
tending, in  either  cafe,  beyond 
the  fpot  on  which  it  vvas  lighted, 
Laftly,  the  other  room  on  the 
ground  fl'or,  filled  almoft  to  the 
top  wiih  fdggots,  pitch,  and  other 
combuRibles,  was  fet  fire  to;  but, 
though  they  all  burnt  with  fuch 
fury,  as  tq  vcrait  forth  a  perpetual 
torrent  of  flame  and  fmoke,  and 
thereby  render  all  approach  within 
thirty  yards  of  the  windows,  on 
the  ouUlde,  abfolutely  impradica- 
•        ble. 
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heart  of  the  Great  Berkley,  who 
jn  his  equally  fenfible,  ingenious, 
and    benevolent   queries,    looked 
upon  our  houfes,  confidering  their 
materials,  as  fo  many  fire-fhips  ; 
and  our  towns  and  villages,  as  fo 
many  fleets  and  fquadrons  of  fuch 
(hips  met  together  for  the  laudable 
purpofcof mutual deftruftion.  But, 
indeed,  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  ex» 
pence  of  this  method,  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  infult  on  the  under- 
ftandings  and  feelings  of  our  rea- 
ders.    What  is  any  money  to  life, 
to  a  limb,  to  health?  and  above 
all,  to  that  fecurity  of  mind,   ia 
which  this  new  method  muft  en- 
able every  man  who  has  recourfe 
to  it,  to  live,  and   efpecially  lie 
down  to  fleep,  with  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  his  perfon  from  the  moil 
painful  of  all  deaths ;  and,  of  his 
property,  from  the  moft  abfolute 
of  all  deftruftions ;  not  to  mention 
records,  deeds,  and  other  manu- 
fcripts,  with  feveral  highly  ufeful 
and  curious  produdlions  of  nature 
and  art,  which  on  account  of  the 
uncommon    hazard  from   fire   at- 
tending them  in  every  other  mode 
of  preservation,  are  not  to  be  in- 
fured  at  any  price;  and,  as  fingle 
in  their  kinds,  not  to  be  replaced 
by  any  induftry?  We  could  fay  a 
great  deal  more  on  the  fubjcA,  but 
that  we  find,  on  looking  back  upon 
what  we  have  already  faid,    that 
our  adonifhment  at  the  grandeur, 
ufefolnefs,  and  Angularity,  of  Mr. 
Hartley's  invention,  our  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  our 
gratitude,  as  making  fome  part  of 
It,  to  Mr.   Hartley,   has   already 
hurried  usbeyond  our  ofual bounds. 
Still,  we  cannot  prevail   on  our- 
felvcs  to  Hop,  without  making  one 
remark  more;   vjz.  that  next  to 
1^1+  tb« 


ble,  the  room  adjoining  to,  and 
that  immediately  over,  this  little 
JEina.,  continued  as  cool  and  as 
acceflible,  as  if  no  fire  had  been  in 
the  houfc.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Hartley  and  his  company  fcem  to 
have  made  it  a  conftant  rule  to 
pafs,  in  thefe  very  rooms,  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  during  which 
the  fire  burned  with  the  greateft 
fury  in  the  other. 

Nor  was  it  walls,  and  floors, 
and  cielings,  alone,  which,  by 
means  of  Mr.  Hartley*s  invention, 
were  enabled  to  mock  the  rage  of 
the  otherwife  all-devouring  ele- 
ment; fixtures,  and  even  furni- 
ture, were  thereby  rendered  proof 
againrt  it,  though  found  at  the 
Jame  time  fufficient  to  prepare  iron 
for  the  anvil,  and  water  for  the 
tea-pot;  and,  of  courfe,  anfwer 
all  the  neceflary  and  ufeful  pur- 
pofes  of  life  :  particularly,  a  bed 
being  purpofely  fet  on  fire,  littlq 
more  of  it  was  con  fumed  than  what 
the  fire  had  been  immediately  ap- 
plied to, 

Aftonifhing  as  the  eifefts  of  this 
contrivance  for  fecuring  houfes, 
(hips,  and  other  buildings,  of  the 
moll  combuftible  materials,  from 
fire,  muft  appear,  the  means  per- 
haps may  be  thought  equally  fo. 
It  is  only  nailing  the  thinneft 
plates  of  iron  to  the  joifts,  &c.  and 
thefcplates  may  be  plain, orpainted 
of  any  colour.  To  crown  all,  as 
this  method  muft  be  allowed  ex- 
tremely eafy,  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  will  be 
found  equally  cheap.  We  arc  af- 
fured,  that  the  additional  expence 
of  building,  created  by  the  ufe  of 
•his  invention,  will  fcarce  exceed 
three  percent.  How  wouMfuch  an 
happy  event  have  rejoiced  the  good 
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the  arts  of  fupplying  man  with  cordingly,  we  Ihould  have  given 
food,  this  of  defending  him  againft  an  account  of  this  noble  invention, 
fire,  mud  be  ranked  among  the  .  at  the  head  of  our  article  of  Pro- 
moil  capital;  nay,  we  need  not  jefts ;  but  that  we  expeded  fome- 
fcruple  giving  it  the  fuperiority  thing  on  the  fubjeft  from  the  in- 
over  that  of  fecuring  him  from  wa-  genious  and  beneficent  Inventor's 
ter,  fince  he  can  do  infinitely  bet-  own  pen,  till,  through  the  nature 
ter  without  expofing  himfelf  to  of  our  publication,  the  opportunity 
danger  from  the  laft,  than  from  of  placing  it  there,  flipt  out  of  our 
tkfi  ^(A  of  thefe  elements.     Ac-  h^ads. 


I 
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TABLE,  exhibiting,  at  one  View,  the  Supplies- 
granted  for  the  [Service  of  the  Year  1776,  with 
the  WAYs'and  Means  of  raifing  them;    each 
Article  being  accurately  arranged  under  its  fepa- 
rate  Head,  &c.  as  ftated  by  L  o  r  d-  No  r  t  h,'^ 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  24th  of  April,' 
1776. 

SUPPLIES. 


164136  6 
26yS^   15 


ARMY.      .  £\        s.    d.  X.        f.    ^ 

20752  land  forces  with  3213  invalids  659200     2   io|- 
Plantations  and  Africa         -  -  723432   11     7!^ 

Irifh  and  Britifti  pay  for  troops  in  7     > 

America  -  -        '    -    }   4^"°  '9     4 

General  and  ftafF  officers  -         11505     7     3 

Levy  money  for  augmentation  of" 

Britifh  and  Irifh  forces  for  1776 

5  Hanoverian  battalions  of  foot  at" 
Gibraltar   and    Minorca,  from 
the  I  ft  Sept.  to  the  24th  De- 
cember, 17/5         -  - 

Dito  for  1776  -  -  ^     46838     I     9 

Charge  of  a  regiment  of  High-1 

landers,  confifting  of  two  bat-    J-   47400  12     o 

talions  -  ^  -      J 

Charge   of  augmentation   to   his  7    ^ 

Majefty»sforcestpDec.24,i775|    ^°9H  H     2 
Ditto  ex.  faving  grants  l^ft  feflions 
Chelfea  Hofpital 
Reduced  officers         ^  - 

2  troops  horfe-guards  reduced 
Penfions  to  widows 
12394  Heflians  for  1776 
4300  Brunfwickers  ditto     -      '   - 
Regiment  of  Hanau  from  March  6/ 7 

to  December  2(^,  being  294  days  f 

6  regiments  of  tbot  from  Ireland 
and    other    augmentation 
December  24.,  1776 

|jand  extras 
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7938  15 

0 
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0 

97575  12 
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0 
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0 
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5i 
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0 

245165  14 

8i 
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NAVY. 

£'      -. 

t/. 

£■ 

/. 

d 

28000  feamen,  with  6665  marines 

1456000   0 

0 

Ordinary  and  Navy 

426904  19 

6 

Building  and  repairing  fhip5 

339»5i     0 

0 

Greenwich  Hofpital 

5000    0 

0 

Towards  difcharge  of  navy  debt     • 

looocoo     0 

0 

1  ir\ 

6 

"•~y^'/'^>> 

19 

ORDNANCE. 

Ordinaries          » 

249655  18 

6 

£xtr»ojrdinarie$ 

223.71  11 

II 

472827 

10 

S 

MISCELLAiSIEOUS  SERVICES 

• 

- 

Roads  and  bridges  in  North  Britain 

-     6996    10 

2 

WeHroinfter  bridge        -            * 

20C0      0 

0 

American  forts            *•            w 

13000    0 

0 

American  furveys            ^            ^ 

1885     4 

0 

Commons'  addreffes 

740*^    0 

5 

Nova  Scotia            •          .         - 

4346  10 

5 

Georgia             •         ^           -          • 

3086    0 

0 

Eaft  Florida          *-            •          <- 

4950    0 

0 

Weft  Florida 

4063  19 

5 

3enegambi4            *            ^          «> 

6336    0 

9 

'  54070 

4 

10 

^xpenee  of  and  lofs  by  coinage 

"1 

. 

92421 

J5 

I 

Exchequer  bills  difcharged 

- 

m 

1250000 

0 

0 

DEFICIENCIES, 

Malt        .... 

189778  11 

2 

Land          «             ♦           -             - 

260221     8 

10 

3f  per  cents         -         .         ^        - 

44^)96     5 

lof 

Coinage             •           -         -         . 

7475     6 

2 

Grants  1775 

3734^  «2 

_!! 

Total  of  fupply 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means 


538920    4    9; 

-    9^97 $77  17  lof  •, 
.        56652    6    55-^ 


WAYS     and    MEANS 


9154230    4    4A    J 

^^ 


Land  45. 
Malt 


-     2000000     o     o     i^ 
750000    o    o     ] 
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Surplus  in  finking  fund,  5th  January 
Pitto,  ditto  April  c             -             •  •          • 
Growing  produce  aitt*               *.  •             - 
Gum  feneca                 ^               »  »              - 
French  prize  money         .             •  -             - 
Certain  Tavings  in  pay-office        •  •            - 
Sale  of  ceded  iflands             ,           •  -             - 
New  exchequer  bills           -          -  *             - 
Surplus  of  American  revenues          r  - 
Sundry  furplufTes  in  exchequer,  confifting  of  furplus 
of  duty  on  rice,  cambrick,  apples,  militia  mo- 
ney, &c.            .              -           -  - 


Jotal  of  Ways  ^nd  Means 
Annuities  and  lottery  at  3  per  cent. 


if. 

X. 

y. 

17869 

4 

'^f 

962571 

16 

± 

1837428 

3 

10 
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0 

0 

17000 

0 

0 

2301 1 

7 
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30000 

0 

0 
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0 

0 
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8 

z 

IH44, 

4 

3| 

7154230 

4 

"^ 

2000000 

0 

0 
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SUPPLIES  of  1775  and  1776  compared. 


"Navy             « 
Ordnance 

• 

1775 

1674059  15 

?6o8o7     6 

• 

10 
10 

Array 

Deikiencics 

Mirceilaneous 

Services   - 

1 597001 
607974 
166559 

9 

10 
19 

9i 

9 

1776, 

£^  s.    d.          £.        s. 

3227055  19  6   1552996  3 

472827  10  5   212020  3 

3462282  3  3I  18652S0  13 

538920  4  9 

54070  4  10 


J. 

7     ditto. 
6g  ditto. 


69054     5   ic^   deer. 
212489  14  411     ditto. 


When  Lord  North  had  gone 
through  the  foregoing  ftate,  he  ac- 
quainted the  Houfe,  :hat  he  (hould, 
on  a  future  day,  communicate  to 
them  a  mefTage  from  his  Majefly 
for  a  vote  of  credit ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, delivered  the  following  on 
the  2d  of  May. 

"  GEORGE  R. 

"  His  Majefty,  relying  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  afFedion  of 
his  faithful  Commons,  and  confi- 
dering,  that,  during  the  prefent 
troubles  in  North  America,  emer- 
gencies may  arife,  which  may  be  of 
tiie  utmoft  importance,  and  be  atr 
tended  with  the  moll  dangerous 
confequences,  if  proper  means 
(hould  not  be  immediately  applied 
to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is  de- 
<ifoas  that  this  Hpufe  \yill  ?nabl^ 


him  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
expences  incurred,  or  to  be  incur- 
red, on  account  of  military  (er- 
vices  for  the  year  1776,  and  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 
And  his  Majefly,  having  judged  {% 
expedient  to  ifTue  his  proclama- 
tion, in  purfuance  of  an  a£l  of  par-t 
liament,  paffed  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  for  calling  in 
the  remainder  of  the  deficient  gold 
coin,  doubts  not  but  that  his  faith, 
ful  Commons  will  enable  him  to 
make  good  the  charges  which  (hall 
be  incurred  in  this  fervice,  and 
which  cannot  at  this  time  be  af. 
certained.  G.  R.** 

And,  in  confequence  of  faid 
medage,  the  Houfe  immediately 
pa  (fed  a  vote  of  credit  for  one 
million. 

§  T  A  T  E 
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Petition  of  the  City  of  London ^  pre- 
JkiiUd^  feparatelyt  to  both  Hou/es 
of  Parliament  y  nvith  onl^  the  ne- 
ce^arj  Variation  in  th^  Title,  i^c. 
at  the  Opening  of  the  Second  Sefjion 
cf  the  Fourteenth  Parlianwit  of 
Great  Brifain.    ^ 


The  hutnble  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor^  AUermen,  and  Commons 
cf  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  ajfembled* 

Sheweth, 

THAT  thiscourthaving  taken 
into  its  moil  ferious  confi- 
deration  the  prefent  diftrefTed  fi- 
tuation  of  our  fellow-fubjefts  in 
America,  are  exceedingly  alarmed 
for  the  confequencesof  thofe  coer- 
cive meafures,  which  are  purfuing 
againft  them — meafures  that  muft 
(notwithftanding  the  great  uncer- 
tainty of  their  fuccefs)  eventually 
be  produtli^e  of  new  and  more 
burthenfome  taxes,  the  increafe  of 
an  enormous  national  debt;  and 
finally,  we  fear,  the  lofs  of  the 
mod  valuable  branch  of  our  com- 
merce, on  which  the  exillence  of 
an  infinite  nu.mber  of  induftrious 
manufai^urers  and  mechanics  en- 
tirely depe'nds. 

That  his  Majefty  having  been 
gracioufly  pleafed,  in  anfwer  to  a 
]ate  humble  and  dutiful  addrefs  and 


petrtion  to  the  throne,  praying  a 
ceflaiion  of  hollilities  with  Ame- 
rica for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
time,  and  thereby  giving  an  opr 
portumty  for  a  happy  and  lading 
reconciliation  with  his  Majelly*s 
American  colonies  to  declare,  that 
he  Jhould  abide  by  thefenfe  of  his  par - 
lia}nenty  this  courr  conceived  it  to 
be  their  indifpenfible  duty,  thus 
early  in  the  feffion,  in  the  molt 
refpedful  manner  to  apply  to  this 
Right  Hon.  Houfe,  that  it  will  be 
pleafed  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  for 
the  healing  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
difputes  between  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  colonies,  as  may  be 
fpeedy,  permanent,  and  honour- 
able. 


P  rot  eft  of  fever  al  of  the  Lords  againft 
their  Houfe^s  Addrefs^  in  anjhvcr 
to  the  King^s  Speechy  at  the  open' 
ing  of  theforefaid  SeJ/ion  of  Par^ 
liatne'nt. 

DiJJentient, 

ill.  TJECAUSE  we  cannot,  as 
J3  Englilhmen,  as  Chriflians, 
oor  as  men  of  common  humanity, 
confcnt  to  the- profecution  of  a 
cruel  civil  war,  fo  little  fupported 
by  jullice,  and  fo  very  fatal  in  its 
necefTary  confequences,  as  that 
which  is  now  waging  againil  our 
brethren 
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brethrea    and    fellow-fubjefts    in 
America.     We  have  beheJd  with 
lorrow  and  indignation,  feffion  af- 
ter   feflion,    and   notwithflanding 
repeated  warnings  of  the  danger, 
attempts    made   to   deprive   fome 
millions  of  Britilh  fabjedls  of  their 
trade,  their  hiws,  their   conftitu- 
tion,  their  mutual  intercourfe,  and 
of  the  very  food  which  God  has 
given   them  for  their  fubfillence. 
We  have  beheld  endeavours  ufed 
to  enforce  thefe  impolitic  feveri- 
tie3  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
We  have,  on  the  other  hand,  be- 
held fo  large  a  part  of  the  empire. 
Ignited  in  one  common  caufe,  really 
facrificing  with  chearfulnefs  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  and  preferring 
all  the  horrors  of  a  war  raging  in 
the  very  heart  of  their  country,  to 
ignominious  eafe.     We  have  be- 
held this  part  of  his  Majefty*s  fub- 
jefts,  thus  irritated  to  reliftance, 
and  fo  fuccefsful  in  it,  ftill  making 
profeffions  (in  which  we  think  it 
neither  wife  nor  decent  to  affed  a 
dilbelief)  of  the  utmoft  loyalty  to 
his  Majelly;   and  unwearied  with 
continued  repulfes,  repeatedly  pe- 
titioning   for   conciliation,    upon 
fuch  terms  only  as  (hall  be  confident 
with  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  the 
Motiier  Country.'    When  we  con- 
iider  thefe  things,  we  cannot  look 
upon  our  fellovv-fubjed§  in  Ame- 
rica  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
freemen  driven  to  reliftance  by  afls 
of  oppreffion  and  violence. 

2dly.  Becaufe  this  unnatural 
war,  thus  commenced  ia  oppref- 
fion, and  in  the  molt  erroneous  po- 
licy, muft,  if  perfevered  in,  be  fi- 
nally ruinous  in  its  effe.^s.  The 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  with 
America  was  great  and  increafing, 
the  profits  immcnfe,  the  advan- 
tages, as  a  ourfery  of  feamen,  and 


as  an  inexhauftible  magazine  of 
naval  ftores,  infinite  ;  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  commerce,  parti- 
cularly in  times  of  war,  when  raofl 
wanted  to  fupport  our  fleets  and 
revenues,  not  precarious,  as  all  fo- 
reign trade  muft  be,  but  depend- 
ing folely  on  ourfelves.  Thefe  va- 
luable refources,  which  enabled  us 
to  face  the  united  efforts  of  the 
Hoafe  of  Bourbon,  are  aduall/i 
loft  to  Great  Britain,  and  irre- 
trievably loft,  unlefs  redeemed  by 
immediate  and  elFedual  pacifica- 
tion. , 

3dly.  Becaufe  Great  Britain, 
deprived  of  fo  valviable  a  part  of 
its  refources,  and  not  animated, 
either  with  motives  of  felf-defence, 
or  with  thofe  profpeds  of  advan- 
tage and  glory  which  have  hitherto 
fupported  this  nation  in  all  its  fo- 
reign wars,  may  ppffibly  find  it- 
felf  unable  *9  fupply  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  civil  war,,  at  fuch  a 
vaft:  diilance,  in  a  country  fo  pe- 
culiarly circumftanced,  and  under 
the  complicated  difficulties  which 
neceffarily  attend  it.  Still  lefs 
would  we  be  able  to  preferve  by 
mere  force  that  vaft  continent,  and 
that  growing  multitude  of  refolute 
freemen  who  inhabit  it;  even  if 
that,  or  any  country  was  worth  gOr» 
verning  againft  the  inclination  of 
all  its  inhabitants.  But  we  fear, 
that  while  we  are  making  ihefe 
fruitlefs  efforts,  refufing  to  give 
credit  to  the  declarations  of  our 
fei low- fubj efts,  and  blindly  con- 
fiding in  the  infidious  profeflions  of 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun- 
try, we  are  preparing  an  eaf/  prey, 
for  thofe  who  prudently  fit  quiet, 
beholding  Britifh  forces,  which,  if 
united,  might  be  in  a  condition, 
from  their  valour,  numbers,  and 
difcipline,  to  carry  terror  into  the 
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very  heart  of  their  kingdoms*  de- 
ftroVing  each  other.  Every  event, 
whichever  way  it  turns,  is  a  vi<5lory 
to  theni.  Our  very  hofpitals  fur- 
uifh  them  with  daily  triumphs, 
the  greater  as  they  are  certain, 
without  any  rifquc  to  them  of  men 
or  money. 

4thjy.   Becaufe  we  conceive  the 
calling  in  foreign  forces  to  decide 
^omelTic  quarrels,  to  be  a  meafure 
both   difgraceful  and  dangerous  ; 
and  that  the  advice  which  Minifters 
have  dared  to  give  to  his  Majefty, 
which  they  have  avowed  and  car- 
jied  into  execution,  of  fending  to 
the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahon,    the    dominions    of    the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  a  part  of 
liis  eleAoral  troops,  without  any 
previous  confent,  recommendation 
or  authority  of  parliament,  is  un- 
conflitutional.     That  Hanoverian 
troops  fhould,  at  the  mere  pleafure 
of  the  minifters,  be  confidered  as 
a  part  of  the  Britifli  military  efta- 
blifhment,  and  take  a  rotation  of 
garrifon  duties,  through  thefe  do- 
minions, is,  in  praftice  and  pre- 
cedent, of  the  higheft  danger  to 
the   fafety    and    liberties   of  this 
kingdom,  and  tends  wholly  to  in- 
validate  the  wife  and  falutary  de- 
claration of  the  grand  fundamental 
law  of  our  glorious  deliverer  King 
William,  which  has  bound  toge- 
ther the  rights  of  the  fuhjecl,  and 
the  fucceffion  of  the  crown. 

5thly.  Becaufe  the  minifters, 
who  are  to  be  intrufted  with  the 
management  of  this  war,  have 
proved  themfelves  unequal  to  the 
talk,  and  in  every  degree  unwor- 
thy of  public  truft.  Parlinment 
has  given  them  every  afliftance 
they  afked  ;  no  unforefeen  acci- 
dents have  Itood  in  their  way;  no 
ftorms  have  difabled  or  delayed 


their  operations ;  no  foreign  powW 
hath,  as  yet*  interfered  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  thefe  advantages,  by 
their  ignorance,  negligence,   and 
Want  of  conduft,  our   arms  have 
been   difgraced  ;    upwards  of  ten 
thoufand  of  the  flower  of  our  army, 
with  an  immenfe  artillery,  under 
four  Generals  of  reputation,  and 
backed  with  a  great  naval  force^ 
have  been  miferably  blockaded  in 
one  fea-port  town ;  and  after  re* 
peated    and  obftinate    battles,    in 
which  fuch  numbers  of  our  bravell 
men  have  fallen,  the  Britifh  forces 
have  not  been  able  to  penetrate  one 
mile  into  the  country,  which  they 
werefent  tofubdue;  important  for- 
trelTes  are  feized,  the   Governors 
are  driven  from  their   provinces, 
and  it  is  doubtful,  whether  at  this 
moment  we  are  in  pofTeftion  of  a 
iingle  town  in  all  North  America, 
Whether  weconfider  its  extent,  or 
its  commerce,    England    has    loft 
half  its  empire  in  one  campaign. 
Nor  can  we  impute  the  mifcondu^ 
of  minifters  to  mere  inability,  nor 
to  their  ignorance  of  the  ftate  of 
America,  upon  which  they  attempt 
to  juftify  themfelves ;    for   while 
fome  members   of  adminiftration 
confefs  they  were  deceived  as  to 
the  ftrength  and  condition  of  the 
provinces,  v/e  have  from  others  re- 
ceived  official   information,    that 
the  infufficiency  of  the  navy  we* 
concealed    from    parliament,   and 
part  of  adminiftration,  from  a  fear 
of  not  receiving  fupport  from  its 
members.     We  cannot,  therefore, 
confent  to  an  addrefs,  which  may 
deceive  his  Majefty  and  the  Public 
into  a  belief  of  the  confidence  of 
this  Iloufe  in  the  prefent  minifters, 
who   have   difgraced    parliament, 
deceived  the  nation,  loft  the  co- 
lonies, and  involved  us  in  a  civil 

war 
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war  againft  our  cleareft  intcrefts ; 
and  upon  the  moft  unjuftifiable 
grounds,  wantonly  fpilling  the 
blood  of  thoufands  of  our  fellovv- 
fubjedls. 

TORRINGTON 

FITZWILLIAM 

ARCHER 

THANET 

CHOLMONDELEY 

KING 

PORTLAND 

STAMFORD 

PONSONBY 

ABINGDON 

MANCHESTER 

DEVONSHIRE 

CHEDWORTH 

BOYLE 

CRAVEN 

SCARBOROUGH 

EFFINGHAM 

ROCKINGHAM 

RICHMOND. 


Litter  from  Coymnodore  Sir  Henry 
Parker,  to  W.  Tryon,  Efq-,  Go- 
njernor  of  New  York,  and  by 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  the 
Mayor  of  New  York. 

Phoenix,  at  New  York,  Dec.  i8. 

S  T  R, 

BEING  ordered  by  my  in- 
ilrudlions  from  Vice-Admiral 
Graves,  Commander,  in  Chief  of 
his  Majelly's  Ihips  and  vefTels  in 
North  America,  publicly  to  fignify 
to  all  towns  acceifible  to  his  Ma- 
/efty's  fhips,  that,  in  cafe  any  vio- 
lences Ihall  hereafter  be  offered  to 
any  of  the  ofEcers  of  the  crown,  or 
other  peaceably. difpofed  fubjefts 
of  his  Majelty  ;  or  if  any  bodies  of 
men  fhall  be  raifed  and  armed  in 
the  faid  towns,  or  any  military 
il^orks  creded,  othervvife  than  by 
•rdcr  of  his  Majefty,  or  thofe 
I 


afting  under  his  authority ;  or  if 
any  attempts  ftial!  be  made  to  feize 
or  deitroy  any  public  magazines  of 
arms,  ammunition,  or  other  ftores; 
in  all  or  either  of  thofe  cafes,  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  treat  the  faid 
towns  as  in  open  rebellion  againft 
the  King, 

I  am  to  requeft  that  yo«r  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleafed  to  let  the 
above  inllrudions  be  publicly  made 
known  in  the  town  of  New- York, 
at  the  fame  time  you  will  aiTure 
them,   that  1   ihall   be   happy  in 
granting  the  town  every  protec- 
tion in  the  power  of  his  Majefty's 
ihips  under  my  command, 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient 
and  moft  humble  (tr^icctt^ 

H.  PARKER. 

Proclamation  by  General  Carletoa 
for  the  Relief  of  the  fugiti«ve  Pro — 
<uincialsf  after  they  had  betn 
dri'ven  from  before  Quebec. 

TTT-HEREAS  I  am  informed, 
VV  that  many  of  his  Majelly*s 
deluded  fubjeds,  of  the  neighbour- 
ing provinces,  labouring  under 
wounds  and  divers  diforders,  are 
difperfed  in  the  adjacent  woods 
and  parishes,  and  in  great  dangar 
of  perilhing  for  want  of  proper  af- 
fiftance ;  ail  captains  and  other 
officers  of  militia  are  hereby  com- 
manded to  make  diligent  fearch 
for  all  fuch  diftrefled  perfons,  an<J 
afford  them  all  neceiTary  relief, 
and  convey  them  to  the  General 
Hofpital,  where  proper  care  fhall 
be  taken  of  them;  all  reafonable 
expences  which  may  be  incurred  in 
complying  with  this  order  fhall  be 
repaid  by  the  Receiver- General. 

And,  left  a  confcioufnefs  of  paft 
offences  fhould  detex  fuch  mifera* 
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ble  wretches  from  receiving  that 
affirtance  which  their  diftreffed  fi- 
.tuation  may  require,  I  hereby  make 
known  to  them,  that  as  foon  as 
their  health  is  reftored,  they  fhali 
have  free  liberty  to  return  to  their 
refpe£live  provinces. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal 
of  arms,  at  the  Caftle  of  St. 
Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
this  I  oth  day  of  May,  1*776. 
GUY  CARLETON. 


Zuhjiance  of  the  Speech  viade  hy  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  CommonSy  to  his  Majejiyy 
previous  to  thaty  hy  'which  his  Ma» 
jefy,  on  the  z^d  of  May,  put  an 
End  to  the  Second  Seffion  of  the 
Fourteenth  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain. 

THE  Speakerobfervcd, '« that, 
fince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  feflion,  feveral  wife, 
falutary,  and  necefTary  laws  had 
been  enabled,  particVilarly  the  law 
for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  com- 
merce with  America,  the  law  for 
the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  man- 
ning of  his  Majefty's  navy,  and 
the  law  for  ellablifhing  a  national 
militia:  he  obferved,  that  his 
faithful  Commons,  with  equal  af- 
fiduity  and  attentien,  prrformed 
their  duty,  in  the  courfe  of  a  very- 
long  and  ffvere  feflion :  that  the 
bufinefs  of  America  engrofl»d  the 
greatefl:  part  of  their  time,  and 
that  nothing  haci  been  left  undone, 
on  their  part,  to  bring  that  matter 
to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion  : 
that  the  meafures,  necefTary  to  effect 
■fo  defirable  an  end,  had  brought 
on  a  very  heavy  expence  :  that  no- 
thing had  hce.vi  v.'anting  on  the  part 
of  his  faithful  Commons  in  order 


to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment, for  they  had  voted  the  mo't 
full  and  ample  fupplies :  that, 
convinced  of  the  juftice  and  necef- 
ilty  of  fccurin^  the  fubordinate 
dependence  of  America,  they  had 
chearfully  co-operated  in  every 
propofitlon  for  fccuring  the  duty  of 
his  Majefty*s  fubjedlsin  that  coun- 
try, and  their  obedience  to  the  le^ 
giflative  power  of  Great-Britain  i 
that  his  faithful  commons,  what- 
ever meafures  may  have  been  takea 
for  the  fecurity  of  both,  by  a  pro- 
per exertion  of  the  ftrength  of  this 
country,  did  not  wifti  for  conqueft, 
but  were  defirous  of  peace  and  con- 
ciliation. And,  on  the  whole, 
trufting  to  his  Majeily's  parental 
attention  to  the  interefts  of  every 
part  of  the  empire,  they  had  a' full 
reliance  on  his  Majefty's  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  that  the  prefent 
difpuies  with  America  would  be 
happily  terminated;  and  would  be 
eftabliftied  on  fo  firm  a  bafis,  and 
put  on  fo  permanent  a  footing,  as 
to  prevent  a  return  of  the  fame 
evil  in  times  to  come.'* 


^he  King^s  mofi  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfe s  of  Parliament y  on 
Thuriday  the  z^^d  of  May,  nvhen 
His  Majejiy  put  an  End  to  the 
forefald  Sejfion  of  Parliament, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'np*  H  E  conclufion  of  the  public 

X  bufinefs,  and  the  advanced 
feafon  of  the  year,  make  it  proper 
for  me  to  give  you  fome  recef's ; 
but  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this 
feflion  without  alluring  you,  that 
the  frelh  in.ftances  of  your  afi^'edion- 
ate  attachment  to  me,  and  of  your 
Heady  attention  and  adherence  to 
the  true  intereils  of  your  country, 

which 
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which  you  hava  (hewn  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  important  de- 
liberations, afford  me  the  highell 
iatisfaftion. 

No  alteration  has  happened  in 
the  Itate  of  foreign  aftairs  fince 
your  meeting ;  and  it  is  with  plea- 
fure  I  inform  you,  that  the  afTu- 
xances  which  I  have  received  of  the 
difpofitions  of  the  feveral  powers 
in  Europe,  promife  a  continuance 
of  the  general  tranquillity. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Hou/e  of  Commons, 
It  is  with  real  regret  and 
concern  that  I  find  myfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  aflcing  of  my  faith- 
ful Commons  any  extraordinary 
fuppliea  :  I  thank  you  for  the  rea- 
dinefs  and  difpatch  with  which 
they  have  been  granted  ;  and  they 
are  the  more  acceptable  to  me,  as 
you  have  (hewn,  in  the  manner  of 
raifing  them,  an  equal  regard  to 
the  exigencies  of  ihe  fervice,  and 
the  eafe  of  my  people :  and  you 
may  be  a(rured,  that  the  confidence 
you  repofe  in  me  (hall  be  ufed  with 
proper  frugality,  and  applied  only 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
intended. 

My  Lords  <z»d  Gentlemen , 
We  are  engaged  in  a  great  na- 
tional caufe,  the  profecution  of 
which  muft  inevitably  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties  and  much  ex- 
pence  :  but  when  we  confider,  that 
the  efTencial  rights  and  inicrelh  of 
the  whole  empire  are  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  ifTue  of  it,  and  can 
have  no  fafety  or  fecurity  but  in 
that  conftitutional  fubordi nation 
for  which  we  are  contending,  I  am 
convinced  that  you  will  not  thirjic 
any  price  too  high  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  fnch  obje£ls. 

I  will  Hill  entertain  a  hope,  that 
my    rebellious     fubje(5ts     may    be 
awakened  to  a  fenfc  of  their  errors. 
Vol,.  XIX. 


and  that,  by  a  voluntary  return  to 
their  duty,  they  will  jultify  me  in 
bringing  about  the  favourite  wifh 
of  my  heart,  the  reftoration  of  har- 
mony, and  the  re-eflablifliment  of 
order  and  happinefs  in  every  part 
of  my  dominions.  But.  if  a  due 
fubmiffion  (hould  not  be  obtained 
from  fuch  motive?  and  fuch  difpofi- 
tions on  their  part,  I  trult  that  I 
(hall  be  able,  under  the  blefTmg  of 
Providence,  to  cfFeduate  it  by  a 
full  exertion  of  the  great  force  with 
which  you  have  intruded  me. 


Circular  Letter  ^written  hy  Lord 
Howe,  to  the  Gouernors  of  tbt 
American  Pro'vinces  on  his  Ar-^ 
ri'val  on  the  Coaji  of  MafTach'u- 
fet*s  Bay,  a:d  an  enclofed  De- 
claratijnf  addreffed  to  the  Inha* 
bit  ants  ;  *with  the  Re/olutionf  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Con- 
grejs  relati've  to  both. 

The  Circular  Letter, 
Eagle,   off  the  Ccaft  of  the  Pro- 
vince    of     MafTachufet's     Bay, 
June  20,  1776. 

SIR. 

BEING  appointed  Commander 
in  chief  of  the  (hips  and  vef- 
fels  of  his  Majefty*s  fleet  employed 
in  North  America,  and  having  the 
honour  to  be  by  his  Majefty  con- 
ftituted  one  of  his  CommifTioners 
for  reftoring  peace  to  his  colonies, 
and  for  granting  pardons  to  fuch  of 
his  fubjeds  therein,  as  (hall  be 
duly  folicitous  to  benefit  by  that 
e(Fe£l  of  his  gracious  indulgence  ; 
I  take  the  earliefl  opportunity  of 
inform  you  of  my  arrival  on  the 
American  coaft,  where  mv  firft  ob^ 
jed  v/ill  be  an  early  meeting  with 
General    Howe,    whom   bis    Ivia- 

t/?]  jcfty 
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jefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  join  with 
me  io  the  faid  commiffion. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  judged 
It  expedient  to  iflue  the  inclofed 
declaration,  in  order  that  all  per- 
fons  may  have  immediate  informa- 
tion of  his  Majefty's  moll  gracious 
intentions :  and  I  defire  you  will 
be  pleafed  forthwith  tocaufethefaid 
declaration  to  be  promulgated,  in 
fuch  manner,  and  in  fuch  places 
within  the  province  of 
as  will  render  the  fame  of  the  moft 
public  notoriety, 

AfTured  of  being  favoured  with 
your  affiftance  in  every  meafure  for 
the  fpeedy  and  cffedual  reftoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  I  am  to 
requeft  you  will  communicate, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  informa- 
tion as  you  may  think  will  facili- 
tate the  attainment  of  that  import- 
ant objeft  in  the  province  over 
which  you  prefide.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  with  great  refpeft  and 
confi^deration.  Sir,  your  moft  obe- 
dient humble  fervant, 

HOWE. 

The  Declaration, 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  King's  Commifiioners 
for  reHoring  peace  to  his 
Majefty's  colonies  and  planta- 
tions in  North  America,  &c. 

WHEREAS  by  an  aft  paffed 
in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  MaiTachnfet's  Bay,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Connedlicut,  New  York, 
New  Jcrfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Ca- 
rolina, South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia, and  for  other  purpofes  therein 


mentioned,  it  is  enafted  that  "  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
any    perfon   or   perfons   appointed 
and  authorifed  by  his  Majefty,  to 
grant  a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any 
number  or  defcription  of  perfons, 
by  proclamation  in   his  Majefty'S 
name,    to  declare   any   colony  or 
province,  colonies  or  provinces,  or 
any  county,    town,    port,  diftridt, 
or  place,  in  any  colony  or  province, 
to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majefty ;" 
and    that    "  from    and    after  the 
ifTuing  of  any  fuch  proclamation, 
in  any  of  the  aforefaid  colonies  or 
provinces,    or  if  his  Majefty  Ihall 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  the 
fame    by  his   royal   proclamation, 
then,  from  and  after  the  iffuing  of 
fuch  proclamation,"  the  faid  **  aft, 
with  refpeft  to  fuch  colony  or  pro- 
vince, colonies  or  provinces,  coun- 
ty, town,   port,  diftrift,  or  place, 
fhall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  ut- 
terly void."      And    whereas    the 
King,  defirous   to   deliver  all  his 
fubjeds    from    the    calamities    of 
war,  and  other   oppreffions  which 
they  now  undergo  ;  and  to  reftore 
the  faid  colonies  to  his  proted^ion 
and  peace,  as  foon  as  the  conllitu- 
tional    authority    of    government 
therein  may  be  replaced,  hath  been 
gracioufly  pleafed,  by  letters  pa- 
tent under  the  great   feal,    dated 
the  6th  day  of  May,  in    the  fix- 
teenth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign, 
to  nominate  and  appoint  me.  Rich* 
ard  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the  king- 
dom   of    Ireland,     and    William 
Howe,  Efq;  General  of  his  forces 
in  North  America,  and  each  of  us, 
jointly    and     feverally,    to  be   his 
Majefty's  CommifTioner  and  Com- 
mifiioners for  granting  his  free  and 
general  pardons  to  all  thofe,  who 
in  the  tumult  and  diforder  of  the 
times    may    have  iieviated    from 

their 
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their  juft  allegiance,  and  who  are 
willing,  by  a  fpecdy  return  to  their 
duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour}  and  alfo  for  declar- 
ing, in  his  Majefly*s  name,  any 
colony,  province,  county,  town, 
port,  diflria,  or  place,  to  be  at  the 
peace  of  his  Majelly  ;  I  do  there- 
fore hereby  declare.  That  due 
coniideration  (hall  be  had  to  the 
meritorious  ferVices  of  all  peffons 
who  (hall  aid  and  affift  in  reftoring 
the  public  tranquillity  in  the  faid 
colonies,  or  in  any  part  or  parts 
thereof:  that  pardons  (hall  be 
granted,  dutiful  reprefentations  re- 
ceived, and  every  fuitable  encou- 
ragement giving  for  promoting  fuch 

meafures  as  fliall  be  conducive  to     ^ 

the  eflablifhment  of  legal  govern- 

ment  and  peace,  in    purfuance  of    lingular  Re/olutions  agried  to,  fomc 

his  Majefty's  moft    gracious    pur-         Time  about  the  Middle  of  the  pre^ 
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Great  Britain  has  endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that 
the  few  who  Itill  remain  fufpendcd 
by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the 
jufticeor  moderation  of  their  late 
King,  may  now  at  length  be  con- 
vinced that  the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liber- 
ties. 

Extrafl  from  the  Journals'. 
(Signed)    Cha.  Th^msoN;  Sec. 

Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe 
ifTued  a  fecond  declaration,  on  the 
19th  of  September  ;  and  a  third, 
on  the  30th  of  November  follow- 
ing, the  fubftance  of  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Chronicle* 


pofes  aforefaid 

Given  on  board  his  Majefty's 
ihip  the  Eagle,  off  the  coafts 
of  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fet*s  Bay,  the  20th  of  June, 
1776. 

HOWE. 

The  Re/olktion  of  the  Congrefs. 

In  Congrefs,  July  19. 

RESOLVEIX,  That  a  copy  of 
the  circular  letters,  and  of  the  de- 
claration they  inclofed  from  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  Lord  Dunmore,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
late  Governors,  fcnt  to  Amboy  by 
a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  General  Wafhington,  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  feveral  gazettes,  that 
the  good  people  of  thefe  United 
tstates  may  be  informed  of  what 
nature  are  the  commifTions,  and 
what  the  terms^  with  the  expefta- 
tion  of  which  the  infidious  court  of 


fent  Yeavyin  the  Council  of  Safety ^ 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  to  de- 

froy  their  Hou/es  and  Shipping, 
rather  than  let  them  fall  into  t hi 
Hands  of  their  Enemies, 

In  the  Council  of  Safett. 

For  the  fafety  of  the  Province,  and 
the  good  of  the  United  Colonies, 
it  is  unanimoufly  refolved, 

THAT  the  houfes  in  the  towa 
of  Savannah,  and  the  hantv- 
Icts  thereto  belonging,  together 
with  the  lliipping  now  in  our  port, 
the  property,  or  appertaining  to 
the  friends  of  America,  who  have 
afTociated  and  appeared,  or  who 
(hall  appear  in  the  prefent  alarm 
to  defend  the  fame,  and  alfo  the 
houfes  of  widows  and  orphans,  and 
none  others,  be  forthwith  appraifed* 

Refolvfd,  That  it  be  conftdered 
as  a  defeftion  from  the  caufc  of 
America,  aiid  a  defertion  of  pro- 
perty, in  fuch  perfons,  who  have 
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and  (hall  leave  the  town  of  Savan- 
nah,  or  the  hamlets  thereto  belong- 
ing, during  the  prefent  alarm ; 
and  fuch  perfons  (hall  be  precluded 
from  any  fupport  or  countenance 
towards  obtaining  an  indemnifica- 
tion. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  incum< 
bent  upon  the  friends  of  America 
in  this  province  to  defend  the  me- 
tropolis, as  long  as  the  fame  ihall 
be  tenable. 

Refolved,  That  rather  than  the 
fame  ftiall  be  held  and  occupied  by 
our  enemies,  or  the  (hipping  now 
in  the  port  of  Savannah  taken  and 
employed  by  them,  that  the  fame 
ihall  be  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

Refolved,  That  orders  fhall  be 
iiTued  to  the  commanding  officer, 
directing  him  to  have  the  forego- 
ing refolution  put  in  execution. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 
Ed.  Langworth,  Sec. 


The  tnvo  follonuing  Papers  feem  to 
exhibit  the  Extremes  of  Zeal  and 
Indifference  y  ixjith  njohicb  the 
Puivers  ^'Europe  regard  the  pre- 
fent parrel  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  North  American 
Colonies',  and,^  therefore  cannot 
but  be  entertaining  to  the  Reader, 

Decree  af  his  Mofi  Faithful  Majejlj 
the  King  of  Portugal,  dated  the 
^th  c/June,  1776. 

WHEREAS  we  have  lately 
been  informed,  that  the 
Britlfli  Colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica have,  by  an'afl  of  the  Con- 
grefs  held  on  the  (;tb  of  May  lall 
pail,  not  only  declared  themfelves 
entirely  ^vtc:  from  all  fubjc-dlion  to 
rhe  crown  of  Great  Britain,  but 
were  moreover  aduaU^  employed 


in  forming  and  cnafling  laws  b/ 
their  own  private  authority,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  lawful  rights  of  our 
brother,  friend,  and  ally,  the 
King  of  Great  Britain :  and 
whereas  fo  pernicious  an  example 
ought  to  engage  every  Prince,  evea 
thofe  it  interefts  the  leaft,  not  to 
abet,  favour,  or  aifift,  by  any 
means,  direftly  or  indireftly,  fuch 
fubjedts  united  in  fuch  dired  and 
open  rebellion  againft  their  natu* 
ral  fovereign :  it  is  our  pleafure, 
and  we  do  hereby  ordain,  that  no 
(hip,  with  lading  or  without, 
coming  from  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  aforefaid  Britiih  America,  (hall 
be  allowed  any  intercourfe  with 
or  entrance  into  any  of  the  ports  of 
thefe  our  kingdoms,  or  of  the  do- 
minions thereunto  belonging;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  (hall  be 
forced  away  immediately  on  their 
arrival,  without  fuccour  of  any 
kind  whatever :  and  that  as  to  the 
mailers  of  vefTels  who  have  hitherto 
been  fuffered  to  enter  (there  not 
appearing  reafon  for  their  being 
excluded)  it  (hall  be  notified  to 
them,  that  within  the  precife  term 
of  eight  days,  to  be  counted  fuc- 
ceffively,  they  (hall  quit  the  faid 
ports  with  their  veiTels,  which  ihall 
firft  be  fearched,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  if  they  have  gunpowder  on 
board,  or  any  other  of  thofe  war- 
like flores,  the  export  of  which 
was  prohibited  to  them  by  our 
Royal  Decree  of  the  2iil  of  Ofto- 
ber  laft,  direfted  to  the  officers  of 
our  aiTenal  and  exportation  duties; 
and  that  if  any  fuch  (lores  or  am- 
munition (hall  be  found  put  on 
board  by  Health,  the  faid  ve/Tels, 
as  a  capture  from  declared  rebels, 
(hall  be  confifcated  for  the  ufe  of 
carrying  on  the  public  buildings  ; 
and  fo    be    it    undcrliood    by  the 

Council 
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Council  of  our  Finances,  which 
fhall  order  printed  copies  of  this 
our  Decree  to  be  taken  off,  and 
fixed  up  in  all  the  public  places  of 
the  city  of  Lilbon,  and  in  all  the 
ports  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  of 
Algarve,  that  it  may  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  all,  and  that  no  one 
may  plead  ignorance. 

Palace  of  the  Aejuda,  fourth  of 
June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-fix. 

With  the  royal  fignaturc. 

Subjiance  of  a  Letter,  dated  at  St. 
Ildefonfo,  the  'jth  of  Oftober, 
twritten  by  the  Marquis  dc  Gri- 
maldi  to  the  Go'vemor  of  Bilboa, 
relative  to  an  American  Cor/air, 
nuhich  had  taken  five  Englilh 
Ships,  and  bad  been  detained 
thereupon  at  f aid  Port,  at  the  Re- 
quefi  of  the  Englilh  Vice  Conful; 
nviih  the  Proceedings  of  the  Go- 
vernor, in  confequence  thereof. 


T 


HAT  having  received 
advice  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  Bilboa,  refpedling  the 
detention  of  an  American  ihip, 
named  the  Hawke,  Captain  John 
Lee,  and  the  feveral  atteftations  of 
the  perfons  concerned,  which  had 
been  laid  before  his  Majefty,  he 
had  been  plcafed  to  declare,  **  That 
in  confequence  of  the  amity  fub- 
fifting  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty and  the  Kingof  Great-Britain, 
he  fhould  maintain  a  perfedl  neu- 
trality during  the  prcfent  war; 
that  he  fhould  not  give  any  aid  to 
the  Colonifts ;  but  (hould  not  deny 
their  being  admitted  into  any  ports 
of  his  dominions,  while  they  con- 
formed to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try." 

In  confequence  of  the  above  let- 
ter, the  Governor   fet   at    liberty 


the  American  vefTel,  delivered  her 
back  her  papers,  and  fupplied  her 
with  fuch  provifions,  water,  &c. 
(care  being  taken  that  no  prohi- 
bited goods  fhould  be  fent  on 
board)  as  fhould  enable  her  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  voyage. 


Reafons  ajjjgned  by  the  Continental 
Congrefsy  for  the  North  Ame- 
rican Colonies  and  Provinces 
nvithdrawing  their  Allegiance  to 
the  King  of  Great-Britain. 

In  CONGRESS,  July  4,  1776. 

^  DECLARATION  4y/>&^ 
Representatives  of  the 
UNITED  STATES  of  AUZ- 
RICA, ;«  G  E  N  E  R  A  L  Con- 
gress ajfembled, 

WHEN  in  the  courfe  of  hu- 
man events  it  becomes  ne- 
cefTary  for  one  people  to  difTolve 
the  political  bands  which  have 
connefted  them  with  another,  and 
to  afTume  among  the  powers  of  the 
earth  the  feparate  and  equal  flation 
to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  Nature's  God  intitle  them,  a 
decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of 
mankind  requires  that  they  fliould 
declare  the  caufes  which  impel 
them  to  the  reparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  fclf- 
evident — that  all  men  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  unalien- 
able rights  ;  that  among  thefe  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of 
happinefs.  That  to  fecure  thefe 
rights,  governnjents  are  inftituted 
among  men,  deriving  their  juft 
powers  from  the  confent  of  the  go- 
verned ;  and,  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  dcilruftivc 

m  3  "f 
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of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  abohfh  it,  and 
to  inllitute  a  new  government,  lay- 
ing its  foundation  on  fuch  princi- 
ples, and  organizing  its  powers  in 
fuch  form,  as  fo  them  Ihall  feem 
jnoft  likely  to  efFeft  thdr  fafety 
and  bappinefs.  Prudence  indeed 
will  didate  ihat  governments  long 
eftablifhed  Ihould  not  be  changed 
for  light  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and 
accordingly  all  experience  hath 
Ihewn,  that  mankind  are  more 
difpofed^  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are 
fufferable,  than  to  right  themfelves 
by  abolilhing  the  forms  to  which 
they  are  accuttomed  ;  but,  when  a 
long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpa- 
tions,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame 
objed,  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce 
them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it 
is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to 
throw  off  fuch  government,  and 
to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
future  fecurity.  Such  has  b^en  the 
patient  fufFerance  of  thefe  colonies, 
and  fuch  is  now  the  necelfity  which 
conllrains  them  to  aUer  their  for- 
mer fyllems  of  government.     The 

hiftory    of    the    pre  fen  t    of 

.,  is    a  hiilory  of  re- 


peated injuries  and  ufurpations ; 
all  having  in  direct  objeft  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  an  abfolute  tyranny 
over  thefe  States.  To  prove  this, 
le;  fads  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid 
world. 

He  has  refufed  his  affent  tolaws, 
the  moil  wholefome  and  ncceffary 
for  the  public  good. 

He  has  fo  bidden  his  governoss 
to  pafs  laws  of  immediate  and 
prefling  importance,  unlef»  fuf- 
pended  in  their  operation  till  his 
afient  fnould  bx  obtained;  and, 
when  fo  fufpendcd,  he  has  utierly 
|ieg;leded  to  attend  them. 

lie  has   refufed   to^  pafj  oth?r 


laws  for  the  accommodation  of 
large  diftrids  of  people,  unlefs 
thofe  people  would  relinquifh  the 
rights  of  reprefentation  in  the  le- 
giflature  ;  a  right  irieilimable  to 
them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants 
only. 

He  has  palled  together  legifla- 
tive  bodies  at  places  unufual,  un- 
comfortable, and  diilant  from  the 
depofitory  of  their  public  records, 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing 
them  into  compliance  with  his 
meafures. 

He  has  di/Tolved  Reprefentative 
Houfes  repeatedly,  for  oppofing, 
with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions 
on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time 
after  fuch  difiblution,  to  caufe 
others  to  be  ereded  ;  whereby  the 
legiflative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the 
people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ; 
the  State  remaining  in  the  mean 
time  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of 
invafion  from  without,  and  con- 
vulfions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  population  of  thefe  States ;  for 
that  purpofe  obftruding  the  laws 
for  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
refufing  to  pafs  others  to  entourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  railing 
the  conditions  of  new  appropria- 
tions of  lands. 

He  has  obftruded  the  admini- 
llration  of  juftice,  by  refufing  his 
afient  to  laws  for  eilabliftiing  ju- 
diciary powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent 
on  his  will  alone  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount 
and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  has  ereded  a  multitude  of 
new  offices,  and  fent  hither  fwarms 
of  officers  to  harraG  our  people,  and 
eat  out  their  fubfiilence. 

H^ 
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He  has  kept  among  us  in  times 
of  peace  landing  armies,  without 
the  cdnfent  of  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  aifefted  to  render  the 
military  independent  of,  and  fu- 
perior  to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to 
fubbjed  us  to  a  jurifdidlion  foreign 
to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknow- 
ledged by  our  laws,  giving  his  af- 
fent  to  their  pretended  a6ts  of  legi- 
ilation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of 
armed  troops  among  us: 

For  protefting  them,  by  a  mock 
trial,  from  puniThment  for  any 
murders  which  they  (hould  com- 
mit on  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
States :  \ 

For  -i%tting  off  our  trade  with 
all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  impofing  taxes  on  us  with- 
out our  confent  : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes, 
of  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury  : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond  Teas 
to  be  tried  for  pretended  otFences : 

For  abolifliing  ihe  free  fyiiem  of 
Englifti  laws  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  ellaLliftiing  therein  an 
arbitrary  government,  and  enlarg- 
ing its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  render 
it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  in- 
ftrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  charters, 
abolilTiing  our  molt  valuable  laws, 
and  altering  fundamentally  the 
forms  of  our  governments  : 

For  lufpending  our  o^n  legif- 
latures, and  declaring  thenifelves 
invetled  with  power  to  legiUate  for 
us  in  all  cafes  whatfocvcr. 

He  has  abdicated  government 
here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protedlion,  and  waging  war  againll 
us. 

He  has  plundered  our  feap,  ra- 


[a  6^ 

vaged  our  coafts,  burnt  our  towns, 
and  deliroyed  the  lives  of  our  peo- 
ple. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfport- 
ing large  armies  of  foreign  merce- 
naries, to  complete  the  works  of 
death,  defolation,  and  tyranny,  al- 
ready begun  with  circumilances  of 
cruelty  and  perfidy  fcarcely  pa- 
ralleled in  the  moll  barbarous  ages, 
and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of 
a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  conflrained  our  fellow- 
citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high 
feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their 
country,  to  become  the  executioners 
of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or 
to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeftic  infur- 
redlions  amongll  us,  and  has  en- 
deavoured to  bring  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers  the  mercilefs 
Indian  favages,  whofe  known  rule 
of  warfare  is  an  tindiftinguifhcd 
deftrudlion  of  all  ages,~fexes,  and 
conditions. 

In  every  llage  of  thefe  oppref- 
fions  we  have  petitioned  for  re- 
drefs,  in  the  moil  humble  terms  ; 
our  repeated  petitions  have  been 
anfvvered  only  by  repeated  injury. 
—  A  prince,  whofe  charadler  is 
thus  marked  by  every  adi  which 
may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be 
the  ruler  of  a  tree  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting 'in 
attention  to  our  Britilh  brethren. 
We  have  warned  them,  from  time 
to  lime,  of  attempts,  by  their  le- 
giflature,  to  extend  an  unwarrant- 
able jurifdidlion  cv^er  us  ;  we  have 
reminded  them  of  the  circu<nllances 
of  our  emigration  and  leitlement 
here  j  we  have  appealed  to  their 
native  juftice  and  magnanimity  ; 
and  we  have  conjured  »hem,  by  il\e 
ties  of  our  common  kindred,  lo 
difavow  tnelc  ulurpations,  which 
[-^]  4  woul4 
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w<^ld  invincibly  interrupt  our  con- 
neiJtions  and  correfpondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
juftice  and  confanguinity,  Wc 
mull  therefore  acquicfce  in  the  ne- 
ceflity  which  denounces  our  fepa- 
lation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold 
the  rell  of  mankind,  enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, in  General  Congrefs  affem- 
bled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
JUDGE  of  the  world  for  the  redti- 
tude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  thefe  Colonies,  fo- 
Icmnly  publilh  and  declare,  that 
thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of 
r  ght  ought  to  be,  FREE  and  in- 
dependent STATES,  and  that 
they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegi- 
ance to  the  Britifti  crown,  and 
that  all  political  connexion  be- 
tween them  and  the  ftate  of  Great- 
Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to- 
tally difiblved  ;  and  that,  as  free 
and  independent  States,  they  have 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude 
peacf,  contract  alliances,  eftabliih 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  ads 
and  things  which  independent 
States  may  of  right  do.  And  for 
the  fupport  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  pro- 
tection of  Divine  Providence,  we 
mutually  pledge  to  each  other  cur 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred 
honour. 

$4gned  by  order,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  Congrefs, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefident. 

Attcil,  Charles  THOMiON, 
Sccreury, 


Articlei  of  Confederation  and  perpe- 
iual  Union  letnveen  the  States  of 
New-Hamp(hire,  M^ffachufet's- 
Bay,Rhode-Ifland,  Connedicut, 
New  -  York,  Penfylvania,  the 
Counties  of  New Qailie,  Kent,  and 
Suiiex,  on  Delaware- River,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina, South-Carolina,  Georgia, 

N.  B.  Thefe  articles  of  Confeder- 
ation, after  having  been  long 
weighed  and  difcuifed,  line  by 
line,  in  the  Congrefs,  were  at 
length  rcfolved  upon,  and  figned 
by  all  the  Delegates,  the  4th  of 
Odober,  1776,  at  Philadelphia, 
fuch  as  they  are  here  fet  forth  ; 
and  in  confequence  were  imme- 
diately fent  to  the  other  States 
to  be  confirmed  by  them, 

ARTICLE     I. 

TH  E  Thirteen  States  above 
mentioned,  confederate  them- 
felves  under  the  title  of  The 
United  States  of  America. 


II, 


They  contrad,  each  in  their  owa 
name,  by  the  prefent  coniUtution, 
a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance  and 
friend ihip  for  their  common  de- 
fence, for  the  maintenance  of  their 
liberties,  and  for  their  general  and 
mutual  advantage  ;  obliging  them- 
felves  to  aflift  each  other  aguinll  all 
violence  that  may  threaten  all,  or 
any  one  of  them,  and  to  repel 
in  common  all  the  attacks  that  may 
be  levelled  againft  all  or  any  one 
of  them,  on  account  of  religion, 
fovereignty,  commerce,  or  under 
any  other  pretext  whatfoever. 

llli 


STATE    PAPERS, 


[«^S 


III. 

Each  State  referves  to  thcmfelves 
alone  the  exclufive  right  of  regu- 
lating their  internal  government, 
and  of  framing  laws  in  all  matters 
that  are  not  included  in  the  articles 
of  the  prefent  Confederation,  and 
which  cannot  any  way  prejudice 
Ue  fame. 

IV. 

No  State  in  particular  (hall  either 
fend  or  receive  embaflies,  begin 
any  negociations,  contrail  any  en- 
gagements, form  any  alliances, 
conclude  any  treaties  with  any 
king,  prince,  or  power  whatfo- 
ever,  without  the  confent  of  the 
United  States,  affembled  in  Gene- 
ral Congrefs. 

No  perfon,  inverted  with  any 
poft  whacever  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
them,^  whether  he  has  appoint- 
ments belonging  to  his  employ- 
ment, or  whe3jer  it  be  a  commiffion 
purely  confidential,  Ihall  be  al- 
lowed to  accept  any  prefents,  gra- 
tuities, emoluments,  nor  any  otiices 
or  titles  of  any  kind  whatever,  from 
any  kings,  princes,  or  foreign 
powers. 

And  the  General  Aiftmbly  of 
the  United  States,  nor  any  State 
in  particular,  Ihall  not  confer  any 
title  of  nobility. 


Two,  nor  feveral  of  the  faid 
States,  fhall  not  have  power  to 
form  alliances  or  confederations, 
ror  conclude  any  private  treaty 
among  themfelves,  without  the 
fonfent  of  the  United  States  affem- 


bled in  General  Congrefs,  and 
without  the  aim  and  duration  of 
that  private  convention  be  exactly 
fpecified  in  the  conftnc. 

VI. 

No  State  (hall  lay  on  any  im- 
pofts,  nor  eftablilh  any  duties  what* 
ever,  the  eiFeft  of  which  might  al- 
ter, diredly  or  indiredly,  the 
claufes  of  the  treaties  to  be  con- 
cluded hereafter  by  the  Affembly  of 
the  United  States  with  any  kings, 
princes,  or  power  whatfoever. 

VII. 

There  (hall  not  be  kept,  by  any 
of  the  faid  States  in  particular, 
any  veffels  or  (hips  of  war  above ' 
the  number  judged  neceffary  by 
the  Affembly  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  defence  of  that  State  and 
its  commerce  ;  and  there  (hall  not 
be  kept  on  foot  in  time  of  peace, 
by  any  of  the  faid  States,  any 
troops  above  the  number  deter- 
mined  by  the  Affembly  of  the 
United  States,  to  guard  the  ftrong 
places  or  forts  neceffary  for  the 
defence  of  that  State  ;  but  each 
State  (hall  always  keep  up  a  well- 
dilciplined  militia,  fufhciently  arm« 
ed  and  equipped,  and  (Kail  be 
careful  to  procure,  and  keep  ia 
conllant  readinefs,  in  the  public 
magazines,  a  fufiicient  number  of 
field  pieces  and  tents,  with  a  pro- 
per quantity  of  ammuAitiua  and 
implements  of  war. 

VIII. 

When  any  of  the  faid  States 
(hall  raife  troops  for  the  common 
defence,  all  the  officers  of  the  ranic 
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of  colonel,  and  under,  fliall  be 
ijppointed  by  the  legiflative  body 
of  the  State  that  fhall  have  raifed 
tke  troops,  or  in  fuch  manner  as 
that  State  ihall  have  judged  pro- 
per to  regulate  the  nominations ; 
and  when  any  vacancy  happens  in 
thefe  poiis,  they  Ihall  be  filled  up 
by  the  faid  State. 

IX. 

All  the  cxpences  of  war,  and  all 
other  difburfcments,  that  ihall  be 
snade  for  the  common  defence  or 
the  general  weal,  and  that  ihall  be 
ordered  by  the  AfTembly  of  the 
United  States,  ihall  be  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  a  common  treafury. 

That  common  treafury  ihall  be 
formed  by  the  contribution  of  each 
of  the  aforefaid  Sta.tes,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  every  age,  fex,  or  quality,  ex- 
cept the  Indians  exempt  from  taxes 
in  each  State ;  and  in  order  to  fix 
the  quota  of  the  contribution,  every 
three  years  the  inhabitants  Ihall  be 
numbered,  in  which  enumeration 
the  number  of  white  people  ihall 
be  didinguifhed;  and  that  enu- 
meration ihall  be  fent  to  the  A(- 
fembly  of  the  United  States. 

The  taxes  appropriated  to  pay 
ihis  quota,  ihall  be  laid  and  levied 
an  the  extent  of  each  State  by  the 
authority  and  orders  of  its  legifla- 
tive body,  within  the  time  iixed 
by  the  aiTembly  of  the  United 
£utes. 

'     X. 

Each  of  the  faid  States  ihall  fub- 
mit  to  the  decifions  of  the  Ailem- 
bly  of  the  United  States,  in  all 
matters  or  quellions  referved  to  that 
AiTembly  by  the  prefent  a£l  of 
Confederation. 


xr. 

No  State  ihall  engage  in  war 
without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  aiTembled  in  Congrefs,  ex- 
cept in  cafe  of  aftual  invaiion  of 
fome  enemy,  or  from  a  certain 
knowledge  of  a  refolntion  takeij 
by  fome  Indian  nation  to  attack 
them,  and  in  that  cafe  only,  in 
which  the  danger  is  too  urs^ent  to 
allow  them  time  to  confult  ther 
other  States. 

No  particular  State  fhall  give 
any  commiinon  to  veiTels,  or  other 
ihips  of  war,  nor  any  letters  of 
marque  or  reprifal,  till  after  a  de- 
claration of  war  made  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
even  in  that  cafe  they  ihall  be 
granted  only  againil  the  kingdom 
or  the  power,  or  againft  the^ 
fubjeds  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  the 
power  againft  which  war  ihall  have 
been  fo  declared ;  and  ihall  con- 
form, refpedting  thefe  objeds,  to 
the  regulations  made  by  the  Ail'em-. 
bly  of  the  United  States. 

XII. 

In  order  to  watch  over  the  ge- 
neral intereft  of  the  United  States, 
and  direct  the  general  aiFairs,  there 
ihall  be  nominated  every  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  fettled  by  the 
legillatlve  bod)'  of  each  ilate,  a 
certain  number  of  delegates,  who 
ihall  fit  at  Philadelphia  until  the 
General  AiTembly  of  the  United 
States  ihall  have  ordered  otherwife ; 
and  the  iinl  Monday  in  November 
of  each  year,  fliall  be  the  aera  fixed 
for  their  meeting. 

Each  of  the  above-mentioned 
States  ihall  prcferve  the  right  and 
power  to  recall,  at  any  time  what- 
ever of  the  year,  their   delegates, 
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cr  any  one  of  them,  and  to  fend 
others  in  the  room  ot  them  for  the 
remainder  of  ihe  year;  and  each 
of  the  faid  States  (hall  maintain 
their  delegates  during  the  time  of 
the  General  Aifem^  ly,  and  alfo 
during  the  time  they  fhall  be  mem- 
bers of  the  A^ounc  1  of  Staie^  of 
which  mention  (hall  be  made  here- 
after. 

XIII. 

Each  flate  (hall  have  a  vote  for 
the  decifion  of  queiliona  in  the 
General  Affcrmbly. 

XIV. 

The  General  Affembly  of  the 
United  States,  fliall  alone  and  cx^ 
clufively  have  the  right  and  power 
to  decide  of  peace  and  war,  except 
in  the  cafe  mentioned  in  article  XI. 
—to  ellabli(h  rules  for  judging  in 
all  cafes  the  legitimacy  ot  the  prizes 
taken  by  fea  or  land,  and  to  deter- 
piine  the  manner  in  vshich  the 
prizes  taken  by  the  land  or  fea 
forces,  in  the  lervice  of  the  Uniied 
States,  (hall  be  divided  or  em- 
ployed ; — to  grant  letters  of  marque 
or  reprifal  in  time  of  peace  ; — to 
appoint  tribunals  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  piracies,  and  all  other 
capital  crimes  committed  on  the 
high  feas  ; — to  eitablilh  tribunals 
%o  receive  appeals,  and  judge  (inally 
in  all  cafes  of  pDze^  ;— to  fend 
and  receive  ambafl'idor.  ; — to  ne- 
gociate  and  conclude  treaties  or 
alliances  ; — -to  decide  all  differences 
actually  fubfifting,  and  that  may 
arife  hereafter  between  two  or  fe- 
veralof  the  aforementioned  States, 
about  limits,  juriTdidtion,  or  any 
Other  caufe  whatfoever  ;  to  cojn 
"^noney,  and  fix  its  value  and  ftan- 
dard  j — to     fix    the    weights    and 


meafures  throughout  the  whole  ex-» 
tent  of  the  United  States ; — to  re- 
gulafe  commerce,  and  treat  of  all 
affairs  with  the  Indians  who  arc 
not  members  of  any  of  the  States  ; 
—to  elFabliA  and  regulate  th« 
polls  from  one  State  to  anc  ther,  i» 
the  whole  extent  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  receive  on  the  letters 
and  packets  fent  by  poll  the  ne- 
cefTary  tax  to  defray  the  evpence 
of  char  eftablifhmerit; — to  appoinC 
the  general  officers  of  the  land 
forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States;  to  give  commiflions  :o  the 
other  officers  of  the  faid  troops, 
who  (hall  hnve  been  appointed  by 
virtU''  of  article  Vill ; — co  appoint 
all  ihe  officers  of  marine  in  the  fer 
vice  of  the  United  States  ; — to 
frame  all  the  oraii.ances  neceffary 
for  the  government  iind  difcipline 
of  the  faid  land  and  fea  forces  ; 
and  to  direft  their  optratioBS. 

The  General  Affembly  of  the 
United  States  (hall  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  Council  of  State,  and 
fuch  committees  and  civil  officers 
as  they  (hill  jud  e  neceffary  for 
guiding  and  diipatching  the  gene- 
ral affairs,  under  their  authority, 
whilll  they  remain  fitting  ;  and 
afier  their  feparation,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Council  of  State. 
— They  (hail  chufe  for  prefident 
one  of  their  members,  and  for  fc- 
crerary  the  perfbn  whom  thev  (hall 
judge  fit  for  that  place;  and  they 
may  adjourn  at  vshat  time  of  the 
yeir,  and  to  what  place  in  the 
United  Sia«^es,they  (hall  think  pro- 
p  r.^.  '"hev  fhall  have  the  right 
and  power  to  determine  and  fix 
the  lums  neceffary  to  be  raifed,  and 
the  cilburfements  necelfary  to  be 
made  ; — to  borrow  money,  and  to 
cri'ate  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  j — to  build  and   fit 

'  out 
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out  fleets ;  to  determine  the  num- 
ber of  troops  to  be  raired  or  kept 
in  pay  ; — and  to  require  of  each  of 
the  aforefaid  States,  to  compofe  the 
army,  a  contingent  proportioned 
to  the  number  of  its  white  inha- 
bitants,  -Thefe    requiiicions   of 

the  General  AfTembly  fhall  be 
binding,  and  in  confequence  the 
legiilative  body  of  each  State  (hall 
nominate  the  particular  officers, 
levy  the  men,  arm  and  equip  them 
properly  ;  and  thefe  officers  and 
ibldiers,  thus  armed  and  equipped, 
ihail  proceed  to  the  place,  and 
within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembly. 

But  if  the  General  AfTembly. 
from  fome  particular  circumftances, 
fbould  think  proper  to  exempt  one 
or  feveral  of  the  States  from  raifing 
troops,  or  to  demand  of  them  lefs 
than  their  contingent,  and  fhould 
on  the  contrary  judge  it  convenient 
that  one  or  feveral  others  fhould 
jraife  more  than  their  contingent ; 
the  number  extraordinary  demand- 
ed (hall  be  raifed,  provided  with 
officers,  armed  and  equipped  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  contingent, 
unlefs  the  leglfladve  body  of  that, 
or  of  thofe  of  the  States  to  whom 
the  requifition  fhall  have  been 
made,  fhould  deem  it  dangerous 
for  themfelves  to  be  drained  of 
that  number  extraordinary,  and  in 
that  cafe  they  fhall  furnilh  no  more 
than  what  they  think  compatible 
with  their  fafety  ;  and  the  officers 
and  foldierp,  fo  raifed  and]equipped, 
ihali  go  to  the  place,  and  within 
the  time  fixed  by  the  General 
AfTembly. 

The  General  AfTembly  fhall 
never  engage  in  any  war,  nor 
grant  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal 
in  time  of  peace,  nor  contrad  any 
reatics  of  alliaoce  or   other  con- 


ventions, except  to  make  peace, 
nor  coin  money  or  regulate  its  va* 
lue,  nor  determine  or  fix  the  fums 
necefTary  to  be  raifed,  or  the  dif- 
burfements  necefi'ary  to  be  made 
for  the  defence  or  advantage  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  fome  of 
them,  nor  create  bills,  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  nor  difpofe  of  any  fums  of 
money,  nor  refolve  on  the  number 
of  Ihips  of  war  to  be  btiilt  or  pur- 
chafed,  or  on  the  number  of  troops 
to  be  raifed  for  land  or  fea  fervice, 
nor  appoint  a  commander  or  chief 
of  the  land  or  fea  forces,  but  by 
the  united  confent  of  nine  of  the 
States :  and  no  queftion  on  any 
point  whatfoever,  except  for  ad- 
journing from  one  day  to  another, 
fhall  be  decided  but  by  a  majority 
of  the  United  States. 

No  delegate  fhall  be  chofen  for 
more  than  three  years  out  of  fix. 

No  perfon  invefted  with  any  em- 
ployment whatever  in  the  extent  of 
the  United  States,  and  receiving, 
by  virtue  of  that  employment,  ei- 
ther by  himfelf,  or  through  the 
hands  of  any  other  for  him,  any 
Salaries,  wages,  or  emoluments 
whatever,  ihall  be  chofen  a  dele* 
gate. 

The  General  AfTembly  fhall 
publifh  every  month  a  journal  of 
their  feffions,  except  what  fhall  re- 
late to  treaties,  alliances,  or  mili- 
tary operations,  when  it  fhall  ap- 
pear to  them  that  thefe  matters 
ought  to  be  kept  fecret.  The  opi- 
nions pro  and  con  of  the  delegates 
of  each  State,  fhall  be  entered  in 
the  journals  as  often  as  any  one  of 
the  delegates  fhall  require  it  ;  and 
there  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  de- 
legates of  each  State,  on  their  de- 
mand, or  even  to  any  one  of  the 
delegates  of  each  State,  at  his  par- 
ticular 


STATE    PAPERS. 


[269 


ticular  requifition,  a  copy  of  the 
journal,  except  of  the  parts  above 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  le- 
giflacive  body  of  his  refpedive 
l»cate. 

XV. 

The  Council  of  State  (hall  be 
compofed  of  one  delegate  of  each 
of  the  States,  nominated  annually 
by  the  other  delegates  of  his  re- 
fpeftive  State ;  and  the  cafe  where 
thefe  electors  might  not  be  able  to 
agree,  that  delegate  (hall  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  General  AfTembly. 

The  Council  of  State  (hall  be 
authorifed  to  receive  and  open  all 
the  letters  addreffed  to  the  United 
States,  and  anfwer  them ;  but  (hall 
not  contraifl  any  engagements  bind- 
ing to  the  United  States. — They 
ihall  correfpond  with  the  legifla- 
tive  bodies  of  each  State,  and  with 
all  perfons  employed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  or  of 
fome  of  the  particular  legiflative 
bodies. — They  Ihall  addrels  them- 
felves  to  thefe  legiflative  bodies,  or 
to  the  officers  to  whom  each  State 
ihall  have  entrufted  the  executive 
power,  for  aid  and  affiftancc  of 
every  kind,  as  occafion  Ihall  re- 
quire.— They  (hall  give  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  generals,  and  direft 
the  military  operations  by  land  or 
by  fea;  but  without  making  any 
alterations  in  the  objeds  or  expe- 
ditions determined  by  the  General 
AfTembly,  unlefs  a  change  of  cir- 
cumftances  intervening, and  coming 
to  their  knowledge  fince  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  AfTembly,  ihould 
render  a  change  of  meafures  indif- 
penfably  neceffary.  They  fhah  be 
careful  of  the  defence  and  preferva- 
tion  of  the  fortrefTes  or  fortified 
ports. — They  fhall  procure  inform- 
ation of  (he  fituacion  and  defigns 


of  the  enemy. — They  (hall  put  in 
execution  the  meafures  and  plans 
that  fhall  have  been  refolved  by 
the  General  Aflembly,  by  virtue 
of  the  powers  with  which  they  are 
invelied  by  the  prefent  confede- 
ration.— They  fhall  draw  upon  the 
treafurers  for  the  fums,  the  dcfti- 
nation  of  which  fhall  have  beea 
fettled  by  the  General  AfTembly, 
and  for  the  payment  of  the  con- 
trails which  they  may  have  made 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  that  are 
granted  to  them. — ^^They  fhall  in- 
fpeft  and  reprove,  they  fhall  evea 
fufpend  all  officers  civil  or  military 
ading  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. — In  the  cafe  of 
death  or  fufpenfion  of  any  officer 
whofe  nomination  belongs  to  the 
General  AfTembly,  they  may  re- 
place him  by  what  perfon  they 
think  proper  until  the  next  AfTem- 
bly.— They  may  publifh  and  dif- 
perfe  authentic  accounts  of  the  mi- 
litary operations. — They  may  con- 
vene the  General  AfTembly  for  a 
nearer  term  than  that  to  which 
they  had  adjourned  when  they  fe- 
parated,  if  any  important  and  un- 
expefted  event  fhould  require  it  for 
the  welfare  or  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  fome  of  them.-— 
They  fhall  prepare  the  matters 
that  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
infpeftion  of  the  General  AfTem- 
bly, and  lay  before  them  at  the 
next  fitting  all  the  letters  or  ad- 
vices by  them  received,  and  fhall 
render  an  exa£l  account  of  all  that 
they  have  done  in  the  interim.— 4 
They  (hall  take  for  their  fecretary 
a  perfon  fit  for  that  employment, 
who  before  he  enters  on  his  func- 
tion (hall  take  an  oath  of  fecrecy 
and  fidelity. — The  prefence  of  fe- 
ven  members  of  the  Council  will 
empower  them  to  adt. — In  cafe  of 

the 
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the  death  of  one  of  their  members, 
the  Council  (hall  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  colleagues  of  the  deceafed, 
that  they  may  chufe  one  of  them- 
selves to  replace  him  in  the  Coun- 
cil until  the  holding  of  the  next 
general  meeting  ;  and  in  cafe  there 
ftiould  be  but  one  of  his  colleagues 
living,  the  fame  notice  (hall  be 
given  to  him,  that  he  may  come 
and  take  his  feat  until  the  next 
fitting. 

xvr. 

In  cafe  that  Canada  (hould  be 
willing  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
confederation,  and  come  into  all 
the  meafures  of  the  United  States, 
it  (hall  be  admitted  into  the  union, 
and  participate  in  all  its  benefits. 
But  no  other  colony  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted without  the  confent  of  nine 
of  the  States. 

The  above  articles  (hall  be  pro. 


pofed  to  the  legiflatlve  bodies  of 
all  the  United  States,  to  be 
examined  by  them  ;  and  if  they 
approve  of  them,  they  are  de- 
fired  to  authorife  their  delegates 
to  ratify  them  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly  ;  after  which  all  the  articles 
which  conlHtute  the  prefent  con- 
federation fhall  be  inviolably  ob- 
ferved  by  all  and  every  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  union  ihall 
be  eilabli(hed  for  ever. 

There  (hall  not  be  made  here- 
after any  alteration  in  thefe  articles, 
nor  in  any  of  them,  unlefs  that  the 
alteration  be  previoufly  determined 
in  the  General  A(remb!y,  and  con- 
(irmed  afterwards  by  the  legiflative 
bodies  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

Rcfolved  and  (igned  at 
Philadelphia,  in  Con- 
grefs,  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1776. 
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Pifiure  of  the  Condition  and  Manners 
of  the  People  o/'Rome,  ijohenfirji 
pillaged  by  tije  Barbarians  ;  col- 
led ed  from  different  cotemporary 
IVritersy  particu'arly  Am  mi  an  us 
Marceliinu'  y  by  the  Author  of  the 
EJfayon  Public  Happinefs^  tranjlat- 
ed  into  Engliih,  by  J.  R.ent,  Efqi 

THIS  fplendid  city  was  yet 
filled  with  riches,  when  the 
-rbarians  pillaged  it,  for  the  firil 
lime.     Several  authors  aflert,  that 
r.jany  citizens  were  in  pofl'elfion  of 
a  revenue  ot  above  four  millions  ; 
-'nd    that   fuch  as  were   worth  no 
jre  than   a  million,  or  a  million 
1  an  half,  were  placed  only  in 
■  fecond  clafs  of  citizens.     Thefe 
Joient  and  opulent  men  imagined 
tt  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure  was 
I  :e  fole  end  of  their  creation  ;  and 
were  contented  to  remain  as  idle 
Ipedators  of  the  events  of  war,  as 
ihey  were  of  the  events  of  the  Cir- 
cus;  with  this  difference  only,  that 
ill  thefe  lait  e^ents  they  feemed  to 
t-'fl    themfelves    more    interefted, 
liven  the  Emperors  had,  during  a 
ig  time,  accuUomed  them  to  this 
xurious  effeminacy.    *'  1  go  (faid 
,  Aurelius  to  them,  in   one  of  his 
edids)   to  fight  the  enemy  :    and 
I  will  take  care  that  the  Romans 


fhall  not  fuffer  the  flighted  nneali- 
nefs.  Attend  to  your  games.  Fre- 
quent your  Circus.  It  is  our  part 
to  condud  the  public  bufinefs.  But 
you  fhould  be  entirely  devored  to 
pleafure*.*'  It  is  eafy  to  conceive 
that  in  the  midll  of  fo  much  lux- 
ury and  effeminacy,  the  public 
morals  were  daily  degenferating. 
Petronius  and  Lucian  have  made 
us  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
parade  and  extravagance,  peculiar 
to  the  entertainments,  which  were 
given  in  their  timess:  but  as  Am- 
mianus  Marcellinus  hath  taken  the 
pains  to  defcribe  the  manners  of 
the  Romans,  during  a  iefs  diftant 
period,  namely,  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  the  reader  will,  probably, 
be  pleafed  if  we  prefent  him  with, 
the  whole  paffage,  as  related  in  the 
fixth  chapter  of  the  fourteenth 
book. 

**  Were  you,  on  your  arrival  at 
Rome,  to  be  introduced,  as  a  re- 
putable foreigner,  to  an  opulent, 
or  in  other  words,  a  very  oltenta- 
tious  man,  your  firil  reception 
would  be  accompanied  with  every 
mark  of  politenefs  ;  after  having 
been  overpowered  by  quellions,  to 
which  it  will  be  the  moll  frequently 
necefTary  to  anfwer,  by  relating 
feme  extravagant  ilories,  you  will 


*  Ego  etficiara  n«  fit  ali(}>ia  follicitu  lo  Romana.  Vacate  ludis,  vacate 

Circeniibiis  j     nos  pubiicse    necellltatcs    teneaiit,    vcs  occupent    voluptates. 
r'i{Voviifcus  ) 
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become  aftonifhed  to  find,  that  a 
perfon  of  fuch   diftin<flion,  fhould 
treat  a  fimple  individual  with  fo 
rcfpeflful  an  attention  ;  nay,  you 
will   even   be    ready   to   condemn 
yourfelf  for  not  having  vifited  fo 
charming  a  city,  ten  years  fooner. 
But  if,  encouraged  by  this  obliging 
welcome,  you  (hould  return  on  the 
morrow,  to  pay  your  compliments, 
2  ftranger  dropped  from  the  clouds, 
could  not  be  more  flared  at.    Who 
is  he  ?    and,   whence    comes   he  ? 
wou4d    be    circulated   in   ill-bred 
whifpers    round    the  room.      At 
length,  however,  you  will    attain 
to  the  honour  of  being  known,  and 
admitted   on  a  familiar   footing ; 
but   yet,  if,  after   three  years   of 
affiduous  attendance,  you  were  to 
abfent  yourfelf,  for  the  fame  fpace 
of  time,  you  would  not,  on  your 
return,  be  either  alked   how  you 
had  been  employed,  or  even  told 
that  the  lofs  of  your  company  was 
perceived.     This  abfurdity  is  car- 
ried  Hill  farther  ;  for,  previous  to 
the  giving  of  thofe  entertainments, 
which  are  fo  long,  and  fo  detri- 
mental to  health,  it  is  a  matter  of 
>  tedious  deliberation,  whether,  ex- 
clufivd  of  fuch  guefls,  as  are  en- 
'titled  to  invitations,  any  llrangers 
fhall  alfo  be  afked  :  and  if,  after  a 
full  hearing,  and  on  mature  reflec- 
tion, this  point  be  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  then  the  great  adepts 
in  all  the  laws  of  public  games, 
who  never  fail  to  mount  guard  at 
the  houfes  of  the  charioteers  be- 
longing to  the  Circus,  or  perfons 
the  moft  inftrufted  in   the  fcience 
and    the  tricks    of  play,   are  the 
only  ftrangers  deftined  to  be  ad- 
mitted.   As  to  the  men  of  learning, 
and  virtue,  they  are   (hunned,  as 
the  tirefome  and  ufelefs  difturbers 
of  feftive  mirth  :  nor  doth  it  once 


employ  their  thoughts  that  the  JV#. 
taenclatores,  accuflomed  to  fell  the 
favours  of  their  mailers,  take  care 
to  invite  to  the  feaft,  and  the  di- 
ftributions,  only  the  moft  obfcure 
and     inferior     individuals,     from 
whom  they  can  extort  more  money, 
than  from  the  others.     I  fliall  pafs 
/lightly  over  that  fumptuous  pro- 
fufion,  in  iheir  entertainments,  and 
particularly  thofe  voluptuous  refine- 
ments lately  introduced,  to    take 
notice  of  the  ridiculous  cavalcades, 
attending  on  our  oftentatious,  rich 
men,  who,  amufing  themfelves  with 
running   pcft,  up    and    down   the 
ftreets,  at  the  rifk  of  breaking  their 
necks  on  the    pavement;  are   fol- 
lowed by  fuch  a  numerous  train  of 
domeftics,  that,  to  borrow  the  ex- 
preflion  of  a  comic    writer,    they 
do  not  even   leave  the  fool  behind 
to  keep   houfe ;    however   abfurd 
this  diverfion  be,  the  very  matrons 
are  not  aftiamed  to  follow  it,  but 
hurry  through  t\QTy  quarter  of  the 
town,  in  open    litters.      In   thefe 
pompous    proceflions,    nothing    is 
jieglecled  ;  and  as  the  expert  gene- 
ral, who  marftials  his  army,  in  a 
proper  order  of  battle,  places  his 
heavy  infantry  in   the  front  line, 
his  light  infantry  in  the  fecond  line, 
and  his  bowmen  in  the  rear,  fo  the 
mailer  of  the  ceremonies,  bearing 
a  wand  in  his  hand,  fingles  out  all    " 
thofe  who  are  to  have  the  honour 
of  walking  before   the    triumphal 
car,    and    conftantly   obliges     the 
black  troop  of  cooks,  fcullions,  &c. 
to  fall  back  into  the  hinder  ranks. 
Thefe,  again,  arc  followed  by  the 
remaining  number  of  footmen,  and 
by  the  Comvisn/aLs :  the  proceflion 
is  then   clofed  by  the  eunuchs,   a 
deformed  multitude,  who  teach  us 
to  execrate  the  memory  of  Semira- 
mis,    that  barbarous    queen,  who 

km 
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firft  violating  the  laws  of  nature, 
filled  this  tender,  but  imprudent 
mother,   with    regret,   for    having 

I  too  early  fhewn,  in  the  generations 
which  were  fcarce  begun,  the  hope 
of  future  generations.  In  fuch  a 
frate  of  manners,  it  will  eafily  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  few  houfes,  in 
which  the  fcienccs  were  formerly 
cultivated,  are  now  only  the  recep- 
tacles of  vain  and  frivolous  plea- 
fures ;  fo  that  in  the  place  of  ora- 
tors, and  philofophers,  nothing  is 
heard  from  morning  till  night, 
except  the  found  of  flutes,  and  the 
airs  of  the  muficians.  As  to  the 
libraries,  they  are  more  (hut  up  and 
more  abandoned  than  the  fepul- 
chres :  dances,  accompanied  by 
wind  inrtruments.arefubtUtuted  in 
their  room  ;  nay,  to  fo  fhameful 
a  length  have  thefe  indignities 
been  carried,  that  when  the  famine 
had  rendered  it  ncceffary  to  fend 
all  foreigpers  out  of  the  city,  the 
law  was  rigoroufly  put  in  execution 
againll  every  one  of  thofe  ufeful 
men,  who  were  the  inllrudlors  in 
liberal  arts  ;  whilft  mimics,  ftage- 
players,  and  even  three  thoufand 
female  dancers,  with  their  whole 
band  of  muficians  and  fingers,  were 
fuffered  to  remain  within  the  capi- 
tal. Wherefoever  you  turn  your 
eyes,  you  will  alfo  perceive  the  wo- 
men painted,  and  ridiculoully 
drefied  ;  thefe  tire  you  more  by 
their  continual  dancing,  than  they 
fatigue  thentfelves ;  and  thefe,  had 
they  been  niarricd  to  honeil  men, 
might  have  fupplied  the  ftate  with 
an  ufeful  army  of  citizens.  Rome 
was  once  a  fure  afylum  to  every  in- 
dividual, who  introduced  the  arts 
and  induilry;  but  now,  a  foolifli 
and  unaccountable  vanity  cftcems 
every  thing  vile  and  abjeft,  which 
corner  from  beyond  the  Pomxrium. 
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I  muft,  however,  except  the  un- 
married men,  and  fuch  as  have  no 
heirs.  Thefe  are  loaden  with  re- 
fpedt  and  complaifance  ;  although 
another  ffelfifti  refinement  makes 
us  avoid  even  the  tendered  duties 
of  humanity;  for  the  mott  terrible 
difeafes,  raging  within  this  capital 
of  the  world,  have  occafioned  a 
ftrift  prohibition  of  the  lea'l  com- 
munication with  thofe  unhappy 
Wretches,  who  are  infecled  with 
them  :  and  it  is  now  cuftofhary, 
not  only  to  think  it  fufficient,  if 
fome  domeftics  be  fent  to  thefe  per- 
fons,  to  enquire  of  them  any  par- 
ticular news,  but  to  oblige  the  mef- 
fenger  to  go  through  long  ablu- 
tions before  he  can  be  admitted  to 
deliver  the  anfwer.  How  delicate 
thefe  men  are  1  and  yet,  if  you  in- 
vite them  to  a  feaft,  or  offer  them 
money,  they  will  run  for  you,  even 
to  Spoletum.  i^uch  are  the  man-; 
ners  of  the  nobility  :  as  to  the 
common  people,  they  generally 
fpend  the  night  in  drinking  houfes. 
Or  even  in  the  theatres,  under  thoft 
booths,  the  invention  of  which  wt 
owe  to  Cat ull  us,  who  firil  introduced 
at  Rome  thefe  far-fetched  commo- 
dities, which  m"ght  better  have 
become  Capua,  than  the  city  of 
Romulus.  Multitudes  are  intoxi- 
cated with  a  paffion  for  gaming. 
Others  expofe  themfelves,  during 
whole  days,  to  the  heat,  and  the 
rain,  to  be  the,  umpires  amongft 
the  charioteers,  and  decide  on  the 
events  of  the  Circus.  Amidft  fuch 
frivolous  engagements,  is  it  poffibie 
that  the  Romans  can  ever  be  rea- 
fonably  employed  ?  &c.  &c.*' 
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the  more  peculiar  Manners^  Cujioms, 
tfjc.  of  the  modern  Greek,  Tur- 
ki/h,  and  Albanian  Inhabitants 
of  that  City  and  its  Territory ; 
from  Dr.  Chandler'^  Travels  in 
Greece. 

ATHENS  maintained  under 
the  Romans  its  reputation 
for  philofophy  and  eloquence,  and 
continued,  though  fubdued,  the 
metropolis  of  learning,  the  fcbool 
of  arts,  the  centre  of  tafte  and  ge- 
nius. The  Gymnafia  and  the 
gardens  of  the  philofophers  wfere 
decorated  with  the  capital  works 
of  eminent  mailers,  and  ftill  fre- 
quented. The  fierce  warrior  was 
captivated  by  Greece  and  fcience, 
and  Athens  hunvanized  and  polilhed 
the  conquerors  of  the  world.  But 
Sylla  greatly  injured  the  city,  by 
tranfporting  to  Rome  the  public 
library,  which  had  been  founded 
by  Pififtratus,  carefully  augmented 
by  the  people,  removed  by  Xerxes 
into  Perfia,  and  reftored  long  after 
by  Saleucus  Nicanor.  The  fpirit 
of  learning  drooped  on  the  lofs ; 
and  the  Roman  youth,  under  Ti- 
berius, were  fent  to  ftudy  at  Mar- 
feilles,  inllead  of  Athens.  Even, 
there  the  1)arlparous  Gauls  joined 
in  the  purfuit  of  eloquence  and 
philofophy.  The  fophill,  as  well 
as  the  phyiician,  was  hired  to  fettle 
among  them  ;  and  the  nation  was 
civilized  by  the  Greek  city. 

The  emperor  Adrian  embellifli- 
€d  Athens  with  a  noble  library, 
and  a  new  GymnaCum,  jind  re- 
stored fcience  to  its  ancient  feat. 
Lollianus,  an  Ephefian,  w'as  firft 
raifed  to  the  high  dignity  of  the 
fophiilical  throne,  which  was  after- 


wards filled  by  Atticus  Herodes^ 
and  by  other  eminent  and  illuf- 
trious  perfons.  The  number  of 
profefTors  was  increafed  by  Antoni- 
nus the  phiiofopher,  who  had  ftu- 
died  under  Herodes.  His  ellablifb- 
ment  confiflcd  of  thirteen  ;  two 
Placonifts,  as  many  Peripatetics, 
Stoics,  and  Epicureans,  with  two 
Rhetoricians  and  Civilians ;  and 
a  prefident  filled  Prefab  of  the 
Youth.  The  ftudent  proceeded  from 
the  phiiofopher  to  the  rhetorician, 
and  then  to  the  civilian.  A  yearly 
falary  of  fix  hundred  aurei  or  pieces 
of*  gold  was  annexed  to  each  of 
the  philofophical  chairs  ;  and  one 
of  a  talent  to  thofe  of  the  civilians. 
The  profefibrs,  unlcfs  appointed 
by  the, emperors,  were  eledted  after 
folemn  examination  by  the  prin- 
cipal magiftrates. 

Education  now  flourifhed  in  all 
its  branches  at  Athens.  The  Ro- 
man world  rcforted  to  its  fchools, 
and  reputation  and  riches  awaited 
the  able  preceptor.  The  tender 
mind  was  duly  prepared  for  the 
manly  fludies  of  philofophy  and 
eloquence.  Age  and  proficiency 
were  followed  by  promotion.  The 
youth  was  advanced  into  the  higher 
clafles,  enrolled  with  the  philofo- 
phers, and  admitted  to  their  habit. 
The  title  of  fophiil  was  conferred 
on  him,  when  mature  in  years  and 
erudition  ;  and  this  was  an  ho- 
nour fo  much  aff'eded,  that  the  at- 
tainment of  it  almoll  furnifhcd  an 
apology  for  infolent  pride  and  ex- 
travagant elation.  Itwasacuftom 
of  the  mailers  to  infcribe  on  mar- 
ble the  names  of  their  fcholars  ; 
thofe  of  Attica  ranged  under  their 
refpedtive  tribes ;  and  alfo  to  what 
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demos  or  borough  each  belonged. 
Some  fpecimens  of  thefe  regiiters 
are  preferved  in  the  Oxford  col- 
ledion,  and  many  fragments  are 
yet  extant  at  Atiiens. 

At  this  period  Athens  abounded 
in  philofophers.  It  fwarmed,  ac- 
cording to  Lucian,  with  clokes  and 
liaves  and  /atchels  ;  you  beheld 
every  where  a  long  beard,  a  book 
in  the  Icf;  hand,  and  the  walks 
fall  of  companies,  difcourfing  and 
reafoning.  The  cloke,  or  Tribo- 
nium  was  the  habit  of  all  the  or- 
ders. The  general  colour  was 
dark,  but  the  Cynic  wore  white, 
and,  with  the  S:oic,  had  the  folds 
doubled.  One  flioulder  was  bare  ; 
the  hair  hanging  down  ;  the  beard 
unfhaven.  The  Cynic,  with  the 
Stoic  and  Pythagorean,  was  flo- 
venly  and  negligent,  his  cloke  in 
tatters,  his  nails  long,  and  his  feet 
naked.  The  Cynic  was  armed 
with  a  ftafF,  as  a  defence  from 
dogs  or  the  rabble.  The  Sophilt 
was  adorned  with  purple,  and  com- 
monly polilhed  as  well  in  drefs 
and  perfon  as  in  manners  and  lan- 
guage. It  behoved  the  profeflbr, 
as  Lucian  affirms  to  be  handfomely 
clothtd,  to  be  (leek  and  comely, 
and  above  all  to  have  a  flowing 
beard,  infpiring  thofe  who  ap- 
proached him  with  veneration,  and 
Suitable  to  the  falary  he  received 
from  the  Emperor. 

A  learned  father  *,  who  was 
cotemporary  with  Julian  at  Athens, 
has  defcribed  the  manner  in  which 
the  Novice  was  treated  on  his  ar- 
rival there,  with  the  ceremony  of 
initiation.  He  was  iirft  furrouuded 
by  the  pupils  aad  partizans  of  the 
different  Sophifts,  all  eager  to  re- 
commend   their   favourite   mafter. 


He  was  hofpitably  entertained  ; 
and  afterwards  the  ftudents  were 
allowed  to  attack  him  with  rude 
or  ingenuous  difputation,  as  each 
was  difpo'.ed.  This,  the  relater 
has  furmifed,  was  intended  to  mor- 
tify conceit,  and  to  render  him 
tradable.  He  was  next  to  be  in- 
veiled  with  the  habit.  A  procef- 
fion  in  pairs,  at  equal  diftances, 
conduced  him  through  the  Agora 
to  a  public  bath,  probably  that 
without  Dipylon  by  the  monument 
of  Anthemocritus.  An  oppofition 
was  feigned  on  their  approach  to 
the  door,  fome  calling  out  and  for- 
bidding his  admiffion,  fome  urging 
on  and  knocking.  Thefe  pre- 
vailed. He  was  introduced  into  a 
warm  cell,  waflied,  and  then  clothed 
with  the  Tribonium.  He  was  fa- 
lutfd  as  an  equal  on  his  coming 
out,  and  re-condu£led.  No  one 
was  fufFered  to  appear  in  that  drefs 
at  Athens  without  the  permiflion  of 
the  Sophifts,  and  this  ceremony, 
which  was  attended  with  confider- 
able  expence. 

The  philofophers  were  long  as 
diflinguilhed  by  their  averfion  to 
Chriftianity  as  by  their  garment. 
It  is  recorded  of  Juftin  Martyr, 
that  he  preached  in  the  Tribonium, 
to  which  he  had  been  admitted 
before  his  converfion.  Some  monks 
alfo,  whom  the  Gentiles  termed 
impollors,  afiumed  it,  uniting  with 
fpiritual  pride  and  confumraate  va- 
nity, an  afi^edation  ©f  fingular  hu- 
mility and  of  indifference  to  world- 
ly fhovv.  But  the  Emperor  Jovian 
commanding  the  temples  to  be 
fliut,  and  prohibiting  facrifice,  the 
prudent  pbilofopher  then  concealed 
his  profeffion,  and  relinquilhed  his 
cloke  for  the  common  drefs.     The 
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not  afraid  of  their  becoming  fol-    % 
diers.     The  city  was  pillaged,  and 
the  libraries  were  coniumed.     De- 


order  was  treated  with  feverity  by 
Valens  his  fucceflbr,  becaufe  fome 
of  them 


10  animate  their  party, 
had  foretold  t'^at  the  next  emperor 
tvouid  be  a  Gentile.  They  were 
addidled  to  divination  and  magic, 
and  it  was  pretended,  had  partly 
difcovered  his  name.  The  habit 
was  nor  wholly  laid  afide.  In  the 
jiext  reigft,  a  fedition  happened 
at  Alexandria,  when  Olympius  a 
philofopher,  wearing  the  .  cloke, 
^as  exceedingly  adive,  urging  the 
Cent'les  to  repel  the  reformers, 
and  rot  to  remit  of  their  zeal  or 
be  diiheartcned  becaufe  they  were 
difpofieiTed  of  their  idols  ,  for  the 
power?,  which  had  Inhabited  them, 
were,  he  aflerted,  flown  away  into 
heaven.  The  heathen  philofophers 
gradually  difappeared  ;  but  the 
ChrilHan,  their  fucceflbrs,  are  not 
ytt  extin6l,  ttill  flourishing  in  ca- 
tholic countries,  and  differing  not 
lefs  than  the  ancient  kds,  in  drefs, 
tenets,  and  rules  of  living. 

The  de  linf  of  philofophy  muft 
have  deeply  affeded  the  profperity 
have  deeply  a  gradual  dd^rtio  s  of 
of   '  thens.    Awed.    Minerva  cuuld 
the  place  foilocedl  her  city.         Its 
beauty   wa^-   violated    by    the   pro- 
Ci)nful.  who  ftr»pped  Poecile  of  its 
precious    painting?.     It    was    for 
faken  by  good  fortune,^ and  would 
have   lingered    in  decay,    but  the 
Barbarians    interpofed,     and    fud 
denly     completed      its     downfall 
When  the  Goths  were  in  pofTeflion 
of  it  in  the  time  of  Claudius,  two 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  years  after 
Chrirt,  they  amaffed  all  the  books, 
intending,   it   is   related,    to   burn 
them;     but  defifted,  on    a   repre- 
fentalion  that  the  Greeks  were  di- 
verted by  the  amufements  of  lludy 
from    military    purfuits.       Alaric, 
under  Arcadius  and  lionorius,  was 


valtaiion  then  reigned  within,  and 
folitude  without  its  walls  The 
fweet  firens,  the  vocal  nightin- 
gales, as  the  Sophifls  are  fondly 
ftyled,  were  heard  no  more.  Phi« 
lofophy  and  eloquence  were  exiled, 
and  their  ancient  feat  occupied  by 
ignorant  honey-fadors  of  Mouni 
fiymettus. 

Athens,  after  it  was   abandoned 
by    the  Goths,    continued,    it    is 
likely,    for    ages    to    preferve    the 
race  of   its  remaining  inhabitants 
unchanged,    and    uniform  in   lan- 
guage and    manners.        Hillory  is 
filent    of    its  fuifering    from    later 
incurljons,  from  wars,   and  maiTa- 
cres.     Plenty  and   the  profped  of 
advantage  produces   new  feitiers ; 
but,   where   no   trade   exilts,   em- 
ployment   will    be   wanting,    and 
Attica   was    never    celebrated    for 
fertility.      The    plague    has     not 
been,    as  at    Smyrna,  a    frequent 
vifitant  ;     becaufe    the    interto^-rfe 
fubfilling  with  the  ifiands  and  other 
places  has  been  fmall,  and  the  port 
is  at  a   dirtance.     The  plague  de- 
fcribed    by    1  hu  ydides  began    in 
the  Pir^U',  and  the  Athenians  at 
firft  believed  that  the  enemy  had 
poi Toned  the  wells       If,  from  in- 
advertency,  the   infedion   be  now 
admitted  into  the  town,  the  Turks 
as  well    as    the  Greeks  have    the 
prudence  to  retire  to  their  houfes 
in  the  country,  or  to  the  monalle- 
ries,  and  it  feldom  prevails  either 
fo  1(  ng  or  fo  terribly  as  in  cities  on 
the  coall-. 

A  colony  of  new  proprietors 
was  introduced  into  Athens  by  Ma- 
hopet  the  Second  ;  but  the  people 
fecured  fome  privileges  by  their  ca- 
pitulation, and  have  iince  obtained 
'  more 
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wore  hy  addrcfs  or  money.  The 
Turk  has  favoured  the  fpot,  and 
beitowed  on  it  a  milder  tyranny. 
The  Kiflar  Aga,  or  chief  of  the 
black  eunuchs  at  Conftantinople, 
is  their  patron  ;  and  by  him  the 
Turklfli  magi  ft  rates  are  appointed. 
The  Vaiwode  purchafes  his  govern- 
ment yearly,  but  circumfpedion 
and  moderation  are  requifite  in  ex- 
acting the  revenue,  and  the  ufual 
concomitants  of  his  ftation  are  un- 
eafinefs,  apprehenlion,  and  dan- 
ger. The  impatience  of  oppref- 
hon,  when  general,  begets  public 
vengeance.  The  Turks  and  their 
valfals  have  united,  feizcd  and  cut 
I  their  tyrants  in  pieces,  or  forced 
'  them  to  feek  refuge  in  the  moun- 
tains or  in  the  Acropolis,  An  in- 
furreftion  had  happened  not  many 
years  before  we  arrived,  and  the 
;  diftrefs,  which  followed  from  want 
of  water  in  the  fortrefs,  was  de- 
fcribed  to  us  as  extreme. 

The  Turks  of  Athens  are  in  ge- 
neral more  polite,  focial  and  af- 
fable, than  is  common  in  that 
llately  race  j  living  on  more  equal 
terms  with  their  fellow-citizens, 
and  partaking,  in  fome  degree,  of 
the  Greek  charadler.  The  fame 
intermixture,  which  has  foftened 
their  aufterity,  has  corrupted  their 
temperance  ;  and  many  have  fore- 
gone the  national  abftinence  from 
wine,  drinking  freely,  except  dur- 
ing their  Ramazan  or  Lent.  Some 
too  after  a  long  lapfe  have  re-af- 
fumed,  and  rigidly  adhere  to  it,  as 
fuiting  the  gravity  of  a  beard,  and 
the  decorum  of  paternal  authority. 
Several  of  the  families  date  their 
fettlement  from  the  taking  of  the 
city.  I'hey  are  reckoned  at  about 
three  hundred.  Their  number, 
though  comparatively  fmall,  is 
niore  than   fufficient   to  keep   the 


Chriftians  fully  fenfible  of  their 
maftery.  The  Turks  poflefs  from 
their  childhood  an  habitual  fupe- 
riority,  and  awe  with  a  look  the 
loftiell  vaflal.  Their  deportment 
is  often  ftern  and  haughty.  Many 
in  private  life  are  diltinguilhed  by 
ftrid  honour,  by  punctuality,  and 
uprightnefs  in  their  dealings ;  and 
almoft  all  by  external  fandity  of 
manners.  If  they  are  narrow- 
minded  in  the  extreme,  it  is  the 
refult  of  a  confined  education  ;  and 
an  avaricious  temper  is  a  natural 
confequence  of  their  rapacious  go- 
vernment. 

The  Greeks  may  be  regarded  as 
the  reprefentativcs  of  the  old  Athe- 
nians. We  have  related,  that,  on 
our  arrival  in  the  Pirzeus,  an  Ar- 
chon  came  from  the  city  to  rcceiv6 
us.  The  learned  reader  was  per- 
haps touched  by  that  refpeftablc 
title,  and  annexed  to  it  fome  por- 
tion of  its  claflical  importance ; 
but  the  Archons  are  now  merfe 
names,  except  a  tall  fur-cap,  and 
a  fuller  and  better  drefs  than  is 
worn  by  the  inferior  cla/Tes.  Som^ 
have  (hops  in  the  Bazar,  fome  arc 
merchants,  or  farmers  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  The  families  ftyled 
Archontic,  are  eight  or  ten  in 
number  ;  moftly  on  the  decline. 
The  perfon,  who  met  us,  was  of 
one  reckoned  very  ancient,  which, 
by  his  account,  had  been  fettled 
at  Athens  about  three  hundred 
years,  or  afcer  Mahomet  the  Se- 
cond. His  patrimony  had  fufFered 
from  the  extortions  of  a  tyrannical 
Vaiwode,  but  he  had  repaired  the 
lofs  by  trade,  and  by  renting  petty 
governments.  The  ordinary  habit 
of  the  meaner  citizens  is  a  red 
flcull-cap,  a  jacket,  and  a  fafh 
round  the  middle,  loofe  breeches 
or  trowfcrs,  which  tic  with  it  largfe 
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knot  before,  and  a  long  veil,  which 
they  hang  on  their  fhoulders,  lined 
with  wooi  or  fur  for  cold  weather. 
By  following  the  lower  occupa- 
tions, they  procure,  not  without 
difficulty,  a  pittance  of  profit  to 
fubfi  i  them,  to  pay  their  tribute- 
money,  and  to  purchafe  garments 
for  the  fethvals,  when  they  mu- 
tually vie  in  appearing  well- 
cloathed,  their  pride  even  exceed- 
ing their  poverty.     ' 

The    lordly    Turk    and    lively 
Greek,  neg'edting    paliurage    and 
agriculture,  that  province,  which 
in   rifia  Minor  is  occupied  by  the 
Turcomans,  has  been  obtained   in 
Europe  by  the  Albanians  or  Alba- 
nefe.     Thefe  are  a  people  remote 
from  their  original  country,  which 
was   by  the  Cafpian  fea,  fpreading 
over  and  cultivating  alien    lands, 
and,  as  of   old,  addided  to   uni- 
verfal  hufbandry  and  to  migration. 
It  is  chiefly  their  bufmefs  to  plough, 
fow,  and  reap  ;  dig,  fence,  plant, 
and    prune  the  vineyard  ;    attend 
the  watering  of  the  olive-tree  ;  and 
gather  in  the  harveil  ;  going  forth 
before  the  dawn  of  day,  and  re- 
turning joyous  on  the  clofe  of  their 
labour.     If  Ihepherds,  they  live  on 
the  mountains,  in  the  vale,  or  the 
plain,   as    the  varying  feafons  re- 
quire,  under  arbours  or  fheds  co- 
vered with  boughs,  tending  their 
flocks  abroad,  or  milking  the  ewes 
and    Ihe-goats    at    the    fold,    and 
making  cheefe  and   butter  to  fup- 
ply  the  city.      Inured   early  to  fa- 
tigue and  the  fun,  they  are  hardy 
and    robuft,    of    manly    carriage, 
very    difierent    from    that  of   the 
fawning  obfequious  Greek,  and  of 
defperate  bravery  under  every  dif- 
advantage,  when  compelled  by  ne- 
ceflity  or  oppreflion,   to  unite  and 
endeavour  to  extort  redrefi>.   Their 


habit  is  fjmple  and  fuccind,  reach- 
ing to  the  knees.  They  have  a  na- 
tional language,  and  are  members 
of  the  Greek  communion. 

1  heChriflians,  boih  Greeks  and 
Albanians,  are  more  immediately 
furperintended  by  the  Archbifhop, 
and  by  the  two  Epitropi  or  cura- 
tors, who  are  chofen  from  among 
the  principal  men,  and  venerable 
for  their  long  beards.  Thefe  en- 
deavour to  quiet  all  difpuies,  and 
prevent  the  parties  from  recurring 
to  the  fevere  tribunal  of  the  Caai 
or  Turkifh  judge,  watching  over 
the  commonweal,  and  regulati  g 
its  internal  policy,  which  ftill  re- 
tains fome  faint  and  cbfcure  traces 
of  the  ancient  popular  foi  m,  though 
without  dignity  or  importan-ce. 
The  fee  was  now  poffeffed  by  Bar- 
tholomew, a  Walachian,  who  had 
lately  purchased  it  at  Conftaniino- 
ple.  He  was  abfent  when  we  ar- 
rived; but  on  his  return  to  Athens, 
fent  us  a  prefent  of  hne  fruit  and 
of  honey  from  M.  Hymetiu-s;  and 
came  to  vifit  us  at  the  convent,  on 
horfeback,  attended  by  a  virger 
and  fome  of  his  clergy  on  foot. 
jHe  was  a  comely  and  portly  man, 
with  a  black  thick  beard. 

A  traditional  Itory  was  related 
to  us  at  Smyrna  and  afterwards  at 
Athens,  to  illuftrate  the  native 
quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  which, 
as  if  tranfmiffive  and  the  property 
of  the  foil,  is  inherited  even  by 
the  lower  ciaffes  of  the  people.  A 
peffon  made  trial  of  a  poor  (bep- 
herd,  whom  he  met  with  his 
flock,  demanding,  a-aro  wa ;  y.at 
•KH  ;  xat  9r«? ;  xat  wocra.  From 
ivhence  P  and  luhere  ?  and  ho<w  ? 
and  honv  many  ?  He  was  anfvvered 
without  hefitation,  and  with  equal 
brevity,  air*  AOr/na^,  u<^  A»3/5ctoio, 
Gto^'wf©',      xai      TrjiTiaxocna.       From 
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Jthens,  to  Livadia,  Theodore^  and 
ji've  hundred  In  the  citizens  this 
aptitude  not  being  duly  cultivated, 
inltcad  of  producing  genius,  dege- 
nerates into  cunning.  1  hey  are 
juftly  reputed  a  moll  crafty,  fubtle, 
and  acute  race.  It  has  been  jocofely 
.tiirmed,  that  no  Jew  can  live 
among  them,  becauie  he  will  be 
continually  out  witced.  They  are 
confcious  of  their  fubjedlion  to  the 
Tiirk,  and  as  fuppK  as  deprefled, 
from  ihe  memory  of  the  blows  on 
the  feet  and  indignities,  which 
they  have  experienced  or  feen  in- 
Hided,  and  from  the  terror  of  the 
penalty  annexed  to  rcfilUnce,  which 
is  the  forfeiture  of  the  hand  up- 
lifted; but  their  difpofition,  as  ari- 
tiently,  is  unquiet  ;  their  repofe 
dillurbed  by  factious  intrigues  and 
pnvat'  animofuies;  the  body  po- 
litic weakened  by  divifion,  and  of- 
ten impelled  in  a  diredion  oppo- 
fjte  to  Its  true  intereft.  They  have 
two  fchools,  one  of  which  pofTeffes 
a  fmall  colledion  of  books,  and 
is  entitled  to  an  annual  payment 
from  Venice,  the  endowment  of  a 
charitable  Athenian,  but  the  mo- 
ney is  not  regularly  remitted. 

The  liberty  of  the  fair  fex  at 
Athens  is  almolt  equally  abridged 
by  the  Turks  and  Greeks.  Their 
houi'es  are  fecured  with  high  walls, 
and  the  windows  turned  from  the 
(Ireet,  and  latticed,  or  boarded  up, 
fo  as  to  preclude  all  intercourfe, 
even  of  the  eyes.  The  haram,  or 
apartment  of  the  Turi^ifh  women, 
is  not  only  impenetrable,  but  mull 
not  be  regarded  on  the  outfide  with 
any  degree  of  attention.  To  ap- 
proach them,  whe:j  abroad,  will 
give  offence  ;  aj^d  in  the  town,  if 
they  canrjot  be  avoided,  it  is  the 
cullom  to  t.irn  to  the  wall  and 
fiand  Hill,  without  looking  toward 


them,  while  they  pafs.  This  mode 
of  carriage  is  good  breeding  at 
Athens. 

The  Turkifh  women  claim  an 
exemption  from  their  confinement 
on  one  day  only  in  the  week, 
when  they  viftt  their  relations,  and 
are  feen  going  in  companies  to  the 
baths,  or  fitting  in  the  burying- 
grounds  on  the  graves  of  their 
friends,  their  children,  hufbands, 
or  parents.  They  are  then  enwrap- 
ped and  beclothed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, it  is  impolTible  to  difcern 
whether  they  are  young  or  old, 
handfome  or  ugly.  Their  heads, 
as  low  as  the  eye-brows,  are  co- 
vered with  white  linen,  and  alfo 
their  faces  beneath  ;  the  promi- 
nency of  the  nofe  and  mouth  gi\r- 
ing  tnem  nearly  the  vifages  of  mum- 
mies. They  draw  down  a  veil  of 
black  gaufe  over  their  eyes,  the 
moment  a  man  or  boy  comes  in 
view.  They  wear  fhort  loofe  boots 
of  leather,  red  or  yellow,  with  a 
large  fheet  over  their  common  gar- 
ments, and  appear  very  bulky. 

1  he  drefs  of  the  Greek  matrons 
is  a  garment  of  red  or  blue  cloth, 
the  waitl  very  Ibort,  the  long  petti- 
coat falling  in  folds  to  the  ground, 
A  thin  flowing  veil  of  muflin,  with 
a  golden  rim  or  border,  is  thrown 
over  the  head  and  fhoulders.  The 
attire  of  the  virgins  is  a  long  red 
veil,  with  a  fquare  cap  of  yellow 
fattin  hanging  down  behind.  They 
walk  with  their  hands  concealed  in 
the  pocket- holes  at  the  fides,  and 
their  faces  arc  muffled.  Sometimes 
they  afi'ume  the  Turkifh  garb. 
Neither  prudence  nor  modefty  fuf- 
fers  a  maiden  to  be  feen  by  the 
men  before  fhe  is  married.  Her 
beauty  might  inflame  the  Turk, 
who  can  take  her  legally,  by  force,  , 
to  his  bed,  on  a  fentence  of    the 

Cadi 
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Cadi  or  judge  {  and  the  Greek,  if 

ihc  reveaicQ  her  face  to  him  even 
Bnvvillirgly,  would  rejeft  her  as 
criminal  and  with  difdain. 

The  Albaniiin  women  are  inured 
early  to  hard-living,  labour,  and 
the  fun.  Their  features  are  in- 
jured by  penury,  and  their  com- 
plexions by  the  air.  Their  dreis  is 
icoarfe  and  fimple  ;  a  (hift  reaching 
to  ihe  ancle,  a  chick  fafti  about  the 
wailt,  and  a  Ihort  loofe  woollen 
reft.  Their  hair  is  platted  in  two 
divifions,  and  the  ends  fattened  to 
a  red  filken  ftring,  which,  with  a 
taflel,  is  pendant  to  their  heels, 
and  frequeiuly  laden  with  pieces  of 
filver  coin,  of  various  fizes,  dinai- 
niihmg  gradually  to  the  bottom. 
Among  thefe  the  antiquarian  may 
CJften  difcover  medals  of  value. 
They  are  feen  carrying  water  on 
their  backs,  in  earthen  jars,  with 
handles  ;  walhing  by  the  fountains, 
or  afiembled  by  the  IlifTus  after 
rain,  with  the  female  (laves  of  the 
Mahometans  and  other  fervants  ; 
treading  their  linen,  or  beating  it 
with  a  piece  of  heavy  wood,  fpread* 
ing  it  on  the  ground  or  bullies  to 
dry,  and  conveying  it  to  and  fro 
in  panniers  or  wicker  balkets  on  an 
afs.  Their  legs  and  feet  are  gene- 
rally bare  ;  and  their  heads  hooded, 
as  it  were,  with  a  long  towel, 
which  encircles  the  neck,  one  ex- 
tremity hanging  down  before  and 
the  other  behind.  The  girls  wear 
a  red  fkull  cap  plated  with  peraus 
or  Turkilh  pennies  of  filver  per- 
forated, and  ranged  like  the  fcales 
offiOi. 

The  Greek  will  fometlmes  ad- 
mit a  traveller  into  his  gynecaeum 
or  the  apartment  of  his  women. 
Thefe  within  doors,  are  as  it  were 
-4Wicafed,  and  each  a  contrail  of 
the  iigure  ihe  made  when  abroad. 


There  the  girl,  like  Thetis,  tread- 
ing on  a  foft  carpet,  has  her  white 
and  delicate  feet  naked  ;  the  nails 
tinged  with  red.  Her  trowfers, 
which  in  winter  are  of  red  cloth, 
and  in  fummer  of  fine  callico  or 
thin  gaufe,  defcend  from  the  hip  to 
the  ancle,  hanging  loofely  about 
her  limbs ;  the  lower  portion  em- 
broidered with  flowers,  and  ap. 
pearing  beneath  the  fliift,  which 
has  the  fleeves  wide  and  open,  and 
the  feams  and  edges  curioufiy  adorn- 
ed with  needle-work.  Her  veft  is 
of  filk,  exa<5lly  fitted  to  the  form 
of  the  bofom  and  the  fhape  of  the 
body,  which  it  rather  covers  than 
conceals,  and  is  fnorcer  than  the 
fhift.  The  fleeves  button  occafion- 
ally  to  the  hand,  and  are  lined 
with  red  or  yellow  fattin.  A  rich 
zone  eneompaiTes  her  waift,  and  is 
fattened  before  by  clafps  of  filver 
gilded,  or  of  gold  fet  with  precious 
Itones.  Over  the  vett  is  a  robe,  in 
fummer  lined  with  ermine,  and  in 
cold  weather  with  fur.  The  head- 
drefs  is  a  fkull-cap,  red  or  green, 
with  pearls  ;  a  ftay  under  the  chin, 
and  a  yellow  forehead  cloth.  She 
has  bracelets  of  gold  on  her  writts, 
and,  like  Aurora,  is  rofy-fingered, 
the  tips  being  ttained.  Her  neck- 
lace is  a  ftring  of  zechins,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  gold  coin,  or  of  the  pieces  ■ 
called  Bizantines.  At  her  cheeks 
is  a  lock  of  hair  made  to  curl  to- 
ward the  face  ;  and  down  her  back 
falls  a  profufion  of  trettes,  fpread- 
ing  over  her  ftioulders.  Much  time 
is  confumed  in  combing  and  braid- 
ing the  hair  after  bathing,  and,  ac 
the  greater  feftivals,  in  enriching 
and  powdering  it  with  fmall  bits 
of  filver  gilded,  refembling  a  violin 
in  ttiape,  and  woven  in  at  regular 
diftances.  She  is  painted  blue  round  j 
the  eyes;    and    the  inlides  of  thcj 
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ibcket$,  with  the  edges  on  which 
the  laihes  grow,  are  tinged  with 
black.  The  Tuikifh  ladies  wear 
nearly  the  fame  attire,  and  ufe  fi- 
milar  arts  to  heighten  their  natural 
beauty. 

For  colouring  the  laflies  and 
focket  of  the  eye,  they  throw  in- 
cenfe  or  gum  of  Labdanum  on  fome 
coals  of  iire,  intercept  the  fmoke, 
which  afcends,  with  a  plate,  and 
colle«fl  the  foot.  This  1  faw  ap- 
plied. A  girl,  fitting  crofs-legged 
as  ufual,  on  a  fofa,  and  doling 
one  of  her  eyes,  took  the  two 
laihes  between  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  her  left  hand,  pulled 
them  forward,  and  then  thrufting 
in,  at  the  external  corner,  a  bod- 
kin, which  had  been  immerfed  in 
the  foot,  and  extrading  it  again, 
the  particles  before  adhering  to  it, 
remained  within,  and  were  pre- 
fentiy  ranged  round  the  organ  ; 
ferving  as  a  foil  to  its  luftre,  be- 
iides  contributing,  as  they  fay,  to 
its  health,  and  increafing  its  ap- 
parent magnitude. 

The  improvement  of  the  mind 
and  morals  is  not  confidered  as  a 
momentuous  part  of  female  educa- 
tion at  Athens.  The  gi>ls  are 
taught  to  dance,  to  play  on  the 
Turkish  guittar  and  the  tympanum  . 
or  timbrel,  and  to  embroider,  an 
art  in  which  they  generally  ejccel. 
A  woman  {killed  in  reading  and 
writing  is  fpoken  of  as  a  prodigy 
of  capacity  and  learning.  The 
mother  of  Ofman  Aga,  a  Turk, 
who  frequented  our  houfe,  was  of 
this  rare  number,  and,  as  he  often 
told  us,  fo  terrible  for  her  know- 
ledge, that  even  Achmet  Aga  her 
kinfman  had  been  feen  to  tremble, 
when  he  received  her  annual  vifit. 
In  common  life  the  woman  waits 


II 

on  her  hufband,  and  after  dreHing 
the  provifions,  which  he  porchafed, 
eats  perhaps  with  a  femaie  flavc; 
the  ftately  lord  feeding  alone  or  ia 
company  with  men. 

Sketch  of  the  Manners  and  Cufioms  of 
the  old  exican  .  ^with  J'om'  Ac-, 
count  of  the  pre/en t  :>tate  of  their 
remaining  genuine  Dtfcendants,  par" 
ticuiarly  tbofe  c/*  Chiapa  ;  from 
the  ^bbe  Raynal's  Phiiofophical 
and  Political  Hirtory  o*^  the  Set- 
tlements and  rrade  of  the  Ea« 
ropeans  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Indies  ;  tranjlated  by  J.  Jufta« 
mond,  M.  A. 

THE  generality  of  the  Mexi- 
cans went  naked.  The  em- 
peror himfelf  and  the  nobles  were 
on!y  covered  with  a  kind  of  man- 
tle, compofed  of  a  piece  of  fquarc 
cotton  tied  on  the  right  Ihoulder. 
They  wore  fandals  on  their  feet. 
The  women  of  the  lower  fort  for 
their  whole  apparel  had  only  a 
kind  of  {hift  with  half  fleeves, 
which  fell  on  their  knees,  and  was 
open  at  the  bofom.  Common  peo- 
ple were  prohibited  from  raifing 
their  houfes  above  the  ground 
floor,  and  from  having  either  doorj 
or  windows.  Moft  of  thefe  houfes 
were  built  of  earth,  and  covered 
with  boards,  and  had  no  greater 
(hare  of  conveniency  than  elegance. 
The  in  fide  was  covered  with  mats, 
and  lighted  with  torches  of  fir 
wood,  though  they  had  wax  and 
oil  in  abundance.  Their  beds  were 
made  of  plain  ftraw  and  coverlets 
of  cotton.  For  their  feats,  they 
had  only  little  facksof  palm  leaves; 
but  it  was  their  cuAom  to  fit  on 
the  ground,  and  even  to  eat  in  that 
poilure.  Their  nouriihment,  which 
coafillcd 
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confided  rarely  of  animal  food,  had 
little  diverfity  and  little  delicacy. 
1  heir  moll  ordinary  aliment  was 
maize  made  into  a  pafte,  or  prepar- 
ed with  various  feafonings.  With 
thefe  they  joined  the  common  herbs 
found  in  the  field,  which  were  not 
too  hard,  or  had  not  a  bad  fmell. 
Cocoa  diluted  in  warm  water,  or 
feafoned  with  honey  or  pimento, 
was  their  belt  liquor.  They  had 
bcfides  thefe,  other  liquors,  but 
not  of  an  intoxicating  quality  : 
for  all  ftrong  drinks  were  fo  rigidly 
prohibited,  that  no  one  could  ufe 
them,  without  a  particular  per- 
jniflion  from  government,  which 
was  granted  only  to  the  fick  and 
aged.  It  was  on  certain  folemni- 
ties  alone,  and  in  public  labour:^, 
that  each  perfon  had  a  quantity  al- 
lowed in  proportion  to  his  age. 
Drunkennefs  was  confidered  as  the 
moll  fcandalous  of  vices.  Perfons 
who  were  found  in  this  fituation 
were  fhaved  in  public,  and  their 
hoafes  were  pulled  down.  If  they 
exercifed  any  public  office,  they 
were  deprived  of  it,  and  declared 
incapable  of  ever  holding  it  again. 
It  is  a  matter  of  aftonifhment, 
that  men  who  had  fo  few  wants 
fhoold  ever  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of 
flavery.  That  the  citizen  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  indulgences  and 
conveniences  of  life,  Ihould  pur- 
chafe  them  every  day  with  the  fa- 
crifice  of  his  liberty,  is  not  the 
leall  furprifing  ;  but  that  people  to 
whom  nature  offers  more  felicity 
than  the  focial  chain  that  unites 
them  fhould  calmly  fubmit  to 
flavery,  and  never  think  that  there 
is  frequently  but  a  river  to  crofs  in 
order  to  be  free  ;  this  would  be 
for  ever  inconceivable,  if  we  did 
not  know  how  much  habit  and  fu- 


perftition  render  men  infenfible  t« 
the  feelings  of  nature. 

The  Mexicans  are  now  lefs  un- 
happy. Our  fruits,  our  corn,  and 
our  cattle,  have  rendered  their  food 
more  wholefome,  agreeable,  and 
abundant.  Their  hoofcs  are  better 
built,  better  difpofed,  and  better 
furnilhed.  Shoes,  drawers^  (hirts, 
a  garment  of  wool,  or  cotton,  a 
rufr,  and  a  hat,  con  itute  their  . 
drefs.  The  dignity  which  it  has 
been  agreed  to  annex'  to  thefe  enjoy- 
ments, has  made  them  better  occo- 
nomills,  and  more  laborious.  1  his 
cafe,  however,  is  far  from  being 
univerfal  ;  it  is  even  very  uncom- 
mon in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines, 
towns,  and  great  road^,  where  ty- 
ranny feldom  fleeps  :  but  we  otten 
find  it  with  fatisfadion  in  remote 
parts  where  the  Spaniards  are  not 
numerous,  and  where  they  have  in 
fome  meafure  become  Mexicans. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Chiapa  are  diOingu  fhed  above 
all  others.  They  owe  their  fuperio- 
rity  to  the  advantage  of  having  had 
Las  Cafas  for  their  teacher,  who 
originally  prevented  them  from  be- 
ing opprefied.  Fhey  furpafs  their 
countrymen  in  fize,  genius,  and 
ftrength.  Their  language  has  a 
peculiar  foftnefs  and  elegance. 
Their  territory,  without  being  a 
better  foil  than  the  rell,  is  infi- 
nitely richer  in  all  forts  of  produc- 
tions. They  are  painters,  mufi- 
cians,  and  dexterous  in  all  arcs. 
They  particularly  excel  in  fabri- 
cating thofe  works  pidures,  and 
fluffs  of  feathers,  which  have  never 
been  imitated  eliewhere.  Their 
principal  town  is  called  Chiapa  dos 
Indos.  It  is  only  inhabited  by  the 
natives  of  the  country,  who  form 
a-  community  confining  of  four 
ihoufand 
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I'ftOufand  families,  amongft  which 
re  found  many  of  the  Indian  no- 
1  ility.  The  great  river,  on  which 
this  town  is  Atuated,  is  the  fpoc 
on  which  the  inhabitants  continual- 
ly difplay  their  dexterity  and  their 
•outage.  They  form  naval  armies 
with  their  boats.  They  engage, 
attack,  and  defend  themfelves  with 
fiirprifing  agility.  They  excel  no 
lefi  in  the  ch.ce  of  bulls,  cudgel- 
ling, dancing,  and  all  bodily  exer- 
cifes.  They  build  towns  and  caftles 
of  wood,  which  they  cover  with  oil 
cloth,  and  which  they  befiege  in 
form.  In  a  word,  theatrical  repre- 
fentations  arc  their  ordinary  amufe- 
ments.  From  thefe  particulars  we 
fee  what  the  Mexicans  were  capa- 
ble of,  if  they  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  pafled  under  the 
dominion  of  a  conqueror,  who  had 
poflefled  moderation  and  good  fenfe 
enough  to  relax  the  chains  of 
their  fervitude,  inilead  of  rivet- 
ting  them. 

The  employments  of  this  peo- 
ple arc  very  various*  The  moil  in- 
telligent, and  ihofe  who  are  in- 
cafy  circumftances,  devote  them- 
felves  to  the  moft  neceiTary  .and 
molt  ufeful  manufadures,  which 
are  uifperfed  through  the  whole 
empire.  The  moil  beautiful  manu-. 
fadures  are  eftabli(bed  among  the 
people  of  Tlafcala.  Their  old  ca- 
pital and  the  new  one,  which  is 
called  Angelos,  are  the  center  of 
this  induftry.  Here  they  raanu- 
fadure  cloth  that  is  pretty  iine, 
callicncs  that  have  an  agreeable 
appearance,  certain  flight  filks, 
good  hats,  gold  lacCj  embroidery, 
lace,  glalTes,  and  a  great  deal  of 
hardware.  The  arts  mull  necefTa- 
rily  have  made  a  greater  progrefs 
in  a  province  which  hath  been 
able  to  preferve  its  independence  a 


long  time,  which  the  Spaniards 
thought  it  prudent  to  treat  with 
fome  management  after  the  con- 
quelt,  and  which  had  always  ma- 
nifefted  fuperior  penetration,  whe- 
ther owing  to  its  climate  or  itg 
government.  To  thefe  advantages 
is  joined  that  of  its  fjtuaiion.  AH 
the  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  who 
mud  neceflarily  pafs  over  its  terri- 
tory when  they  go  to  purchafe  th« 
European  merchandife  that  is  land- 
ed at  Vera  Cruz,  have  found  it 
convenient  to  take  up  on  the  road 
what  the  fleet  did  not  fupply  them 
with,  or  what  was  fold  too  dear. 

The  care  of  flocks  affords  a 
maintenance  to  fome  Mexicans, 
whom  fortune  or  nature  have  not 
called  to  more  diftinguifhed  em- 
ployments. America,  at  the  time 
it  wasdifcovered,  had  neither  hogs, 
flieep,  oxen,  horfes,  nor  even  any 
domeilic  animal.  Columbus  car- 
ried, fome  of  thefe  ufeful  animals 
to  i^&n  Domingo,  from  whence 
they  were  generally  difperfed,  and 
at  Mexico  more  than  in  any  other 
places.  Thefe  have  multiplied  pro- 
digioufly.  They  count  their  horn- 
ed cattle  by  thoufands,  whofe  fkins 
are  become  an  objed  of  confider- 
able  exportation.  The  horfes  arc 
degenerated,  but  the  quality  as 
compenfated  by  the  number.  Hog's 
lard  is  here  fubllituted  fot  butter. 
Sheep's  wool  is  dry,  coarfe,  and 
bad,  as  it  is  every  where  betweea 
the  tropics. 

The  vine  and  olive-tree  have  ex- 
perienced the  fame  degeneracy. 
The  cultivation  of  them  was  at  firll 
prohibited,  with  a  view  of  leaving 
a  free  market  for  the  commodities 
of  the  mother  country.  In  1706, 
permiflion  was  given  to  the  Jefuits, 
and  a  little  afterwards  to  the  mar- 
quis Del  Valle,  a  defcendaiu  from 
Concz, 
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Cortez,  to  cultivate  them.  The  at- 
tempts have  not  proved  fuccelsful. 
The  trials,  indeed,  that  have  been 
made,  have  not  been  abandoned; 
but  no  perfon  has  folicited  the  li- 
berty  of  following  an  example, 
which  did  noc  promife  any  great 
emoluments.  Other  cultures  have 
been  more  fuccef^ful.  Cotton, 
fugar,  filk,  cocoa,  tobacco,  and 
European  corn,  have  all  thriven  in 
fome  degree.  1  he  Spaniards  are 
encouraged  toprofecute  the  labours 
which  thefe  cultures  Vcquire,  from 
the  happy  ciicumftance  of  their 
having  difcovered  iron  mines, 
which  were  entirely  unknown  to 
the  Mexicans,  as  well  as  fome 
mines  of  a  kind  of  copper  that  is 
bard  enough  to  ferve  for  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry.  All  thefe 
articles,  however,  for  want  of  men 
and  induftry,  are  merely  confum- 
ed  within  the  country.  There  is 
only  the  vanilla,  indigo,  and  co- 
chineal, which  make  part  of  the 
trade   of   Mexico    with  other  na- 


tions. 


Some  Account  of  the  late  Inhabitants 
of  Acadia,  in  North  America, 
called  by  fome  Authors  Neutral 
French,  but  conftdered  as  Rebels 
by  the  Britiih  Government  at  the 
breaking  out  cf  the  laji  War  ; 
ands  as  fuihy  promt fcuoufy  dif- 
ferfed  to  fever al  farts  of  the  Bri« 
tilh  Dominions  ;  from  the  Abbe 
Raynai's  Philofophical  and  Poli- 
tical Hillory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans,  in 
the  Eaft  and  Wed-lndes;  tran^ 
fiated  by  J.  juflamond,  M.  A. 
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OVA  Scotia,  by    which  at 
prefent  is  underllood  all  the 


coaft  of  300  leagues  in  length,  in- 
cluded between  the  limits  of  New- 
England  and  the  fouth  coait  of  the 
river  St.  Laurence,  feemed  at  firft 
to  have  comprehended  only  the 
great  triangular  peninfula,  lying 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  this  fpace. 
This  peninfula,  which  the  French 
called  Acadia,  is  extremely  well 
fituated  for  the  fhips  which  CGm« 
from  the  Caribbee  iflands  to  water 
at.  It  has  a  number  of  excellent 
ports,  which  fhips  may  enter  and 
go  out  of  with  all  winds.  There 
is  a  great  quantity  of  cod  upon 
this  coaft,  and  ftill  more  upon 
fmall  banks  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  leagues.  The  foil,  which  is 
very  gravelly,  is  extremely  conve- 
nient for  drying  it ;  it  abcundi 
likewife  with  good  wOod,  and  land 
fit  for  feveral  forts  of  cultivation, 
and  is  extremely  well  fituated  for 
the  fur  trade  of  the  neighbouring 
continent.  Though  this  climate  is 
in  the  temperate  zone,  the  winters 
arc  long  and  fevere,  and  followed 
by  fudden  and  exceffive  heats,  to 
which  generally  fucceed  very  thick 
fogs,  that  laft  a  long  time.  Thefe 
circumilances  make  this  rather  a 
difagreeable  country,  though  it 
cannot  be  reckoned  an  unwhole- 
fome  one. 

It  was  in  1604  that  the  French 
fettled  in  Acadia,  four  years  be- 
fore they  had  built  the  fmalleft  hut 
in  Canada.  Inllead  of  fixing  to- 
wards the  ealt  of  the  peninfula, 
where  they  would  have  had  larger 
feas,  an  cafy  navigation,  and  plenty 
of  cod,  they  chole  a  fmall  bay,  af- 
terwards called  French  bay,  which 
had  none  of  thefe  advantages.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  they  were  invited 
by  the  beauty  of  Port  Royal,  where 
a  thoufand  Ihips  may  ride  in  fafety 
from   every   wind,  where  there  is 
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*n  excellent  bottom,  and  at 
limes  four  or  five  fathoms  of  wa- 
ter, and  eighteen  at  the  entrance. 
It  is  more  probable,  that  the  foun- 
ders of  this  colony  were  led  to  chufe 
this  fituation,  from  its  vicinity  to 
the  countries  abounding  in  furs,  of 
which  the  exclufive  trade  had  been 
granted  to  them.  This  conjecture 
is  confirmed  by  the  following  cir- 
cumflance:  that  both  the  firft  mo- 
nopolizers, and  thofe  who  fucceed- 
ed  them,  took  the  utmoll  pains  to 
divert  the  attention  of  their  coun- 
trymen, whom  an  unfettled  difpo- 
fition  or  neceffity  brought  into  thefe 
regions,  from  the  clearing  of  the 
woods,  the  breeding  of  cattle, 
£(hing,  and  every  kind  of  cul- 
ture ;  chufing  rather  to  engage  the 
induftry  of  thefe  adventurers  in 
hunting  or  in  trading  with  the 
favnges. 

The  mifchiefs  arifing  from  a  falfe 
fyftem  of  adminillration,  at  length 
difcovered  the  fatal  effefts  of  ex- 
clufive charters.  It  would  beincon- 
fiilent  with  truth  and  the  dignity 
of  hiftory  to  fay  that  this  happen- 
ed in  France  from  any  attention 
to  the  common  rights  of  the  na- 
tion, at  a  time  when  thefe  rights 
were  moft  openly  violated.  Thefe 
facred  rights,  which  only  can  fe- 
cure  the  fafety  of  the  people,  while 
they  give  a  fanAion  to  the  power 
of  kings,  were  never  known  in 
France.  But  in  the  moft  abfolute 
governments,  a  fpirit  of  ambition 
fometimes  eftcds  what  in  equitable 
and  moderate  ones  is  d  ne  from 
principles  of  juftice.  The  mini- 
ilers  of  Lewis  XIV,  who  wiihed 
by  making  their  mafter  refpedlable, 
to  rcfledl  fome  honours  on  them- 
felves,  perceived  that  they  (hould 
not  fucceed  without  the  fupport  of 
richej  ;  and  that  a  people  to  whom 
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nature  has  not  given  any  mines, 
cannot  acquire  wealth  but  by  agri- 
culture and  commerce  ;  both  thefe 
refources  had  been  hitherto  pre- 
cluded in  the  colonies  by  the  uni- 
verfal  rellraints  that  are  always  im- 
pofed,  when  the  government  in- 
terferes improperly  in  every  minute 
concern.  Thefe  impediments  were 
at  laft  removed  ;  but  Acadia  ei- 
ther knew  not  how,  or  was  not  able, 
to  make  ufe  of  this  liberty. 

This  colony  was  yet  in  its  ia- 
fancy,  when  the  fettlement  which 
has  hence  become  fo  famous  under 
the  name  of  New-England,  wa? 
firft  eftabliftied  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. The  rapid  fuccefs  of  the 
plantations  in  this  new  colony  did 
not  much  attrad  the  notice  c^  the 
French.  This  kind  of  profperity 
did  not  excite  any  jealoufy  betweca 
the  two  nations.  But  when  they 
began  to  fufpe£l  that  there  was 
likely  to  be  a  competition  for  the 
beaver  trade  and  furs,  they  en- 
deavoured to  fecure  to  themfelves 
the  fole  property  of  it,  and  were 
unfortunate  enough  to  fucceed. 

At  their  firft  arrival  at  Acadia, 
they  had  found  the  peninfula,  a« 
well  as  the  forefts  of  the  neigh- 
bouring continent,  peopled  with 
fmall  favage  nations,  who  went 
under  the  general  name  of  Abc- 
nakies.  Though  equally  fond  of 
war  as  other  favage  nations,  they 
were  more  fociable  in  their  man- 
ners. The  miifionaries  eafily  infi- 
nuating  themfelves  among  them, 
had  fo  far  inculcated  their  tenets, 
as  to  make  enthufiaftcj  of  them.  At 
the  fame  time  that  they  taugh^ 
them  their  religion,  they  infpire4 
them  with  that  hatred,  which  they 
themfelves  entertained  for  the  Eng- 
lifh  name.  This  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  their  new   worihip,  being 

that 
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that  which  made  the  ftrongeft  im-    riority  as  would  enable  her  to  dif- 
preflion    on    their  fenfes,  and    the    penfe    with  this  reUitution.     The 

only  one  that  favoured    their  paf-  end  of  the  war  on  account  of  the 

fion  for  war  ;  they  adopted  it  with  Spanifh  fuccefTion  brought  on   the 

all    the    rage   that  was  natural   to  decifive  moment;  and  the  court  of 

them.     They    not  only  refufed  to  Verfailles  was  for  ever  deprived  of 

make  any  kind  of  exchange  with  a  pofl'effion  of  which  it   had  never 

the  Englifh,  butalfo  frequently  at-  known  the  imponance. 
tacked  and  plundered  their  fetrle-         The  ardour  which    the  Englifli 

ments.  Their  attacks  became  more  had  (hewn  for  the  poffcffion  of  thi» 

frequent,  more  obltinate  and   more  territory  did  not  manifelt  itfelfaf- 

regular,  after  they  had  chofen  St.  .terwards  in  the  care  they  to  k  to 

Calleins,  form.erly  captain  of   the  maintain  or  to  impove  it.     Hav- 

regiment    of   Carignan,  for    their  ing  built  a  very  flight  fortification 

commanderj    who    was    fettled  a-  at  Port-Royal,  which    they  called 

mong  them,  had  married    one    of  Annapolis,   in    honour    of    queen 

their    women,  and    conformed    in  Anne,  they    contented    then.fclve* 

every    refped    lo    their    mode    of  with  putting  a  very   fmall  garrifon 

life.  in  it.     '1  he  indifference  (hewn  by 

When  the  Englifli  faw  that  all  the    government    was   adopted  by 

efforts  either  to  reconcile    the  fa-  thv^    nation,    a    circumftance    not 

vages,  or  to  deftroy  them  in   their  ufual  in  a  free  country.     Not  more 

forefts   were    ineffedual,  they  fell  than  five   or   fix    Fnglifli    families 

upon  Acadia,  which    they  looked  went  over    to    Acadia,  which   Hill 

upon  with  reafon  as  the  only  caufe  remained  inhabited  by  the  firfl  co- 

ofall  thefe  calamities.     Whenever  lonills  ;  who  were  only  perfuaded 

the    leaft    hoftillty  took  place  be-  to  Itay  upon   a  promife  made  them 

tween    the   two  mother  countries,  of  never  being  compelled  to  bear 

the  peninfula  was  attacked.     Un-  arms  againft  their  ancient  country, 

able  to  procure  any   afliftance  from  Suchvvas  the  attachment  which  the 

Canada,    on    account  of    its    dif-  French  then    had    for   the  honour 

tance,  and  having  but  a  feeble  de-  of  their  country.    C  herilhed  by  the 

fence    in    Port- Royal,  which    was  government,  refpedled    by  foreign 

only  furrounded  by  a  few  palifades,  nations,  and  attached  to  their  king 

it    was  conllantly    taken.     It   un-  by  a   feries  of   profperities  which 

doubtedly    afforded    fome  fatisfac-  had  rendered  their  name  illulirious 

tion    to    the    Nevv-Englanders,    to  and  aggrandized  their  power,  ihey 

ravage  this  colony  and  to  retard  its  pofl!efled  that  patriotic  fpirit  which 

progrefs ;     but    liill    this    was  not  is  the  effeCl  of  fuccefs.     They  ef- 

iufiicient  to  remove  the  fufpicions  teemed  it    an  honour  to  bear  the 

excited  by    a    nation  always  more  name    of   Frenchmen,  and    could 

formidable    by  what  flie  is  able  to  not  think  of    foregoing  the    title, 

do,  than   by  what  flie  really  does.  The   Acadians,  therefore,  who,  in 

Obliged  as  they  wtre,  however  un-  fubmitting    to    a    new  yoke,  had 

willingly,  to  reliore  cneir   conqueft  fworn   ntvrr  to  bf'ar  arms  againft 

at  each  treaty  of  peace,  they  wait-  their  former  Itandards,  were  called 

ed    with    impatience    till    Great-  the  French  neutrals. 
Britain  fliould  acquire  fuch  a  fuue* 

There 
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TKitre  were  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  of  them  fettled  in  the 
capital,  the  relt  were  difperfed  in 
the  neighbouring  country.  No  ma- 
girtrate  was  ever  appointed  to  rule 
over  them  ;  \and  they  were  never 
acquainted  with  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land. No  rents  or  taxes  of  any 
kind  were  ever  exacted  from  them. 
Their  new  /overeign  feemed  to 
have  forgotten  them ;  and  they 
were  equally  ftrangers  to  him. 

Hunting  and  fifhing,  which  had 
formerly  been  the  delight  of  the  co- 
lony, and  might  ftill  have  fupplied 
it  with  fubfi Hence,  had  no  further 
attraction  for  a  fimple  and  quiet 
people,  and  gave  way  to  agricul- 
ture. It  had  been  begun  in  the 
marfhes  and  the  low  lands,  by  re- 
pelling the  fea  and  rivers,  which 
covered  thefe  plains,  with  dikes. 
Thefe  grounds  yielded  fifty  times 
as  much  as  before,  and  afterwards 
fifteen  or  twenty  times  as  much  at 
leall.  Wheat  and  oats  fuccecded 
befl:  in  them,  but  ihey  likewife 
produced  rye,  barley,  and  maize. 
There  were  alfo  potatoes  in  great 
plenty,  the  ufe  of  which  was  be- 
come common. 

At  the  fame  time  the  immenfe 
meadows  were  covered  with  nu- 
merous flocks.  Sixty  thoufand  head 
of  horned  cattle  were  computed 
there  ;  and  moll  of  the  families 
had  feveral  horfei,  though  th^  til- 
lage was  carried  on  by  oxen.  The 
habitations,  built  entirely  with 
wood,  were  extremely  convenient, 
and  furnilhed  as  neatly  as  a  fub- 
ftantial  farmer's  houfe  in  Europe. 
The  pcbple  bred  a  great  deal 
of  poultry  of  all  kinds,  which 
made  a  variety  in  their  food,  which 
was  in  general  wholefome  and 
plentiful.  Their  common  drink 
was  beer  ahd  cyder,  to  which  they 
Vol.  XIX. 


fometimes  added  rum.  Their  ufua 
cloathing  was  in  general  the  pro- 
duce of  their  own  flax,  or  the 
fleeces  of  their  own  (heep.  With 
thefe  thpy  made  com.mon  linens 
and  coarfe  cloths.  If  any  of  them 
had  any  inclination  for  articles  of 
greater  luxury,  they  procured  them 
from  Annapolis  or  Louilbourg,  and  . 
gave  in  exchange  corn,  cattle,  or 
furs. 

The  neutral  French  had  no 
other  at-ticles  to  difpofe  of  among 
their  neighbours,  and  made  ftill 
fewer  exchanges  among  themielvcs, 
becaufe  each  feparate  family  was 
able  and  had  been  uftd  to  provide 
for  its  wants.  They,  therefore, 
knew  nothing  of  paper  currency, 
which  was  fo  common  throughout 
the  reft  of  North- America.  Even 
the  fmall  quantity  of  ff^ecie  which 
had  llolen  into  the  colony  did  not 
promote  that  circulation  which  is 
the  greatell  advantage  that  can  be 
derived  from  it. 

Their  manners  were  of  courfe 
extremely  fimnle.  There  never 
was  a  caufe  either  civil  or  criminal 
of  importinct^  enough  to  be  car- 
ried before  the  court  of  judicature 
eftablifbed  at  Annapolis.  What- 
ever little  differences  arofe  from 
time  to  time  among  them  were 
amicably  adjured  by  their  elders. 
All  their  public  afts  were  drawn 
by  their  pallors,  who  had  likewife 
the  keeping  of  their  wills,  for 
which  and  their  religious  fervices 
the  inhabitri'its  paid  a  twentyfe- 
venth  part  df  their  harvefts. 

Thefe  were  plentiful  enough  to 
fupply  mOi^'e  than  a  fufBcicncy  to 
fulfil  every  aft  of  liberality.  Real 
mifery  was  entirely  unknown,  and 
benevolence  prevented  the  demands 
of  poverty.  Every  misfortune  was 
relieved  as  it  were,  before  it  could 
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be  felt ;  and  good  was  univerfally 
difpenfed  without  ollentation  on 
the  part  of  the  giver,  and  without 
humiliating  the  perfon  who  receiv- 
ed. Thefe  people  were  in  fhert  a 
fociety  of  brethren,  ev>ery  indivi- 
dual of  which  was  equally  ready 
to  give  and  10  receive  what  he 
thought  the  common  right  of  man- 
kind. 

So  perfe^  a  harmony  naturally 
prevented  all  thofe  connedions  of 
gallantry  which  are  (o  often  fatal 
to  the  peace  of  families.  There 
never  was  an  in  (lance  in  this  fo- 
ciety of  an  unlawful  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  fexes.  This  evil 
was  prevented  by  early  marriages ; 
for  no  one  pafled  his  youth  in  a 
Hate  of  celibacy.  As  foon  as  a 
young  man  came  to  the  proper 
age,  the  community  built  him  a 
houfe,  broke  up  the  lands  about 
it,  fowed  them,  and  fupplied  him 
with  all  the  ncceffai-ies  of  life  for 
a  twelvemonth.  Here  he  received 
the  partner  whom  he  had  chofen, 
and  who  brought  him  her  portion 
in  flocks.  This  new  family  grew 
and  profpered  like  the  others.  In 
I74g,  they  all  together  amounted" 
to  eighteen  ihoufand  fouls. 

At  this  period  Great-Britain 
.perceived  of  what  confequence  the 
polfeflion  of  Acadia  might  be  to 
her  commerce.  The  peace,  which 
neceffarily  left  a  great  number  of 
men  without  employment,  furnifti- 
cd  an  opportunity,  by  the  difband- 
ing  of  the  troops,  for  peopling 
and  cultivating  a  vaft  and  fertile 
territory.  The  Britilh  miniftry 
offered  particular  advantages  to  all 
perfons  who  chofe.  to  go  over  and 
fettle  in  Acadia.  Every  foldier, 
failor,  a&d  workman  was  to  have 


fifty  acres  of  land  for  himfelf,  and 
ten    for    every    perfon   he   carried 
over  in  his  family.     All  non-com- 
miiTioned   officers  were  allowed  80 
for    themfelves,  and   15   for    their 
wives  and  children  ;  enfigns  200  ; 
lieutenants     50c;    captains    460; 
and  all  officers  of  a  higher    rank 
600  ;   together  with  30  for  each  of 
their  dependents.     The  land  was 
to    be    tax    free    for    the   firfl  ten 
years,    and    never    to    pay    above 
one    livre,  two    fols,  fix  deniers* 
for  fifty  acres.      Befides  this,  the 
government    engaged    to    advance 
or  reimburfe  the  expences  of  paf- 
fage,  to    build    houfes,  to  furnifh 
all    the    neceflary  inilruments  for 
fifhery  or  agriculture  ;  and  to  de- 
fray the  expences  of  fubfiftence  for 
the  firit  year.      Thefe  encourage- 
ments determined  three    thoufand 
feven  hundred  .and  fifty  perfons,  in 
the  month  of  May  17^19,  to  go  to 
America,  rather  than  run  therifque 
of  ftarving  in  Europe. 

It  was  intended  that  thefe  new 
inhabitants  fhould  form  a  fettle- 
ment  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Acadia, 
in  a  place  which  the  favages  for- 
merly called  Chebu61o,  and  the 
Englilb  Kallifax.  '^I'his  fuuation 
was  preferred  to  feveral  others 
where  the  foil  was  better,  for  the 
fake  of  ellabliibing  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood an  excellent  cod  fifliery, 
and  fortifying  one  of  the  fineil 
harbours  in  America.  But  as  it  was 
the  part  of  the  country  moll  fa- 
vourable for  the  chace,  the  Eng- 
lifti  were  obliged  to  difpute  it  with 
the  Micmac  Indians,  by  whom  it 
was  moll  frequented.  Thefe  fa- 
vages defended  with  obftinacy  a 
territory  they  held  from  nature  ; 
and   it  was  not  without  very  great 
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lolTes  t)i«it  the  Englifh  drove  them 

out  from  their  poffeflions. 

1  nis    war    was    not  entirely  fi- 
nlfhed,    when    i'ome    diilurbances 
began    to    break    out    among  the 
neutral    French.      Thefe    people, 
whofe  manners  were  fo  fimple  and 
who  er.joyed  fuch  liberty,  had  al- 
ready  perceived   that    their    inde- 
pendence   mull    necelFarily    fufter 
fome     encroachments     from     any 
power  that  (hould  turn  its  views  to 
the  countries  they  inhabited.     To 
this  apprehenfion  was  added  that 
of  feeing  their  religion  in  danger. 
Their  prieft-,  either  heated  by  their 
own  enthufialm,    or    fecrerly    in- 
ftigatcd  by  the  governors  of   Ca- 
nada, made  them   believe  all  they 
chofe  to  fay  againit   the    Englifh, 
whom   they  calJed   heretics.     This 
word,  which  has  fo  powerful  an  in- 
fluence on  deluded  minds,   deter- 
mined   this    happy  American  co- 
lony to  quit  their  habitations  and 
remove    to    New    France,    where 
lands  were  otfered  them.  This  re- 
folution    many   of   them  executed 
immediately,   without    confidering 
the  confequences   of  it;     the    reil 
were   preparing  to  follow  as   foon 
as    they    had    provided    for    their 
fafety.     The  Englilh  government, 
eiti^er  from    policy   or  caprice,  de- 
termined to    prevent    them  by  an 
aft  of  treachery,  always  bafe  and 
cruel  in  thofe  whofe  power   gives 
them  an   opportunity  of  purfuing 
milder    methovis.       Under   a  pre- 
tence of  exacting  a  renewal  of  the 
oath  which  they  had  taken  at  the 
•time    of    their    becoming  Engliih 
fubjcfts,    they    called   together  all 
;lhe    remaining    inhabitants,    and 
«^ut  them  on  board  of  fhip.     They 
were  c  nveyed  to  the  other  Engliih 
.colonic >,  where  the    greater    part 
^f  them  died  of   grief  and  vexa- 
tion rather  than  want. 


Such  are  the  effects  of  national 
jealoufies,  and  of  the  rapacioufnefa 
of  government,  to  which  men  as 
well  as  their  property  become  a 
prey.  What  our  enemies  lofe  is 
reckoned  an  advantage,  what  they 
gain  is  looked  upon  .as  a  lofs. 
When  a  town  cannot  be  taken,  it 
is  llarved ;  when  it  cannot  be  kept, 
it  is  burnt  to  afhes,  or  its  found- 
ations rafed.  A  (hip  or  a  fortified 
town  is  blown  up,  rather  than  the 
failors,  or  the  garrifon  will  fur- 
render.  A  defpotic  government  fe- 
parates  its  enemies  from  its  Haves 
by  immenfe  deferts,  to  prevent  the 
irruptions  of  the  one,  and  the  emi- 
grations of  the  other.  Thus  it  is 
that  Spain  has  rather  cholen  to 
make  a  wildernefs  of  her  own 
country,  and  a  grave  of  America, 
than  to  divide  its  riches  with  any 
other  of  the  European  nations. 
The  Dutch  have  been  guilty  cf 
every  public  and  private  crime  to 
deprive  other  commercial  nations 
of  the  fpice  trade.  They  have 
frequently  thrown  whole  cargoes 
into  the  fea,  rather  than  they 
would  fell  them  ^t  a  low  price. 
France  rather  chofe  to  give  up 
Louifiana  to  the  Spaniards,  than 
to  let  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Engliih  ;  and  England  deftroye^ 
the  neutral  French  inhabitants  of 
Acadia  to  prevent  their  returning 
to  France.  Can  we  aiTert  after 
this  that  policy  and  fociety  were 
inlUtuted  for  the  bappinefs  of  man- 
kind ?  Yes:  they  were  initituted 
to  fcreen  the  vyi<;ls:cd,  And  to  fecur/e 
the  powerful. 

Since  the  emigration  of  a  peo- 
ple who  owed  their  happindfs  {p 
their  virtuous  obfcurity.  Nova 
Scotia  has  been  but  thinly  inhabit- 
ed. The  fame  rage  which  depo- 
pulated the  country,  fcems  to  have 
blalled  it.   At  Jcalt  the  puniflijncnt 
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of  the  injufticc  falls  upon  the  au- 
thors of  it;  for  there  is  not  a  Tin- 
gle inhabitant  to  be  feen  uj^on  all 
that  length  of  coaft  between  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  penin- 
fula  ;  neither  is  it  probable,  from 
the  number  of  rocks,  fands,  and 
morafles  which  cover  it  at  prefent, 
that  it  ever  will  be  peopled.  The 
cod,  indeed,  which  abounds  in 
fome  of  its  bays,  invites  every 
year  a  fmall  number  of  iiftiermen 
during  the  feafon. 


Singular  Ad'ventures  of  a  German 
Frince/s,  Confort  of  Alexis,  the 
unfortunsLte  Son  of  the  Czar  Peter 
the  Great;  by  Crito. 

SIR, 

1HAVE  juft  met  with  a  French 
paper,  containing  a  ftory  fo 
very  fingular  that  I  cannot  help 
telling  it  ^o  you. — A  Princefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  aunt  to 
the  prefent  reigning  Duke,  and  of 
the  prefent  Emprefs  Queen,  was 
married  to  the  fon  of  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Great.  This  wretch 
(who  you  know  was  fuch  a  brute 
that  his  father 'at  length  put  him 
to  death)  treated  her  fo  very  ill 
that  flie  determined  to  leave  him. 
Accordingly,  having  engaged  four 
perfons  in  her  confidence,  ftie  cau- 
sed it  to  be  given  out  that  fhe  was 
dead,  and  made  her  efcape  into 
France  in  the  year  171 5.  Fearing 
to  be  difcovered  there,  fhe  em- 
barked with  a  colony  which  was 
going  to  Louifiana,  where  fhe 
hoped  to  live  concealed,  but  was 


found  out  by  a  ferjeant,  who  had 
been  formerly  fent  from  France  as 
a  courier  to  Peterfburgh.  To  en- 
gage him  to  fecrecy  ihe  married 
him,  and  went  with  him  to  the 
ifle  of  Bourbon.  In  1752  (he  was 
obliged  to  return  with  her  hulband 
into  France,  where  fhe  was  difco- 
vered in  the  Thuilleries  by  Mar- 
flial  Saxe,  whom  flie  prevailed  on 
to  keep  the  fecret ;  and  he  procur- 
ed her  hufband,  whofe  name  was 
Maldac,  the  majority  of  the  ifle 
of  Bourbon.  Here  fhe  refided  till 
the  year  1759,  when,  having  buried 
her  hufbana  and  child,  (he  return- 
ed to  Europe,  and  landed  at  Co- 
runna,  from  thence  came  into 
France,  and  took  a  ready-furni(h« 
ed  lodging,  and  had  no  other  at- 
tendant but  one  Negro  woman. 
She  brought  hills  in  her  hu(band'8 
name  upon  the  French  Eaft-India 
company,  but,  from  the  difficulty 
of  proving  her  relation  to  him, 
could  not  get  them  paid.  A  perfon 
whom  (he  had  known  in  the  ifle 
of  Bourbon,  and  who  had  always 
fufpe<5led  her  to  be  of  a  fuperior 
rank,  ofl'ered  her  his  affiilance, 
which  (he  Td\x(td.  About  two 
months  fince  (he  difappeared. 
The  evening  before  fhe  went 
away,  (he  had  been  at  a  banker's, 
and  received  a  bag  full  of  gold. 
She  gave  her  Negro  her  liberty, 
and  300  louis  d'ors,  and  furnifhed 
her  with  means  to  return  to  her 
own  country.  She  confelTed  to 
the  gentleman  who  had  offered 
her  his  a(ril^ance  who  (he  was, 
and  it  is  from  him  that  the 
French  letter-writer  had  his  ac- 
count,    She  is  about  67  *,  and  has 
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♦  «  The  Czarowitz  Alexis  was  married  to  the  Prlncefs  of  Wolfenhuttle^ 
fiftef  to  the  confort  of  Charles  VI.  Emperor  of  Germany,  October  23, 
•J7TI,"  fays  Voltaije  ;  fo  that  if  the.  above  acC'Unt  he  true,  this  lady  muft  at 
{raft  be  ten'  ycai's  older  than  here  iei>rcfentcd,ii  being  now  64.  years  fmce  her 
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<o  noble  an  air,  that  in  all  the  fitu- 
ations  in  which  Ihe  has  appeared, 
it  was  always  impofiible  to  approach 
her  without  refped.  She  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  now  a:  the  court  of 
BruniV'ick,  with  her  nephew,  the 
reigning  duke. 

This  llory  is  pofitively  affirmed 
to  be  true  ;  I  will  not  vouch  for 
its  being  fo,  thoAJgh  1  think  there 
is  a  fimplicity  in  the  narration, 
which  gives  it  that  appearance. 
:At  all  events  it  is  remarkable 
enough  to  be  amufing 

C  R  I  T  O. 

[This  fame  lady,  if  we  miftake 
not,  was.faid,  a  few  years  ago,  to 
be  at  or  near  Huntingdon,  and 
was  much  noticed  in  that  neigh- 
boarhood.  Any  of  our  readers 
who  remember  any  particulars  of 
her,  will  oblige  us  by  communi- 
cating them.]    Gent,  Mag. 


A  Sketch  ofthi  Charatler  of  the  late 
George  /^crrf' Lyttelton. 

FE  W  charaflcrs,  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  this  country, 
ever  united  fo  many  rare,  valuable, 
and  amiable  qualities,  as  that  of 
the  late  Lord  Lytielton. 

Whether  we  confider  thi$  great 
man  in  public  or  private  life,  we 
are  juilified  in  affirming,  that  he 
abounded  in  virtues  not  barely 
fufficient  to  create  reverence  and 
elleem,  bqt  to  infure  him  the  love 
ud  admiration  of  all  who  knew 
liim.  Look  upon  him  as  a  ilatef- 
man,  and  a  public  man  ;  where 
P.iall  we  find  another,  who  always 


m-irriige,     Voltaire  add 
necedaries,  and   d'ptivfd  „.    „..   v 
flud  at  ialt  of  giicf,  Nov.  i,  17x5. 


thought  right  and  meant  well,  and 
who  fo  feldom  afted  wrong,  or  was 
mifled  or  miltakea  in  his  mini- 
llerial,  or  fenatorial  conduft  ?  Look 
upon  his  lordlhip  in  the  humbler 
fcene  of  private  and  domeftic  life  ; 
and  if  thou  hadll  the  pleafure  of 
knowing  him,  gentle  reader,  point 
out  the  breaft,  warm  or  cold,  that 
fo  copioufly  abounded  with  every 
gift  and  acquirement  which  indul- 
gent nature  could  bellow,  or  the 
tutored  mind  improve  and  refine, 
to  win  and  captivate  mankind. 

His  perfonal  accomplilhments, 
and  the  fweetnefs  and  pliability 
of  his  temper,  which  accompanied 
and  fwayed  them,  always  recalled 
to  my  memory,  that  line  of  his 
own,  only  varying  the  fex ;  his 
•*  Wit  was  nature  by  the  graces 
dreil."  —  His  affability  and  conde- 
fcenfion  to  thofe  below  him,  was 
not  the  effeft  of  art,  or  conllrained 
politenefs,  didated  by  the  hack- 
neyed flerile  rules  of  decorum  and 
good-breeding  :  no  :  the  benevo- 
lence of  his  heart  pervaded  the 
whole  man  ;  it  illuminated  his 
countenance,  it  foftened  his  ac- 
cents, it  mixed  itfelf  with  his  de- 
meanor, and  gave  evidence  at 
once  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart, 
and  the  foundnefs  of  his  under- 
Handing. 

To  fuch  as  were  honoured  with 
his  friendfhip  and  his  intimacy,  his 
kindnefs  was  beyond  example  j  h« 
Ibared  at  once  his  afFedlions  and 
his  intererts  among  his  friends,  and 
towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
when  his  ability  to  ferve  them 
ceafed,  he  felt  only  for  thofe  who 
depended  on  him  for  their  future 

Is,    '<  The  pnncefs,  defpifed,  [ill-treated,  wanting  even 
d  of  all  comfort,  pined  away    iu   dilappointment,  and 


C3 


advanc«mcQt 


22  _    ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


advancement  in  life.  The  un- 
bounded authority  he  poffefTed  over 
them  was  eflablifhed  in  parental 
dominion,  nor  in  the  cold,  haughty, 
fuperciiious  fuperiority  of  a  mere 

patron. Among  this  latter  de- 

fcription,  the  author  of  the  prefent 
rude  outline  is  proud  of  ranking 
himfelf,  and  is  happy  in  recollect- 
ing, that  he  obeyed,  or  rather  an- 
ticipated, the  wilhes  of  his  noble 
friend,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
with  morechearfulnefs  and  alacrity 
than  he  would  in  executing  even 
the  confidential  mandates  of  the 
greeted  monarch  or  minifter  in 
Chriftendom. 

His  lordfliip's  acquaintance  with 
men  and  books  was  accurate  and 
cxtenfive.  His  ftudies  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life  iriuft  have  been 
well  direded,  and  his  tafte  re- 
markably judicious,  for  no  perfon 
e\er  lived  who  was  lefs  tindured 
with  the  vulgar  morofenefs,  and 
felf- conceited  air  of  a  pedant,  nor 
with  the  affedlation  and  frivolity 
of  that  rank  in  life,  which  his 
birth,  fortune,  and  fituation,  ren- 
dered cultomary  and  familiar  to 
him. 

He  was  perfedlly  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  works  of  the 
moll  celebrated  writers  of  antiquity 
in  verfe  and  profe.  His  memory 
was  flocked  with  the  mod  ftriking 
palfages  contained  in  them  ;  but 
he  never  indulged  nor  gave  way 
to  the  Itrong  impreffions  they  had 
ftamped  on  his  mind,  but  to  gra- 
tify his  confidential  friends.  When- 
ever he  con  fen  ted  to  their  entrea- 
ties, his  allufioas  were  judicioufly 
feledled,  and  applied  with  the  moft 
confummaie  propriety.  His  lan- 
guage was  manly,  nervous,  and 
technical.  It  was  fuited  to  the 
perfonal  rank,  knowledge,  and  dif- 


pofition  of  thofe  he  converfcd 
with  ;  by  which  means  he  ren- 
dered himfelf  agreeable  and  intel- 
ligible to  every  perfon,  whom 
chance,  amufement,  or  bufinefs, 
threw  in  his  way. 

His  difcernment  of  fpirits,  the 
term  which  the  late  Lord  Boling- 
broke  fubilitutes  for  the  familiar 
phrafe  of  knowing  mankind,  was 
no  lefs  confpicuous,  when  he 
thought  proper  to  exert  it  with 
lleadinefs  and  vigour;  but  unfor- 
tunately for  his  own  domeftic  peace, 
it  was  extremely  difiicult  to  roufc 
him.  He  trufted  too  much  to  the 
reprefentations  of  others,  and  was 
always  ready  to  leave  the  labour 
of  difcriminating  charadlers,  to 
thofe  who  too  often  found  an  inte- 
reft  in  deceiving  him.  Though 
his  fteadinefs  of  principle,  pene- 
tration, and  juftnefs  of  reflc<flion, 
might  be  well. ranked  in  the  fird 
clafs,  thofe  talents  were  in  a  great 
meafure  effedually  lofl,  becaufe  his 
employments  and  purfuits  as  a 
public  man,  his  amufements  as  a 
man  of  tade  and  fcience,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  avo- 
cations as  a  writer,  fo  totally  en- 
grofled  his  attention^  that  he  en- 
tirely neglefted  his  private  affairs, 
and  in  a  variety  of  indances  fell  a, 
prey  to  private  rapine  and  literary, 
impofition.  This  was  the  joint 
efFedl  of  native  indolence,  and  a 
certain  incurable  abfence  of  mind. 
To  diOw  that  his  want  of  difcri- 
mination  was  not  native,  but  that 
the  power  of  knowing  thofe  he 
communicated  with,  was  rendered 
to  fome  purpofe  ufelefs,  becaufe  it 
was  not  employed,  a  dronger  proof 
need  not  be  given, than^his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  court,  as  exhi- 
bited in  parties,  and  the  feveral  in- 
dividuals who  compofed  them.    He 
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could  tell   the    political  value   of 
almoft  every  veteran  courtier,    or 
candidate  for  power.    He  could  de- 
velope  their  latent  views ;  he  could 
foretell  theirchangeofconduft.  He 
forefaw  the  eiFed  of  fuch  and  fuch 
combinations,  the   motives   which 
formed  them,  the  principles  which 
held   them  together,  and  the  pro< 
bable    date    of    their   diflblution. 
Whenever  he  was  impofed  on,  it 
*vas  through  the  want  of  attention, 
not  of  parts  ;    or  from  a  kind  of 
fettled  opinion,  that  men  of  com- 
mon   plain    underllandings,     and 
good    reputation,    would     hardly 
rifque  folid  advantages  in  purfuit 
of  unlawful  gain  ;  which  laft  might 
^-ventually  be   accompanied    with 
lois  of   charader,  as   well   as    the 
objeft    propofed    to    be   attained. 
Whatever   plaufibility   there    may 
appear  in  this  mode  of  reafoning, 
experience  frequently  informed  his 
lordfhip,  that  it  was  not  to  be  de- 
pended on.     He  was  plundered  by 
his  fervants,  deceived  by  his  hum- 
ble companions,  mifled  by  his  con- 
iidants  and  impofed  on  by  feveral 
of  thofe  whom  he  patronized.     He 
felt  the  efFeds  of  all  this,  in   his 
family,  in   his  finances,  and  even 
in  the  rank  he  fnould   have  pre- 
ferved.     Thofe  who  were  not  ac- 
quainted with   the  folidity  of  his 
judgment,    the    acutenefs    of    his 
wit,  the  brilliancy  and  julinefs  of 
his  thoughts,  the  depth  of  his  pe- 
netration, and  with   the   amazing 
extent  of  his  genius,  were  apt  to 
confound  the  confequences  of  his 
coududl,  with  the  powers  and  re- 
fources  of  his  mind.     If  his  lord- 
fhip  remained    out   of  place,   on 
principle,  the  ignorant  inclined  to 
afcribe  this  feeming  court  profcrip- 
tion   to  fimplicity  or  want  of  ta- 
lents.    If  he  did  not  fupport  his 


rank  with  that  odentatlous  fplen« 
dor  now  become  fo  faftiionable,  the 
world  was  ready  to  impute  it  to  a 
want  of  GEConomy,  or  a  want  of 
fpirit;  but  in  all  thofe  conjectures 
and  conclufionci,  the  world  w-ere 
much  miftaken  and  mifled.  He 
had  frequent  offers,  fome  of  them 
the  molt  flattering,  to  take  a  part 
in  adminiilration ;  but  he  uni- 
formly rejected  them.  His  man- 
ner of  living  at  his  feat  at  Hagley 
was  founded  on  the  trueft  princi- 
ples of  hofpitality,  politenefs,  and 
fociety;  and  as  to  money,  he  knew 
no  other  ufe  of  it  but  to  anfwer  his 
own  immediate  calls,  or  to  enable 
him  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
others. 

When  the  author  of  this  {ketch 
firft  fat  down  to  delineate  fome  of 
the  outlines  of  the  charailer  of  this 
truly  great  and  amiable  man,  it 
was  his  intention  to  havefaid  fome- 
thing  of  his  lordfliip  as  a  politician, 
flatefman,  orator,  hirtorian,  and  a 
writer  of  tafte  and  genius,  ab- 
Ilraded  from  his  more  deep  and 
ferious  purfuits  and  itudies.  A  va- 
riety of  difficulties  threw  them- 
felves  in  the  way,  befides  the  mere 
want  of  abilities,  or  fufficient  de- 
tailed information.  For  though 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  hislordfliip 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and 
was  no  ftranger  to  his  political 
fentiments,  he  found  himfelf  in  a. 
great  meafure  deprived  of  thofe 
lights  necefl*ary  to  explain  his  firlt 
connection  at  Carleton-Hcufe.  with 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  father  to 
his  prefent  Majeily  ;  his  retreat 
from  thence,  and  union  with  the 
Pelhams,  and  his  final  retreat  from 
court,  under  the  admin'flration  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  now  Earl  of  Lhatham. 
Thefe  are  points  well  worth 
C  4  knowing  I 
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knowing:  and,  to  draw  his  lord- 
fhip*s  charader  even  in  miniature 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  pre- 
cirion,areabrolute]yneceirary.  An- 
other motive  Itill  llronger,  though 
a  compound  of  the  preceding  rea- 
fons,  which  forbids  the  attempt,  is, 
that  the  author  was  informed  from 
good  authority,  that  a  lady  (Mrs. 
M — n — e)  no  lefs  famed  for  her 
line  tafle  and  mafculine  underftand- 
mg,  than  for  every  virtue  that  ren- 
ders the  fex  elUmable  and  truly 
amiable,  intended,   or  more  trulv 


THE  truth  cf  the  following 
particulars,  which  are  in  th« 
hand  writing  of  my  mother,  whofa 
grand-father  was  brother  to  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton's  mother,  may  be 
depended  on.  She  made  thefe  me- 
morandums for  the  information  of 
her  children  :  her  words  are  thefe  : 
**  Hannah  Afcough  was  younger 
iifter  of  the  late  Mr,  Afcough,  my 
father's  father.  She  married  a  Mr. 
Newton  of  Colfworth,  not  far  from 
Grantham  in  Lincolnftiire,  who  had 
anellateof  about  120I.  per  annum, 


fpeaking,  was  folicited  by  fome  of    which  he  kept  in   his  own  hands 


his  lordfhip's  neareft  friends,  to 
take  the  execution  cf  the  pleafingly 
mournful  talk  on  herfelf,  upon  a 
full  and  extenfive  plan.  Being 
convinced  that  no  one  knew  the 
late  Lord  Lyttelton  in  every  diffe- 
rent light  he  Ihone,  or  Ihared  more 
of  his  confidence  and  friendftiip, 
than  the  lady  alluded  to,  the  au- 
thor of  this  rude,  haily  attempt, 
here  lays  down  his  pen,  in  expe^- 
ation  that  the  lady  will  either  pro- 
mife  to  oblige  the  world,  or  will 
ftirnifli  him  with  fuch  materials  as 
may  be  the  means  of  bringing  for- 
ward the  charafter  of  this  noble- 
man, and  making  his  abilities  as 
)vell  known,  and  his  public  virtues 
as  much  revered,  as  his  genius  was 
penetrating,  his  mind  liberal,  his 
Jieart  benevolent,  his  perception 
clear,  his  jodgment  found,  and  his 
knowledge  extenfiye. 


and  occupied  himfelf.  She  had  by 
him  ohe  fon  called  Ifaac  ;  her  bro- 
ther, my  grandfather,  who  lived 
near  her,  direded  her  in  all  affairs, 
(after  the  death  of  Mr.  Newton) 
put  her  fon  to  fchool  at  Grantham, 
to  a  \try  good  mafter,  Mr.  Stokes. 
When  he  had  finifned  his  fchool 
learning,  his  mother  took  him 
home,  intending,  as  fhe  had  no 
other  child,  to  have  the  pleafure  of 
his  company,  and  that  he,  as  his 
father  had  done,  ihould  occupy  his 
,ovvn  efiate;  but  his  mind  was  fo 
bent  upon  his  improving  in  learn- 
ing, that  my  grandfather  prevailed 
upon  her  to  part  from  him,  and 
fne  fent  him  to  Trinity-College* 
in  Cambridge,  where  her  brother, 
having  hirafelf  been  a  member  of 
it,  had  flill  many  friends.  Ifaac  was 
foon  taken  notice  of  by  Dr.  Ifaac 
Barrow,  who  obferving  his  bright 
genius,  contra(5led  a  great  friend- 
fhip  for  him  ;  indeed  he  became 
fo  eminent  for  his  learning,  joined 
with  his  fingular  modefty,  that  he 
was  courted  to  accept  the  honours 


Nenxj  Anecdotes  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
ly  L  H.  a  Gentleman  of  his  Mo' 
ther's  Family, 

*  It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  what  ha*;  been  aflerteJ  of  Sir  Ifaac  having 
\ittx\  fent  to  tlic  }iniverlity  by  the  pecuniary  aid  of  fdme  neighbouring  ejentle- 
mtn,  is  at  all  true.  It  certainly  wa-?  not  neceffary-.  His  mother  had  fufficient  j 
fo  had  his  uncfe.  I  therefore  fufpefl  iheie  mult  have  been  fome  mifinforma- 
^ion  as  to  this  point ;  a  point,  however,  of  no  importance, 

V      after- 
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afterwards  conferred  upon  him,  on 
the  calling  in  of  the  coin,  and  the 
neceflity  of  a  new  coinage.  He 
was  unwillingly  brought  from  the 
univerfity  into  the  bufy  part  of  the 
world — his  great  averfion  ;  but  by 
his  great  judgment,  and  ftrid  in- 
tegrity, he  faved  the  nation  at  that 
time,  on  that  occaiion,  8o,oool. 
as  I  have  had  related  by  thofe  who 
well  knew  the  affair,  and  alfo  from 
himfelf. 

**  Sir  Ifaac's  mother,  after  her 
/on  went  to  Cambridge,was  courted 
by  a  rich  old  batchelor,  who  had 
a  good  eltate  and  living  near  her, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Smith ; 
but  (he  fettled  fome land  upon  Ifaac, 
before  marriage.  She  had  by,  this 
omith,  one  fon  and  two  daughters  ; 
thefe  married  and  had  defcendants, 
to  all,  or  many  of  whom.  Sir  Ifaac, 
when  his  fortune  increafed,  was 
kind  and  munificent ;  giving  to 
one  5C0I.  to  another  an  eftate  of 
4000 1.  or  thereabouts,  to  make  up 
a  lofs,  occafioned  by  the  imprudent 
marriage  of  one  of  them,  and  to 
prevent  a  law-fuit  among  them- 
iplves.  This  was  done  many  years 
before  bis  death.  He  had  a  half- 
fitter,  who  had  a  daughter  to  whom 
he  gave  the  bet  of  educations,  the 
famovjs  witty  Mifs  Barton,  who 
married  Mr.  Conduit*,  of  the  mint, 
who  fucceeded  Sir  Ifaac  in  the 
mint,  and  is  buried  at  the  well 
door  of  Wertminfter- Abbey,  leav- 
ing only  one  daughter,  married  to 
the  eldell  fon  of  Lord  Lyniington. 
Sir  Ifaac  bought  an  ellale  of  about 
feventy  or  eighty  pounds  a  year, 
and  gave  it  Mifs  Coiiduit,  (then 
very  young)  before  he  died.  He 
was  kind  to  all  th*  Afcoughs,  and 
generous  and   munificent  to  fuch 


(of  them)  whofe  imprudence  had 
made  his  aflirtance  neceflary  :  to 
one  of  them  he  gave  800I.  to  ano- 
ther 200 1.  to  another  lool.  and 
many  other  fums ;  and  other  en- 
gagements did  he  enter  into  alfo 
for  them.  He  was  ;he  ready  affift- 
ant  of  all  who  were  any  way  related 
to  him,  to  their  children,  and 
grand-children.  He  made  no  will  j 
his  paternal  eftate  of  120I.  a-year 
went  to  a  diftant  relation  of  his 
grandfather  Newton  ;  he  had  n9 
relations  on  that  fide,  his  father 
nor  himfelf  had  no  brother  nor 
filler.  He  is  faid  never  to  have 
fold  the  copies  of  any  (of  his) 
books,  publilhed  in  his  life-time, 
but  gave  them  freely  to  the  book- 
feller.  He  was  generous  to  his 
fervants,  and  had  no  love  of  riches, 
though  he  died  worth  30,000!. 
which  fell  to  three  of  his  half-bro- 
ther Smith's  children,  three  of  his 
half-filler  Pilkington's,  and  his 
half-fifter  Barton's  two  daughters: 
all  thefe  furvived  Sir  Ifaac. 

*'  He  was  a  perfon  of  very  little 
expence  upon  himfelf;  kept  a 
handfome,  genteel,  coniiant  table, 
never  above  three  men  and  three 
women  fervants  ;  towards  his  latter 
end,  when  he  could  not  ufe  a  cha- 
riot, only  a  chair,  he  kept  but 
two  men  fervants;  he  was  exceed- 
ingly bountiful  and  charit«ble  (not 
only)  to  relations,  but  to  acquaint- 
ance, or  perfonswell  recommended, 
and  to  ingenious  perfons,  in  any 
ufeful  art  or  fcience." 

Thus  far  the  extraifl  of  the  fa- 
mily papers. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  true 
tliat  ever  he  became  embecille  ;  he 
did  not,  or  would  not  recolledl  the 
folution  of  many  of  hi&  problems 


•  Author  of  a  trcatife  on  the  gold  and  filver  coin. 
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€>f  former  years ;  and  perhaps  the 
ill  treatment  he  had  met  with  from 
fome  foreigners,  made  him  rather 
fhy,  towards  the  laft,  of  entering 
into  the  difcuffion  of  any  matters 
about  which  a  difpuie  might  ari(e  ; 
but  I  know  that  he  converfed  with 
aiy  aunt,  in  whofe  arms  he  died, 
and    with   others,  like   any  other 
reafonable  man,  to  the  laft  day  of 
his  death,  and  on  that  day  read  the 
mews-paper :  but  I  lately  met  with 
a  letter  of  the  late  Dr,  Pearce,  Bi- 
ihop  of  Rocheller,  to  Dr.  Hunt, 
Hebrew  profeffor  at  Oxford,  wrote 
in    1794s  and  publiihed  in  1770, 
in    CadelTs   edition  of  Sir  Jfaac 
Newton's    Chronology,   page    10, 
which  pufs  this  imputation  of  bir 
Ifaac  Newton's  imbecility  to  fhame. 
**  It  appears  that  Dr.  Pearce  was 
with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  a  few  days 
before  his   death,    where   he    was 
writing  without  fpedacles  by  but 
an  indifferent  light.     1  hat  he  was 
then  preparing  his  Chronology  for 
the    prefs,   and    had    written    the 
greateft  part  of  it  over  again  for 
that    purpofe.       He   read    to    the 
doftor  fome  part  of  the  work,  on 
occafion  of  fome  points  in  chrono- 
logy which  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  converfation.      He  continued 
i>ear  an  hour  reading  to  him,  and 
talking  about  what  he  had  read, 
before  the  dinner  was  brought  up  : 
and  what  was  particular,  fpeaking 
of  fome  fa<Sl,  he  cov  Id  not  recoi- 
led the  name  of  the  king  in  whofe 
reign  it  had  happened,  and  there- 
fore  complained    of  his   memory 
beginning   lo   fail   him  ;    but   he 
added  immediately,  that  it  was  in 
fuch  a  year  of  fuch  an  olympiad, 
naming   them    both  very  exadly. 
The.  ready  mention  of  fuch  chro- 
nological  dates   feemed,  fays   the 
<lodor,  a  greater  proof  of  his  uae- 


mory's  not  failing  him,  than  th« 
naming  of  the  king  would  have 
been." 

What  coxcomb  therefore  was  it 
that  firft  publij(hed  to  the  world  the 
lilly  Jlory  of  the  decay  of  Sir  Jfaac 
Newton's  faculties  before  his  death  f 
This    has   been  feveral    limes   re- 
peated.   His  faculties  may,  indeed, 
in    fome   degree,   have    been   im- 
paired, as  he  had  employed  them 
intenfely,    for,     perhaps,    feventy 
years,  but  if  any  ruins  there  were 
in  this  great  man's  powers,  there 
remained  1  ill  far  too  lauch  ftrength 
of  mind  to  bf  called  imbecility.   A 
perfiAing  application,  and  fuch  a 
n.afterv  over   his    imagination,  ac 
to  keep  it  up  to  the  point  he  had 
in  view  for  a  v?  ry  long  time,  with- 
out flapping,  was  his  peculiar  ta- 
lent;   and     the    inllrument    with 
which  he  did  fuch  great  things,  and 
which  his  temperance  and  confti- 
tution,  Angularly  formed   for  fuch 
purprfes,  enabled  him  to  pradbfe 
through  a  long  life.     His  candour 
and  modefly,  even    to  bafhfulnefs^ 
were  lh("  graces  which  made  fuch 
,  fuperior  knowledge  not  difgufting 
to  his  inferiors. 

He  was  not  only  the  mathema- 
tician, but  the  hijiorian,  the  chro- 
noJogift,  the  chymift,  and  the  cri- 
tic;   I  have    never  met  with   any 
of  his   chemical  manufcripts,   but 
they  certainly  exift  fomewhere.     I 
remember  to  have  heard  from   the 
late  learned  Dr.  Kidby,  a  gentle- 
man well  known  to  many  learned 
men,  perhaps   flill  alive,   that   Sir 
Ifaac  Newton  was  as  great  in  che- 
miiiry,  as    in    any   other    fcience. 
It  might  therefore  be  an  acquifition 
if   thofe    chymical    papers    of  his 
could  be  found.     William  Jones, 
Efq.  if  I  remember  right,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  ieveral  manu- 
fcripts 
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fcnpts  of  Sir  Tfaac  Newton's  in  his 
poffeirion  ,  how  he  came  by  ihem, 
or  why  he  kept  them  to  himfelf,  if 
he  h-id  fuch,  I  could  never  rightly 
learn  1  remember  to  have  heard 
him  blcmed  on  that  account  forty 
years  ago;  this  is  perhaps  a 
groundltf^  charge;  I  only  mention 
it  that  enquiry  may  be  made  of 
Mr.  Jones's  heirs,  or  the  perfons 
into  whoie  hands  his  papers  came 
after  his  deceafe,  whether  any  ma- 
nufcripts  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's 
worth  notice  exift?  and  furely  if 
any  exill  they  mud  have  their 
ti^orth.  I-   H. 

N.  B.  We  are  authorized  by  the 
Ion  of  William  lones  Efq-  aut  or 
of  the  Syno  fis  Mathe/eoSy  to  affure 
the  public,  that  no  fuch  papers 
have  been  found  in  his  father's  li- 
brary :  and  that  the  llory  of  his 
having  made  an  improper  ufe  of 
any  papers  belonging  to  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  is  wholly  groundlefs. 


Jn  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  the  late  David  Hume,  Efq. 
as  given  to  the  World  in  one  of 
the  periodical  Publications. 

TH  E  lives  of  literary  men 
feldom  abound  with  inci- 
dents. That  leifure,  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  acquifition  of  know- 
ledge, excludes  them  in  fome  mea- 
fure  from  the  bufy  world,  and  in- 
tenfe  ftudy  feems  generally  to  fub- 
due  in  them  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize.  ,  Few  men,  even  among  the 
learned,  had  ever  lefs  of  that  fpirit 
than  the  honeft,  eafy,  indolent, 
but  philofophic  Hume.  His  life, 
confequently,  affords  few  of  thofc 
occurrences  which  are  commonly 
fuppofed  to  give  intereft  to  a  bio- 
graphical narration.     £ut  there  is 


a  pleafure  in  tracing  the  progreff 
of  genius,  and  in  obferving  its  va- 
rious obllrudions  and  encourage- 
ments, in  the  road  to  fame,  which, 
has  made  the  lives  of  authors, 
though  lefs  diverfified  by  circum-* 
(lances,  more  univerfally  accept- 
able than  thofe  perhaps  of  any 
other  clafs  of  men.  No  apology 
need  therefore  be  made  for  an  at- 
tempt to  trace  the  progrefs  of  a 
writer  unequalled  in  his  age,  or 
in  his  province,  one  of  the  mofl 
eminent  and  extenfive  in  the  em- 
pire of  fcience. 

David  Hume,  fo  well  known  to 
the  world  of  late,  both  as  a  phi- 
lofopher  and  hiftorian,  was  born 
about  the  year  1712,  in  that  part 
of  Scotland  which  lies  between 
Edinburgh  and  Berwick.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  country  gentleman,  or 
laird,  of  good  family,  but  fmall 
fortune,  and  David  was  unfortu- 
nately a  younger  fon.  In  his  early 
years,  he  was  by  no  means  diilin- 
guifhed  as  a  fcholar,  or  by  any  of 
thofe  accomplifhments  which  are 
fuppofed  to  qualify  youth  for  the 
liberal  profeffions ;  but  as  the  pride 
of  the  Scottifti  gentry  then  pre- 
vented them  from  breeding  any  of 
their  children  to  mechanical  or 
mercantile  employments  ;  and  as 
the  church,  in  that  country,  can 
only  be  the  object  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  the  beft  kirks  af- 
fording no  more  than  a  decent 
maintenance,  there  was  a  neceffity 
for  every  younger  fon  of  a  genteel 
family  being  bred  either  a  foldier, 
a  lawyer,  or  a  phyfician. — David 
was  deftined  for  the  bar  ;  not  fo 
much  as  being  adapted  to  his  ge- 
nius, as  the  line  in  which  his  rela- 
tions could  moll  efFeftually  {eivt 
him.  After  paffing  through  his 
academical  courfes  at  the  univeriity 

of 
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©f  Edinburgh,  he  therefore  devoted 

himfelf  to  the  ttudy  of  the  Scotch 
laws,  in  which  he  made  confider- 
Sible  progrefs ;  but  whether  from 
that  natural  modelly,  almoll  infe- 
parably  conneded  with  great  me- 
rit, a  conkioufnefsof  his  deficiency 
in  elocution,  the  happy  indolence 
of  his  temper,  little  fitted  for  the 
contentious  bar,  or  any  other  fecret 
caufe,  he  never  put  on  the  gown, 
nor  even  took  the  introductory  Heps 
neceflary  for  that  purpofe.  Other 
iiudies  attrafted  him. 

The  metaphyfical  writings  of 
Locke  and  Berkeley  had  turned 
all  inquifitive  men  towards  intel- 
ledual  objeifls.  The  human  mind 
fpent  its  force  in  contemplating  it- 
fflf;  as  if  man  had  -been  born  for 
thinking,  not  adling  ;  as  if  ideas 
l^ad,  in  fadt,  only  been  reah,  and 
the  material  world,  as  conjedured 
by  the  Bifnop  of  Cioyne,  but  as  a 
*vifion.  Mr.  Hume  had  early  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  metaphyfical  in- 
quiries :  he  favv,  or  kenied  to  fee, 
the  defedls  of  the  former  fyftems, 
and  publiQied,  in  1739,  the  two 
lirll  volumes  of  his  Treafi/e  of  Hu- 
man Nature,  and  the  third  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

This  work,  though  rot  inferior 
to  any  thing  of  the  moral  or  me- 
taphyseal kind  in  any  language, 
was  entirely  overlooked,  or  decried 
at  the  time  of  its  publication,  ex- 
cept by  a  few  liberal-minded  men, 
who  had  courage  to  throw  afide 
their  popular  fnd  literary  prejudi- 
ces, and  to  follow  lound  reafoning, 
without  being  afraid  of  any  dan- 
gerous conclufion,  or  fatal  difco- 
very ;  of  feing  errors  unveiled, 
however  fandlihed  by  years,  or 
fupported  by  aucliorities  :  and  the 
author  made  feniible,  to  the  fcvere 
difappoJntmept    cf   Mi?     youthful 


hopes,  that  the  tafte  for  fyftemati^ 
cal  writing  was  on  the  decline,  di- 
vided his  treatife  into  feparate  ef- 
fays,  and  difiertations,  which  he 
publiftied,  with  improvements,  al- 
terations, and  additions,  at  dilfe- 
rent  periods  of  his  life.  His  ene- 
mies, jhowever,  or  men  defirous  of 
railing  a  reputation  by  expofing 
the  mirtakes  of  a  great  genius, 
have  levelled  all  their  arguments 
againft  this  juveBile  produdion, 
though  never  dignified  with  the 
author's  name ;  and  Dr»  Beattie  in 
particular,  more  than  thirty  years 
after  the  publication  of  that  fcep-# 
tical  fyllem,  has  been  fo  fuccefsful 
as  to  obtain  a  penfion  by  his  EjJ'ay^ 
on  the  Immutability  of  I'ruth  ;  in 
which  he  difcovers  ail  the  violence 
of  a  fedary,  and  all  the  illiberality 
of  a  pedant,  and  rather  abufes  than 
confutes  Mr.  Hume. 

As  the  Treatife  of  Human  Nature 
is  now  very  fcarce,  fome  account 
of  it  may  be  agreeable  to  many 
readers.  The  author's  purpofe  in 
that  work,  as  he  himfelf  inform? 
us,  was,  **  to  introQUce  the  expe- 
rimental method  qf  reafoning  into 
moral  fubjedls.'*  The  abiUry  with 
which  he  has  excuted  his  defign, 
can  only  be  fully  difcovered  by  an 
examination  of  the  treatife  itfelf ; 
which  as  a  corapofition,  is  admir- 
able. The  firit  volume  treats  of 
the  underftanding,  the  fecond  of 
the  paffions,  the  third  of  morals. 
Criticifm  and  politics  were  Hill 
neceffary  to  complete  his  plan,  and 
would  have  been  added  fyllcmati- 
cally,  if  the  fuccefs  had,  in  any 
degree,  been  anfwerable  to  the 
merit  of  the  work.  He  thus  fpeaks 
of  the  fciences  that  he  meant  to 
examine:  •*  The  fole  end  of  logic 
is  to  explain  the  principles  and  ope- 
rations of   cur    reafoni>ng  faceUy» 
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and  tlie  nature  of  our  ideas :  mo- 
rals and  criticifm  regard  our  taltes 
ard  fentimenis  ;  and  politics  con- 
fider  men  as  united  in  fociety,  and 
dependent  on  each  other.  In  thefe 
four  fcicnces,  logic,  morals,  criii- 
cifm,  and  politics,  is  comprehended 
almoft  every  thing,  which  it  can 
any  way  import  us  to  be  acquainted 
with,  or  which  can  tend  either  to 
the  improvement  or  ornament  of 
the  human  mind."  So  early,  and 
when  he  was  thought  little  able  to 
give  a  new  direction  to  fcience, 
had  this  great  man  digelkd  that 
ingenious  fyllem  of  philofophy, 
which  has  changed  metaphyfics 
from  a  frivolous  to  an  ufeful  Iludy ; 
and  given  a  liability  to  morals, 
criticifm,  and  politics,  unknown 
in  former  ages  ! — But  what  is  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  the  ftile  and 
method  of  this  firft  produflion  are 
not  lefs  correct  and  happy,  than 
thofe  of  his  moft  admired  perform- 
ances, written  after  his  tafte  and 
judgment  were  matured  by  years 
and  experience.^  A  fingle  quota- 
tion will  be  fufficient  to  fupport 
this  affertion,  and  alfo  to  exem- 
plify his  method  of  reafoning  ex- 
perimentally on  moral  fubjedts. 

Speaking  of  that  modefty  and 
rhaftity  which  belong  to  women, 
•*  there  are  fome  philofophers," 
he  obferves,  "  who  attack  the  fe- 
male virtues  with  great  vehemence, 
and  fancy  they  have  gone  very  far 
in  deteding  popular  errors,  when 
they  can  Ihew,  that  there  is  no 
foundation  in  nature  for  all  that 
exterior  modefty  which  we  require 
in  the  expreflions,  drefs,  and  be- 
haviour of  the  fair  fex."  And  he 
proceeds  to  examine  the  origin  of 
fuch  notions,  and  their  connexion 
with  the  interells  of  fociety. 

**  Whoever  confidcrs,"  fays  he. 


'*  the  length  and  feeblenefs  of  hu- 
man infancy,  with  the  concern 
which  both  fexes  naturally  have 
for  their  offspring,  will  eafily  per- 
ceive that  there  mult  be  an  unioa 
of  male  and  female  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  young,  and  that  this 
union  mult  be  of  confiderable  du- 
ration. But  in  order  to  induce  the 
men  to  impofe  on  themfelves  this 
reltraint,  and  undergo  chearfulljr 
all  the  fatigues  and  expcnces  to  ' 
which  it  fubje(fls  them,  they  mu(t 
believe  that  the  children  are  their 
own,  that  their  natural  inftind  is 
not  directed  to  a  wrong  object, 
when  they  give  a  loofe  to  love  and 
tendernefs. 

•*  Now,'*  adds  he,  with  equal 
juftice  and  ingenuity,  **  if  v<e  ex- 
amine the  ftru<5lure  of  the  human 
body,  we  (hall  find,  that  this  fecu- 
riiy  is  Mt'c^  difficult  to  be  attained 
on  our  part ;  and  that  fince  in  the 
copulation  of  the  {t:x.Q%t  the  prin- 
ciple of  generation  goes  from  the 
man  to  the  woman,  an  error  may 
take  place  on  the  fide  of  the  for- 
mer, though  it  be  utterly  impof- 
fible  on  the  fide  of  the  latter.  In 
order  therefore  to  impofe  a  due  re- 
ftraint  on  the  female  fex,  we  mufl 
attach  a  peculiar  degree  of  fhame 
to  their  infidelity,  above  what 
arifes  merely  from  its  injuftice,  and 
mull  bellow  proportionable  praifea 
on  their  challity.  But  as  human 
creatures,  efpecially  of  the  female 
kind,  are  apt  to  overlook  remote 
confequences,  while  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  prefent  temptation, 
it  is  neceffary,  befides  the  infamy 
attending  fuch  licences,  that  there 
fhould  be  fome  preceding  back- 
wardnefs  or  dread,  which  may  pre- 
vent their  firll  approaches,  and 
give  the  female  fex  a  repugnance 
to  all  exprefhons,  and  poftures,  and 
7  liberties. 
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liberties,  that  have  an  immediate 
relation  to  that  enjoyment.*'  So 
much  good  Jenfe  and  found  reafoning 
was  never  perhaps  delivered  in  io 
few  words,  on  the  fubjedt  of  fe- 
male virtue,  by  any  writer  ancient 
or  modern  :  yet  this  is  an  extract 
from   the    treatife,  whofe  confuta- 


vid,    whofe    fentim^nts    were   too 
liberal  for  their  narrow  minds. 

Thus  bajQled  in  his  attempt  to 
obtain  an  office  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified,  and  in  which 
perhaps  he  could  have  been  of  more 
fervice  to  his  country  than  in  any 
other,  Mr.  Hume  devoted  liimfelf 


tioa  has  been  impudently  attempt-    entirely  to   lludy,  and  relted  all  his 


ed,   more  than  once,   by  mere  (om- 
mon  fenfe,  and  childifb  declamation  ! 

In  the  year  1742,  Mr.  Hume 
poblilhed  two  fmall  volumes,  con- 
fifting  of  eflays,  moral,  political, 
and  literary.      Thefe    were    better 


hopes  of  fame  and  fortune  on  his 

merit  as  an  author. He  pub- 

liflied  in  the  years  1748  and  49  his 
Metaphyfical  Effays  nearly  as  they 
now  itand  ;  a  DifTertation  on  the 
PaiTions,  alfo    excradled    from    his 


received  than  his  former  publica-  Treatife  of  Human  Nature  ;  his 
tion,  but  contributed  little  to  his  Syftem  of  Mor^tls,  much  altered 
general  reputation  as  an  author,  and  improved ;  and  along  with 
and  ftill  lefs  to  his  profit ;  and  his  thefe  feveral  new  moral,  critical, 
fmall  patrimony  being  now  almolt  and  political  effays. 
fpent,  he  was  glad  to  accept  of  the  From  politics,  in  which  he  had 
office  of  library  keeper  to  the  fa-  now  made  confiderable  progrefs, 
culty  of  advocates.  The  falary  Mr.  Hume  turned  his  inquiries  to- 
annexed  to  this  place  is  only  fifty  wards  hillory,  and  completed  in 
pounds  per  annum  ;  but  the  op-  1752,  the  hiftory  of  Britain  under 
portunity  which    it    afforded    him  the  Houfe  of  Stuart.     The  fiill  vo- 


of  confulting,  at  his  leifure,  all 
the  choice  authors  and  valuable 
papers  in  one  of  the  beft  libraries 
in  Europe,  may  be  confidered  as 
no  inconfiderable    circumftance   in 


lume  of  this  work  had  been  pub- 
lifhed  two  years  before,  but  was 
little  noticed,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
the  fecond  was  by  no  means  confi- 
derable;  yet  thefe  two  volumes  are 


favour  of  Mr.  Hume's  literary  cha-  allowed  to  be  equal  to  any  part 
racier.  of  his  now  julUy-admired  Hiltory 
In  1746,  he  flood  candidate  for  of  England,  or  rather  of  Britain  ; 
the  chair  of  moral  philofophy  in  for  he  all  along  connecls  the  ilory 
the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  then  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
vacant  by  the  refignation  of  the  So  fingular  an  inllance  of  public 
prefent  Sir  John  Pnngle,  appoint-  negled  cannot  be  well  accounted 
cd  phyfician  to  the  army.  Every  for  ;  efpecially  as  the  llyle  is  re- 
one  was  convinced  of  Mr.  Hume's  markably  elegant,     the  period  in- 


abilities,    and     his     intereft     was    tereft 


ing. 


and    the    work    full    of 


warmly  fupported  by  the  nobility  new  and  important  matter,  anec- 
and  gentry  ;  but  the  Preibytery  of  dotes,  and  obfervations.  The  pub- 
Edinburgh,  having  a  right  to  ob-  lie,  however,  has  fince  amply  re- 
ject to  one  out  of  three  candidates  paid  Mr.  Hume  for  its  ingratitude, 
named  by  the  town  council,  they  His  Hillory  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart 
P)jt  their  negative  upon  honeit  Da-  requires  only  to  be  read  to  be  ad- 
mired i 
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jnired ;  and  it  no  fooner  fell  inio 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Millar,  then  at 
th«  head  of  the  London  bookfel 
Jers,  than  it  became  a  favourite 
performance  among  the  higher 
clafs  of  people. 

But  Mr.  Hume's  reputation  as 
an  hiftorian  was  not  complete,  till 
the  publication  of  his  Hiftory  of 
the  Houfe  of  Tudor,  in  1758. 
About  the  fame  time  was  publilh- 
cd  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hillory  of  the 
Reign  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots, 
and  her  Son  James,  till  his  Accef- 
fion  to  the  Throne  of  England  ;  a 
work  which  was  admired,  even  to 
cnthufiafm,  by  perfons  of  all  ranks. 
Many  of  the  fame  fubjefts  are 
treated  by  both  writers,  and  at 
equal  length.  A  comparifon  ne- 
ceffarily  followed  ;  and  all  intelli- 
gent men  became  fenfib'e,  after 
the  moft  critical  examination,  that 
the  philofophic  dignity,  the  logi- 
cal difpofition,  the  force  of  dic- 
tion, the  juft  concatenation  of  cir- 
cuniftances,  the  lively  piftures  of 
manners,  the  comprehenfive,  yet 
dilHnft  views  of  the  interefts  of 
nations,  and  the  intrigues  of  courts, 
independent  of  the  many  valuable 
difquifitions,  which  fo  eminently 
diftinguifh  Mr.  Hume's  work,  were 
at  lead  a  balance  for  the  claflical 
purity  of  ftyle,  the  happy  feleftion 
of  incidents,  the  keen  difcernment 
of  motives,  and  the  fine  delinea- 
tion of  character  no  leis  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  other,  which  render 
the  Hiftory  of  Mary  one  of  the 
tnoft  captivating  books  in  our  lan- 
guage. 

I'hus  encouraged  by  the  public 
approbation,  Mr.  Hume  prepared 
for  the  prefs,  with  all' expedition, 
the  more  early  part  of  his  Hiftory 
of  England,  from  the  invafion  of 
Julias  Ca^far    to    the    acccirion  of 


the  Houfe  of  Tudor  ;  which,  with 
the  volumes  formerly  publiflied, 
bring  down  the  progrefs  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  and  the  civil 
and  military  tranfa&ions  of  Britain, 
to  the  Revolution  in  1688,  an  aera 
when  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try was  fixed  on  ihe  bafis,  where  it 
continues  to  reft.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  Mr.  Hume  did  not 
bring  down  his  hiftory  to  the  death 
of  Q^  Anne,  when  the  manners,  the 
literature,  and  the  military  reputa* 
tion  of  England,  and  of  Europe, 
were  at  an  height,  and  when  the 
acceffion  of  a  new  family  gave  a 
new  direction  to  Britifh  policy. 
But  fuch  as  it  is,  taken  as  a  whole* 
it  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
moft  excellent  productions  of  hu- 
man genius,  and  is  certainly  the 
greateft:  hiftorical  work  of  roodera 
times. 

Mr.  Hume*s  reputation  was  now 
complete.  He  was  confidered  as 
the  greateft  writer  of  the  age: 
his  moft  infignificant  performances' 
were  fought  after  with  avidity ; 
and  Lord  Bute,  who  whatever  er- 
rors he  may  have  been  guilty  of  as 
a  politician,  will  ever  be  honoured 
as  a  patron  of  letters,  procured  for 
Mr.  Hume  a  confiderable  penfion. 
— But  it  was  not  enough  that  the 
philofophic  David  ftiould  be  en- 
abled, in  his  latter  years,  to  eat 
the  bread  of  idlenefs,  as  the  re- 
ward of  his  many  laborious  re- 
fearches  ;  his  political  writings  af- 
fording reafon  to  believe,  t|iat  he 
might  be  of  ufe  to  the  ftate,  he 
was  appointed  fecretary  to  Lord 
Hertford,  ambafiador  at  the  court 
of  France,  and  afterwards  refident 
in  the  abfence  of  that  nobleman* 

In  France,  Mr.  Hume's  writiugs 
had  long  been  known  and  admir- 
ed ;  fo  that  he  there  found  himleif 
4         '  of 
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bf  ftill  more  confequence  by  his 
tharafler  than  his  office.  He  was 
univerfally  carcired.  Even  the  la- 
dies are  faid  to  have  loaded  him 
with  their  favours.  But  of  all 
Mr.  Hume's  adventures,  during 
his  refidence  in  France,  or  in  his 
own  country,  there  is  none  fo  re- 
markable as  that  which  took  its 
rife  from  his  acquaintance  with  the 
celebrated  John  James  Rouffeau, 
whom  he  brought  over  to  England 
with  him  in  1766,  and  for  whom 
he  procured  the  offer  of  a  penfion 
from  his  Majefty. 

The  particulars  of  that  affair 
have  been  already  publilhed,  and 
are  too'  ntjmerous  and  complicated 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  fketch  as  the 
prefeut:  it  will  therefore  be  fuffi- 
cienthere  toobferve,that  Mr.Home, 
underlUnding  that  M.  Roufleau, 
fcerfecuted  every  where  on  the  con- 
tinent, meant  to  take  refuge  in 
England,  generoufly  conduced  him 
over,  procured  him  a  commodious 
letreat,  and  afterwards  the  offer  of 
a  penfion  ;  but  that  the  jealous 
and  peevifh  temper  of  Rooffeau, 
led  him  to  rejeft  the  laft,  abandon 
the  firft,  and  abufe  Mr.  Hume  as 
a  perfon  who  had  confpired  the 
ruin  of  his  charader,  under  an  ap- 
pearance of  ferving  him  ;  though 
every  precaution,  which  the  moft 
refined  delicacy  could  fuggeft,  had 
been  taken  in  order  to  fpare  the 
pride  of  that  fingular  man,  by 
the  manner" of  conferring  thofe 
obligations. 

An  anecdote  or  two  will  fuffi- 
ciently  fhew  the  jealous  and  even 
fufpicious  temper  of  M.  Rouffeau, 
and  the  generofity  and  candour  of 
Mr.  Hume.  On  their  journey  to 
England,  they  happened  one  night 
to  lie  in  the  fame  chamber  ;  and 
during  the  feafon  devoted  to  ileep. 


M.  Rouffeau  heard,  or  imagin&c^ 
he  heard,  Mr.  Hume  cry  feveral 
times,  with,  great  vehemence — 
**  Rouffeau,  I  have  you  ?**  Thefe 
words,  though  in  themfelves  equi- 
vocal, and  tho'  M.  Rouffeau  owns  he 
does  not  know  whether  Mr.  Hume 
uttered  them  when  afleep  or  awake^ 
roufed  his  fufpicibns,  which  it  ap- 
pears were  nevera  fterwards  entirely 
laid.  The  queftion  which  honeft 
David  a(ks  on  this  occafion  is 
equally pertinentand candid.  **  As 
M.  Rouffeau  is  not  certain  whether 
Mr.  Hume  was  afleep  or  awake,  is 
he  fure  that  he  was  awake  him- 
felf?" 

M.  Rboffeau's  fufpicion  of  Mr. 
Hume's  treachery  rofe  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefits  Confewed  upon 
himj  ahd  at  laft  broke  out  in  per- 
i'e&.  peevilhnefs  on  the  flighteft  oc- 
cafion imaginable.  Mr.  Daven- 
port, a  gentleman  diftinguiihed  hv 
his  binh^  his  fortune,  and  his 
merit,  had  granted  to  M.  Rouffeau 
and  his  governante,  the  ufe  of  his 
houfe  called  Wooton,  in  Derby- 
shire, (where  he  feldom  refided), 
with  all  other  things  neeeffary  for 
a  livelihood  5  but  ih  order  to  pre- 
vent Rouffeau's  pride  from  bein^ 
hurt  by  fuch  a  benefit,  he  agreed 
to  receive,  in  return,  a  trifling 
fum  annually.  He  alfo  generou fly- 
pretended,  as  he  held  reafon  to  I 
think  M.  Rouffeau's  finances  were 
not  very  high,  that  he  had  found 
a  poft-chaife,  on  its  return  td 
Wooton,  which  would  carry  the 
philofopher  fafely,  and  at  fmall 
ex'pence,  to  his  retreat.  Rouffeau 
fufpected  the  benevolent  artifice, 
and  aecufed  Mr.  Hume  of  beinj^ 
an  accomplice  in  it.  Mr.  Hume 
protefted  his  innocence,  and  en- 
deavoured to  ffiift  the  fubjefl. 
After  a  farcaftical  reply,  Rouffeau 

fat 
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fat  for  fome  time  in  feeming  me- 
lancholy, then  fprung  up,  walked 
two  or  three  times  acrofi  the 
room,  and  at  laft  threw  his  arnis 
about  the  neck  of  his  brother  phi- 
jofopher,  bathing  the  aftoniftied 
David's  face  with  tears,  and  cry- 
ing like  a  child.  **  My  dear 
friend,"  faid  he,  as  foon  as  he 
was  able  to  fpeak,  "  will  you  ever 
forgive    me     this     extravagance  ? 


relating  to  the  remarkable  Rights 
of  regijiering  the  Royal  Edi6ls,  to 
render  them  n}alid  \  and  remon- 
Jirating  againjl  them  ;  peculiar  to 
/>&?  French  Parliaments j  or  Courts 
of  Juflice, 

SIRE, 

IF   your  Camarade  [fellow-mo- 
narch, or  compeer],  the  Empe- 
ror of  China,  Kien-Long,  be  dead. 


After  all  the  pains  which  you  have  33  \i  is  reported,  1  am  extremely 

taken  to  ferve  me,  after  the  num-  forry. 

berlefs  proofs  of  your  friendihip,  is        Your  Majefty  can  tell  how  much 

it  pofliblc  that  I  can  thus  repay  your  j  love  and  revere  kings  who  make 

kindnefs  with  fpleen  and   abufe  !  verfes.     I  know  one  who  has  cer- 

But  in  pardoning  me  you  will  give  tainly  made  better  than  Kien-Long, 

me  a  new  mark  of  your   regard,  a^^j  to  whom  I  ftiall  continue  at- 


and  I  hope  when  you  knew  me 
better,  you  will  find  that  I  am  not 
unworthy  of  it." 

This  reconciliation,  however, 
was  but  of  ihort  duration.  Still 
a  prey  to  his  former  fufpicions, 
his  delicacies,  and  his  fcruples, 
RoufTeau  foon  broke  out  entirely 
with  his  benefaftor,  and  left  Eng- 
land. 


tached  until  I  go  to  pay  my  court 
below  to  the  late  Emperor  of 
China. 

We  have  in  France  a  young 
king,  who,  indeed,  does  not  make 
verfes,  but  who  makes  excellent 
profe.  He  has  lately  given  feven 
fine  pieces, -all  in  favour  of  the 
people.  The  preambles  of  thefe 
edidts   are    mafler-pieces    of  elo- 


Mr.  Hume,  who  after  his  return    qaence,  for  they  are  mafter-pieces 


from  France,  had  been  appointed 
under  fecretary  of  Hate,  retired  to 
Scotland  on  the  refignation  of  Gen. 
Conway,  and  fpent  the  remainder 
of  his  years  at  Edinburgh,  among 
the  companions  of  his  youth,  e- 
qually  admired  and  refpedled  ; 
beloved  as  a  friend,  and  honoured 
over  Europe  as  a  fcholar,  a  gen- 
ileman,  and  a  man  of  genius.  He 
died,  after  a  lingering  illnefs,  on 
the  25th  of  Augult,  1776. 


of  reafon  and  benevolence.  The 
parliament  of  Paris  returned  fome 
fpecious  remonftrances.  It  was  a 
trial  of  (kill.  If  a  prize  had 
been  to  be  given  to  the  bell  com- 
pofiiion,  the  connoifleurs  would 
without  hefitation  have  adjudged  it 
to  the  king. 

This  right  of  regiftering  and 
remonftrating,  of  which  you  knovv 
nothing  in  your  kingdom,  is 
founded  on  an  ancient  precedent 
of  a  provoll  of  Paris,  in  the  time 
of  St.  Louis,  and  of  your  Conrad 
Hohenzollern  the  fecond,  which 
provoft  thought  proper  to  keep  a 


Tranjlatloit  of  a  letter  from  M.  de 
Voltaire  to  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
dated  iMarch  30,    1776;  ivhich, 

.  beftdes  an  entertaining  Specim  n  of  regilter  of  all  the  royal  ordinances, 
the  H^riters  rare  Brilliancy  of  Ge-  in  which  he  was  imitated  by  an  of* 
niut  at  the  advanced  Age  ofS^t  ficcr  of  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
contains  fome  curious  Particulars    John  Montlue,  in  1313. 

Vol.  XIX.  D  Kings 
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Kings  found  this  invention  very 
ureful.  Philip  de  Valois  had  the 
regal  rights  regiftered  in  parlia- 
ment. Charles  the  fifth  took  the 
fame  precaution  in  regard  to  the 
famous  edict  for  fixing  the  majori- 
ty of  the  king  at  14  years.  Trea- 
ties of  peace  were  often  regiftered. 
But  we  hear  of  no  remonllrances 
in  thofe  times. 

The  firll  remonftrances  were  on 
the  finances,  under  Francis  the 
firft,  refpeding  a  maffy  filver  rail- 
ing which  furrounded  the  tomb  of 
St.  Martin.  The  faint  having  no 
need  of  the  railing,  and  Francis  I. 
having  great  need  of  money,  he 
made  free  with  the  railing,  for 
which  the  canons  of  Tours,  who 
yielded  it  up  to  him,  were  to  be 
recompenfed  out  of  the  lands  of 
the  crown.  The  paiiiament  re- 
prefented  to  the  king  the  irregula- 
rity of  this  proceeding. 

See  here  the  origin  of  all  the  re- 
iHOnflrances  which  have  fince  fo 
much  embarraffed  our  kings,  and 
which  in  the  end  produced  the  war 
of  the  Fronde^  in  the  minority  of 
Louis  XIV. 

We  have  no  Fronde  to  fear  under 
Louis  XVI.  and  Hill  lefs  have  we 
to  fear  from  the  ridiculous  terrors 
of  Jefuits,  Janfenills,  and  convul- 
fioniils.  It  is  true,  our  debts  are 
as  immenfe  as  thofe  of  the  EngliOi, 
but  we  enjoy  all  the  hleffings  of 
peace,  good  government,  and  hope. 

Your  qiajefty  very  juftly  obferves 
that  the  Englifh  are  not  fo  happy 
as  we  are  ;  they  are  tired  of  their 
felicity.  I  do  not  believe  that  njy 
dear  Quakers  will  fight  themfelves, 
but  they  will  pay  others  to  fight 
for  them. 

I  am  no  great  politician,  your 
xnajefty  well  knows;  but  I  much 
doubt  whether  the  miniltry  at 
London   are  a   whit    better   than 


ours.  We  are  already  ruined,  the 
Englifli  arc  now  ruining  them- 
felves !  every  one  in  turn.  As  to 
you.  Sire,  you  enjoy  in  peace  the 
folid  fruits  of  your  glory ;  you 
build  towns  and  villages,  you  en- 
courage all  the  art?,  and  you  have 
no  other  enemy  than  the  gout:  I 
hope  that  will  make  peace  with 
your  majefty,  as  fo  many  other 
powers  have  done. 

As  to  the  Jefuit"?,  whom  you  fo 
much  regard,  there  is  fomcthing 
noble  in  the  proteftion  given  them 
by  an  excommunicated  perfon,  as 
you  have  the  honour  to  be :  a  pre- 
dicament this,  whence  I  have  fome 
right  to  flatter  myfelf  with  the 
fame  proteftion. 

I  do  not  believe,  with  M.  Paw, 
that  the  Kmperor  Kien-Long  treat- 
ed the  Jefuits  in  his  dominions 
with  cruelty.  Father  Amoit  tran- 
flated  his  poem  :  we  always  love 
our  tranflator;  and  I  will  main- 
tain, that  a  monarch  who  makes 
verfes  cannot  be  cruel, 

I  will  venture  to  afk  one  favour 
of  your  majefly;  that  is,  to  con- 
deicend  to  tell  me  which  is  oldeft, 
my  Lord  Marlhal  or  myfelf.  I  an* 
in  my  83d  year,  and  I  think  he 
h  but  82.  I  wiQi  that  you  may 
one  day  be  in  your  1 12th. 

Anecdotes  of  the  I.  te  Edward  Wort-^ 
ley  Montague,  Efq\  as  gi'ven  the 
World  in  one  of  the  periodical 
Publications » 

THE  celebrated  Edward  Wort- 
ley-- Montague,  Efq;  died 
lately  on  his  return  from  Venice  to 
England.  As  this  gentleman  was 
remarkable  for  the  uncomnu)n  in- 
cidents which  attended  his  life, 
the  clofe  of  that  life  was  no  lefs 
marked  with  fmgularity.  He  had 
been    early  married  to  a  woman, 

wiio 
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who  afpired  to  no  higher  a  charac- 
ter than  that  of  an  indullrious 
wafhcrwoman.  As  the  marriage 
was  folemnized  in  a  frolic,  Wort- 
ley  never  deemed  her  fufficiently 
the  wife  of  his  bofom  to  cohabit 
with  her.  She  was  allowed  a 
maintenance.  She  lived  contented, 
and  was  too  fubmiflive  [o  be  trou- 
blefome  on  account  of  the  con- 
jugal rites.  Mr.  Montague,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  a  perfedl  pa- 
triarch in  his  manners.  He  had 
wivesofalmort  every  nation.  When 
he  was  with  Ali  Bey  in  Egypt,  he 
had  his  houfhold  of  Egyptian  fe- 
males ;  each  driving  who  fliould  be 
the  happy  (he  who  could  gain  the 
greatell  afcendancy  over  this  An- 
glo-Eaftern  Bafhaw,  At  Conftan- 
tinople,  the  Grecian  women  had 
charms  to  captivate  ihh  unfettled 
^Vanderer.  In  Spain,  a  Spanifh 
Brunette;  in  Italy,  the  olive  com- 
plexioned  female,  were  folicited 
to  partake  the  honours  of  the 
bridal  bed.  It  may  be  afked  what  be- 
came of  this  group  of  wives  ?  Mr. 
Montague  was  continually  (hifting 
the  place,  and  confequently  vary- 
ing the  fcene.  Did  he  travel  with 
his  wives,  as  the  patriarchs  did 
with  their  flocks  and  herds  f  No 
fuch  thing.  Wortley,  confidering 
his  wives  as  bad  travelling  com- 
panions, generally  left  them  behind 
him.  It  happened,  however,  that 
news  reached  his  ears  of  the  death 
of  the  original  Mr^  Montague  the 
wafhcrwoman.  Wortley  had  no 
ilToe  by  her,  and  without  iflue 
male  avery  large  eilate  would  revert 
to  the  fecond  fon  of  Lord  Bute. 
Wortley,  owing  the  family  no 
obligations,  was  determined,  if 
poffible,  to  defeat  their  expeda- 
tions.  He  rei'olved  to  return  to 
England  and  marry.   He  acquaint- 


ed a  friend  with  his  intentions,  and- 
he  commilfioned  that  friend  to  ad* 
vertife  for  any  young  decent  wo- 
man, who  might  be  in  a  pregnant 
ftate.  The  advertifement  was  in- 
ferted  very  lately  in  one  of  the 
morning  papers-  Several  ladies 
anfwered  it.  One  out  of  the  num- 
ber was  feledted,  as  being  the  moll 
eligible  objedt.  She  waited  with, 
eagernefs  for  the  arrival  of  her  ex- 
pelled bridegroom  ;  but,  behold^ 
whilft  he  was  on  his  journey.  Death 
very  impertinently  arrefted  him  in 
his  career.  Thus  ended  the  days 
of  Edward  Wortley  Montague, 
Efq;  a  man  who  had  pafTed  thro* 
fuch  variegated  fcenes,  that  a  bare 
recital  of  them  would  favour  of 
the  marvellous.  From  Weftmin- 
lier  fchool,  where  he  was  placed 
for  education,  he  ran  away  three 
feveral  times.  He  exchanged 
clothes  with  a  chimney-fweeper, 
and  he  followed  for  fome  time  that 
footy  occupation.  He  next  join- 
ed hirafelf  to  a  fisherman,  and 
cried  flounders  in  Rotherhithe.  He 
then  failed  as  a  cabin-boy  to  Spain, 
where  he  had  no  fooner  arrived, 
than  he  ran  away  from  the  veflel, 
and  hired  himfeif  to  a  driver  of 
mules.  After  thus  vagabonolz^ng 
it  for  fome  time,  he  was  difcovCr- 
ed  by  tiis  conful,  who  returned 
him  to  his  friends  in  England. 
They  received  him  with  a  joy 
equal  to  that  of  the  father  of  the 
prodigal  fon  in  the  Gof;  el.  A 
private  tutor  was  employed  to  re- 
cover thofe  rudiments  of  learning 
which  a  life  of  diliipa  looj  of 
blackguardifm,  and  of  vulgarity, 
might  have  obliterated.  Wortley 
was  fent  to  the  Wclt-Jndies,  where 
he  remained  fome  time,  then  re* 
turned  to  England,  adted  accord- 
ing to  the  dignity  of  hii  birth,  was 
D  2  choien 
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chofen  a  member,  and  ferved  in 
two  fucceffive  parliaments.  His 
cxpcnces  exceeding  his  income,  he 
became  involved  in  debt,  quitted 
his  native  country,  and  commenced 
that-wandering  traveller  he  conri- 
jiued  to  the  -time  of  his  death. 
Having  vifited  moft  of  the  eallern 
countries,  he  contraded  a  partiality 
for  their  manners.  He  drank  lit- 
tle wine  ;  a  great  deal  of  coffee  ; 
wore  along  beard  ;  fmoaked  much  ; 
and  even  vvhilfl:  at  Venice,  he  was 
habited  in  the  eartern  Itile.  He 
fat  crofs-legged  in  the  Turkilh 
fafhion,  through  choice.  With  the 
Hebrew,  the  Arabic,  the  Chal- 
daic,  and  the  Perfian  languages, 
he  was  as  well  acquainted  as  with 
his  native  tongue.  He  publifhed 
feveral  pieces.  One  on  the  '*  Rife 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire." 
Another  an  exploration  of  *'  The 
Caufes  of  Earthquakes."  He  had 
great  natural  abilities,  a  vail  (hare 
of  acquired  knowledge.  He  had 
fcarcely  a  fingle  vice — -for  he  is  dead. 
That  he  had  virtues  to  counterbal- 
Jance  his  failings,  Omnifcience 
will  difcov-er,  when  weighing;  them 
in  the  fcale  of  merit.  Infinite 
mercy  will  take  care  that  the  beam 
ihall  preponderate  in  favour  of  his 
future  happinefs. 


Anecdotes  of  the  late  Rev.   George 
Stubbs  and  John  ^traight,  y^u 
thors  offe'veral  iyigenious  Pieces  in 
Profe  and  Verfe  j    by  Mr,   John 
Straight. 

SIR, 

IF  you  think  the  following  anec- 
dotes   worth    preferving,    they 
are  much  at  your  fervice. 

GEORGE   Stubbs,   Reftor   of 
Gunville,  in    Dorfetniire/  a  wor- 


thy, honed,  intelligent  writer, 
though  little  known  as  fuch,  wrote 
many  o'i  the  bell  papers  in  the 
Free  'Thinker y  I -18,  (in  conjunc- 
tion with  Ambrofe  Philips  and 
others).  A  Nen^u  Adventure  ofTele- 
machuSy  printed  in  the  London  Jour- 
nal of  1723  or  4,  finee  printed 
feparately  by  Wilkins,  in  8vo.  a 
beautiful  piece,  founded  upon  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  true  govern- 
ment, and  the  reverfe  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Cambray's  on  that  fub- 
jed,  which,  however  palliated, 
are  upon  a  wrong  foundation. 
Three  or  four  letters  in  the  London 
Journaly  by  Bifhop  Hoadly,  at 
that  time,  figned  BritannicuSy  ar- 
guing againlt  popery,  (which 
obliged  even  that  great  and  good 
man  to  make  an  entire  fubmillion, 
without  exception,  to  the  Pope,  a- 
gainfl:  the  tenor  of  all  his  works) 
evidently  laid  the  foundation  on 
which  George  Stubbs  built  this 
Jsen^J  Adventure.  He  alfo  wrote 
A  Dialogue  on  Beauty ,  in  the  man- 
ner of  Socrates,  between  Socrates 
and  Afpafia.  This  he  made  the 
elegant  foundation  of  a  copy  of 
verfes  on  the  late.  Y>r  John  Hoad- 
ly's  marriage,  1735-6,  inclofing 
to  him,  with  a  letter,  Afpafia  to 
Florimel,  referring  all  along  to  that 
dialogue.  There  are  fome  other 
copies  of  verfes  by  him,  ilill  in 
manufcript,  though  well  worth 
preferving,  viz.  The  Athenian  ha- 
tucy  an  allegoriaJ  poem,  doing 
jullice  both  to  Bilhop  Kundle 
(vvhofe  virtues  he  knew  how  to 
commend,  as  well  as  to  laugh  at 
his  foibles),  and  to  the  eccleSafli- 
cal  prudery  and  ilander  of  Biihop 
G  i  bion  and  Ve n  n  ;  Fickle  Ftiend- 
fjip,  on  Dr.  Rundle  ;  and  Verfes 
on  Mifs  lVf.nman  s  Singings  the  au- 
thor having  dreamed  of  her. 
Though 


CHARACTERS, 


i7 


Though  the  critics,  perhaps,  may 
think  all  thefe  too  florid,  yet  they 
are  very  beautiful,  and  would  bet- 
ter pleafe  the  many.  He  printed 
alfo  two  fmall  volumes  (if  not 
more)  of  Mad.  Sevigne's  Letters, 
the  firft  ever  known  in  Englifli, 
and  thought  to  preferve  the  good- 
humour  of  the  originals  better  than 
any  of  his  fucceflbrs.  He  was  in- 
timately connected  with  Mr.  De- 
puty Wilkins*,  the  Whig  printer 
in  Little-Britain,  by  marryi-ng  his 
fifter  for  his  firft  wife,  who,  by 
the  way,  was  taken  in  by  the 
French  Prophets.  G.  Stubbs  mar- 
ried a  fecond  wife  at  Salifbury,' 
daughter  of  Mr.  Alderman  King, 
who  after  his  death  married  Mr. 
Hinxman,  Reftor  of  Houghton, 
near  Stockbridge.  Mr.  Stubbs 
was  a  filent,  referved  man,  as 
feeming  confcious  of  a  want  of 
addrefs,  though  at  the  fame  time 
of  fuperior  abilities  and  genius. 

U  thefe  hints  fhould  be  the 
means  of  collecting  his  works,  or 
of  refcuing  any  more  of  them  from 
oblivion,  my  end  in  communicat- 
ing them  will  be  anfwered.  One 
of  the  pieces  above-mentioned 
fhall  be  added. 

Tickle  Friendjhip,     0«  Dr.  Rundle. 

But  it  (hould  firft  be  obferved, 
that  Dr.  Rundle  was  a  kind  of 
male-coquette,  and  had  as  many 
friendftiips,  and  was  as  fantaftical 
in  them,  as  any  of  the  other  fex- 
lovers.  When  his  good  friend, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  John  'I'albot,  mar- 
ried, he  was  fo  remarkably  jealous 
of  his  wife,  and   all  her  charms 


and  virtues,  as  to  give  occafion  to 
our  author,  who  knew  him  well, 
to  make  this  the  uncommon  fub- 
jed  of  the  following  elegant 
poem. 

"  ALEXIS,  with  Platonic  pride. 
The  feeble  darts  of  Lovp  defy  d, 
The  pow'r  of  Friendftiip  ftill  he  fung, 
And   oft    the   harp    with    Shafteftj'ry 

ftrungj 
No  nymph  could  taint  his  purer  mind, 
Or  raife  a  pafTion  lels  refin'd. 
From  friend  to  friend  he  lov'd  to  ftray. 
As  butterflies  their  wings  difplay, 
And,  fluttering  from  flow'r  to  flow'r, 
With  wanton   theft  their    fweets   de- 
vour. 
No  fam'd  coquette,  or  fav'rite  toaft, 
A  fairer  herd^of  fwains  could  boaft* 
Thyrfis  to  Corydon  refign'd' 
The  fickle  empire  of  the  mind  ;•" 
Daphnis  from  willing  Corydon 
With  eafe  the  unfought  honour  won. 

Aeon  was  now  his  only  joy, 
Aeon  did  ail  his  thoughts  employ  j 
The  wav'ring  fteel  was  here  at  reft. 
And  all  its  wanton  motions  ceas'd. 

Though   piqu'd,  the  boy  with  de- 
cent pride 
To  fuch  a  breaft  his  flames  dcny'd  5 
His  golden  fliafts  refus'd  to  ftain, 
Orcujfe  the  nymphs  with  fuch  afwain. 
To  Aeon's  breaft  he  fped  the  dart. 
To  Aeon  did  the  wound  impart  j 
The  wound  fo  deep,  the  dart  fo  fure. 
Not  Hymen's  felf  could  boaft  a  cure. 

Who  now  does  like  Alexis  mourn, 
Or  with  more  jealous  fury  burn  ? 
He  views  the  rival  nymph  with  pain. 
And  does  of  Aeon's  joys  complain. 
Her     pleafing     fmiles,     her     glowing 

charms, 
PofTefs  his  foul  with  new  alarms  j 
He  owns  the  triumphs  of  her  eyes. 
And  in  the  wounded  Aeon  dies," 


*  A  worthy,  fenfihle,  honeft  man,  a  warm  friend  to  the  Hanover  fuccef- 
fion,  and  pofftfTed  of  a  liberality  of  fentiment  fuperior  to  his  ftation,  the  age 
of  the  Stephens's  being  paft,  though  we  have  had  a  Richardfon  and  a  Foulis, 
and  have  ftiil  a  Bowycr. 

D  3  With 
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With  the  fame  view  accept  the 
following  anecdotes  of 


The  Rev.  John  Straight, 

Retflor  of  Findon,  in  SufTex,  to 
which  he  was  prcfented  by  Mag- 
dalen college,  Oxford,  being  Fel- 
low of  that  Society  He  was  au- 
thor of  the  following  poems  in 
Podfley's  Colle.:iion,  vol.  v.  p.  244, 
,  &c.  **  To  Mr.  J[ohn]  H[oadlyl, 
at  the  Temple,  occafioned  by  a 
Tranllation  of  an  Kpillle  of  Ho- 
race, 173^.  Anfwer  to  fome 
Verfcs  from  Mr.  J.  H.  1731.  Cu- 
pid  and  Chloe.  The  poet  to  his 
falfe  Miltrefs,  &c."  Th-fe  pieces 
are  excellent,  and  much  in  the 
manner  of  Prior.  Mr.  Straight 
was  ever  in  a  ftate  of  perfecution, 
as  it  were,  for  his  extraordinary 
parts  and  eccentric  good  fenfe  ;  by 
which  he  entirely  got  rid  of  his 
good  enthuiiaftic  father's  preju- 
dices (in  which  he  was  educated) 
in  favour  of  the  French  prophets 
(above  mentioned),  by  whom  he 
was  eaten  up  and  betrayed. 

Mr.  Straight  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Davenport,  Vicar  of 
Broach  Hinton,  Wilts,  whom  lie 
left  a  widow  with  fix  children. 
After  his  death,  two  vols.  8vo.  of 
^«  Seleft  Difcourfes,"  were  publifh- 
led  for  their  benefit,  which,  though 
never  defigned  by  him  for  the 
prefs,  were  extremely  worthy  of 
it.  His  circumftances  and  health 
were  particularly  hurt  by  his  turn- 
ing farmer,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
his  nurricrous  family,  and  dying 
foon  after,  before  he  had  time  to 
retrieve  the  extraordinary  firft  ex- 
pences. 

The  following  letter,  occafion- 
ed by  Bp.  Koadly's  giving  him  the 


prebend  of  Warminfter  in  Salif. 
bury  cathedral,  is  taken  from 
*'  Letters  by  feveral  eminent  Per- 
fons  deceafed,'*  vol.  iii.  2d  edi- 
tion. 

Re'verend    Mr.   Straight    I0    Bifiop 
Hoadly. 

My  Lord,  17^2. 

I  JUST  now  received  your  lord"^ 
fhip's  moft  furprifing,  generous, 
opportune,  beaiific  letter.  I  was 
dead  till  I  receiyed  it,  but  it  has 
given  me  new  life  :  I  feel  myfelf 

gay,  elated I   have  been  tithe 

gathering  thefe  three  we  ks,  and 
never  thought  to  enquire  after  any 
thing  for  the  future  but  the  price 
of  corn:  but  now  I  fhall  fee  Lon- 
don again,  I  (hall  fee  Sarum  again, 
I  fhall  fee  the  Bifhop  again  , 

Shall  eat  his  oyfters,  drink  his  ale, 
Loos'ning  the  tongue  as  well  as  tail  ; 

I  fhal!  be  poetical,  oratorical,  am- 
bitious ;  I  (hall  write  again  to  the 
young  divine*  ;  nay,  I  don't  know 
but  to  the  public.  But  I  muil 
fupprefs  the  extravagance  of  my 
joy,  and  think  of  proper  terms  to 
exprefs  my  gratitude.  I  can  only 
wifii  your  lord  (hip  and  my  (elf  a 
long  life  to  ftiew  it. 

I  am,  &'c. 
Gent.  Mag.  J.  Straigijt. 


Memoirs    of   the    Life  of   the    late 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Hoadly. 

THE  late  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Hoidly, 
youngeft  and  only  furviving 
fon  of  Benjamin  Bi(hop  of  Win- 
chefter^  was  born  in  Broad  dree t, 
London,    (his    father    beirig    then 


Mr.  John  Hoadly. 


Reapr 
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Reftorof  St.  Peter's  Poor),  Oa.8, 
1711.  He  was  educated  at  Mr. 
Newcome's  ichool  at  Hackney, 
where  he  played,  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  the  part  of  Phocyas,  in 
the  Siege  of  Damafcus*,  and  was 
admited  in  June,  1730,  at  Cor- 
pus-Chrifti  (or  Benet)  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  the 
degreeof  LL.B.  in  1735.  Nov.  29 
following,  he  was  appointed  Chan- 
cellor of  the  diocefe  of  Winchefter, 
and  ordained  by  his  father  dea- 
con Dec.  7,  and  prieft  the  21ft. 
He  was  honoured  (and  particularly 
by  the  genteel  manner  of  it)  by 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  being  im- 
mediately (Dec.  26),  by  his  fole  f 
defire  appointed  his  Chaplain  ; 
and  by  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales,  in  like  manner.  May  6, 
1751. 

Feb.  10,  1735-6,  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James 
Alhe,  Efq;  of  Saliibury,  by  whom 
he  had  no  iffue. 

He  was  firlt  collated  (by  his  fa- 
ther) to  the  redory  of  Michel- 
merfh,  March  8,  1737  ;  to  that 
of  Wroughton  (finecure).  In  Wilt- 
Ihire,  Sept.  8,  1737  ;  and  to  that 
of  Alresford,  and  a  prebend  of 
Wincheiter,  (both  vacated  by  the 
fudden  death  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Soley),  on  November  29  of  the 
fame  year. 


He  was  inftituted  to  the  re^^ory 
of  St  Mary's,  near  Southampton, 
June  9,  1743,  on  the  pr«feniation  of 
Martin  Folkes,  Efq;  &c.  executors 
of  the  will  of  Archbilhop  Wake, 
his  nephew,  the  prefentDr.  Wake, 
not  being  then  capable  of  orders. 

Dec.  16,  1746,  he  was  collated 
to  the  redory  of  Overton  (fine- 
cure),  void  by  the  death  of  fiifhop 
Clagett. 

Jan.  4,  1747,  he  was  honoured 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  (the 
firit  degree  conferred)  by  the  ex- 
cellent Archbifhop  Herring. 

In  May,  1760,  (on  the  death 
of  Dean  Lynch),  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  mafterfhip  of  St.  Crofs, 
(finecure)  ;  which  preferments  (all 
in  the  county  of  Hants)  he  enjoy- 
ed till  his  death  ;  except  the  fine- 
cure  of  Wroughton  ;  the  prebend 
of  Wincheller,  which  on  that  oc- 
cafion  the  Bifhop  permitted  him  to 
refign  in  favour  of  his  wife's  bro- 
ther, the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Afhe; 
and  the  red^ory  of  Michelmerfli,  in 
which  the  fame  gentleman  fucceed- 
ed  him  in  1743,  on  his  removal  to 
St.  Mary's.  His  houie  there,  as 
fpacious  and  elegant  a  parfonage 
as  any  in  the  kingdom,  (his  pre- 
deceflbr,  Archbilhop  Bndeoke,  Li 
whofe  time  it  was  burnt  dow.j, 
having  expended  4C0JI.  on  it,  be- 
fides   500I.    on    the   church),    was 


•  The  prrfent  Dr.  Charles  Plumtie  (Arch- deacon  of  Ely)  was  as  good  an 
Eiidotia  ;  with  whom  (laid  Dr.  Hoadly  to  a  friend)  "I  have  been  in  love 
ever  fince  ;  but  chiefly  with  the  virtues  of  her  mind,  which  aie  as  confpicucms 
.'tiul  fuper-excellent  as  thofe  in  the  play."  On  the  revival  of  this  tiagedy  in 
its  original  form  by  Mr.  Newcome's  fcholar?,  many  years  after,  Dr.  Hoadly 
wrote  the  prologue. 

t  The  Prince,  Icnowlncj  the  Bilhop's  tafte  and  knowledge  of  mufic,  anl 
the  impoflibility  of  his  gratifying  it  at  the  theatre  without  imjironritty,  in- 
vited him  to  a  rehearlhl  of  an  opera  at  Carleton-Houie  ;  very  politely  affnr- 
insj  him,  that  <*  he  fhould  be  quite  at  his  eaCe,  and  alone  in  the  next  rooin, 
unlefs  he  would  bring  his  fon  with  him,  who,  he  heard,  was  jn(l  going  into 
pidcrs,  and  whom  he  then  begged  leave  to  belpeak  as  his  chaplain. 

P  4  embellkhed 
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cmbelHfhed  with  the  remains  of 
his  mother*6  pidlures,  and  the  beft 
of  her  own  p^ntings,  fhe  being  a 
proficient  in  that  art,  and  a  fcholar 
of  Mrs.  Beale  and  her  fon  Charles. 
A  half-length,  by  her,  of  her 
hufband,  when  Bifliop  of  Bangor, 
was  added  by  her  fon  in  1773,  to 
the  colledtion  of  the  Archbifhep 
of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth. 

The  late  Dr.  Hoadly,  with  every 
benevolent  afFeftion  and  focial 
virtue,  had  an  eminent  tafle  and 
genius  for  the  polite  arts,  parti- 
cularly poetry,  as  appears  by  his 
Force  of  Truth i  an  oratorio  (taken 
from  Efdras),  and  fome  other  mu- 
iical  performances,  written  for  his 
friend  Dr.  Green's  academy  at  ihe 
Apollo,  and  fet  by  him  ;  the  verfes 
under  the  prints  of  Fiogarth's 
Rake^s'Progre/s',  a  tranllation  of  Mr. 
Holdfworth*s  Mufcipula,  ,  1737  ; 
and  feveral  other  pieces  printed  in 
Dodfley*s  Poems,  vol.  v.  p.  258, 
&c. ;  the  famous  ballad,  Fair  Sally 
lo'v'd  a  bonny  Seaman,  &c.  and 
many  other  jeux  d'e/prit,  7'o 
which  we  beg  leave  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing anecdotes. 

In  173 1,  late  in  the  feafon,  Mr. 
Rich,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
all  his  friends,  infilled  on  imme- 
diately bringing  out  a  play  which 
was  then  offered  him,  of  a  very 
peculiar  fort,  it  being  a  rehearfal 
of  two  modern  plays,  a  comedy 
and  a  tragedy,  which  was  played 
£ve  nights  in  May  to  almoft  the 
fame  audience,  and  began  to  make 
B.  ftrange  noife  in  the  town  by  the 
applauTes  of  fome,  and  the  fears 
and  jealoufies  of  othefs,  viz.  the 
wits,  critical  and  poetical.  This 
was  written  by  our  author  (then 
but  20)  and  his  eldeil  brother,  the 


phyfician,  and  was  called  the  Cen- 
trajly  from  the  contrailed  charac- 
ters of  the  two  poets,  Mr.  Simile 
and  Mr.  Fuftian.  This,  for  pru- 
dential reafons,  was  facrificed  to 
the  good  Bilhop's  dcfire  ;  and  Mr. 
Rich  was  fo  honourable  as  to  re- 
call every  fcrap  of  paper,  copy, 
and  parts,  &c.  that  it  was  never 
heard  of  afterwards.  The  anchors 
had  made  a  few  lines  as  the  be- 
ginning of  an  epilogue  in  the  mo- 
dern loofe  tafte,  but  foon  found 
that  was  a  wrong  way  to  bur- 
lefque  thofe  high-feafoned  difhes, 
and  refolved  to  make  the  adtrefs 
herfelf  refufe  to  fpeak  it  •*  as  too 
indecent;"  which  had  a  vail  effedl. 
Merope,  by  the  late  Mr.  Jeffreys, 
aded  jull  before  this,  being  in  great 
diilrefs  for  an  epilogue,  they  fup- 
plied  it  with  thefe  very  lines, 
which  they  had  originally  defign- 
ed  for  a  burlefque  on  all  fuck 
foolilh  epilogues,  adding  a  few  a- 
bout  critics,  to  make  out  a  decent 
number  *.  Fielding  afterwards 
took  up  the  principal  life  of  this 
piece,  the  two  poets  reciprocally 
hating  and  envying  one  another, 
and  tranfplanted  it  into  his  Paf' 
quin  ;  which  he  made  fo  abufive 
as  to  get  money  for  filencing  it, 
and  to   be  the  occafion  of  the  ad 

for  licenfing  plays,. toa  near 

an  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs.  AUquid  Gyaris  dignum 
Fielding  was  well  qualified  to 
write. 

In  1737,  after  the  ingenious 
but  dull  morality  of  Dodfley's 
Toyjhoj)^  Mr.  Hoadly  made  choice 
of  Mr.  Hughes's  Viiicn  of  Charon, 
or  the  Ferry-boaty  as  a  fubjed  which 
would  admit  of  as  much  inflruc- 
tion,  with    more    life  and  Ipirit ; 


*  The  pointed  epilogue  is  faid  to  be  **  by  an  unknown  hand." 


allowing 
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allowing  of  a  great  number  of 
charaders  humorous  and  moral, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fhort  and 
lively.  Charon  a  charafter  of  hu- 
mour, and  Mercury,  of  moral 
eloquence,  remaining  on  the  ftage 
the  whole  time,  and  the  reft  of  the 
characters  pafling  into  the  boat, 
where  Charon  at  the  boat-head  re- 
ceives them.  It  was  a  petite  piece 
of  one  long  fcene,  with  a  high 
compliment  both  on  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Talbot,  then  juft  dead,  and 
Lord  Hardwicke  his  fuccefTor.  All 
the  charadlers  in  Mr.  Hughes's  Vi- 
fiotty  that  would  admit  of  any  dra- 
matical life,  were  preferved.  Great 
part  of  this  phn  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  Mr.  Garrick,  in  his 
Lethe.  The  hint  of  imitating  fe- 
veral  modern  authors,  in  the  Pipe 
of  Tobacco t  was  fuggefled  to  the 
late  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  by  Dr. 
Hoadly ;  and  the  imitation  of 
Ambrofe  Philips  was  written  by 
him. 

On  the  publication  of  the  Sup- 
plement to  the  Biographia  Britan- 
nica,  Dr.  Hoadly  was  obliged,  in 
his  father's  jull  defence,  to  prepare 
an  article  relating  to  him,  and  to 
have  it  inferied  there,  in  the  place 
of  one  adlually  printed  before  it 
was  fufFertd  to  come  to  his  hands 
or  knowledge,  \^\y  unworthy,  and 
much  to  the  difgrace,  of  the  Bi- 
fliop's  charader.  The  charader  of 
the  compiler  may  be  drawn  from 
the  following  letter  to  our  author. 


from  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
Yorke,  dcfiring  a  lift  of  his  fa* 
ther's  works, 

**  Nov.  10,  1769. 

«'  Dear  Sir,  I  had  the  honour' 
and  pleafure  of  a  letter  fi-om  you 
yellerday.  Though  I  never  fee 
you,  and  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  life  have  been  little  and 
fcarce  at  all  known  to  you,  yet  I 
confefs,  that,  from  various  happy 
circumftances  of  private  acquaint- 
ance and  public  principles,  1  have 
always  refpedled  and  loved  you  as  a 
friend,  and  felt  that  relation,  by 
your  attention  and  goodnefs,  to  be 
reciprocal. 

"  As  to  your  father,  the  late  ex- 
cellent Bi(hop,  I  can  lament  with 
that  ancient  writer,  who  faid,  Vir^ 
gilium  nunquam  midi  *  :  but  his  me- 
morable and  great  name  is  paft, 
beyond  the  fhort  date  of  humaa 
life,  into  the  annals  and  venera- 
tion of  pofterity.  I  look  up  to 
him  as  a  good  and  wife  being  far 
above  us.  This  made  me  ambi- 
tious to  trace  his  footfteps ;  and 
though  not  unverfed  in  the  hiflory 
of  his  life  and  writings,  yet  anx- 
ious to  fecure  fome  catalogue  of 
his  trads,  that  I  might  catch  when 
I  faw,  and  read  when  I  had  caught 
them;  I  fhall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  lift. 

*'  Your  defcription  of  N Is  f 

entertained  me.     Helluo  Ubrorumy  I 
fuppofe,  from  the  ftrength,  depth. 


•  Ovid,  the  writer  here  meant,  fays,  Vtrgilmm  tantum  *vidi»  Pope  fays  the 
fame  thing  of  Dryden,  and  Dryden  of  Milton. 

t  LL.  D.  of  Trinity-Hall,  Cambridge,  from  whence  he  was  expelled  for 
ftealing  books  from  the  Univerfity  library,  &c.  He  wrote  the  lives  in  the 
I.itter  part  of  the  Biograph.  Britann.  fjgned  P.  In  one  of  them  (that  of  Dr. 
Jofeph  Smiih)  was  a  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  rcfltfiing  on  Bilhup 
VVarbinton,  in  regard  to  Shakelpeare,  which  the  Bifhop  prtvai'td  on  the 
proprietors  to  cancel.  But  fume  time  after  the  caftrate.l  flieet  was  publiflud 
ieparately,  by  N— Is,  on  his  lordihip  refufing  to  givCwthis  literary  Ctrbeius 
91  proper  fop. 

and 
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and  leger-de-main  of  his  cafiock. 
One  ot  that  name  (if  I  miliake 
jjot)  a  few  years  ago  was  a  famous 
book-flealer  in  librari'S,  convi6led 
at  the  Old-Bailey,  and  perhaps 
jnow  returned  ftom  tranfportation. 
IMothing  is  fo  natural  as  that  a  fe- 
lon book-ftealer  fhould  turn  hire- 
ling panegyrift,  or  felon  libeller, 
in  his  regenerate  ftate.  Jt  is  a  me- 
ttmpfychojts  devoutly  to  be  expell- 
ed. And  let  me  add,  that  it  com- 
pletes the  ridicuk  and  infamy  of 
modern  diftionary  -  writing,  that 
Le  fliould  be  the  editor,  and  (as 
you  fay)  even  the  Proeruftes  of 
your  father's  lif*". —  In  fhort,  quo- 
cunque  modo,  do  juftice  to  your  ex- 
cellent father;  *'  give  the  Helluo  ^ 
dinner,  and  fit  dill,**  as  I  know, 
you  love  to  do. 

*'  Lord  Hardwicke  is  not  in 
town,  but  very  well,  and  always 
yours.  Dr.  Birch  is  as  much  alive 
as  ^ever.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
faithful^  Sec, 

C.  YORKE.*' 

And  in  another  letter,  dated 
Pec.  26,  1769,  (not  a  month  be- 
fore his  much  lamented  death !) 
Mr.   Y.  fays,    *•  As  to  your  friend 

N Is,  I  am  right  (it  feem?)  in 

my  man,  nor  quite  out  as  to  his 
tranfportation.  The  truth  is,  that 
liaving  formerly  been  liable  to  be 
iranfported  by  fentence  of  law,  he 
tranfported  himfelf  into  foreign 
parts  for  fear  of  the  law. — 1  hope 
you  will  carry  your  point  for  a  de- 
cent article. 

*  Article  Hoadly,  p.  Ixiii. 


This  point  was  effe£>ually  car- 
ried (as  mentioned  above)  ;  and 
Dr.  H.  afterwards  prefixed  this  ar- 
ticle to  a  complete  edition  of  his 
father's  works,  in  3  vols,  folio, 
which  he  publifhed  in  1773,  with 
a  dedication  to  his  Majefty.  It  re- 
mains only  to  add,  that  he  died  at 
St.  Mary's,  March  16,  1776,  in 
the  05  th  year  of  his  age,  and  that 
**  here  the  family  and  name  of 
Hoadly  (as  he  himfelf  has  obferv- 
cd  *)  feem  to  have  an  end,"  no 
male  now  remaining  of  that  nu- 
merous Hock,  though  the  Bifhop's 
grandfather  (chaplain  of  Edin- 
burgh caflle)  had  twelve  children, 
his  father  (mafter  of  Norwich- 
fchool)  ten,  and  his  uncle  John 
(redor  of  Halliead,  Kent)  five. 

As  a  fmall  inftance  of  our  au- 
thor's talent  for  humour,  we  fhall 
clofe  this  account  with  a  parody 
on  Addifon's  concluding  fimile,  in 
the  4th  ad  of  Cato. 

*'  So  from  on  high,  where  Grub-flreet's 

garrets  ftand, 
Sudden    th'    impetuous   hawking  race 

delcend  ; 
Bawl    down    the    ftreets,  the    lift'ning 

alleys  fcarc. 
Till,  propp'd    upon    their    mcps,  iha 

cook-maids  itare. 
Th'    afFrightrd  Abigail,  with    wild 

furpnz.-, 
Hears  inutders  and  laft  fpeeches  fill 

the  /kits. 
And,    by    the    frontifpicce    deluded 

— buys  f." 

To  the  foregoing  memoirs  may 
be  added  a  parody  on  another  Aft- 

Simil^, 


•f  The  original  is  as  follows  : 

**  So  where  our  wide  Numidian  v/aftes  extend, 
S^idden  th'  impetuous  hurricanes  <icrcend, 
Whrcl  through  the  air,  in  circling  eddies  play. 
Tear  up  the  lands,  and  fweep  whole  phius  away* 


Th^ 
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Simile,  in  the  manner  of  the  laft, 
there  being  fufficient  reafon  to 
confider  it  as  the  produftion  of  the 
fame  ingenious  writer,  in  his  ju- 
venile years. 

Phiedra  and  Hippolitus,     Aft  II. 
Conclufion. 

So,  when  bright  Venus  yielded  up  her 

charms. 
The    bleft    Adonis   languifhM    in  her 

arms  ; 
His  idle  horn  on  fragrant  myrtles  hung. 
His  arrows  Icatter'd,  and  his  bow  un- 

Utung. 
Obfcure    in    coverts   lie  his    dreaming 

hounds, 
And  bay  the  fancy'd  boar  with  feeble 

founds  J 
For  nobler   fports  he  quits  the  favage 

fields. 
And  ail  the  hero  to  the  lover  yields. 

Parody. 

So,  when  bright  Abigail  refign'd  her 

charms. 
The    happy  Curate   languifliM  in  her 

arms  ; 
His  unbrufh'd  beaver  on  the  floor  was 

toll, 
His  notes  were  fcatter'd,  and  his  bible 

loft. 
In    ale-houfe   hid   his    dreaming  cleric 

was  found, 
And  rear'd  the  fancyM  ftave  with  fee- 
ble found  : 
For    nobler  flieets   his  concordance  he 

leave?, 
And  all  the  parfon  te  the  lover  gives. 

And  fo  on — "  the  butter-wo- 
man's rank  to  market,"  as  Shake- 
fpear    fays.     Nothing    fo    cafy    to 


write  as  pretty  things,  but  to  bring 
them  in  properly  and  judicioufly— 
hie  labor,  hoc  opus.  Facilis  defcen- 
/us — your  donun-bill  luork  i^  eafy, 
but  your  htlls  are  choak-jades. 

And  'tis  with  whip  and  fpur  the  race 
is  won. 

Let  it  be  added,  that  Lillo's 
Arden  of  Fenjerjham  was  revifed 
and  much  improved  by  Dr.  John 
Hoadly  ;  and  that  The  Su/picious 
Hujband  is  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
much  indebted  to  the  famev  hand. 
When  the  Biftiop  mentioned  this 
performance,  he  always  called  it 
his  fon^s  thingy  or  the  thing  which 
his  fon  wrote. 

A.  B. 


Recent  Account  of  the  Per  fon  ftiled^ 
in  England,  The  Pretender; 
and,  in  Rome,  II  Re,  or  The 
King.  Fro7n  Letters  from  Italy, 
by  a  Lady  (Mrs,  Miller),  lately 
publijhed. 


-I 


yth  of  Jan.  at  night. 
Told  you  in  this  letter  that 
we  paffed  part  of  (yelterday) 
evening  at  the  Duchefs  of  Brac- 
ciano*s :  as  we  were  there  early, 
before  much  company  was  arrived, 
fhe  was  fo  obliging  as  to  enter  into 
a  particular  converfation  with  me. 
We  were  feated  on  a  fofa,  when 
one  of  the  gentlemen  in  waiting 
entered  and  announced  **  II  Re." 
As  there  were  many  rooms  to  pafs 


Th'  affrighted  traveller,  with  wild  furprife,  ■* 

Sees  the  dry  defert  all  around  him  rife,  i 

And,  bury'd  in  the  dufty  whirlwind,  dies."  J 

**  Smit  with  the  love  of  rhyme,"  the  great  Addifon,  we  fee,  could  rot  refiH 
the  temptation  of  tagging  his  afts  j  an  abfurdity  now  exploded.  Philips  has 
been  betrayed  into  the  iame> 

before 
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before  this  perfonage  could  appear, 
Ihe  feized  that  bpportunity  to  de- 
iire  me  upon  no  account  to  fpeak 
to,  or  take  the  leaft  notice  of  him, 
as  it  was  not  only  what  fhe  infilled 
upon  in  her  houfe,  but  that  it  was 
the  Pope's  defire  that  no  ilranger, 
particularly  Engliih,  fhould  hold 
any  converfation  with  him.  I  af- 
fured  her  my  principles  were  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  thofe  of  the 
Stuart  family  and  their  party;  ad- 
ding more  of  the  like  fort ;  but  [ 
concluded  with  faying,  that,  if  he 
fpoke  to  me,  I  could  not,  as  a 
gentlewoman,  refrain  from  anfwer- 
ing  him,  confidering  him  only  in 
the  light  of  a  gentleman,  and 
Ihould  treat  him  as  I  would  do  any 
other  foreigner  or  native,  with 
that  general  civility  requifite  on 
fuch  occafions ;  fhe  Hill  infilled 
upon  my  not  anfwering,  fhould  he 
fpeak  to  me,  with  which  I  refufed 
to  comply  :  I  think  I  was  right : 
my  reafons  were  thefe  :  I  knew 
before,  that  no  gentlemen  of  the 
Britiih  empire  make  themfelves 
known  to  him,  but  on  the  con- 
trary avoid  it,  except  fuch  as  de- 
clare themfelves  difafFedled  to  the 
prefent  royal  family  ;  at  leail,  {o 
it  is  underllood  at  Rome.  I  had 
alfo  heard,  that  he  politely  avoided 
embarrafiing  them  by  throwing 
himTelf  in  their  way  :  but,  as  I  am 
not  a  man,  it  (Iruck  me  as  very  ri- 
diculous for  me,  a  woman,  not  to 
reply  to  the  Pretender,  if  he  fpoke 
to  me,  as  fucli  a  caution  would  bear 
the  appearance  of  palling  myfelf 
for  being  of  political  confequence  ; 
added  to  thefeconfiderations,  I  had 
great  curiofity  to  fee  him,  and 
hear  him  fpeak. — But  to  return  : 
he  entered,  and,  bowing  very  po- 
litely to  the  company,  advanced 
to  the  individual   fopba  on  which 


I  was  placed  with  the  Duchefs  of 
Bracciano,  and  feated  him.felf  by 
me,  having  previoufly  made  me  a 
particular  bow,  which  I  returned 
with  a  low  curtfey  ;  he  endeavoured 
to  enter  into  converfation  with 
me,  which  he  efFeded  by  addref- 
fing  himfelf  equally  to  the  Duchefs, 
another  lady,  and  myfelf";  at  lall 
he  addreffed  me  in  particular,  and 
aflced  me  how  many  days  fince  my 
arrival  at  Rome,  how  long  I  fliould 
(lay,  and  feveial  fuch  quellions. 
This  converfation  paffed  in  French 
— what  diftrefTed  me  was  how  to 
ftyle  him — I  had  but  a  moment  for 
refledion  ;  it  ftruck  me  that  Mor 
Prince  (thoug-h  the  common  ap- 
pellation (as  in  France)  to  every 
llranger  whofe  rank  as  a  prince  is 
the  mod  dubious)  would  not  come 
well  from  me,  as  it  might  admit 
of  a  double  fenfe  in  an  uncandid 
mind — Highnefs  was  equally  im- 
proper ;  fo  I  hit  upon  what  I 
thought  a  middle  courfe,  and  calleci 
him  Mon  Seigneur.  I  wiihed  t 
(horten  the  converfation,  for  all  on 
a  fudden  he  faid,  *♦  Speak  Englifli, 
Madam. ^'  Before  I  could  reply, 
the  Duchefs  of  Monte  Libretti 
came  up,  and  pulled  me  by  the 
fleeve  :  1  went  with  her  to  a  card- 
table,  at  which  fhe  was  going  to 
play  :  I  declined  playing,  not  be- 
ing perfedl  in  the  games;  befides, 
you  know  I  hate  cards.  At  my 
departure,  I  took  leave  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Bracciano  (agreeable  to 
the  cuUom)  and  the  Chevalier, 
who  played  at  her  table,  officioufly 
civil,  rofe  up,  and  wifhed  me  a 
good  night.  He  is  naturally  above 
the  middle  fize,  but  lloops  excef- 
fively  ;  he  appears  bloated  and  reel 
in  the  face,  his  countenance  heavy 
and  fleepy,  which  is  attributed  to 
his  having  given  into  excefs  of 
drinking  ; 
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drinking ;     but,   when    a    young 
I  man,  he  muft  have  been  efteemed 
i  handfome.     His  complexion  is  of 
the    fair    tint,    his   eyes    blue,    his 
h.'iir  light  brown,  and  the  cDntour 
of  his  face  a  long  oval  ;    he  is  by 
no  means  thin,  has  a  noble   pre- 
ftnce,  and  a  graceful  manner  :    his 
''"•fs  was  fcarlet,  laced  with  a  broad 
d  lace;  he  wears  the  blue  rib- 
id    outfide    of    his    coat,    from 
ich  depends  a  cameo  (antique) 
large  as  the  palm  of  my  hand ; 
^    wears    the    fame   garter    and 
,'to  as  thofe  of  the   noble  order 
St.  George  in  England  :  upon 
J   whole,  he  has  a  melancholic, 
wtLiified    appearance.     Two  gen- 
I   tiemen  conftantly  attend  him  ;  they 
are  of  Iri(h  extraflion,  and  Roman 
[   Catholics  you  may  be  fure.     This 
'    evening,  after  quitting  the  Cardi- 
I's.  we  were  at  the  Princefs  Pa- 
arine's   converfazione,  where   he 
is  alfo.     He  addrefTed  me  as  po- 
*.;ely  as  the  evening  before.      The 
Princefs  defired  me  to  fit  by  her; 
fhe    played    with   him  :    he    afked 
me,   if  I  underilood  the  game  of 
'I'arrocchi,  (what  they  were  about 
to  play  at)  ;  I  anfwer^d  in  the  ne- 
gative;     upon  which,    talcing    the 
pacic  in  his  hands,   he  defired   to 
know  if  I  had   ever  feen  fuch  odd 
cards  :      I  replied    that  they  were 
very    odd    indeed  :    he    then,    dif- 
playing  them,  faid,  '*  Here  is  every 
thing  in  the  world  to  be  found  in 
thefe  cards,  the  fun,  the  moon,  the 
ftars  ;  and  here,  fays  he,  ((hewing 
me  a   card)  is  the  Pope;  here  is 
the  devil,  (and  added)  there  is  but 
one  of  the  trio  wanting,  and  you 
•know  who  that  fhould  be."     I  was 
fo   amazed,   fo  allonifhed,  though 
he  fpoke  this  lafl  in  a  laughing, 
good-humoured  manner,  that  1  did 
noc    know   which    way     to    look; 
'iiid  as  to  a  reply,   I  made  no:ie> 


but  avoided  .cultivating  converfa- 
lion  as  much  as  poffible,  leil  he 
fhould  give  our  converfation  a  po- 
litical turn.  What  paiTed  after- 
wards was  relative  to  fome  of  the 
Englilh  manners  and  amufements; 
fuch  as,  whether  whiil  was  in  fa- 
fliion  at  London,  the  afTemblies  ^ 
numerous.  Sec.  I  was  heartily  glad 
when  my  vifit  was  linilhed. 

ji  brief  Jccount  of  that  excellent 
CritiCi  the  late  Mr.  Jerry  Mark- 
land.  By  an  anonymous  Hand  % 
nvith  an  Addition  by  Academi- 
cus. 

MR.  Jeremiah  Markland,  who 
died  July  7,  1776,  at  Mil- 
ton, near  Dorking,  in  Surry,  was 
one  of  the  moft  learned  fcholars, 
and  penetrating  critics  of  the  age. 
He  became  firlT  publicly  known  by 
his  **  Epiftola  Critica,'*  addrefled 
to  Bilhop  Hare.  In  this  he  gave 
many  proofs  of  extenfive  erudition 
and  critical  fagacity.  He  after- 
wards publilhed  an  edition  of  Sta- 
tius.  Tome  plays  of  Euripides,  and 
affifted  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  edi- 
tions of  Lyfias  and  Demofthene-?, 
by  the  notes  which  he  communi- 
cated to  him.  He  has  alfo  very 
happily  elucidated  fome  pafTages  in 
the  New  Tellament,  which  may 
be  found  in  Mr.  Bowyer*s  edition 
of  it  ;  and  was  author  of  a  very' 
valuable  volume  of  remarks  on  the 
cpiltles  of  Cicero  to  Brutus;  and 
of  an  excellent  little  treacife  under 
the  title  of  Qu^fiio  Grammatica. 
He  was  not  more  valued  for  his 
univerfal  reading,  than  beloved 
for  the  <-xcellence  of  his  heart,  and 
primitive  fimplicity  of  manners. 
He  was  educated  in  Chrill's  Hof- 
pital.  Of  the  fame  royal  found- 
ation were  Jofhua  Barnes,  of  Em- 
manuel Coiiege,  Cambridge,  the 
celebrated 
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celebrated  Greek  Profeflbr,  and 
the  late  Dr.  Jurin,  equally  eminent 
for  his  fkill  in  phviic.  and  the  fub- 
limer  parts  of  mathematics.— Mr. 
Markland  was  born  in  Auguft  1692. 
He  was  one  of  the  twelve  children 
of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Markland,  and 
has  left  four  fuiviving  fillers,  the 
youngelt  of  whom  is  /o,  and  ano- 
ther of  them  is  mother  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Robert  Foley,  Bart.  For 
Uiore  than  20  years  paft  he  lived 
almoft  fequeftered  from  the  world 
in  the  little  village  of  Milton,  near 
Dorking,  where  the  aged  and  the 
needy  have  loft  a  moft  generous  be- 
nefador.  His  remains  were  depo- 
fited  in  Dorking  church,  whither, 
by  his  own  defire,  he  was  carried 
by  fix  of  his  poor  neighbours. 


The  foregoing  brief  account  of 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Markland,  might  be 
fomewhat  enlarged  by  a  reprefent- 
ation  of  his  incomparable  Annota- 
tions upon  Maximus  Tyrius,  which 
were  printed  in  Dr.  Davis's  fecond 
edition  of  that  author  in  1740,  410. 
under  the  care  of  the  very  learned 
profeiTor  Ward.  Mr.  Markland 
has,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  reader 
prefixed  to  them,  demonftrated  the 
truth  of  his  difcovery,  that  Maxi- 
mus had  himfelf  publilhed  two  edi- 
tions of  this  work  :  a  difcovery 
Sufficient  to  immortalize  the  name 
of  this  eminent  critic,  had  he  done 
nothing  elfe  in  the  republic  of  let- 
ters. To  him  we  alfo  owe  "  the 
many  additions "  to  Arnald*s 
**  Commentary  upon  the  Book  of 
Wifdom,"  noticed  at  the  end  of  the 
Author's  preface,  in  the  2d  edition, 

1760.  ACADEMICUS. 


&ime  Ace  aunt  of  the  Lift  and  Writ' 
in^j   of  the  late  Mr.   Benjamin 


Stillingfleet.      By    a    GentJema^t 
njoho  fubfcribes  himfelf],  C;  fwtth    ii 
an  Addition  by  Acadkmicus. 

SIR. 

I  Have  often  been  much  con- 
cerned that  none  of  the  friends 
of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Stilling- 
fleet have  favoured  the  public  with 
any  particulars  of  his  life,  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  that  amiable 
and  fcnfible  gentleman.  1  have 
therefore  thrown  together  the  fol- 
lowing notices,  in  hopet  of  induc- 
ing fomt*  better  qualified  perfon  to 
do  him  more  ample  juftice. 

He  was  giandfon  of  the  well- 
known  Bifhop  of  Worcefler.  His 
father  Edward  was  Fellow  of  St. 
John's  Col  ege  in  Cambridge, 
F.R.S.  M.  O.  and  Grelham  Pro- 
iz^or  of  Phyfic  :  but  marrying  in 
1692,  he  loft  his  lucrative  ofiices, 
and  his  father's  favour  :  a  misfor- 
tune that  affeded  both  himftlf  and 
his  pofterity.  However,  going  into 
orders,  he  obtained,  by  his  father's 
means,  the  living  of  Newington- 
Butts,  which  he  immediately  ex- 
changed for  thofe  of  Wood-Nor- 
ton and  Swanton  in  Norfolk.  He 
died  in  1708. 

Benjamin,  his  only  fon,  was 
educated  at  Norwich  fchool,  which 
he  left  in  1720,  with  the  charader 
of  an  excellent  fcholar.  He  then 
went  to  Trinity  College  in  Cam- 
bridge, at  the  requelt  of  Dr.  Bent- 
ley,  the  mafter,  who  had  been  pri- 
vate tutor  to  his  father,  domeftic 
chaplain  to  his  grandfather,  and 
much  indebted  to  the  faiiiily.  Here 
he  was  a  candidate  for  a  fellowfnip  ; 
but  was  rejeded  by  the  matter's 
influence.  This  was  a  {tsQxc  and 
unexpedted  difappointment ;  and 
but  little  alleviated  afterwards  by 
the  do£lor*s  apology,  that  it  was  a 
pity  that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Stil- 
lingfleer's 
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llngflect's  parts  fhould    be  buried 
within  the  walls  of  a  college. 

Perhaps,  however,  this  ingrati- 
tude of  Dr.  Bendey  was  not  of  any 
real  difiervice  to  Mr.  Stillingfleet. 
By  being  thrown  into  the  world, 
he  formed  many  honoi/rable  and 
valuable  connexions.  He  dedi- 
cated fome  tranfa6lions  of  Linnseus 
to  the  late  Lord  Lyttelton,  partly, 
Re  fays,  from  motives  of  private 
refpeft  and  honour.  The  prefent 
Lord  Barrington  gave  him,  in  a 
very  polite  manner,  the  place  of 
the  mafter  of  the  barracks  at  Ken- 
fington  ;  a  favour  to  which  Mr. 
Stillingfleet,  in  the  dedication  of 
his  Calendar  of  Flora  to  that  no- 
bleman, alludes  with  equal  polite- 
nefs,  as  well  as  with  the  warmell 
gratitude.  His  Calendar  of  Flora 
was  formed  at  Stratton  in  Norfolk, 
in  the  year  175 5»  at  the  hofpitable 
feat  of  his  very  worthy  and  inge- 
nious friend  Mr.  Maribam,  who 
had  made  feveral  obfervations  of 
that  kind,  and  had  communicated 
to  the  public  his  curious  obferva- 
tions on  the  growth  of  Trees.  But 
it  was  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  of  Fel- 
brig  in  Norfolk,  that  he  appears 
10  have  had  the  greateft  obliga* 
tions :  he  travelled  abroad  with 
him  ;  fpent  much  of  his  time  at 
his  houfe  ;  and  was  appointed  one 
of  his  executors  (Mr.  Garrick,  I 
think,  was  another),  w-ith  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  an  annuity 
which  that  gentleman  had  fettled 
upon  him  in  his  life-time. 

Mr.  Stillingfleet's  genius  feeras, 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  works,  to 
hiive  led  him  principally  to  the 
lludv  of  natural  hiltory,  which  he 
profecuted  as  an  ingenious  philofo- 
pher,  an  ufeful  citizen,  and  a  good 
man.  In  this  walk  of  learning  he 
mentions,  as  his  frien«ls.  Dr.  Wat- 
S 


fon,  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Solander,  Mr. 
Hudfon,  Mr.  Price  of  Foxley,  and 
fome  others  :  and  I  have  heard,  'he 
ingenious  Mr.  Pennant  acknow- 
ledge many  obligations  to  him. 
Nor  can  I  omit  the  flattering  men- 
tion which  the  late  Mr.  Gray 
makes  of  him  in  one  of  his  letters, 
dated  from  London  in  1761.  **  f 
have  lately  made  an  acquaintance 
with  this  philofopher,  who  lives  ia  ^ 
a  garret  here  in  the  winter,  that 
he  may  fupport  forae  near  relations 
who  depend  upon  him.  He  is  al- 
ways employed,  confequently  (ac- 
cording to  my  old  maxim)  always 
happy,  always  cheerful,  and  feems 
to  me  a  very  worthy  honeft  man. 
His  prefent  fcheme  is  to  fend  fome 
perfons,  properly  qualified,  to  re- 
fide  a  year  or  two  in  Attica,  to 
make  themfelves  acquainted  with 
the  climate,  productions,  and  na- 
tural hiftory  of  the  country,  tKac 
we  may  underftand  Ariftotle,  Theo- 
phraftu^,  Sec.  who  have  been  Hen- 
then  Greek  to  us  for  fo  many  ages  ; 
and  this  he  has  got  propofed  to 
Lord  Bute,  no  unlikely  perfon  lc» 
put  it  in  execution,  as  he  is  himfejf 
a  botanill." 

I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Stil- 
lingfleet has  publi(hed  any  thing  in 
this  way,  except  a  volume  of  mif- 
ccilaneous  trads,  which  is  in  much 
efteem,  and  does  great  honour  to  his 
head  and  1\eart.  They  are  chiefly 
tranflations  of  fome  efTays  in  the 
Aracenitates  Academic^c,  publi(hed^ 
by  Linnaeus,  interfperfed  with  fome 
obfervations  and  additions  of  his 
own.  Jn  this  volume  he  (hews  aifa 
a  tafte  for  claifical  learning,  and 
entertains  us  with  fome  elegan* 
poetical  effufions  of  his  own  Bu? 
his  Ej/ay  Oft  Con'verfation ,  publifhcJ 
in  the  firft  volume  of  Dodfiey*9 
ColUdion  of  Poems,  entitles  hirfi   to 

adif. 
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a  diftlngulflied  rank  among  our 
Englifti  poets.  And  I  am  the  ra- 
ther pleafed  at  being  able  to  view 
him  in  this  light,  as  fome  perfons 
have  affeded  to  defpife  the  lludy 
of  natural  hillory  (particularly  fome 
of  the  more  minute  parts  of  it)  as 
beneath  the  charader  of  a  gentfe- 
man,  and  rarely  engaged  in  but  by 
perfons  of  inferior  and  unpoliftied 
underftandings.  This  poem  is  ad- 
dreffed  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  with  all 
that  warmth  of  friendlhip  which 
diftinguifhes  Mr.  Stillingfleet.  As 
it  is  chiefly  didaftic,  it  does  not 
admit  of  fo  many  ornaments  as 
fome  compofitions  of  other  kinds. 
However,  it  contains  much  good- 
fenfe,  iliews  a  confiderablelcnow- 
ledge  of  mankind,  and  has  feveral 
paflages  that  in  point  of  harmony 
and  eafy  verfificadon  would  not 
difgrace'the  writings  of  our  moft 
admired  poets.  Here  more  than 
once  Mr.  Stilllngiieet  fhews  him- 
ielf  dill  fore  from  Dr.  Bentley's 
cruel  treatment  of  him  ;  and  to- 
wards the  beautiful  and  moral  clofe 
of  it  (where  I  think  he  gives  us  a 
iketch  of  himfelf),  feems  to  hint 
at  a  mortification  of  a  more  deli- 
cate nature,  which  he  is  faid  to 
have  fuffered  from  the  other  fex. 
.  To  thefe  difappointments  it  was 
perhaps  owing  that  Mr.  Stilling- 
fleet neither  married,  nor  went  into 
orders.  His  London  rcftdence  was 
at  a  fadler's  in  Piccadilly,  where  he 
died  in  177 1,  aged  above  70,  leav- 
ing feveral  valuable  papers  behind 
him,  none  of  which,  1  believe,  have 
been  printed.  He  was  buried  in 
St.  Jamci's  church,  without  the 
flighted  monument  of  his  having 
exilled.  Thefe  pollhumous  tributes 
are  indeed  unavailing  to  the  dead  ; 
but  footh,  however,  the  regret  of 
ihe  living,  and    therefore  1  fome- 


what  wonder,  that  none  of  the 
gentlemen  who  greatly  valued  him, 
fhould  have  indulged  their  own 
grief  by  at  leaft  fome  flender  me- 
morial of  their  affection  for  him. 

J.C. 

To  the  above  account  of  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stilling- 
fleet, may  be  added  a  fmall  8vo, 
anonymous  pamphlet,  publiflied 
about  1733,  intitled,  *'  Some 
Thoughts  concerning  Happinefs;'* 
though  it  is  not  noticed  by  Profefibr 
Ward  in  p.  283  of  the  "  Lives  of 
the  ProfeflTors  of  Grefliam  -  CoU 
lege,"  where  Mr.  Stillingfleet  is 
nientioned  as  an  author. — Gent. 
Mag, 
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Memoirs  of  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Col- 
li nfon,  Felloiu  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, an  J  the  Society  cf  Antiquaries, 
in  London  ;  and  of  the  Royal  So- 
cieties  0/' Berlin  and  Upfal. 

THE  (atisfadlion  arifing  from 
the  view  of  a  life  continu- 
ally employed  in  commendable  pur- 
fuits,"'and  in  afts  of  lading  and 
extenfive  utility,  is  not  a  fmall  one. 
We  participate  afrefh  in  every  fo- 
cial  adion  of  the  friend  whom  we 
loved  whilft  living,  and  pay  that 
tribute  to  his  name,  which  love 
and  friendfliip  demand — a  grateful 
and  honourable  remembrance. 

The  jufl  efleem  which  Pvlr.  Peter 
Collinfon  had  acquired,  among 
the  chief  promoters  of  natural  htf- 
tory  in  moll  parts  of  the  world, 
and  among  men  of  underftanding 
in  general,  in  every  part  of  ufeful 
fcience  ;  mud  render  any  apology 
unneceffary  for  exhibiting  fome 
account  of  him. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Peter  Collinfon  was  the 
great  grandfon  of  Peter  Collinfon, 
who  lived  on  his  paternal  eilate, 
called  Hugal-Hall,  near  Winder- 
mere Lake,  ten  miles  from  Kendal 
in  Weftmoreland.  He  was  born 
in  the  year  1693,  and  whilft  a 
youth  he  difcovered  a  flrong  at- 
tachment to  natural  hiftory.  In- 
fedls,  and  their  feveral  metamor- 
phofes,  employed  many  of  thofe 
hours,  which  at  his  time  of  life 
are  moftly  fpent  by  others  in  very 
different  purfuits.  Plants  likewife 
engaged  his  attention  ;  he  began 
early  to  make  a  colledion  of  dried 
fpecimens,  and  had  accefs  to  the 
bed  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London  Jn  the  year  1740  he 
was  confidered  among  thofe  who 
were  beft  acquainted  with  botany 
and  natural  hiftory  in  England — 
his  coUedion  was  very  large — the 
fpecimens  well  chofen — his  botanic 
garden  contained  many  curious 
plants  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other;  and  the  number  of  fuch 
kept  increafing  to  the  laft  period  of 
his  life. 

The  firft-rate  naturalifts  of  the 
age,  Drs.  Derham,  Woodward, 
Dale,  Lloyd,  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
and  iJir  Hans  Sloane,  were  among 
hjs  friends. — He  was  one  of  thofe 
fe.v  who  vifited  Sir  Hans  at  all 
times  familiarly,  and  continued 
-fo  to  do  to  the  lateft  period: — 
and  among  the  great  variety  of  ar- 
ticles which  formed  his  friend's 
fuperb  colie*^ion,  fmall  was  the 
number  of  thofe,  with  whofe  hif- 
tory  Mr,  Collinfon  was  not  well 
acquainted.  He  was  elefted  a  fel- 
low of  the  Royal  cJociety,  Decem- 
ber 12,  17.18,  and  was  one  of  the 
moll  diligent  and  ufeful  members 
of  that  refpedlable  body,  not  only 
in  fupplying  them  with  many  cu- 
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rious  obfervations  himfelf,  but  in 
promoting  and  preferving  an  ex- 
tenfive  correfpondence  with  learned 
foreigners  in  all  countries,  and  on 
every  ufeful  fubjeft — and  thus  ex- 
cited others  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  inftrudlion  and  entertain- 
ment of  the  fociety. 

Indeed  he  fufi'ered  nothing  ufe- 
ful in  either  art  or  fcience  to  efcape 
him. — There  were  but  few  men  of 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  all  pro- 
feflions  who  were  not  of  his  ac- 
quaintance—  he  acquainted  the 
learned  and  ingenious  in  diftanc 
parts  of,  the  globe  with  the  difco- 
veriesand  improvements  in  natural 
hiftory  in  this  country,  and  re- 
ceived the  like  information  from 
the  moft  eminent  perfons  in  almolt 
every  other.  His  correfpondepce 
with  Cadwallader  Coiden,  Efq;  of 
New  York,  and  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Franklin  of  Philadelphia,  fuinifh 
many  inftances  of  the  ben  fit  re- 
fulting  from  his  attention  to  all 
improvements.  To  him  Dr.  Frank- 
lin communicated  his  firlt  efTays 
on  eleflricity.  Their  minds  in  ihis 
refped  were  congenial,  ever  intenC 
upon  promoting  public  good. 

Perhaps  in  lon)e  future  period, 
the  account  he  procured  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  Iheep  in  Spam,  in 
refpefl  to  their  migrations  from  the 
mountains  to  the  plains,  and  their 
Hated  returns,  may  not  be  con- 
fidered among  the  leafl:  of  the  be- 
nefits accruing  from  his  extenfive 
and  inquifitive  correfpondence. 
When  America  is  better  peo- 
pled, the  mountainous  parts  more 
habitable,  the  plains  unloaded  of 
their  vail  forefts  and  cultivated,  the 
fineil  iheep  in  the  world  may  poffi- 
bly  cover  the  plains  of  Carolina. 
Georgia,  and  the  Floridas,  in  the 
winter  months,  and  retreat  to  ihc 
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mountains  as  the  fummer  heats  in- 
creafe,  and  dry  up  the  herbage. 
Probably  it  might  be  praftifed 
even  in  this  iiland  to  advantage; 
with  this  difference,  that  the 
higheft  ground  ftiould  be  chofcn 
for  the  winter  reiidence  of  thefe 
animals,  proper  fhelter  being  made 
for  them,  and  the  wetter  low  lands 
left  for  fummer. 

Mr.  Collinfon's  converfation  was 
chearful,  and  ufefully  entertaining 
— it  generally  turned  to  fome  in- 
tcrefliiyg  difquifition,  or  impart- 
ing fome  beneficial  information. 
With  fome  of  the  moil  eminent 
perfonages  in  the  kingdom,  as  di- 
llinguifhedby  their  talle  in  planting 
and  horticulture  as  by  their  rank, 
he  frequently  fpent  a  few  days  at 
their  feats,  imparting  many  advan- 
tageous hints  as  to  the  improve- 
ments they  were  defigning.  By 
his  extenfive  obfervation  and  ex- 
perience of  the  ciFedls  of  different 
methods  of  cultivation  ;  what  foil, 
what  afped  bell  fuited  diiFercnt 
plants  and  trees ;  how  bell  to  co- 
ver incurable  defedls ;  how  to  im- 
prove beauties,  &c. — he  often  pre- 
vented young  planters  from  com- 
mitting capital  millakes,  reftified 
others  who  had  been  mifled,  and 
prevailed  upon  many  of  his  friends, 
and  young  people  of  forturic,  to 
embark  in  this  rational  amufement, 
and  to  perfevere  in  it  greatly  to 
their  own  emolument,  and  the  lad- 
ing advantage  to  their  country. 

Planting,  he  ufed  to  fay,  and 
gardening,  fupply  a  fund  of  enter- 
tainment, the  moil  lailing  and  rea- 
fonable  of  any  occupation  ih  this 
life  ;  pleafures  not  to  be  purchafed. 
The  trees  which  we  ourfeives  have 
planted,  the  fruits  we  haveraifed, 
the  plants  we  have  cultivated,  feem 
to  be  like  our  children^  a  kind  of 


new  creation  ;  their  fhade,  their 
talle,  their  fragrance,  and  their 
beauties,  afFedl  us  with  a  richer 
repall  than  any  others.  What  a 
pleafing  fcene,  would  he  obferve, 
lies  open  to  a  young  man  of  for- 
tune devoted  to  fuch  amufements ! 
Each  fucceeding  year  produces  new 
Ihades,  other  fruits,  frelh  beauties, 
and  brings  befides  moll  certain 
profit.  To  behold  therifing  groves, 
barrennefs  made  fertile,  our  coun- 
try improved,  ourfeives  made  ufe- 
ful  and  happy,  and  pofterity  en- 
riched !  When  on  this  favourite 
fubjedt,  a  very  natural  refleftion 
often  efcaped  him,  that  he  feldom 
knew  a  man  pofTefl'ed  of  a  tafte  for 
fuch  pleafures,  who  was  not  at  the 
fame  time  temperate  and  virtuous. 
And  indeed  he  had  a  right  to  make 
the  obfervation ;  for  he  had  the  fa- 
lisfadion  of  reckoning  among  his 
moll  intimate  friends,  men  of  the 
moll  amiable  and  unblemifhed  cha- 
rafters  in  all  ilations,  parties,  and 
dillindions. 

Nor  was  he  only  employed  in 
promoting  this  talle  amongfl  his 
friends,  in  enlarging  their  views, 
corretling  and  refining  their  judg- 
ment, but  alio  in  furniihing  them 
with  the  means  of  increafing  their 
plantations :  and  it  is  but  doing 
jufiice  to  hir,  memory,  to  mention 
that  he  was  the  firlt  who  introduced 
the  great  variety  of  feeds  and 
(hrubs,  which  are  now  the  princi- 
pal ornaments  of  every  garden  ; 
and  that  it  was  owing  to  his  inde- 
fatigable induftry,  that  fo  many 
perfons  of  the  firil  diftinftion  are 
now  enabled  to  behold  groves  tranf- 
planted  from  the  weftern  continent 
flourifhing  fo  luxuriantly  in  their 
feveral  domains,  as  if  they  were  al- 
ready become  indigenous  to  Britain. 

His    bufinefs  in    the  mercantile 
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way  was  chiefly  to  North-America 
and  the  Weil-Indies,  the  former 
particularly.  He  had  perufed  every 
performance  that  was  vvrot^  refpe6l- 
ing  the  natural  hiftory  and  pro- 
duce of  all  our  own  fettlements, 
and  indeed  of  all  the  European  co- 
lonies in  the  new  world.  This  en- 
abled him  to  make  enquiries  after 
every  thing  that  was  curious  and 
ufeful,  and  brought  him  acquainted 
with  the  moft  intelligent  people 
who  came  over  from  America  ;  his 
enquiries  raifed  ibme  curiofity  in 
thofe  countries,  and  excited  a  tafle 
for  natural  hiftory  and  botanical 
refearches.  It  perhaps  may  fafely 
be  faid,  that  every  thing  of  this 
fort  that  has  appeared  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  world,  was  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  his  encouragement.  That 
eminent  naturalirt,  John  Bartram, 
may  almoll  be  faid  to  have  been 
created  fuch  by  Mr.  Coliinfon's 
aflillance  :  he  firll  recommeiided 
the  colle^ng  of  feeds,  and  after- 
ward^ alliiU-d  in  difpofmg  of  them 
in  this  country,  and  conltantly  ex- 
cited him  to  perfevere  in  invclli- 
gating  the  planes  of  America, 
which  he  has  executed  with  inde- 
fatigctble  labour,  thmugh  a  long 
courfe  of  year>,  and  wiili  amazing 
fuccefs. 

The  quantities  of  new  feeds  he 
received  from  America,  not  only 
fupplied  his  own  garden  with  every 
thing  that  was  curious,  but  fur- 
niihed  him  with  the  means  of  pro- 
curing othsrs,  in  exchange,  from 
other  parts  of  the  globe.  He  had 
fome  correfpondcntj  in  almoll every 
nation  in  h.u'-ope ;  fonn^  in  Afia, 
and  even  at  Pckln  ;  who  all  tranf- 
mltted  to  him  the  nioit  valuable 
feeds  rliey  could  colle^^l,  in  return 
for  tt:e  treafures  of  America.  In 
this  exchange  of  good  oHiccs,  there 


is  abundant  caufe  to  believe  no 
man  ever  exceeded  him  in  refpedt 
to  punftuality,  care,  or  generofity  ; 
few  had  ever  more  intelligent  cor- 
refpondents,  or  fucceeded  better  ia 
enriching  this  country  v/ith  tlie  ve- 
getable produce  of  every  other, 
that  could  either  add  to  its  advan- 
tage or  ornament. 

The  great  Linnaeus,  during  his 
refidence  in  England,  contrafted 
an  intimate  friend(hip  with  him, 
which  was  reciprocally  increafed 
by  good  offices,  and  continued  to 
the  laft  without  any  diminution. 
Mr.  Collinfon  frequently  prompted 
the  Americans  to  purfue  improve- 
ments alike  beneficial  to  thcmfelves 
and  to  his  country.  He  often 
urged  the  benefit,  nay  neceflity, 
of  cultivating  flax,  hemp,  wine, 
filk,  and  other  produds.  In  moft 
of  the  nothern  and  fouthern  colo- 
nies, there  are  a  variety  of  native 
grapes  growing  wild  in  the  woods, 
and  thriving  among  the  trees  and 
bufhes  for  their  fupport  Thefe 
yield  fruit  in  plenty  of  different 
kinds,  and  many  of  them  capable 
of  producing  a  rich  gocd  wine.  It 
would  be  eafy  in  Au:umn  to  collect 
a  fufTicient  quantity  of  the  fruit  to 
make  trial  of  the  wine.  A  few 
have  done  it  with  fuccefs,  and  the 
fault  feems  not  fo  much  in  the 
fruit,  as  want  of  flcill  or  care  in 
making  the  wine.  It  is  certainly 
now  high  time  for  the  American* 
to  apply  themfelvcs  diligcniy  to 
coltivate  their  native  produce:  and 
the  meafures  of  adminiirraiion  have 
at  length  forced  them  to  do  it, 
whether  they  chofe  it  or  not. 

He  was  a  me^mber  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquarians  from  it?  tirft*  Infti- 
tution,and  fupplied  them  often  with 
many  curious  articles  of  intelli- 
gence, and  obfervations  refpeifiing 
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this  and  other  countries  —  for 
wherever  he  was,  or  however  feem- 
ingly  engaged,  nothing  efcaped  his 
notice,  if  it  appeared  likely  to  be 
ufeful  or  inilruftive.  He  had  no 
greater  ambition  than  to  colledt 
what  knowledge  he  could,  and  to 
render  this  knowledge  fubfervient 
as  much  as  poflible  to  the  good  of 
mankind.  He  lived  many  years 
in  great]  domeflic  happinefs,  and 
his  family  took  the  fame  bias,  and 
aided  his  purfuits.  He  had  a 
pleafing  and  fecial  afped  —  his 
temper  open  and  communicative 
—  capable  of  feeling  for  diftrefs, 
and  ready  to  relieve.  He  rofe  very 
early,  and  whilll  in  the  country, 
his  time  was  almoft  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  his  garden,  obferving 
and  affifling  the  operations  of  na- 
ture, or  in  the  ftudy  of  other  parts 
of  phyfical  knowledge,  which  con- 
tributed to  his  health  and  pleafure. 

He' was  fond  of  fruit  to  an  ex- 
treme, and  of  flowers  a  perpetual 
admirer :  he  was  feldom  without 
them- hi  his  houfe,  from  the  early 
fnovvdrop  to  the  autumn  cyclamen. 
He  would  often  relate  with  plea- 
fore  the  aftonifhing  advancement 
made  in  his  time  in  horticulture  ; 
gave  inftances  of  many  plants, 
which  at  their  firft  intrcduflion 
would  not  bear  our  winters  without 
fhelter,  and  now  endured  almoft 
ourhardeft  frofts;  fo  that  foreigners 
flood  amazed  at  the  power  of  vege- 
tation in  this  country,  and  the 
happy  temperature  we  enjoy,  not- 
withAanding  the  unmerited  mur- 
murs of  the  unthinking  and  inju- 
dicious, againft  a  climate  the  moil 
favourable  of  all  others  to  the  real 
happinef-j  of  mankind. 

He  hath  left  behind  him  a  vaft 
treafure  of  dried  fpecimens  of 
plants,  and   in    fpite   of  repeated 


and  cruel  depredations  on  his  gar- 
den, whereby  he  loli  a  multitude  of 
valuable  plants  and  fhrubs,  and  had 
many  others  deftroyed  by  the  vil- 
lains in  the  aft  of  plunder,  he  has 
neverthelefs  left  a  fmall  treafure  of 
rare  plants,  in  greater  perfeftion 
than  can  be  feen  perhaps  in  any 
other  fpot. 

Excepting  fome  attacks  of  the 
gout,  in  general  he  enjoyed  perfe6l 
health,  and  great  equality  of  fpi- 
rits  ;  bearing  thofe  trials  which 
are  incident  to  man  with  fortitude 
and  refignation. 

In  fuch  a  courfe  he  arrived  at 
his  75th  year;  when  being  on  a 
vifit  to  Lord  Petre,  in  ElTex,  for 
whom  he  ha4  a  fingular  regard,  he 
was  feized  with  a  total  fupprefiion 
of  urine,  which  baffling  every  at- 
tempt to  relieve  it,  proved  fatal  on 
the  nth  of  Auguft  1768,  and  de- 
prived his  family,  his  friends,  and 
country,  of  a  man  devoted  to  their 
intereft  and  advantage.  Inclofed 
in  his  will  was  found  a  paper,  im- 
porting, *'  that  he  hoped  he  fhould 
leave  behind  him  a  good  name, 
which  he  valued  more  than  riches; 
that  he  had  endeavoured  not  to  live 
ufelefsly ;  and  that  all  his  days  he 
conftantly  aimed  to  be  a  friend  to 
mankind."  Such  indeed  he  was, 
to  the  utmod  of  his  ability ;  and 
he  may  jultly  be  confidered  as  a 
latent  fpring  to  many  important 
improvements,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  principal  promoters  of  natural 
hiftory  in  general,  and  of  horti- 
culture in  particular,  in  the  age  in 
which  he  lived. 

AJdliions  to  the  ahoDe  Memoirs,  by  a 
Gent,  nvho  fub/crihes  him/elf  Y . 

AMONG  Mr.  Collinfon's  par- 
ticular friends  (lands  the  name 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  to  whom 
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lie  communicated  many  valuable 
particulars.  Their  minds  were  con- 
genial, and  ever  intent  on  promot- 
ing the  public  good. — The  follow- 
ing letter  is  one  proof  thereof,  and 
therefore  deferves  a  place  in  your 
valuable  repofilory.  Y. 

To   MlCHAEI,   COLLINSON,  Efq. 


EAR 


Si  r, 


Understanding  that  an  ac- 
count of  our  dear  departed  friend 
Mr.  Peter  Collinfon  is  intended  to 
be  given  to  the  public,  I  cannoc 
omit  expreffing  my  approbation  of 
the  dcfign.  The  charaders  of  good 
men  are  exemplary,  and  often  fti- 
mulate  the  well-difpofed  to  an  imi- 
tation, beneficial  to  mankind,  and 
honourable  to  themfelves.  And  as 
you  may  be  unacquainted  with  the 
following  inilances  of  his  zeal  and 
ufefulnefs  in  promoting  knowledge, 
which  fell  within  my  obfervation, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  informing 
you,  that  in  1730,  a  fubfcription 
library  being  fet  on  foot  at  Phila- 
delphia, he  encouraged  the  defign, 
by  making  feveral  very  valuable 
prefents  to  it,  and  procuring  others 
from  his  friends :  and  as  the  library 
company  had  a  confiderable  fum 
arifing  annually  to  be  laid  out  in 
books,  and  needed  a  judicious 
friend  in  London  to  tranfatl  the 
bufinefs  for  them,  he  voluntarily 
and  chearfully  undertook  that  fer- 
vice,  and  executed  it  for  more  than 
thirty  years  fuccelfively ;  affilting 
in  the  choice  of  books,  and  tak- 
ing the  whole  care  of  coIlecHng 
and  (hipping  them,  without  ever 
charging  or  accepting  any  confider- 
ation  for  his  trouble.  The  fuc- 
Cefs  of  this  library  (greatly  owing 
to  his  kind  countenance  and  good 
advice)    encouraged    the    crcding 


others  in  different  places  on  the 
fame  plan  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed 
there  are  now  upwards  of  thirty 
fubfifting  in  the  feveral  colonies, 
which  have  contributed  greatly  to 
the  fpreading  of  ufeful  knowledge 
in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  the 
books  he  recommended  being  all 
of  that  kind,  and  the  catalogue  of 
this  firft  library  being  much  re- 
fpefted  and  followed  by  thofe  li^ 
braries  that  fucceeded. 

During  the  fame  time  he  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  direftors  of  the  li- 
brary the  earlieft  accounts  of  every 
new  European  improvement  in 
agriculture  and  the  arts,  and  eve- 
Ty  philofophical  difcovery :  among 
which,  in  1745,  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^" 
account  of  the  new  German  expe- 
riments in  eleftricity,  together  with 
a  glafs  tube,  and  fome  diredlions 
for  ufing  it,  fo  as  to  repeat  thofe 
experiments.  This  was  the  firft 
notice  I  had  of  that  curious  fubjeft, 
which  I  afterwards  profecuted  with 
fome  diligence,  being  encouraged 
by  the  friendly  reception  he  gave 
to  the  letters  I  wrote  to  him  upon 
it.  Pleafe  to  accept  this  fmall  tcf- 
timony  of  mine  to  his  memory, 
for  which  I  (hall  ever  have  the  ut- 
moft  refpeft  ;  and  believe  me,  with 
fincere  efteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant. 
Loud,  Mag,  B.Franklin. 


Some  Account  of  the  late  celebrated 
Mr.  Fergufonj^^Dr.  Tho.Houl- 
fton,  ©/'Liverpool. 

MR.  James  Fergufon  was  born 
in    Scotland,  of   vtry  poor 
parents.       At  the  earlieft  afje  his 
extraordinary  genius  began  to  ex- 
ert iifelf.     He  firil  learned^to  i^ad 
E  3  by 
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by  overhearing  his  father  teach  his 
eider  hro'her  ;  and  he  had  made 
thi  ac  uifuicn  before  any  one  fuf- 
pecied  it.  He  foon  difcovered  a 
pecuJia-  talle  for  mechanics,  which 
£rft  arofe  on  Jeeing  iiis  father  ufe  a 
lever.  He  purdied  this  J^udy  a 
coniiderable  length,  even  whilft 
very  young,  and  made  a  watch  in 
w cod -vv<?rk>  from  having  once  feen 


Society,  without  paying  for  ad- 
ro  flion  (an  honour  icar».ely  ever 
conferred  on  a  native)  and  had  a 
penfion  of  50I.  per  ann.  given 
him,  unfolicited,  by  our  gracious 
king,  at  his  accefljon,  who  had  heard 
ledures  from  him,  and  frequently 
fenc  for  and  converfed  with  him  on 
curious  topics.  lie  alio  received 
feveral  prefents  from  his  majeftyj 


one^    As  he  had  no  inltrudor,  nor     the  patron  of  real  merit.    To  what 


any  help-  from  book?,  every  thing 
he  learned  had  all  the  merit  of  an 
original  difcovery  ;  and  fuch,  with 
infinite  joy,  he  believed  it  to  be. 
As  foon  as  his  age  would  permit, 
he  went  to  fervice,  in  which  he 
met  with  hardfiiips,  which  rendered 
his  conftituiion  feeble  through  life. 
Whilft  he  was  fervant  to  a  farmer 
(whofe  goodnefo  he  acknowledges 
in  the  modeH  and  humble  account 
of  himfelf  which  he  prefixed  to 
his  lalt  publication)  he  frequently 
contemplated  the  ftars,  and  began 
the  fludy  of  aftronomy,  by  laying 
down,  from  his  own  obfervations 
only,  a  celellial  globe.     His  kind 


a  degree  of  confideiation  Mr.  Fer- 
gufon  mounted  by  the  Itrength  of 
his  natural  genius,  almoft  every 
one  knows.  He  was  univerfally 
confidered  as  at  the  head  of  aftro- 
nomy and  mechanics  in  this  na- 
tion of  philofophers.  And  he 
might  juftly  be  ftyled  felf- taught, 
or  rather  heaven-taught  ;  for  in 
his  whole  life  he  had  not  above 
half  a  year's  inftru(5lion  at  fchool. 
He  was  a  man  of  the  cleareft  judg- 
ment, and  the  moft  unwearied  ap- 
plication to  ftudy  ;  benevolent, 
meek  and  innocent  in  his  manners 
as  a  child  ;  humble,  courteous,  and 
communicative  ;  inftead  of  pedan- 
malter,  obferving    thefc   marks  of    try,  philofophy  feemed  to  produce 


his  ingenuity,  procured  him  the 
countenance  and  affiliance  of  his 
fuperiors.  By  their  help  and  iu- 
llrudions,  he  went  on  gaining  far- 
ther knowledge,  and  was  fent  to 
Edinburgh.  There  he  began  to 
take  portraits,  an  employment  by 
"which  he  fupported  himfelf  and 
family  for  feveral  years,  both  in 
Scotland  and  England,  whilft  he 
was  purfuing  more  ferious  ftudies. 
In  London  he  hrll  publilhed  fome 
curious  altronomical  tables  and  cal- 
culations, and  afterwards  gave  pub- 
lic lectures  in  experimental  philo- 


in  him  only  diffidence  and  urbanity 
— a  love  for  mankind  and  for  his 
Maker.  His  whole  life  was  an 
example  of  refignation  and  Chrif- 
tian  piety.  He  might  be  faid  to 
be  an  enthufiaft  in  his  love  of  God, 
if  religion,  founded  on  fuch  fub- 
ftantial  and  enlightened  grounds  as 
his  was,  could  be  like  enthufiafm. 
After  a  long  and  ufeful  life,  un- 
happy in  his  family  connedions, 
in  a  feeble  and  precarious  ftate  ot' 
health,  worn  out  with  ftudy,  age, 
and  infirmities,  he  was  at  length 
permitted    to    attain   that  heaven. 


fophy,  which  he  repeated  (by  Tub-  on  which  his  thoughts   and  views 

fcription)  in  moft  of  the  principal  had  long  been  fixed,  and  which  is 

towns  in  England,  with  the  higheft  the  ultimate    reward  of  learning, 

marks  of  general  approbation.  He  virtue,  patience,  and  piety, 

was  elecied  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Liverpool,  Nov.  20,  177'^- 
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Mtmoirs  of  the  late  Mr,  George  Ed- 
wards, Fello'TV  of  the  Royal  and 
Antiquarian  Societies, 

GEORGE  EDWARDS  was 
born  at  Stratford,  a  hamlet 
belonging  to  Weftham,  in  EfTex, 
on  the  3d  of  April,  1694.  He 
paiTed  fome  of  his  early  years  un- 
der the  tuition  of  a  clergyman, 
named  Hewit,  who  was  then  maf- 
ter  of  a  public  fchool  at  Layton- 
Stone,  which  is  only  a  few  miles 
diftant  from  the  village  where  he 
was  born.  After  quitting  the 
fchool,  he  was  placed  with  another 
iTiinifter  of  the  eftablifhed  church 
at  Brentwood;  and,  being defigned 
by  his  parents  for  bufinefs,  was 
pat  apprentice  to  a  tradefman  in 
Fenchurch-ltreet.  His  mailer,  not 
\ek  diilinguiflied  for  his  ftri^  re- 
gard to  religion,  than  for  his  un- 
common fkill  in  the  learned  lan- 
guages, treated  him  with  remark- 
able kindnefs  and  civility. 

An  event  happened  about  the 
middle  of  the  term  of  his  appren- 
ticeftiip,  which  it  is  necefTary  to 
mention.  Dr.  Nicholas,  a  perfon 
of  eminence  in  the  phyfical  world, 
and  a  relative  of  his  mailer,  hap- 
pened to  die.  His  books  which 
were  vtry  numerous,  having  been 
removed  from  Covent  Garden  to 
an  apartment  then  occupied  by  our 
young  naturaliil,  he  availed  him- 
feif  of  this  unexpe6led  incident, 
and  pafTed  all  the  leifure  of  the 
day,  and,  not  unfrequently,  acon- 
fjderable  part  of  the  night,  in 
turning  over  this  colledion  of  na- 
tural hillory,  fculpture,  painting, 
aftronomy,  and  antiquities. 

The  expedation  of  obtaining 
that  opulence,  which  commerce 
beilows  on  her  afliduous  votaries, 
now  ceafed.      The  (hop   and  the 


Exchange  had  loft  all  their  de- 
lights ;  and,  on  the  expiration  of 
his  fervitudc,  he  conceived  a  defiga 
to  travel  in:o  foreign  countries,  to 
improve  his  tafte,  and  enlarge  his 
mind. 

In  1716,  having  no  intention 
of  entering  on  bufinefs,  he  took 
Ihipping  for  Holland,  and  vifited 
moll  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
United  Provinces,  remaining  ab- 
fent  a  month.  On  his  return,  he 
was  two  years  unemployed  in  Lon- 
don and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
then  went  on  board"  a  (hip  bound 
to  Norway,  at  the  invitation  of  a 
gentleman,  who  was  difpofed  to  be 
his  friend,  and  whofe  nephew  was 
maOer  of  the  vcfTel  in  which  he 
embarked. 

Nothing  material  occurred  on 
the  voyage,  and  they  foon  arrived 
at  the  defigned  port.  A  country 
diverfified  with  rocks  of  ftupendous 
magnitude,  and  trees  of  unfading 
verdure,  where  fome  of  the  natives 
have  fcarce  experienced  the  arts  of 
civilization,  could  not  fail  to  af- 
ford novelty,  if  it  did  not  impart 
fatisfadlion  to  an  Englifhman.  1  he 
fun,  during  his  Hay,  fet  only  to 
rife  ;  and  few  hours  were  allotted 
to  fleep,  either  by  him  or  his  com- 
pany. Sometimes  he  wandered  on 
the  banks  of  creeks,  the  haunt  of 
fea  fowl,  and  other  rude  birds, 
where  no  articulate  voice  was 
heard  ;  and,  at  other  feafons,  re- 
marked the  progrefs  of  vegetation 
among  the  hills :  and  yet,  fuch  is 
the  force  of  cuftpm  in  the  human 
mind,  that  the  rude  inhabitant  has 
no  ambition  to  quit  his  native 
mountains,  clad  with  perpetual 
fnovv,  for  the  funny  regions  of 
more  fouthern  latitudr-'s.  Our  au- 
thor frequently  experienced  among 
thefe  illiterate  people  ihat  holpi- 
£  4  ulity. 
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tality,  which  flouriflies   lefs^igo- 
roufly  in  more  civilized  countries. 

In  his  excurfion  to  Frederick-: 
lladt.  he  was  not  diftanc  from  the 
thunder  of  Charles  the  XIl's  can- 
non, who  at  that  time  belie2;ed 
Frcderickfhall ;  where  that  unfor- 
tunate monarch  ftained  his  laurels 
by  an  ignominious  defeat,  and  was 
deprived  of  his  life  as  well  as  his 
crown. 

He  was  difappointed  of  vifiting 
that  country  by  this  circumftance, 
as  the  Sw  edllh  army  w-is  particu- 
larly aiilduous  in  confining  ftrangers, 
and  thole  who  could  not  give  a 
good  account  of  themfelves  when 
they  happened  to  meet  with  them. 
But„  notwithltanding  all  his  pre- 
caution, he  was  confined  by  the 
Danifh  gucrd,  who  erroneoufly 
Juppofcd  him  a  fpy  employed  by 
the  enemy  to  obtain  intelligence  of 
their  defigns.  However,  by  pro- 
curing teftimonials  of  his  inno- 
cence, a  releafe  was  granted. 

Jn  July  he  embarked  for  Eng- 
land, but  the  fhip,  on  its  arrival 
at  Scilly,  was  detained  by  contrary 
winds.  During  his  confinement 
liere,  his  leifure  time  was  chiefly 
taken  up  With  fi(hing,  and  fuch 
other  amufements  as  his  fituation 
would  admit  of;  and  he  was  not  a 
little  delighted  with  the  vaft  cliffs 
©f  that  romantic  ifland,  and  the 
harfli  clamours  of  its  feathered  in- 
habitants. Soon  after  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  retired  to  his  native 
place,  where  he  fpent  the  winter  : 
but,  being  defirous  of  vifiting 
France,  went  by  way  of  Dieppe  to 
Paris,  in  17 19;  and,  having  feen 
its  curiofities,  took  a  lodging  in  a 
village  called  Greencburt,  in  the 
great  park  of  Verfailles :  but,  to 
his  mortification,  the  menagery, 
^t  that  time,  had  no  living  crea- 


ture in  it ;  the  court  not  refiding 
there  in  the  king's  m'noi  t/,  the 
famous  colledion  of  aniina'%  &c. 
had  been  neglected,  and  ail  .Jead 
or  dil'perfed. 

The  pompous  cavalcades,  and 
expofition  of  reliquc?,  in  the  fe- 
veral  churches  and  religious  hcufes, 
excited  his  attention;  and  the  la- 
bours of  the  fcuiptor  aiid  painter, 
in  the  public  buildings,  claimed 
his  admiration. 

During  his  iiay  in  France,  he 
made  two  journies  of  one  hundred 
miles  each  ;  the  firft  to  Chalons  in 
Champagne,  in  May  T720;  the 
fecond  on  foot  to  Orleans  and 
Blois,  in  a  difguifed  habit,  with  a 
view  to  elcape  thofe  fons  of  ra- 
pine, who  often  make  their  de- 
predations on  travellers.  An  edid 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  un- 
fortunately ifTued  to  fecure  va- 
grants, in  order  to  tranfport  them 
to  America,  as  the  banks  of  the 
Miffifippi  wanted  population  ;  and 
our  author  narrowly  efcaped  a 
weftern  voyage. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  Mr. 
Edwards  clofely  purfued  his  fa- 
vourite itudy  of  natural  hiftory,  ap- 
plying himfelf  to  drawing  and  co- 
louring fuch  animals  as  fell  under 
his  notice.  A  liridl  attention  to 
natural,  more  than  pidurefque 
beauty,  claimed  his  earlielt  care: 
birds  firll  engaged  his  particular 
attention  ;  and,  having  purchafed 
fome  of  the  beft  piduies  of  ihefe 
fubje6ls,  he  was  induced  to  make 
a  few  drawings  of  his  own  ;  which 
were  admired  by  the  curious,  who 
encouraged  our  young  naturaJill  to 
proceed,  by  paying  a  good  price 
for  his  early  labours. 

Among  his  firft  patrons  and  be- 

nefadors  may  be  mentioned  James 

Theobalds,  Efij;  of  Lambeth  ;   a 
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gentleman  zealous  for  the  promo- 
tion of  fcience  Our  artift,  thus 
\inexpe6led  I V  encouraged,  increafed 
in  (kill  and  affiduity,  and  procured, 
by  his  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuit,  a  decent  fubfiflence,  and 
a  large  acquaintance.  However, 
he  remitted  his  induftry  in  173 1, 
when,  in  company  with  two  of  his 
relations,  he  made  an  excurfion  to 
Holland  and  Brabant,  where  he 
collefted  (everal  fcarce  books  and 
prints,  and  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  original  pidures  of 
feveral  great  mailers  at  Antwerp, 
Bruflels,  Utretcht,  and  other  great 
cities. 

In  December  1733,  by  the  re- 
commendation of  the  great  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  Bart,  prefident  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  he  was 
chofen  librarian,  and  had  apart- 
ments in  the  college.  This  office 
was  peculiarly  agreeable  to  his 
tade  and  inclination,  as  he  had 
the  opportunity  of  a  conftant  re- 
courfe  to  a  valuable  library,  filled 
with  fcarce  and  curious  books  on 
the  fubjefts  of  natural  hiftory, 
which  he  fo  affiduoufly  ftudied. 
By  degrees  he  became  one  of  the 
moll  eminent  ornithologies  in  this, 
or  any  other  country.  His  merit 
is  To  well  known  in  this  refpedt,  as 
y  to  render  any  eulogium  on  his  per- 
formances unneceiTary  :  but  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  he  never  trufted 
to  others  what  he  could  perform 
himfelf;  and  often  found  it  fo 
difficult  to  give  fatisfadion  to  his 
own  mind,  that  he  frequently  made 
three  or  four  drawings  to  delineate 
the  objedl  in  its  moll  lively  cha- 
ratter,  attitude,  and  reprefenta- 
tion. 

In  1743,  the  iirft  volume  of  the 
Hiftory  of  Birds  was  publiihcd  in 
^uartQ. 


His  fubfcribcrs  exceeded  even 
his  moft  fanguine  expedation  ;  ft 
fecond  volume  appeared  in  1747. 

The  third  volume  waspublilhed 
in  1750. 

In  175 1  the  fourth  volume  came 
from  the  prefs. 

This  volume  being  the  laft  he 
intended  to  publifh  at  that  time, 
he  feems  to  have  confidered  it  as 
the  raoft  perfed  of  his  productions 
in  natural  hiltory ;  and  therefore 
devoutly  offered  it  up  to  the  great 
God  of  nature,  in  humble  grati- 
tude for  all  the  good  things  he  had 
received  from  him  in  this  world. 

Our  author,  in  1758,  continued 
his  labours  under  a  new  title,  viz. 
Gleanings  of  Natural  Hiftory. 

A  fecond  volume  of  the  Glean- 
ings was  publiftied  in  1760. 

The  third  part,  which  made  the 
feventh  and  laft  volume  of  hit 
works,  appeared  in  1764. 

Thus  our  author,  after  a  long 
feries  of  years,  the  moft  ftudious 
application,  and  the  moft  extenfive 
correfpondence  to  every  quarter  of 
the  world,  concluded  a  work  which 
contains  engravings  and  defcrip- 
tions  of  more  than  fix  hundred  fub- 
jeds  in  natural  hiftory,  not  before 
defcribed  or  delineated.  He  like- 
wife  added  a  general  index  in 
French  and  Englifh,  which  is  now 
perfeftly  compleated  with  the  Lin- 
neaean  names,  by  that  great  na« 
turalift  Linnzeus'himfelf,  who  fre- 
quently honoured  him  with  his 
friendfhip  and  correfpondence. 

Upon  finiftiing  the  work,  wc 
find  the  following  declaration,  or 
rather  remarkable  petition  of  the 
author,  where  he  feems  afraid  that 
his  pafTion  for  his  favourite  fub- 
jeft  of  Natural  Hiftory  fhouid  get 
the  better  of  nobler  purfuits,  via. 
the  contemplaiion  of  his  Maker  : 
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*'  My  petition  to  God  (if  peti- 
tions to  God  are  not  prefumptuous) 
is,  that  he  would  remove  from 
.Hi  -jBie  all  defire  of  purfuing  Na- 
tural Hiftory,  or  any  other  ftudy ; 
and  infpire  me  with  as  much 
knowledge  of  his  Divine  Nature 
as  my  imperfect  ftate  is  capable 
of;  that  I  may  conduct  myfeif,  for 
the  remainder  of  my  days,  in  a 
manner  mod  agreeable  to  his  will, 
which  muft  confequently  be  moft 
happy  to  myfeif.  What  my  con- 
dition may  be  in  futurity  is  known 
only  to  the  wife  Difpofer  of  all 
things ;  yet  my  prefent  defires  are 
(perhaps  vain  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  nature  of  things !)  that  1  may 
become  an  intelligent  fpirit,  void 
of  g^rofs  matter,  gravity  and  levi- 
ty, endowed  with  a  voluntary  mo- 
tive power  either  to  pierce  infinite- 
}y  into  boundlefs  ethereal  fpace, 
or  into  folid  bodies ;  to  fpe  and 
know  how  the  parts  of  the  great 
univerfe  are  conneded  with  each 
other,  and  by  what  amazing  me- 
chanifm  they  are  put  and  kept  in 
regular  and  perpetual  motion. 
But,  oh  vain  and  daring  prefump- 
tion  of  thought  I  I  moit  humbly 
fabmit  my  future  exiitence  to  the 
fupreme  will  of  the  one  Omnipo- 
tent!" 

Some  time  after  Mr.  Edwards 
had  been  appointed  library  keeper 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians, 
he  was,  on  St.  Andrew's  day,  in 
the  year  1750,  prefented  with  an 
honprary  compliment  by  the  Pre- 
fident  and  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society,  with  the  gold  medal,  the 
donation  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley, 
jBart.  annually  given  on  that  day 
10  the  author  of  any  new  difcovery 
ia  art  or  nature,  in  confideration 
of  his  Natyral  Hiftory  juft  then 
completed.  A  copy  of  this  medal 
he  had  afterwards   engraved  and 


placed  under  the  general  title  ia 
the  firft  volume  of  his  Hiftory. 
He  was  a  few  years  afterwards 
elecled  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Socie- 
ty, and  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, London,  and  alfo  a  mem- 
ber of  many  of  the  Academies  of 
fciences  and  learning  in  diflerent 
parts  of  Europe.  In  compliment 
to  thefe  honorary  diftinclions  from 
fuch  learned  bodies,  he  prefented 
elegant  coloured  copies  of  all  his 
works  to  the  Pvoyal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians, the  Royal  Society,  the  So» 
ciety  of  Antiquarians,  and  to  the 
Britifh  Mui'eum  ;  alfo  to  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  from 
whom  he  received  the  moft  polite 
and  obliging  letter  of  thanks  by 
their  then  Secretary  Monfieur  De- 
fouchy. 

The  nobility  and  gentry  fre- 
quently honoured  him  with  their 
friendfhip  and  generous  fupport  ; 
and  he  mentions  with  peculiar 
pleafure  being  patronifed  by  four 
great  men,  who  were  perhaps  the 
greateft  promoters  of  learning, 
fcience,  and  arts,  of  any  in  the 
prefent  age.  Thefe  were  the  late 
Duke  of  Richmond,  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  Dr.  Mead,  and  Martin 
Folkes,  Efq. 

His  colledlion  of  drawings, 
which  amounted  to  upwards  of 
nine  hundred,  were  purchafed  by 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  would  con- 
fer a  favour  on  poUericy  by  publifti- 
ing  engravings  from  them,  as  they 
contain  a  great  number  of  Englifh 
as  well  as  foreign  birds  and  oiher 
animals  hitherto  not  accurately  de- 
lineated or  defcribed. 

After  the  publication  of  the  laft 
work,  being  arrjved  at  his  70th 
year,  he  found  his  fight  begin  to 
fail,  and  his  hand  loft  its  wonted 
fteadinefs.  He  retired  from  public 
employment  to  a  little  houfe  which 
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he  purchafed  at  Plaiftow  ;  previous 
to  which  he  difpofed  of  all  the 
copies,  as  well  as  plates,  of  his 
works.  The  converfation  of  a 
few  felefl  friends,  and  the  oerufal 
of  a  few  feledl  books,  were  the 
amufement  of  the  evening  of  his 
life ;  and  now  and  then  he  made 
an  excurfion  to  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  in  England,  particu- 
larly to  Briftol,  Bath,  Exeter,  and 
Norwich. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  of  a  middle 
ilature,  rather  inclined  to  corpu- 
lence :  of  a  liberal  difpofition, 
and  a  chcarful  converfation.  All 
his  acquaintance  experienced  his 
benevolent  temper,  and  his  poor 
neighbours  frequently  partook  of 
his  bounty. 

His  diffidence  and  humility  were 
always  apparent,  and  to  perfons 
who  had  a  talle  for  ftudies  conge- 
nial to  his  own  he  was  a  mofl  en- 
tertaining as  well  as  communi- 
cative companion. 

Some  years  before  his  death  the 
alarming  depredations  of  a  cancer. 


which  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  phy- 
fical  ikill,  deprived  him  of  the 
light  of  one  of  his  eyes:  he  alfo 
fuffered  much  from  the  ftone,  a 
complaint  to  which  at  different  pe- 
riods of  life  he  had  been  fubjeft. 
Yet  it  had  been  remarked,  that  in 
the  fevereil  paroxyfms  of  raifcry  he 
was  fcarcely  known  to  utter  a 
fingle  complaint. 

Having  completed  his  8oth 
year,  emaciated  with  age  and  fick- 
nefs,  he  died  on  the  23d  of  July 
1773,  defervedly  lamented  by  a 
numerous  acquaintance.  He  left 
two  fillers,  to  whom  he  bequeath- 
ed the  fortune  acquired  by  affi- 
duous  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuits  5  they  died  lately,  within 
a  few  hours  of  each  other,  and 
were  buried  together. 

His  remains  were  interred  in 
the  church-yard  of  Weftham,  his 
native  paiifh,  where  his  executors 
have  erefted  a  ftone,  with  the  lol- 
lowing  infcription,  to  perpetuate 
to  pollerity  his  ikill  as  an  artift. 


H. 


E   P   I   T   A   P 

Here  lies  interred 

The  Body  of  GEO.  EDWARDS,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 

Who  departed  this  Life  the  23d  Day  of  July  1773^ 

Aged  81   Years; 

Formerly  Librarian 

To  the  Royal    College    of  Physicians, 

In  which  Capacity, 

As  well  as  in  private  Life, 

He  was  univerfally 

And  defervedly  efteemed. 

His  NATURAL    HISTORY   of  BIRDS 

Will  remain 

A  lailing  Monument  of  his  Knowledge 

And  Ingenuity. 
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Some  Account  of  the  Deaths  &c,  of 
the  Abbe  Laurence  Ricci,  G^- 
veral  of  the  Jefuits,  at  the  time 
tf  their  DiJJhlution  ;  luith  an  au- 

'  ihentic  Copy  of  a  Declaration',  left 
hy  him  in  meriting,  concerning  th'e 
Crimes  imputed  to  himfelf  and  his 
Order ;  collected  from  Letters 
'written  from  Rome  upon  that 
Occafion, 

LAWRENCE  Ricci  was  born 
at  Florence,  the  2d  of  Au- 
gult,  1703,  of  an  illuftrious  fa- 
mily :  he  entered  in to'^  the  Society 
cf  Jefus  in  the  year  1720,  and  was 
'  Inade  General  of  it  on  the  21ft  cf 
May  1758.  After  the  dertruftion 
of  the  fociety,  he  was  fent  pri- 
foner  to  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angelo, 
on  the  22d  of  Septemt^tr  1773, 
where  death  put  an  end  tohis  fuf- 
fering  life. 

His  laft  illnefs  was  but  of  a  few 
days :  the  eighth  was  the  laft  of 
pain  and  life,  loaded  with  a 
weight  of  years,  rendered  more 
weighty  by  many  heavy  croiTes, 
and  by  a  variety  and  long  feries 
of  afEiftions ;  with  accumulated 
woe  on  the  laicer  period  of  them,  by 
the  fuppreffion  of  his  order ;  by 
the  calumnies  caft  on  it  and  him- 
felf; by  the  imprifonment  of  his 
own  perfon,  and  a  long,  painful, 
and  clofe  confinement,  elpecially 
for  the  firft  eighteen  months  of  it ; 
— under  this  complication  of  years 
and  forrows,  he  was  little  able  to 
fupport  a  violent  attack  of  an  in- 
jRammatory  fever.  The  relief  and 
faccours  which  his  Holinefs  vouch- 
fafed  to  afford  him  in  his  fick 
Hate,  by  giving  in  charge  to  his 
own  phyfician,  Doflor  Sallicetti, 
to  leave  no  endeavours  untried  for 
his  recovery,  were  without  effedt. 


Bleeding  was  repeated  to  the  fourtli 
time,  and  blifters  were  applied, 
but  it  foon  appeared  that  all  means 
to  fave  his  life  were  unavailing. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  his  dif- 
cafe  difcovered  themfelves  on 
Thurfday  evening,  November  16. 
After  having  taken  his  walk,  ac- 
cording to  his  cudom,  on  the  ter- 
race of  the  caltle,  on  his  return  to 
his  aparcment  he  was  feized  with  a 
chillnefs  and  a  cold,  which  imme- 
diately became  very  violent.  The 
fever  foon  increaied  upon  him. 
On  Saturday  evening  his  life  was 
judged  to  be  in  danger;  and,  on 
the  Friday  following,  the  24th  of 
November,  a  little  after  noon,  at 
a  time  when  all  oppofition  to  his 
enlargement  feemed  to  be  re- 
moved, he  fweetly  gave  up  his 
foul  to  his  Redeemer  at  the  age 
of  feventy-two  years,  three  months, 
and  twenty-two  days,  having  liv- 
ed fifty-five  years,  three  months, 
and  fix  days,  in  religion.  It  had 
been  his  requeft,  that  the  crucifix, 
which  he  always  carried  about 
him,  fliould  be  delivered  to  his 
nephew;  that  his  little  wardrobe 
fhould  be  diftributed,  by  way  of 
fome  fraall  recompence,  to  thofe 
who  had  ferved  him ;  and  that  he 
fhould  be  buried  at  the  late  pro- 
fefted  houfe  of  the  Jefuits. 

He  retained  his  fenfes  to  the 
laft  ;  and  bore  the  pains  of  his  ill- 
nefs, as  he  had  done  all  the  afflic- 
tions of  body  and  mind,  of  which 
the  many  and  great  injuries  and 
affronts  offered  to  himfelf  and  his 
order,particularlybyalongand  clofe 
confinement,  mud  have  been  pro- 
dudive,  with  the  greateft  patience 
and  rengnation.  Before  he  took 
the  facrament,  which,  as  well  as 
the  extreme- undion,  he  called  for 
wilh  the  greateft  fervour,  and  re- 
ceived 


CHARACTERS. 


6t 


c«Ived  With  the  greateft  devotion  ; 
judging  he  ought  not  to  be  want- 
ing to  himfelf,  by  a  folomn  de- 
claration of  his  own  innocence, 
and  that  of  his  order,  which  he 
had  governed  for  the  fpace  of  15 
years,  he  began  to  fpeak,  as  fol- 
lows, in  the  prefence  of  the  Vice- 
governor  of  the  calUe  of  St.  An* 
gelo,  his  Secretary  Don  Giovanni, 
Abbe  Orlando,  a  ferjeant,  and  a 
corporal,  the  apothecary,  the  do- 
meftics  of  the  Governor  Camillo 
and  Pietruccio,  nine  foldiers  and 
galley-flaves  (all  whofe  names  we 
could  mention)  who  had  accom- 
panied the  facrament  into  his 
apartment  :  *•  That  he  fincerely 
pardoned  all  thofe  who  had  been 
inflruHLenral  in  the  deftrudion  of 
the  fociety  : — lie  did  not  omit  to 
pray  particularly  for  thofe  who 
had  reduced  him  to  this  Hate  of 
'  inability  and  fulFerings,  and  to 
implore  the  blefling  of  heaven  on 
them  :'*  After  which,  raifing  his 
voice,  and  with  a  remarkable  firm 
tone,  he  faid,  *'  that  in  the  pre- 
fence of  God,  whom  he  adored  in 
his  auguft  facrament,  and  by  whom 
fhortly  he  was  going  to  be  judg- 
ed, he  declared  to  the  whole  world, 
that  he  was  entirely  innocent  of 
all  that  had  been  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  of  whatever  might 
have  contributed  tp  the  deftrudion 
of  the  Society  entruHed  to  his 
care,  or  to  his  own  perfonal  im- 
prifonment.  He  thanked  God  for 
withdrawing  him  from  this  world, 
and  hoped  that  his  death  would 
procure  feme  alleviation  to  thofe 
who  fufFered  with  him  in  the  fame 
caufe.*' 

During  his  illnefs,  feveral  car- 
dinals fent  conftantly  to  enquire 
after  his  health;  and  the  Pope, 
OQ  fendiug  him  his  apodolical  bc- 


nediflion,  accompanied  it  with  tha 
moll  tender  and  paternal  expref- 
fions. 

All  thofe  who  were  prcfent  at 
the  death  of  this  late  and  laft  Ge- 
neral of  the  Society  of  Jefus,  (in- 
deed, we  may  fay  all  Rome,  as 
they  were  not  ignorant  of  the  cir- 
cumflances)  and  even  to  the  gal- 
ley-flaves of  the  cafile,  all  conceiv- 
ed the  greateft  veneration  for  his 
memory,  and  all  look  on  his  death 
as  precious  in  the  fight  of  God, 
Dr.  Sallicetti  declared  openly,  that 
he  had  been  prefent  at  the  deaths 
of  many  perfons  in  repute  for 
piety  and  virtue,  but  that  he  had 
never  been  witnefs  to  fuch  fenti- 
ments  as  thofe  he  had  juft  been 
prefent  at. 

The  Pope  gave  orders  to  Car- 
dinal Corlini  for  the  funeral  of 
Abbe  Ricci  ;  and  the  will  of  hia 
Holinefs  was,  that  all  (hould  be 
done  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  fubjedl,  and  that  his  body 
fhould  be  depofited  in  the  vault  of 
the  church  of  Jefus,  near  the  other 
Generals  of  the  Society  his  predc- 
ceflbrs. 

Accordingly  the  national  church 
of  Florence  was  hung  with  black, 
and  on  Saturday,  November  the 
25th,  two  hours  after  fun-fet,  the 
corpfe  was  conveyed  in  a  coach 
attended  by  four  flambeaux,  and 
followed  by  another  coach,  to  the 
faid  church,  where,  on  the  mprn- 
ing  of  the  day  following,  vefted 
in  his  facerdotal  habits,  he  waj 
expofed  on  a  lofty  bed  of  ftate, 
round  which  were  burning  thirty 
grand  tapers. 

During  this  whole  morning, 
which  was  Sunday  Nov.  26tii^ 
there  was  an  extraordinary  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  this  church, 
of  ail  forts  and  conditions.     Mafs 


62 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,   1776, 


was  continued  to  be  faid  at  all  the 
altars  till  noon.  The  funeral  fcr- 
vice  was  celebrated  with  great  de- 
cency and  folemnity,  by  the  clergy 
who  ferve  that  parifti.  The  th'ong 
of  people  did  not  difcontinue,  and 
many  gave  tokens  of  great  vene- 
ration and  tender  affedtion,  though 
curiofity  perhaps  was  the  chief 
motive  that  firft  led  them  thither. 

I  mull  not  pafs  over  in  fiience 
one  remarkable  token  of  refpeft 
given  by  the  fiifhop  of  Comma- 
chio.  This  worthy  prelate,  who 
is  in  equal  repute  for  piety  and 
learning,  the  fame  who  had  lately 
entered  Rome  barefoot  at  the  head 
of  many  of  his  clergy,  came  alfo 
to  the  Florentine  church,  and 
placing  himfelf  on  his  knees  near 
the  Catafalque,  he  faid,  with  a  voice 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  many, 
that  **  he  did  not  come  to  pray 
for  the  foul  of  the  deceafed,  but 
to  folicit  the  credit  of  that  Angu- 
larly ju  ft  man,  whom  he  regarded 
as  a  predeftinated  foul,  and  as  a 
martyr.'*  Many  others  feemed  to 
think  the  fame,  without  daring  to 
declare  their  fentiments  fo  openly. 
In  citing  this  pafl'age,  I  have  no- 
thing in  view  but  to  fhevv  the  high 
efteem  his  virtue  was  held  in,  and 
the  homage  paid  to  it. 

At/mid-day  the  church  was  Ihut, 
and  the  corpfe  withdrawn  from  the 
/ight  of  the  people.  It  was  removed 
into  the  facrifty,  where  no  one  was 
allowed  to  enter.  Towards  mid- 
night it  was  put  into  the  fame 
coach  that  had  brought  it  thither, 
followed  alfo  by  the  fecond,  and 
conveyed  wich  lighted  torches  to 
the  church  of  the  Jefuits,  where 
every  thing  was  ready  for  the  bu- 
rial, according  to  the  Pope's  or- 
ders, and  the  requeft  of  the  ve- 
nerable old  man.      The  preildcnc 


of  the  houfe  faid  the  prayers  of 
the  church  over  the  corpfe,  before 
it  was  let  down  into  the  vault. 
The  body  was  then  put  into  a  cof- 
fin, which  was  placed  on  the  fide 
of  his  predeceflbrs  Centurioni  and 
Vifconti,  in  quality  of  Gene- 
ral of  tiic  Society  of  Jefus.  To 
ferve  by  way  of  epitaph,  a  fcroU 
of  parchment  was  fixed  to  the  cof- 
fin, on  which  were  written  his  name, 
his  age,  the  time  and  place  of  his 
death,  and  the  number  of  years 
he  had  been  General  of  his  order. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this,  the 
eighteenth  and  lall  General  of  the 
Jefuits.  Sd^e  time  before  hit 
death,  he  had  the  precaution  to 
draw  up,  write  himfelf,  and  fign 
with  his  own  hand,  a  declaration 
of  his  own  and  his  order's  inno- 
cence ;  left  his  laft  illnefs  fhould 
prevent  his  vindicating  both  by 
word  of  mouth;  and  he  then  en- 
trufted  this  declaration  to  one  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  caftle,  on  whofe 
fidelity  he  thought  he  could  beft 
rely,  and  who  in  effeft  difcharged 
his  truft  faithfully. 

This  authentic  piece  is  prefer- 
ved  with  great  care,  and  from  this 
original  is  drawn  the  Italian  copy, 
from  v/hence  are  taken  the  French 
and  Englifn  tranflations. 

It  feems  impoflible  to  call  in 
queftion  the  authenticity  of  this 
piece  J  for  the  characters  and  fig- 
nature  of  his  hand  cannot  but  be 
known,  and  they  may  be  ccnfronc- 
ed  with  many  of  his  letters,  feme 
of  which  no  doubt  are  ftill  in 
being. 

An  authentic  Copy  of  the^  Protejia- 
tion  'which  Abie  Lawrence  Ricci 
left  at  his  Death. 

**  THE  uncertainty  of  the  time 
when  it  will  plea(e  Almighty  God 

to 
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to  call  me  to  himfelf,  and  the  cer- 
tainty that  this  time  is  not  far  di- 
ilant,  confidering  my  advanced 
age,  the  multitude,  the  long  du- 
ration and  weight  of  my  faffer- 
ings,  warn  me  to  be  beforehand 
in  the    difcharge   of  every  duty  I 

think  incumbent  on   me  ; and 

this  precaution  is  the  more  neccf- 
fary,  as  it  may  eafily  happen  that 
ray  lall  fickncfs  may  difable  me 
from  doing  it  at  the  time  of  my 
death. 

Therefore  confidering  myfelf  as 
at  this  inftant  going  to  appear  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  infallible 
truth  and  juftice,  fuch  as  is  the 
fole  tribunal  of  God  ;  after  long 
and  mature  refledion  ;  and  after 
having  humbly  prayed  to  my  mod 
merciful  Redeemer  and  awful 
Judge,  not  to  permit  me,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  my  laft  ad  and  deed 
of  my  life,  to  be  led  away,  or  in- 
fluenced by  paflion,  or  by  any  bit- 
ternefs  of  heart  or  mind,  or  by 
any  other  vicious  end  or  motive  ; 
but  purely  becaufe  I  judge  it  my 
duty  to  render  julHce  to  truth  and 
innocence ; 1  make  the  two  fol- 
lowing declarations  and  protefia- 
tions  : 

Firll,  I  declare  and  protefl.  That 
the  Society  of  Jefus,  now  extind, 
has  not  given  any  caufe  for  its 
own  fuppreflion.  This  I  declare 
and  proteli:  with  that  moral  cer- 
tainty which  a  fuperior  can  have 
who  is  well  informed  of  what 
palfes  in  his  order. 

Secondly,  I  declare  and  proteft. 
That  I  have  not  given  the  leaft 
occaiion  towards  my  own  impri- 
fonment.  This  I  declare  and  pro- 
tell  with  that  great  certainty  and 
evidence  which  each  one  has  in  the 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  adions. 
My  only  motive  for   making   this 


fecond  proteftation  is,  becaufe  I 
judge  it  neceiTary  for  the  credit  oi 
the  Society  of  Jefus,  now  extind, 
of  which  I  was  General. 

But  my  intention  is  not,  that, 
in  confequence  of  thefe  two  pro- 
tercations,  any  of  thofc  fooald  be 
judged  guilty  in  the  fight  of  Goil, 
who  have  brought  thefe  difafterg 
on  the  Society  and  myfelf:  I  (hall 
religioufly  abrtain  from  pafling  any 
fuch  like  judgments.  The  views 
of  the  mind  of  man,  and  the  af- 
fedions  of  his  heart,  are  known  by- 
God.  He  alone  fees  the  errors  of 
the  human  underftanding,  and 
difcerns  how  far  they  are  er- 
cufable.  He  alone  penetrates  the 
views  which  fet  men  on  adion, 
and  the  fpirit  with  which  he  ads  ; 
—the  atfedions  and  inclinations 
of  the  heart  which  accompany  the 
adion, — and  frbm  whence  depends 
the  reditude  or  culpability  of  the 
exterior  adion  ;  confequently,  1 
leave  all  judgment  to  him,  iv^o 
nvill  examine  the  ivorks  of  men,  and 
fearch  out  their  thoughts,  (Book  of 
Wifdom,  ch.  vi,  ver.  4.) 

And,  not  to  be  wanting  to  my 
duty  as  a  Chriilian,  I  proteft,  that, 
with  the  divine  affiftance,  I  have 
always  pardoned,  and  that  I  do 
now  fincerely  pardon,  all  thofe 
who  have  perfccuted  me,  firll  by 
their  perfecution  of  the  Society  of 
Jefus,  and  the  many  hardfhips 
they  caufed    individuals,    my  late 

fubjeds,  to  undergo -then  by 

the  fuppre/fion  and  extindion  of  it 
— •' — and  by  what  foon  followed, 
my  imprifonment,  with  all  the  fuf- 
ferings  that  have  atte.oded  it,  and 
by  :he  injuries  done  to  my  repu- 
tation : ^-tliefe  are  known  fads, 

and  notorious  to  the  whole  world, 
1  pray  the  Lord,  out  of  his  pare 
bounty  and  goodnefs,    and  out  of 
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the  infinite  merits  of  Jcfus  Chrift 
his  Son,  firft  to  pardon  my  own 
innumerable  fins;  and  next  to 
pardon  the  authors  and  inftruments 
of  thofe  lofles  which  I  have  fuf- 
tained,  and  thofe  fuiFerings  I  have 
undergone,  in  conjundion  with 
the  whole   body    of  which    I  was 

head and  I  defire  to  die  with 

this  prayer  and  thefe  fentiments  in 
my  heart. 

LalUy,  I  pray  and  intreat  all 
thofe  into  whofe  hands  this  my 
declaration  and  proteltation  may 
fall,  that  they  will  make  it  public 
to  the  world  as  much  as  may  be. 
I  crave  the  performance  of  this  my 
laft  requeft  by  all  the  claims  of 
human  benevolence,  of  jullice,  and 
of  Chrillian  charity;  and  a  claim 
grounded  on  fuch  titles  cannot  but 
be  perfuafive  to  every  one  to  com- 
ply with  this  my  earned  will  and 
defire. 

(Signed)  Laivrence  Rica.'* 

(in  his  own  hand). 


I*i£iure  of  London  and  its  Inhabi- 
tants, t^c,  by  the  Abbe  Raynal. 
From  his  Philofophical  and  Po- 
litical Hiftory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans 
in    the  Eall    and   Well-Indies, 

THE  kind  of  monopoly  which 
fome  merchants  exercife  in 
the  Britifh  iflands,  is  praftifed  by 
the  capital  of  the  mother-country, 
with  regard  to  the  provinces.  Jt 
is   almoll   exclufively   to   London 


that  all  the  produce  of  the  colo- 
nies is  fent.  It  is  in  London  that 
mod  of  the  owners  of  this  produce 
refide.  It  is  in  London  that  the 
profit  arifing  from  it  is  fpent.  The 
reft  of  the  nation  is  but  very  indi- 
redly  concerned  in  it. 

But  London  is  the  fineft  port  in 
England.  It  is  here  that  (hips  are 
built,  and  manufaftures  are  carried 
on.  London  furnilhes  Teamen  for 
navigation,  and  hands  for  com- 
merce. It  Hands  in  a  temperate, 
fru  tful,  and  central  country.  Every 
thing  has  a  free  paffage  in  and 
out  of  it.  It  may  be  truly  faid  to 
be  the  heart  of  the  body  politic 
from  its  local  fituation.  It  is  not 
of  an  enormous  fize,  though,  like 
all  other  capitals,  it  is  rather  too 
large  ;  it  is  not  a  head  of  clay, 
that  wants  to  domineer  over  a  co- 
lofTus  of  gold.  That  city  is  not 
filled  with  proud  and  idle  men, 
who  only  incumber  and  opprefs  a 
laborious  people.  It  is  the  relort 
of  all  the  merchants;  the  feat  of 
the  national  afTembly.  There  the 
king's  palace  is  neither  vaft  nor 
empty.  He  reigns  in  it  by  his  en- 
livening prefence.  There  the  fe- 
nate  dilates  the  laws,  agreeable 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  it  re- 
prefents.  It  neither  fears  the  eye 
of  the  monarch,  nor  the  frowns  of 
the  miniftry.  London  has  not  ar- 
rived to  its  prefent  greatnefs  by 
the  influence  of  government,  which 
ftrains  and  over»rules  all  natural 
caufes;  but  by  the  ordinary  im- 
pulfe  of  m^n  and  things,  and  by 
a  kind  of  attraction  of  -commerce. 
It  is  the  Tea,  it  is  England,  it  is 
the  whole  world,  that  makes  Lon- 
don rich  and  populous. 
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Jn  Account  of  feme  curious  Articles 
in  the  Abbe  Rozier'j  Fifth  f^o- 
lume  o/'Obfervations  fur  la  Phy- 
fique,  ^c.  or  Obfervations  in 
Natural  Philofophy,  '  Natural 
Hiftory,  and  the  Arts,  publijhed 
in  Paris,  relating  to  various  Ex* 
periments  lately  made  in  France, 
to  af certain  the  Truth  of  Sir  Ifaac 
New  ton  *j  Do^rine,  concerning 
the  Difference  in  the  Gra^uitation 
of  Bodies  towards  the  Earthy  at 
different  Dijlances  both  abo've  and 
belonu  her  Surface* 

Article  the  First. 

The  'Judgment  of  certain  impartial 
and  difpaJJfOKfite  PhilofopherSy  en 
feventeen  Experiments  made  during 
the  Courfe  of  tiuo  Tears  arid  a 
half  ifjc.  ivhich  prove,  that  Bo- 
dies acquire  an  Lncreafe  of  Weight 
on  being  raifed  to  Heights  above 
the  Surface  of  the  Earth, 

THE  Newtouian  Syftem  of  at- 
tradion,  or  rather  that  par- 
ticular branch  of  it  that  relates  to 
the  gravitating  principle  by  which 
bodies  tend  to  the  earth,  has  lately 
undergone,  in  France  and  elfe- 
where,  a  fcrupulous  and  fevere 
ex  amen.  According  to  that  theory, 
the  truth  of  which  has  been  con- 
firmed by  every  phaenomenon  in 
the  whole  planetary  fyrtem,  that 
bears  relation  to  it,  bodies  gravi- 
'    Vol.  XIX. 


tate  towards  the  centre  of  ^he  earth, 
in  an  inverfe  ratio  of  the  fquare  of 
the  diftance.  In  confequence  of 
tiiis  law,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
weight  of  bodies  ought  to  diminifh 
in  proportion  as  they  recede  from 
the  earth's  furface.  Father  Ber- 
tier,  however,  and  feveral  other 
philofophers  affirm,  that  this  pro- 
pofition  is  contradifled  by  the 
experiments  lately  made  by  them. 
The  trials  on  which  they  ground 
their  affertion,  are  of  a  fimilar 
nature  to  fome  that  were  made  in 
this  country,  in  the  lail  century, 
by  certain  members  of  the  Royal 
Society  ;  who  very  judicioufly  in- 
ferred from  them,  that  this  mode  of 
trial  was  not  adequate  to  the  folu- 
tion  of  the  queftion.  In  relating 
the  moft  eflential  particulars  of 
one  of  the  experiments  made  by 
thefe  new  Anti-Neivtonians,  we 
(hall  convey  to  our  philofophical 
readers  fome  idea  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  have,  in  general, 
been  executed. 

A  ftrong  and  accurate  balance, 
which  would  fupport  a  weight  of 
3000  pounds,  and  which  would 
turn  on  the  addition  of  a  fingle 
ounce  weight  in  either  of  the  ba- 
fons,  was  fixed  within  the  lleeple 
of  a  church,  at  the  height  of  170 
feet  from  the  pavement.  The  ba- 
lance was  fo  conftrudled,  that  af- 
ter   loading    each    bafon,   above, 
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with  a  weight  of  1120  pounds,  fo 
as  to  make  a  perfedl  equilibrium  ; 
the  weight  on  one  fide  could  be 
lowered,  and  placed  in  a  fecond 
bafon,  attached  to  the  fame  fide 
by  means  of  a  rope,  fo  as  nearly 
to  reach  the  pavement  of  the 
church.  In  feme  of  the  experi- 
ments, ftrong  iron  wire  was  em- 
ployed ini^ead  of  the  rope.  When 
this  weight,  which  had,  above, 
been  in  equtlibrio  with  that  in  the 
oppofite  bafon,  had  been  thus 
brought  170  feet  nearer  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  ;  the  equilibrium, 
we  are  told,  was  deftroyed,  and, 
jnftead  of  preponderating,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  fiiuation,  it  rofe  ; 
fo  that  it  was  neceifary  to 
add  to  the  weight  in  this  lower 
fcale.  We  obferve,  however,  that 
one  ounce  and  fix  drachms  were 
found  fufficient  to  rellore  the  equi- 
librium ;  and  that  the  balance 
might  be  made  to  incline  either 
to  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  on  the 
addition  of  another  ounce  to  ei- 
ther of  the  bafons. 

The  reader  is  not  to  confider 
this  particular  experiment  as  one 
of  the  mod  favourable  to  the  caufe 
of  the  Anti-attradionatres.  We 
relate  it  chiefly  to  (hew  the  grounds 
on  which  they  found  their  objec- 
tions to  the  Newtonian  fyilem  of 
attratlion,  and  the  method  by 
which  they  endeavour  to  fupport 
them  ;  obferving  only,  that  in  the 
many  other  experiments  of  the  fame 
kind,  related  in  this  and  other 
numbers  of  M.  Rozier's  work, 
the  refults  have  been,  at  different 
times,  more  or  lefs  favourable  to 
their  hypothefis. 

We  (hall  next  attend  to  the  ex- 
periments and  reafonings  of  the 
oppofite   party,  who   fupport    the 


do<?lrine  of  attra(^ion,  principally 
collected  from    the  following    ar-    , 
tide. 

Article  the  Second* 

A  Memoir,  indicating  the  different 
Cau/es  ifjhich  may  accidentally 
change  the  appai  ent  Effetts  of  the 
Gravity  of  Bodies,  placed  at  un- 
equal Heights :  read  before  the 
Academy  o/'  D  i j  on . 

THE  balance  that  was  ufed  in 
the  experiments  related  in  this  Me- 
moir, would  carry  250  pounds  in 
each  bafon  ;  and  was  fo  fcnfihje, 
that  when  it  was  loaded  with  this 
weight,  it  would  turn  on  the  addi- 
tion of  half  a  drachm.  The  ex- 
periments were  made  in  the  tower 
of  a  church,  at  the  height  of  120 
feet.  They  were  condu(5led  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  prece- 
ding, and  with  a  fcrupulous  at- 
tention to  every  circumftance  that 
might  influence  the  refults.  Baro- 
meters and  thermometers,  in  par- 
ticular, were  placed  both  above 
and  below.  In  the  firft  experi- 
ment, the  balance,  containing  on 
each  fide  200  pounds,  including 
the  weight  of  a  long  rope  in  one 
of  the  bafon?,  being  in  perfedt 
equilibrium  ;  this  lalt  mentioned 
bafon  was  let  down  iro  feet  be- 
low its  former  ftaticn,  fufpendcd 
by  the  rope  above-mentioned.  At 
firft,  the  equilibrium  was  fome- 
what  diflurbed  by  the  ofcillations 
of  this  lower  bafon ;  fo  that  it 
was  found  neceifary  to  add  two 
drachms  to  the  upper  weight,  10 
render  the  balance  even.  This 
motion,  however,  at  length,  cea- 
fing,  it  was  found  requifite  to  take 
out  this  fmall  additional  weight; 
and  then  the  fuperior  and  inferior 
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Weights  were  obferved  to  equi- 
ponderate, in  the  fame  manner  as 
when  they  had  both  been  fufpend- 
cd  at  the  fuperior  ilation. 

As  the  denfity  of  the  air  is 
greater  near  the  furface  of  the 
earth  than  at  different  heights 
above  it,  the  author  of  this  Me- 
moir calculates,  from  data  furniHi- 
ed  by  other  experiments  here  men- 
tioned, the  quantity  of  the  effe<^ 
which  this  difference  muft  produce 
in  the  apparent  gravity  of  the  up- 
per and  lower  weights ;  which 
were  each  of  caft  iron,  and  equal 
to  two-fifths  of  a  cubic  foot.  From 
his  calculations  it  appears,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  denfity,  or  weight,  of 
two  fifths  of  a  cubic  foot  of  air  at 
the  earth's  furface,  difplaced  by 
the  lower  weight,  and  that  of  an 
equal  bulk  of  the  fame  fluid  dif- 
placed by  the  upper  weights,  the 
lower  weight  ought  to  weigh  52 
grains  and  three-fifths  lefs  than  the 
upper.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
calculates  the  increaje  of  gravity 
which,  according  to  the  Newto- 
nian fyftem,  the  lower  weight 
ought  to  have  acquired,  in  confe- 
quence of  its  greater  proximity  to 
the  furface.  Eltimating  the  femidia- 
meter  of  the  earth  to  be  3,268.965 
toifes,  he  obferves,  cHat  the  force 
with  which  the  lower  weights  were 
attraded,  is  to  that  which  afled 
on  the  upper  ones,  placed  20  toifes 
higher,  and  confequently  diftant 
3,268,985  toifes  from  the  earth's 
centre,  as  the  fquare  of  the  laft 
number  is  to  that  of  the  firlt ;  and 
finds  thac,  on  this  account,  the 
lower  weights  ought  to  have  ac- 
quired an  increafe  of  gravity  equal 
only  to  22J  grains 

As  the  lower  weights  therefore 
©ught  to  have  loil  52  grains  and 


three-fifths,  in  confequence  of  the 
denjity  of  the  air;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  to  have  acquired  22v 
grains,  in  confequence  of  attrac- 
tion ;  there  remains  only  a  difle- 
rence  of  30  grains  and  one  tenth, 
which  is  too  inconfiderable  a  quan- 
tity to  be  rendered  fenfible  in  a 
balance  loaded  with  500  weight. 

In  the  fecond  experiment  the  re- 
fults  were  fimilar,  as  likewife  in  a 
third,  in  which  iron  wire  was  fub- 
flituted  for  the  rope.  In  a  fourth, 
on  ufing  a  counterpolfe,  confilling 
of  dry  wooden  billets,  inftead  of 
the  metal  weights,  and  which  were 
firit  perfedtiy  poifed  above ;  the 
billets  evidently  lofl:  weight,  on 
being  let  down  to  within  a  Imall 
didance  from  the  pavement;  \o 
that  it  was  found  ncceffary  to  take 
away  feven  drachms  from  the  up- 
per bafon  to  reilore  the  equili- 
brium. This  experiment  is  pre- 
fented  as  offering  an  -equivocal 
proof  of  the  influence  of  the  fupe- 
rior denfity  of  the  air,  at  Ihe  lower 
ftation,  in  diminifhing  the  rela- 
tive gravity  of  bodies  weighed  in 
it.  In  fait,  it  appears  from  cal- 
culation, that  the  voluminous 
wooden  counterpoife  above-men- 
tioned ought  to  have  lolt  nearly 
this  quantity  of  its  weight,  in 
confequence  of  the  fuperior  denfity 
of  the  medium  in  which  it  was 
iufpended,  independent  of  any 
other  caufe. 


Article  the  Third, 

Experiments  on  the  Weight  of  Bodies , 
at  different  Dijiances  from  the 
Centre  of  the  Earth ,  made  in 
the  Mines  of  Montrelay  in  Bri- 
tany.  By  the  Chevalier  de  Do- 
lomieu,  &c. 

F  z  THESE 
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THESE  experiments,  which 
likewife  relate  to  the  preceding 
quertion,  were  made  in  a  different 
order.  The  fcales  were  fixed  on 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  after 
procuring  an  exadl  equilibrium  be- 
tween the  oppofite  weights  in  that 
iituation,  thofe  contained  in  one 
of  the  bafons  were  let  down  to  the 
depths  of  114  and  190  yards, 
into  a  coal  mine.  Sometimes  the 
nndermoft  weight  preponderated, 
but  more  frequently  the  fuperior. 
The  quantity  however,  in  either 
cafe,  was  fo  fmall,  that  the  au- 
thor very  properly  concludes,  from 
the  refuhs  both  of  his  own  and 
the  many  other  experiments  that 
have  lately  been  made  on  the  fub- 
jedl,  that  they  are  infufHcient  to 
determine  the  queflion.  In  this 
opinion  we  readily  concur  with 
him  ;  nor  (hould  we  have  taken  fo 
much  notice  of  the  fubjeft,  were 
not  the  quellion  itfelf  of  great  im- 
portance, and  had  it  not  likewife 
been  fo  very  extenfively  and  warm- 
ly litigated,  of  late,  among  our 
neighbours  on  the  continent.  The 
experiments  which  have  been  pro- 
duced in  fupport  of  the  theory  of 
gravitation  have  indeed  the  merit  of 
evincing  the  feeblenefs  of  this  late 
attack  upon  it;  but  nothing  fur- 
ther is  or  can  be  determined  from 
them  :  ly^r  does  the  Newtonian 
fyftem  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  feeble 
fupports, — No»  tali  auxilio^  nee  de- 
fenforibus  ijiisy  tffc»     {Monthly  Re- 


Suhjlance  of  tivo  curious  Articles  in 
the  fecond  Part  of  thejixtyjifih  Vo- 
lume of  the  I  hilofophical  Tranf- 
adions,  being   that  for  the  Year 


1775  ;  a/za.  the  forty -eighth  y  be- 
ing A  Propofal  for  meafuring 
the  Attraftion  of  feme  Hills  in 
this  Kingdom  by  allronomical 
Obfervations  ;  by  the  Re'v.  Nevil 
Mafkelyne,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
JJlronomer  Royal ;  and  the  forty- 
ninth,  being  An  Account  of  Ob- 
fervations made  in  Scotland  on 
the  Mountain  of  Schehallien,  (at 
his  Majejly^s  Expence)  for  find- 
ing its  Attraction;  by  the  fame 
Gentleman, 

THESE  two  articles  contain 
the  hiflory  of  a  late  impor- 
tant philofophical  expedition,  xtry 
properly  undertaken  and  executed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Royal 
Society;  with  the  intention  of  af- 
certaining,  by  decifive  experi- 
ments, the  truth  of  the  great  la*A- 

of  univerfal  gravitation: the 

bafis  of  that  noble  fyftem  which 
the  world  owes  to  the  genius  and 
fagacity  of  Newton. 

According  to  the  Newtonian 
theory,  an  attrad;ive  power  is  not 
only  exerted  between  thofe  larg'^ 
maffes  of  matter  which  conllitut.e 
the  fun  and  planets ;  but  likewife 
between  all  comparatively  fmaller 
bodies,  and  even  between  the 
fmallefl  particles  of  which  they  are 
compofed.  Agreeably  to  this  hy- 
pothefis,  a  heavy  body,  which 
ought  to  gravitate  or  tend  toward 
the  centre  of  the  earth,  in  a  di- 
redlion  perpendicular  to  its  fur- 
face,  fuppoiing  the  faid  furface  to 
be  perfectly  even  and  fpherical, 
ought  likewife,  though  in  a  Je: 
degree,  to  be  attrafted  and  tend 
towards  a  mountain  placed  on  th^ 
earth's  furface  :  fo  that  a  plumb- 
line,  for  inllance,  of  a  quadrant, 
hanging  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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fuch  a  mountain,  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  a  perpendicular  fitua- 
tion,  in  confequence  of  the  at- 
tradlive  power  of  the  quantity  of 
matter  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
adling  in  a  direftion  different  from 
that  exerted  by  the  whole  mafs  of 
matter  in  the  earth,  and  with  a 
proportionabJy  inferior  degree  of 
force. 

*  It  will  eafily  be  imagined,* 
fays  the  Aftronomer  Royal,  in  the 
firll  of  thefe  papers,  which  was 
read  before  the  Royal  Society  in 
the  year  1772,  '  that  to  find  a  fen- 
fible  attradlion  of  any  hill  from 
undoubted  experiment,  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  fmall  curiolity, 
would  greatly  illuftrate  the  general 
theory  of  gravity,  and  would  make 
the  univerfal  gravitation  of  mat- 
ter palpable,  if  1  may  i'o  exprefs 
myfelf,  to  every  perfon,  and  fit 
to  convince  thofe  who  will  yield 
their  aflent  to  nothing  but  down- 
right experiment.  Nor  would  its 
ufes  end  here  ;  as  it  would  ferve 
to  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  to- 
tal mafs  of  the  earth,  and  the  pro- 
portional denfity  of  the  matter 
near  the  furface  compared  with 
the  mean  denfity  of  the  whole 
earth.  The  refult  of  fuch  an  un- 
common experiment,  which  I 
ihould  hope  would  piove  fuccefs^ 
ful,  would  doubtlefs  do  honour  to 
the  nation  where  it  was  made, 
and  the  fociety  which  executed 
it.' 

Though  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  had 
long  ago  hinted  at  an  experiment 
cf  this  kind  ;  and  had  remarked 
that  **  a  mountain  of  an  hemi- 
fphp^rical  figure,  three  miles  high 
and  fix  broad,  would  not,  by  its 


attra6\ion,  draw  the  plumb-line 
two  minutes  out  of  the  perpendi- 
cular* :"  yet  no  attempt  to,afcer- 
tain  this  matter,  by  aclual  expe- 
riment, was  made  till  about  the 
ye  if  1738;  when  the  French  aca- 
demicians, particularly  MelTrs. 
Bouguer  and  Condamine,  who 
were  fent  to  Peru  to  meafure  a 
degree  under  the  equator,  attempt- 
ed to  difcover  the  attradive  power 
of  Chimbora90,  a  mountain  in  the 
province  of  Quito.  According  to 
their  obfervations,  which  were 
however  ma:le  under  circumftances 
by  no  means  favourable  to  an  ac- 
curate folution  of  fo  nice  and  dif- 
ficult a  problem,  the  mountain 
Chimbora^o  exerted  an  attraftion 
equal  to  eight  feconds.  Though 
this  experiment  was  not  perhaps 
fufficieiit  to  prove  fatisfadlorily 
even  the  reality  of  an  attradion, 
much  leis  the  precife  quantity  ofit; 
yet  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
fleps  had  been  fince  taken  to  re- 
peat it. 

I'he  Royal  Society  having, 
through  the  munificence  of  his 
Majelly,  been  enabled  to  under- 
take the  execution  of  this  delicate 
and  important  aftronomical  ex- 
periment ;  the  aftronomer  roy- 
al was  chofen  to  conduft  it. 
After  various  inquiries,  the  moun- 
tain Schehallieitf  fituated  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  Scotland,  was  pitch- 
ed upon  as  the  moll  proper 
for  the  purpofe  that  could  be 
found  in  this  ifland.  The  obfer- 
vations were  made  by  taking  the 
meridian  zenith  diftances  of  diffe- 
rent fixed  liars,  near  the  zenith, 
by  means  of  a  zenith  fcdlor  of  tea 
feet   radius ;    firft  on    the    fouth. 


*  By  a   very  eafy  calculation  it  is  found  that  fuch  a  mounUin  would  attia6l 
the  plumb-line  i'  l%"  from  the  perpendicular. 
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and  afterwards  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  hill,  the  greateft  length  of 
which  extended  in  an  eaft  and  weft 
direftion. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  mafs  of 
jnatter  in  the  hill  exerted  any  fen- 
fible  attradlion,  it  would  caufe  the 
plumb-line  of  the  feftor,  through 
which  an  obferver  viewed  a  liar  in 
the  meridian,  to  deviate  from  its 
perpendicular  lituation,  and  would 
^ttraft  it  contrary  ways  at  the  two 
ftations,  thereby  doubling  the  ef- 
fe^l.  On  the  fouth  fide  the  plum- 
met would  be  drawn  to  the  north- 
ward, by  the  attradive  power  of 
the  hill  placed  to  the  northward 
of  it :  and  on  the  north  fide,  a 
contrary  and  equal  defledion  of 
the  plumb-line  would  take  place, 
in  confequence  of  the  artradion  of 
the  hill,  now  to  the  fouthward  of 
it.  The  apparent  zenith  diltances 
of  the  ftars  would  be  affeded  con- 
trary ways  ;  thofe  being  increafed 
at  the  one  ftation,  which  were  di- 
)  minilhed  at  the  other :  and  the 
correfpondent  quantities  of  the  de- 
fiedlion  of  the  plumb-line  would 
give  the  obferver  the  fum  of  the 
two  contrary  attractions  of  the  hill, 
ading  on  the  plummet  at  the  two 
ilations  ;  the  half  of  which  will, 
of  courfe,  indicate  the  attradtive 
power  of  the  hill. 

Miiti:  defcribing  his  excellent 
aftronomical  apparatus,  and  re- 
lating in  detail  the  hiilory  of  a 
part  of  his  various  operations  du- 
ring his  aftronomical  campaign, 
which  lafted  about  four  months; 
the  author  gives  the  refult  of  them, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the 
Jum  of  the  two  contrary  attradions 
of  the  mountain  Schehallien,  in 
the  two  temporary  obfervatories 
which  were  fuccefiively  fixed  hilf 
way  up  the  hiU  (where  ths   etFed 


of  its  attradion  would  be  greateft) 

was  equal  to   1 1".  6. From    a 

rough  computation,  founded  on 
the  known  law  of  gravitation  ; 
and  on  an  aiTumption  that  the  den- 
fiiy  of  the  hill  was  equal  to  the 
mean  denfity  of  the  earth  ;  the 
author  finds  that  the  attradion  of 
the  hill  fhould  amount  to  about  the 
double  of  this  quantity.  From 
thence  he  infers  that  the  denfity  of 
the  hill  is  only  about  half  the 
mean  denfity  of  the  earth.  It 
does  not  appear  however  that  the 
mountain  Schehallien  has  ever  been 
a  volcano,  or  is  hollow  ;  as  it  is 
extremely  folid  and  denfe,  and 
feemingly  compofed  of  an  intire 
rock. 

Having  by  this  curious  and  ac- 
curate experiment  fatisfadorily  af- 
certained  the  attradion  of  matter, 
and  its  quantity  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  author  proceeds  to  con- 
fider  fome  of  the  confequences 
which  may  be  drawn  from  it,  re- 
lative to  feveral  of  the  mod  im- 
portant queilions  in  natural  philo- 
fophy.  We  fhall  quote,  with  fome 
abridgments,  what  he  obferves  on 
this  fubjed  : 

*  I.  It  appears  from  this  ex- 
periment, that  the  mountain  Sche- 
hallien exerts  a  fenfible  attradion  ; 
therefore,  from  the  rules  of  philo- 
fophifing,  we  are  to  conclude  that 
every  mountain,  and  indeed  every 
parade  of  the  earth,  is  endued 
with  the  fame  property,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  quantity  of  matter. 

'  2.  The  law  of  the  variation 
of  this  force,  in  the  inverfe  rati^ 
of  the  fquares  of  the  dillances,  as 
Liid  down  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  is 
alfo  confirmed  by  this  experiment. 
For,  if  the  force  of  attradion  of 
the  hill  had  been  only  to  that  of 
the  earth,    as   the  matter  in   the 
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l^ill  to  that  of  the  earth,  and  had 
not  been  greatly  increafed  by  the 
near  approach  to  its  centre,  the 
attraction  thereof  mufl  have  been 
wholly  infennble.  But  now,  by 
only  fuppofjng  the  mean  dcnfity  of 
the  eartii  to  be  double  to  that  of 
the  hill,  which  feems  very  probable 
from  other  confideratlons,  the  at- 
traction of  the  hill  will  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  general  laiv  of  the  va- 
riation of  attradion  in  the  inverfe 
duplicate  ratio  of  the  diftances,  as 
deduced  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  from 
the  comparifon  of  the  motion  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  with  the  force 
of  gravity  at  the  furface  of  the 
eartli  ;  and  the  analogy  of  nature 
will  be  preferved. 

3.  *  We  may  now,  therefore,  be 
allowed  to  admit  this  law,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  the  mean  denfity 
of  the  earth  is  at  leaft  double  of 
that  at  the  furface,  and  confe- 
quently  that  the  denfity  of  the  in- 
ternal parts  of  the  earth  is  much 
greater  than  near  the  furface. 
Hence  alfo,  the  whole  quantity  of 
matter  in  the  earth  will  be  at  leall 
as  great  again  as  if  it  had  been  all 
compofed  of  matter  of  the  fame 
denfity  with  that  at  the  furface;  or 
will  be  about  four  or  five  times  as 
great  ai  if  it  were  all  comrOfed  of 
water. — This  conclufion,  he  adds, 
is  totally  contrary  to  the  hypothefis 
of  fume  naturaliits,  who  ♦•  fuppofe 
the  earth  to  be  only  a  great  hollow 
fhcll  of  matter;  fupporting  itfelf 
from  the  property  of  an  arch,  with 
an  immenfe  vacuity  in  the  midlt 
of  it.  But,  were  that  the  cafe,  the 
attraction  of  mountains,  and  even 
fmaller  inequalities  in  the  earth's 
furface,  would  be  very  great,  con- 
trary to  experiment,  and  would  af- 
feil  the  meafures  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian  much  more  than  we 
f»nd  they    do ;    and  the   variation 


of  gravity,  in  different  latitudes, 
in  going  from  the  equator  to  the 
poles,  as  found  by  pendulumes 
would  not  be  near  io  regular  as  it 
has  been  found  by  experiment  to 
be." 

4.  He  obferves,  laftiy,  that  a^ 
mountains  are,  by  thefe  experi- 
ments, found  capable  of  producing 
fenfibJe  deflections  of  the  plumb- 
lines  of  allronomical  inltruments  ; 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  irar 
portance  in  the  menfuration  of  de- 
grees in  the  meridian,  either  to 
chufe  places  where  the  irregular  at- 
tractions of  the  elevated  parts  may 
be  fmall  ;  or  where,  by  their  fitu- 
ation,  they  may  compenfate  oj 
counteract  the  effects  of  each  other, 
[^Monthly  Rt.'vievj,'\ 

Parallel  befween  the  Old  and  Nen^t 
Worlds  y  iL'ith  regard  to  Extent, 
Situation  t  Climate.  Soil,  Inba- 
hitants,  &c.  from  the  Abbe  Ray- 
naPs  Philofopbical  and  Political 
Hi/lory  of  the  Settlements  and 
Trade  of  the  Europeans  in  the 
Ealt  and  Well-Indies.  Tranjlated 
by  Mr.  Jullamond. 

IT  is  furprifing  that  fo  little 
fliould  have  been  known  of  the 
new  world,  for  fo  long  a  time  after 
it  was  difcovered.  Barbarous  fol- 
diers  and  rapacious  merchants  were 
not  proper  perfons  to  give  us  juft 
and  clear  notions  of  this  hemi- 
fphere.  It  was  the  province  of  phi- 
lofophy  alone  to  avail  itfelf  of  the 
informations  Scattered  in  the  ac- 
counts of  voyagers  and  miifionaries, 
in  order  to  fee  America,  fuch  as 
nature  hath  made  it ;  and  to  find 
out  its  analogy  to  the  reil  of  the 
globe. 

It  is  now  pretty  certain  that  the 
new  continent  has  not  half  the  ex- 
tent of  furface  that  the  old  has. 

f  ^  At 
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At  the  fame  time,  the  form  of  both 
is  fo  fingularly  alike,  that  we  might 
eafily  be  inclined  to  draw  confe- 
quences  from  this  particular,  if  it 
were  not  always  neceflary  to  be 
upon  our  guard  againft  the  fpirit  of 
fyllem  which  often  (lops  us  in  our 
refearches  after  truth,  and  hinders 
us  from  attaining  it. 

The  two  continents  feem  to  form 
as  it  were  two  broad  traits  of  land 
that  begin  from  the  ardic  pole, 
and  teraiinate  at  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn, divided  on  the  eaft  and 
well  by  the  ocean  that  furrounds 
them.  Whatever  may  be  the  Itruc- 
ture  of  thefe  two  continents,  and 
the  equality  or  fyrametry  of  their 
form  ;  it  is  plain  their  equili- 
brium does  not  depend  up^n  their 
pofition.  It  is  the  inconflancy  of 
the  fea  that  conftitutes  the  folid 
form  of  the  earth.  To  fix  the 
globe  upon  it  balls,  it  feemed  ne- 
cefiary  to  have  an  element  which 
floating  inceflantly  round  our  pla- 
net, might  by  its  weight  counter- 
balance all  other  fubftances,  and 
by  its  fluidity  reftore  that  equili- 
brium which  the  conflid  of  the 
other  elements  might  have  diUurb- 
ed.  Water,  by  its  natural  fludu- 
aiion  and  weight,  is  the  moft  pro- 
per element  to  preferve  the  con- 
nedion  and  balance  of  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  globe  round  its  center. 
If  our  hemifphere  has  a  very  wide 
extent  of  continent  to  the  north, 
a  mafs  of  water  of  equal  weight  at 
the  oppofite  part  will  certainly  pro- 
duce an  equilibrium.  If  under  the 
tropics  we  have  a  rich  country  co- 
vered with  men  and  animals ;  un- 
der the  fame  latitude  America  will 
have  a  fea  filled  with  B(h.  While 
forells  full  of  trees,  bending  with 
the  largeft  fruits,  quadrupeds  of 
the  grtatell  fize,  the  raoft  popu- 
lous  afttionS|  eiephants  apd  m^n 


are  a  load  upon  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  and  feem  to  abforb  all  its 
fertility  throughout  the  torrid  zone  ; 
at  both  poles  are  found  whales  with 
innumerable  multitudes  of  cod  and 
herrings,  clouds  of  infeds,  and  all 
the  infinite  and  prodigious  tribes 
that  inhabit  the  feas,  as  it  were  to 
fupport  the  axis  of  the  earth,  and 
prevent  its  inclining  or  deviating 
to  either  fide ;  if,  indeed,  eie- 
phants, whales,  or  men  can  be  faid 
to  have  any  weight  on  a  globe, 
where  all  living  creatures  are  but 
a  tranfient  modification  of  the  earth 
that  compofes  it.  In  a  word,  the 
ocean  rolls  over  this  globe  to  fa- 
fliion  it,  in  conformity  to  the  ge- 
neral laws  of  gravity.  Sometimes 
it  covers  a  hemifphere,  a  pole  or 
a  zone,  which  at  other  times  it 
leaves  bare  \  but  in  general  it 
feems  to  affed  the  equator,  more 
efpecially  as  the  cold  of  the  poles 
in  feme  meafure  counterads  that 
fluidity  which  is  efleniial  to  it,  and 
from  which  it  receives  all  its  power 
of  motion.  It  is  chiefly  between 
the  tropics  that  the  fea  extends  it- 
felf  and  is  agitated,  and  that  it 
undergoes  the  greateit  change  both 
in  its  regular  and  periodical  mo- 
tions, as  well  as  in  thofe  violent 
agitations  occafionally  excited  in 
it  by  tempefluous  winds.  The  at- 
tradion  of  the  fun,  and  the  fer- 
mentations occafioned  by  its  con- 
tinual heat  in  the  torrid  zone,  mutl 
have  a  very  remarkable  influence 
upon  the  occean.  The  motion  of 
the  moon  adds  a  new  force  to  this 
influence,  and  the  fea,  to  conform 
itfelf  to  this  double  impulfe,  mud, 
it  (hould  feem,  flow  towards  the 
equator.  Nothing  but  the  flatnefs 
of  the  globe  at  the  poles,  can  pofii- 
bly  account  for  that  immenfe  ex- 
tent of  water,  that  has  hitherto 
concealed  from   u$  the  lands  near 
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the  fouth  pole.  The  fea  cannot 
cafily  pafs  the  boundaries  of  the 
tropics,  if  the  temperate  and  frozen 
zones  are  not  nearer  the  center  of 
the  earth  than  the  torrid  zone.  It 
is  the  fea  therefore  that  maintains 
an  equilibrium  with  the  land,  and 
difp  fes  the  arrangement  of  the 
materials  that  compofe  it.  One 
proof  that  the  two  analogous  por- 
tions^of  land  which  the  two  con- 
tinents of  the  globe  prefenc  at  firft 
view,  are  not  efTentially  neceiTary 
to  its  conformation,  is,  that  the 
new  hemifphere  has  remained  co- 
vered with  the  waters  of  the  fea,  a 
much  longer  time  than  the  old. 
Befides,  if  there  is  an  eviderjt  fimi- 
larity  between  the  two  hemi- 
fpheres,  there  are  alfo  differences 
between  them,  which  will  perhaps 
deftroy  that  harmony  we  think  vvc 
obferve. 

When  we  confider  the  map  of 
the  world,  and  fee  the  local  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  iilhmus  of 
Suez  and  that  of  Panama,  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Cape 
Horn,  between  the  Archipelago  of 
the  Eaft-Indies  and  that  of  the 
Caribbee-Iflands,  and  between  the 
mountains  of  Chili  and  thofe  of 
Monomotapa,  we  ari'  ftruck  with 
the  fimilarity  of  the  feveral  forms 
thi^  picture  prefents.  Land  feems 
on  all  fides  to  be  oppofed  to  land, 
water  to  water,  iflands  and  penin- 
fulas  fcattered  by  the  hand  of  na- 
ture to  ferve  as  a  counterpoi.fe,  and 
the  fea  by  its  fluctuation  conltantiy 
maintaining  the  balance  of  the 
whole.  Hut  if  on  the  other  hand  we 
compare  the  grea:  extent  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  which  feparates  the  Eall 
and  Well  Indies,  with  the  fmall 
fpace  the  ocean  occupies  between 
the  coalt  of  Guinea  and  that  of 
Brazil  ;  the  vail  quantity  of  inha- 
l)ite4  land  to  the  North,  with  (he 


little  we  know  toward «  the  Sonth  \ 
the  dir?dion  of  the  mountains  o* 
Tartary  and  Europ-,  wh'<  h  is  froa 
Eaft  to  Weft,  with  that  of  the 
Cordeleras  which  run  fro-^'  North 
to  South  ;  thf*  minA  is  in  fufpenftr, 
and  we  have  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  order  and  (ymmetry  vani^ 
with  which  we  had  embelliHied  our 
fyftem  of  the  earth.  The  obferver 
is  ftill  more  difpleafed  with  hf« 
conjectures,  when  he  confiders  the 
immenfe  height  of  the  mountains 
of  Peru.  He  is  then  al^onifhed  to 
fee  a  continent  fo  recent  and  yet  fo 
elevated,  the  fea  fo  much  below 
the  tops  of  thefe  mountains,  and 
yet  fo  recenr-ly  come  down  from 
the  lands  that  feemed  to  be  ffTec- 
tually  defended  from  its  attacks  by 
thofe  tremendous  bulwarks.  It  is, 
however,  an  undeniable  fadt,  that 
both  continents  of  the  new  hemi- 
fphere have  been  covered  with  the 
fea.  The  air  and  the  land  confirm 
this  truth. 

The  rivers,  which  in  Amei^ica 
are  wider  and  of  greater  extent ; 
the  immenfe  forells  to  the  fouth  ; 
the  fpacious  lakes  and  vail  moraffes 
to  the  north;  the  almoll  eternal 
fnows  between  the  tropics ;  fe«r 
of  thofe  pure  fands  that  feem  to  be 
theremainsof  an  exhaurted  ground; 
no  men  entirely  black;  verv  fair 
people  under  the  line  ;  a  cool  ani 
mild  air  in  the  fame  latitude  as  the 
fultry  and  uninhabitable  parts  of 
Africa;  a  frozen  and  fevere  cli- 
mate under  the  fame  parallel  as 
our  temperate  climates ;  and  laltly, 
a  difference  of  ten  or  twelve  de- 
grees, in  the  temperature  of  the 
old  and  new  hemifpheres  ;  thefe 
are  fo  many  tokens  of  a  world  that 
is  ttill  in  its  infancy. 

Why  fhould  the  continent  of 
America  be  much  warmer  and 
much    colder   in   proportion    than 
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that  of  Europe,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  moifture  the  ocean  has  left  be- 
hind, in  quitting  it  long  after  our 
continent  was  peopled?  Nothing 
but  the  fea  can  poflibly  have  pre- 
vented Mexico  from  being  inha- 
bited as  early  as  Afia.  If  the 
waters  that  ftiil  moiilen  the  bowels 
of  tl"ve  earth  in  the  new  hemiiphere 
had  not  covered  its  furface,  the  woods 
would  very  eaiily  have  been  cut 
down,  the  fens  drained,  a  foft  and 
watery  foil  would  have  been  made 
iirm,  by  ftirring  up,  and  expofing 
it  to  the  rayi  of  the  fun,  a  free 
paflage  would  have  been  opened  to 
the  winds,  and  dikes  raifed  along 
the  rivers:  in  (horc,  the  climate 
would  have  been  totally  altered  by 
this  time.  But  a  rude  and  unpeo- 
pled hemifphere  denotes  a  recent 
world ;  when  the  fea,  about  its 
coaft,  ftill  flows  obfcurely  in  its 
channels.  A  lefs  fcorching  fun, 
more  plentiful  rains,  and  thicker 
vapours  more  difpofed  to  ftagnate, 
are  evident  marks  of  the  decay  or 
the  infancy  of  nature. 

The  difference  of  climate,  arifing 
from  the  waters  having  lain  fo 
long  on  the  ground  in  America, 
could  not  but  have  a  great  influence 
on  men  and  animals.  From  this 
diverfuy  of  caufes  mud  neceflarily 
arife  a  very  great  diverfity  of  effedls. 
Accordingly  we  fee  more  fpecies 
of  animals,  by  two  thirds,  in  the 
old  continent  than  in  the  new; 
animals  of  the  fame  kind  conlider- 
ably  larger  ;  monllers  that  are  be- 
come more  favage  and  fierce,  as 
the  countries  have  become  more  in- 
habited. On  the  other  hand,  na- 
ture feems  to  have  llrangely  neg- 
leded  the  new  world.  The  men 
have  lefs  flrength  and  lefs  courage: 
no  beard  and  no  hair  ;  they  have 
lefs  appearances  of  manhood  ;  and 
arc    but    iit:ls    fufceptible  of   the 


lively  and  powerful  fentiment  of 
love,  which  is  the  principle  of 
every  attachment,  the  firft  in(lin£k^ 
the  firll  band  of  fociety,  without 
which  all  other  artificial  ties  have 
neither  energy  nor  duration.  The 
women,  who  are  flill  more  weak, 
are  neither  favourably  treated  by 
nature  nor  by  the  men,  who  have 
but  little  love  for  them,  and  con- 
fider  them  merely  as  fubfervient  to 
their  will  :  they  rather  facrifice 
them  to  their  indolence,  than  con- 
fecrate  them  to  their  pleafures. 
This  indolence  is  the  great  delight 
and  fupreme  felicity  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, of  which  the  women  are  the 
vidims  from  the  continual  labours 
impofed  upon  them.  It  rauft,  how- 
ever, be  confelTed,  that  in  America, 
as  in  all  other  parts,  the  men, 
when  they  have  fentenccd  the  wo- 
men to  work,  have  been  fo  equit-? 
able  as  to  take  upon  themfelves 
the  perils  of  war,  together  with 
the  toils  of  hunting  and  fifhing. 
But  their  indifference  for  the  fex, 
which  nature  has  intruded  with  the 
care  of  multiplying  the  fpecies, 
implies  an  imperfedlion  in  their 
organs,  a  fort  of  ftate  of  childhood 
in  the  people  of  America,  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  people  in  our  conti- 
nent who  are  not  yet  arrived  to  the 
age  of  puberty.  This  feenis  to  be 
a  natural  defefl  prevailing  in  the 
continent  of  America,  which  is  an 
indication  of  its  being  a  new 
country. 

But  if  the  Americans  are  a  new 
people,  are  rhey  a  rac^^  of  men  ori- 
ginally diftind  from  thofe  who  co- 
ver the  face  of  the  old  world  ? 
This  is  a  queftion  which  ought  not 
to  be  too  haftily  decided.  The 
origin  of  the  population  of  Ame- 
rica is  involved  in  inextricable 
diiiiculties.  If  we  affert  that  the 
Gieenlanders  firft  caoje  from  Nor- 
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way,  and  then  went  over  to  the 
coaft  of  Labrador  ;  others  will  tell 
us  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Greenlanders  are  fprung 
from  the  Efquimaux,  to  whom  they 
bear  n  greater  refemblance  than  to 
the  Europeans.  If  we  fhould  fup- 
pofe that  California  was  peopled 
from  Kamtfchatka,  it  may  be  aflced 
what  motive  or  what  chance  could 
have  led  the  Tartars  to  the  north- 
weft  of  America.  Yet  it  is  ima- 
gined to  be  from  Greenland  or 
Kamtfchatka  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  old  world  mull  have  gone 
over  to  the  new,  as  it  is  by  thofe 
two  countries  that  the  two  conti- 
nents are  connefted,  or  at  leaft 
approach  neareft  to  one  another, 
Befides,  how  can  we  conceive  that 
in  America  the  torrid  zone  can 
have  been  peopled  from  one  of  the 
frozen  zones  f  Population  will  in- 
deed fpread  from  north  to  fouth, 
but  it  muft  naturally  have  begun 
under  the  equator,  where  life  is 
cherifhed  by  warmth.  If  the  peo 
pie  of  America  could  not  come 
iVomour  continent,  and  yet  appear 
to  be  a  new  race,  we  muft  ha'/e  re- 
courfe  to  the  flood,  which  is  the 
fource  and  the  folution  of  all  difH- 
cukies  in  the  hiilory  of  nations. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  fea  hav- 
ing overflowed  the  other  hemi- 
fphere,  its  old  inhabitants  took  re- 
fuge upon  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains, and  the  Cordeleras,  which 
are  far  higher  than  our  mount 
Ararat.  But  how  could  they  have 
lived  upon  thofe  heights,  covered 
with  fnow,  and  furrounded  with 
waters  i  How  is  it  poflible  that 
men  who  had  breathed  in  a  pure 
and  delightful  climate,  could  have 
furvived  the  miferies  of  want,  the 
inclemency  of  a  tainted  almofphere, 
and  thofe  numberlefs  calamities, 
which  muft  be  the  unavoidable  con- 


fequences  of  a  deluge  ?  How  will 
the  race  have  been  preferved  and 
propagated  in  thofe  times  of  gene- 
ral calamity,  and  in  the  miferable 
ages  that  muft  have  fucceeded  f 
Notwithftanding  all  thefe  objec- 
tions, we  muft  allow  that  America 
has  been  peopled  from  thefe 
wretched  remains  of  the  great  de- 
vaftation.  Every  thing  carries  the 
veftiges  of  a  malady,  of  which  the 
human  race  ftill  feels  the  efFedls. 
The  ruin  of  that  world  is  ftill  im- 
printed on  its  inhabitants.  They 
are  a  fpecies  of  men  degraded  and 
degenerated  in  their  natural  con- 
ilitution,  in  their  ftature,  in  their 
way  of  life,  and  in  their  under- 
ftanding,  which  is  but  little  ad- 
vanced in  all  the  arts  of  civiliz* 
ation.  A  damper  air,  and  a  more 
marlhy  ground,  muft  neceflarily 
have  infedled  the  firil  principles  c^ 
the  fubfiftence  and  increafe  of  man- 
kind. It  mnft.bave  required  fomc 
ages  to  reftore  population,  and  ftill 
a  greater  number  before  the  ground 
could  be  fettled  and  dried,  fo  as 
to  be  fit  for  tillage,  and  for  the 
foundation  of  buildings.  The  air 
muft  neceflarily  be  purified,  before 
the'fky  could  be  clear,  and  the  ficy 
muft  neceffarily  be  clear  before  the 
earth  could  be  rendered  habitable. 
The  imperfeftion  therefore  of  na- 
ture in  America  is  no:  fo  much  a 
proof  of  its  recent  origin,  as  of  its 
regeneration.  It  was  probably 
peopled  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
other  hemifphere,  but  may  have 
been  overflown  later.  The  large 
foflil  bones  that  are  found  under 
ground  in  America,  ftiew  that  it 
had  formerly  elephants,  rhinoceros, 
and  other  enormous  quadrupeds, 
which  have  fince  difappeared  in 
thofe  regions.  The  gold  and  filver 
mines  that  are  found  juft  below  the 
fuifdce,  are  flgns  of  a  very  ancient 
revolution 
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revolution  of  tlie  globe,  but  later 
than  thofe  that  RaVe' Overturned 
t>ur  hemifphere.    •^'  -'  '  *'m 

Suppofe  America  had,  by  fomft 
means  or  other,  been  repeopled  by- 
bur,  roving  herds,  that  period  would 
have  been  fo  rernote-,  that  it  would 
flill  give  great  antiquity  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  hemifphere. 
-fhree  or  four  centuries  will  not 
then  be  fufficient  to  allow  for  the 
foundation  of  the  empires  of  Mex- 
ico and  Peru  ;  for  though  we  find 
no  trace  in  thefe  countries  of  our 
arts,  or  of  the  opinions  and  cuf- 
t(yms  that  prevail  in  other  parts  of 
the  globe,  yet  we-  have  found  a 
police  and  a  fociety  eliablilTied, 
inventions  and  practices  which, 
though  they  did  not  fhew  any 
marks  of  times  anterior  to  the  de- 
luge, yet  they  implied  a  long  fe- 
ries  of  ages  fubfequent  to  this  ca- 
taftrophe.  For,  though  in  Mexico, 
'4IS  in  Egypt,  a  country  furrounded 
with  waters,  mountains,  and  other 
•invincible  obftacles,  mull  have 
forced  the  men  inclofed  in  it  to 
tmitt  after  a  time,  though  they 
might  at  firft  deftroy  each  other  in 
continual  and  bloody  wars ;  yet  it 
was  only  in  procefs  of  time  that 
they  could  invent  and  eflablifh  a 
worlbip  and  a  legiflation,  which 
they  could  not,  poffibly,  have  bor- 
rowed from  remote  times  or  coun- 
tries. It  required  a  greater  num- 
ber of  ages  to  render  familiar  the 
fingle  art  of  fpeech,  and  that  of 
writing,  though  but  in  hierogly- 
phics, to  a  whole  nation  uncon- 
nected with  any  other,  and  which 
mull  itfelf  have  created  both  thofe 
arts,  than  it  would  take  up  days 
to  per  fed  a  child  in  them.  Ages 
bear  not  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  whole  race  as  years  do  to  indi- 
viduals. The  whole  race  is  to  oc- 
cupy a  vaft  field,  both  as  to  fpace 


and  duration,  while  the  indivi* 
duals  have  only  fome  moments  or 
jnftants  of  time  tO'  fill  up,  or  ra- 
ther to  riin  over.  The  likenefs 
and  uniformity  obf^rvable  in  the 
features  and  manofirs  of  the  Ame- 
rican nations,  plainly  fhew  that 
they  are  not  for  ancient  as  thofe  of 
our  continent  which  differ  fo  much 
from  each  other;  but  at  the  fame 
time  this  circumftance  feems  to 
confirm  that  they  did  not  proceed 
from  any  modern  hemifphere,  with 
which  they  have  no  kind  of  affinity 
that  can  indicate  an  immediate 'de- 
fcent. 


Experiments  on  Water  obtained  from 
the  melted  Ice  of  Sea-Water^  to 
afc^rtain  ^whether  it  be  frejh  or 
not  ;  and  to  determine  its  Jpecific 
Gravity  n.vith  refpecl  to  other  Wa" 
ter.  Alfo  Experiments  to  find  the 
Degree  of  Cold  in  nuhich  Sea- 
Water  begins  to  freeze.  By  Mr, 
Edward  Nairne.  AddreJJed  t9 
^/r  John  Pringle,  Bart.  Prefident 
of  the  Royal  Society ;  and  read  be- 
fore  that  learned  Body  the  xji  of 
February,  1776, 

Hampilead, 
SIR,  Feb.  I,  1776. 

JT  having  been  fuggeded,  in  a 
converfation  at  which  I  was 
prefent,  that  the  ice  of  fea-water 
is  not  frefh  ;  and  that  if  the  ice 
found  near  the  poles  be  really  fo, 
it  muft  probably  be  the  ice  of  frefh 
water  difgharged  into  the  fea  from 
large  rivers  in  thofe  parts :  I 
thought  the  prefent  cold  weather 
afforded  an  opportunity  too  favour- 
able to  be  loft,  of  afcertaining  by 
experiment,  whether  the  water  ob^ 
tained  from  the  melted  ice  of  fea- 
water  be  {izt  from  the  tafte  of  fait 
or  not  ;  of  comparing  its  gravity  , 
with  that  of  the  fea-water,  &c.  ; 
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and  of  finding  the  degree  of  cold  in 
which  the  latter  begins  to  freeze: 
and  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
you  an  account  of  my  refearches  in 
thefe  matters,  and  of  the  methods 
I  followed  in  making  them.  If 
you,  Sir,  fhould  think  them  wor- 
thy of  notice,  and  would  commu- 
*ricate  them  to  the  learned  body 
over  which  you  prefide,  you  would 
confer  an  honour  on.  Sec. 

THE  fea-water  ufed  in  the  fol- 
lowing experiments  was  furnilhed 
by  Mr.  Owen,  who  keeps  the  Mi- 
neral Water  Warehoufe,  at  Tem- 
ple-Bar ;  who  affured  me,  th'at  it 
was  taken  up  oiF  the  North  Fore- 
land. . 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1760, 
at  ten  o*clock  in  the  evening,  I 
filled  a  jar  3J  inches  in  diameter 
and  6~  inches  deep,  with  fea-wa- 
ter, and  expofed  it  to  the  open  air, 
the  thermometer  (landing  at  15°. 
At  noon  the  next  day,  on  taking 
it  in,  I  found  it  frozen  very  hard, 
except  a  very  little  at  the  bottom, 
which  remained  quite  fluid  ;  I  now 
fet  it  by  a  Hove  in  a  heat  of  56° 
to  thaw.  The  ice  when  taken  in 
from  the  open  air  was  one  quarter 
of  an  inch  above  the  edge  of  the 
jar.  When  the  jar  had  continued 
in  the  degree  of  heat  abovemen- 
tioned  during  eight  hours,  I  took 
out  the  ice,  which  was  then  3!  in- 
ches long  and  two  inches  in  dia- 
meter ;  about  two  thirds  of  the 
water  appeared  to  remain.  In  or- 
der to  clear  the  ice  from  any  brine 
that  might  adhere  to  it,  I  walhed 
it  in  a  pail  of  pump-water,  in 
which  it  was  fuffered  to  remain 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
then  fet  it  in  a  fieve  to  drain  off 
the  water  in  which  it  bad  been 
waftied. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1776, 


I  fet  the  beforementioned  ice  in  a 
bafin  in  a  heat  of  about  46",  i^ 
which  it  continued  nine  hours  be- 
fore the  whole  was  diflblved.  The 
bulb  of  a  thermometer  refted  on 
the  ice  during  the  time  of  the  fo- 
lution,  and  continued  without  va- 
riation at  32°.  The  water  thus 
obtained  was,  to  my  palate,  per- 
feftly  free  from  any  tafte  of  fait. 

In  order  to  afcertain  the  com- 
parative gravity  of  this  water,  I 
filled  a  bottle  with  it  to  a  certaia 
mark  in  its  neck,  which  was  very 
narrow,  and  weighed  the  bottle  fo 
filled  very  carefully.  I  weighed 
the  fame  bottle,  filled  to  the  fame 
mark  in  its  neck  with  fea-water 
and  other  waters  fucceffively,  which 
were  all  brought  to  the  fame  de- 
gree of  heat  by  a  thermometer. 
The  refults  were  as  follow  :  viz. 

Water   obtained   from   the 
melted   ice   of   the    fea 
water,        —  — 

Diftiiled  rain-water,     — 
Water  taken  out  of  a  water 
tub,  being  a  mixture  of  | 
rain  and  fnow  water. 
The  fea-water,  — 

The  rejiduum  of  the  fea-water 
from  which  the  ice  before- 
mentioned  had  been  ta- 
ken, — 

To  find  the  degree  of  cold  in 
which  fer -water  begins  to  freeze,  I 
made  the  following  experiments. 

I  expofed  to  the  open  air  a  de- 
canter filled  with  the  fea-water,  in 
which  a  thermometer  was  fufpend- 
ed,  the  bulb  of  which  reached  to 
the  middle  of  the  wideft  part  of  the 
decanter  ;  a  jelly  glafs  filled  with, 
the  fame  fea-water,  in  which  alfo  a 
thermometer  was  put,  refting on  the 
bottom,  was  placed  In  the  fame  ex- 
pofure.  The  refult  will  be  feen  in 
the  following  t^ble : 

January 


! 


1614 
1612 
16,5 
1653 

1659 
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Veflel. 


Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 
Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 


Decanter, 

Jelly  glafs, 

Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 
Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs. 


Decanter, 


Decanter, 


Decanter, 


Time, 


[mmerfcd 
Therm 


h     ' 

II  3aA.M 


12  o 


12  15 

12  20 
12  30 


I     gP.M. 


I    15 


4    ^ 


33 
25  to  28.5 


31 

28.5 


30 
28.5 

28.5 


27.5 


28.5 


Therm,  in 

the  open 

Air. 


19 
19 


19 


'9 


19 


19 


28.5     I        19 


EfFefts,  &c. 


A  number  of  beautiful 
feathered  cryftals  ap- 
peared in  the  jelly 
glals ;  they  began  to 
(hoot    from    the    top, 

•  which  was  covered 
with  ice,  toward  the 
bottom }  when  they 
reached  it,  the  ther- 
mometer rofe  imme- 
diately from  45  to 
28.5. 

Ice  began  to  form  in 
the  decanter,  though 
hardly  perceptible  at 
the  edge  tf  the  water. 


Cryftals  of  a  laminat- 
ed appearance  began 
to  flioot  downwards 
obliquely  from  the 
ice  at  the  luiface, 
which  at  the  edge  of 
the  water  was  barely 
two- tenths  of  an  inch 
thick  J  no  appearance 
of  -ice  in  the  middle 
of  the  furface. 

Crvftals  began  to  fiioot 
round  the  neck  of  the 
decanter  clofc  to  the 
glafs. 

The  infide  became  co- 
vered with  finely  fea- 
thered cryftals,  which 
made  it  inipoJlible  to 
obferve  the  height  of 
the  thermometer,  with- 
out raifing  it  till  the 
cjuickfilver  in  the  tube 
appeared  above  the 
ice. 


January 
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fanaary  29,  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  I  expofed  to  the  open 
air,  twofimilar  jars,  each  5^  inches 
deep  and  i-^^  inch  in  diameter; 
one  of  which  I  fliall,  for  the  fake  of 
diftindicn,  call  A  ;  the  other,  b.  a 
was  filled  with  the  fea-water ;  b 
ivith  water  taken  out  of  a  water^ 
tub,  which  was  a  mixture  of  rain 


and  fnow  water.  In  a  two  ther- 
mometers were  placed  ;  one  rclted 
on  the  bottom ;  the  upper  part  of 
the  ball  of  the  other  was  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  only  below  the  furface 
of  the  water  ;  one  thermometer 
was  alfo  placed  in  »,  reiHng  <m 
the  bottom.  The  following  tabic 
Ihews  the  refult. 


Therm. 

Therm. 

Therm,  in 

Veffd. 

Time. 

at  the 

at  the 

the  open 

Top. 

Bottom. 

Air. 

h     ' 

A 
B 

8     oP.M. 

60 

60 
60 

19.5 

A 
B 

8  15 

40 

23 
38 

A 

8  20 

35 

29.5 

B 

37-5 

A 
B 

8  25 

31 

26.5 

34 

A 
B 

8  30 

29 

25 
32 

A 
B 

8  32 

28.5 

24.5 
32 

A 
B 

8  36 

28.2 

28.5 
32 

20 

The  furface  of  the  wa- 
ter in  B  covered  with 
ice. 

Surface  as  before. 
Mo  appearance  of  ice. 
The  ice  on  the  furface 
increafed. 

Ice  began  to  appear  on 
the  fuiface. 
Quite  frozen. 

Cryftals  over  every  part 
of  the  glafs. 
As  before. 


N.  B.  During  the  time  in  which  thefe  obfervations  were  made,  the 
thermometer  in  the  open  air  rofe  half  of  a  divifion. 


The  following  table  (hews  the 
refult  of  fome  further  obfervations 
on  the  effefls  of  cold  on  the  fea- 
Water  in  the  jar  a  of  the  laft  table, 
which  had  been  thawed  in  order  to 


be  now  expofed  again  to  the  open 
air.  The  thermometer  in  the  jar 
continued  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
before. 


January 
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January  30,   1776,  A.  M. 


Time. 

Therm,  at 
the  Top. 

Thfrm.  at 
the  Bottom. 

Therm. 

in  the 

open  Air. 

Eff  as,  &c. 

h 

f 

10 

32 

59 

34.5 
29 

3v5 

16.5 

The  water  fluid. 

10 

^2 

Ice  began  to  be  formed  about 

J 

the  glafs  at  the  edge  of  the 

water. 

1     JO 

42 

28.5 

30-5 

Still    continued    to    have    ice 

only  about  the  edge  of  tht 

water. 

1     10 

48 

28 

28 

The     furface    of    the     water 

' 

rendered  ibgnant  by  the  ice. 

II 

I 

27 

24.5 

18.5 

The     cryftals      had     almoft 

1 

reached  the  bottom. 

11 

n 

27+ 

28.5 

During  the  half  minute  em- 
ployed   in  this   obfervation, 
the     cryftals      reached     the 

bottom     of    the    jar  ;     the 

\ 

lower    thermometer  rofe  al- 

moft    inftantaneoufly    from 
'  24.5  to  28.5,  and  was  im- 
mediately  rendered    obicure 
by  the  ice. 

11 

45 

26.5 

28.5 

19 

The  jar   was   taken  in  from 
the  open  air,  and  the  lower 
thtrmometcr    lifted    out    of 
the  ice  to  a  fufficient  height 
for  the  obfervations. 

From  th^e  obfervations  it  fcems 
that  the  freezing  point  of  fea-water 
Ihould  b'e  fixed  in  Fahrenheit's  fcale 
at  28.5. 

As  the  water,  when  it  began  to 
freeze  in  two  experiments,  exhi- 
bited phenomena  different  from 
any  I  had  obferved  before,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  an  ac- 
count of  them. 

At  fourteen  minutes  after  eight 
in  the  morning  of  January  31,  I 
put  the  jar  b  of  the  fecond  table, 
containing  the  fame  water  ;'  viz.  a 
mixture  of  rain  and  fnow^water,  in 


a  window,  having  the  evening  be- 
fore placed  a  fecond  thermometer 
.in  it,  the  bulb  of  which  was  jufl; 
below  the  furface  of  the  water. 
This  as  well  as  the  thermometer  at 
the  bottom  ftood  at  27.5,  and  the 
water  was  perfeftly  fluid  ;  the  ther- 
mometer placed  near  the  jar  within 
the  window  was  at  23.5.  At 
twenty-feven  minutes  after  eight  it 
began  to  freeze  at  the  bottom  of 
the  jar,  the  thermometers  at  the 
top  and  bottom  (landing  alike  at 
27.  The  inftant  the  cryftals  began 
to  encompafs  the  ball  of  the  ther- 
mometer 
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»nbmeter  below,  which  they  very 
loon  did  after  it  began  to  freeze, 
the  quickiilvcr  rofe  in  it  to  32", 
t!ie  upper  one  continuing  at  27". 
The  crylUls  continued  to  (hoot 
upv/ard,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute  reached  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer  at  the  furface,  which 
immediately  rofe  to  32°. 

At  tert  minutes  before  fix  in  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day,  I  put 
the  jar  a  of  the  fecond  table  into 
the  open  air,  its  contents  the 
fame  ;  viz.  fea-water.  The  ther- 
mometers in  it  were  likewife  the 
fame,  not  having  been  moved; 
they  both  flood  at  34";  that  in 
the  open  air  at  19.5.  At  fix 
o'clock  the  thermometer  above  was 
at  31",  that  below  at  28.25.  At 
this  time  I  difcovered  feme  ice  on 
the  furface  of  the  water  ;  but  as  it 
was  by  candle-light,  I  could  not 
difcern  its  firft  appearance.  At 
ten  minutes  after  fix,  the  thermo- 
meter above  was  at  29^  ;  that  be- 
low at  26.5.  At  fifteen  minutes 
after  fix,  the  upper  thermometer 
at  28.5  ;  that  below  at  25".  At 
feventeen  minutes  after  fix,  both 
the  thermometers  ftood  at  2S.5, 
cryllaljc  having  riJen  from  the  bot- 
tom covered  the  ball  of  that  be- 
low, on  which  it  rofe  inltantly 
from  25°  to  28.5.  The  thermo- 
meter in  the  open  air  continued  as 
at  firft  ;  viz.  at  19. 5. 

The  fcale  of  all  the  thermome- 
ters ufed  in  thefe  experiments  was 
Fahrenheit's.  I  have  fent  here- 
with fpecimens  of  the  water;  viz, 
of  the  fea  water ;  of  the  water 
procured  from  its  melted  ice;  and 
of  the  rejiduum  of  the  fea-water 
from  which  the  ice  was  taken. 


I  am,  &c. 


Vol.  XIX, 


A  Campari/on  of  the  Heat  of  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh.  JJy  John 
Roebuck,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  in  a  ' 
Letter  to  William  Heberden, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S,  From  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfadions. 

SIR, 

I  DELIVERED  to  you  fome 
lime    ago,   a   rcgifler   of  the 
thermometer  at  Hawkhill  for  ten 
years  ;    but  as   thefe  obfervations 
were  made  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon, 
and  yours  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the    correfponding    years   of    the 
morning's  obfervations  only  admit 
of  a  comparifon.      It  appears  by 
your  regiller,  that  the  mean  heat 
at  London    for    nine   years   from 
the  end   of  1763    to  t|ie  end   of 
1772,    at    eight    o'clock    in    the 
morning,    was    4.70.  4 ;    and    ;he 
mean  heat  at  Hawkhill,  during  the 
fame   period  of    time,    was    46". 
The   difference  of  which  is  only 
I ".4.     A  difference  much  lefs  than 
might  be  expeded  from  the  diffe- 
rence of  latitude,  and  not  fuflicient 
to  account  why  nonpareils,  golden 
renets,    peaches,    nedarines,    and 
many  kinds  of  grapes,  generally 
come    to   maturity  near   London, 
and  fcarce  ever  near  Edinburgh, 
without  the  aid  of  artificial  heat. 
Before  I  proceeded  further  to  per- 
plex  myfelf  with   this   difficulty, 
I    procured    from    Hawkhill   and 
from  yourfelf  the   regifter  of  the 
thermometer  for  three  years  at  the 
fame  periods  of  time  ;    copies    of     ^ 
which  I  here  inclofe  to  you.     And 
by  thefe  it  appears,  that  the  mean 
heat    of  London  of   thefe    three 
years  exceeded  that  of  Edinburgh 
by  4". 5.     And  the  mean  heat  of 
G  the 
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the  three  hottelt  months  In  Lon- 
don, exceeded  the  mean  of  the 
fame  three  at  Edinburgh  by  5°.  8. 
.And  the  mean  heat  of  thefe  three 
fummer  months,  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  in  London,  exceeded 
the  mean  heat  of  the  fame  months, 
at  the  fame  hour,  in  Edinburgh, 
^y  7°*  3* ;  which  fufficiently  ac- 
counts why  fome  fruit  may  come 
to  maturity  in  one  country  and 
not  in  the  other:  and  alfo  why 
corn  and  grafs,  which  vegetate 
with  a  more  temperate  heat,  but 
require  a  longer  continuance  of  it, 
may  arrive  at  maturity  in  both 
countries.  The  reafon  why  the 
mean  heat  of  London  exceeds 
that  of  Edinburgh  may  arlfe  prin- 
cipally from  the  difference  of  la- 
titude. But  the  reafon  why  the 
excefs  is  greater  in  proportion  in 
the  three  hotteft  months  of  the 
year,  at  the  hotteft  time  of  the 
day,  than  in  the  winter  months. 


arifcs  from  Edinburgh's  being  fi- 
tuated  nearer  to  the  fea  than  Lon- 
don. We  might  fpeak  with  more 
precifion  on  this  fubjeft,  if  we  had 
a  regifter  of  the  thermometer  at 
Mofcow,  which  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  latitude  as  Edinburgh  ; 
though  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
heat  of  fummer  is  much  more  in- 
tenfe,  and  the  cold  of  winter  much 
more  fevere,  at  Mofcow  than  at 
Edinburgh.  The  mean  heat  of 
firings  near  Edinburgh  feems  to 
be  47°;  and  at  London  51°.  It 
is  probable,  that  the  mean  heat 
of  good  fprings  in  any  country  is 
very  nearly  the  mean  heat  of  the 
country  *.  A  faithful  account  of 
the  heat  of  fprings  in  different  la- 
titudes, and  of  water  taken  from 
the  fame  depth  of  the  fea  in  dif- 
ferent latitudes,  is  yet  wanted. 

I  am,  &c. 


*  We  fhall  have  an  eafy  method  of  finding  the  mean  heat  of  any  place,  if  it 
be  always  nearly  equal  to  that  of  its  fprings.  This  matter  might  be  afcertained 
by  a  proper  number  of  obfervations  j  and  it  is  therefore  very  defirable,  to  have 
an  account  taken  of  the  heat  of  the  fprings,  wherever  a  regifter  is  kept  of  the 
heat  of  the  air.    W.  Heeerden. 
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and  hung  down  about  the  centre 
of  the  room.  Myfelf  and  feveral 
others  were  at  this  time  incloled 
in  the  flove,  without  experiencing 
any  opprcffive  or  painful  fenfatioa 
of  heat,  proportioned  to  the  de- 
gree pointed  out  by  the  thermome- 
ter. Every  metallic  about  us  foon 
became  very  hot. 

II.  My  friend  Mr.  Park,  an  in- 
genious furgeon  of  this  place, 
went  into  the  Itove  heated  to  202°. 
After  ten  minutes  I  found  the 
pulfe  quickened  to  120.  And  to 
determine  the  increafe  of  the  ani- 
mal heat,  another  thermometer 
was  handed  to  him,  in  which  the 
quickfilver  already  Hood  at  96*^ ; 
but  it  rofe  only  to  99I,  whether  the 
bulb  of  the  thermometer  was.  in 
clofed  in  the  palms  of  the  hand-, 
or  received  into  the  mouth*.  The 
natural  flate  of  this  gentleman's 
pulfe  is  about  65. 

Ilf.  Another  gentleman  went 
through  the  fame  experiment  in 
the  fame  circumftances,  and  with 
the  fame  efieds. 

JV.  One  of  the  porters  to  the 
Hofpital,  a  healthy  young  man, 
and  the  pulfe  75,  was  inclofed  in 
the  Hove  when  the  quickfilver 
flood  at  2:0°;  and  he  remained 
there,  with  little  inconvenience, 
for  20  minutes.  The  pulfe,  now» 
164,  and  the  animal  heat,  deter-' 
mined  by  another  thermometer  as 
in  the  former  experiments,  was 
10  if. 

V.  A  young  gentleman  of  a  de- 
licate and  irritable  habits  whofe 
natural  pulfe  is  about  80,  remain- 
ed in  the  ftove  ten  minutes  whea 
heated  to  224°.      The  pulfe -rofe 

-  *  The  fcale  of  the  thermometer,  which  was  fufpended  by  the  ftring-,  about 
the  middle  of  the  room,  was  of  metal ;  this  was  the  only  one  I  could  then 
procure,  on  which  the  degrees  ran  fo  high  as  to  give  any  fcope  for  the  experi- 
ment. The  fcale  of  the  other  thermometer,  which  was  employed  for  aicer- 
taining  the  variations  in  the  animal  heat,  was  of  ivory. 

to 


An  Account  of  fame  curious  Experi- 
ments tried  lately  in  London  and 
Liverpool,  iMith  njery  great  De- 
grees of  Heat  and  Cold  upon  ani- 
mal and  'vegetable  Bodies^  and  of 
Cold  upon  'vegetable  Bodies,  prov- 
ing that  fucb  Bodies  y  ^ivbile  alinje, 
are  endued  nvith  many  uncommon 
PotAjerSy  particularly  thofe  of  I  ear- 
ing Heat  and  Cold,  and  e<ven  ge- 
nerating the  one,  occajionally ,  in 
cppojition  to  the  other.  From  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadions. 

Article  the  First. 

Experiments  in  an  heated  Room.  By 
Matthew  Dobfon,  M.  D,  In  a 
Letter  to  John  Fothergill,  ilf.  D, 
F.  R.  S, 

Liverpool,  April  2^,   1775. 
DEAR   SIR, 

I  PERUSED  with  particular 
pleafure,  your  (hort  account  of 
the  curious  experiment  made  by 
Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander.  The 
fame,  and  fome  additional  experi- 
ments, have  been  m.ade  here;  the 
refult  of  which  I  fhould  fooner 
have  tranfmitted  to  you,  had  I  not 
been  prevented  by  the  conftant 
engagements  of  my  profeflion. 

Experiments, 

I.  The  fweating-room  of  our 
Public  Hofpital  at  Liverpool, 
which  is  nearly  a  cube  of  nine 
feet,  lighted  from  the  top,  was 
heated  till  the  quickfilver  Hood  at 
224°  on  Fahrenheit's  fcale,  nor 
would  the  tube  of  the  thermometer 
indeed  admit  the  heat  to  be  raifed 
higher.  The  thermometer  was 
fufpended  by  a  ftring  fixed  |o  the 
wooden  frame   of   the   fky-light. 
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to  14^,  and  the  animal  heat  to 
102<^.  This  gentleman,  who  had 
been  frequently  in  the  (love  during 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  found  hira- 
felf  feeble,  and  difpofed  to  break 
out  into  fweats  for  24  hoars  after 
the  experiment. 

VI.  Two  fmall  tin  vcflels,  con- 
taining each  the  white  of  an  egg, 
were  put  into  the  ftove  heated  to 
224°.  One  of  them  was  placed 
on  a  wooden  feat  near  the  wall, 
and  the  other  fufpcnded  by  a  Ilring 
about  the  middle  of  the  Hove.  Af- 
ter ten  minutes,  they  began  to  co- 
agulate ;  but  the  coagulation  was 
fenfibly  quicker  and  firmer  in  that 
which  was  fufpended,  than  in  that 
which  was  placed  on  the  wooden 
feat.  The  progrefs  of  the  coagu- 
lation was  as  follows :  it  was  firll 
formed  on  the  fides,  and  gradu- 
ally extended  itfelf;  the  whole  of 
the  bottom  was  next  coagulated  ; 
and  lall  of  all  the  middle  part  of 
the  top. 

VII.  Part  of  the  (hell  of  an  egg 
was  peeled  away,  leaving  only  the 
film  which  furrounds  the  white ; 
and  part  of  the  white  being  drawn 
out,  the  film  funk  fo  as  to  form  a 
little  cup.  This  cup  was  filled 
with  fomeof  the  albumen  ovi,  which 
was  coniequently  detached  as  much 
as  poi&ble  from  every  thing  bu^ 
the  contad  of  the  air  and  of  the 
film  which  formed  the  cup.  The 
lower  part  of  the  egg  flood  upon 
fome  light  tow  in  a  common  galli- 
pot, and  was  placed  on  the  wooden 
feat  in  the  ftove.  The  quickfilver 
in  the  thermometer  Hill  continued 
at  22+°.  After  remaining  in  the 
itove  for  an  hour,  the  lower  part 
of  the  egg  which  was  covered  with 
the  (hell,  was  firmly  coagulated  ; 
but  that  which  was  in  the  little 
cup  was  Huid  and  tranfparent.    Ac 


the  end  of  another  hour  it  was  flrill 
fluid,  except  on  the  edges  where 
it  was  thinneft;  and  here  it  was 
Hill  tranfparent  ;  a  fufficlent  proof 
that  it  was  dried,  not  coagulated. 

VIII.  A  piece  of  bees  wax,  p'a- 
ced  in  the  fame  fituation-with  the 
albumen  ovi  of  the  preceding  expe- 
riment, and  expofed  to  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  in  the  ftove,  begaa 
to  melt  in  five  minutes :  another 
piece  fufpended  by  a  firing,  and 
a  third  piece  put  into  the  tin  vefl'el 
and  fuipended»  began  likewife  to 
liquify  in  five  minutes. 

Obfemjations. 
That    heated    air   ftiould    have 
fuch  a  fpeedy  and  powerful  efi^efl 
in  quickening  the  pulfe,  while  the 
animal  heat  is  little  altered  from 
its  natural  ilandard  ;    that  the  hu- 
man body  fliould  fo  eafiiy  bear  to 
be  farrounded  with  air  heated  to 
224.°  ;  that  the  albumen  o<vi,  which 
begins  to  coagulate  in  water  at  150°, 
Ihould  remain  fluid  in  224"  ;  and 
that    the    fame    albumen   o'vi,    ftill 
placed     in     air    heated    to    224°, 
Ihould  coagulate  if  in  contact  ei- 
ther with  tin  or  its  own  fhell,  are 
fads  as  Angular  as  they  are  difii- 
cult    of    explanation.     From    the 
different    effedls  of   heated  air  on 
the  pulfe  and  the  heat  of  the  bodv, 
do  we  not  difcover  the  fallacy  of 
that  theory  of  animal  heat  which 
has    been    adopted    by    Boerhaave 
and  other  celebrated  phyfiologifts  ? 
They  fuppofe    that  animal  heat  is 
produced  by  the   attrition  of    the 
globules    of  the    circulating    fluids 
againft    the  fides  of  the  containing 
veflcls ;  but  in  feveral  of  the  pre- 
ceding experiments,  the  circulation 
was  amazingly  quickened,  with  lit- 
tle increafe  of  the  animal  heat.  But 
whence  is  it  that  the  human  body 
G  3  caa 
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can  bear,  without  immediate  in- 
jury, to  be  furrounded  with  air 
heated  to  224°  ?  And  whence  is 
it,  that  the  albumen  o'vi  does  not 
coagulate  in  this  degree  of  heat  ? 
Is  it  that  fires  as  it  pafles  into  fome 
bodies  becomes  latent,  agreeable 
to  a  dodlrine  which  has  for  fome 
time  been  taught  at  Edinburgh  by 
ProfefTor  Black  ?  Or  does  fire  be- 
come fixed  and  quiefcentt  according 
to  a  fimilar  fyikm  adopted  by  Dr. 
Franklin  *  ?  Air  we  know  exills 
either  in  a  fixed  or  elaliic  Hate  ; 
and  fire  may  in  like  manner  exift 
in  bodies,  either  in  a  latent,  fixed, 
and  quiejcent;  or  in  a  fenfible, 
fluid,  and  adlivc  ftate.  Agreeable 
to  this  idea,  the  bees  wax  receives 
the  fire  in  an  adlive  ftate,  and  dif- 
folves ;  while  the  human  body  and 
the  albumen  O'vi,  receiving  the  fire 
in  a  latent  Itate,  are  little  altered 
in  their  temperature.  Let  each 
of  thefe,  however,  be  put  in  con- 
tact with  a  difiFerent  body,  tin  for 
inftance ;  and  though  the  heat  of 
the  air  continues  the  fame,  yet  the 
iire  no  longer  enters  in  a  latent 
ftate,  but  with  all  its  fenfible  and 
a£live  powers  5  for  the  albumen  o'vi 
fufpended  in  a  tin  veftTel  foon  coa- 
gulates ;  and  the  human  body,  co- 
vered with  the  fame  metal,  would 
quickly  experience  an  intolerable 
^nd  dellruiStive  degree  of  heat. 
Or  are  the  above  phenomena  more 
fatisfa£torily  explained,  by  confi- 
dering  difi~erent  badies  as  pofleffing 
difiFerent  conducing  powers  ;  fome 
being  ftrong,  others  weak  con- 
duftors  of  fire  ?  All  thofe  bodies 
then  which  are  weak  conductors 
of  fire  from  air,  may  be  placed 
in     air,    without     receiving     the 


degree,  accord-  A 
tions  of  Du  Ha-  J 
T,  publiftied  in  J 
the  Academy  of  % 


heat  of  this  medium.  Hence  the 
albumen  onji  remains  fluid  in  air 
heated  to  224°.  Hence  likewife 
the  frog,  the  lizard,  the  camellon, 
&c.  retain  their  natural  tempera- 
ture, and  feel  cold  to  the  touch, 
though  perpetually  furrounded  with 
air  hotter  than  their  own  bodies. 
Hence  alfo,  the  human  body  keeps 
nearly  its  own  temperature,  in  a 
ftove  heated  to  224°  :  or  may  even 
pafs  without  injury  into  air  heated 
to  a  much  greater  degree,  accord- 
ing  to  the  obfervations 

MEL    and    TiLLET' 

the  Memoirs  of  the 
Sciencesf.  On  the  other  hand,  all 
thofe  bodies  which  are  powerful 
condudors  of  fire  from  air,  are  in- 
fluenced in  proportion  when  fur- 
rounded with  this  medium.  The 
bees  wax  melted  from  the  mere 
contaft  of  the  air  in  experiment 
VIII,  and  in  experiment  VI,  the 
albumen  ovi  was  coagulated  on  the 
intervention  of  another  body,  which 
is  a  ftrong  condudor  of  fire  from 
air.  But  whether  this  method  of 
reafcning  on  the  natural  caufe  of 
thefe  efteds  be  juft  or  not,  the  final 
caufe  is  obvious,  and  is  to  be  re- 
folved  into  the  wife  and  benevo- 
lent appointment  of  the  Almigh- 
ty. Man  is  happily  fo  framed,  as 
to  poflefs  a  power  of  keeping  nearly 
the  fame  tenor  of  heat,  in  all  the 
variations  of  the  temperature  of 
the  air  in  fumnier  and  winter,  in 
hot  and  cold  climates  ;  and  con^ 
fequently  changes  his  fituation  on 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  with 
much  lefs  inconvenience  or  injury, 
than  he  could  othcrvvife  have  done. 
The  fame  power  likewife  happily 
adapts   different   animals   to  their 


*  Exper.  and  Obfcrv.  p.  346.  and  4.11. 

f  Memoirs    pour    176X  ;    And    likewife    our    Volume    for  1768 
Fait,  p.  91. 
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refpe£live  deftinations.  The  lizard 
and  the  camelion  remain  cool  un- 
der the  equator,  while  the  whale 
and  porpofe  retain  a  degree  of  heat 
above  that  of  the  human  body, 
'  though  furrounded  with  the  wate  s 
of  the  coldell  Northern  feas,  and 
amidll  mountains  of  ice  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Pole. 

Should  you  think  thefe  experi- 
ments and  obfervations  on  heated 
air  of  fufficient  importance  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, they  are  at  your  difpofal, 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  find,  that 
Dr.  Prieftley  is  profecuting  his 
very  ingenious  inquiries  on  air.  In 
a  letter  I  lately  received  from  him 
he  informs  me,  that  he  has  difco- 
vered  a  fpecies  of  air,  which  will 
preferve  animal  life  fix  times  longer 
than  atmofpheric  air, 

I  remain  with  great  efteem,  &c. 

Article  the  Second, 

Experiments  on  Animals  and  Vegeta- 
bleSy  'with  refpeSi  to  the  Potver  of 
producing  Heat.  By  John  Hunter, 
F.R.S. 

THE  ingenious  experiments 
and  obiervations  lately  pre- 
fented  to  this  learned  Society,  upon 
a  power  which  animals  feem  to 
pofiefs  of  generating  cold,  induced 
me  to  look  over  my  notes  of  cer- 
tain experiments  and  obfervations 
made  in  the  year  1766,  which  in- 
dicate an  oppofite  power  in  ani- 
mals ;  whereby  they  are  capable 
of  refifting  any  external  cold  while 
alive,  by  generating  within  them- 
felves  a  degree  of  heat  fufficient  to 
counterart  it.  Thefe  experiments 
were  not  originally  inllituted  in 
view  of  the  difcovery,  which  in 
h  ev  IK      refulted  from  them,  but 


for  a  very  diiFerent  purpofe  ;  which 
was  no  other  than    to  fatisfy  my- 
felf,  whether  an  animal  could  re- 
tain life  after  it  was  frozen,  as  had 
been    confidently  aflerted    both  of 
fifh  and  fnakes.      I  mention   this, 
to  account  for  what  might  other- 
wife    be    attributed    to  negligence 
and  inattention  ;  namely,  that  lit- 
tle nicety  was  ufed   in   meafuring 
the  precife  degrees  of  the  cold  ap- 
plied in  thefe  experiments.      Ac- 
curacy in    this  particular  was   not 
aimed  at,  being  of  no  confequence 
in  the    inquiry  more  immediately 
before    me.      The   cold  produced 
was  firll  by  means  of  ice  and  fnow 
w'nhi  fal  ammoniac  or  fea-falt,  and 
was    about    10°    of    Fahrenheit's 
thermometer.     Then  ice,  fo  cool- 
ed, was   mixed  with  fpirit  of  ni- 
tre ;  but  what  degree  of  cold  was 
thus  produced  I  did  not  examine. 
This  cold  mixture  was  made  in  a 
tub  furrounded  with  woollen  cloths, 
and  covered  with  the  fame,  to  pre- 
vent the  efteds  of  the  heat  of  the 
atmofphere    upon   the  mixture  it- 
felf,    and  to  preferve  as  much  as 
poffible  a  cold   atmofphere  within 
the  veflel.     The  animal  juices,  the 
blood  for  example,  freeze  at  25°  ; 
fo  that  a  piece  of  dead  fle(h  could 
be  frozen  in  fuch  an  atmofphere. 

Experiments, 

I.  The  firft  experiment  was 
made  on  two  carp.  They  were 
put  into  a  glafs  vefiel  with  com- 
mon river  water,  and  the  vefiel 
put  into  the  freezing  mixture  ;  the 
water  did  not  freeze  faft  enough  ; 
and  therefore,  to  make  it  freeze 
fooner,  we  put  in  as  much  cooled 
fnow  as  to  make  the  whole  thick. 
The  fnow  round  the  carp  melted  ; 
we  put  in  more  frefh  fnow,  which 
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melted  alfo ;  and  this  was  repeated 
feveral  times,  till  we  grew  tired, 
and  at  laft  left  them  covered  up  in 
the  yard,  to  freeze  by  the  joint 
Qperation  of  the  furrounding  mix- 
ture and  the  natural  cold  of  the  at- 
ipofphere.  They  were  frozen  at 
laft,  after  having  exhaulted  the 
\yhole  powers  of  life  in  the  pro- 
dudion  of  heat.  That  this  was 
really  the  cafe,,  could  not  be  known, 
till  I  had  compleated  that  part 
of  the  experiment,  for  which  the 
whole  was  begun  ;  i>iz.  the  thaw- 
i;ig  of  the  animals.  I'his  was 
done  very  gradually  ;^  but  the  ani- 
mals did  not  with  flexibility  re- 
cover life.  While  in  this  cold, 
they  fiiewed  figns  of  great  uneafi- 
nefs  by  their  violent  motions.  In 
fome  of  thefe  experiments,  where 
air  was  made  the  conduftor  of  the 
cold  and  heat,  that  the  heat  might 
be  more  readily  carried  off  from 
the  animal,  a  leaden  veffel  was 
ufed.  It  was  fmall  for  the  fame 
reafon ;  and  as  i:  was  neceffary, 
for  the  animal's  rf^fpiration,  that 
the  mouth  of  tl,'e  veiTel  fhould  com- 
municate with  the  open  air,  it  was 
made  pretty  deep,  that  the  cold  of 
the  atmofphere  round  the  animal 
might  not  be  diminiftied  fail  by 
the  warmth  of  the  open  air,  which 
would  have  fpoiled  it  as  a  c;.n- 
duftor. 

II.  The  fecond  experiment  was 
upon  a  dormoufe.  The  veffel  was 
funk  in  the  cold  mixture  almoft 
to    its    edge.      The     atmofphere 


round  the  animal  foon  cooled  ;  its 
breath  froze  as  it  came  from  th^ 
mouth  }  an  hoar-froft  gathered  ot\ 
its  whifkers,  and  on  all  the  in-iide 
of  the  veffel ;  and  the  external 
ends  of  the  hair  became  covered 
with  the  fame.  While  this  was 
going  on,  the  animal  fhewed  figns 
of  great  uneafinefs  :  fometimes  it 
would  coil  itfelf  into  a  round  form, 
to  preferve  its  extremities,  and 
confine  its  heat,  but  finding  that 
ineffedlual,  it  then  endeavoured  to 
make  its  efcape* ;  its  motions  be- 
C9.nie  lefs  violent  by  the  finking  of 
the  vital  powers ;  and  its  feet  were 
frozen  ;  but  we  were  not  able  tq 
keep  up  the  cold  a  fufficient  time 
to  freeze  the  whole  animal,  its 
hair  being  fuch  a  bad  conductor  of 
heat,  that  the  confumption  was 
not  more,  than  the  animal  powers 
were  capable  of  fupportingf. 

III.  The  third  experiment  was 
made  upon  another  dormoufe. 
From  the  failure  of  the  laft:  expe- 
riment, I  took  care  that  the  hait 
(hould  not  a  fecond  time  be  an  ob- 
firu6tion  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  ex- 
periment. I  therefore  firft  wetted 
it  all  over,  that  the  heat  pf  the 
animal  might  be  more  inilanta- 
nt'Oully  carried  off;  and  then  it 
vv'as  put  into  the  leaden  veffel. 
The  whole  was  put  into  the  cold 
-mixture  as  before.  The  animal 
foon  gave  figns  of  its  feeling  the 
cold,  by  repeated  attempts  to  make 
its  efcape.  The  breath,  and  the 
evaporating   water    from  its  body 


*  This  (hews,  that  colH,  carried  to  a  great  degree,  rather  rpiifes  the  animal 
into  aflion  than  deprtfles  it  j  but  it  would  appear,  from  many  ciicumltances 
and  obfervations,  that  a  certain  degree  of  cold  produces  inaftiviiy  both  in  the 
living  and  feniitive  principle,  which  will  be  farther  iliuftrated  hereafter. 

"Y  Thefe  experiments  were  made  in  prefence  of  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  and 
Dr.  Ervin,  teacher  of  Cheniiftry  at  Glasgow  j  the  latter  of  whom  came  in 
accidentally  in  the  middle  of  our  operation^* 
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were  foon  frozen,  and  appeared 
like  a  hoar-froll  on  the  fides  of  the 
veflei,  and  on  its  whilkers  ;  but 
while  the  vigour  of  life  laited,  it 
defied  the  approach  of  the  cold. 
However,  from  the  hair  being 
wet,  and  thereby  rendered  a  good 
condudlor  of  heat,  there  was  a 
much  greater  confumption  of  it 
than  in  the  former  experiment. 
This  haftened  on  a  diminution  of 
the  power  of  producing  it.  The 
animal  died,  and  foon  became 
ftifF;  upon  thawing  it,  we  found 
it  was  dead. 

IV.  The  fourth  experiment  was 
upon  a  toad.  It  was  put  into  wa- 
ter juft  deep  enough  not  to  cover 
lis  mouth,  and  the  whole  was  put 
into  the  cold  mixture,  now  be- 
tween 10?  and  15°.  It  allowed  the 
water  to  freeze  clofe  to  it,  which 
as  it  were  clofed  it  in  ;  but  the 
animal  did  not  die,  and  therefore 
was  not  frozen  :  however,  it  hardly 
ever  recovered  the  ufe  of  its 
limbs. 

V.  The  fifch  experiment  was 
with  a  fnail,  which  froze  very  foon, 
in  a  cold  between  lo*^  and  13^^; 
but  this  experiment  was  maue  in 
the  winter,  when  the  living  pow- 
ers of  thofe  anima'?  are  very  weak  : 
it  might  have  refilled  the  cold  more 
Itrongly  in  the  fummer. 

To  afcertain  whether  vegetables 
could  be  frozen,  and  afterwards 
retain  all  their  properties  when 
thawed,  or  had  the  fame  power  of 
generating  heat  with  animals,  I 
made  feveral  experiments.  Vege- 
table juices  when  fqueezed  out  of  a 
green  plant,  fuch  as  cabbage  and 
fpinnage,  froze  in  a  cold  about 
29*^;  and  between  29°  and  30'^ 
thawed  again,  which  is  about  4° 
^bove  the  point  at  which  the  ani- 
fpal  juices  freeze  and  thaw. 
^  8 


I.  I  took  a  young  growing  bean, 
about  three  inches  long  in  the 
ftalk,  and  put  it  into  the  leaden 
vefiel  with  common  water,  and 
then  immerfed  the  whole  into  the 
cold  mixture.  The  water  very 
foon  froze  all  round  it ;  however, 
the  bean  itfelf  took  up  a  longer 
time  in  freezing  than  the  fame 
quantltyof  water  would  havedone; 
yet  it  did  freeze,  and  was  after- 
wards thawed,  and  planted  in  the 
ground,  but  it  foon  withered.  The 
fame  experiment  was  made  upon 
the  bulbous  roots  of  tulips,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

II.  A  young  Scotch  fir,  which 
had  two  compleat  (hoots  and  a, 
third  growing,  and  which  confe- 
quently  was  in  its  third  year,  was 
put  into  the  cold  mixture,  which 
was  between  15°  and  17°.  The 
laft  flioot  froze  with  great  diffi- 
culty, which  appeared  to  be  owing 
in  fome  meafure  to  the  repulfion 
between  the  plant  and  Ihe  water. 
When  thawed,  the  young  (hoot 
was  found  flaccid.  It  was  planted  ; 
the  firll  and  fecond  ihoot  we  found 
retained  life,  while  the  third,  or 
growing  (hoot,  withered. 

Hi.  A  young  (hoot  of  growing 
oats  with  three  leaves,  had  one 
of  the  leaves  put  into  the  cold 
mixture  at  2>°,  and  it  foon  was 
frozen.  The  roots  were  next  put 
in,  but  did  not  freeze ;  and  when 
put  into  the  ground,  the  whole 
grew,  excepting  the  leaf  which 
had  been  frozen.  The  fame  ex- 
periment was  made  upon  the 
leaves  and- roots  of  a  young  bean, 
and  attended  with  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs. 

IV.  A  leaf  taken  from  a  grow- 
ing bean  was  put  into  the  cold 
mixture,  and  frozen,  and  after- 
Avards  thawed,  which  fcrved  as  a 
flandard. 
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(landard.  Another  frefh  leaf  was 
taken  and  bent  in  the  middle  upon 
itfelf ;  a  fmall  (hallow  leaden  vefi'el 
was  put  upon  the  top  of  the  cold 
mixture,  and  the  two  leaves  put 
upon  its  bottom;  but  one  ha  If  of  each 
leaf  was  not  allowed  to  touch  the 
veffel  by  the  bend  ;  the  cold  mix- 
ture was  between  17°  and  15°, 
and  the  atmofphere  at  22°.  The 
furfaces  of  the  two  leaves  which 
were  in  contact  with  the  lead  were 
foon  frozen  in  both  ;  but  thofe 
furfaces  which  rofe  at  right  angles, 
and  were  therefore  only  in  contaft 
with  the  cold  atmofphere,  did  not 
freeze  in  equal  times ;  the  one 
that  had  gone  through  this  procefs 
before,  froze  much  fooner  than  the 
frefli  one.  The  above  experiment 
was  repeated  when  the  cold  mix- 
ture was  at  25°,  24°,  and  the  at- 
mofphere nearly  the  fame,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs ;  only  the 
leaves  were  longer  in  freezing,  ef- 
pecially  the  frefh  leaf. 

V.  The  vegetable  juices  above- 
mentioned  being  frozen  in  the 
leaden  vefTel,  the  cold  mixture  at 
28°,  and  the  atmofphere  the  fame, 
a  growing  fir-flioot  was  laid  upon 
the  furface,  alfo  a  bean  leaf;  and 
upon  remaining  there  fome  mi- 
nutes, they  were  found  to  have 
thawed  the  furface  on  which  they 
lay.  This  I  thought  might  arife 
from  the  greater  warmth  of  thefe 
fubllances  at  the  time  of  applica- 
tion ;  but  by  moving  the  iir-fiioot 
to  another  part,  we  had  the  fame 
effetl  produced. 

VI.  A  frelh  leaf  of  a  bean  was 
cxaftly  weighed ;  it  was  then  put 
into  the  cold  atmofphere  and  fro- 
zen. In  this  ftate  it  was  put  back 
into  the  fame  fcale,  and  allowed  to 
thaw.  No  alteration  in  the  weight 
was  produced. 


It  appears  from  the  above  expe- 
riments, that  an  animal  mufl  be  de- 
prived of  life  before  it  can  be  frozen. 
Secondly,  that  there  is  an  exertion, 
or  an  expence  ot  animal  powers,  in 
doing  this,  in  proportion  to  the 
necellity  ;  and  that  the  whole  ani- 
mal life  may  be  exhaulted  in  this 
way.  Thirdly,  that  this  power  is 
in  proportion  to  the  perfection  of 
the  animal,  the  natural  heat  proper 
to  each  fpecics,  and  to  each  age. 
It  may  alfo  perhaps  depend,  in 
fome  degree,  on  other  circum- 
ftances  not  hitherto  obferved  :  for 
from  experiment  II.  and  III.  upon 
dormice,  I  found  that  in  thefe  ani- 
mals, which  are  of  a  conftitution 
to  retain  nearly  the  fame  heat  in 
all  temperatures  of  the  air,  it  re- 
quired the  greatell  cold  I  could 
produce  to  overcome  this  power ; 
while  in  experiment  IV.  and  V. 
this  power  in  the  toad  and  fnail,  , 
whofe  natural  heat  is  not  always 
the  fame,  but  is  altered  very  ma-  ; 
terially  according  to  the  external 
heat  or  cold,  was  exhaufted  in  a 
degree  of  cold  not  exceeding  lo*^ 
or  15°;  and  the  fnail  being  the 
moft  imperfedl  of  the  two,  its 
powers  of  generating  heat  were  by 
much  the  weakeft. 

That  the  imperfeft  animals  will 
allow  of  a  confiderablc  variation  in 
their  temperatureof  heat  and  cold, 
is  proved  by  the  following  experi- 
ments. The  thermomeier  being 
at  45°,  having  introduced  the  ball 
by  the  mouth  into  the  ilomach  of 
a  frog,  which  had  been  expofed  to 
the  fame  cold,  :t  rofe  to  49°.  I 
then  put  the  fiog  into  an  atmo- 
fphere made  warm  by  heated  wa- 
ter, and  allowed  it  to  Hay  there 
twenty  minutes;  when,  upon  in- 
troducing  the  thermometer  into 
the  llomach,  it  raifed  the  quick- 
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filver  to  64°.  But  to  what  degree 
the  more  imperfed  animals  are 
capable  of  being  rendered  hotter 
and  colder,  at  one  time  than  an- 
other, 1  have  not  been  able  to  de- 
termine. The  torpidity  of  thefe 
animals  in  our  winter  is  probably 
owing  to  the  great  change  wrought 
in  their  temperature  by  the  exter- 
nal heat  and  cold.  The  cold  in 
their  bodies  is  carried  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  in  great  meafure  to 
put  a  flop,  while  it  lalh,  to  the 
vital  functions.  In  warmer  cli- 
mates no  fuch  efFedl  is  produced. 
In  this  refpedl  they  refemble  vege- 
tables. 

From  the  foregoing  experiments 
it  appears  ;  firft,  that  plants  when 
in  a  ftate  of  adual  vegetation,  or 
even  in  fuch  a  llatc  as  to  be  capa- 
ble   of   vegetating   under    certain 
circumftances,  mult  be  deprived  of 
their  principle  of  vegetation    be- 
fore they  can  be  frozen.     Second- 
ly, vegetables  have  a  power  within 
thcmfelves  of  producing  or  gene- 
rating   heat;     but    not  always    in 
proportion    to    the   diminution  of 
heat  by  application  of  cold,  fo  as 
to  retain  at  all  times  an   uniform 
degree  of  heat;    for  the  internal 
temperature  of   vegetables  is    fuf- 
ceptible  of   variations  to  a  much 
greater  extent  indeed  than  that  of 
the  more  imperfed  animals;     but 
iHIl  within  certain  limits.     Beyond 
thefe  limits  the  principle  of  vege- 
table, as  of  animal  life,  refills  any 
further  change.    Thirdly,  the  heat 
of  vegetables   varies,  according  to 
the  temperature  of  the  medium  in 
which  they  are,  which  we    difco- 
ver  by  varying  that  temperature, 
and  obferving   the   heat  of  the  ve- 
getable.   Fourthly,  the  expeuce  of 
the  vegetating  powers  in  this  cafe 
is   proportioned    to    ihs    necefiity, 
6 


and  the   whole   vegetable    powers 
may    be    exhaufted    in    this    way. 
Fifthly,  this    power    is    moft  pro- 
bably in  proportion  to  the  perfec- 
tion   of   the    plant,    the    natural 
heat   proper    to  each  fpecies,  and 
the   age    of  each  individual.      It 
may  alfo  perhaps  depend,  in  fome 
degree,  on  other  circum'lances  not 
hitherto  obferved  ;    for  in  experi- 
ment II.  the  old  fhoot  did  not  lofe 
its  powers,  while  that  which  was 
young  or  growing  did  ;  and  in  ex- 
periment  JJI.  and  IV.  we  found, 
that    the  young  growing  ihoot  of 
the   fir    was  with   great    difficulty 
frozen    at  10°,  while    a  bean-leaf 
was  eafily  frozen  at  21°;    and  in 
experiment  V.  the  young  fhoot  of 
the  fir  thawed  the  ice  at  28°,  mucb 
fafter  than  the  leaf  of   the    bean. 
Sixthly,  it  is   probably  by  means 
of  this  principle,  that    vegetables 
are  adapted  to  different  climates. 
Seventhly,  that  fufpenfion  of  the 
functions  of  vegetable  life,  which 
takes  place  during  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  is    probably   owing    to    their 
being  fufceptible  of  fuch  a  great 
variation  of  internal  temperature. 
Eighthly,  the  roots  of  vegetables 
are  capable  of  relilHng  cold  more 
than  the  ftem  or  leaf;    therefore, 
though  the  Hem  be  killed  by  cold, 
the  root  may  be  preferved,  as  daily 
experience  evinces.      The  texture 
of  vegetables   alters  very  much  by 
the    lofs    of  life,  efpecially    thofe 
which  are  watry  and  young  :  from 
being  brittle    and  crifp,  they  be- 
come tough  and  flexible.  The  leaf 
of  a  bean  when  in  full  health    is 
thick  and  mafly,  repels  water  as  if 
gre'afy,  and  will  often  break    be- 
fore it  is  confiderably  bent ;  but  if 
it  is  killed  flowly  by  cold,  it  will 
lofe  all  thefe  properties,  becoming 
then  pliable  and  flaccid  ;  deprived 
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of  its  power  of  repelling  water,  it 
IS  eafily  made  wet,  and  appears 
like  boiled  greens.  If  killed  quick- 
}y,  by  being  frozen  immediately, 
it  will  remain  in  the  Tame  (late  as 
when  alive;  but  upon  thawing, 
will  immediatefy  lofe  all  its  for- 
mer texture.  This  is  fp  remark- 
able, that  it  would  induce  one  to 
believe,  that  it  loft  confiderably  of 
jts  fubftance :  but  from  experi- 
ment VI.  it  is  evident  that  it  does 
not.  The  fame  thing  happens  to 
a  plant  when  killed  by  eleftri- 
city  *.  If  a  growing  juicy  plant 
receives  a  ftroke  of  eledricity  fuf- 
ficient  to  kill  it,  its  leaves  droop, 
and  the  whole  becomes  flexible. 

So  far  animal  and  vegetable  life 
appear  to  be  the  fame  ;  yet  an  ani- 
mal and  a  vegetable  differ  in  one 
very  material  circumftance,  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  take  particular 
notice  of,  in  this  place,  as  it  Ihews 
itfelfwith  remarkable  evidence  in 
thefe  experiments.  An  animal  is 
equally  old  in  all  its  parts,  ex- 
cepting where  new  parts  are  form- 
ed in  confequence  of  difeafes;  and 
we  find,  that  thefe  new  or  young 
parts  in  animals,  like  the  young 
ihoots  of  vegetables,  are  not  able 
to  fupport  life  equally  wi^h  the 
old;  but  every  plant  has  in  it  a 
feries  of  ages.  According  to  its 
years,  it  has  parts  of  all  the  fuc- 
ceffive  ages  from  its  iirft  forma- 
tion ;  each  part  having  powers 
equal  to  its  age,  and  each  part,  in 
this  refpeft,  being  fimilar  to  ani- 
mals of  fo  many  different  ages. 
Youth  in  all  cafes  is  a  ftate  of  im- 
perfedlion  ;  for  we  find  that  few 
animals  that  come  into  the  world 


in  winter  live,  unlefs  they  are  par- 
ticularly taken  care  of;  and  wc 
may  obferve  the  fame  of  vegeta- 
bles. I  found  that  a  young  plant 
was  more  eafily  killed  than  an  old 
one;  as  alfo  the  youngeiVpart  of 
the  fame  plant. 

This  power  of  generating  heat 
feems  to  be  peculiar  to  animals 
and  vegetables  while  alive.  It  is 
in  both  a  power  only  of  oppofition 
and  refinance ;  for  it  is  not  found 
to  exert  itfelf  fpontaneoully  and 
unprovoked  ;  but  muit  always  be 
excited  by  the  energy  of  fome  ex- 
ternal frigorific  agent.  In  ani- 
mals it  does  not  depend  on  the 
motion  of  the  blood,  as  fome  have 
fuppofed,  becaufe  it  belongs  to 
animals  who  have  no  circulaiion  ; 
befides,  the  nofe  of  a  dog,  which 
is  nearly  always  of  the  fame  heat 
in  all  temperatures  of  the  air,  is 
well  fupplicd  with  blood  :  nor  can 
it  be  faid  to  depend  upon  the  ner- 
vous fyflem,  for  it  is  found  in  ani-  ,41 
mals  that  have  neither  brain  or  «| 
nerves.  It  is  then  moft  probable, 
that  it  depends  on  fome  other  prin- 
ciple peculiar  to  both,  and  which 
is  one  of  the  properties  of  life  ; 
which  can,  and  does,  adt  inde- 
pendently of  circulation,  fcnfa- 
tion,  and  volition  ;  viz.  that  power  ^j 
which  preferves  and  regulates  the  - 
internal  machine,  and  which  ap- 
pears to  be  common  to  animals 
and  vegetables.  This  principle  is 
in  the  moft  perfed  ftate  when  the 
body  is  in  health,  and  in  many 
deviations  from  that  ftate,  we  find 
that  its  adion  is  extremely  uncer- 
tain and  irregular;  fbmetimes  rifing 
higher  than    the  ftandard,  and  ac 


*  To  kill  a  whole  plant  by  ele6lricity,  it  is  necefl*ary  to  apply  the  condu6lor, 
er  give  a  fhock  to  every  projefting  part  j  for  a«y  part  that  is  out  of  the  line  of 
^ircdion  will  ftiil  retain  life* 

oth§r 
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Other  times  falling  much  below  it. 
Inftances  of  this  we  have  in  dliFer- 
ent  difeafes,  and  even  in  the  fame 
difeafe,  in  very  fhort  intervals  of 
time.  A  very  remarkable  one  fell 
under  my  own  obfervatio;i,  in  a 
gentleman  who  was  taken  with  an 
apopleclic  fit ;  while  he  lay  ,iufen- 
fible  in  bed,  and  covered  with 
blankets,  I.  found  that  his  whole 
body  would,  in  an  inllanc,  become 
extremely  cold  in  every  part  j  con- 
tinue fo  for  fqme  time  j  and,  in. as 
fhort  a  time,  he  would  becpme  e;<- 
tremely  hot.  While  this  was  go- 
ing, on  for  ieveral  hpups  alter- 
nately, there  was  no  fenfible  altera- 
tioii  in  his  p&lfe*^ 


Tiuo  Cafe!  of^eat  Fatne/s  and  Som- 
nolency, treated  h  Dn^Fothergill ; 
in  one'()f*ivhich  the  Ptttient-hafpily 
reciruered  by  fe  •  fevering  in  the  Re- 
gimen prefcribed  by  that  Gt^nttertani 
njohik  the  Patient,  in  the  others 
unfortunately  perijhed  by  negU^ing 
it  for  the  Advice  of  Friends.  From 
an  Article,  by  the  Doctor  himfelf, 
in  MeTlical  Obfervations  and  In- 
quiries, by  a  Society  of  Pbyficians 
in  London. 

A  Country  tradefman,  aged 
about  thirty,  of  a  Ihort  ita- 
ture,  and  naturally  of  a  freih  fan. 
guine  complexion,  and  very  fat, 
applied  to  me  for  afliftance.  He 
complained  of  perpetual  drowzinefs 
and  inadlivity.  His  countenance 
was  almoft  livid  ;  and  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  fbmnolcncy  attended  him, 
that  he  could  fcarce  keep  awake 
whilft  he  defcribed  his  fituation. 
In  other  refpedls  he  was  well, 

I  advifed  him  immediately  to 
quit  all  animal  food,  to  live  folely 
on  vegetables,  and  every  thing  pre- 


pared from  them,  allowed  him  a 
glafs  of  wine  or  a  little  beer  occa- 
rionally,.but  chiefly  to  confine  hiih- 
felf  to  water.  He  purfued  the  plan, 
v^ry  fcrupulpufly,  loft  his 'redun- 
dant far,  grew  adlive  as  ufual  in 
about  fix.  months.  I  recommended 
a  perfeverarice  for  a  few  months 
longer  ;  t^ep,  to  allow  him felf  light 
an: m-1  food  once  or  twice  a  week, 
and  gradually,  to  fall  into  his  ufual 
way  of  living.  He  grew, well, Tiia'ct 
continued  fo.  '" 


A  young  unmarried  woman, 
about  t\yenty- three  years  of  age, 
of  a  low  ftature,  and  very  fat,  ap- 
plied to  pj?  for'afliftance  in  a  great 
difficulty  of  breathing,  fomnolency, 
and  incapacity  for  any  pxercife.  It 
was  aliaxdlhip  to  her  to  be  obliged 
to  go  up  Hairs,  and  at  laft  to  crofi 
the  floor  of  her  .apartment. 

It  feemed  to  me  that  mere'  6be- 
fity  was  her  principal  malady  ^ 
indeed  fhe  had  no  other  complaint 
but  fuch  as  apparently  might  be 
accounted  for  from  this  fuppofition. 
She  was  ordered  to  purfue  a  vege- 
table diet,  and  in  the  fummer  to 
drink  the  waters  at  Scarborough. 
She  conformed  to  thefe  directions, 
became  more  agile,  lefs  fleepy, 
lefs  averfe  to  exercife.  She-walked 
up  the  fteps  at  Scarborough  frorai 
the  fpaw,  a  tafk  of  no  little  diffi- 
culty to  people  much  lefs  encum- 
bered. I  urged  a  continuance  of 
the  fame  diet:  (lie  was  difl"uadsd 
from  it  by  her  friends,  and  died  of 
fat  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of 
her  age.  She  left  permlffion  with 
her  filler,  to  be  opened,  if  it  was 
defired  :  the  cafe  was  too  Angular 
to  be  negldded  :  all  the  vifcera 
were  perteflly  found,  but  larded 
with  fat  beyond  apprehenfion.  In 
dividing  the  external   teguments, 

we 
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we   cut  through  2|  inches  of  fat. 
She  died  fuddenly. 

Some  inftances  of  a  fimilar  na- 
ture, in  which  a  vegetable  diet 
has  fafely  contributed  to  reduce  im- 
moderate corpulency,  induces  me 
to  think  that  a  prudent  trial  in  the 
cafe  I  am  treating  of  (an  Angina 
FeSoris)  would  be  advifable.  Per- 
haps a  reafonable  ufe  of  wine,not  a 
generous  one,  (hould  be  here  allow- 
ed," left  the  ftrength  fhould  be  di- 
miniflied  too  much  in  proportion  ; 
and  if  the  power  of  abforption 
ihojld  by  this  means  fail,  we  may 
probably  lofe  more  ground,  by  the 
increafe  of  the  fere/a  collwvies  in  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax,  than  what  we 
gain  by  fubtra6ling  the  fat. 

All  the  means  of  increafing  the 
thinner  fecretions  are  evidently 
pointed  out  as  neceffary,  from  this 
difiedlion  ;  and  if  to  thefe  we  join 
fmall  dofes  of  chalybeates,  or  other 
medicines,  and  an  abilinence  from 
animal  food,  fo  far  as  the  patient's 
health,  fituation,  and  manner  of 
life  will  admit  of  it,  we  are  per- 
haps rehdering  all  the  reafonable 
afliftance  we  can,  till  future  difco- 
veries  make  us  better  acquainted 
with  the  real  caufes  of  this  lingular 
diilemper. 


Some  Account  of  a  'very  remarkable 
Medical  Cafe^  in  <vjhich  all  the 
Bones,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
thighs  and  LegSt  laji  their  Solidity^ 
by  Mr.  Henry  Thorn  Ton,  Sur- 
geon  to  the  London  -  Hofpital. 
From  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries  hy  a  Society  ofphyjicians 
in  London. 

TAMES    Stevenfon,    a     Ihoe- 
maker     in     Wapping,     aged 
thirty-three,  five  feet  fcven  inches 


high,  enjoyed  a  good  Hate  of 
health  till  about  tfc^e  year  1766, 
when  he  was  feized  with  violent 
pains  in  his  knees  and  feet,  and 
was  tormented  with  a  head-ach, 
which  came  en  at  irregular  pe- 
riods ;  thefe  pains  he  fuppofed  to 
be  rheumatic,  and  had  recourfe  to 
a  variety  of  medicines,  and  to  em- 
pirical aid,  without  finding  any  al- 
leviation whatever  of  his  com- 
plaints. In  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber of  the  fame  year,  he  injured 
his  left  Ihoulder  by  a  fall,  which 
occafioned  him  confiderable  pain  ; 
and  he  was  unable  to  move  it  for 
feveral  months  afterwards. 

In  November  1768,  he  flipped 
down  in  his  fliop,  and  fancied  he 
had  fprained  his  right  thigh  ;  this 
injury  confined  him  to  his  bed 
about  a  week ;  and  he  was  after- 
wards unable  to  walk  without  the 
fupport  of  a  perfon's  arm  and  a 
cruich-lHck.  On  the  twenty-firft 
of  December  following,  as  he  was 
endeavouring  to  go  up  Hairs  to 
bed,  fupported  by  his  wife,  he 
Hruck  the  toe  of  his  right  foot 
upon  the  edge  of  the  Hep,  and 
inlUntly  cried  out  that  his  thigk 
was  broke.  He  was  put  to  bed, 
and  an  apothecary  being  fent  for 
the  next  morning,  who,  paying 
little  attention  to  the  injured 
thigh,  attributed  the  great  pain  he 
fuffered  to  an  increafe  of  his  rheu- 
matic complaints,  and  gave  him 
medicines  accordingly.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  he  continued  upwards  of  a 
fortnight,  when  Dr.  Dickfon,  phy- 
fician  to  the  London  Hofpital,  was 
called  in.  Upon  his  viewing  the 
thigh  fo  much  complained  of,  he 
found  it  crooked  and  much  fhorter 
than  the  other,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  a  furgeon  to  be  fent  for. 

I  faw  him   the  following   day, 

and 
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and  on  examination,  found  a  frac- 
ture of  the  thigh-bone  near  its  up- 
per extremity.  I  effefted  the  re- 
dudlion  as  well  as  I  could,  by 
means  of  very  little  extenfion,  and 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  ends 
of  the  bone  were  in  due  contaft, 
by  the  limb  being  of  an  equal 
length  with  the  other.  It  was  fe- 
cured  in  this  pofition  with  the 
ufual  apparatus ;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  his  pain  would  now 
ceafe:  the  event  however  proved 
different ;  his  pains  continued, 
though  not  fo  violent.  This  cir- 
cumltance  obliged  me  frequently 
to  unbind  the  fplints,  and  to  re- 
accommodatc  the  bandage,  judg- 
ing that  either  the  puckering  of 
the  bandage,  or  tightnefs  of  the 
fplints,  might  occafion  m  iome 
meafure  the  unci-finefs  which  he 
felt.  About  the  end  of  five  weeks 
from  the  time  I  had  replaced  the 
thigh-bone,  defirous  of  knowing 
how  far  the  union  was  completed, 
I  undid  the  wh;  le  apparatus,  and 
requelled  his  wife  to  lift  up  the 
leg,  by  placing  one  hand  under 
the  ham,  and  the  other  to  embrace 
the  leg  above  the  ancle,  whilft  I 
examined  the  degree  of  firmnefs 
where  the  frafture  had  been.  In 
doing  this,  I  was  furprized  to  find 
the  thigh-bone  yield  and  fall  in, 
about  a  hand's-breadth  above  the 
knee,  fimilar  to  that  of  a  frafture, 
excepting  that  in  this  cafe,  there 
was  no  fenfacion  of  grating,  as  is 
ufual,  where  the  broken  bone  is  of 
a  folid  texture.  Upon  turning  my 
head  about  to  give  his  wife  direc- 
tions to  lower  the  leg  upon  the 
pillow,  I  became  more  aftonifhed, 
lor  I  found  the  leg  almofl  doubled 
in  her  hands ;  a  fimilar  feparaiion 
of  the  /;^;<j  and  Jii>uia  (the  two 
^ones  of  the  leg)  had  taken  place 


about  a  hand*s  breadth  below  the 
tuberofity,  as  has  been  juft  before 
noticed,  in  the  os/emoris  (the  thigh, 
bone.)  Both  thefe  feparations  were 
unaccompanied  with  any  remark- 
able figns  of  additional  pain  to 
the  patient. 

This  deplorable  fituation  of  the 
patient  urged  me  to  a  particular 
inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  fo  un- 
common a  calamity.  I  could 
however  learn  nothing  fatisfadlory, 
further  than  concerning  the  rheu- 
matic complaints  before  mention- 
ed, which  gave  me  fome  fufpicioa 
that  a  venereal  virus  might  poifi- 
bly  have  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  fufferings  he  had  undergone. 
I  queftioned  him  upon  this  head  ; 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  had 
a  venereal  complaint  between  two 
and  three  years  before  he  married  ; 
that  he  never  thought  himfelf  cured 
of  it,  though  he  had  then  been 
married  about  fix  years ;  that  he 
had  fcorbutic  blotches  upon  him 
for  fome  years,  and  declared  he 
had  then  a  gleet. 

Upon  viewing  the  eruption,  I 
was  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  was  venereal ;  I  therefore 
refolved  that  he  fhould  begin  a 
mercurial  courfe,  and  accordingly 
direfted  a  drachm  of  the  ftrong 
mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed  ia 
every  night,  under  the  ham  of  the 
found  limb. 

Previous  to  my  dreffing  up  the 
miferable  leg  and  thigh,  I  examin- 
ed the  feparation  (for  I  could  not 
call  it  fradure)  which  had  been 
produced  in  the //^/«(rhegreat  bone 
of  the  leg.)  The  fkin  being  verJF 
thin,  from  the  emaciated  condition 
of  the  patient,  I  could  perceive  by 
the  finger  a  regular  tranfverfe  cleft 
in  the  tilfia  ;  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  ecchymofis  (livid  fpots  op 
blotches 


^6         ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


blotches  in  the  fkin)  nor  tumefac- 
tion, nor  did  any  appear  afterwards  ; 
upon  tracing  the  furface  of  the  //- 
Bta  v/ich  my  lingers,  below  the 
£fiure,  I  found  a  remarkable  foft- 
refs  and  yielding  of  the  bone  down 
to  its  lower  extremity,  fimilar  to 
a  fluid  being  contained  therein. 
So  extraordinary  a  circumllance 
excited  my  curiofity,  and  I  deter- 
mined to  explore  the  nature  of  fo 
uncommon  a  feel,  by  laying  it 
open.  The  following  day  I  made 
an  incifion,  about  five  inches  in 
length,  with  a  fcalpel,  through 
the  flcin,  along  the  fpine  of  the  ti- 
hiuj  and  turning  the  knife  about  an 
inch  acrofs  upon  the  furface  of  the 
bone,  1  made  a  fecond  incifion  pa^ 
rallel  with  the  iirft,  and  then  re- 
moved this  incifed  portion  clear 
from  l\\Q  peri  oft  eum  (the  ikin  cover- 
ing the  bone),  which  was  remark- 
ably thin.  Finding  upon  examin- 
ation by  my  fingers,  that  the  ex- 
ternal part  of  the  bone  was  ex- 
tremely pliant  and  yielding,  I 
paired  my  knife  through  it,  and  re- 
moved all  that  had  been  denuded 
with  the  greatell  eafe,  its  texture 
being  only  about  tJie  folidity  and 
thicknefs  of  the  rind  of  cheefe. 

This  being  done,  I  found  a  dufky 
red,  or  liverrcoloured  flelh,  occu- 
pying the  whole  internal  part  of 
the  bone,  devoid  q^  fenfibility,  and 
from  which  the  ofTeous  covering 
had  been  removed,  without  the 
leaft  haemorrhage :  in  fhort,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  an  unorganized  mafs, 
iimilar  to  the  flelh-like  fubftance  or 
coagulum  which  may  be  formed 
upon  a  ilick  or  feather,  by  ftirring 
frefh  drawn  blood  in  a  bafon. 

The  mercurial  un6lion  was  con- 
tinued every  night  for  the  fpace  of 
a  fortnight  •  the  ptyalifm  gradually 
advanced,  and  he  fpac  about  a  pint 


in  the  twenty-four  hours,  when  it 
arrived  to  its  height.  The  wound 
of  the  leg  fuppuratcd  in  the  moft 
kindly  manner,  and  healed  in  a 
fhort  time.  The  fpitting  alleviated 
-the  pains  in  his  limbs,  the  erup- 
tion upon  the  fkin  gradually  dif- 
appeared,  and  upon  the  whole,  his 
health  feemed  much  amended. 

The  right  leg  and  thigh  began 
to  fhorten,  and  acquired  foon  a 
confiderable  degree  of  deformity. 
The  bandage  and  fplints  wer^  dif- 
continued,  as  being  no  longer  fer- 
viceable ;  and  finding  the  left  ti- 
bia become  foftened  in  the  manner 
which  had  been  obferved  in  that 
of  the  right,  1  lamented  his  fate, 
as  judging  him  paft  all  hope  of  re- 
lief. However,  his  cafe  being 
made  known  to  the  Medical  So- 
ciety, who  from  time  to  time  aflirt- 
ed  him  with  money,  feveral  of  its 
members  vifited  and  direded  the 
ufe  of  various  things.  He  drank 
wort  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
likewife  the  antifcorbutic  juices, 
and  for  a  great  while  took  a  decoc- 
tion of  the  bark  with  elixir  of  vi- 
triol, by  the  order  of  Dr.  Dickfon, 
who  frequently  faw  him;  but  no- 
thing which  was  tried  having  any 
elFed  in  checking  the  progrefs  of 
this  deplorable  difeafe,  the  poor 
man  grew  tired  of  medicines,  and 
calmly  expeded  his  difTolution. 

From  the  time  of  my  firft  at- 
tendance upon  him,  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  he  was  never  able  to  be 
removed  out  of  his  bed  ;  he  lay 
upon  his  back,  nor  could  he  ever 
bear  to  be  turned  upon  his  fide. 

The  left  leg  and  thigh  loll  its 
flraitnefs,  and  became  deformed  in 
like  manner  with  the  right;  and 
in  proportion  as  the  contra<rtion 
and  deformity  took  place,  he  gra- 
dually loft  all  fenfe  of  mufcular 
a^^tion  i 
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atflion;  but  when  it  became  necef- 
fary  to  fmooth  the  (beet  under  him, 
he  was  very  fenfible  of  pain,  upon 
lifting  up  and  laying  down  the 
limbs. 

His  appetite  remained  good  the 
whole  time  of  his  confinement, 
till  within  three  weeks  of  his 
death ;  he  was  fometimes  coftive, 
and  had  riecourfe  to  a  laxative  elec- 
tuary at  thefe  times :  his  urine  for 
the  firll  two  years  generally  depo- 
iited  a  whiiifli  fediment,  which 
upon  evaporation  became  like  mor- 
tar; and  he  voided  three  or  four 
fmall  jagged  Hones  fome  time  after 
a  complaint  in  his  loins. 

He  was  at  laft  feized  with  a 
lientery,  which  put  an  end  to  a 
xniferable  exiftence,  on  the  i8th  of 
February  1775,  after  a  confinement 
to  his  bed  of  above  fix  years. 

Dr.  Hunter  did  me  the  favour 
of  aflijting.  in  the  examination  of 
the  body.  Upon  opening  the  tho- 
rax (cheft),  we  found  the  ribs  and 
Jlernum  (the  breaft-bone)  had  loll 
all  their  folidity,  being  e^fily  cut 
through  with  a  common  fcalpel ; 
the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were  un- 
altered ;  the  contents  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomtn  (belly)  appeared  in  a 
healthy  fiate,  and  were  no  other- 
wife  affedled  than  by  fituation,  ow- 
ing to  the  deformity  of  what  origi- 
nally formed  the  bony  fupports 
of  the  thorax t  the /pine,  and  pelvis 
(hips. )  The  gall-bladder  however 
was  deftitute  of  bile,  greatly  con- 
traded,  and  contained  a  confider- 
able  number  of  very  fmall,  black, 
jagged  Hones,  refembling  coal  duft. 
We  next  proceeded  to  examine  the 
flate  of  every  bone  in  the  body  ; 
the  refult  was,  that  we  could  eafily 
pafs  the  knife  through  thofe  of  the 


cranium  {(kuW),  ^ernumt  ribs,  ver* 
tebrce  (joints  of  the    back-bone), 
pel'visy  and  all  the  cylindrical  bones 
which  formed  the  extremities;  and 
the  phalanges  of  the  fingers  were 
even  fo  much    altered,  that   they 
were  capable  of  being  flit  through 
longitudinally.      All  thefe  origi- 
nally   bony   parts   confifted  of  a 
mere    cortical   or  outfide   ofleous 
covering,  of  the  thicknefs  of  rind 
of  cheefe,  and'  of  an  infide  flefh- 
coloured  mafs.     The  cartilaginous 
coverings  of  the   epiphy/es  of  the 
bones  of  the  extremities  appeared 
to  have   loft   much  of  their  ori- 
ginal thicknefs :    in    many   parts 
of  the  epiphy/es  it  appeared   as  if 
this  cartilaginous  covering  was  ia 
a  manner   annihilated,    whilft   ia 
other  parts  it  appeared  prominent 
and  full  of  bumps.     The  epiphy/es 
were    equally     compreflible    and 
fpringy  to  the  touch  as  the  dia^ 
phy/es  of    the   fame   bones ;    and 
though  there  was  an  apparent  di- 
minution of  cartilaginous  covering, 
yet  it  by  no  means  appeared  to  be 
abraded,  fince  what  remained  pre- 
ferved  its  pearly  colour  and  fmooth. 
polilh  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
though  the  joints  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, in  particular,  had  been 
deftitute  of  motion  above  fix  years, 
\\it /inonjia  was  perfectly  good,  and 
in  great  quancity. 

1  have  only  to  add,  that  the 
mufcular  parts  in  general,  but  more 
particularly  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, were  exceedingly  pale,  hav- 
ing loft  the  appearance  of  flelh  ; 
and  it  would  fcarcely  have  beea 
poflible  to  have  traced  them  by 
difleftion,  from  their  contortioa 
and  adhefion  to  each  other. 
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Some  Accaunt  of  a  ne^w  Species  of 

ed    by 


Mortification  lately  ohfervec 
Percival  Pott,  %.  F.  R.  S.  and 
Surgeon  to  St,  Bartholomew's 
Hofpital ;  afid  the  happy  Difco- 
'very  of  the  extraordinary  Efficacy 
ef  Opium  in  the  Cure  of  it,  made 
hy  the  faid  Gentleman  t  after  the 
Bark  had  failed.  From  a  nenu 
Work  of  his  lately  piihlijhedi  en- 
titled, Chirurgical  Obfervations 
relative  to  the  Cataraft,  Rup- 
tures, Moi  tifications  of  the  Toes 
and  Feet,  &:c. 

MR.  Pott  defcribes  the  above 
diforder,  as  **  making  its 
firft  appearance  on  the  infide,  or  at 
the  extremity  of  one  of  the  fmaller 
toes,  by  a  fmall  black  or  bluifh 
fpot :  from  this  fpot  the  cuticle  is 
always  found  to  be  detached,  and 
the  &in  under  it  to  be  of  a  dark 
red  colour. — Its  progrefs  in  fome 
IS  flow ;  in  others  rapid,  and  hor- 
ridly painful :  it  generally  begins 
on  the  infide  of  each  fmall  toe,  be- 
fore it  is  vifible  either  on  its  under 
or  upper  part;  and  when  it  makes 
Its  attack  on  the  foot,  the  upper 
part  of  it  firft  fhews  its  didempered 
flate  by  tumefadion,  change  of 
colour,  and  fometimes  by  vefica- 
tion ;  but  wherever  it  is,  one  of 
the  firft  marks  of  it^is  a  feparation 
or  detachment  of  the  cuticle. 

**  The  common  method  of  treat- 
ing  this  diftemper  is,  by  fpirituous 
fomentations,  cataplafms  adualJy 
and  potentially  warm,  by  dreffings 
of  the  digeiiive  kind,  as  they  are 
called,  animated  with  warm  pun- 
gent oils  and  balfatr.s,  &c.  and  in- 
ternally by  the  Peruvian  bark." 

This  method,  Mr.  Pott  fays^  he 
has  feldori)  or  never  known  to  fuc- 
ceed.  He  has  tried  th^  bark,  he 
fays,  as  fully  and  fairly,  and   as 


varioufly  as  any  man  has  or  can  5 
but  in  the  fpecies  of  mortification 
above  defcribed,  he  cannot  aicribe 
to  it  a  meiit  which  it  does  not  de- 
ferve. 

He  proceeds,  after  defcribing 
the  various  ways  in  which  he  has 
ufed  the  bark,  to  relate  the  cafe 
which  led  to  the  difcovery  of  the 
virtues  of  opium  in  the  following 
words : 

<*  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  patient 
labo'uring  under  this  complaint, 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
take  the  bark  in  any  form  what- 
ever. I  made  ufe  of  every  argu- 
ment, but  to  no  purpofe :  fomen- 
tation, poultice,  and  the  ufual  dref- 
fings  were  applied  in  the  ufuaj 
manner ;  the  difeafe  advanced 
fome  days  more,  fome  days  \ti's, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the 
fmall  toes  were  all  completely  mor- 
tified, the  great  one  became 
blackifh,  the  foot  much  fwoUen, 
altered  in  colour,  and  the  difeafe 
feeming  to  advance  with  fuch  hafty 
firides,  that  I  fuppofed  a  very  few 
days  would  determine  the  event. 
The  pain  in  the  foot  and  ancle  was 
fo  great,  and  fo  continual,  as  .to- 
tally to  deprive  the  patient  of 
fleep.  On  this  account,  and  merely 
to  procure  fome  remiffion,  I  gave 
two  grains  of  opium  at  night, 
which  not  having  the  defired  ef- 
feft,  I  repeated  it  in  the  morning. 
Finding,  during  the  following  day, 
fome  advantage,  I  repeated  the 
fame  dofe  night  and  morning,  for 
three  days ;  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  patient.became  quite  eafy, 
and  the  appearances  on  the  foot 
and  ancle  were  vifibly  more  fa- 
vourable. Encouraged  by  this,  I 
increafed  the  quantity  of  the  me- 
dicine, giving  one  grain  every 
three  or  four  hours,  taking  care  to 
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KvatcH  Its  n?rcotic  efFeft,  and  to 
keep  the  belly  empty  by  glyfters. 
In  nine  days  from  the  firll  admini- 
ilratic  n  of  the  opium,  all  the  tume- 
faAion  of  the  foot  and  ancle  totally 
fubfided,  the  Ikin  recovered  its  na- 
tural colour,  and  all  the  mortified 
parts  plainly  began  to  feparate ;  in 
another  week  they  were  all  loofe 
and  calling  off,  the  matter  was 
good,  and  the  incarnation  florid. 

**  During  the  whole  of  this 
time,  I  continued  the  ufe  of  the 
opium,  varying  its  quantity,  as 
circumftances  required,  but  never 
gave  lefs  than  three  or  four  grains 
ia  twenty-four  hours. 

**  When  the  floughs  were  all 
cad  off,  the  bones  feparated,  and 
I  had  only  a  clean  fore  to  drefs 
and  heal,  I  gradually  left  off  the 
medicine. 

**  I  am  very  willing  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  however  well  pleafed  I 
might  be  with  the  event  of  this 
cafe,  yet  I  really  regarded  it  as  ac- 
cidental ;  fo  much  fo,  that  having 
very  foon  after  another  opportu- 
nity, I  did  not  care  to  truft  to 
opium  alone,  but  joined  the  bark 
with  it.  The  event  was  equally 
fortunate.  But  although  I  had 
joined  the  cortex  with  the  extrac- 
tum  thebaicum,  and  did  therefore 
attribute  the  fuccefs  to  their  united 
powers,  yet  the  efFeft  was  fo  very 
unlike  to  what  I  had  everfeen  from 
the  bark  without  opium,  that  I 
could  not  avoid  ferioufly  and  often 
refleding  on  it,  and  determining 
to  ufe  it  by  itfelf,  whenever  ano- 
ther opportunity  ihould  offer.  I 
did  fo,  and  fucceeded  in  the  fame 
happy  manner,  though  under  the 
very  difagreeable  circumftances  of 
feventy  years  of  age,  a  broken  di- 
ilempered  conftitution,  and  the  dif- 
cafe  making  a  haHy  progrefs. 


Jn  Account  offomc  Experiments  tried 
on  the  Urine  of  a  Man  about 
thirty  three  i  la  touring  under  a 
confirmed  Diabetes,  'with  the  'very  ^ 
extraordinary  Refult  thereof y  by 
Matthew  Dobfon,  E/q  M.  D, 
of  Liverpool.  From  Medical 
Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  by 
a  Society  of  Phyjicians  in  Lon- 
don. 


Experiment    I. 

SO  M  E  of  this  patient's  urine, 
which  was  quite  tranfparent, 
and  of  a  very  pale  ftraw  colour* 
Aveet,*and  not  the  leaft  urinous  to 
the  tafte,  was  fet  by  in  an  open 
ve/Tel  to  obferve  its  fpontaneous 
changes.  This  was  in  the  montli 
of  November,  when  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer  ftood  about  52  during 
the  warmeil  part  of  the  day. 

In  24  hours  a  feparation  begaii 
to  take  place  :  fome  woolly  clouds 
appeared,  which  gradually  fubfid- 
ing,  covered  the  bottom  of  the 
velTel  with  a  loofe  white  precipi- 
tate. At  the  fame  time  air-bub- 
bles were  detached,  which  carried 
fmall  portions  of  the  woolly  ciouds 
to  the  furface,  where  they  remained 
fufpended.  This  inteftine  motion 
continued  for  feveral  days,  and 
produced  a  thin  head  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  urine,  much  refembling 
that  which  is  formed  on  the  fur- 
face  of  fermenting  liquors.  On 
(baking  the  veffel,  the  inteftine 
motion  was  increafed,  and  a  vinous 
fmell  was  eafily  diftinguiihed.  Scon 
after  this,  the  fluid  became  fourifti  j 
and  the  refolution  going  en,  the 
next  change  was  to  the  keen  fmell 
of  vinegar.  The  further  and  laft 
change  was  to  the  putrid  and  of- 
fenfive. 

H  2  ExpE- 
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Experiment    11. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  taken 
from  ihe  arm  of  this  patient,  ex- 
hibited, after  (landing  a  proper 
time,  the  following  appearances. 
The  crajfamenium  had  a  flight  buff, 
a  due  degree  of  iirmnefs,  and  was 
in  the  ufual  proportion  to  iht/erum, 
T'ciQ  /erum  was  opaque,  and  much 
refembled  common  cheefe  whey  ; 
it  was  fweetifh,  but  I  thought  not 
fo  fweet  as  the  urine. 

Experiment    IIL 

The  urine  of  this  patient,  cx- 
pofed  to  a  boiling  heat,  fuiFered 
no  degree  of  coagulation. 

Experiment    IV. 

Neither  was  it   coagulated,   on 
'  being    mixed    with   the    mineral 
acids. 

Experiment    V. 

Two  quarts  of  this  urine  were, 
by  a  gentle    heat,   evaporated    to 
dryne^,   under   the  infpefticn    of 
Mr.  Poole,  apothecary  to  the  hof- 
pital,    and    Mr.   Walthal,  one    of 
the  houfe  apprentices.     There  re- 
mained, after   the  evaporation,   a 
white  cake  which  weighed  Jiv.  ^ij^ 
and  ^ij.     This  cake  was  granu- 
lated, and  broke  eafily  between  the 
lingers;    it    fmelled     f\yeet    like 
brown  fugar,  neither  could  it,  by 
the  tafte,  be  dillingiiifbed  from  fu- 
g^Tr,  except  that  the  fweetnefs  left 
a   flight  fenfe  of  coolnefs  on    the 
palate.      It    had    no  faltnefs,  nor 
was  there  any  eifervefcence,  on  the 
addition  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vi- 
triol :    but  en   the  addition    of  a 
more  concentrated  vitriolic    acid, 
an  efFervefcence  enfued,  and  fome 
fumes  arofe  which  had  the  pungent 
fmell  of  the  marine  acid. 


Experiment    VL 

The  fame  experiment  was  re- 
peated after  the  patient  was  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  pafs  only  14  pints 
of  urine  in  the  24  hours,  to  have 
a  moift  and  foft  fkin,  and  to  have 
gained  flefli  and  ftrength.  There 
was  now  a  ftrong  urinous  fmell 
during  the  evaporation,  and  the 
refiduum  could  not  be  procured  in 
a  folid  form,  but  was  blackifh, 
and  much  refembled  very  thick 
treacle. 


Singular  InJIances,  amongft  many 
others  nuhtch  might  he  brought 
from  the  fame  fVork,  of  a  reviojed, 
or.  ne'wly  dfco'vered  Property  in 
Carrots y  grated  and  reduced  <with 
Water  into  the  Form  of  a  Poultice, 
asfrjf  recommended  hy  Mr,  Soult- 
zer,  to  fubdue^  'very  fpeedily,  the 
intolerable  Stench,  and  abate  the 
great  Pain,  attending  cancerous 
Ulcers  ;  and  of  Wort^  or  the  In^ 
fufion  of  Ma/tt  by  correcting  the 
Habit,  ejfeSiually  to  cure,  in  ^ime, 
the  faid  naufeous  and  defperate 
Complaints  ;  by  Mr.  Henry  Gib- 
fon,  Surgeon  at  Nevvcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  From  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Inquiries,  k3c. 


A 


N  N  Sandham,  a  woman 
about  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  In- 
firmary, the  19th  of  January  176^. 
b'he  had  been  affiifted,  during  two 
or  three  years,  with  a  large  pha- 
gasdenic  ulcer  on  the  foot,  extend- 
ing over  the  whole  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  metatarfus,  and  about 
two-thirds  of  the  tarfus  j  the  t^^t^ 
of  the  ulcer  hard  and  inflamed  ; 
the  whole  foot  fwelled,  and  the 
inflammation  o£  the  integuments 
reaching 
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reaching  halfway  up  the  leg ;  the 
fore  very  foul,  wirh  a  gangrenous 
afpeft,  attended  with  fuch  a  foetid 
fmell  as  is  not  to  be  exprefTed. 

This  miferable  creature,  weary 
of  her  life,  came  with  an  intention 
to  have  her  limb  taken  off.  She 
had  been  ray  patient  five  years  be- 
fore, for  a  mortification  of  all  the 
toes  of  the  fame  foot,  which,  with 
much  difficulty,  after  their  feparat- 
ing,  had  been  healed  ;  fo  that, 
having  fome  reafon  to  fufped,  that 
the  toes  had  formerly  fphacelated 
from  an  offification  of  the  arteries, 
my  brethren  of  the  Infirmary,  as 
well  as  myfelf,  on  confultation, 
were  averfe  to  amputation,  though 
much  folicited  to  it  by  the  mifer- 
able creature  herfelf;  her  blood 
alfo  appeared  to  be  in  a  putrid 
diiToIved  ftate ;  her  breath  very 
foetid,  and  her  whole  look  cada- 
verous. Having  experienced  in  a 
late  cafe,  the  excellency  of  the 
carrot  poultice,  in  removing  the 
naufeous  fmell  of  an  ulcerated  can- 
cer, I  ordered  it  to  be  applied 
here,  with  an  intention  principally 
to  get  the  better  of  that  difagreeabie 
fymptom,  which,  in  this  cafe,  was 
to  the  greatell  degree  that  the  reil 
of  the  furgeons  or  myfelf  had  ever 
known  ;  and  as  fhe  had  formerly, 
while  her  toes  were  fphacelated, 
taken  vaft  quantities  of  the  cortex 
and  wine,  yet  had  mended  very 
flowly,  (he  was  ordered  to  drink 
at  pleafure,  from  a  quart  to  three 
pints,  of  the  infufion  of  malt, 
(according  to  Dr.  Macbride)  daily ; 
and  that  the  bad  fmell  might  not 
be  injurious  to  any  of  the  other 
patients,  (he  was  ordered  into  the 
lazaretto.  The  very  next  day,  the 
poultice  had  entirely  fuppre(red  the 
fiench  ;  and  morever  had  fubfti- 
tttced  its  own  fwjsec  fmell  3    the 


pain  was  confiderably  a(ruaged  ; 
the  inflammation  and  fwelling  di- 
minilhed ;  flic  was  able  to  move 
her  ancle,  and  moll  thankfully  ex- 
preiTed,  that  (he  had  had  a  better 
night  than  for  a  year  and  a  half 
before !  In  (hort,  from  this  time, 
the  ichorous  difcharge  changed  for 
the  better  every  day  in  colour,  con- 
fidence, and  quantity,  and  in  lit- 
tle more  than  a  week  became  very 
laudable;  the  hard  inflamed  lips 
foftened  ;  the  furface  of  the  ulcer 
put  on  a  healing  appearance;  the 
patient's  conftitution  manifeftly 
mended,  and  (he  was  difcharged 
cured  the  12th  of  May  following ; 
in  which  time  (he  had  taken  no 
other  medicine  than  the  malt  in- 
fufion, nor  had  any  other  topical 
application  befides  the  carrot  poul- 
tice, except  when  the  fore  was  con? 
traded  to  the  fize  of  a  (hilling; 
then  edgings  of  cerat.  ahL  were 
ufed  along  with  it,  becaufe  when 
the  difcharge  was  become  fmall,  J 
thought  the  drynef*  of  the  poultice 
brought  oiF  vyith  it  fome  of  the 
new  cicatrifed  (kin.  In  fadl,  this 
application  agreed  fo  well  with 
this  ulcer,  that  what  was  meant  at 
firft  only  to  remove  the  bad  fmell, 
anfwered  fully  every  curative  inten- 
tion ;  I  mean  as  a  topic;  and  I 
have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
had  we  been  able  to  have  produced 
carrots  in  perfeAion  daring  the 
months  of  February  and  March, 
this  cure  would  have  been  per- 
formed in  much  lefs  time  ;  for  it 
was  very  obfervable,  theat  when 
none  but  the  old  full-grown  car- 
rots could  be  bought,  which  were 
become  lefs  fucculent  by  keeping, 
or  the  young  fpfing  onds  with  their 
juices  lefs  exalted,  that  the  ^ure 
advanced  more  flowly ;  and  pofTi- 
bly  that  might  bt  the  caufe  why  we- 
ii  3  mada 
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made  no  progrefs  the  laft  two 
months  in  the  cafe  of  the  other 
ulcer,  after  fuch  promifing  appear- 
ances. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  dare  not  pre- 
tend to  aflert,  that  a  cataplafm  of 
carrots  will  cure  an  ulcerated  can- 
cer  ;  but  I  dare  advance,  that  it 
will  fubdue  the  intolerable  Jlencb, 
frequently  attending  foul,  gangre- 
nous cancerous  ulcers,  which  has 
heretofore  been  no  inconfiderable 
ilejideratum  in  furgery,  both  in  re- 
fpeft  to  the  patients  themfelves, 
and  to  the  people  who  are  about 
,them. 

Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Keenlyfide, 
Mr.  Stodart,  my  worthy  friends 
and  colleagues  at  the  Infirmary, 
were  very  attentive  to  the  progrefs 
of  this  cure,  and  will  bear  tefti- 
jrtony  to  what  I  have  related  con- 
cerning it.  To  conclude,  it  ap- 
pears trom  this  hiftory,  that  the 
iubduing  and  conquering  the  bad 
fmell,  and  abating  the  pain,  were 
due  to  the  carrot  poultice' \  but  that 
the  correAing  the  patient's  bad  ha- 
bit, may  be  attributed  to  the  malt 
infuJion\  and  indeed,  it  feemed  to 
agree  wonderfully  well  with  her  5 
it  kept  her  in  a  gentle  laxative 
ilate,  ufually  procuring  her  daily 
two  fiools.  She  was  obftru£ted  be- 
fore fhe  was  admitted,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  her  recovery,  Hie  became 
regular.  In  fine,  (he  improved  in 
health  every  day  from  her  being 
put  upon  this  courfe,  though,  vt/hen 
my  patient  before,  flie  was  more 
mcnthsin  recovering  un  er  acourfe 
of  thero/7fr,  &c.  than  weeks  at  this 
tfme. 

I  have.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  had  three  or  four  other  fcor- 
butic  patients,  with  foul  ulcers  of 
long  ftanding,  under  this  courfe  of 
inal^  i^fuf^PDa  with  ajl  of  whom  it 

JO 


agreed  very  well ;  it  generally 
kept  them  in  a  gentle  laxative 
Hate,  and  apparently  did  them  fer- 
vice;  but  no  one  fo  clearly  received 
benefit  from  it  as  the  fubjeft  of  the 
laft  related  cafe ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  in  long  voyages  at  fea, 
where  recent  vegetables  cannot  be 
had,  that  it  will  prove  a  noble  fub^ 
ilitute,  and  fully  anfwer  the  inten- 
tion of  the  benevolent,  humane, 
original  propofer  of  ic. 


Phyjtcal  Ohfer<vations  on  the  furpriz  • 
ing  Efficacy  of  Salt  in  feeding, 
fattening,  and  multiplying  Cattle  | 
and  of  courfe  impro'ving  Land  for 
e'very  other  Purpofe. — By  a  Gen- 
tleman    "Mho   Juhfcrihes     himjelf 

w.  w. 

IN  looking  over  the  firft  volume 
of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  [ 
met  with  a  paper  entitled,  **  Phy- 
fical  Obfervations  on  the  Effeds  ef 
Salt  in  fattening  Cattle."  The 
title  excited  my  curiofity;  and  on 
reading  the  memoir,  the  author's 
reafoning  appeared  to  me  not  only 
plaufible,  but  convincing.  His 
views  are  certainly  enlarged,  and 
direded  to  objects  of  the  moft  im- 
portant kind,  viz.  the  improve- 
ment of  land,  and  the  increafe  of 
cattle.  He  lays  it  down  as  an 
axiom,  or  felf-evident  truth,  that, 
by  increafing  cattle,  land  may  be 
improved;  and,by  improving  land, 
cattle  may  be  multiplied. 

The  farmer,  he  fays,  who  has  9 
more  than  ordinary  flock  of  work- 
ing cattle,  reaps  a  double  advan- 
tage ;  one,  by  having  his  work 
done  in  feafon  j  the  other,  by  en- 
riching a  greater  proportion  of  his 
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land  by  means  of  their  additional 
manure;  the  only  difficulty  is,  how 
to  maintain  an  increafed  number 
without  increafing  the  expence. 
This,  he  aflerts,  may  be  done  by 
the  ufe  of  fait ;  and  advances  the 
three  following  propofitions  : 

1.  That  fait,  given  with  the 
food  of  cattle,  augments  the  nou- 
rifhment  of  that  food. 

2.  That,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  fait  eaten  by  cattle,  the 
efFefts  of  that  augmentation  will  be 
perceivable. 

3.  That  no  ill  confequence  will 
follow  from  excefs  of  fait  eaten  by 
cattle,  even  though  it  (houid  be 
given  them  without  flint. 

Thefe  propofitions  he  endeavours 
to  fupport  by  unqueftionable  fafts. 

In  the  jurifdiftion  of  Aries,  in 
the  county  of  Provence,  there  h, 
he  fays,  a  diftrldl  called  the  Crau, 
extending  in  length  about  {}X 
leaj^ucs,  and  in  breadth  about 
three,  th^  whole  farface  of  which 
is  covered  vHchTm all  rough  it'Ohd^i 
and  not  a  tree  or  buih  is  to  be  feen 
in  the  whol«  drftridl,  except  here 
and  there  on  the  borders ;  yet  on 
this  fpot,  fo  tjeemingly  fterile,  by 
the  free  ufe  of  fait,  more  numerous 
flocks  of  (heep  are  bred  and  reared, 
than  upon  any  other  common  of 
equal  extent  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom ;  and  what  is  no  lefs  re- 
markable, the  fheep  are  healthier, 
and  hardier,  and  endure  the  (eve- 
rity  of  the  winter  with  lefs  lofs, 
though  they  have  fewer  flieep-cots 
for  covering,  than  thofe  bred  and 
fed  on  more  copious  pallures,  and 
that  have,  befides,  the  advantage 
of  more  convenient  fhelter.  Add 
to  this,  that  the  wool  of  the  flocks 
bred  and  brought  up  in  the  Crau, 
is  not  only  the  fineft  in  the  whole 
county,  but  bears  the  higheft  price 


of  any  in  France. — From  henc* 
he  concludes,  th  it  it  is  to  the  un- 
limited ufe  of  fait  that  thefe  fur- 
prizing  effects  are  to  be  afcribed ; 
for  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
Crau  is  (q  burnt  up  in  the  fummer, 
that  the  poor  anixnals  are  forced  to 
turn  up  the  very  ftohcs  to  come  at 
the  few  blades  of  grafs  that  grow 
round  them  ;  and  yet  none  perifli 
for  want  of  food.  'Let  every  ex- 
cellence, there/ore,  that  c^n  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  inherent  in  the 
herbage,  be  allowed  to  it,  yet  tfi,^ 
quantity  of  it  is  fo  fmall,  that^ 
without  the  abundant  ufe  of  falt^ 
a  fourth  part  of  the  (heep  kept  ia 
the  Crau,  could  not  fubfilt  in  ic.  ,^ 

But,  as  a  Hill  further  demonftra- 
tion,  that  this  aftonifhing  eiFeft  i^ 
folely  to  be  attributed  to  fait,.  '\y^ 
have,  fays  the  \vriter,  in  LangUe- 
iioc,  on  the  borders  pf  the  Rhp.ne^ 
a  fpot  of  the  fame  kihd  of  ftony 
land,  in  every  refpeft  fimilar  t^ 
that  of  the  Crau  ;  yet,  for  want  of 
the  free  ufe  of  fait,  that  of  Lan- 
guedoc  does  not  maintain  a  tenth 
part  of  the  number  of  fheep  t;|ia.t 
are  brought  up  in  the  Crau,  though 
in  other  refpefts  it  is  no  ways  infer 
rior,  the  wines  and  other  fruity 
produced  on  the  borders  of  both 
being,  in  their  goodnefs  and  other 
effential  qualities,  equal.  "J 

Having  proved  his  firft  propofi- 
tion  incontrovertibly,  he  proceeds^ 
in  proof  of  the  fecond^  to  recom- 
mend an  eafy  experiment,  which  it 
is  in  every  farmer's  power  to  make  ; 
and  that  is,  to  give  to  one  half  of 
his  cattle  fait,  and  to  the  other 
half  none.  By  this  fimple  trial, 
he  fays,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  the 
difference  will  be  difcernible.  The 
cattle  to  whom  the  fait  is  given 
will  fhew  it  in  their  looks,  in  the 
fleeknefs  of  their  coats,    in   their 
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growth,  and  in  their  flrength  and 
iicnefs  fur  labour.  He  adds,  that 
with  little  more  than  half  their 
ufual  food  all  thefe  effefts  will  be 
produced. 

To  eflablifh  his  third  propofi- 
tion,  he  appeals  to  the  pradice 
about  Aries,  where  the  cattle  have 
as  much  fait  as  they  will  eat,  and 
none  are  fo  healthy,  or  thrive  fo 
fail,  as  thofe  that  eat  the  moil  of 
it. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  there 
cannot  remain  a  doubt  of  the  good 
cfFeds  of  fait  in  the  feeding  and 
fattening  of  cattle ;  but  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  writer  is 
totally  filent  with  refpe£l  to  the 
method  of  giving  the  fait  to  the 
labouring  cattle.  He  has,  indeed, 
informed  his  readers,  that  in  8 
days  his  flock  of  300  (heep  eat 
151b.  of  fait,  being  one  pound  to 
every  fcore  ;  and  it  ihould  feem  by 
his  manner  of  expreffing  himfelf, 
that  he  gave  them  the  whole  quan- 
tity in  one  day  as  he  cautions  the 
farmer  againll  fufFering  his  fheep 
to  drink  on  the  day  the  fait  is  ad« 
^iniilered,  apprizing  him  at  the 
fame  time  how  much  it  Iharpens 
their  appetite  ;  and  that  he  had 
feen  them  not  only  browfe  upon 
llubbs  after  eating  the  fait,  but  even 

fnaw  pieces  of  wood  of  a  furprifing 
ignefs. 
As  the  fubjefl  of  the  above  Me^ 
moir  appeared  to  me  of  importance, 
I  have  only  to  requeft  of  you,  Mr. 
Urban,  the  immediate  insertion  of 
the  few  hints  which  are  here  ex- 
trafted  from  it ;  as,  during  the 
prefent  fcarcity  of  hay,  it  may  be 
interefting  to  many];  and  as  it  has, 
jn  its  confequences,  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  price  of  provifions,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  a  difcovery  that 
promifes   fo  much    ben^Ht   to  the 


public,  will  not  wholly  be   over- 
looked, 

Surry y  Dec,   17.  W.  W, 

[Gent,  Mag.  for  Dec,  1776.]  i 


The  higheft  Exertions  of  Human  Art 
in  Mofaic  Work,  compared  nuith 
the  Mofaic  Work  of  the  Wing  of 
a  Bwtterily. 


7  picai- 
to  con-     j 
!nce  be-      i. 


IT  cannot  but  be  extremely  pleaf- 
ing  to  a  de<vout  mt 
template  the  extreme  differe 
tween  the  productions  of  human 
art,  and  thofe  of  the  God  of  na- 
ture, when  obferved  with  extfl- 
nefs,  in  point  of  elegance  and 
truth  of  workmanfhip.  The  dif- 
guiling  irregularity  that  appears  in 
the  fined  needle,  when  examined 
by  a  microfcope,  has  been  com- 
pared with  the  wonderful  accuracy 
of  the  fting  of  a  bee  or  a  wafp  ; 
and  the  unequal  contexture  of  the 
moil  deHcate  cambrick,  when  com- 
pared with  fojne  natural  produc- 
tions, has  been  obferved,  and  de- 
voutly acknowledged ;  but  I  do 
not  recoiled  that  I  have  any  where 
ieen  a  comparifon  inftituted,  be- 
tween the  fubjefts  I  am  now  pro- 
pofing  to  confideration,  which  yet 
well  deferve  our  notice,  and  may 
perhaps  be  as  amufing  as  any  of 
them. 

Few  arp  totally  unacquainted 
with  what  is  meant  by  Mofaic 
work.  "It  is  a  kind  of  Paint- 
'•  ing,*'  fays  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  hi^ 
dictionary,  'Mn  fmall  ,  pebbles, 
**  cockles,  and  (hells  of  fundry  co- 
"  lours."  This  is  not  the  moil 
happy  of  his  defcriptions  ;  many 
X)ther  materials  are  ufed,  and  fome 
more  frequently  than  thofe  he  has 
mentioned,  particularly  pieces  of 
marble,    of   burnt    clay,    and    of 
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glafs.  In  truth,  Mofaic  work  means 
in  general,  the  forming  flourifties 
and  figures  with  Jmall  bodies  of  dif- 
ferent colours. 

Beautiful  pavements  of  antient 
Mofaic,  are  fometimes  found  in 
our  country,  the  remains  of  old 
Roman  magnificence  in  this  ifland. 
The  Antiquarian  fociety  has  pub- 
lifned  plates  of  feveral  ;  as  the 
Royal  fociety,  before  them,  gave 
an  account  of  others,  in  fomc  of 
their  firft  volumes. 

The  diameter  of  the  fquare  tef- 
fellae  *  of  a  pavement  in  SuJJex, 
we  are  told  by  Dr.  Tabor,  was 
about  /^  of  an  inch.  I  fuppofe 
the  diagonal  was  intended,  fince  we 
are  informed  immediately  after, 
that  the  longeft  fide  of  thofe  that 
were  obUng  at  tKe  head,  little  ex- 
ceeded f  an  inch  f.  If  the  diagonal 
of  the  fquare  teffellaj  was  meant, 
then  thefdes  of  the  fquare  mufl  be 
in  courfe  about  ^^  of  an  inch  ; 
and  if  ^5  of  an  inch,  then  joQ 
teifellx  would  cover  nine  fquare 
inches,  and  confequently  eleven 
teffellae  would  nearly  cover  one 
inch  fquare. 

But  the  moderns  have  greatly  im- 
proved the  art  of  making  Mofaic 
work.  They  form  pidures,  it 
feems,  for  altar-pieces  moft  amax. 
jngly  fine,  I  do  not  know  any 
author  that  has  defcribed  this  fort 
of  work  more  minutely,  or  has  car- 
ried it  to  an  higher  degree  of  per- 
fection than  Keyfler.  The  fub- 
llance  of  what  that  celebrated 
traveller  has  faid,  is  as  follows  : 
«*  That  the  materials  ufed  by  the 
"  moderns  in  thefe  works  are  fmall 

•  This  word  means  the  little  pieces  of  itone,  brick,  Src.  of  which  Mofaic 
work  is  conipofed. 

f  Phil.  Tranf.  Abrid.  Vol.  5.  part  %.  ch.  2.  art.  aa, 
J  At  "Rome. 

*'  were 


pieces  of  glafs,  of  all  the  dif- 
ferent Ihades  of  every  tint  op 
colour,  like  thofe  of  the  fino 
Englifh  worded  ufed  in  needle- 
work. The  glafs  is  firft  call 
into  thin  c^kes,  which  are  after- 
wards cut  into  long  pieces  of 
different  thicknefles.  Many  of 
the  pieces  ufed  in  roofs,  or  ceil- 
ings, which  are  confequently 
only  feen  at  a  great  diltance, 
appear  to  be  a  finger's  breadth, 
but  the  more  elegant  pieces  con- 
fift  of  glafs  pins  (if  that  term 
might  be  made  ufe  of)  not 
thicker  than  a  common  fewing 
needle,  fo  that  a  portrait  of  four 
feet  fquare  ihall  take  up  t-wo 
millions  of  fuch  pins." 
He  goes  on  to  inform  us,  "  that 
thefe  pins  are  fo  clofely  joined 
together,  being  fixed  in  a  fort 
of  parte  which  he  defcribes, 
that  after  the  piece  is  poliflicd, 
(\yhich  is  done  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  looking-glaflfes)  it  caa 
hardly  be  difcerned  to  be  an  ar- 
rangement of  an  infinite  number 
of  particles  of  glafs,  but  rather 
looks  like  a  pidure  painted  with 
the   finell:   colours,  with  cryftal 

placed  before   it That  it 

may  be  eafily  feen  how  much 
this  curious  art  has  been  im- 
proved during  the  two  laft  cen- 
turies, by  comparing  fome  of 
the  old  cupolas  of  the  chapels 
in  St.  Peter's  church  t,  with  the 
other  pieces  lately  ereifled  there. 
The  ftuds  in  the  old  works  are 
made  of  clay  burnt,  and  the 
furface  only  tindured  with  va- 
rious   colours ;    but   that    they 
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**  were  to  be  gradually  removed, 
**  and  their  places  fupplied  by  the 
**  move  elegant  performances  of 
*<  the  moderns.*' 

Keyfler  adds,  '*  tliat  a  piece  of 
**  10  fquai'e  feet,  if  performed 
•*  vvith  tolerable  care  and  delica- 
*'  cy,  woald  employ  ejghf  artills 
**  the  fpace  of  two  years.'*  Con- 
fequently  it  will  take  an  artilt  a 
twelvemonth,  to  make  five  fquare 
feet  of  this  curious  kind  of  Mo- 
iaic. 

Such  is  the  fubftanceof  Keyfler's 
Account ;  let  us  now  compare  this 
■frery  great  improvement,  and  thefe 
l^igh  exertions  of  human  genius  and 
indal!ry,  with  the  di<vinc  Mofaic  of 
the  wing  of  a  butterfly. 

I  took  a  piece  of  paper,  and  cut 
^  quarter  of  an  inch  fquare  out  of 
it,  as  exactly  as  I  could.  I  after- 
wards faftened  this  fmall  fquare, 
with  pafte,  to  one  of  the  wings  of 
a  common /if^for/^*  butterfly,  1  then 
tvkt  oot  a  portion  of  the  wing  (it 
was  one  of  the  upper  ones)  as  near 
as  could  be  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
fquare,  by  cutting  clofe  to  the 
edge  of  the  paper  to  which  it  was 
faftened.  i  told  in  this,  by  the 
help  of  the  third  magnifier  of  an 
opaque  microfcope,  70  rows  of 
fcales,  and  about  90  fcales  in  a 
yow.  I  found,  confequently,  that 
there  were  6300  fcales  on  one  fide 
of  this  fmali  portion  of  the  crea- 
ture's wing  :  for  70  -|-  90  =  6300. 
To  be  more  fure,  I  afterwards  took 
at  piece  of  paper  of  a  confiderable 
fiz^,  on  which  I  drew  lines,  nearly 
dividing  it  into  frrtall  fquar^s,  and 
applying  the  piece  of  the  wing, 
thus  fattened  to  the  firlt-mentioncd 
fmaH  paper  fquare,   to  the  large 


paper  diyided  by  thofe  lines,  at 
iiril  gently,  and  afterwards  more 
forcibly,  I  told  the  fcales,  that  I 
found  Iticking  to  the  large  paper 
from  time  to  time,  which  I  could 
pretty  eafily  do  by  the  help  of  a 
fmali  eye-glafs,  as  they  were  di- 
vided into  fmall  parcels  by  the 
lines  I  had  drawn.  Upon  repeat- 
ing this  operation  6  or  7  times,  I 
found  the  fcales,  that  were  detached 
from  the  piece  of  wing  to  be  about 
5752  in  number,  which  added  to 
thole  that  were  left,  (for  feveral 
remained  after  rubbing  it  pretty 
hard,)  which  I  found  to  be  544  at 
leaft,  make  6256,  and  comes  \try 
near  the  number  found  by  telling 
the  rows  and  the  fcales  in  each 
row,  and  multiplying  them  to- 
gether. 

If  now  we  multiply  6296  by  16, 
the  number  of  fmali  fquares  con- 
tained in  an  inch  fqu-are,  of  the 
fize  of  this  piece  of  the  wing,  the 
produft  will  befound  to  be  100736, 
which  will  be  the  number  of  fcales 
placed  on  a  fquare  inch  of  one 
fide  of  the  wing  of  this  kind  of 
butterfly. 

But  in  the  curious  Mofaic  pic- 
tures which  Keyfler  dcfcribes,  there 
were  but  about  870  pins  in  an  inch 
fquare.  For  he  fays  a  pi^ure  of 
four  feet  fquare  vjill  take  up  t<vjo 
millions  of  pins.  Now  fuch  a  pic- 
ture contains  16  fquare  feet,  and 
there  being  144  fquare  inches  in  i, 
fquare  foot,  fuch  a  picture  contains 
2304  fquare  inches.  If  therefore 
we  divide  two  millions  (the  num- 
ber of  pins  in  fuch  a  pifture)  by 
2304,  the  number  of  fquare  inches 
in  it,  the  quotient  will  be  the 
number  of  pins  in  a  fquare  inch  : 


*  So  called  from  its  having  an  eye,  in   each  r^f  its  wings,  a  good  deal  re- 
fcjnbling  thofe  in  the  tail  of  a  peacock.     The  inleiSt  is  extremely  common. 

now 
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now 


a.  000.000 
2304. 


=:    868    and   fome- 


thing  more :  if  therefore  we  fet 
the  number  of  glafs  pins  at  870, 
in  a  fquare  inch,  it  will  make  the 
number  in  the  whole  pifture 
2.004.480,  which  is  4480  more 
than  Keyfler  fuppofed  would  be 
ufed  in  luch  a  pidhire  ;  but,  if  a 
few  more  {hould  be  wanted,  4480 
muft  be  thought  fufficient. 

The  coarfenefs  of  fuch  a  pi6lure 
compared  with  the  Mofaic  on  the 
wing  of  this  infed,  is  in  the  pro- 
portion of  115  at  leaft  to  one. 
That  is,  fuch  a  pidture  is  115 
times  coarfer  than  this  natural  Mo- 
faic. In  truth,  almoft  116  times : 
for  100.736,  the  number  of  fcales 
in  a  fquare  inch,  divided  by  870, 
the  fuppofed  number  of  glafs  pins, 
gives  115  with  a  large  remainder. 

An  admired  pidure  then  of 
this  kind,  compared  with  this 
butterfly's  wing,  is  proportionably 
much  coarfer,  than  a  teflellated 
pavement,  compofed  of  pebbles, 
fmall  bricks,  or  pieces  of  marble, 
'  of  an  inch  fquare  at  the  top,  is 
coarfer  than  fuch  a  modern  pidure, 
one  of  the  higheft  produdions  of 
human  induftry  and  genius  :  for 
there  being,  as  I  obferved  at  the 
beginning  of  this  account,  100 
fuch  teffeliae  in  9  fquare  inches, 
25.600  tefTellae  would  be  required 
to  cover  the  2304.  fquare  inches 
of  a  pidure  four  feet  fquare.  But 
fuch  a  pavement  would  not  be  79 
times  coarfer  than  fuch  a  pidur«  *, 
whereas  the  pidure  is  above  115 
times  coarfer  than  the  Mofaic  of 
the  animal. 


This,  however,  is  by  no  means 
placing  the  matter  in  fo  ftrong  ^ 
point  of  light  as  it  defervts.     Thfe 
wings  of  a  butterfly,  when  it  firfi: 
breaks  out  of    the   integument  of 
its  Aarelia  f  ftate,  are  much  fmaV- 
ler  than  afterward.     It  is  true,  the 
wings  expand  themfelves,  and  evea 
come  to  their  full  growth  in  a  few 
minutes  ;  but,  if  they  are  watched 
with  care,   they  will   be  found   to 
be  very  fmall  at  firft,  yet  all  the 
tefliellae  are  then   placed   in  them. 
Nay,    they  may  be    difcerned,  in 
fome  butterflies,  through  the  fuf- 
iiciently    tranfparent  integument, 
to   be  placed  in   due  order   fome 
days  before  their  quitting  the  Au- 
relia  ftate  ;  and  confequently,  thejr 
may  be   examined    then  with   the 
greatell  eafe,  by  opening  the  cafe 
in    whkh   they   are   inclofed,   and 
taking  them  out  of  it.     This  will 
(hew     that    they    poflefs    a    much 
greater    fuperiority    ftill   in   point 
of  finenefs  of  ^workmanjhip ,    to  the 
moll  celebrated  Mofaic  pidures. 

To  make  this  examination  itt 
the  fureft  and  eafisft  manner,  I  pur- 
fued  the  following  method.  By 
means  of  palle,  I  fallened  a  piece 
of  catgut,  extended  as  evenly  as  I 
could,  (o  a  card,  in  which  I  had 
cut  an  hole  near  zf  inches  long 
and  about  \\  wide.  This  catgut, 
I  found,  had  1792  mefhes  in  a 
fquare  inch,  having  56  mefhes  ia 
the  length  of  an  inch  one  way, 
and  32  the  other  \.  'Jpon  mea- 
furing  an  upper  and  an  under  wing 
of  this  peacock  butterfly,  which 
was  pretty  large,  by  the  meflies 
of  this  catgut,    as    carefully  as  t 


For  1:^2^  \^  equal  but  to  78  -2l!^ 
25.600  ^  25. coo. 

f  Til  •  Amelia  ftate  means   the  middle  ftate  between  the  creature's  bein<y  a 
caterpillar  an  1  a  butterfly.  f 

\  For  56  X  32  =  1792. 

well 
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well  could,  I  found  the  furface  of 
one  fide  of  the  two  wings,  equal 
to  2396  meihes,  confequently  thofe 
of  both  fides  were  equal  to  4792, 
and  the  furfaces  of  all  four  wings 
(meafured  on  both  fides)were  equal 
to  9584  melhes,  equal  to  fome- 
whac  more  than  five  fquare  inches 
and  one  third.  Confequently, 
there  were  on  the  four  wings  of 
this  butterfly  alone  above  537,258 
fcales,  fuppofing  the  fcales  of  all 
the  wings,  and  on  both  the  fides, 
were,  one  with  another,  equal  in 
bignefs  to  thofe  I  told. 

Applying  the  fame  meafuring  in- 
Jirument  to  the  upper  and  under 
wings  of  a  butterfly  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  taken  prematurely  out  of  its 
Aurelia  ftate,  but  with  its  teffellae 
placed  in  due  order,  I  found  they 
took  up  no  more  than  259  mefiies, 
this  number  multiplied  by  4  gives 
the  meafure  of  both  the  furfaces  of 
the  four  wings,  that  is  to  fay  1036 


mcfhes,  which  is  not  much  more 
than  half  a  fquare  inch*.  But  to 
be  more  exaft,  9584  (the  number 
of  meflies  found  in  the  four  wings 
that  were  fully  expanded)  being 
divided  by  1036  (the  number  of 
meihes  found  in  the  diminutive 
wings  of  a  butterfly  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  taken  prematurely  out  of  its 
Aurelia  ftate)  gives  9I.  Confe- 
quently the  Mofaic  of  this  laft 
muft  be9|:  times  finer  than  that  of 
the  firll;  and  a  fquare  inch  of  this 
finer  fort  muft  contain  931,808 
fcales,  whereas  a  fquare  inch  of  a 
full  grown  wing  contains  but 
100,736.  And,  if  the  Mofaic  of 
this  laft  butterfly  be  9I  times  finer 
than  of  the  firft,  it  muft  be  above 
1063  times  finer  than  the  Mofaic 
of  the  boafted  pictures  of  modern 
Rome,  where  ingenuity,  animate4 
by  zeal,  has  exerted  its  utmoft  ef- 
forts. 


The  following  (hort  table  will  exhibit   the    difference  between  the 
feveral  particulars  I  have  been  mentioning,  at  one  view. 


The  Sufl^ex  pavement, 
A  modern  Roman  pidure 
The  wing  of  a  butterfly  expa 
Ditto  in  its  Aurelia  ftate 


''    '^A.A    \  contains  \  ^^o 

expanded,  f  J    100.736 

,     —        J  {.  931.808 


And,  however  dazzling  a  Ro- 
man Mofaic  pidure  may  be  to  the 
naked  eye,  1  doubt  not  but  the 
glafs  pihs  would  appear  through  a 
microfcope,  to  be  ftuck  into  the 
pafte  in  a  njery  rude  and  inartificial 
manner  ;  whereas  the  fcales  of  the 
butterfly  will  appear,  through  the 
beft  glafies,  ranged  in  moji  exqui- 
Jite  order. 


Teflellas 
in  one 
inch 
fquare. 

There  is  another  difi>erence  be- 
tween them,  which  ought  alfo  to 
be  remarked,  and  that  is,  that 
ends  only  of  thofe  minute  glafs 
pins  are  feen  in  the  Roman  pic- 
tures ;  whereas  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  broadejl  furface  of  ihofe  mi- 
nute fcales  that  adorn  the  wing  of 
a  butterfly,  is  fpread  out  before 
the  eye  there,   a  good  deal  after 


*  T  n^eafured  the  wings  of  two  others,  and  found  thofe  of  one  of  them  ra- 
ther larger,  of  the  other  confulerably  Jefs  ;  but  I  mac^e  my  computation  from 
ene  of  a  fizc  between  tbcm,  as  being  mcft  unexceptionable. 
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the  manner  in  which  the  fcales  of 
£ni  are  placed. 

How  different  too  the  manage- 
ments of  an  earthly  artill  from 
thofe  of  the  Heavenly,  in  another 
refpca  1  The  firit  is  glad  to  take 
advantage  of  the  dijianceoiz,  cupola 
or  a  ceiling  from  the  eye,  and 
there  the  man  that  employs,  it  may 
be,  8  or  900  glafs  pins  to  cover 
an  inch  fquare  of  a  near  pidure, 
employs  much  coarfer  materials; 
but  the  Creator  of  the  EWorld  ranges 
the  teflellaE  of  the  wing  of  a  de- 
fpijed  infect  with  the  niceft  care, 
and  then  expands  the  wing  to  nine 
or  ten  times  its  former  fizC;,  that 
the  human  eye  may  letter  take  in  the 
beauty,  though,  after  all,  thcfe  fcales 
are  fo  minute,  as  to  appear  on  the 
fingers  like  the  fineft  dull. 

The  ladies  of  Great-Britain 
will  not  pretend  to  vye  with  the 
workmanfhip  of  the  Author  of 
Nature  :  how  far  they  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  endeavour  to  rival  the  Ro- 
man artifts,  I  mull  not  pretend  to 
guefs.  I  have  feen  Tome  beautiful 
pieces  of  bead-work,  made  in  the 
time  of  our  great  grandmothers, 
but  none  equal  to  the  Roman  pic- 
tures as  CO  the  fmallnefs  of  the  tef- 
fellae  made  ufe  of.  I  found  in  a 
piece  of  work  of  this  kind,  which 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  minutely 
examining,  that  the  glafs  beads 
were  of  different  fizes,  and  that  27 
of  the  fmallell  of  them,  when 
clofely  ftrung,  extended  an  inch 
in  length,  and  that  14  of  them 
only,  when  I  meafured  over  them 
the  other  way,,  made    an  inch  in 


length,  and  confequently,  that 
378  of  thefe  beads  would  cover 
an  inch  fquare  *,  in  this  curious 
kind  of  work,  confequently,  the  fi- 
ned part  of  it  was  confiderably 
more  than  twice  as  coarfe  as  the 
modern  Mofaicsf. 

If  from  the  bead-work  of  ancien  t 
times  we  turn  to  their  tapeftry,  we 
perhaps  (hall  get  no  advantage.  In 
a  piece  of  old  tapeftry,  at  lead, 
that  I  examined,  there  were  only 
21  ftitches  in  the  length  of  an 
inch  one  way,  and  13  the  others 
confequently  only  273  ftitches  in  a 
fquare  inch,  which  is  confiderably 
above  three  times  coarfer  than  the 
modern  Mofaic  work. 

Part  of  a  piece  of  modern 
needle-work,  which  I  examined  on 
this  occafion,  came  much  nearer 
than  the  old  tapeftry.  It  was  an 
eafy  chair,  wrought  partly  with 
what  they  call  crofs-ftitch,  and 
partly  with  tent-ftitch  :  in  that 
part  which  was  wrought  with  the 
fmalleft  ftitches,  I  found  no  more 
than  484  ftitches  in  an  inch  fquare, 
and  confequently,  minute  as  they 
appeared,  the  work  was  almoft  as 
coarfe  again  as  the  Roman  Mofaic 
pictures. 

However,  I  doubt  not  but  that 
fome  of  our  Britilh  Female  produc- 
tions equal  the  elegant  minutenefs 
of  the  Mofaic  artifts  at  Rome, 
though  unfortunately  I  have  not 
obferved  them. 

The  adding  a  table  relating  to 
thefe  laft-mentioned  matters,  ft- 
tnilar  to  that  before  given,  per^ 
haps  may  not  be  difagreeablc. 


Old  tapeftry         — 
Bead  work       — 
Modern  needle-work^ 
Roman  Mofaic,     -*- 

•    For  a;  X  14=378. 


! 


!273  ftitchej^ 
870  teftcllas 


jfqu 


an  inch 
are. 


870  .         114 

— -  producing  2  — -  for  the  quotient. 
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On  the  Air  Propereji  for  per/ons  la- 
louring  under  Confumptions,  or 
chronic  Dijeafes  of  the  Lungs  ^  ac- 
cording to  the  fe<veral  Seafons  of 
the  Tear,  particularly  in  the 
^Neighbourhood  of  London  ;  ^th 
a  Word  or  two  upon  the  Ufe  and 
Ahufe  of  Exercife,  Milk,  and  Spi- 
rits, as  an  Addition  to  Milk,  in 
the  fame  Complaints',  \ extraBed 
from  an  Addrefs  ofDr,  Fother- 
giWs  to  the  Medical  Society. 
From  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries,  l^c. 

CHANGE  of  air  Is  of  much 
confequence  in  all  chronic 
difeafes  of  the  lungs,  fometimes 
even  from  good  to  bad.  It  is  not 
feldom  that  we  fee  afthmatic  per- 
fons  breathe  more  freely  in  the 
dampefl  confined  parts  of  this  me- 
tropolis than  in  the  country,  at 
Jeaft  I  have  met  with  many  fuch 
inftances.  In  confumptive  cafes, 
however,  the  air  of  all  large  ci- 
ties is  found  by  experience  to  be 
|)articularly  injurious.  Whence 
this  arifes,  is  in  this  place  unne- 
cefTary  to  explain  ;  the  fa<5l  is  in- 
difputable.  When  the  phyfician 
advifes  his  patient  to  a  change  of 
air,  to  point  out  the  moH  proper 
change  becomes  an  important  ob- 
jeft. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  mod 
great  towns  of  England,  as  well  as 
London,  there  are  places  which 
have  acquired  a  reputation  amongft 
the  inhabitants  for  the  peculiar 
healthinefs  of  their  fituation.  I 
will  fuppofe  thefe  iituations  are 
well  chofen  ;  that  the  foil  is  dry  ; 
no  ftagnant  waters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  properly  ventilated,  yet 
not  expofed  to  the  keen  north  eaft 
winds ;  where  it  will  be  eafy  to 
find  Iheltered  walks,  and  every  in- 
vitation to  be  abroad  in  fit  wea- 
ther, without  hazard  from  wet  and 
cold.  Such,  I  believe,  from  the 
few  places  I  know  of  this  kind, 
are  thofe  felefted  for  the  retreat  of 
confumptive  patients,  in  the  vici- 
nage of  large  towps  and  cities. 
And  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  take  a  general  view  of  fuch  as 
are  recommended  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London. 

The  town  is  furrounded  almoft, 
by  a  ridge  of  eminences,  inclofing 
befides  the  city,  a  low  plain  to  the 
weftward,  of  confjderable  extent  ; 
on  the  north,  Highgate,  Hamp« 
ftead,  and  Kenfington  Gravel- 
pits;  on  tie  South-eaft,  Black- 
heath,  Clapham,  and  Putney. 
The  fummits  of  tbefe  may  be  cal- 
led, comparatively,  high  ground, 
and  are  very  much  expofed  to  the 
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■iirp  north  -  eatt  ai>d  eaftorly 
winds. 

1  o  direft  our  patients  to  any  of 
thefe  places,  early  in  the  fpring, 
whilft  thefe  winds  are  for  the  moil 
part  as  llationary  as  the  trade 
winds,  feeras  to  be  expofing  them 
too  much  to  an  air  that  i?  very  un- 
friendly to  fuch  complaints. 

The  vales,  efpecially  to  the 
fouth-caft  and  weft  of  London,  as 
Camberwell,  Peckham,  the  lower 
parts  of  Clapham,  the  drier  parts 
of  Lambeth  and  Batterfea,  Ful- 
ham,  Chelfea,  Brumpton,  and 
Kenfington,  and  other  flieltered, 
dry  places  about  the  town,  would 
in  the  fpring  undoubtedly  be  the 
moft  proper. 

As  the  more  temperate  feafon 
advances,  higher  fituations  may  be 
allowed  ;  and  it  would  feem  as  im- 
proper to  fend  a  confumptive  pa- 
tient in  fummer  to  the  low  marlhy 
grounds  on  the  banks  of  th6 
Thames,  amongft  the  gardeners 
grounds  at  Batcerfea,  or  at  Ful- 
ham,  abounding  with  the  mod  pu- 
trid exhalations  of  manure  and 
corrupting  vegetables,  as  it  would 
be  to  order  them  in  winter  to  the 
top  of  Highgate  and  Hampftead 
hill,  or  the  bleaker  air  of  JBlack- 
heath.  iilington,  the  general  re- 
fuge of  the  city,  would  be  lefs  ex- 
ceptionable, was  it  not  quite  open 
to  the  keeneft  north-eaft  winds  in 
the  fpring  ;  and  in  fummer  to  the 
fmoke  of  the  city,  driven  upon  it 
by  the  foutherly  winds. 

Nor  is  it  a  matter  perfedly  in- 
different whether  we  fend  our  pa- 
tients to  the  villages  at  the  eaft 
or  weft  end  of  this  metropolis ; 
the  fouth  or  the  north.  The  town 
itfelf  is  covered  almoft  conti- 
nually with  an  atmofphere  of 
fmoke^  embodied    with  other  ex- 


halations,  fo  a?  to  form  J(.  cloud, 
more  or  lefs  dpnfe,  which  is  vifi- 
b.Ie  at  a  great  diftance. 

This  vaft  body  of  foioke  is  feeO) 
to  extend  for  feveral  miles  beyond^ 
the  liqaits  of  the  city  and  its  fub- 
urbs,  and  is  driven  by  the  winda 
that  prevail  in  the  feveral  feafons. 
according  to  their  diredion ;  ia 
the  fummer  feafon,  for,  inftance, 
whilft  the  foutherly  winds  prevail, 
this  denfe  body  is  driven  to  the. 
north  and  north-eaft  parts  of  the 
environs,  and  covers  the  herbage, 
the  trees,  and  every  thing,  both; 
living  and  dead,  with  black  pene- 
trating foot.  In  the  winter  and 
fpring,  while  the  northerly  winds 
prevail,  the  oppofite  villages  oa 
the  fouth-weft  and  weft  fide  of 
London  receive  this  thick  atmo- 
fphere ;  but  with  this  moft  re- 
markable difference;  the  winter 
winds  pafling  through  this  warmed 
atmofphere,  lofe  no  fmall  part  of 
their  rigorous  effefts ;  they  are 
foftened  by  it,  and  are  proportion^ 
ably  lefs  injurious  to  animals,  and 
even  to  plants;  for  vegetation  i» 
much  earlier  in  general  to  the 
louth  and  fouth-weit  of  London,, 
than  on  the  oppofite  extremities. 

I  have  feen  the  double-blolfom- 
ed  almond  tree  in  bloom  at  Cheifea,, 
fooner  by  twelve  days  at  leaft  thaa, 
any  where  to  the  north  or  eaftward 
of  the  town  in  fimilar  fituations.  It 
feems  therefore  necefTary  to  confi- 
der  the  feafon  and  fituation  before 
we  fix  the  abode  q(  confumptive 
patients,  to  whom  it  is  not  merely 
fufficient  to  advife  them  to  go  into 
the  country  ;  they  muft  be  aflilied 
alfo  to  determine  upon  a  proper 
place,  and  proper  conduct  whUft 
they  are  there.  They  muft  hav« 
had  but  little  experience,  who  are 
not  perfeiftly  fatisfied,  how  little 
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ought  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  fick,  in  mod  difeafes ;  to 
the  confumptive  efpecially,  in  re- 
fpedl  to  their  conduft.  1  have 
known  divers  inftances  of  perfons 
who  have  gone  into  the  country, 
in  confequence  of  their  phyficiahs 
advice  in  fuch  cafes,  and  have  had 
fo  little  difcretion,  as  to  lleep  with 
the  windows  of  their  chambers 
purpofely  left  open,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  air,  in  the  moil  inclement 
part  of  the  fpring.  The  confe- 
quence was,  that  in  a  few  nights, 
the  malady  was  increafed  beyond 
the  power  of  art  to  relieve  it, 
A  phyfician,  therefore,  mull  de- 
fcend  to  the  minutell  particulars  in 
his  direflions. 

If  an  attention  to  circumflances 
like  thefe  is  neceffary,  to  enable 
us  to  determine  upon  the  choice 
of  a  proper  refidence  in  our  own 
neighbourhood,  how  much  greater 
muft  be  our  difficulty,  when  we 
propofe  to  them  a  migration  to 
the  continent  of  Europe  i 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this  fub- 
}e6l,  it  may  not  be  impropef  to 
fuggeil  fome  hints,  relative  to  the 
di5"erent  parts  of  our  own  country. 

BriHol  will  naturally  claim  our 
attention,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
when  change  of  air  is  recommend- 
ed, as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  place  there  are  two  great  ad- 
vantages, the  water  and  a  good 
air. 

But  if,  from  any  particular  dif- 
Jike,  or  other  more  fubftantial  rea- 
fon,  this  is  not  complied  with, 
perhaps  ajoumey  would  be  much 
more  advantageous  than  a  fixed 
refidence  in  any  fpot,  however 
healthy.  I  (hall  only  add,  that  a 
journey  is  alvvays  preferable  to  an 
equal  number  of  miles  rode  over 
3 


in    one    and    the    fame    traft    of 
country. 

In  the  fpring  this  journey  fhould 
be  to  the  fouthward  ;  to  the  weftern 
counties;  or  the  fea-coalls ;— -and 
in  the  fummer,  to  the  northward, 
or  to  Wales  ; — the  cooler  parts  of 
Great-Britain  ; — Buxton  or  Mat- 
lock, or  where  any  fimilar  water 
is  to  be  met  with,  feems  advife- 
able.  To  meet  the  advancing 
fpring,  to  return  from  the  ap- 
proaching winter,  and  by  thefe 
means  to  avoid  the  feverity  of 
cold,  fo  injurious  to  tender  breafts, 
is  the  evident  rule  of  conduft  in 
fuch  cafes.  If  it  requires  fome 
confideration,  a  knowledge  of 
places  in  detail  in  this  country^ 
nay,  even  in  the  environs  of  Lon- 
don, to  determine  with  propriety 
on  the  choice  of  places  for  the 
retreat  of  invalids,  what  muft  be 
our  difficulty  when  calied  upon  to 
fix  the  route  and  refidence  of  a 
confumptive  patient,  who  feeks  an 
afylum  on  the  continent  ? 

And  here  I  cannot  but  lament 
the  want  of  an  inftitution,  which, 
at  no  great  national  expence, 
might  be  attended  with  vaft  na- 
tional advantages.  Was  a  phyfi- 
cian, or  fome  medical  perfon  to 
be  placed  in  the  fuite  of  every 
Britiih  ambaffador,  envoy,  or  re- 
fident,  we  fhould  foon  be  inform- 
ed, anJ  with  fome  degree  of  cer- 
tainty, of  the  proper  places  to 
which  we  might  fend  our  pa- 
tients with  the  greateft  profpedt  of 
fuccefs.  Neither  the  partial  opi- 
nion of  the  patients  who  have  re* 
fided  at  different  places,  nor  the 
tranfient  vifits  of  the  moft  obfer- 
ving  travellers,  nor  even  the  obfer- 
vations  of  ingenious,  fenfible  phy- 
ficians  themfelves,  without  a  longer 
refidence 
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refidence  in  the  place  than  falls  to 
the  lot  of  moll  of  them,  can  en- 
able us  to  judge  with  accuracy  of 
their  comparative  advantages. 

The  fouth  of  France,  Italy, 
Portugal,  I  mention  them  in  the 
order  they  are  ufually  propofed  to 
us,  are  the  places  of  general  re- 
fort. 

Wherever  the  winter  is  (horteft, 
the  lead  fevere,  and  the  lead 
changeable,  every  thing  elfe  being 
alike,  h  the  moft  advifeable.  To 
which  may  be  added  likewife,  the 
place  of  the  moft  eafy  accefs. 
Thus,  for  inftance,  Portugal  by 
fome  would  be  llrongly  objedled 
to,  on  account  of  the  fea-voyage  ; 
whilft  others,  perhaps,  would  chufe 
it  for  the  fake  of  this  eafy  con- 
veyance. But  if  there  be  juft  rea- 
fon  to  give  one  place  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  London,  and  within 
the  compafs  of  a  very  few  miles, 
the  preference  to  another,  the  dif- 
ficulty of  giving  advice  in  this 
cafe,  with  the  precifion  we  could 
wifti,  is  too  apparent,  and  it  muft 
remain  fo,  till  further  obfervations 
enable  us  to  form  a  r^  tter  judg- 
ment on  this  fubjeft. 

Of  all  the  places  we  are  ac- 
quainted with,  perhaps  the  ifland 
of  Madeira  enjoys  the  moft  equal 
temperature  ;  but  the  voyage,  and 
other  circumftances  attending  it, 
afford  very  formidable  objections. 

Nice  has  of  late  been  the  ge- 
neral retreat  of  the  Englifti  con- 
fumptive  patients.  Some  places 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marfeil- 
les  are  alfo  well  fpoken  of  The 
neighbourhood  of  Naples  in  Italy 
is  alfo  much  commended  ;  and  in 
Portugal,  the  vicinage  of  Liftson 
and  Cintra,  a  pleafant  fpot,  not 
far  from  that  capital.  In  all  thefe 
places  regard  ihould  be  bad  to  fi- 
VoL.  XJX. 


tuation  ;  that  it  may  be  dry,  near 
no  ftagnant  water,  not  environed 
with  thick  woods,  where  the  wa- 
ter is  good,  and  the  air  free,  but 
not  ftormy  and  impetuous. 

To  thofe  who  objed  to  the  con- 
tinent, a  trial  of  the  weftern  coun- 
ties of  England  may  be  properly 
recommended  :  Should  it  not  prove 
falutary,  the  paffage  by  fea  to  Lif- 
bon  from  thence  is,  for  the  moft 
part,  both  fafe  and  fhort.  Even 
fea-ficknefs  is  often  beneficial  to 
the  confumptive,  as  well  as  the 
fea  air.  Impaired  digeftion,  and, 
not  feldom,  a  redundancy  of  bile 
attend  thefe  cafes  ;  and  perhaps 
repeated  mild  emetics,  fufficient 
to  cleanfe  the  iirft  paiTages,  would 
often  be  of  ufe. 

One  great  misfortune  attending, 
thefe  migrations,  whether  from 
London  cr  other  great  cities,  into 
the  neighbouring  country,  or  to 
Brifto!  and  other  places  in  this 
kingdom,  or  to  the  continent,  is 
that,  for  the  moft  part,  they  are 
undertaken  too  late,  both  ''in  re- 
fpedl  to  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  feafon. 

Inftcad  of  removing  at  a  time 
when  a  change  of  air  and  its  con- 
fequences  might  prevent  the  moft 
ferious  evils,  they  are  in  hafte  to 
quit  their  country,  when  perhaps 
neither  this  can  be  beneficial,  nor 
is  the  feafon  for  a  journey  a  proper 
one. 

It  feems  too  often  to  be  the  fate 
of  confumptive  patients,  to  do 
that  laft,  which  they  ought  to  have 
donefirft;  and  by  this  prepofterous 
conduft,  ftiorten  their  own  lives, 
and  afflict  all  who  have  any  regard 
for  them.  It  happens  not  feldom 
that  when  their  phyficians  and 
their  friends  have  in  vain  urged 
their  depaturc  at  the  proper  feafon, 
1  they 
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they  have  refolved  to  fet  out  on 
the  moll  fatiguing  journies  in  the 
depth  of  winter;  by  which  they 
are  expofed  to  every  kind  of  in- 
conveniency  and  hardftiip  ;  if  they 
efcape  with  life,  they  aggravate 
their  difeafes,  and  too  frequently 
die  in  the  journey,  martyrs  to  their 
own  indifcretion. 

The  benefit  of  exercife  In  this 
diftemper  has  been  ftrongly  urged 
by  many  writers  ;  as  it  has  been 
treated  of  fo  pertinently  by  Dr. 
Dickfon,  one  of  your  colleagues, 
I  fhall  fay  little  more  on  the  fub- 
jed  *.  It  is  however  evident,  that 
this  great  auxiliary  may  be  abuled, 
and  that  confumptive  pacients  may 
ufe  it  improperly.  They  ride  out 
when  they  ought  not,  and  increafe 
their  difeafe  through  indifcretion. 
Moderate  journies,  in  temperate 
feafons,  and  as  much  as  may  be 
on  horfeback,  are  of  excellent  ufe 
in  confumptive  cafes,  obferving,  at 
the  fame  time,  exadt  temperance, 
both  in  refped  to  diet  and  liquors. 
To  ride  out  early  in  the  fpring,  in 
very  fharp,  or  in  damp,  cold,  and 
foggy  weather,  and  at  unfeafon- 
able  hours,  as,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  late  at  night,  is  moll  cer- 
tainly prejudical. 

Hitherto  no  mention  has  been 
made  of  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  a 
milk  diet  in  this  diftempcr.  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
there  are  conilitutions  in  which 
this  mod  excellent  nutriment  feems 
to  difagree;  a  pronenefs  to  ge- 
nerate bile,  or  too  ftrong  a  ten- 
dency to  acefcency  from  weak  or- 
gans of  digeflion,  both  require 
the  phyfician*s  attention.  Whey, 
either  from  cows  or  goats  milk, 
would    probably    agree    bed   with 


the  former;  and  lime-water,  ad- 
ded to  the  milk,  would  counter- 
ad  acidity. 

There  is  one  ufual  addition 
made  to  milk,  which  I  think  Ihould 
cither  be  totally  profcribed,  or  the 
moft  exprefs  direftions  given  con- 
cerning it.  I  mean  the  common 
addition  of  rum  or  brandy  to  affes 
or  cow*  milk.  7hefe  have  done 
more  mifchief  to  confumptive  pa- 
tients than  any  but  phyficians 
can  conceive.  7  hefe  additions  are 
mollly  committed  to  the  manage- 
m.ent  of  fervants;  thefe,  for  the 
mod  part,  think  every  thing  of 
this  nature  cordial,  an  idea  they 
annex  to  growing  llrong  ;  and 
therefore  too  often  give  liberal 
dofes.  Ardent  fpirits  not  only 
heat  but  coagulate  milk,  added 
beyond  a  certain  quantity.  By 
which  means  the  milk  difagrees, 
and  the  fpirit  aguments  the  dif- 
eafe. 


A  Relation  of  J  me    of  the  flmple^ 
though  tnoji  ejicacious    Mennj,   by 
nvhicb     Captain     James      Look, 
under  the    Di<vine   FavouTy    pre- 
f craved    himjelf    and    his     Ship^t 
Company  y  in  all  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  Men,  in  his    laji  Voyage 
round  the  njuorldy  tn  his  Majcjiy^s 
Sip  the  Refoiution  ;   a  Pcyuge  of    : 
ihr ee  Years  and  eighteen  Bays y  and    \ 
throughout  all  the  Climates ^  from 
ffty-fwo  Degrees  North,  toje'venty-    ' 
one  South  ;    ivith  the  Lojs  of  only 
one    Man    by  Dijeafe,   and    that 
jufily  fuppojed  to  ha've  begun  be- 
fore the  Ship  jailed  j    in  a  Letter    :. 
from    the    Captain    to    Sir  John 
Pringle,  Bart.    Frefdent  of  tht 
Royal  Society,  &c. 


*  See  Medical  OLfervations,  vol.  Iv.  p.  ait. 
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Mi'e-tni,  March  5,  1776. 

!         SIR, 

\  A  S  many  gentlemen  have  ex- 
[  Jt\^  prefTcd  lome  furprize  at  the 
«ncommon  good  ftate  of  health 
which  the  crew  of  the  Re/olution, 
under  my  command,  experienced 
during  her  late  voyage  ;  I  take  the 
liberty  to  communicate  to  you  the 
methods  that  were  taken  to  obtain 
ih  It  end.  Much  was  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  attention  given 
by  the  Admiralty,  in  caufing  fuch 
articles  to  be  put  on  board,  as  ei- 
ther by  experience  or  conjecture 
were  judged  to  tend  moft  to  pre- 
ferve  the  health  of  feamen.  I 
fhall  not  trefpafs  upon  your  time 
in  mentioning  all  thofe  articles, 
but  confine  my felf  to  fuch  as  were 
found  the  moft  ufeful. 

We  had  on  board  a  large  quan- 
tity of  malt,  of  which  was  made 
fvyeet-wort,  and  given  (not  only 
to  thofe  men  who  had  manifelt 
fympcons  of  the  fcurvy,  but  to 
fuch  alfo  as  were,  from  circum- 
Itances,  judged  to  be  moll  liable  to 
that  diforder)  from  one  to  two  or 
three  pints  in  the  day  to  each  man, 
or  in  fuch  proportion  as  the  fur- 
geon  thought  neceffary ;  which 
fometimes  amounted  to  three  quarts 
in  the  twenty- four  hours.  This  is 
without  doubt  one  of  the  bed  anti- 
fcorbutic  fea-medicines  yet  found 
out  ;  and  if  given  in  time  will, 
with  proper  attention  to  other 
things,  1  am  perfuaded,  prevent 
the  (curvy  from  making  any  great 
progrcfs  for  a  confiderable  time  : 
but  I  am  not  altogether  of  opinion, 
that  it  will  cure  it  in  an  advanced 
flate  at  (ea. 

Sour-krout,   of  which   we  had 
alfo  a  large  proviHon^  is  not  only 


a  wholefome  vegetable  food,  but, 
in  my  judgment,  highly  antifcor^ 
butic,  and  fpoils  not  by  keeping. 
A  pound  of  it  was  ferved  to  each 
man,  when  at  fea,  twice  a  week, 
or  oftener  when  it  was  thought  nc- 
ce/Tary. 

Portable  foup,  or  broth,  was  an- 
other eflential  article,  of  which  we 
had  likewife  a  liberal  fupply.  An 
ounce  of  this  to  each  man,  or  fuch 
other  proportion  as  was  thought 
neceflary,  was  boiled  with  their 
peafe  three  days  in  the  week;  and 
when  we  were  in  places  where 
frefh  vegetables  could  be  procur- 
ed, it  was  boiled,  with  them  and 
with  wheat  or  oatmeal,  every 
morning  for  breakfalt,  and  alfo 
with  dried  peafe  and  frelh  vege- 
tables for  dinner.  It  enabled  us 
to  make  feveral  nourifhing  and 
wholefome  mefTes,  and  was  the 
means  of  making  the  people  eat  a 
greater  quantity  of  greens  than 
they  would  have  done  otherwife. 

Farther,  we  were  provided  with 
rob  of  lemons  and  oranges ; 
which  the  furgeon  found  ufeful  ia 
Ifeveral  cafes, 

Amongll  other  articles  of  vi<5tu- 
alling  we  were  furnifhed  with  fugar 
in  the  room  of  oil,  and  with  wheat 
inftead  of  much  oatmeal,  and  were 
certainly  gainers  by  the  exchange. 
Sugar,  I  imagine,  is  a  very  good 
antifcorbutic ;  whereas  oil,  fuch  at 
leaft  as  is  ufually  given  to  the 
navy,  I  apprehend  has  the  con- 
trary efFed.  But  the  introdudlion 
of  the  moll  falutary  articles,  either 
as  provifion  or  medicines,  will 
generally  prove  unfuccefsful,  un- 
lefs  fupported  by  certain  rules  of 
living. 

On  this  principle,  many  years 
experience,  together  with  fome 
hints  I  had  from  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 

1  2  the 
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the    Captains    Campbell,    Wallis, 
and      other      intelligent     officers, 
enabled  mc    to    lay    down  a  plan 
whereby  all  was   to  be  condudied. 
The  crew  were  at  three  watches, 
except    upon    fome    extraordinary 
occaiions.      By    this    means    they 
were   not  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
weather  as    if  they  had    been    at 
watch  and  watch  ;    and  they  had 
generally  dry  cloaths  to  (>tift  them- 
felves  when   they  happened  to  get 
wet.     Care  was  alfo  taken   to  ex- 
pofe    them    as    little    as  poffible. 
Proper  methods  were  employed  to 
keep     their    perfons,    hammocks, 
bedding,    cloaths,  &c.     conftantly 
clean  and  dry.     Equal   pains  were 
taken  to  keep  the  (hip  clean  and 
dry    between    decks.       Once    or 
twice    a  week  (he  was  aired  with 
fires  ;  and  when  this  could  not  be 
done,  (he  was  fraoaked  with  gun- 
powder moiftened  with  vinegar  or 
water.    I  had  alfo  frequently  a  fire 
made  in  an  iron  pot  at   the  bottom 
of  the  well,    which  greatly   puri- 
fied the   air  in  the   lower  parts  of 
the  fhip.     To  this  and  clcanlinefs, 
as  well  in  the  (hip  as  amongfl  the 
people,  too  great  attention  cannot 
be   paid  ;    the   leaft  negledl  occa- 
fions  a  putrid  ofi'enfive    fmell  be- 
low, which  nothing  but   (ires  will 
remove  ;  and  if  thefe   be  not  ufed 
in  time,    ihofe   fmells  will  be  at- 
tended    with     bad     confequences. 
Proper  cace  was  taken  of  the  (hip's 
coppers,  fo    that    thley    were  kept 
conftantly  clean.     1  he  fat,  which 
boiled    out    of   the    fait  beef  and 
pork,  I  never  fu(Fered  to  be  given 
to    the    people,    as  is  cuflomary  ; 
being  of  opinion  that   it  promotes 
the  fcurvy.     I  never  failed  to  take 
in  water  wherever  it  was  to  be  pro- 
cured, even  when  we  did  not  feem 
to  ^aat  it  ;dbecaufe  I  look  upon 


frefh  water  from  the  (hore  to  be 
much  more  wholefome  than  that 
which  has  been  kept  for  fome 
time  on  board.  Of  this  e(rential 
article  we  were  never  at  an  allow- 
ance, but  had  always  abundance 
for  every  nece(rary  purpofe.  I  am 
convinced  that  with  plenty  of  frefh 
water,  and  a  clofe  attention  to 
cleanlinefs,  a  (hip's  company  will 
feldom  be  much  afHii-led  with  the 
fcurvy,  though  they  (hould  not  be 
provided  with  any  of  the  antifcor- 
butics  before  -  mentioned.  We 
came  to  few  places  where  cither 
the  art  of  man  or  nature  did  not 
afford  fome  fort  of  refrefliment  or 
other,  either  of  the  animal  or  ve- 
getable  kind.  It  was  my  (irft  care 
to  procure  what  could  be  met  with 
of  cither  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  and  to  oblige  our  people  to 
make  ufe  thereof,  both  by  my 
example  and  authority  ;  but  the 
benefits  ariling  from  fuch  refrelh- 
ments  foon  became  fo  obvious, 
that  I  had  little  occafion  to  employ 
either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Thefe,  Sir,  were  the  methods, 
under  the  care  of  providence,  by 
which  the  Refoluticn  performed  a 
voyage  of  three  years  ?nd  eighteen 
days,  through  all  the  climates 
fr{;m  52^  North  to  71°  South,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  man  only  by  dif- 
eafe,  and  who  died  of  a  compli- 
cated and  lingering  illnefs,  with- . 
out  any  mixture  of  fcurvy.  Two 
o'hers  were  unfortunately  drowned* 
and  one  killed  by  a  fall;  fo  that 
of  the  whole  numbe.  with  which  I 
fat  out  from  England  1  loft  only 
four.     > 

I  have   the    honour  to  be.  Sir, 

^  ■&€. 

£xtrafi  of  a     Letter  from  Captain 
Cock  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  Mart, 

dated 
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"  ^ateJ?\ymonih  Sound,  July  7, 
1776. 

I  ENTIRELY  agree  with  you, 
that  the  dearnefs  of  the  rob  of  le- 
gions and  oranges  will  hinder  them 
from  being  turni(hed  in  large 
quantities,  but  I  do  not  think  this 
fo  neceflary  ;  for  though  they  may 
affift  other  things,  1  ha.ve  no  great 
opinion  of  them  alone.  Nor  have 
I  a  higher  opinion  of  vinegar  :  my 
people  had  it  very  fparingly  du- 
ring the  late  voyage  ;  and  towards 
the  latter  part,  none  at  all  ;  and 
yet  we  experienced  no  ill  effeds 
from  the  want  of  it.  The  cuftom 
of  wafhing  the  infide  of  the  (hip 
with  vinegar  I  feldom  obferved, 
thinking,  that  fire  and  fmoke  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe  much  better. 


Remarks  on  the  foregoing  Paper, 
containing  a  Summary  of  the  Dif- 
covery  of  the  great  antifcorbutic 
Virtues  of  Wort,  by  Dr.  Mac- 
bride  ;  fivith  an  Application  of  the 
Principles y  on  ^ix-htch  theje  Virtues 
Hvee  fir  ft  attributed  to  Wort,  to 
other  ^vegetable  Preparations,  par- 
ticularly a  mofi  cheap  and  eafy 
Befer  ge  ujed  iviih  a  .azing  Suc- 
cejs  by  the  RulTians,  on  board  their 
Fleets  and  in  their  jails,  Uc.  and 
to  a  femilar  Mejs  adopted  luith  the 
fame  Succefs  by  the  Ct  ptai/t  of  en 
Englifh  Man  of  War.  From  Sir 
John  PringleV  Difcourfe  on  the 
Royal  So  iety*s  crowning  Captain 
Cook's  Paper  with  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley^ s  Medal. 

CAPTAIN  Cook    begins  his 
liil  of  Itores  with  malt :  *«  Of 


f*  this,"     he  fays,     *'  was    made 
**  fweet-wort,   and  given  not  only 
**  to  thofe  men  who  had   manifeft 
**  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy,  but  to 
**  fuch  alfo  as  were  judged  to  be  the 
*'  moft  liable  to  it."      Dr.  Mac- 
bride,  who  firll  fuggefted  this  pre- 
paration, was  led,  as  he  fays,  to  the 
dilcovery    by     fome     experiments 
that  had  been  laid  befoie  this  So- 
ciety ;    by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the    air    produced     by    alimentary 
fermentation  was  endowed  with  a 
power    of  corredling  putrefadion. 
The  fad  he  confirmed  by  numerous 
trials,  and  finding  this  fluid  to  be 
fixed  air,  he  jullly  concluded,  that 
whatever  fubftance  proper  for  food 
abounded  with  it,  and  which  could 
be     conveniently    carried     to    fea, 
would  make  one  of  the  beft  provi- 
/i:  ns  againit  the  fcurvy  ;  which  he 
then  confidered  as  a  putrid  difeafe, 
and   as    luch    to  be    prevented    or 
cured   by    that    powerful    kind   of 
antifeptic*.       Beer,    for    inftance, 
hath  always  been  efteemed  one  of 
the  beft  antifcorbutics  ;   but  as  that 
derived    all    its  fixed  air  from    the 
malt  of  which   it  is  made,   he  in- 
ferred,   that  malt    itfelf  was   pre- 
ferable in  long  voyages,  as  it  took 
up  lels  room   than    the  brewed  li- 
quo?-,     and     would     keep     longer 
found.     Experience  hath  fince  ve- 
rified   this    ingenious   theory,  and 
the  malt  hath  now  gained  fo  much 
credit    in    the    navy,     that     there 
only  wanted  fo  long,  fo  healthful, 
and  fo  celebrated  a  voyage  as  this, 
to  rank  it  among  the  moft  indif-    . 
penfable  articles  of  provifion.     For 
though    Captain     Cook    remarks, 
that    **  a  proper  attention  to  otiier 
**  things  mull  be  joined,  and  that 
**  he  is  not  altogether  of  opinion. 
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*  that  tb€  wort  will  be  able  to 
'  cure  the  fcurvy  in  an  advanced 
'  ftace  at  Tea  ;  yet  he  is  perfuaded, 

**  that  it   is    fufficient    to  prevent 

*  that  diftemper  from  making 
*'  any  great  progrefs,  for  a  con- 
*'  fiderable  time  ;"  and  therefore 
he  doth  not  hefitate  to  pronounce 
it  "  one  of  the  beft  antifcorbutic 
•*  medicines  yet  found  out*." 

This  falutary  gas,  or  fixed  air , 
js  contained  more  or  lefs  in  all  fer- 
mentable liquors,  and  begins  to 
oppofe  putrcfadion  as  foon  as  the 
working  or  inteiline  motion  com- 
mences. 

In  wine  it  abounds,  and  per- 
haps no  vegetable  fubftance  is 
more  replete  with  it  than  the  fruit 
©f  the  vine.  \i  we  join  the  grate- 
ful tafte  of  wine,  we  mult  rank  it 
Jiril  in  the  lift  of  antifcorbutic  li- 
quors. Cyder  is  likewife  good, 
with  other  vinous  produdions  from 
fruit,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of 
beer.  It  hath  been  a  conftant  ob- 
fervation,  that  in  long  cruizes  or 
diftant  voyages,  the  fcurvy  is  never 
feen  whilil  the  fmall-beer  holds 
out  at  a  full  allowance;  but  that 
when  it  is  all  expended,  the  dif- 
order  foon  appears.  It  were  there- 
fore to  be  wifhed,  that  this  moft 
wholefome  beverage  could  be  re- 
newed at  fea  ;  but  our  fhips  afford 


not  fufficient  convenience.  The 
Ruffians  however  make  a  (hift  to 
prepare  at  fea,  as  well  as  at  land, 
a  liquor  of  a  middle  quality  be- 
tween  wort  and  fmall-beer,  in  the 
following  manner.  They  take 
ground  malt  and  rye-meal  in  a  cer- 
tain proportion,  which  they  knead 
into  fmall  loaves,  and  bake  in  the 
oven.  Thefe  they  occafionally  infufe 
in  a  proper  quantity  of  warm  water, 
which  begins  fo  foon  to  ferment, 
that  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours  their  brewage  is  compleated, 
in  the  production  of  a  fmall, 
bri£k,  and  acidulous  liquor,  which 
theycall^//<?j,palatabletothemfelves, 
and  not  difagreeable  to  the  tafte 
of  ftrangers.  The  late  Y>x,  Mount- 
fey,  member  of  this  Society  f,  who 
had  lived  long  in  Rulfia,  and  had 
been  Archiater  under  two  fucceilive 
fovereigns,  acquainted  me  that  the 
quas  was  the  common  and  whole- 
fome drink  both  of  the  fleets  and 
armies  of  that  empire,  and  that 
it  was  particularly  good  againll  the 
fcurvy.  He  added,  that  ha/ipening 
to  be  at  Mofcow  when  he  perufed 
the  **  Obfervations  on  the  Jail- 
Fever,"  publifhed  here,  he  had  been 
induced  to  compare  what  he  read 
in  that  treatife  with  what  he  fhould 
fee  in  the  feveral  prifons  ot  that 
large   city  ;  but   to    his    furprize. 


*  H3,ving  been  favoured  \vith  a  fight  of  the  Medical  Journal  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ton,  furgeon  to  the  Rejolutiony  I  read  the  following  paflTage  in  it,  not  a  little 
ilrengthening  the  above  teftimony.  **  I  have  found  the  njjort  of  the  utmoft 
**  fervice  in  all  fcorbutic  cafes  during  the  voyage.  As  many  took  it  by  way 
**  of  prevention,  few  cafes  occurred  where  it  had  a  fair  trial  ;  but  thefe,  how- 
«*  ever,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  he  fufficient  to  convince  every  impartial  perfon, 
«*  that  it  is  the  beft  remedy  hitherto  found  out  for  the  cure  of  the  fea-(curvy  ; 
*'  and  I  am  well  convinced,  from  what  I  have  feen  the  ivcrt  perform,  and  from 
**  its  mode  of  operation,  that  if  aided  by  portable  foup^  four-krout^  /"S^^t 
**  f^g'^i  ^^'^  currants,  the  fcurvy,  that  mariiime  peltilence,  will  feldom  or 
•*  never  make  its  alarming  appearance    among    a    fliip's  crew,  on  the  longeft 

voyages,  proper    care  with   regard  to  cleanlinefs  and  provifions   being   ob-. 


•*  fervfcd." 
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after  vifiiing  them  all,  and  End- 
ing them  full  of  malefa£lors,  for 
the  late  emprefs  then  fufFered  none 
of  thofe  who  were  convided  of 
capital  crimes  to  be  put  to  death, 
yet  he  could  difcover  no  fever 
among  them,  nor  learn  that  any 
acute  dillemper  peculiar  to  jails 
had  ever  been  known  there. 
He  obferved  that  fome  of  thofe 
places  of  confinement  had  a  yard, 
into  which  the  prifoners  were  al- 
lowed to  come  for  the  air ;  but 
that  there  were  others  without 
this  advantage,  yet  not  fickly  :  fo 
that  he  could  affign  no  other  rea- 
fon  for  the  healthful  condition  of 
thofe  men  than  the  kind  of  diet 
they  ufed  ;  which  was  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  common  people 
of  the  country,  who  not  being  able 
to  purchafe  flcfh-meat,  live  moftly 
on  rye-bread,  (the  moll  afcefcent  of 
any  bread)  and  drink  quas.  He 
concluded  with  faying,  that  upon 
his  return  to  Peterfburgh,  he  had 
made  the  fame  enquiry'therc,  and 
with  the  fame  refult. 

Thus  far  my  informer:  from, 
whofe  account  it  would  appear, 
that  the  rye- meal  aflilted  both  in 
quickening  the  fermentation,  and 
adding  more  fixed  air  ;  fince  the 
malt  alone  could  not  fo  readily 
produce  fo  acidulous  and  briik  a 
liquor.  And  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  whenever  the  other  grains 
can  be  brought  to  a  proper  d  gree 
of  fermentation,  they  will  more 
or  lefs  in  the  fame  way  become 
ufeful.  That  oats  will,  I  am  fatis. 
fied,  from  what  I  have  been  told 
by  one  of  the  intelligent  friends 
of  Captain  Cook.  This  gentle- 
man being  on  a  cruize  in  a  large 
ihip  *,   in   the  beginning    of  the 


late  war,  and  thje  fcurvy  breaking 
out  among  his  crew,  he  bethought 
himfelf  of  a  kind  of  food,  he  had 
feen  ufed  in  fome  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, as  the  moil  proper  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  Some  oatmeal  is  put  into 
a  wooden  veflel,  hot  water  is  poured 
upon  it,  and  the  infufion  continues 
until  the  liquor  begins  to  tafte 
fourifh  ;  that  is  till  a  fermentation 
comes  on,  which  in  a  place  mo- 
derately warm  may  be  in  the  fpace 
of  two  days.  The  water  is  then 
poured  off  from  the  grounds,  and 
boiled  down  to  the  confiitence  of  a 
jelly  f .  This  he  ordered  to  be 
made,  and  dealt  out  in  meffes, 
being  firft  fweetened  with  fugar, 
and  feafoned  with  fome  prize-wine 
he  had  taken,  which  though  turned 
four,  yet  impioved  the  tafte,  and 
made  this  aliment  no  lefs  palatable 
than  medicinal. 

Cbfer'vations  on  the  Method  of  bury- 
ing the  Parijh  Poor  in  London, 
and  on  the  Manner  in  luhich  fomt 
of  the  capital  Buildings  in  it  art 
Con'IruSled  and  kept  ^  as  fwo  great 
Sources  of  the  extraordinary  Sick' 
linefs  "  and  Mortality y  by  putrid 
Fe-vers,  fo  fenfibly  felt  in  that 
Cafital',  luith  Hints  for  the 
Corredion  of  the/e  Enjils,  By 
nuho   figns    himfelf 


a    Gentleman 
Hygeia. 


the 
this 


THE  leafl:  attention 
mode  of  interment 
city,  particularlyof  the  bodiesof  the 
poor,  would  lead  one  to  confider 
it  as  a  principal  caufe  of  this  fpe*- 
cies  of  difeafe.  In  fome  burying, 
grounds,  near  the  centre  of  this 
metropolis,  the  graves  or  pits  for 
the  reception  of  the  poor  are  made 
*  The  Eflex,  a  feventy  gun  fliip. 
t  This  rural  food,  in  the  North,  is  called  ycowj, 

1 4  ,  fofficiently 
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fufficiently  wide  to  contain  3  or  4 
wooden  coffins  a-breaft,  and  deep 
enough  10  hold  twice  as  many  in 
depth  :  thefe  pits,  after  each  bu- 
rial, are  covered  with  a  few  loofe 
boards  and  a  little  mould  to  hide 
the  coffin  from  c<"mmon  view  ;  but 
they  are  never  filled  up  till  the 
whole  complement  of  corpfes  has 
been  interred.  When  this  is  done, 
a  fecor\J  grave  is  opened  upon  the 
fame  plan,  clofe  to  the  firft,  leaving 
the  fides  of  the  former  coffins  ftili 
expofcd  ;  by  which  means  thefe 
wholefale  receptacles  of  the  dead 
become  fo  ofFenfive,  as  frequently 
to  oblige  the  minifters,  and  others 
upon  funeral  duty,  to  iiand  at  a 
confiderable  diliance,  to  avoid  the 
flench  arining  from  them.  Barely 
to  mention  the  exiftence  of  a  nui- 
fance  of  this  kind,  rs  fufficient  to 
jfhock  every  man  of  refledicn  and 
huQ[ianity  ;  and  the  telHmonies  of 
numerous  writers  confirm  the  in- 
falubrity  of  fuch  a  practice*. 

As  much  as  poffible,  the  inter- 
ment of  dead  bodies  in  large  cities 
fhould  be  pfohibited  ;  and  the 
numerous    places  hitherto    appro- 


priated to  that  ufe,  fhould  be  con- 
verted into  lawns,  walks,  gardens* 
fquares,  and  luch  like  ufeful  and 
ornamental  objeds.  To  fuppiy  the 
defedl  of  burying-places  arifing 
from  this  change,  other  grounds 
fhould  be  chofen  at  proper  diftances 
and  on  the  north  fide  of  a  city,  as 
fouthern  winds  are  more  fultry,  and 
likely  to  convey  to  the  inhabitants 
aiTy  noxious  exhalations,  the  difFu- 
fion  of  which,  it  is  well  known, 
northern  winds  tend  rather  to  check 
than  to  promote. 

If,  however,  the  praftice  of  bury- 
ing the  dead  within  ihe  city  be 
continued,  fome  regulation  fhould 
.be  adopted  to  prevent  its  perni- 
cious effe<I5\s,  by  fixing  the  depth  of 
every  grave  at  five  feet  at  the  leafl, 
and  the  number  of  bouies  depofited 
in  each  to  two  at  the  moft,  and  in 
cafe  of  two  the  grave  fnould  be 
made  one  foot  deeper;  but  on  no 
condition  whatever  fhouid  anygrave 
be  left  open  after  the  interment  of 
a  corpfe. 

With  refpeft  to  vaults,  they 
fhould  be  difcouraged  as  perpetual 
fources  of  putrid  exhalations  ;  and 


*  '*  I  have  known  inftances  of  the  ho'pital  fever  beginning  in  a  ward  when 
there  was  no  other  caufe  but  one  of  the  men  having  a  m«  vtified  iimh." 

Prinde'^s  D'lfeaft  s  of  ihe  Army, 

Foreftus  fays,  **  he  was  an  eye  witnefs  to  a  piague  wmch  aroie  from  the  fame 
caufe." 

He  likewife  mentions  "  a  malignant  ftver  which  broke  out  in  North  Hol- 
land, occafioned  by  the  rottingof  a  whale  that  had  been  lett  upon  the  fliore." 
In  a  French  treatife  Sur  la  Pefte,  mention  is  made  of  '*  a  malignant  {t\^\  af- 
fefling  the  crew  of  a  French  ftiip,  upon  the  putreta<nion  of  fome  cattle  they  had 
killed  in  the  ifland  of  Nevis,  in  the  Weft-Indies." 

Diodoius  Siculus  mentions  **  the  putrid  fteams  arif.ng  from  the  bodies  of 
thofe  who  lay  unburied,  as  one  of  the  caufes  of  that  dreadful  diftemper  that 
broke  out  among  the  Carthaginians  at  the  fiege  of  Syracufe.'* 

Pringle  mentions,  "  amonglt  the  caufes  of  malignant  fevers,  burials  within 
the  towns,  and  the  bodies  not  laid  deep." 

Difeajts  of  the  Army.     See  alfo  Screta  de  Teh,  Caftror. 

Foreflus  mentions  *'  a  plague  that  r^^ed  at  Venice  in  his  time,  owing  to  the 
conuution  of  a  fmall  kind  of  iifli  in  that  part  of  the  Adriatic." 

See  alfo  Mead,  Sir  John  Colbatcht  &c, 

np 


PROJECTS. 


I2X 


no  tJpad  body  fliould  be  permitted 
to  be  depofited  in  a  vault,  unlefs 
inclofed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  well 
foldered  down. 

From  the  increafe  of  trade  in  this 
metropolis,  and  the  larger  and  more 
frequent  affemblies  of  people  at 
public  markets,  coffee- houfes,  and 
other  place,  of  bufinefs  and  amufe- 
ment,  it  is  probable  that  many 
perfons  fullain  confiderable  injury 
in  their  health.  The  Royal-Ex- 
change affords  a  ftriking  inltancc 
to  this  purpofe.  The  'change 
hours,  a  few  years  ago,  feldom 
exceeded  two  o'clock,  and  now 
three  is  confidered  as  the  time  of 
high  change.  1  he  crouds  of  peo- 
ple that  ufually  remain  at  this  place 
for  upwards  of  an  hour,  muft  cer- 
tainly be  pernicious,  of  which  every 
one  may  be  convinced  who  enters 
upon  full  'change  immediately  from 
the  frelher  atmofphereof  the  llreet; 
he  fjrels  the  former  not  only  much 
hotter,  but  alfo  fo  offenfive  as  to 
render  refpiration,  at  firlt,  fome- 
what  difficult.  Before  the  com- 
pany retire  all  the  gates  are  (hut, 
leaving  only  one  fmall  outlet  ;  and 
thus  the  air,  tainted,  and  ren- 
dered noxious,  is  pent  up  and  con- 
fined againit  the  evening,  when  the 
gates  are  again  opened  ;  and  vale- 
tudinarians, who  have  not  leifure 
to  go  into  the  country,  under  a 
notion  of  purchafing  a  mouthful  of 
frefh  air,  rufh  into  an  aimofphere 
loaded  with  human  effluvia,  which 
of  all  others,  when  become  vitiated, 
is  the  moft  dangerous  to  health  and 
life.  • 

To  this  place,  likewife,  many 
children  are  conduced,  particu- 
larly in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
to  breathe  the  aurora  matutina  ; 
but  inftead  of  that  falutary  regale, 
they  infpire  chiefly  the  faculae  of 


yefterday,  which  are  retained  under 
the  deep  piazzas  for  want  of  fitt 
ventilation. 

It  is  not  expefled  that,  by  thefc 
fuggeftions,  perfons  engaged  ia 
bufinefs  will  be  induced  to  avoid 
the  Exchange,  neither  do  I  think 
the  danger  exceedingly  imminent,  ^ 

as  the  pepper-vaults  under  this  edi- 
fice, and  the  regale  gentlemen  par- 
take of  in  the  neighbouring  coiFee- 
houfes,  muft  mutually  tend  to  ob- 
viate infedion  ;  but,  certainly,  id 
the  place  of  the  prefent  clofe  wood- 
en gates,  open  iron  gates  might  be 
fubllituted,  by  which  a  freer  cir- 
culation of  air  would  be  promoted. 
It  cannot,  however,  at  any  time,  be 
advifeable  to  frequent  this  place  for 
the  fake  of  falubrity  of  air. 

The  transfer  offices,  at  the  Bank, 
are  infalubrious,  not  only  from  the 
multitudes  of  people  who  daily 
croud  them,  but  alfo  from  their 
peculiar  conflru(5lion,  which  not 
having  fide  windoivs  and  common 
chimnies,  like  all  regular  and  wife 
buildings,  cannot  poffibly  admit 
that  free  circulation  of  air,  which 
the  health  of  the  people  who  are 
flatedly  employed  there  indifpen- 
fably  requires.  The  air,  alfo,  that 
iffues  from  the  fuperb  floves,  in- 
flead  of  conipenfaiing  for  the  want 
of  vital  air,  which  leems  to  have 
been  defigncdiy  excluded  from  thofc 
coltly  apartments,  ferves  only  to 
increafe  the  general  infalubrity,  by 
diftufing  the  pernicious  particles 
with  which  it  is  impregnated. 

Among  various  other  fources  of 
putridity,  may  be  included  levees, 
play-houfes,  public  exhibitions, 
kitchens  under  ground,  night  cel- 
lars, routs,  mafquerades,  and  noc- 
turnal revels  of  all  kinds.  Meet- 
ing houfes,  alfo,  being  ufually  built 
with  low  roofs,  muft  prove  perni- 
cious * 
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cious  to  the  health  of  many  indi- 
viduals, as  every  thing  that  de- 
ilroys  the  purity  of  the  air  debili 
tates  the  body,  and  conduces  to 
the  production  of  putrid  and  other 
difeafes. 

Illuminations,  and  the  vaft  in- 
fCreafe  in  the  ufe  of  lamps  and  can- 
idles,  muft  tend  to  impair  the  pu- 
rity of  the  circumambient  air,  as 
all  burning  bodies  have  the  pro- 
perty of  rendering  it  Icfs  fit  for 
jefpiration,  of  which  we  may  be 
convinced  by  thedifficulty  of  breath- 
ing over  a  charcoal  fire.  It  has 
been,  i  know,  a  general  received 
opinion,  that  fires  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  plagues,  and  pelHferous 
winds;  but  experience  in  London 
affords  a  llrong  proof  to  the  con- 
trary ;  great  fires  were  made  dur- 
ing the  ravages  of  the  plague  in 
this  city,  which  were  fo  far  from 
abating  it,  that  the  wc=ek  after  the 
general  conflagration  the  deaths 
were  almofi;  doubly  augmented  : 
there  is  reafon,  therefore,  to  con- 
clude, that,  as  burning  bodies  emit 
a  mephitic  matter,  large  fires  tend 
to  dcilroy  the  purity  of  the  ajr. 

In  this  city,  where  coal  fires  arc 
principally  ufed,  with  the  inflam- 
mable, mephitic,  and  other  mat- 
ters  thrown  out,  probably  an  acid 
is  decompofed,  and  exhaled  from 
the  fulphurin  the  coal ;  and  there- 
by certain  miafinat^,  of  a  putrid 
tendency,,  may  be  neutralised  ; 
but,  from  the  inftances  in  the  plague 
Ikbovementioned,  there  is  reafon  to 
preiume  that  the  injury  introduced 
into  the  atmofphere  overbalances 
the  good  effe(^s  arifing  from  the 
^cid  decompofition. 

One  ol  the  nioft  univerfal  and 
dangerous  channels  of  infedion,has 
its  lource  in  the  llate  cf  the  holpi- 
%&U  in  this  city,  which  are  ufually 


fo  contrived  as  to  be  peculiarly 
adapted  to  generate  contagion. 
From  twenty  to  forty  perfons  arc 
generally  configned  to  one  room, 
and  were  they  all  in  health,  it 
might  reafonably  be  fufpedted,  that 
the  breath  and  effluvia  from  fuch  a 
number  of  people  would  loon  ren- 
der the  air  unfit  for  reipiration, 
and  at  length  give  rife  to  difeafes 
of  the  putrid  kind  :  what  then  can 
be  expeded,when  as  many  patients, 
under  various  difeafes,  breathe  day 
and  night  in  oae  confined  apart- 
ment? 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Editor,  curfo- 
rily  mentioned  a  few  fources  of  in- 
jury to  the  health  of  my  fellow- 
creatures.  I  am  fgrry  that  want  of 
leifure  will  not  permit  a  more  mi- 
nute detail  of  thefe  and  other  caufes 
of  difeafe  ;  but  fliould  the  hints  I 
have  given  preferve  one  ufeful 
member  of  the  community,  it 
will  afford  an  ample  compenfation 
to 

HYGEIA. 
[Gentleman's  Magazine.^ 


Ea/y  Method  of  effe^ually  pre/er'ving 
Dead  Bodies,  as  pradijed  ky  the 
Capuchins  of  Palermo  in  Italy— 
From  a  Voyage  to  Sicily  and 
Malta,  by  Mr.  John  Dryden, 
Junior^  Son  to  Mr.  Dryden  the 
Poet. 

BUT  the  oddeft  and  moft  fur- 
prizing  fight  we  ever  behel4 
was  at  the  Capuchins,  about  fome 
half  a  mile  out  of  the  gate  that 
leads  to  Monreal,  where  one  of 
thofe  fathers  conduced  us  down 
into  a  long  crofs  vault  under  their 
church  and  convent.  Here  we  faw 
an  abundance  of  Capuchins  Hand- 
ing in  a  row  pne  by  another  again  ft 
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the  wall,  feemlngly  in  a  devout 
pofture ;  when  coming  nearto them, 
we  found  they  were  Co  many  dead 
men,  all  dry'd  up,  but  with  all  the 
flefli  and  fkin  on  their  hands  and 
faces  entire,  nor  were  the  nerves 
rotted.  This  wonderful  way  of 
preferving  their  dead  bodies  they 
perform  with  the  greatell  eafe  ima- 
ginable, only  by  extending  their 
dead  on  four  or  five  crofs  fticks, 
over  a  receptacle  or  fmall  place 
built  up  of  brick,  hollow,  and 
in  form  of  a  coffin  ;  and  fo  the 
dead  body  continuing  to  lie  thus 
extended  or  at  full  length  over  this 
hollow,  fupported  by  the  crois 
flicks,  vents  all  it's  corruption 
away,  and  in  a  year's  time  the  fkin 
and  flelh  remain  dry  on  the  bones: 
and  we  faw  feveral  flanding  up 
that  had  been  but  a  year,  with  an 
infcription  on  the  bodies  who  they 
were;  for,  notwithHanding  the 
bodies  were  all  clothed  in  Ca- 
puchins habits,  vet  an  abundance 
of  them  had  been  laymen  and  per- 
fon-v  of  the  bed  quality  in  Palermo; 
and  that  which  is  almoft  incredi- 
ble, the  faces  retained  fome  refem- 
blance  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
did  belong  ;  for  not  only  Mr.  Gif- 
ford  at  ,firft  fight  called  them  by 
their  names,  faying,  This  was  a 
very  honetl  fellow  and  my  broker, 
this  fuch  a  one,  and  fo  of  the  reft, 
but  the  father  who  led  us  down 
did  in  particular  point  to  one  of 
the  dead  bodies,  who  had  been 
a  Capuchin,  faying.  This  father 
was  a  very  handfome  comely  man  ; 
and,  indeed,  it  appeared  fo,  not 
only  below,  in  refped  of  the  other 
dead,  but  alfo  above  Hairs,  where 
he  ftivjwed  us  the  pi6lar<i  of  that 
dead  father,  which  he  did  to  con- 
vince us  that  the  dead  had  not  loft 


the  rcfemblance  of  what  they  had 
been  formerly  when  alive. 

Among  thefe  dead  bodies  there 
were  many  of  an  hundred  years 
ftanding,  which  were  sls  entire  as 
the  neweft,  and  you  might  handle 
their  faces  and  hands  without  da- 
maging them. 

This  way  of  preferving  the  dead 
among  the  living  is  eafy,  I  ima- 
gine, to  be  pradifed  in  any  coun- 
try ;  but  in  my  mind  it  is  hut  a 
very  melancholy  renewing  of  aa 
acquaintance  with  our  friends  to  fee 
them  in  this  poflure;  tho*  in  Ca- 
tholic countries  it  ferves  to  put 
thofe  who  come  to  fee  them  ia 
mind  of  praying  for  their  fouls. 
Mr.  Gifford  told  us.  that  he  had 
already  taken  a  place  for  himfelf  to 
Hand  in  among  cbe  dead  of  this 
vault. 

The  port u re  of  two  among  thofe 
dead  bodies  was  very  remarkable; 
the  one  on  it*s  knees,  with  it*s  arm^ 
extended,  and  hands  clofed,  as  at 
prayers ;  the  other  with  it's  arms 
quite  out  at  full  Itretch,  ftanding 
upright  in  porture  of  one  crucified. 
The  account  the  fatljkers  gave 
of  thefe  two  was,  that  they  had 
both  been  very  devout  in  their 
life-time;  and  that  the  body  of 
that  perfon  which  is  in  the  poflure 
of  a  crucifix  could  by  no  means  be 
altered  by  the  fathers,  who  had 
tied  down  the  arms  more  than 
once  when  the  corpfe  was  frefh,  and 
flill  found  it  foon  returned  to  that 
porture,  which  therefore  they  j  udg«d 
to  be  the  will  of  God  that  it  (houlc^ 
fo  remain,  fince  it  was  known  that 
perfon  had  been  a  grt-at  and  devout 
conrempUtor  of  our  Blefled  Sa- 
viour's paffion  :  the  fame  kind  of 
an  account  they  gavf  of  the  other 
body  in  the  ki^eling  poflure,  av«r. 
I  rin^. 
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Ting  that  they  found  it  raifcd  of  it- 
feir  in  that  falhion,  going  in  to 
vifit  the  bodies  that  lay  aventing  in 
the  clofe  vault,  which  they  open 
only  for  that  end,  or  to  put  in  a 
frelh  body. 


Some  Account  of  Mr.  Braidwood's 
Academy  in  Edinburgh,  for  the 
teaching  rf  Per/ous,  born  deaf  and 
dumb,  to  f peaky  nurite,  and  lead, 
'with  underftanding*  From  Mr, 
Pennant'i^Toar  into  Scotland. 

MR.  Braid  wood.  profefTorof  the 
academy  of  dumb  and  deaf, 
has  under  his  care  a  number  of 
young  perfons,  who  have  received 
the  Promethean  b^,eat,  the  divine 
itifiatus  ;  but  from  the  unhappy 
conftruclion  or"  their  organs,  were 
('till  they  had  received  his  inftruc- 
tions)  denied  the  power  of  utter- 
ance. Every  idea  was  locked  up, 
or  appeared  but  in  their  eyes,  or  at 
their  fingers  ends,  till  their  mailer 
inllrufted  them  in  arts  unknown  to 
us,  who  have  the  faculty  of  hear- 
ing. Apprehenfion  reaches  us  by 
the  groffer  fenfe.  They  fee  our 
words,  and  our  uttered  thoughts 
become  to  them  vifible.  Our  ideas 
cxprcfled  in  fpeech  llrike  their  ears 
in  vain :  Their  eyes  receive  them 
as  they  part  from  our  lips,  ll.ey 
conceive  by  intuition,  and  fpeak 
by  imitation.  Mr*  Braidwood  nrll 
teaches  them  the  letters  and  their 
powers ;  and  the  ideas  of  words 
written,  beginning  with  the  mod 
fimple.  The  art  of  fpeaking  is 
taken  from  the  motion  of  his  lips  ; 
his  words  being  uttered  flowly  and 
dillinftly.  Their  anfwers  are  flow, 
and  fomewhat  harfh. 

When  1  entered  the  room,  and 


found  myfelf  furrounded  with  num. 
bers  of  human  forms  To  oddly  cir- 
cumlUnced,  I  felt  a  foit  of  anxiety, 
fucli  as  1  might  be  fuppofed  to  feel 
had  1  been  environed  by  another 
order  of  beings.  I  was  foon  re- 
lieved, by  being  introduced  to  a 
iDoll  angelic  young  creature,  of 
about  the  age  of  thirteen.  She 
honoured  me  with  her  new-acquired 
converfation  ;  but  I  may  truly  fay, 
that  1  could  fcarcely  bear  the  power 
of  her  piercing  eyes :  (he  looked 
me  through  and  through.  She  foon 
fatistied  me  that  (he  was  an  apt 
fcholar.  She  readily  apprehended 
all  I  faid,  and  returned  me  anfwers 
with  the  utmoll  facility.  She  read  ; 
Ihe  wrote  well.  Her  reading  was  not 
by  rote.  She  could  cioath  the  fame 
thoughts  in  a  new  fet  of  words, 
and  never  vary  from  the  original 
fenfe.  1  have  forgot  the  book  Ihe 
took  up,  or  the  fentences  fhe  made 
a  new  verfion  of;  but  the  effedl 
was  as  follows : 

Original  paf age, 
liOrd  Bacon  has  divided  the 
whole  of  human  knowledge  into 
hiltory,  poetry,  and  philosophy, 
which  are  referred  to  the  three 
powers  of  the  mind,  memory,  ima- 
gination, and  reafon. 

Verjion, 

A  nobleman  has  parted  the  total 
or  all  oF  man's  iludy,  or  under- 
Handing,  into  an  account  of  the 
life,  manners,  religion,  and  cuf- 
toms  of  any  people  or  country, 
ve«rfe  or  metre,  moral' or  natural 
knowledge,  which  are  pointed  to 
the  three  faculties  of  the  foul  or 
fpirit  ;  the  faculty  of  remembering 
what  is  paft,  thought  or  concep- 
tion, and  right  judgment. 

Heft 
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I  left  Mr.  Braidwood  and  his . 
pupils  with  the  fatisfadion  which 
iruit  refulc  from  a  refledion  on  the 
utility  of  his  arc,  and  the  merit  of 
his^labours:  Who,  after  receiving 
under  his  care  a  being  that  feemed 
to  be  merely  endowed  with  a  hu« 
man  form,  could  produce  the  eii' 
*vina  particula  aura,  latent,  and, 
but  for  his  ikill,  condemned  to  be 
ever  latent  in  it ;  and  who  could 
rcilorc  a  child  to  its  glad  parents 
with  a  capacity  of  exerting  its 
rational  powers,  by  expreffive 
founds  of  duty,  lovre,  and  affeftion. 


The  rural  Induftry  and  Oeconemy  of 

the  Ch\nefe propo/ed as  an  Example 
to  all  the  other  Nations  of  the  Uni- 
fuerfe,  hj  the  Abbe  Raynal^Fro/« 
that  Gentleman's  Philofophical  and 
Political  Hijiory,  (*ff . 

IN  a  country  where  the  govern- 
ment is  fo  ancient,  we  may 
every  where  expedl  to  find  deep 
traces  of  the  continued  force  of  in- 
duftry. Its  roads  have  been  level- 
led with  the  cxadeft  care  ;  and,  in 
general,  have  no  greater  declivity 
than  is  neceffary  to  faciliiate  the 
watering  of  the  land,  which  they 
confider,  with  reafon,  as  one  of 
the  greatefl  helps  in  agriculture. 
They  have  but  few,  even  of  the 
moll  ufeful  trees,  as  their  fruits 
would  rob  the  corn  of  its  nourifh- 
ment.  Theie  are  gardens,  it  is 
true,  interfperfed  with  flowers,  fine 
turf,  ftirubberies,  and  fountains ; 
but  however  agreeable  thefe  fcenes 
might  be  to  an  idle  fpeftator,  they 
feem  to  be  concealed  and  removed 
fiom  the  public  eye,  as  if  the  own- 
ers were  afraid  of  Ihewing  how 
iTJuch  their  amufements  had  en- 
croached upon  the  foil  that  ought 


to  be  cultivated  for  the  fupport  of 
life.  They  have  no  parks  or  ex- 
tenfive  forerts,  which  are  not  near 
fo  ferviceable  to  mankind  by  the 
wood  they  furnifh,  as  prejudicial 
by  preventing  agriculture;  and 
while  they  contribute  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  great  by  the  beafts  that 
range  in  them,  prove  a  real  mis- 
fortune to  the  hufbandman.  In 
China,  the  beauty  of  a  country- 
feat  confifts  in  its  being  happily 
fituated,  furrounded  with  an  agree- 
able variety  of  cultivated  fields, 
and  interfperfed  with  trees  planted 
irregularly,  and  with  fome  heaps 
of  a  porous  ftone,  which  at  a  dif- 
tance  have  the  appearance  of  rocks 
or  mountains. 

The  hills  are  generally  cut  into 
terraces,  fupported  by  dry  walls. 
Here  there  are  refervoirs,  conftruc- 
ted  with  ingenuity,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  rain  and  fpring  water.  It 
is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  bot- 
tom, fummit,  and  declivity  of  a 
hill  watered  by  the  fame  canal, 
by  means  of  a  number  of  engines 
of  a  fimple  conftrudion,  which 
fave  manual  labour,  and  perform 
with  two  men  what  could  not  be 
done  with  a  thoufand  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  Thefe  heights  com- 
monly yield  three  crops  in  a  year. 
They  are  firft  fown  with  a  kind  of 
radilh,  which  produces  an  oil ; 
then  with  cotton,  and  after  that 
with  potatoes.  This  is  the  com- 
mon method  of  culture  ;  but  the 
rule  is  not  without  exception. 

Upon  moil  of  the  mountains 
which  are  incapable  of  being  cul- 
tivated for  the  fubfiftence  of  man, 
proper  trees  are  planted  for  build- 
ing houfes  or  Ihips.  Many  of 
them  contain  iron,  tin,  and  copper 
mines,  fufHcient  to  fupply  the  em- 
pire. The  gold  mines  have  been 
negleded. 
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jjegleiled,  either  bccaufe  their  pro- 
duce did  not  defray  the  expence  of 
working  them,  or  becaitfe  the  gold 
dult,  wafiied  down  by  the  torrents, 
was  found fufficient  for  the  purpofes 
of  exchange. 

The  fandy  plains,  faved  from 
the  ravages  of  the  ocean,  (which 
changes  its  bed  as  rivers  dc  their 
courfe,  in  a  fpacc  of  time  foexadly 
proportioned  to  their  different  mo- 
ments, that  a  fmall  encroachment 
of  the  fea  caufes  a  thoufand  revo- 
lutions on  the  furface  of  ihe  globe) 
form,  at  this  day,  the  provinces 
of  Nankin  and  Tchekiang,  which 
are  the  fineft  in  the  empire.  As 
the  Egyptians  checked  the  courfe 
of  the  Nile,  the  Chinefe  have  re- 
pulled,  reftrained,  and  given  laws 
to  the  ocean.  They  have  re-united 
to  the  continent  tracts  of  land 
which  had  been  disjoined  by  this 
•lement.  They  ftill  exert  their 
endeavours  to  oppofe  that  over- 
ruling efleft  of  the  earth's  mo- 
tion, which  in  conformity  with  the 
celetUal  fyftem  drives  the  ocean 
from  call  to  well.  To  the  adion 
of  the  globe  the  Chinefe  oppofe 
the  labours  of  induftry  ;  and  while 
nations,  the  moll  celebrated  in 
hitlory,  have,  by  die  rage  of  con- 
quefl,  increafed  the  ravages  that 
time  is  perperually  making  upon 
this  globe  ;  they  exert  fuch  efforts 
to  retard  the  progrefs  of  univerfal 
devaluation,  as  might  appear  fu- 
pernatural,  if  daily  experience  did 
not  afford  us  itrong  evidence  to  the 
contrary. 

To  the  improvements  of  land 
this  nation  adds,  if  we  may  be  al- 
lowed the  expreffion,  the  improve- 
mentofthewarer.  The  rivers,  which 
communicate  with  each  other  by  ca- 
nals, and  run  under  the  walls  of  moft 
of  the  townsy  prefent  us  with  the 


profpe6toffloating  cities,  compofed 
of  an  infinite  number  of  boars  fiU 
led  with  people,  who  live  conftant- 
ly  upon  the  water,  and  whofe  fole 
employment  is  fifliing.  The  fea 
itfelf  is  covered  with  numberlefs 
veffels,  whofe  mafts,  at  a  diftance, 
appear  like  moving  forefts.  Anfon 
mentions  it  as  a  reproach  to  the 
filhermen  belonging  to  thefe  boats, 
that  they  did  not  give  themfelves  a 
moment's  intermiffion  from  their 
work  to  look  at  his  {hip,  which 
was  the  largeft  that  had  ever  an- 
chored in  thofe  latitudes.  But  this 
inattention  to  an  objed;,  which  ap- 
peared to  a  Chinefe  failor  to  be  of 
no  ufe,  though  it  was  in  the  way 
of  his  profeffion,  is,  perhaps,  a 
proof  of  the  happinefs  of  a  peo- 
ple, who  prefer  bufincfs  to  matters 
of  mere  curiofity. 

The  manner  of  culture  is  by  no 
means  uniform  throughout  this  em» 
pire,  but  varies  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  the  difference 
of  the  climate.  In  the  low  coun- 
tries towards  the  fouth  they  fow 
rice,  which  being  always  under 
water,  grows  to  a  great  fize,  and 
yields  two  crops  in  a  year.  In  the 
inland  parts  of  the  country,  where 
the  fituation  is  lofty  and  dry,  the 
foil  produces  a  fpecies  of  rice,  which 
is  neither  fo  large,  fo  well-taiied, 
or  fo  nourilhing,  and  makes  the 
huibandman  but  one  return  in  the 
year  for  his  labour.  In  the  northern 
parts  the  fame  kinds  of  grain  are 
cultivated  as  in  Europe,  which 
grow  in  as  great  plenty,  and  are 
of  as  good  a  quality  as  in  any  of 
our  moil:  fertile  countries.  From 
one  end  of  China  to  the  other, 
there  are  large  quantities  of  vege- 
tables, particularly  in  the  fouih, 
whc.'-e  together  with  fi(h  they  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  meat,  which  is  the 
general 
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^^heral  food  of  the  other  provinces, 
liut  the  improvement  of  lands  is 
univerCally  undcrliocd  and  attended 
to.  All  the  different  kinds  of  ma- 
nure are  carefb^jly  preferved,  and 
Ikilfully  dillributed  to  the  bell  ad- 
vantage ;  and  that  which  arifes 
from  fertile  lands,  is  applied  to 
make  them  flill  morp  fertile.  This 
grand  fyftem  of  nature,  which  is 
iullained  by  deftruu'tion  and  re- 
produdlion,  is  better  underftood 
and  attended  to  in  China  than  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world. 

A  phiiofopher,  whom  the  fpiric 
of  cbfcrvation  has  led  into  their 
empire,  has  found  out  and  ex- 
plained the  caufesof  the  rural  ceco- 
nomy  of  the  Chinefe. 

The  firft  of  thefe  caufcs  is  that 
charaderof  induftry  by  which  thefe 
people  are  particularly  dilUnguifh* 
ed,  who  in  their  nature  require  a 
]e{s  (hare  of  repofe.  Every  day 
in  the  year  is  devoted  to  labour, 
except  the  firlV,  which  is  employed 
in  paying  and  receiving  vifits  among 
relations ;  and  the  lall,  which  is 
facred  to  the  memory  of  their  an- 
cellors.  The  firll  is  a  fociai  duty, 
the  latter  a  part  of  domeftic  wor- 
Ihip.  In  this  nation  of  fages, 
whatever  unites  and  civilizes  man- 
kind is  religion  ;  and  religion  it- 
felf  is  nothing  more  than  the  prac- 
tice of  the  fociai  virtues.  Thefe 
foberand  rational  people  want  no- 
thing more  than  the  controul  of 
civil  laws  to  make  them  jull ;  their 
private  worfhipconfifts  in  the  love 
of  their  parents  whether  living  or 
dead  ;  and  their  public  worfhip  in 
the  love  of  labour;  and  that  labour 
which  is  held  in  the  moft  facred 
veneration  is  agriculture. 

The  generoiity  of  two  of  their 
emperors  is  much  revered,  who, 
preferring  the  interelU  of  the  iUte 
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to  thofe  of  their  family,  kept  their 
own  children  from  the  throne  to 
make  room  for  men  taken  from  the 
plough.  They  revere  the  me- 
mory of  thefe  hufbandmen,  who 
fowed  the  keds  of  the  happinefs 
and  ftability  of  the  empire  in  the 
fertile  bofom  of  the  earth  ;  that 
inexhauftible  fource  of  whatever 
conduces  to  the  nourifhment,  and 
confequently  to  the  increafe  of  man- 
kind. 

In  imitation  of  thefe  royal  huf- 
bandmen,  the  emperors  of  China 
become  hufbandmen  officially.  It 
is  one  of  their  public  funftions  to 
break  up  thegfound  in  the  fpring; 
and  the  parade  and  magnificence 
that  accompanies  this  ceremony, 
draws  together  all  the  farmers  iit 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  capita!. 
They  flock  in  crouds  to  fee  their 
prince  perform  this  folemnity  in 
honour  of  the  firft  of  all  the  arts. 
It  is  not,  as  in  the  fables  of  Greece, 
a  god,  who  tends  the  flocks  of  a 
king ;  it  is  the  father  of  his  peo- 
ple, who,  holding  the  plough 
with  his  own  hands,  Oiews  his 
children  what  are  the  irue  riches 
of  the  ftate.  In  a  little  time  he 
repairs  again  to  the  field  he  has 
ploughed  himfeff,  to  fow  the  (ted 
that  is  moll  proper  for  the  ground. 
The  example  of  the  prince  is  fol- 
lowed in  all  the  provinces ;  and 
at  the  fame  feafons  the  viceroys 
repeat  the  fame  ceremonies  in  the 
prefence  of  a  numerous  concourfe 
of  hu'lbandmen.  The  Europeans, 
who  have  been  prefent  at  this  fo- 
lemnity at  Canton,  never  fpeak 
of  it  wi:hout  emotion ;  and  make 
us  regret  that  this  feftival,  whofe 
political  aim  is  the  encouragemeat 
of  labour,  is  not  ellablilhed  in 
our  climate,  inllead  of  thai  num- 
ber of  religious  feails»  which  fecm 
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to  be  invented  by  idlenefs  to  make 
the  country  a  barren  vvalle. 


Rules  for  the  conJiru6iing  of  Wine- 
Cellars  ^  particularly  thoje  intended 
for  the  keeping  of  Wines  of  a  de- 
licate Texture  and  Flanjour ;  by  Sir 
Edward  Barry,  Bart.  From  that 
Gentleman's  Obfervations  hifto- 
rica],  critical,  and  medical,  on 
the  Wines  of  the  Ancients,  lately 
puhlijhed, 

TH  E  fize  of  the  cellar  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  wine  for  which  it  is  de- 
figned  ;  as  it  is  more  eafy  to  de- 
fend a  fmall  cellar  from  the  admif- 
lion  of  a  greater  quantity  of  the  ex- 
ternal air,  and  to  renew  it  occa- 
fionally,  than  one  of  a  larger  fize. 

The  fituation  ought  to  be  low 
and  dry,  therefore  not  on  any  great 
declivity,  where  the  undercurrents 
from  the  fuperior  ground  muft  al- 
ways keep  it  moift,  and  infedl  the 
air  with  its  putrid  exhalations  : 
this  communication  however  may 
be  prevented  by  intermediate 
trenches. 

A  fmall  anticellar,  built  before 
all  large  cellars,  would  be  a  con- 
iiderable  defence,  and  improve- 
ment to  them;  in  which  a  quantity 
of  wine,  fufficient  for  a  few  days, 
may  be  kept,  and  the  neceffity 
prevented  of  more  frequently  open- 
ing the  large  cellar,  and  admitting 
the  external  sir;  which  muft  al- 
ways in  fome  degree  alter  the  tem- 
perature of  it,  and  in  fudden,  or 
continued  great  heats,  or  frofts, 
may  be  particularly  injurious  to  the 
wine. 

It  is  ufual  to  cover  the  bottles  in 
the  binns  with  faw-duft ;  to  which 
I  ihould  prefer  dry  fand,   whofe 


denfity  is  much  greater.  I  faw  a 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  benefit 
arifing  from  an  intermediate  de- 
fence of  this  kind.  A  hoglhead 
of  ciarct,  which  had  been  lately 
bottled,  was  heaped  up  in  a  corner 
of  a  merchant's  common  large  cel- 
lar, with  a  view  of  removing  it 
foon  to  the  wine-cellar.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  load  of  fait,  from 
the  want  of  a  more  convenient 
place,  was  thrown  on  the  bottles, 
and  remained  there  feveral  months 
before  it  was  removed.  This  wine 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  much 
fuperior  to  the  wine  of  the  fame 
growth,  which  had  been  imported 
and  bottled  about  the  fame  time, 
and  had  been  immediately  placed 
in  the  wine-cellar.  The  large 
quantity  of  fait  formed  a  compadt 
vault  over  the  botttes,  which  in- 
tirely  defended  the  wine  from  the 
influence  of  the  air,  though  greatly 
expofed  to  it ;  and  probably  the 
coldnefs  of  the  fait  contributed  to  ,J 
this  improvement.  'J 

The  ancients  certainly  more  ef- 
feftually  preferved  their  wine  in 
larger  earthen  vefiiels  pitched  ex- 
ternally, than  we  can  in  our  bot- 
tles, as  they  are  more  capable, 
from  their  fuperior  denfity  and  ca- 
pacity, of  refilling  the  frequent 
changes  in  the  air ;  and  it  is  a 
common  obfervation,  thatthe  wine,  f 
received  into  bottles  which  contain 
two  quarts,  proves  better  than  that 
which  had  been  kept  in  finglc 
quarts. 

It  appears  to  me  very  probable, 
that  our  bell  modern  wines,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  a  delicate  texture, 
and  flavour,  may  be  more  efteftu- 
ally  preferved  in  earthern  vefieb, 
of  a  larger  fize  than  our  bottles, 
well  glazed  externally  and  inter* 
nally.      The  vcflels  of  this  kind;, 
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which  were  formerly  ufed  for  this 
purpofe,  were  j^itched  externally, 
and  lined  internally,  on  account 
of  their  being  porous,  and  imper- 
feclly  vitrified  ;  but  ourjartifts  are 
arrived  to  fuch  a  perfection  in 
this  article  of  manufactory,  that 
their  glazed  velTels  are  impervious 
to  the  air,  and  incapable  of  com- 
municaiing  any  bad  taile  to  any 
liquors  contained  in  them  ;  how- 
ever, pitching  them  externally 
would  be  a  greater  defence,  cfpe- 
cially  when  the  glazing  is  not 
equally  firm.  .  • 

The  largeft  veflel  in  which  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  ufually  kept 
their  wines  in  the  vaults,  was  the 
/\mphora,  which  contained  ten 
gallons,  or  eighty  Roman  pounds. 
The  Urna  contained  half  that 
quantity.  Several  others  were  ufed 
of  an  inferior  fize,  and  gradually 
decreafing  in  the  fame  proportion. 
They  fometimcs  varied  from  this 
general  rule,  and  made  them  of  a 
finer  earth,  ornamented  with  diffe- 
rent figures. 

The  form  and  capacity  of  thefe 
veffels  is  well  known,  and  feems 
well  adapted  to  the  intention  of 
them.  They  were  regularly  ranged 
in  the  cellar ;  and  as  their  capa- 
city gradually  decreafed  to  the  bot- 
tom, whenever  any  lees  had  fub- 
fidcd  there,  on  removing  the  veifel 
they  were  lefs  apt  to  rife  and  mix 
v/ith  the  wine,  than  when  con- 
tained in  bottles  ;  the  furface  at 
the  bottom  being  fo  much  greater 
in  them,  and  the  quantity  of  wine 
which  they  contain  fo  much  lefs. 
The  wine  was  drawn  from  them 
by  a  fyphon,  and  the  opening  at 
the  upper  part  fo  large  that  they 
were  eafily  cleanfed  ;  and  the  fize 
of  the  cork,  well  pitched,  was  a 
more  effedlual  defence  than  our 
final]  corks. 

Vol.  XIX, 
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In  fuch  habitations,  where  no 
vaults  have  been  made,  or  can  be 
conveniently  conftruCled,  an  arti- 
ficial wine-cellar  may  be  eafily  con- 
trived, which  may  perhaps  more 
efFedlually  preferve  the  wine  from 
the  variations  of  the  external  air, 
than  the  common  vaults,  which 
are  liable  to  many  defeats.  Thefe 
may  be  prevented,  by  burying 
thefe  earthen  vefTels  in  cavities 
made  in  the  ground,  exaflly  adapted 
to  the  fize  and  form  of  them, 
which  may  be  lined  with  brick,  or 
flate  ;  and  fo  deep,  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  veflel  lodged  in  them 
be,  at  leaft,  a  foot  and  a  half 
lower  than  the  furface  of  the 
grourrd  :  the  intermediate  fpace 
might  be  filled  up  with  dry  fand, 
over  which  a  leaden  cover  may  be 
placed  to  mark  the  fize  of  the  vef- 
fel,  and  the  time  when  it  was  bu* 
ried  there, 

I  am  fenfible  that  this  plan, 
which  I  have  only  Iketched  ouf  in 
a  fuperficial  view,  is  very  imper- 
fedl,  aod  capable  of  many  im-v 
provements,  in  refpcft  to  the  form 
and  capacity  of  the  veifels,  and  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  com- 
pofed.  The  form  and  fize  of  the 
Amphora  may  be  a  proper  one, 
when  a  great  quantity  of  wine  is 
depofited  in  large  cellars.  A  hog- 
(head  of  wine  may  be  received  into 
ten  veifels,  each  of  which  contains 
fomewhat  more  than  two  dozen  of 
our  quarts  ;  neither  would  twenty 
of  half  their  capacity  take  up  any 
confiderable  fpace  in  a  vault,  or 
when  buried  under  ground  in  any 
convenient  ground-floor.  When- 
ever any  veffel  is  taken  up  for  ufe, 
it  may  be  fufpended  on  Oic  fide  of 
the  cellar  or  anti-cellar,  and  the 
quantity  of  wine,  which  is  occa- 
iionally  wanted,  drawn  o^  by  a 
fyphon.  ,  It  was  ufual  to  pour  a 
K  fmall 
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fmall  quantity  of  oil  over  the  wine, 
efpecially  when  the  pitched  cork 
was  removed,  and  it  was  defigned 
for  immediate  ufe  ;  which,  fpread- 
ing  over  its  furface,  preferved  it 
equally  frelh,  during  the  time  of 
drinking  it. 

Thefe  veflels  would  be  lefs  ex- 
penfive,  and  more  durable  than 
bottles,  and  lefs  liable  to  frequent 
frauds,  and  a  confidetable  wafte  of 
the  wine,  when  decanted  from  bot- 
tles, in  which  a  fediment  had  fub- 
fided.  But  thefe  confiderations  are 
of  another  kind  :  my  intention  is 
only  to  preferve  the  wine  in  a  more 
healthy  and  £rm  flate* 


An  Account  of  federal  Trials  made  on 
a  Boat,  or  Sloop  ^  Jit  for  inland  Na- 
*uigationt  coajiing  Voyages  ^  and 
Jhort  Pajfages  by  Sea,  nvhich  is 
not,  like  ordinary  Vejfels,  liable  to 
he  overfet  or  funk  by  Winds, 
Wa<ves,  Water  -  Spouts,  or  too 
hea'vy  a  Load ;  contri'ved  and  con- 
Jiruiled  by  Monjieur  Bernieres, 
DireSlor  of  the  Bridges  and  Caufe- 
nvays  in  France,  ^r .  ISc. 

SOME  of  thefe  trials  were  made 
on  the  firft  of  Auguft  of  the 
prefent  year,  at  the  gate  of  the  in- 
valids in  Paris,  in  the  prefence  of 
th6  provoft  of  the  merchants,  of 
the  body- of  the  town,  and  a  nu- 
merous concourfe  of  fpedators  of 
lill  conditions. 

The  experiments  were  made  in 
the  way  of  comparifon  with  ano- 
ther common  boat  of  the  fame 
place,  and  of  equal  iize.  Both 
boats  had  been  built  ten  years,  and 
their  exterior  forms  appeared  to 
be  exadly  funilar.  The  common 
boat  contained  only  eight  men, 
i^ho  rocked  it,  and  made  it  incline 


fo  much  to  one  fide,  that  it  pr*- 
fently  filled  with  water,  and  funk  ; 
fo  that  the  men  were  obliged 
to  faVe  themfelves  by  fwimmingj 
a  thing  common  in  all  vefTcU 
of  the  fame  kind,  cither  from  the 
imprudence  of  thofe  who  are  in 
them,  the  flrength  of  the  waves 
or  wind,  a  violent  or  unexpeftcd 
fhock,  their  being  overloaded  or 
overpowered  in  any  other  way. 

The  fame  men,  who  had  juft 
efcaped  from  the  boat  which  funk, 
got  into  the  boat  of  M.  Bernieres, 
rocked  it,  and  filled  it,  as  they  had 
done  the  other,  with  water.  But, 
inftead  of  finking  to  the  bottom, 
though  brim  full,  it  bore  being 
rowed  about  the  river,  loaded  as  it 
was  with  men  and  water,  without 
any  danger  to  the  people  in  it. 

M.  Bernieres  carried  the  trial 
Hill  farther.  He  ordered  a  maft 
to  be  erefted  in  this  fame  boat, 
when  filled  with  water,  and  to  the 
top  of  the  maft  had  a  rope  fattened, 
and  drawn  till  the  end  of  the  malt 
touched  the  furface  of  the  river,  {o 
that  the  boat  was  entirely  on  one 
fide,  a  pofition  into  which  neither 
winds  nor  waves  could  bring  her; 
yet,  as  foon  as  the  men  who  had 
hauled  her  into  this  fituation  let 
go  the  rope,  the  boat  and  maft  re- 
covered themfelves  perfe<^^y,  in 
lefs  than  the  quarter  of  a  fecond  ; 
a  convincing  proof,  that  the  boat 
could  neither  be  funk,  nor  over- 
turned, and  that  it  afforded  the 
greateft  poffible  fecurity  in  every 
way.  Thefe  experiments  appeared 
to  give  the  greater  pleafure  to  the 
public,  as  the  advantages  of  the 
difcovery  are  rot  only  fb  fenfible, 
but  of  the  firfl  importance  to  man- 
kind. 

A  boat  of  the  fame  fort  had  been 

tried,  Oclober  il,  1771,31  Choify, 

before  Lewis  XV.  and  his  prefent 

maj-fty. 
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triajefty,  then  Dauphin,  &c.  to 
(vhom  M.  Bernieres,  as  much  di- 
ftinguiflied  by  his  difintereltednefs 
and  his  virtues  as  a  citizen;  as  by 
his  inventive  genius,  rererfed  for 
the  fatisfaftory  refult  of  the  experi* 
mcnts. 

In  confequence  of  the  above 
trials,  the  prOvoftof  the  merchants, 
and  the  corporation  of  Paris,  at 
their  meeting  on  the  2cth  of  Sep- 
tember, gave  the  Sieur  de  Bernieres 
permiflion  to  eftablifh  his  boats  on 
the  river  Seine,  at  the  port  near 
Pont-Royal  ;  and  moreover  pro- 
mifed  him  all  the  protedion  and 
encouragement  in  their  power. 
And  the  Sieur  de  Bernieres,  on 
his  fide,  propofes  to  filpply  the 
public  with  a  certain  number  of 
thefe  boats  before  th^  end  of  the 
next  year. 

The  known  humanity  of  the 
inventor  warrants  the  pleafing  be* 
lief,  that  this  very  capital  difco- 
very  will  nfeither  be  unneceflarily 
concealed,  nor  illiberally  reftrifted. 
It  is  due  to  mankind  ;  and  we  doubt 
not  but  that  its  importance  will 
be  enhanced  by  an  early,  free,  and 
txtenfive  communication. 

In  England  efpecially,  where  fo 
much  bufinefs  of  every  kind  is 
tran fatted  on  the  water,  we  mul^ 
more  anxioufly  wifh  to  derivfe,  from 
the  ingenuity  and  benevolence  of 
the  bieur  Bernieres,  a  comfortable 
refource  againll  the  many  diftre/T- 
fui  and  dangerous  accidents  to 
which  we  arc  perpetually  expofed. 


9' he  Effeas  of"  rifling  Gun- barrels, 
and  feathering  Arro^uoSy  afcertain- 
edf  and  accounted  for,  by  Mr. 
Emerfon.— — From  that  Gen- 
tUin.\n'i    MifccUanies,  or    Mif- 


cellaneous  Trcatlfes^  Iktily  puh* 
lijhed. 

IT  is  hardly pofTible  for  a  ball  to 
be  (hot  out  of  a  gun,  without 
its  rubbing  againft  one  fide  or  ano- 
ther of  the  barrel ;  and  the  fn^ion 
it  receives  by  that  means,  gives  it 
a  whirling  motion  round  an  axis, 
which  is  always  perpendicular  to 
the  axis  of  the  barrel,  or  to  the 
trad  of  the  ball.  The  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  one  fide  of  the  ball 
meets  with  a  greater  refiftarice  of 
the  air  than  the  other  fide  ;  and 
the  air  ading  obliquely  againlfc 
that  fide  with  the  greater  refiftance, 
will  force  it  to  move  towards  that 
fide  where  is  the  leall  refiftance  ; 
and  the  quantity  of  this  deviation 
will  be  as  the  difference  of  the  re- 
fiftance of  one  fide  above  the  other. 
And  confequently  the  ball  will  al- 
ways defledl  towards  that  fide  of 
the  barrel  where  the  fridlion  hap- 
pened ;  for  that  fide  of  the  ball 
being  retarded  in  its  motion^  meets 
with  the  leaft  refiftance.  But  it  is 
impbflible  to  know  beforehand,  on 
which  fide  of  the  barrel  the  friftiori 
will  happen.  But  when  the  ftiot  is 
over  one  may  nearly  determine  on 
which  fide  it  was.  For  if  the  (hot 
be  over  the  mark,  it  is  on  the  up- 
per fide;  if  (hort,  on  the  under 
one.  If  on  the  right  or  left,  it  Js 
on  the  right  or  left  fide  refpec- 
tively.  And  befides,  this  trail  of 
deviation  muft  be  a  curve  line. 
For  as  this  difturbing  force  is  con- 
tinual, tytry  fucceeding  part  of 
the  trad  will  deviate  (the  fame 
way)  from  the  former  part ;  whicli 
is  the  nature  of  a  curve  line. 

I    have    been    long   acquainted 

with    this   irregular  force  and  its 

effeds,    (yhich  / 1  found  by  fexpc- 

K  2  ilience 
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rience  when  I  ufed  to  praftife 
fhooting;  and  it  prefently  occurred 
to  me,  that  the  greater  refiftance 
on  one  fide  of  the  ball  was  the 
true  caufe  of  its  ^oing  out  of  the 
]ine  of  direftion.  And  to  fatisfy 
myfelf  about  it,  I  fufpended  a 
wooden  ball,  loaded  with  lead,  in 
a  ilring,  and  tied  it  to  a  tree  that 
hung  over  a  river,  that  it  might 
play  freely  in  the  llream  ;  and  no- 
ting the  place  where  it  refted,  I 
then  twifled  the  ftring,  by  turning 
the  globe  often  about,  and  putting 
it  into  its  former  place ;  it  refted 
but  a  little  while,  for  as  the  ftring 
began  to  untwift,  it  moved  gra- 
dually towards  the  fide  which  con- 
fpired  with  the  motion  of  the  water. 
And  being  at  its  furtheft  extent,  it 
refted  till  the  motion  began  to  di- 
miniCh,  and  then  it  came  gradually 
back  to  its  firfl:  place,  and  reiled 
there  till  the  motion  of  the  globe 
twifted  the  ftring  the  contrary  way  ; 
and  then  it  moved  to  the  other 
iide.  And  thus  it  made  feveral  vi- 
brations to  apd  fro,  till  the  motion 
was  fpent,  and  then  it  refted  in 
the  firft  place.  This  1  feveral 
times  repeated. 

1  alfo  tried  the  fame  in  a  ftrong 
wind,  with  the  like  fuccefs  ;    for 
the  ball  always  deviated  from  the 
'plane  of  the  wind's  motion  towards 
that  hand  where  it  was  leaft  refifted. 
Now  to  remedy  this  reflciElion, 
one  way  is,  to  ufe  bullets  that  are 
not  round,  but  oblong,  fomething 
like  a  flug.     But  then   they  ought 
to  be  turned  in  a  lath  or  throw, 
that  the  fore  end  may  be  regular, 
and  all  fides  alike,    that   the    air 
may  aft  equally  on  all  fides.,    Such 
a  body  as  this,  fhot  out  of  a  gun, 
cannot  by  fridion  be  made  to  re- 
volve about  an  axis,  and  therefore 
that  irregular  force  and  its  effedt 
will  be  prevented*  ■ 


Another  way  to  prevent  this  de- 
flexion is  to  make  the  guns  riHe 
bored;  thefe  rifled  barrels  are  made 
with  feveral  threads  of  a  fcrew 
running  fpiral  ways  on  the  infide 
of  the  barrel;  between  thefe  threads 
are  channels  cut  in  the  bore,  all 
which  muft  be  exaXly  parallel  to 
one  another,  and  make  about  one 
revolution  in  the  lengih  of  the 
barrel,  going  uniformly  about. 
The  number  of  thefe  threads  are 
different,  according  to  the  widenefs 
of  the  barrel. 

There  are  different  methods  of 
charging  thefe  pieces  :  one  is  this. 
After  the  powder  is  put  in,  they 
take  a  bullet  fomethl^^  bigger 
than  the  bore  of  the  gun,  and 
greafe  it  well,  and  puLting  it  into 
the  mouth  of  the  piece,  they  ram 
it  down  with  an  iron  hammer,  hol- 
low at  the  end  ;  in  ramming  down 
the  bullet,  the  fpiral  threads  enter 
and  cut  into  the  bullet,  and  caufe 
it  to  turn  round  in  going  down, 
and  being  (hot  out,  it  follows  the 
fame  diredion  of  the  rifles  ;  which 
caufes  it  to  turn  round  an  axis  pa- 
rallel to  the  gun's  bore. 

Another  way  is  to  charge  them 
at  the  breech,  where  there  is  a 
hole  to  put  in  the  powder  and  ball, 
and  then  a  fcrew  fcrews  in  to  iill 
up  the  hole.  But  fome  barreU 
fcrew  off  at  the  breech  to  be 
charged.  Thefe  guns  are  made 
ftronger  at  the  breech  than  com- 
mon ;  and  it  is  plain  they  can  only 
be  ufed  for  lead  bullets,  for  iron 
will  receive  no  imprellion. 

,  And  thus  a  bullet  ihot  out  of  a 
rifled  barrel,  befides  its  dired  mo- 
tion, gains  a  motion  round  the 
axis  of  the  gun,  by  which  the  re- 
fiftance on  the  forefide  of  the  bul- 
let will  be  the  fame  on  all  fides ; 
fox  if  it  /hould  be  greater  on  one 

part 
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part  than  another,  that  part,  by 
the  circular  motion,  is  prefently 
transferred  to  the  oppofite  fide, 
and  then  it  ads  the  contrnry  way; 
and  fuch  irregularities  reftify  one 
another  ;  (o  that  the  ball  will  al- 
ways go  right  forwards. 

This  may  be  explained  by  the 
motion  of  an  arrow  ;  for  if  an  ar- 
row that  is  not  feathered,  be  fhot 
from  a  bow,  its  motion  will  be 
very  irregular ;  for  if  it  be  the 
leaft  crooked  imaginable,  it  will 
move  towards  that  hand  where  the 
concave  fide  lies.  But  when  it  is 
feathered  truly,  to  give  it  a  circu- 
lar motion  and  mafee  it  fpin,  the 
concave  part  is  turned  every  way, 
fo  that  it  will  always  Hy  Itraight  for- 
ward. See  Exam.  36th,  big.  220, 
of  ray  Mechanics,  ^to. 

Bu:  in  your  common  guns  that 
are  not  rifled,  I  know  no  way  to 
prevent  that  deflection,  but  to  po- 
lifh  the  infide  of  the  barrel,  and 
oil  the  bullet  when  it  is  charged  ; 
for  by  this  means  the  friction  within 
the  barrel  will  be  made  as  fmall  as 
poflible  ;  except  you  chufe  to  fhoot 
with  an  oblong  bullet,  as  before- 
mentioned. 


jfn  eafy  and  effe^ual  Remedy  for  the 
Head-ach,  and  all eumt  I've  for  the 
Allhma.  From  Dr.  PercivalV 
Philolbphical,  Medical,  and  Ex.- 
peri  mental  Eflays,  lately  pub- 
lijhed. 

ON  the  19th  of  Oftober,  1774, 
a  phyfician,  rhe  Doftor  tells 
us,  was  afFcdled  with  a  fevere  head- 
ach  in  confequence  of  having  been 
difturbed  in  the  niglit.  At  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  he  took 
eighteen  drops  of  laudanum,  and 
immediately  afterwards  three  difiies 
of  very    llrong    coifee.     He    lay 


down  upon  the  bed,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  compofe  hlmfelf  to  fleep. 
His  pain  abated  in  half  an  hour  ; 
and  in  an  hour  was  entirely  re- 
moved :  but  he  felt  not  the  leall 
difpofuion  to  ileep,  although  he  is 
often  drowfy  after  dinner,  and 
fometimes  indulges  himfelf  ia 
ileeping  at  that  time. 

November  ill,  he  repeated,  on 
a  fimilar  occafion,  the  ufe  of  lau- 
danum and  cofTee  in  the  like  quan- 
tity as  before.  The  efFecls  were 
precifely  the  famt;  eafe  from  pain, 
but  no  difpolition  to  fleep. 

Nov.  1 6th,  he  took  eighteen 
drops  of  laudanum  when  under  the 
head-ach,  but  without  coHm^c.  The 
opiate  compofed  him  to  fleep  in  an 
hour  ;  but  did  not  entirely  remove 
the  pain  in  his  head,  Thefe  fafts 
confirm  a  remark  which  Dr,  Per- 
cival  made  in  a  former  volume, 
that  coff^ee  is  taken  in  large  quan- 
tities, with  peculiar  propriety,  by 
the  Turks  and  Arabians,  becaufe 
it  counterafts  the  narcotic  effedls  of 
opium,  to  the  ufe  of  which  thefe 
nations  are  much  addidled. 

The  Do(flor  then  informs  us, 
that  having  learned,  by  a  letter 
from  Sir  John  Pringle,  that  an 
ounce  of  the  bed  Mocco  coffee, 
newly  burnt,  made  immediatejy 
after  grinding  it,  and  taken  in  one 
difli,  without  milk  or  fugar,  is  the 
bell  abater  of  the  paroxyfms  of  the 
periodic  ailhma;  and  that  Sir  John 
Floyer,  during  the  latter  pait  of 
his  life,  after  the  publication  of 
his  book  on  the  afthma,  had  con- 
trived to-preferve  himfelf  from,  or 
atleaft  li/e  eafy  under,  thatdilbrder 
by  the  ufe  of  llrong  coffee;  he  had 
frequently  airefted  coffee  in  the 
ailhma  with  great  fuccefs.  The 
difh  may  be  repeated  after  the 
interval  of  a  quarter  or  half  an 
hour. 

K3  '  ANTf, 
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^fneral  State  o/"?^^  Roman  Empire, 
in  the  Height  of  its  Profperity, 
ivith  regard  to  the  Number  and 
Greatneji  of  its  Cities,  and  the 
eafy  Communication  hetijoeen  them 
by  Sea  and  Land,  From  The 
Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  by  Ed- 
ward Gibbon,  Efq^. 

WE  have  computed  the  inha- 
bitants, and  contemplated 
the  public  works,  of  the  Roman 
(Empire.  The  ohf^rvation  of  the 
jium^ber  apd  greatnefs  of  its  cities 
will  ferve  to  confirm  the  former, 
and  to  multiply  the  latter.  It  may 
not  be  unpleaiing  to  col  left  a  few 
fcattered  inftances  relative  to  that 
fubjeft,  without  forgetting,  how- 
ever, that  from  the  vanity  of  na- 
tions, and  the  poverty  of  language, 
the  vague  appellation  of  city  has 
been  indifferentlv  bellowed  on 
Rome  and  upon  Laurentum.  An- 
cient Italy  is  faid  to  have  contained 
eleven  hundred  and  ninety- feven 
cities ;  and  for  whatfoever  aera  of 
antiquity  the  exprclfion  might  be 
intended,  there  is  not  any  reafon 
to  believe  the  country  lefs  populous 
|n  the  age  of  the  Antonines,  than 
^n  that  of  R.omulus.  The  petty 
llates  of  Latium  were  contained 
^ithin  the  metropolis  of  the  em- 
f^^re,   by  whofe  fuperior  influence 


tbey  had  been  attradled.  Thofq 
parts  of  Italy  which  have  fo  long 
languilhed  under  the  lazy  tyranny 
of  priefls  and  viceroys,  had  been 
afHifted  only  by  the  more  toler- 
able calamities  of  war ;  and  the 
firft  fymptoms  of  decay,  which  they 
experienced,  were  amply  compen- 
fated  by  the  rapid  improvement? 
of  the  Cifalpine  Gaul.  The  fplen- 
dor  of  Verona  may  be  traced  in 
its  remains :  yet  Verona  was  lefs 
celebrated  than  x^quileia  or  Padua, 
Milan  or  Ravenna.  If.  The  fpi- 
rit  of  improvement  had  pafled  the 
Alps,  and  been  felt  even  in  the 
woods  of  Britain.  York  was  the 
feat  of  government,  and  London 
was  already  enriched  by  commerce. 
Gaul  could  boaft  of  her  twelve 
hundred  cities ;  and  though,  in  the 
northern  parts,  many  of  them, 
without  excepting  Paris  itfelf,  were 
little  more  than  the  rude  and  im- 
perfed  town  (hips  of  a  riiing  peo- 
ple ;  the  fouthern  provinces  imi- 
tated the  wealth  and  elegance  of 
Italy.  Many  were  the  cities  of 
Gaul,  Marfeilles,  Aries,  Nifmes, 
Narbopne,  Thoulpufe,  Bourdeaux, 
Autun,  Vienne,  Lyons,  Langres, 
and  Treves,  whofe  ancient  condi- 
tion might  fuftain  an  equal,  and 
perhaps  advantageous  comparifon 
with  their  prefent  flate.  With  re- 
gard to  Spain,  that  country  flou- 
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rifhed  as  a  province,  and  has  de- 
clined as  a  kingdom.  Exhauiled 
bv  the  abofe  of  her  ftrengch,  by 
America,  and  by  iuperrtiiion,  her 
pride  might  poflibly  be  confound- 
ed, if  we  required  fuch  a  lill  of 
three  hundred  and  fixty  cities,  as 
Plinv  has  exhibited  under  the  reign 
of  Vefpafian.  III.  Three  hundred 
African  cities  had  once  acknow- 
ledged the  authority  of  Carthage, 
nor  is  it  likely  that  their  numbers 
diminiftied  under  the  adminiltra- 
lion  of  the  emperors  ;  Carthage  it- 
felf  rofe  with  new  fplendor  from 
its  afhes  ;  and  that  capital,  as  well 
as  Capua  and  Corinth,  foon  reco- 
vered all  the  advantages  which  can 
be  feparated  from  independent  fo- 
vereignty.  IV.  Tne  provinces  of 
theEaft  prefent  the  contrail  of  Ro- 
man magnificence  with  Turkilh 
barbarifm.  The  ruins  of  antiquity 
fcattered  over  uncultivated  fields, 
and  afcribed,  by  ignorance,  to  the 
power  of  magic,  fcarcely  afford  a 
Ihelter  to  the  opprefled  peafant  or 
wandering  Arab,  Under  the  reign 
of  the  Cefars,  the  Proper  Afia 
alone. contained  five  hundred  po- 
pulous cities,  enriched  with  all  the 
gifts  of  nature,  and  adorned  with 
all  the  refinements  of  art.  Eleven 
cities  of  Afia  had  once  difputed 
the  honour  of  dedicating  a  temple 
to  Tiberius,  and  their  refpedive 
merits  were  examined  by  the  fe- 
nate.  Four  of  them  were  imme- 
diately rejeded  as  unequal  to  the 
burden  ;  and  among  thefe  was 
J^aodicea,  whofe  fplendor   is    ilill 


difplayed  in  its  ruins.  Laodicea 
collefted  a  very  confiderable  re- 
venue from  its  Hocks  of  ftieep,  ce- 
lebrated for  the  finenefs  of  their 
wool,  and  had' received,  a  little 
before  the  conteil,  a  legacy  of 
abovefourhundredthoufand  pounds 
by  the  teftament  of  a  generous  ci- 
tizen. If  fuch  was  the  poverty  of 
Laodicea,  what  mufthave  been  the 
wealth  of  thofe  cities  whofe  claim 
appeared  preferable,  and  particut 
larly  of  Pergamus,  of  Smyrna,  and 
of  Ephefus,  who  fo  long  difputed 
with  each  other  the  titular  primacy 
of  Afia.  The  capitals  of  Syria 
and  Egypt  held  a  ftill  fuperior 
rank  in  the  empire  :  Antioch  and 
Alexandria  looked  down  with  dif- 
dain  on  a  crowd  of  dependent  ci- 
ties, and  yielded,  with  reludance, 
to  the  majelly  of  Rome  itfelf. 

All  thefe  cities  were  connedled 
with  each  other,  and  with  the 
capital,  b^  the  public  highways, 
which  iffulng  from  the  Forum  of 
Rome,  travetfed  Italy,  pervaded 
the  provinces,  and  were  terminated 
only  by  the  frontiers  of  the  empire. 
If  we  carefully  trace  the  diftance 
from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to 
Rome,  and  from  thence  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  it  will  be  found  that  the  great 
chain  of  communication,  from  the 
north- weft  to  the  fouth-eaft  point 
of  the  empire,  was  drawn  out  ta 
the  length  of  four  thoufand  and 
eighty  Roman  miles*.  The  pub- 
lic roads  were  accurately  divided 
by  mile-ftones,  and  ran  in  a  direft 
}ine  from  one  city  to  another,  with 

very 


•  Tiie  following  Itinerary  may  ferve  to  convey  feme  idea  of  the  direflion 
\>f  the  road,  and  of  the  diftance  between  the  principal  towns.  I.  From  the 
wall  of  Antoninus  to  York  zzz  Roman  miles.  II.  London  127.  Ill,  Rhu<» 
tupige  or  Sandwich  67.  IV.  The  navigation  to  Boulogne  45.  V,  Rhelms  174. 
\|,  Lyon^330.    VJJ.  Milan  324.     VIII,  Rome  426,     IX.  Brundufium  360. 
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very  little  refpeft  for  the  obftacles 
cither  of  nature  or  private  property. 
Mountains  were   perforated,    and 
bold  arches  thrown  over  the  broadeil 
and  mofl  rapid  flreams.    The  mid- 
dle part  of  the  road  was  raifed  into 
a  terrace  which   commanded    the 
adjacent^country,  confilled  of  fei^eral 
Urata  of  fand,  gravel,  and  cement, 
and  was  paved  with  large  Hones, 
or  in  fome  places,  near  the  capital, 
with  granite.     Such  was  the  folid 
conftru3ioa  of  the  Roman  High- 
ways, whofe  iirmnefs  has  not  en- 
tirely yielded  to  the  effort  of  fif- 
teen   centuries.     They  united  the 
fubjei5ls   of  the   moft  diftant   pro- 
vinces by  an  eafy'  and  familiar  in- 
tercourfe  ;  but  their  primary  objed 
had  been  to  facilitate  the  marches 
of  the  legions  ;  nor  was  any  coun- 
try confidered  as  completely   fub- 
dued,  till  it  had  been  rendered,  in 
all  its  parts,  pervious  to  the  arms 
and   authority   of   the   conqueror. 
The   advantage   of  receiving    the 
carlieft   intelligence,  and  of  con- 
veying their  orders  with  celerity, 
induced  the  emperors  to  eftablifh, 
throughout  their  extenfive  domi- 
nions,   the    regular  inftitution  of 
pofts.     Houfes    were  every   where 
crefted  at  the  diftance  only  of  five 
or  fix  miles  ;    each  of   them   was 


condantly     provided     with     freih 
horfes,  and   by  the  help  of  thefe 
relays,    it  was  eafy    to  travel   an 
hundred  miles  in  a  day  along  the 
Roman  roads  *.     The   ufe   of  the 
pofts  was    allowed    to    thofe    who 
claimed  it  by  an  imperial  mandate; 
but  though  originally  intended  for 
the  public  fervice,  it  was  fometimes 
indulged  to  the  bufinefs  or  conve- 
niency  of  private  citizens  f.     Nor 
was  the  communication  of  the  Ro- 
man empire  lefs  free  and  open   by 
fea  than    it    was    by   land.     The 
provinces  furrounded  and  enclofed 
the  Mediterranean;   and   haly,  in 
the  (hape  of  an  immenfe  promon- 
tory, advanced  into   the  midil    of 
that  great    lake.     The    coafts    of 
Italy  are,  in  general,  dertitute  of 
fafe  harbours  ;   but  human  induftry 
had   corrected   the    deficiencies    of 
nature  :  and  the  artificial  port  of 
Oftia,  m  particular,  firuate  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tiber,  and  formed 
by  the  emperor  Claudius,    was  a 
ufeful  monument  of  Roman  great- 
nefs.     From  this  port,  which  was 
only    fixteen    miles  from    the    ca- 
pital,   a    favourable    breeie    fre- 
quently   carried    veiTels    in     ft-ven 
days  to  the  columns  of  Hercules, 
and  in  nine  or  ten  to  Alexandria 
in  Egypt. 


X.  The  navigation  to  Dyrrachium  40.  XL  Byrantium  711.  XIT.  An- 
cyra  283.  XIII.  Tarfus  301.  XIV.  Antioch  141-  XV.  Tyre  252. 
XVI.  Jerufalem  168.  In  all  4080  Roman,  or  3740  Englifh  miles.  Sec  the 
Itineraries  publiflied  by  Wefleling,  his  annotations  :  Gale  and  Stukeley  for 
Britain,  and  M.  Danvile  for  Gaul  and  Italy. 

•  In  the  time  of  Theodofiiis,  Coefarius,  a  magiftrate  of  high  rank,  went  poll 
from  Antioch  to  Conftantinople.  He  began  his  journey  at  night,  was  in  Cap- 
padocia  (165  miles  from  Anrioch)  the  enfuing  evening,  and  arrived  at  Con- 
ilantiaople  the  fixth  day  about  noon.  The  whole  diitance  was  725  Roman, 
or  665  Engliih  miles.  See  Libanius  Orat.  xxii.  and  the  Itineraria,  p.  572  — 
581. 

+  Pliny,  though  a  favourite  and  a  mlnifter,  made  an^  apology  for  granting 
poft  horfes' to  liis  wife  on  the  moft  Urgent  bufmefs,    Epift.  x.  j  21,  laz. 

A  general 
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A  general  Re*vie*w  of  the  Ri/et  Pro- 
gre/s,  and  Amount  of  the  Roman 
Re'venues. — From  Ihe  Hil^ory  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Ro- 
man Empire,  hy  Edward  Gib- 
bon, Efq. 

TH  E  fiegc  of  Veil  in  Tuf- 
cany,  the  firft  confiderabie 
enterprizc  of  the  Romans,  was  pro- 
traded  to  the  tench  year,  much 
lefs  by  the  ftrength  of  the  place 
than  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the 
befiegers.  The  unaccuLioraedhard- 
Ihips  of  fo  many  winter  campaigns, 
at  the  diltance  of  near  twenty 
miles  from  home,  required  more 
than  common  encouragements  ;  and 
the  fenate  wifely  prevented  the 
clamours  of  the  people,  by  the  in- 
ititution  of  a  regular  pay  for  the 
foldiers,  which  was  levied  by  a 
general  tribute,  aflefied  according 
to  an  equitable  proportion  on  the 
property  of  the  citizens*.  During 
more  than  two  hundred  years  after 
the  conqueft  of  Veii,  the  victories 
of  the  republic  added  lefs  to  the 
wealth  than  to  the  power  of  Rome. 
The  Hates  of  Italy  paid  their  tri- 
bute in  military  fervice  only,  and 
the  vaft  force,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  which  was  exerted  in  the 
Punic  wars,  was  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  the  Romans  themfelves. 
That  high-fpirited  people  (fuch  is 
often  the  generous  enthufiafm  of 
freedom)  cheerfully  fubmitted  to 
the  moft  exceffive  but  voluntary 
burdens,  in  the  juft  confidence  that 
they  ihould  fpeedily  enjoy  the  rich 
harveil  of  their  labours.  Their  ex- 
pedations  were  not  difappointed. 


In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  the 
riches  of  Syracufe,  of  Carthage, 
of  Macedonia,  and  of  Afia,  were 
brought  in  triumph  to  Rome.  The 
treafures  of  Perfeus  alone  amounted 
to  near  two  millions  fteriing,  and 
the  Roman  people,  the  fovereign 
of  fo  many  nations,  was  for  ever 
delivered  from  the  weight  of  taxes. 
The  increafing  revenue  of  the  pro- 
vinces was  found  fufficient  to  defray 
tjie  ordinary  cliablifhment  of  war 
and  government,  and  the  fuper- 
fluous  mafs  of  gold  and  filver  was 
depofited  in  the  temple  of  Saturn, 
and  referved  for  any  unforefeen 
emergency  of  the  ftate  f . 

Hiftory  has  perhaps  never  fuf- 
fered  a  greater  or  more  irrcrparable 
injury,  than  in  the  lofs  of  that  cu- 
rious regifter  bequeathed  by  Au- 
guftus  to  the  fenate,  in  which  that 
experienced  prince  fo  accurately 
balanced  the  revenues  and  expences 
of  the  Roman  empire.  Deprived 
of  this  clear  and  comprehenfive  ^ 
eftimate,  we  are  reduced  to  coileft 
a  few  imperfed:  hints  from  fuch  of 
the  ancients  as  have  accidentally 
turned  afide  from  the  fplendid  to  ^ 
the  mofl  ufeful  parts  of  hiHory. 
We  are  informed,  that,  by  the  con- 
quelt  of  Pompey,  the  tributes  of 
Afia  were  raifed  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of 
drachips  ;  or  about  four  millions 
and  a  half  rterling.  Under  the 
laft  and  moil  indolent  of  the  Pto- 
lomies,  the  revenue  of  Egypt  is 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  twelve 
thoufand  five  hundred  talents  ;  a 
fum'  equivalent  to  more  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  our  money. 


♦  See  the  4th  and  5th  books  of  Livy.     In  the  Roman  Cenfus,  property, 
power,  and  taxation,  wtre  commenfurate  with  each  other. 

t  See  a  fine   defcription   of  this  accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  in  Lucan's 
f  harialia,  1.  iii.  v.  155,  &c. 

but 
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liut  which  was  afterwards  confider- 
ably  improved  by  the  more  exad 
economy  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
increafc  of  the  trade  of  iEthiopia 
and  India-  Gaul  was  enriched  by 
rapine  as  Egypt  was  by  commerce, 
and  the  tributes  of  thofe  two  great 
provin^s  have  been  compared  as 
nearly  equal  to  each  other  in  value. 
The  ten  thoufand  Huboic  or  Phoe- 
nician talents,  about  four  millions 
ileFling,  which  vanquiflied  Car- 
thage was  condemned  to  pay  within 
the  term  of  fifty  years,  were  a 
flight  acknowledgment  of  the  fu- 
periority  of  Rome,  and  cannot 
bear  the  leaft  proportion  with  the 
taxes  afterwards  raifed  both  on  the 
lands  and  on  the  perfons  of  the  in- 
habitants, when  the  fertile  coaft 
of  Africa  was  reduced  into  a  pro- 
vince. 

Spain,  by  ^  very  fingular  fa- 
tality, was  the  Peru  and  Mexico  of 
the  old  world.  The  difcovery  of 
the  rich  wellern  continent  by  the 
Phoenicians,  and  the  opprefTion  of 
the  firaple  natives,  who  were  com- 
pelled to  labour  in  their  own  mines 
for  the  benefit  of  Ilrangers,  form 
an  exad  type  of  the  more  recent 
hiftory  of  Spanifh  America.  The 
Phoenicians  were  acquJtinted  only 
^ith  the  fea-coaft  of  Spain  j  ava- 
Tice,  as  well  as  ambition,  carried 
^he  arms  of  Rome  and  Carthage 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and 
almoft  every  part  of  the  foil  was 
jfound  pregnant  with  copper,  filver, 
and  ^old.  Mention  is  made  of  a 
mine  near  Carthagena  which  yield- 
ed every  day  twenty-five  thouiand 
drachms  of  filver,  or  about  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
Twenty  thoufand  pound  weight  of 
gold  was  annually  received  from 
the  provinces  of  Afturia,  Gallicia, 
and  Lufitaniu. 


We  want  both  leifure  and  mate- 
rials to  purfue  this  curious  inquiry 
through  the  many  potent  Hates 
that  were  annihilated  in  the  Ro- 
man empire.  Some  notion,  how- 
ever, may  be  formed  of  the  rev,e- 
nue  of  the  provinces  where  con- 
lidcrahie  wealth  had  been  depofited 
by  nature,  colleded  by  man,  if 
we  ohferve  the  fevere  attention  that 
was  directed  to  the  abodes  of  foli- 
tude  and  ilerility.  Augullus  cnce 
received  a  petition  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Gyarus,  humbly  pray- 
ing that  they  might  be  relieved 
from  one  third  of  their  exceffive 
impofitions.  Their  whole  tax 
amounted  indeed  to  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  drachms,  or 
about  five  pounds,  but  Gyarus 
was  a  little  ifiand,  or  rather  a 
rock,  of  the  i^g^an  fea,  deftitute 
of  frefli  water  and  every  neceflary 
of  life,  and  inhabited  only  by  a, 
few  wretched  fifhermen. 

From  the  faint  glimmerings  of 
fuch  doubtful  and  fcattered  iight^ 
we  ihould  be  inclined  to  believe, 
I  ft.  That  (with  every  fair  allow-;, 
ance  for  the  difi'erence  of  times 
and  circumilances)  the  general  in- 
come of  the  Roman  provinces 
couid  feldom  amount  to  lefs  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  our 
money  ;  and,  2dly,  That  fo  ample 
a  revenue  muft  have  been  fully  ade- 
quate to  all  the  expences  of  the 
moderate  government  initituted  by 
Augullus,  whofe  court  was  the 
modeft  family  of  a  private  fenator, 
and  whofe  military  eilablifhmeni: 
was  calculated  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,  without  any  afpirini^ 
views  of  conqueft,  or  any  ferious 
apprehenfion  of  a  foreign  irvvafion. 

Notwithftanding    the     fecminj 

probability  of  both  thefe  conclu- 

^ons,  the  latter  of  th&m  at  leaft  i} 

pofitiveljr 
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jjofitivelydlfowned  by  the  language 
and  condud  of  Auguftus.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  determine  whether,  on 
this  occafion,  he  afted  as  the  com- 
mon father  of  the  Roman  world, 
pr  as  the  oppre/Tor  of  liberty; 
whether  he  wiflicd  to  relieve  the 
provinces,  or  to  impoverifti  the 
fenate,  and  the  equeilrian  order. 
But  no  fooner  had  he  afTumed  the 
reins  of  government,  than  he  fre- 
quently intimated  the  infuHiciency 
of  the  tributes,  and  the  neceffity  of 
throwing  an  equitable  proportion 
of  the  public  burden  upon  Rome 
and  Italy.  In  the  profecution  of 
this  unpopular  defign  be  advance4> 
however,  'by  cautious  and  well- 
weighed  lleps.  Theintroduftionof 
cuftoms  was  followed  by  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  an  excife,  and  the 
fcheme  of  taxation  was  compleated 
by  an  artful  aflefTment  on  the  real 
and  perfonal  property  of  the  Ro- 
man citizens,  who  had  been  ex- 
empted from  any  kind  of  contri- 
bution above  a  century  and  a  half. 
I.  In  a  great  empire  like  that  of 
Rome,  a  natural  balance  of  money 
muft  have  gradually  eftablifhed  it- 
felf.  It  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  as  the  wealth  of  the  provinces 
was  attracted  to  the  capital  by  the 
Itrong  hand  of  conqueft  and  power; 
fo  a  confiderable  part  of  it  was  re- 
ftored  to  the  indullrious  provinces 
by  the  gentle  influence  of  com- 
merce and  arts.  In  the  reign  of 
Auguftus  and  his  fucceflbrs,  duties 
were  impofed  on  every  kind  of 
merchandife,  which  through  a 
;houfand   channels   flowed  to  the 


great  centre  of  opulence  and  lux* 
ury ;  and  in  whatfoever  manner 
the  law  was  exprefled,  it  was  the 
Roman  purchafer,  and  not  the  pro- 
vincial merchant,  who  paid  the 
tax.  The  rate  of  the  cultoms  va- 
ried from  the  eighth  tq  the  fortieth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  commo- 
dity ;  and  we  have  a  right  tp  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  variation  was  di- 
reded  by  the  unalterable  maxim* 
of  policy :  that  a  higher  duty  was 
fixed  on  the  articles  of  luxury  thaa 
on  thofe  of  neceflity,  and  that  the 
produdions  raifed  pr  manufa^ured 
by  the  labour  of  the  fubjeds  of  the 
empire,  were  treated  with  more 
indulgence  than  was  fhewn  to  the 
pernicious,  or  at  leaft  the  unpopur 
lar,  commerce  of  Arabia  and  In- 
dia *.  There  is  f^ill  extant  a  long 
but  iraperfed)  catalogue  of  eaftern 
commodities,  which  about  the  time 
of  Alexander  Severus  were  fubjeft 
to  the  payment  of  duties ;  cinna- 
mon, myrrh,  pepper,  ginger,  and 
the  whole  tribe  of  arpmatics,  a 
great  variety  of  precious  ilones, 
among  which  the  diamond  was  the 
mqll  remarkable  for  its  price,  and 
the  emerald  for  its'  beauty  f  :  Par- 
thian and  Babylonian  leather,  cot- 
tons, filk$,  both  raw  and  manu- 
fadured,  ebony,  ivory,  and  eu- 
nuchs. We  may  obferve,  that  the 
ufe  and  value  of  tliofe  effeminate 
ilaves  gradually  rofe  with  the  de- 
cline ef  the  empire. 

If.  The  excife,  introduced  by 
Augpftus  after  the  civil  wars,  was 
extremely  moderate,  but  it  was  ge- 
neral.    U  feldom  exceeded  one/^r 


V  See  Pliny  (Hift.  Natur.  1.  vi.  c.  13.  1.  xli.  c.  18).  His  obfervations, 
that  the  Indian  commodities  were  fold  at  Rome  at  a  hundred  times  their  ori- 
ginal price,  may  give  us  fome  notion  of  the  produce  of  the  cuitoms,  fmcc  that 
Original  price  amounted  to  more  than  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

f  ^  Thf  antients  ^ere  \\nacquainted  with  the  art  qf  cutting  diamonds. 
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cent. ;  but  it  comprehended  what- 
ever was  fold  in  the  markets  or  by 
public  auction,  from  the  moil  con- 
iiderable  purchafes  of  lands  and 
houfes,  to  thofe  minute  objeds 
which  can  only  derive  a  value  from 
their  infinite  multitude  and  daily 
confumption.  Such  a  tax,  as  it 
affefts  the  body  of  the  people,  has 
ever  been  the  occafion  of  clamour 
and  difcontent.  An  emperor,  well 
acquainted  with  the  wants  and  re- 
fources  of  the  ttace,  was  obliged 
to  declare  by  a  public  edift,  that 
the  fupport  of  the  army  depended 
in  a  great  meafure  on  the  produce 
of  the  excife. 

III.  When  Auguftus  refolved  to 
cftablifii  a  permanent  military  force 
for  the  defence  of  his  government 
againft  foreign  and  domeftic  ene- 
mies, he  inftituted  a  peculiar  trea- 
fury  for  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  the 
l-ewards  of  the  veterans,  and  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  war. 
The  ample  revenue  of  the  excife, 
though  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
thofe  ufes,  was  found  inadequate. 
To  fupply  the  deficiency,  the  em- 
peror fuggafted  a  new  tax  of  five 
per  cent-  on  all  legacies  and  inhe- 
ritances. But  the  nobles  of  jf-ome 
were  more  tenacious  of  property 
than  of  freedom.  Their  indignant 
murmurs  were  received  by  A  uguftus 
with  his  ufual  temper.,  He  can- 
didly referred  the  whole  bufinefs  to 
the  fenate,  and  exhorted  them  to 
provide  for  the  public  fervice  by 
ibme  other  expedient  of  a  lefs 
odious  nature.  They  were  divided 
and  perplexed.  He  infinuated  to 
them  that  their  obftinacy  would 
oblige   him    to  propofe   a  general 


land-tax  and  capitation.  They  ac- 
quiefced  in  filence.  The  new  im- 
pofition  on  legacies  and  inherit- 
ance? was  however  mitigated  by 
fome  reflrictions.  It  did  not  take 
place  unlefs  the  objed  was  of  a 
certain  value,  moH  probably  of  fifty 
or  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;  nor 
could  it  beexadled  from  the  neareft 
of  kin  on  the  father's  fide  *.  When 
the  rights  of  nature  and  property 
were  thus  fecured,  it  feemed  req- 
fonable,  that  a  ilranger,  or  a  di- 
ftant  relation,  who  acquired  an 
unexpefled  acceffion  of  fortune, 
(hould  cheerfully  refign  a  twentieth 
part  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate.' 

Such  a  tax,  plentiful  as  it  muft 
prove  in  every  wealthy  community, 
was  mort  happily  fuited  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Romans,  who  could 
frame  their  arbitrary  wills,  accord- 
ing to  the  dilates  of  reafon  or 
caprice,  witho-Jt  any  reftraint  from 
the  modern  fetters  of  entails  and 
fettlcments.  From  various  caufes 
the  partiality  of  paternal  affedion 
often  loll  its  influence  over  the 
ftern  patriots  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  difiblute  nobles  of  the  em- 
pire ;  and  if  the  father  bequeathed 
to  his  fon  the  fourth  parr  of  his 
edate,  he  removed  all  g'ound  of 
legal  complaint.  But  a  r:ch  child- 
lels  old  man  was  a  domellic  tyrant, 
and  his  power  increafed  with  his 
years  and  infirmities.  A  fervile 
crowd,  in  which  he  frequently 
reckoned  praetors  and  confuls, 
courted  his  fmiles,  pampered  his 
avarice, applauded  his  follies, ferved 
his  paffions,  and  waited  with  im- 
patience for  his  death.     The  arts 


*  As  the  Roman  law  fnhfifttd  for  many  ages,  the  Cogtiati,  or  relations  on 
the  mother's  fide,  were  not  cilled  to  the  fuccefiion.  This  harih  inftitution  was 
gradually  underinineci  by  humanity,  and  finally  abolilhed  by  Jullinian. 

of 
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of  attendance  and  flattery  were 
formed  into  a  moll  lucrative 
fcience,  thofe  who  profelTed  it  ac- 
quired a  peculiar  appellation,  and 
the  whole  city,  according  to  the 
lively  defcriptions  of  fatire,  was 
divided  between  two  parties,  the 
hunters  and  their  game.  Yet, 
while  fo  many  unjull  and  extrava- 
gant wills  were  every  day  dictated 
by  cunning,  and  fubfcribed  by  fol- 
ly, a  few  were  the  refult  of  ra-  , 
tional  elleem  and  virtuous  grati- 
tude. Cicero,  who  had  fo  often 
defended  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
his  fellow -citizens,  was  rewarded 
with  legacies  to  the  amount  of  an 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds ;  nor  do  the  friends  of  the 
younger  Pliny  feem  to  have  been 
lefs  generous  to  that  amiable  ora- 
tor*. Whatever  was  the  motive 
of  the  tellator,  the  treafury  claim- 
ed, without  diftindlion,  the  twen- 
tieth part  of  his  eftate ;  and,  in 
the  courfe  of  two  or  three  genera- 
tions, the  whole  property  of  the 
fubjcd  muft  hcve  gradually  pafTcd 
through  the  coffers  of  the  ftate. 

In  the  firll  and  golden  years  of 
the  reign  of  Nero,  that  prince, 
from  a  defire  of  popularity,  and 
perhaps  from  a  blind  impulfe  of 
benevolence,  conceived  a  wllh  of 
aboiilhing  the  oppreflion  of  the 
cuftoms  and  excife.  The  wifed 
fenators  applauded  his  magnani- 
mity ;  but  they  diverted  him  from 
the  execution  of  a  defign,  which 
would  have  dilTolved  the  ilrength' 
and  refources  of  the  republic.  Had 
it  indeed   been  polTible  to  realize 
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this  dream  of  fancy,  fuch  princes 
as  Trajan  and  the  Antonines  would 
furely  have  embraced  with  ardour 
the  glorious  opportunity  of  cbnfer- 
ring  fo  lignal  an  obligation  oa 
mankind.  Satisfied,  however,  vvitli 
alleviating  the  public  burden, 
they  attempted  not  to  remove  it. 
The  mildnefs  and  precifion  of 
their  laws  afcertained  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  taxation,  and  proteft- 
ed  the  fubje^l  of  every  rank  a- 
gainll  arbitrary  interpretations,  an- 
tiquated claims,  and  the  infolent 
vexation  of  the  farmers  of  the  re- 
venue. For  it  is  fomewhac  fingular, 
that,  in  every  age,  the  belt  and 
wifeft  of  the  Roman  governors  per- 
fevered  in  this  pernicious  method 
of  colleding  the  principal  branches 
at  lead  of  the  excife  and  cuf- 
toms-f. 

The  fentiments,  and,  indeed, 
the  fituation  of  Caracalla,  were 
very  different  from  thofe  of  the 
Antonines.  Inattentive,  or  ra- 
ther averfe  to  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  he  found  himfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  gratifying  the  in- 
fatiate  avarice,  which  he  had  ex- 
cited in  the  army.  Of  the  feveral 
impofuicns  introduced  by  Auguf- 
tus,  the  twentieth  on  inheritances 
and  legacies  was  the  moft  fruitful, 
as  well  as  the  mod  comprehenfive. 
As  its  influence  was  not  confined 
to  Rome  or  Italy,  the  produce  con- 
tinually increafed  with  the  gradual 
extenfion  of  the  Roman  City, 
The  new  citizens,  tTiough  charg- 
ed, on  equal  terms,  with  the  pay- 
ment of  new  taxes,  which  had  not 


•  See  his  epiftle?.  Every  fuch  will  gave  him  ,an  occafion  of  difplaying  his 
reverence  to  the  dead,  and  his  jiiftice  to  the  living.  He  reconciled  both,  in 
his  behaviour  to  a  fon  who  had  been  difinherrted  by  his  mother  (v.  1.) 

t  The  tributes  (properly  fo  called)  were  not  farmed  j  fince  the  good  princes 
often  remitted  many  millions  of  airears, 

affcacd 
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afFefled  them  as  fubjefts,  derived 
^n  ample  compenfaiion  from  the 
rank  they  obtained,  the  privileges 
they  acquired,  and  the  fair  pro- 
fpedl  of  honours  and  fortune  that 
ivas  thrown  open  to  their  ambi- 
tion. But  the  favour,  which  im- 
plied a  diftinftion,  was  loft  in  the 
jjrodigality  of  Caracalla,  and  the 
teluftarit  provincials  were  compel- 
led to  afTume  the  vain  title,  and 
the  real  obligations,  of  Roman 
citizens.  Nor  was  the  rapacious 
fon  of  Severus  contented  with  fuch 
a  meafure  of  taxation,  as  had  ap- 
tbared  fufficient  to  his  moderate 
predeceflbrs.  Inftead  of  a  twen- 
tieth, he  exa£led  a  tenth  of  all  le- 
jfacies  and  inheritances;  and,  dur- 
ing his  reign  (for  the  ancient  pro- 
J)ortion  was  reftbred  after  his 
death)  he  crufhed  alike  every  part 
6f  the  empire  under  the  weight  of 
his  iron  fceptre. 

When  all  the  provincials  be- 
came liable  to  the  peculiar  iinpo- 
fitions  of  koman  citizens,  they 
feemed  to  acquire  a  legal  exemp- 
tion from  the  tributes  which  they 
had  paid  in  their  former  condi- 
tion of  fubjeds.  Such  vvere  not 
the  maxims  of  government  adopt- 
ed by  Caracalla  and  his  pretended 
fon.  The  old  as  well  as  the  new 
taxes  were,  at  the  fame  time,  le- 
vied in  the  provinces.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  virtue  of  Alexander 
to  relieve  them  in  a  great  meafure 
from  this  intolerable  grievance,  by 
reducing  the  tributes  to  a  thirtieth 
part  of  the  fum  exaded  at  the 
time  of  his  accefilon.  It  is  im- 
pofllble  to  conjefture  the  motive 
that  engaged  him  to  fpare  fo  trif- 
ling a  remnant  of  the  public  evil ; 


but  the  no3fcious  weed,  which  had 
not  been  totally  eradicated,  again 
fprang  up  with  the  moil  luxuriant 
growth,  and  in  the  fucceeding  age 
darkened  the  Roman  world  witH 
its  deadly  Ihade,  In  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory,  we  (hall  be  too  often 
funimoned  to  explain  the  land-tax, 
the  capitation,  and  the  heavy  con- 
tributions of  corn,  v/ine.,  oil,  and 
meat,  which  were  exadted  from 
the  provinces,  for  the  ufe  of  th6 
coiirt,  the  aritiy,  and  the  capital. 


An  Account  of  the  Fall  of  Pal  my  rat 
under  Zenobia  ;  and  of  that  ac- 
compli jhed  Princefs  h  erf  elf,  and  her 
Secretary f  the  learned  and  Jub- 
lime  Longinus.  From  the  Hif- 
tory of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  by  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq^. 

AURELIAN  had  no  fooner  fe- 
cured  the  perfon  and  pro- 
vinces of  Tetricus,  than  he  turn- 
ed his  arms  againft  Zenobia,  the 
celebrated  queen  of  Palmyra  and 
the  Eaft.  Modern  Europe  has 
produced  feveral  illiilirious  women 
who  have  fuflained  with  glory  the 
weight  of  empire  ;  nor  is  our  own 
age  deftitute  of  fuch  dillinguiftied 
charadlers.  But  Zenobia  is  per- 
haps ^the  only  female,  tvhofe  fu- 
perior  genius  broke  through  the 
fervile  indolence  impofed  on  her 
fex  by  the  climste  and  manners  of 
Afia.  She  claimed  her  defcent 
from  the  Macedonian  kings  of 
Egypt,  equalled  in  beauty  her  an- 
ceftor  Cleopatra,  and  far  furpafled 
that  princefs  in  ch'aitity  *  and  v?- 


♦  She  never  admitted  her  hu(band's  embraces  but  for  the  fake  of  pofterity. 
tf  her  hopes  were  baiSed,  in  the  enfuing  month  /he  reherated  th«  ex  peri - 
«ttnet. 
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lour.  Zenobia  was  efteemed  the 
mod  lovely  as  wiell  as  the  moil 
heroic  of  her  fex.  She  was  of  a 
dark  complexion  (for  in  fpeaking 
of  a  lady,  tbefe  trifles  becO!ne  im- 
portant). Her  teeth  were  of  a 
pearly  whitenefs,  and  her  large 
black  eyes  fparkled  with  uncom- 
mon lire,  tempered  by  the  moll  at- 
tradlive  fweetnefs.  Her  voice  was 
ftrong  and  harmonious.  Her  man- 
ly underiianding  was  flrengthcned 
and  adorned  by  ftudy.  She  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
but  poflcfTed  in  equal  perfection 
the  Greek,  the  Syriac,  and  the 
Egyptian  languages.  She  had 
drawn  up  for  her  own  ufe  an  epi- 
tome of  oriental  hiftory,  and  fa- 
miliarly compared  the  beauties  of 
Homef  and  Plato  under  the  tuition 
of  the  fublime  Longinus. 

This  accomplilhed  woman  gave 
her  hand  to  Odenathus,  who 
from  a  private  ftation  railed 
himfelf  to "  the  dominion  of  the 
Eall.  She  foon  became  the 
friend  ^nd  companion  of  a  hero. 
In  the;  intervals  of  war,  Odena- 
thus paflionately  delighted  in  the 
ex-ercife  of  hunting  ;  he  purfued 
with  ardour  the  wild  beafts  of  the 
defert,  lions,  panthers,  and  bears; 
and  the  ardour  of  Zenobia  in  that 
dangerous  amufement  was  not  in- 
ferior to  his  own.  S'he  had  inured 
her  conflitution  to  fatigue,  dif- 
dained  the  ufe  of  a  covered  car. 
riage,  generally  appeared  on  horfe- 
back  in  a  military  habit,  and 
(cmetimes  marched  feveral  miles 
on  foot-  at  the  head  of  the  troops. 
The  fuccefs  of  Odenathus  was  in 
a  giea;  meafure  afcribed  to  her  in- 
comparable    prudence     and     for- 


14? 

titudfe.  Their  fplendid  vi£loaes 
over  the  Great  King,  whom  th-y 
twice  purfued  as  far*as  the  g^tes 
of  Ctejiphon,  laid  the  foundations 
of  their  united  fame  and  power. 
The  armies  which  they  command- 
ed, and  the  provinces  which  they 
had  faved,  acknowledged  not  any 
othei-  fovereigns  than  their  invin- 
cible chiefs.  The  fenate  and  peo- 
ple of  Rome  revered  a  llranger 
who  had  avenged  their  captive  em- 
peror, and  even  the  irifenrible  foft 
of  Valerian  accepted  Odenathus 
for  his  ligitimate  colleague. 

After  a  fuccefsful  expedition 
againft  the  Gothic  plunderers  of 
Afia,  the  Palmyrenian  prince  re-* 
turned  to  the  city  of  Emefa  in  Sy- 
ria, Invincible  in  war,  he  was 
there  cut  oft  by  domeilic  treafon, 
and  his-  favourite  amufement  of 
hunting  was  the  caufe,  or  at  leaft 
the  occafion,  of  his  death.  His 
nephew,  Maeonius,  prefumed  to 
dart  his  javelin  before  that  of  his 
uncle;  and  though  admonifhed  of 
his  error,  repeated  the  fame  info- 
lence.  As  a  monarch  and  as  a 
fportfman,  Odenathus  was  provok- 
ed :  took  away  his  horfe,  a  mark 
of  ignominy  among  the  barbarirnis, 
and  chaltifed  the  rafh  youth  by  a 
fhort  confinement.  The  offence 
was  foon  forgot,  but  the  punifh~ 
ment  was  remembered  ;  and  M no- 
nius, with  a  few  daring  affociates, 
afl'aflinated  his  uncle  in  the  midft 
of  a  great  entertainment.  Herod^ 
the  fon  of  Odenathus,  though  not 
of  Zenobia,  a  young  man  of  a 
foft  and  effeminate  temper  *,  was 
killed  with  his  father.  But  Mae* 
onius  obtained  only  the  pleafure  of 
revenge  by  this  bloody  deed.     He 


*  Odensthus  and  Zenobia  often  ftnt  hrm,   from  the  fpoih   of  the   enemy, 
prerent*  of  gems  aud  toys,  which  he  received  with  infinite  delight, 

had 
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had  fcarcely  time  to  aiTume  the 
title  of  Auguftus,  before  he  was 
facrificed  by  Zenobia  to  the  rae- 
mory  of  her  huJbnnd  |. 

Wirh  the  aflittance  of  his  moft 
faithful  friends,  fhe  immediately 
filled  the  vacant  throne,  and  go- 
verned with  manly  counfels  Pal- 
myra, Syria,  and  the  Eait,  above 
five  years.  By  the  death  of  Ode- 
nathus,  that  authority  was  at  an 
end  which  the  fenate  had  granted 
him  only  as  a  perfonal  dilHnflion  ; 
but  his  martial  widow,  difdaining 
both  the  fenate  and  Gallienus, 
obliged  one  of  the  Roman  gene- 
1-als,  who  was  fent  again  (I  her,  to 
retreat  into  Europe,  with  the  lofs 
of  his  army  and  his  reputation. 
Inftead  of  the  little  paifions  which 
fo  frequently  perplex  a  female 
reign,  the  fteady  adminiilration  of" 
Zenobia  was  guided  by  the  moft 
judicious  maxims  of  policy.  If  it 
was  expedient  to  pardon,  fhe  could 
calm  her  refentment :  if  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  puniih,  fhe  could  impofe 
filence  on  the  voke  of  piry.  Her 
ilridt  occonomy  was  accufed  of  ava- 
rice ;  yet  on  every  proper  occalion 
ihe  appeared  magnificent  and  li- 
beral. The  neighbouring  ftates  of 
Arabia,  Armenia,  and  Perfia, 
dreaded  her  enmity,  and  folicited 
her  alliance.  To  the  dominions 
of  Odenathos,  which  extended 
from  the  Euphrates  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  Bithynia,  his  widow  ad- 
ded the  inheritance  of  her  ancef- 
tors,  the  populous  and  fertile 
kingdom  of  Egypt.  The  Em- 
peror Claudius  acknowledged  her 
merit,  and  was  content,  that, 
while  he  purfued  the  Gothic  war, 
Jbe  ftiould  affert  the  dignity  of  the 


empire  in  the  Eall.  The  condufl, 
however,  of  Zenobia  was  attend- 
ed with  fome  ambiguity  ;  nor  is  ic 
unlikely  that  (he  had  conceived  the 
defign  of  erecting  an  independent 
and  hoRilc  monarchy*  She  blend- 
ed with  the  popular  manners  of 
Roman  princes  the  ftately  pomp  of 
the  courts  of  Afia,  and  exafted 
from  her  fubje6ls  the  fame  adora- 
tion that  was  paid  to  the  fucceffors 
of  Cyrus.  She  bellowed  on  her  three 
fons  a  Latin  education,  and  often 
fhewed  them  to  the  troops  adorned 
with  the  imperial  purple.  For  her- 
felf  fhe  referved  the  diadem,  with 
the  fplendid  but  doubtful  title  of 
Queen  of  the  Haft. 

When  Aurelian  pafTed  over  into 
Afia,  againit  an  adverfary  whofe 
fex  alone  could  render  her  an  ob- 
ject of  contempt,  his  prefence  re- 
itored  obedience  to  the  province 
of  Bithynia,  already  fhaken  by  the 
arms  and  intrigues  of  Zenobia. 
Advancing  at  the  head  of  his  le- 
gions, he  accepted  the  fubmiiTion 
of  Ancyra,  and  was  admitted  into 
Tyana,  after  an  obilinate  fiege,  by 
the  help  of  a  perfidious  ciazen. 
The  generous  though  tierce  temper 
of  Aurelian  abandoned  the  traitor 
to  the  rage  of  the  foldiers :  a  fu- 
perllitious  reverence  induced  him 
to  treat  with  lenity  the  country- 
men of  Apollonius  the  philofopher. 
Antioch  was  deierted  on  his  ap- 
proach, till  the  emperor,  by  his 
ialutary  edids,  recalled  the  fugi- 
tives, and  granted  a  general  par- 
don to  all  who,  from  neceflity  ra- 
ther than  choice,  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  fervice  of  the  Palmy- 
renian  queen.  The  unexpecled 
mildnefs  of  fuch  a  condud  recon- 


X  Some  v»ry  unjuft  fufpicions  have  been  caft  on  Zenobia,  as  if  flie  was  ac-- 
^effary  to  her  hufband's  death. 
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died  the  minds  of  the  Syrians, 
and,  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Emefa, 
the  wifhes  of  the  people  feconded 
the  terror  of  his  arms. 

Zenobia  would  have  ill  deferred 
her  reputation,  had  fne  indolently 
perniittcd  the  emperor  of  the  Weil 
to  approach  within  an  hundred 
miles  of  her  capitaj.  The  fate  of 
the  Eaft  was  decided  in  two  g-reat 
battles,  fo  fimilar  in  almoft  every. 
circumllance,  that  we  can  fcarcely 
diftinguilh  them  from  each  other, 
except  by  obferving  that  the  firft 
was  fought  near  Andoch,  and  the 
fecond  near  Emefa.  In  both,  the 
queen  of  Palmyra  animated  the  ar- 
mies by  her  prefcnce,  and  devolv- 
ed the  execution  of  her  orders  on 
Zabdas,  who  had  already  fignaliz- 
ed  his  military  talents  by  the  con- 
queft  of  Egypt,  The  numerous 
forces  of  Zenobia  confifted  for 
the  mod  part  of  light  archers,  and 
of  heavy  cavalry  clothed  in  com- 
plete fleel.  The  Moorifh  and  11- 
lyrian  horfe  of  Aurelian  were  un- 
able to  fuliain  the  ponderous  charge 
of  their  antagonifts.  They  fled  in 
real  or  aifedled  diforder,  engaged 
the  Palmyrenians  in  a  laborious 
purfuit,  haraffed  them  by  a  deful- 
tory  combat,  and  at  length  dif- 
comfited  this  impenetrable  but  un- 
wieldy body  of  cavalry.  The 
light  infantry,  in  the  mean  time, 
when  they  had  exhaufted  their 
quivers,  remaining  ^fithout  pro- 
tedion  againft  a  clofer  onfet,  ex- 
pofed  their  naked  fides  to  the 
fwords  of  the  legions.^  Aurelian 
had  chofen  thefe  veteran  troups, 
who  were  ufually  Rationed  on  the 


Upper  Danube,  and  whofe  valour 
had  been  feverely  tried  in  the  Alle- 
mannic  war.  After  the  defeat  of 
Emefa,  Zenobia  found  it  impoffi- 
ble  to  colled  a  third  army.  As 
far  as  the  frontier  of  Egypt,  the 
nations  fubjeft  to  her  empire  had 
joined  the  ftandard  of  the  con- 
queror, who  detached  Probus,  the 
braveft  of  his  generals,  to  poflefs 
himfeif  of  the  Egyptian  provinces. 
Palmyra  was  the  laft  refource  of 
the  widow  of  Odenathus.  She 
retired  within  the  walls  of  her 
capital,  made  every  preparatioa 
for  a  vigorous  refiftance,  and  de- 
clared, with  ths  intrepidity  of  a 
heroine,  that  the  laft  moment  of 
her  reign  and  of  her  life  ihould  be 
the  fame. 

Amid  the  barren  deferts  of  Ara- 
bia, a  few  cultivated  fpots  rife  like 
illands  out  of  the  fandy  ocean. 
Even  the  name  of  Tadmor,  or 
Palmyra,  by  its  fignification  in  the 
Syriac  as  well  as  in  the  Latin  lan- 
guage, denoted  the  multitude  of 
palm-trees  which  afforded  ftiad« 
and  verdure  to  that  temperate  re- 
gion. The  air  was  pure,  and  the 
foil,  watered  by  fome  invaluable 
fprings,  was  capable  of  producing 
fruits  as  well  as  corn.  A  place 
poflelTed  of  fuch  fingular  advan- 
tages, and  fituated  at  a  convenient 
diftance*,  between  the  gulph  of 
Perfia  and  the  Mediterranean,  was 
foon  frequented  by  the  caravans 
which  conveyed  to  the  nations  of 
Europe  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
rich  commodities  of  India.  Pal- 
myra infenfibly  increafed  into  an 
opulent  and  independent  city,  and 


*  It  was  five  hundred  and  thirty-feven  miles  frora  Seleucia,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  three  from  the  nearcft  coaft  of  Syria,  according  to  the  reckoning  of 
Pliny,  who  in  a  few  words,  (Hift.  Nat,  v.  zi)  gives  an  excellent  defcrip- 
tion  of  Palmyra. 
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conne(5\Ing  the  Roman  and  the 
Parthian  monarchies  by  the  mu- 
tual benefits  of  commerce,  was  fuf- 
fered  toobferve  an  humble  neutra- 
lity, till  at  length,  after  the  vi(5to- 
ries  of  Trajan,  the  little  republic 
funk  into  the  bofom  of  Rome,  and 
flouri(hed  more  than  one  hundred 
»nd  fifty  years  in  the  fubordinate 
though  honourable  rank  of  a  co- 
lony. It  was  during  that  peace- 
ful period,  if  we  may  judge  from 
a  few  remaining  infcriptions,  that 
the  wealthy  Palmyrenians  con- 
ftruded  thofe  temples,  palaces, 
and  porticos  of  Grecian  architec- 
ture, whofe  ruins,  fcattered  over 
an  extent  of  fevcral  miles,  have 
deferved  the  curiofity  of  our  tra- 
vellers. The  elevation  of  Odena- 
thus  and  Zenobia  appeared  to  re- 
fle£l  new  fplendour  on  their  coun- 
try, and  Palmyra,  for  a  while, 
ftood  forth  the  rival  of  Rome : 
but  the  competition  was  fatal,  and 
ages  of  profperfty  were  facrificed 
to  a  moment  of  glory*. 

In  his  miarch  over  the  fandy  de- 
fert,  between  Emefa  and  Palmyra, 
the  Emperor  Aurelian  was  perpe- 
tually haraiTed  by  the  Arabs ;  nor 
could  he  always  defend  his  army, 
and  efpecially  his  baggage,  from 
thofe  flying  troops  of  adive  and 
daring  robbers,  who  watched  the 
moment  of  furprrffe,  and  direded 
the  flow  purfuit  of  the  legions. 
The  fiege  of  Palmyra  was  an  ob- 
ject far  more  difficult  and  impor- 
tant, and  the  emperor,  who  with 
Inceffant  vigour  prefled  the  attacks 
in   perfon,  was   himfelf  wounded 


with  a  dart.  "  The  Roman  peo- 
*•  pie,"  fays  Aurelian,  in  an  ori- 
ginal letter,  "  fpeak  with  con- 
*'  tempt  of  the  war  which  I  am 
**  waging  againlt  a  woman.  They 
**  are  ignorant  both  of  the  cha- 
"  radler  and  of  the  power  of  Ze- 
*'  nobia.  It  is  impoffible  to  enu- 
*•  merate  her  warlike  preparations, 
'*  of  Hones,  of  arrows,  and  of 
**  every  fpecies  of  miflile  weapons. 
**  Every  part  of  the  walls  is  pro- 
••  vided  with  two  or  three  balijice, 
'*  and  artificial  fires  are  thrown 
"  from  her  military  engines.  Th« 
"  fear  of  punifhment  has  armed 
**  her  with  a  defperate  courage. 
**  Yet  I  truft  flill  in  the  protecting 
*^  deities  of  Rome,  who  have  hi- 
"  therto  been  favourable  to  all  my 
•'  undertakings.  *  Doubtful,  how- 
ever, of  the  protedlion  of  the 
gods,  and  of  the  event  of  the 
fiege,  Aurelian  judged  it  more 
prudent  to  ofi"er  terms  of  an  ad- 
vantageous capitulation  :  to  the- 
queen,  a  fplendid  retreat  ;  to  the^ 
citizens,  their  ancient  privileges. 
His  propofals  were  obHinately  re- 
jeded,  and  the  refufal  was  accom- 
panied with  infult. 

The  firmnefs  of  Zenobia  was 
fupported  by  the  hope,  that  in  a 
very  fhort  time  famine  v/ould  com- 
pel the  Roman  army  to  repafs 
the  defert ;  and  by  the  reafonable 
expectation  ^hat  the  kings  of  the 
Eaft,  and  particularly  the  Perfian 
monarch,  would  arm  in  the  de-^ 
fence  of  their  moll  natural  ally. 
But  fortune  and  the  perfevcrance 
of   Aurelian  overcome    every  ob- 


*  Some  Englifh  travellers  from  Aleppo  difcovered  the  ruins  of  Palmyra, 
about  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  Our  curiofity  has  been  fince  gratified  in  a 
more  fplendid  manner  by  Meflieurs  Wood  and  Dawkins.  For  the  hiftory  of 
Palmyra,  we  may  confult  the  mafterly  diflertation  of  Dr.  Halley,  in  the  PJiIlo- 
fophical  Traniaitions  >  Lowthorp's  Abridgment,  vol.  iii.  p.  518, 
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fiacle.  The  death  of  Sapor,  which 
happened  about  this  time,  dif- 
trafted  the  councils  of  Perfia,  and 
the  inconfiderable  fuccours  that  at- 
tempted to  relieve  Palmyra,  were 
eafily  intercepted  either  by  the 
arms  or  the  liberality  of  the  em- 
peror. From  every  part  of  Syria, 
a  regular  fucceffion  of  convoys  fafe- 
ly  arrived  in  the  camp,  which  was 
increafed  by  the  return  of  Probus 
with  his  viftorious  troops  from  the 
conqueft  of  Egypt,  It  was  then 
that  Zenobia  refolved  to  fly.  She 
mounted  the  fleetell  of  her  drome- 
daries*, and  had  already  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  about 
fixty  miles  from  Palmyra,  when 
(he  was  overtaken  by  the  purfuit 
of  Aurelian's  light  horfe,  feized, 
and  brought  back  a  captive  to  the 
feet  of  the  emperor.  Her  capital 
foon  afterwards  furrendered,  and 
was  treated  with  unexpefted  lenity. 
The  arms,  horfes,  and  camels, 
with  an  immenfe  treafure  of  gold, 
filver,  filk,  and  precious  ftones, 
were  all  delivered  to  the  conqueror, 
who  leaving  only  a  garrifon  of  fix 
hundred  archers,  returned  to  Eme- 
fa,  and  employed  fome  time  in 
the  diftriburion  of  rewards  and 
punifhments  at  the  end  of  fo  me- 
morable a  war,  which  reftored  to 
the  obedience  of  Rome  thofc  pro- 
vinces that  had  renounced  their 
allegiance  fince  the  captivity  of 
Valerian. 

When  the  Syrian  queen  was 
brought  into  the  prefence  of  Aure- 
lian,  he  Iternly  afked  her.  How 
fhe  had  prefumed  to  rife  in  arms 
ag^inft  the  emperors  of  Rome  ? 
The  anfwer  of  Zenobia  was  a  pru- 
dent mixture  of  refped  and  firm- 


nefs.  '*  Becaufe  I  difdained  to 
*•  confider  as  Roman  emperors  an 
•'  Aureolus',  or  a  Gallienus.  Yoa 
'*  alone  I  acknowledge  as  my 
"  conqueror  and  my  fovereign." 
But  as  female  fortitude  is  com- 
monly artificial,  fo  it  is  feldom 
fteady  or  confident.  The  courage 
of  Zenobia  deferted  her  in  the 
hour  of  trial ;  fhe  trembled  at  th« 
angry  clamours  of  the  foldiers, 
who  called  aloud  for  her  imme- 
diate execution,  forgot  the  ge- 
nerous defpair  of  Cleopatra,  which 
(he  had  propofed  as  her  model, 
and  ignominioufly  purchased  life 
by  the  facri.'ice  of  her  fame  and 
her  friends.  It  was  to  their  coun- 
fel?,  which  governed  the  weaknefs 
of  her  fex,  that  fhe  imputed  the 
guilt  of  her  obftinate  refiftance  j 
it  was  on  their  heads  that  (he  di- 
redled  the  vengence  of  the  cruel 
Aurelian.  The  fame  of  Longinus, 
who  was  included  among  the  nu- 
merous and  perhaps  innocent  vic- 
tims of  her  fear,  will  furvive  that 
of  the  queen  who  betrayed,  or  the 
tyrant  who  condemned  him.  Ge- 
nius and  learning  were  incapable 
of  moving  a  fierce  unlettered  fol- 
dier,  but  they  had  ferved  to  ele- 
vate and  harmonife  the  foul  of 
Longinus.  Without  uttering  a 
complaint,  he  calmly  followed  the 
executioner,  pitying  his  unhappy 
miftrefs,  and  bellowing  comfort  on 
his  afflided  friends. 

Returning  from  the  conqueft  c^ 
the  Eart,  Aurelian  had  already 
crolTed  the  flreights  which  divide 
Europe  from  Afia,  when  he  was 
provoked  by  the  intelligence  that 
the  Palmyrenians  had  mafi'acred 
the  governor   and  garrifon  which 


•  Though  the  camel  is  a  heavy  beaft  of  burthen,  we  mny  lesrn  from  Bu^ 
fon  and  Shaw,  that  the  dromedary  is  fwifter  than  the  ficcteft  hoife. 

Zj  2  he 
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he  had  left  among  them,  and  again 
cre^vcd  the  ilandard  of  revolt. 
Without  a  moment's  deliberation, 
he  once  more  turned  his  face  to- 
wards Syria.  Antioch  was  alarm- 
ed by  his  rapid  approach,  and  the 
helplefs  city  of  Palmyra  felt  the 
irrefiftible  weight  of  his  refer. t- 
ment.  We  have  a  letter  of  Aure- 
lian  himfelf,  in  which  he  acknow- 
ledges, that  old  men,  women, 
children,  and  pecfants,  had  been 
involved  in  that  dreadful  execu- 
tion, which  fhould  have  been  con- 
fined to  armed  rebellion  ;  and  al- 
though his  principal  concern  feems 
directed  to  the  re-e(lablifhment  of 
a  temple  of  the  Sun,  he  difcovers 
foroe  pity  for  the  remnant  of  the 
Palmyrenians,  to  whom  he  grants 
the  perraiflion  of  rebuilding  and 
inhabiting  their  city.  But  it  is 
cafier  to  deilroy  than  to  reftore. 
The  feat  of  commerce,  of  arts, 
and  of  Zerobia,  gradually  funk 
into  an  obfcure  town,  a  trifling 
fortrefs,  and  at  length  a  miferable 
village.  The  prefent  citizens  of 
Palmyra,  coniifting  of  thirty  or 
forty  families,  had  erected  their 
mud  cottages  within  the  fpacious 
court  of  a  magnificent  temple. 


Hiflory  and  prefent  Stflte  of  the  cele. 
Srated  Mount  St.  Michael,  near 
Granville,  in  France,  one  of  the 
moji  celebrated  State-prifons  of  that 
Kingdom  ;  in  a  Letter  from  Natha- 
niel Wraxall,^"a«.  Efq.  From  Mr. 
WraxalTs  late  Tour  through  the 
Weftern,  Southern,  and  interior 
Provinces  of  France,  added  to 
his  Memoirs  of  the  Kings  of 
France  of  the  Houfe  of  Valois, 
lately  publiihed. 


Graniille,  Wednefday, 
icth  Auguft,  1775.. 

THERE  is  perhaps  no  plea- 
fure  greater,  than  that  of 
communicating  pleafure  received  ; 
and,  as  admiration  is  one  of  the  moft 
elegant  and  interelling  fources  from 
which  it  can  be  drawn,  we  ufually 
liften  with  extreme  readinefs  to 
any  addre/Tes  made  to  that  paffion  : 
I  wifh  to  prepare  you  for  a  recital, 
in  which  the  marvellous  and  the 
aftonifliing  may  predominate  ; 
though  you  may  do  me  the  juftice 
to  believe,  they  will  ever  be  un- 
der the  guidance  of  truth. 

SuperlHtion,  the  parent  of  a 
thoufand  evils  to  mankind,  has  yet 
given  rife  to  fuch  extraordinary 
and  magnificent  produ<5lions  in 
^\try  age,  as  almoil  incline  one 
to  pardon  her  crimes  and  follies. 
J  am  juft  returned  from  the  furvey 
of  one  of  the  firft  of  thefe  ;  and 
fhall  endeavour  to  addrefs  my  im- 
perfeft  defcription  of  it  to  your 
heart  and  affeftions. 

I  left  Coutances  Monday  even- 
ing. The  diftance  to'this  town  is 
only  fix  leagues,  through  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  fame  agreeable 
country  which  I  have  already 
painted  to  you  Defirous  to  vifit 
the  celebrated  Mont  St.  Michel,  I 
hired  two  horfes,  and  fet  out  early 
yefierday  morning.  It  is  about 
twenty  mile  from  Granville,  and 
the  road  lying  along  the  fea-fhore, 
renders  it  very  pleafant.  I  got  to 
Genet,  a  little  village,  before 
noon.  From  hence  it  is  only  a 
league  to  the  Mount;  but  as  it 
lies  entirely  acrofs  the  fands,  which 
are  only  paflable  at  low  tide,  ic 
becomes  indifpenfibly  requifite  to 
procure    a  guide.     I  did  fo,  and 

arrived 
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arrived  there  it'.oiie  in  the  afterr 
jioon. 

This  extraordiftarjT  i'ock — for  it 
is  no  more — rifes  in  the  middle  of 
the  bay  of  Avranches.  Nature  has 
completely  fortified  one  fide,  by 
its  craggy  and  almoft  perpendicular 
defcent,  which  renders  it  imprac- 
ticable for  courage  or  addrefs, 
however  coufummate,  to  fcale  or 
mount  it.  The  other  parts  are 
furrounded  by  walls  f  need  with 
femiiunar  towers  in  the  Gothic 
manner*  but  fufficlently  "  ftrong, 
fuperadded  to  the  advantages  of  its 
fituation,  to  defpife  all  attack. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain^  DCit 
gins  a  ftreet  or  town,  which  wind? 
round  its  bafe  to  a  confiderable 
heighth.  Above,  are  chambers, 
where  prifoners  of  ftate  are  kept, 
and  other  buildings  intended  for 
refidence;  and  on  the  fummit  is 
ere'fted  the  abbey  itfelf,  occupy? 
ing  a  prodigit)us  fpace  of  ground, 
and  of  a  ihength  and  folidity  equal 
to  its  enormous  fize  :  fince  it  has 
Hood  all  the  llorms  of  Heaven,  in 
this  elevated  and  expofed  fituation, 

during  many  centuries, 1  fpent 

the  whole  afternoon  in  the  dif^ 
ferent  parts  of  this  edifice  ;  and  as 
the  Swifs  who  cdhduded  me 
through  them,  found  he  could  not 
gratify  my  curiofity  too  minutely, 
he  left  no  apartment  or  chamber 
unfeen. 

The  Sale  de  Chevalerif,  or 
knight's  hall,  reminded  me  of  that 
at' Marieribourg  in  Polifh  Pruilia, 
It  is  equally  fpacious ;  but  more 
barbarous  and  rude,  becaufe  fome 
hundred  years  pfior  in  its  efedlion. 
Here  the  knights  of  St.  Michael 
ufed  to  meet  in  folemn  convocation 
on  important  occafions.  They 
were  the  defenders  and  guardians 
pi  this   mountain   and  ^bbey,  as 
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thofe  of  the  temple,  and  of  Saint 
John  of  Jerufalem,  were  to  th» 
holy  fepulchre.— At  one  end  is  a 
painting  of  the  archangel,  the  pa- 
tron ol  their  order ;  and  in  this 
hall  Louis  the  Eleventh  firft  infti- 
tuted,  and  inverted  with  the  infig- 
nia  of  knighthood,  the  chevaliers 
of  the  crofs  of  St.  Michael. 

We  palfed  on  through  feveral 
lefler  rooms  into  a  long  paflage, 
on  one  fide  of  which  the  SwKs 
opened  a  door,  and  through  a 
narrow  entrance,  perfedly  dark, 
he  led  me,  by  a  fecond  door,  into 
an  apartment,  or  dungeon— for  it 
rather  merited  the  latter  than  the 
former  appellation—in  the  middle 
of  which  Hood  a  cage.  It  was 
com po fed  of  prodigious  w^ooden 
bars  ;  and  the  wicket  which  ad- 
mitted into  it  was. ten  or  twelve 
inches  in  thicknefs.  I  went  into 
the  infide  :  the  fpace  it  comprifcd 
was  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  or 
fourteen  ;  and  it  might  be  nearly 
twenty  in  heighth.  This  was  the 
abode  of  many  eminent  victims  in 
former  ages,  whofe  names  and  mi- 
feries  are  now  obliterated  and  for-*^, 
gotten.  r, 

"There  was,"  faid  my  con- 
dudlor,  **  towards  the  latter  end 
*\  of  ,the  laft  century,  a  certain 
**  news-writer  in  Holland,  who 
'*  I  had  prefumed  to  print  fome  very. 
**  fevere  and  farcaftic  refiedions  on 
**  Madame  de  Maintenon,  and 
'*  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  Some 
**  months  after  he  was  induced, 
"  by  a  perfon  Tent  exprefsly  for 
«*  that  purpofe,  to  make  a  tour 
**  into  French  Flanders.  The  in- 
**  ilant  he  had  quitted  the  Dutch 
'*  territories,  he  was  put  under 
"  arreft,  and  immediately,  by  his 
**  majelty's  exprefs  command,. 
<*  conduced  to  this  place.     They 
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"  Ihut  him  up  in  this  cage.  Here 
**  he  lived  upwards  of  three-and- 
**  twenty  years ;  and  here  he,  at 

'*  length,  expired. During  the 

*'  long  nights  of  winter,"  con- 
*'  tinued  the  man,  *'  no  candle  or 
"  fire  was  allowed  him.  He  was 
**  not  permitted  to  have  any 
**  book.  He  faw  no  human  face 
•'  except  the  gaoler,  who  came 
*'  once  every  day  to  prefent  him, 
*'  through  a  hole  in  the  wicket, 
**•  his  little  portion  of  bread  and 
**  wine.  No  inftrument  was  given 
**  him,  with  which  he  could  de- 
**  ftroy  himfelf;  but  he  found 
"  means  at  length  to  draw  out  a 
**  nail  from  the  wood,  with  which 
**  he  cut  or  engraved,  on  the  bars 
*'  of  his  cage,  certain  fleurs  de  lis. 
"  and  armorial  bearings,  which 
*'  formed  his  only  employment 
*'  and  recreation."  Thefe  I  faw. 
and  they  are  indeed  very  curioufly 
performed,  with  fo  rude  a  tool. 
"As  1  ftcod  within  this  dreadful 
engine,  my  heart  funk  within  me. 
I  execrated  the  vengeance  of  the 
prince,  who,  for  fuch  a  trefpafs, 
could  inflift  fo  difproporiionate 
and  tremendous  a  punifhment.  I 
thought  the  towers  and  pinnacles 
of  the  *abbe}'';feemed  to  (hake,  as 
confciciu's  of  the  cruelty  committed 
in  their  gloomy  round  ;  and  1  haft- 
ened  out  of '  this  fad  apartment, 
imprclTed  *  with  feelings  cf  the 
d^epeft  pity  and  indignation. 
"'*•  It  is  now  fifteen  years,"  faid 
the  Swifs,  "  fince  a  gentleman 
«*  terminated  his  days  in  tliat 
"  cage ;  it  was  before  I  came  to 
*■*  rehde  here  :  but  there  is  one  in- 
**  llance  within  my  own  memory, 

**  Monfieur  de  F ,  a  perfon 

*^'^f  rank',  wras  condu6\ed  here  by 
**  command  of  the  late  king;  he 
^  remained  three  years  (hut  up  in 


"  it.  I  fed  him  myfelf  every  day i 
*'  but  he  was  allowed  books  and 
'*  candle  to  divert  his  mifery  ;  and 
"  at  length,  the  abbot,  touched 
**  with  his  deplorable  calamities, 
"  requefled  and  obtained  the  royal 
"  pardon.  He  was  fet  free,  and 
*«  is  now  alive  in  France. 

**  The  fubterranean  chambers, 
added  he,  **  in  this  mountain,  arc 
*'  fo  numerous,  that  we  know  them 
"  not  ourfelves.  There  are  cer- 
**  tain  dungeons,  called  Oubliet' 
**  teSf  into  which  they  were  ac- 
*'  cuftomed  anciently  to  let  down 
*'  malefadors  guilty  of  very  hei- 
**  nous  crimes :  they  provided 
*'  them  with  a  loaf  of  bread  and 
**  a  bottle  of  wine  ;  and  then  they 
**  were  totally  forgotten,  and  left 
**  to  perilli  by  hunger  in  the  dark 
*•  vault  of  the  rock.  This  pu- 
"  nifliment  has  not  however  been 
**  inflifted  by  any  king  in  the  laH 
**  or  prefent  century." 

We  continued  our  progre(s 
through  the  abbey.  He  led  me 
into  a  chamber,  in  one  corner  of 
which  was  a  kind  of  window;  be- 
tween this  and  the  wall  of  the 
building  was  a  very  deep  fpace  or 
hollow  of  near  a  hundred  feet  per- 
pendicular, and  at  bottom  was 
another  window,  opening  to  the 
fea.  It  is  called  T/je  Hoe  of  Mont - 
gomeri.      The  hiilory  of  it  is  this 

Vou    will    recoiled,    that  in 

the  year  1559,  Henry  the  Secpnd, 
king  of  France,  was  unfortunately 
killed  at  a  tournament  by  the 
Count  de  Montgomeri.  It  was  not 
intended  on  that  nobleman's  part ; 
and  he  was  forced,  contrary  to  his 
inclination,  to  pufh  the  lane? 
againll  his  fovereign,  by  his  ex^ 
prefs  command.  He  was  a  Hu-? 
gonct,  and,  having  efcaped  the 
maflacre    of    Paris    and    Coligni, 

made 
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made  head  again  ft  the  royal  forces 
in  Normandy,  fupported  by  our 
Elizabeth  with  arms  and  money. 
Being  driven  from  his  fortrefles  in 
thofe  parts  he  retired  to  a  rock, 
called  the  Tombelaine.  This  is 
another,  fimilar  to  the  Mont  "Satnf 
Michel,  only  three  quarters  of  a 
league  diftant  from  it,  and  of 
nearly  equal  dimenfions.  At  that 
time  there  was  a  caftle  on  it,  after- 
wards demoliflied,  and  of  which 
fcarce  any  veftiges  now  remain. 
From  this  faftnefSjOnly  acceflible  at 
Jow  tides,  he  continually  made  ex- 
curfions,  and  annoyed  the  enemy, 
who  never  dared  to  attack  him. 
He' coined  money,  laid  all  the  ad- 
jacent county  under  contribution, 
and  rendered  himfelf  univerfally 
dreaded.  Defirons  however  to  fur- 
prize  the  Motj/  St.  Micbely  he  found 
means  to  engage  one  of  the  monks 
refidcnt  in  the  abbey,  who  pro- 
miTed  to  give  him  the  fjgnal  for 
his  eni?rprize,  by  difplaying  a 
handkerchief.  The  treacherous 
monk  having  made  the  fignal,  be- 
trayed him,  and  armed  all  his  af- 
fociates,  who  waited  Moncgomeri's 
arrival.  The  chiefrain  came  at- 
tended by  fifty  chofen  foldiers,  de- 
fperate,  and  capable  of  any  at- 
tempt. They  croffed  the  fand, 
and  having  placed  their  fcaling- 
ladders,  mounted  one  by  one  :  as 
they  came  to  the  top,  they  were 
difpatched  each  in  turn,  without 
noife.  Montgomeri,  who  follow- 
ed laft,  at  length  difcovered  the 
perfidy,  and  efcaped  with  only  tWo 
of  his  men,  with  whom  he  regain- 
ed the  Tomlelaine.  They  prefervc 
with  great  care  the  ladders  and 
grappling-irons  ufed  on  this  oeca- 
fion. — You  perhaps  remember  thje 
fubfequent  fate  of  the  Count  him- 
felf. He  was  at  laft  befieged  and 
taken   prifo^Cr  ^by  ihe   Marechal 
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dc  Matignon,  in  1 5 74,  at  Domfront 
in  Normandy  ;  and  Catherine  of 
Medicis,  who  detefted  him  for  his 
having  been,  though  innocently, 
the  caufe  of  her  hulband's  death, 
ordered  him  to  be  immediately  ex- 
ecuted. 

The  church  itfelf  detained  me  a 
long  time,  and  is  matter  of  high 
curiofity.  It  refts  on  nine  pillars 
of  moft  enormous  dimenfions, 
which  iland  upon  the  folid  rock. 
I  did  not  meaiure  them  ;  but,  a« 
far  as  the  gloominefs  of  the  place 
would  admit,  I  apprehend  that 
each  of  them  mull  be  five-and- 
twenty  feet  in  circumference  :  be- 
fides  thefe,  there  are  two  others, 
of  much  inferior  fize,  which  fup- 
port  the  centre  of  the  chuich,  over 
which  is  the  Lower.  H  the  pro- 
digious incumbent  weight  be  con- 
fidered,  and  the  nature  of  its  (i- 
tuation,  nothing  lefs  mafly  could 
fuftain  the  edifice.  They  feem  as 
if  defigned  to  outlive  the  ravages 
of  time,  and  the  convulfions  of 
nature  But  before  we  enter  the 
church  itfelf,  I  mull  inform  you  of 
the  abfurd  and  legendary  caufe, 
which  firll  produced  it. 

In  the  reign  of  Childebert  the 
Second,  there  was  a  bifhop  of 
Avranches  named  St.  Aubert,  To 
this  holy  man,  the  archangel  Mi- 
chael was-  pleafed  to  appear  one 
night,  and  order  him  to  go  to 
this  rock,  and  there  build  him  a 
church.  Su  Aubert,  who  feems 
to  have  been  a  little  incredulous, 
treated  it  as  a  dream :  the  angel 
came  again,  repeated  his  injunc- 
tion, and  not  being  obeyed,  the 
third  time,  he,  by  way  of  im- 
printing it  on  the  bi{hop*s  memory, 
made  a  hole  io  his  fkull,  by  touch- 
ing it  with  his  thumb.  In  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  church  I  faw  this  cu- 
nou$  ikull.    It  is  enclefe4  in  a  lit* 

^  4.  tl« 
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tie  flirine  of  gold,  and  a  cryftal, 
which  opens  over  the  orifice,  ad- 
mits the  gratification  of  curiofity 
by  the  minuteft  examination  of  it. 
The  hole  is  of  a  fize  and  ftiape 
juftly  proportioned  to  the  thumb 
fuppofed  to  have  produced  it,  and 
whether  done  with  a  knife,  or  by 
what  means  it  is  perforated,  I  can 
not  determine.  The  bifhop,  how- 
ever, upon  this  fenfible  mark  of 
the  divine  pleafure,  delayed  no 
longer  ;  but  repaired  to  the  rock, 
and  conilruded  a  fmall  church,  as 
he  had  been  commanded. — Here 
fable  ends;  and  true  hillory  fup- 
plying  its  place,  informs  us,  that 
it  was  in  966,  when  Richard  the 
Second  duke  of  Normandy  began 
to  build  the  abbey.  It  was  com- 
pleated  about  the  year  1070,  un- 
der William  the  Conqueror,  though 
many  other  additions  were  made 
by    fucceeding  abbots. 

The  treafury  is  crowded  with 
relics  innumerable,  among  which 
fome  few  have  a  real  and  intrinfic 
value.  There  is  a  fine  head  of 
Charles  the  Sixth  of  France  cut  in 
cryftal,  which  drew  my  attention. 
They  have  got,  heaven  knows  by 
what  means,  an  arm  of  Edward 
the  ConfefTor's ;  and  they  (hewed 
me  another,  of  St.  Richard,  King 
ef  England.  Who  this  faint  and 
prince  was,  I  confefs,  is  beyond 
my  compreherfion.  I  am  fure 
they  could  not  term  Richard  the 
FirHYo,  tfnlefs  his  crufade  againft 
Saladine  wiped  out  all  his  fins, 
and  canonized  him.  ^Richard  the 
Secorid  has  io  better  pretenfions  to 
fandity.  I  do  not  mention  him 
who  'fell  at  Bofworth  :  fo  that  who 
this  royal  faint  was,  I  muft  leave 
you  tb  divine.  As  to  the  monks, 
they  know  nothing  about  it ;  but 
they  were  pofitive  he  was  a  king 
of  England.— An    enormous 


golden  cockle  -  fliell,  weighing 
many  pounds,  given  by  Richard 
the  Second  duke  of  Normandy, 
when  he  founded  the  abbey,  is 
worthy  remark. 

In  the  middle  of  the  choir 
hangs  a  Hone,  which  is  faid  to 
have  fallen  on  the  head  of  Louis 
the  Eleventh  at  the  fiege  of  Be- 
fan9on,  without  doing  him  the 
fmalleft  injury.  ]  his,  he  con- 
ceived, and  with  realon,  muft  have 
been  owing  to  fome  wondrous  di- 
vine interpofition  ;  for  the  llone 
weighs,  I  (hould  fuppofe,  at  leaft 
ten  pounds.  Louij,  though  the 
g'^eateft  monfter  who  ever  filled  a 
throne,  was  yet,  at  times,  ex- 
ceedingly pious  ;  he  ufed  to  come 
very  often  in  pilgrimage  to  Mont 
St.  Michel;  and  he  ordered  this 
ftone  to  be  fufpended  by  a  chain  in 
the  choir,  and  left  an  annual  fum 
in  lands  to  maintain  prieft  to  fay 
mafles,  for  his  prefer vation  from 
fo  imminent  a  danger. 

The  refed^ory,  the  cloifters,  the 
cells  of  the  monks,  are  all,  (or 
rather  they  have  been)  very  mag- 
nificent and  fpacious  ;  but  a  vaft 
fum  of  money  is  wanted  to  put 
the  whole  in  repair,  and  reinftate 
what  the  lapfe  of  ages  defaces  and 
deforms.  One  of  the  great  towers 
is  cracked  and  ftiaken.  They 
have  written  repeatedly  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  to  know  his  majefty's  plea- 
fure re  fpe£ling  it;  but  no  anlwer 
has  been  returned.  It  will  pro- 
bably tumble  foon,  and  itiuft  ne- 
cefTarlly,  from  its  prodigious 
heighth  and  fize,  draw  with  it  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  adjoining 
edifices. 

The  late  king  fequeftered  the 
revenues  of  the  abbey,  which  are 
very  ample.  A  prior  is  fubftituted 
inftead  of  the  abbot,  and  the  nun>- 
ber  of  religious  reduced  from  thirty 

to 
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'      to  fourteen.     Perhaps  ;i  few  years 
C.     more  may  even  extirguifh  thefe  ; 
'      and  St.  Michael  himfelf,  though 
compofed  of  gold,  be  melted  down 
to  fupport  thp    expence  of  a  bal 
pare — It  is  at  perfent   cqnfidered 
rather  as  a  prifon  of  ftate,  and  will 
more  probably  be  repaired  on  that 
account,  tb^n   as  an   eredtion   of 
piety.     The  apartments  are,  at  this 
time,  occupied  by  many  illuarious 
captiv','s,  who  have  been  fent  here 
by  Lettres  de  cachet,  for  crimes  of 
ilate.    They  are  detained  in  ilridler 
or  eafier   confinement,    according 
to  the  royal  mandate.     There  are 
in  one  range  of  rooms  eight,  who 
eat    at   a   round     table    together. 
They  are  allowed  each  a  pint  of 
wine  ;  but  neither  knives  or  forks 
are   ever    given    them,    left    they 
fhould  commit    fuicide,  to  efcape 
the  horrors  of  captivity.     No  per- 
fon  is  permitted  to  enter  that  di- 
vifion  where  they  live,  or  cap  hold 
any  converfation  with  them.    Four 
of  thefe  are  fent  here  fjnce  the  ac- 
ce/Tion     of    his    prefent    majefty. 
There  are  others  who  have  the  li- 
berty of  going  into  every  part  of 
the  Mount  without  reftraint ;' but 
to   profit  of  this    permiffion    they 
mult  be  habited  as  priefts,  and,  of 
confequence,   univerfally    known. 
To  efcape,  one  (hould  fuppofe  im- 
poffible — but  what  cannot  human 
fubtlety  eifeft,  when  pufhed  to  de- 
fpair?  It  is  only  fixteen  days  fince 

a  Monfieur   de  C ,  who    had 

been  oonfined  ten  months,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  an  attempt  to  fct  him- 
felf free.  1  was  (hewn  the  place 
from  whence  he  let  himfelf  down 
by  a  rope  :  it  is  near  an  hundred 
feet  perpendicular.  He  croiTed  the 
fands  immediately,  while  the  fea 
was  low  :  and  it  is  imagined  he 
has  embarked  for  Jerfey  or  Eng- 
8 


land,  as  no  intelligence  has  beea 
received  concerning  him. 

Some  apartments  are  deftined  to 
a  fpecies  of  wretches  yet  more  de* 

plorable 1  mean  to  lunatics* 

There  are  feveral  of  high  rank. 
In  the  cloyfters  of  the  abbey,  a 
perfon  accoilcd  me  in  very  polite 
terms.  He  was  apparently  above 
fifty  years  of  age  ;  his  habit  was 
fqualid  i- at  his  button-hole  hung 
a  crofs  of  St.  Michael,  fantaftically 
adorned  with  ribbons.  His  face, 
though  brown,  and  fickly,  had  a 
fomewhat  noble,  commanding,  and 
engaging  J  his  hair  of  a  deep 
black,  mixed  with  grey,  hung 
floating  upon  his  Ihoulders  ;  and 
over  his^  whole  perfon  was  an  air 
of  dignity  in  ruin.  It  was  the 
Marquis  de  R-^,  a  Breton  noble, 
man,  who  has  been  fliut  up  here 
five  and  twenty  years.  He  is  in. 
fane,  but  harmlefs,  and  perfeftly 
obfervant  of  all  the  forms  in  cul- 
tivated life. None  but  perfons 

of  quality  are  ever  fent  here   oa 
this  account. 

I  thought  the  age  of  pilgrimages 
had  been  at  an  end  in  all  Euro- 
pean nations,  and  that  devotion 
contented  itfelf  with  venerating  its 
faints  at  home — but  will  you  be- 
lieve it,  when  I  afTure  you,  the 
number  of  pilgrims,  who  come 
annually  to  pay  their  vows  to  Saint 
Michael  at  this  Mount,  are  be- 
tween eight  and  ten  thoufand  i 
They  are  mollly  pcafants,  and 
men  of  mean  occupations  ;  but 
even  among  the  nobleife  there  are 
not  wanting  tbofe,  who  are  in- 
duced to  make  this  journey  from 
principles  of  piety.  The  little 
town  is  fome times  fo  crowded  with 
them,  that  not  a  bed  is  to  be  pro- 
cured. I  faw  at  lead  fix  when  I 
was  there.     They  were  young  men 

and 
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and  women.  Their  habit  exaftly 
Correfponded  with  our  ideas  of 
them,  as  drawn  from  ancient  bal- 
lads. Their  hats  were  covered 
with  cockle-fliells,  laced  round  the 
edges;  and  on  the  crown  was  a 
gilt  coronet,  above  which  was  the 
crofs.  A  ribbon  in  the  fame  form 
was  tied  acrofs  their  breaft  ;  and 
all  over  their  cloaths  were  placed 
little  images  of  St.  Michael  van- 
quidiing  the  devil.  1  afked  them 
from  whence  they  came  ?  They 
faid,  from  Champagne ;  a  very 
confiderable  diftance,  acrofs  all 
France.  I  put  feveral  queftions  to 
them ;  and  they  would  willingly 
have  fallowed  me  when  I  went  up 
to  the  top  of  the  fteeple ;  but  the 
Swifs,  who  was  well  accuftomed  to 
fee  thefe  poor  devotees  arrive,  re- 
pulfed  them  very  roughly  for  their 
temerity.  **  Qiie  diable!"  fays 
he,  *'  allez,  prier  le  bon  Saint 
•*  Michel,  fi  vous  voulez  !  Je  ne 
"  conduis  pas  le  menu  peuple  !'* 
The  poor  pilgrims  retired  imme- 
diately, without  a  word. It  is 

faid,  the  late  Dauphin  was  here 
incog,  about  nineteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  ;  and  the  old  man  who 
conducted  me  acrofs  the  fands,  af- 
fured  me  he  had  thehononr  to  be 
his  highnefs's  guide,  without 
knowing  at  the  time  his  rank.  His 
charader  was  that  of  a  bigot,  and 
I. am  not  at  all  furprifed  at  'fuch 
a  proof  of  it. — ^At  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  clofe  to  the  waves,  is  a 
very  fine  well  of  frefh  water;  but 
as  this  might  and  would  be  un- 
doubtedly poffeffed  by  an  enemy 
in  cafe  of  a  fiege,  they  have  con- 
trived to  hollow  into  the  folid 
rock  cifterns  proportionate  to 
every  other  part  of  the  building, 
and  capable  of  containing   many 


hundred  tuns  of  water;  they  fay 
more  than  twelve  hundred.  Indeed, 
to  bcfiege  it  would  be  madnefs :  a 
hundred  men  might  defend  it 
againft  tei>  thoufand  afTailants,  and 
any  nurabfer  of  vefiels ;  nor  could 
it  be,  if  taken,  converted  to  any 
fort  of  ufe. 

Thei  town  itfelf  is  almoft  as  cu- 
rious  as  any  other  part  of  the 
Mount.  i  doubt  not  there  are 
many  houfes  in  it  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred years  old;  and  I  did  not  fee 
one  which  feemeth  to  be  built  fince 
Louis  the  Eleventh's  time.  The 
whole  number  of  perfons  refident 
in  the  abbey,  and  in  the  town, 
does  not  exceed  a  hundred  and 
eighty,  in  time  of  peace.  A  mi- 
litia, compofed  of  the  bourgeofie, 
mount  guard,  to  prevent  any  of 
the  prifoners  from  efcaping.  In 
time  of  war  there  are  five  hundred 
foldiers  commonly  in  garrifon, 
and  they  affured  me,  fo  vafl  and 
numerous  are  the  chambers  in  dif- 
ferent parts,  that  thirteen  thoufand 
might  be  difpofed  of  without  any 
fort  of  inconvenience. 

They  fell  little  legendary  books 
in  the  lown  :  I  have  bought  them 
all,  in  hopes  to  find  fome  hifiorical 
anecdotes  or  traditions  refpeiling 
the  plac&,and  the  various  important 
events  or  fieges  it  has  undergone  ; 
— but  aias !  this  is  a  vain  attempt. 
They  are  all  ilufi^ed  with  miracles, 
and  abfurditi'^s  too  ridiculous  to 
repeat;  and  St.  Michael  and  St. 
Aubert  are  the  only  heroes  who 
make  any  figure  in  ihe  annals  of 
monkery. — 1  would  moil  willingly 
have  infpe^led  the  archives  which 
are  laid  up  in  the  abbey  ;  but  this 
is  not  permitted.  It  muft  be  a 
very  curious  refearch,  fince  it  is 
probable  every  king  of  England, 
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from  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  the 
Third,  had  been  many  limes  here 
from  motives  of  devotion  or  cu- 
rio/ity. 

In  the  year  1090,  Robert  duke 
of  Normandy,  and  William  Rufus, 
befieged  their  brother  Henry  a  long 
time  in  the  Mont  St,  Michel,  ic 
jrtuft  be  pjefumed  they  were  ma- 
ilers of  the  foot  of  the  rock ;  for 
ocherwife  it  would  be  imprafUca- 
ble  to  invell  it.  ^  The  prince  could 
never  have  been  reduced  to  fur- 
render  from  force;  but  he  wanted 
water,  and  from  this  necelfity  he 
was  on  the  point  of  yielding  the 
fortrefs  when  Robert,  with  that 
benevolence  and  generofity  which 
marked  his  charafter,  fen t-  him 
fome  pipes  of  wine ;  and  this  fuc- 
cour,  (like  that  whiclv  Henry  the 
Fourth  permitted  his  troops  to 
give  the  Parifians,)  enabled  fienry 
to  hold  out.  Rufus,  reproached 
him  for  his  condudj^  **  What," 
faid  Robert;  **  Ihali  we  fuifer  our 
'*  brother  to  die  of  thirli  f  " — And 
what  return  did  he  meet  with  ? 
An  imprifonment  of  twenty^cight 
years  in  a  vaulted  chamber  of 
Cardiff  caftle,  where  he  expired. 


An  Account  of  the  finding  or  forging  of 
fome  'Very  ingenious  Poems,  attri- 
buted to  Thomas  Rowlcv,  a  Priefi 
^Briftol,  in  the  fifteenth  Century, 
and  others  of  his  Felloijo-Citixens 
and  Cotemporaries ;  and  of  the 
Pieces  themfelves,  as  nveli  as  thf 
'Very  extraordinary  Perfon  'who 
firfi  produced  them  ;  being  the  Pre- 
face, Table  of  Contents,  Intro- 
ductory Account,^2«^/ Advertife- 
menc,  prefixed  to  the  ColleAion 
^  theft  Pieces t  neixlypublijhed. 


PREFACE. 

THE  poems,  which  make  the 
principal  part  of  this  coU 
leftion,  have  for  fome  time  excited 
much  curiofity,  as  the  fuppofed 
produdions  of  Thomas  Ronvley,  a 
prieft  of  Briliol,  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VI  and  Edward  IV.  They 
are  here  faithfully  printed  from 
the  moil  authentic  MSS.  that 
could  be  procured;  of  which  2 
particular  defcription  is  given  in 
the  Introdudory  Account  ofthefe'veral 
pieces,  fubjoined  to  this  Preface, 
Nothing  moie  therefore  feems  ne- 
cefTary  at  prefent,  than  to  inform 
the  reader  (hortly  of  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  poems  were  firll: 
brought  td  light,  and  of  the  au- 
thority upon  which  they  are  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  perfons  whofe  named 
they  bear. 

i  his  cannot  be  done  fo  fatisfac- 
torily  as  iu  the  words  of  Mr. 
George  Catcott  of  Briftol,  to 
whofe  very  Uod able  zeal  the  Pub- 
lic is  indebted  for  the  moft  cbn- 
fiderable  part .  of  the  colledion. 
His  account  of  the  matter  is  this; 
••  The  firfl:  difcovery  of  certain 
'*  MSS.  having  been  depofjted  in 
**  Redclift  chorch,  above  thred 
"  centuries  ago,  was  made  in  the 
*•  year  1768,  at  the  time  of  open- 
"  ing  the  new  bridge  at  Briftdl; 
*'  and  was  owing  to  a  publication 
*«  in  Farley'' s  JVeekly  Journal,  i  Oc- 
•<  tober,  1768,  containing  an  Ac^ 
*'  count  of  the  ceremonies  ohferved 
"  at  the  opening  of  the  old  bridge, 
**  taken,  as  it  was  laid,  from  a 
*'  very  ancient  MS.  This  excited 
**  the  curiofity  of  fome  perfons  to 
"  enquire  after  the  original.  The 
♦*  printer,  Mr.  Farley,  could  give 
*'  no  account  of  it,  or  of  the  per- 

*'  ion 
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•*  Ton  wlio  brought  the  copy ;  but  "  to  difcovcr  from  whence  he  had 

*'  after  much  enquiry  il  was  dif-  **  the  original ;    but,  after  many 

«*  covered,  that   the    perfon    who  **  promifes  made  to  him,  he  was 

«*  brought  the  copy  was  a  youth',  '*  at  lait  prevailed  on  to  acknow- 

*' between    15    and    16   years    of  •*  ledge,  that  he  had  received  this, 

«*  age,  whofe  name  was  Thomas  **  together  <with  many  ifther  MSS, 

«' Chatterton,  and    whofe   family  *' from  his  father,  who  had  found 

•*  had   been    fextons    of    Redclift  **  them  in  a  large  chcft  in  an  up- 

•*  church  for  near  150  years.     His  «*  per  room  over  the^chapel  on  the 

«♦  Fathei-,    who    was    now    dead,  **  north  fide  of  Redclift  church.** 

*' had  a! fo  been  mailer  of  the  free-  Soon    after    this     Mr.    Catcott 

"•^"fchoolin  Pile-ftreet.    The  young  tommenced  his  acquaintance  with 

**  man  was  at  firft  very  unwilling  young    Chatterton*,    and,    partly 

as 

*  The  hiftory  of  this  youth  is  fo  intimately  conne6led  with  that  of  the  poems 
now  publiihedy  that  the  reader  cannot  be  too  early  apprized  of  the  principal  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  fhort  life.  He  was  born  on  the  aoth  of  November  1752,  and 
educated  at  a  charity-fchool  on  St.  Auguftin's  Back,  where  nothing  more  was 
taught  than  reading,  writing,  and  accounts.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was 
articled  clerk  to  "an  attorney,  with  vvkoui  he  continued  till  he  left  3iiltol  iji 
/i^pril  1770.  ,.      .  . 

Though  his  education  "was  thus  confined,  he  difcovered  an  early  turn  towards 
poetry  and  Englifh  antiquities,  particularly  heraldry.  How  foon  he  began  to 
be  an  author  is  not  known.  In  the  'To'wn  and  Country  Magazine  for  March  1769, 
are  two  letters,  probably,  from  liim,  as  they  are  dated  at  Brifto),  and  fubfcribed 
with  his  ufual  iiguature,  D.  B.  Tiie  firll  contains  /hort  extracts  from  two 
MSS,  "  lOiitten  three  bunJred years  ago  by  one  Roivley^  a  Monk^"  concerning 
drefs  in  the  age  of  Henry  II.  j  the  other,  "JEthelgaR,  a  Saxon  poem,""  in 
bombaft  profe.  In  the  fame  Magazine  for  jVlay  17^69,  are  three  coipmunica- 
tions  from  Briftol,  with  the  fame  fignature,  D.  B.  nji%,  Ceiidick,  tranjlalej. 
from  the  Saxon  (in  tlie  fame  ftile  with    ETkELGAR),  p.  233. — Obferq;atio?i^ 

upon  Saxon  heraldry  J  vvith  drawings  of  Saxon  aichh-veme/ifs,  &c.  p.  245, 

Elinoure  and  JtJGA,  ^'ritten  three  'hundredyears  ago,  by  ,T'  Rowley,  a  fe^- 
fztlar  priejf,  p.  a7g..;.<'In  the  fubfequent  months  of  1769  and  1770  there  arc 
feveral  other  pieces,  in  the  feme  Mag^^iiie,  which  arc  ijndoubtediy  of  his  comf 
pofition.  .     M'     '..       ..       ■•      _     .  .    .  -s  •. 

In  April  1770,  he  left  Briftol  and- came  to  London,  in  hopes  of  advancing 
his  fortune  by  his  talents  for  writing,  of  which,  by  this  time,  he  had  con- 
ceived a  very  high  opinion,  In  the  prolecution  of  this  fcheme,  he  appears  to 
have  almoft  entirely  depended  upon  the  patronage  of  a  iet  of  gentlemen,  whom 
an  eminent  author  long  agb  pointed  out,  as  not  the  'very  tvorji  judges  or  re- 
^warders  of  merits  the  bookfellers  of  this  great  city.  At  his  firll:  arrival  in- 
deed he  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  find  two  of  his  expe6l€d  Maecenafes,  the  one  in 
the  King's  Bench,  and  the  other  in  Newgate.  But  this  little  difappointment 
was  alleviated  by  the  encouragement  which  he  received  from  other  quarters  j 
and  on  the  4th  of  May  he  writes  to  Ijis  mother,  in  high  fpirits  upon  the 
change  in  his  fituation,  with  the  following  farcaftic  refle6\ion   upon  his  former 

patrons   at    Briftol.      "  As  to    Mr. ,'Mr.- ,  Mr. -,   &c.  8cc,  they 

rate  literacy  lumber  fo  lonx)^  that  I  belie-ve  an  author,  in  their  ejiimat ion ^  muft  be 
poor  indeed  I  But  here  matters  are  othernjoife.  Had  Rowley  Z*^,?/?  ^  Londonet 
inflead  of  a  Briftowyan,  I,  could  hwue  livsd  by  copying  bis  ^orks. 

In 
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as  prefents,  partly  as  purchafes, 
procured  from  him  copies  of  many 
of  his  MSS.  in  profe  and  verfe. 
Other  copies  were  difpofed  of,  in 
the  fame  way,  to  Mr.  William 
Barrett,  an  eminent  furgeon  at 
Briftol,  who  has  Jong  been  enga- 
ged in  writing  the  hiilory  of  that 
city.  Mr.  Barrett  alfo  procured 
from  him  fevcral  fragments,  fome 
of  a  confiderable  length,  v;ritten 
upon  vellum,  which  he  aflerted  to 
be  part  of  his  original  MSS.  In 
Ihort,  in  thefpace  of  about  eighteen 
months,  from  Oftober  1768  to 
April  1770,  befides  the  poems 
now  publilhed,  he  produced  as 
many  compofitions,  in  profe  and 
verfe,  under  the  names  of  Rowley, 
Canynge,  &c.  as  would  nearly  fill 
fuch  another  volume. 

In  April  1770  Chatterton  went 
to  London,  and  died  there  in  Au- 


guft  following  ;  fo  that  the  whole 
hiftory  of  this  very  extraordinary 
tranfadion  cannot  now  probably 
be  known  with  any  certainty. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  part 
in  it;  whether  he  was  the  author, 
or  only  the  copier  (as  he  conftant- 
]y  aflerted)  of  all  thefe  produc- 
tions ;  he  appears  to  have  kept 
the  fccret  entirely  to  hirafelf,  and 
not  to  have  put  it  in  the  power  of 
any  other  perfon,  to  bear  certain 
tellimony  either  to  his  fraud  or  to 
his  veracity. 

The  queftion  therefore  concern- 
ing the  authenticity  of  thefe  poems 
mud  now  be  decided  by  an  exa- 
mination of  the  fragments  upon 
vellum,  which  Mr.  Barrett  receiv- 
ed from  Chatterton  as  part  of  hit 
original  MSS.  and  by  the  internal 
evidence  which  the  feveral  pieces 
afford.     If  the  fragments  ftiall  be 


In  a  letter  to  his  (ifter,  dated  30  May,  he  informs  her,  that  he  is  to  be  em- 
ployed **  in  njoriting  a  'voluminous  hifiory  of  London,  to  appear  in  numbers  the 
beginning  of  next  luinier,*''  In  the  mean  time  he  had  written  fomething  in 
praife  of  the  Lord  Mayor  (Beckford)  which  had  procured  him  the  honour 
of  being  prefcnted  to  his  Lordfhip,  In  the  letter  juft  mentioned  he  gives  the 
following  account  of  his  reception,  with  fome  curious  obfervaticns  upon  poli- 
tical writin^r  :  "  The  Lord  Mayor  received  me  as  politely  as  a  citizen  could. 
But  the  devil  of  the  matter  is,  there  is  no  money  to  be  got  of  this  fide  of  the 

qtieftion. — But  he  is  a  poor  author  who  cannot  write  on  both  fides. ElTays 

on  the  patriotic  fide  vvill  fetch  no  more  than  what  the  copy  is  lo!d  for.  A» 
the  patriots  themfelves   are  fearching   for  a    place,  they  have   no  gratuity  t* 

fpare. On  the  other  hand,  unpopular   eflays   will    not    even  be  accepted  j 

and  you  nnift  pay  to  have  t^em  printed ;  but  then  you  feldom  lofe  by  it,  as 
courtiers  are  fo  fenfibleof  their  deficiency  in  merit,  that  they  generoufly  reward 
all  who  know  how  to  dawb  them  with  the  appearance  of  it." 

NctwirhftinHing  his  employment  on  the  Hiftory  of  London,  be  continued 
to  write  inceflantly  in  variou"?  periodical  publications.  On  the  iith  of  July 
he  tells  his  fiHer  that  he  had  pieces  laft  morsth  in  the  Gofpel  Magazine,  the 
Touun  and  Country , 'vi'X..  Maria  Friendlefs  ;  Falfe  Step;  Hunter  ot  Oddities; 
To  Mifs  Bufh,  &c.  Court  and  City  i  London -,  Political  Regifer,  Sec.  But  all 
thefe  exertions  of  his  gcnins  brought  in  fo  little  profit,  that  he  was  foon  re- 
duced to  real  indigence ;  liom  which  he  was  relieved  by  death  (in  what  man- 
ner is  not  certainly  known),  on  the  24.th  of  Auguft,- or  thereabout,  when 
he  w^med  near  three  months  to  complete  his  eighteenth  year.  The  floor  of 
his  cham'ber  was  covered  with  written  papers,  which  he  had  torn  into  fmall 
pieces ;  but  there  was  no  appearance  (as  the  editor  has  been  credibly  informed) 
of  any  wriiings  on  parchment  or  vellum. 

judged 
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judged  to  be  genuine,  it  will  ftill 
remain  to  be  determined,  how  far 
their  genuinenefs  Ihould  ferve  to 
authenticate  the  reft  of  the  collec- 
tion, of  which  no  copies  older  than 
thofe  made  by  Chatterton,  have 
ever  been  produced.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  writings  of  the  Frag- 
ments fhall  be  judged  to  be  coun- 
terfeit, and  forged  by  Chatterton, 
it  will  not  of  neceffity  follow,  that 
the  matter  of  them  was  alfo  forged 
by  him,  and  ftill  lefs,  that  all  the 
other  compofitions,  which  he  pro* 
fefled  to  have  copied  from  ancient 
MSS.  were  merely  inventions  of 
his  own.  In  either  cafe,  the  de- 
cifion  muft  finally  depend  upon  the 
internal  evidence. 

It  may  be  expelled  perhaps,  that 
the  Editor  ihould  give  an  opinion 
upon  this  important  qoeftion  ;  but 
he  rather  choofes,  for  many  rea- 
fons,  to  leave  it  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  unprejudiced  and  intel- 
ligent reader.  He  had  long  been 
defirous  that  thefe  poems  ihould  be 
printed  ;  and  therefore  readily  un- 
dertook the  charge  of  fuperintend- 
ing  the  edition.  This  he  has  ex- 
ecuted in  the  manner,  which  feem- 
cd  to  him  beft  fuited  to  fuch  a  pub- 
lication ;  and  here  he  means  that 
his  taflc  ihould  end.  Whether  the 
poems  be  really  ancient,  or  mo- 
dern ;  the  compofitions  of  Row- 
ley, or  the  forgeries  of  Chatterton : 
they  muft  always  be  confidered  as  a 
moft  iingular  literary  curioiity. 
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INTRODUCTORY  ACCOUNT 

OF        THE 

SEVERAL    PIECES.    1 

Eclogue  the  First. 
EciToGUE  THE  Second. 
Eclogue  the  Third. 

Thefe  three  Eclogues  are  print- 
ed from  a  MS.  furnilhed  by  Mr. 
Catcott,  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Thomas  Chatterton.  It  is  a  thin 
copy-book  in  410.  with  the  follow- 
ing title  in  the  iirft  page:  **  Ec/o' 
"  gues  and  other  Poems  by  Thomas 
**  Rowley;  nuith  a  GloJJary  and  An" 
"  notations    by   Thomas    Chatter-» 


con. 
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There  is  only  one  other  poem 
in  this  book,  viz.  the  fragment  of 
**  Goddivyn,  aTragedieJ*^ 

Elinoure  and  Juga. — This 
poem  is  reprinted  from  the  Tonxjn 
tind  Country  Magazine  for  May 
1769,  p.  273.  It  is  there  entitled, 
"  Elinoure  and  Juga,  Written  three 
hundred  years  ago  by  T.  Rowley  y  fe~ 
cular  priejl.'*  And  it  has  the  fol- 
lowing fubfcription  ;  *'  D.  B.  Bri- 
ftol.  May,  1769."  Chatterton 
foon  after  told  Mr.  Catcott,  that 
he  (Chatterton)  infened  it  in  the 
Magazine. 

The  prefent  Editor  has  taken 
the  liberty  to  fupply  [between 
hooks]  the  names  of  the  fpeakers, 
at  ver.  22  and  29,  which  had  pro- 
bably been  omitted  by  fome  ac- 
cident in  the  firft  publication  ;  as 
the  nature  of  the  compofition  feems 
to  require,  that  the  dialogue  fhould 
proceed  by  alternate  ftanzas, 

Vfrses  to  Lydgyte. 
SoNGE   to  ^Ella. 
Lydgate's  Answer. 

Thefe  three  fmall  poems  are 
printed  from  a  copy  in  Mr.  Cat- 
^ott*s  hand-writing.  Since  they 
were  printed  off,  the  Editor  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  with  a  copy  made  by  Mr. 
Barrett  from  the  piece  of  vellum, 
v/hich  Chatterton  formerly  gave  to 
him  as  the  original  MS. 

The  Tournament.— -—This 
poem  is  printed  from  a  copy  made 
by  Mr.  Catcott,  from  one  in  Chat- 
terton's  hand-writing. 

Sir  Simon  de  Bourton;  the  hero 
of  this  poem,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  firlt  founder  of  a  church 
4|dicaced   to   eure  Ladie,    in    the 


place  where  the  church  of  Saint 
Mary  Katcliffe  now  ftands.  Mr. 
Barrett  has  a  fmall  leaf  of  vel- 
lum (given  to  him  by  Chatterton 
as  one  of  Rowley's  original  MSS.) 
entitled,  **  Vita  de  Simon  de  Bour^- 
tony*  in  which  Sir  Simon  is  faid, 
as  in  the  pcem,  to  have  begun  his 
foundation  in  confequenceof  a  vovf 
made  at  a  tournament. 

The  Dethe  of  Syr  Charles 
Bawdin. — This  poem  is  reprint- 
ed from  the  copy  printed  at  Lon- 
don in  1772,  with  a  few  correc- 
tions from  a  copy  made  by  Mr. 
Catcott,  from  one  in  Chatterton'* 
hand-writing. 

The  perfon  here  celebrated,  un- 
der the  name  of  Syr  Charles  Baijo-^ 
din,  was  probably  Syr  Baldeivyn 
Fulford,  Knt.  a  zealous  Lanca- 
llrian,  who  was  executed  at  Briflol 
in  the  latter  end  of  1461,  the  iirlt 
year  of  Edward  the  Fouith.  He 
was  attainted,  with  many  others, 
in  the  general  a6l  of  Attainder, 
I  Edw.  TV.  but  he  feems  to  have 
been  executed  under  a  fpecial  com- 
miifion  for  the  trial  of  treafons, 
&c.  within  the  town  of  Briltol. 
The  fragment  of  the  old  chronicle, 
publilhed  by  Hearne  at  the  end  of 
Sprotii  Chronica  J  p.  289,  fays  only; 
"  Item  ike  fame yere  (i  Edw.  IV.) 
ijoai  taken  Sir  Baldeivine  Fulford  and 
behedid  att  Brijiow.*'  But  the  mat- 
ter is  more  fully  ftated  in  the  aft 
which  pafled  in  7  Edw.  IV.  for  the 
rellitution  in  blood  and  eftate  of 
Thomas  Fiilfoid,  Knt.'  eldell  fon 
of  Baldewyn  Fulford,  late  of 
Fulford,  in  the  county  of  Devon- 
fhire,  Knt.  Rot.  Pat.  8  Edw.  JV. 
p.  I.  m.  13..  The  preamble  of  this 
ad,  r.fter  Aatjng  the  attainder  by 
the  a6l  I  Edvyard  IV.  goes  on  thus: 
*'  And  alfo'the  faid  Baldewyn,  the 
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faid  firft  yere  of  your  noble  reign, 
at  Brillovve  in  the  fhefcof  Brirtowe, 
before  Henry  Erie  of  Effex  Wil- 
liam   Haflyngs    of  Haityngs   Knt. 
Richard    Chock   William    Canyng 
^^aire  of  the  faid   towne   oF    Bri- 
i^owe  and  Thomas  Young,  by  force 
of  your  letters  patentes  to  theym 
and  other  direfte  to  here  and  de- 
termine   all     treefons,    &c.    doon 
withyn  the  faid  towne  of  Briilowe 
before  the  vth   day  of   September 
the  iirfl  yere   of  your  faid  reign, 
was  atteynt   of  dyvers  trefons   by 
him   doon    ayneft    your    Highnes 
Sec**     If  the  commiffion  fate  foon 
after  the  vth  of  September,  as  is 
moft    probable.      King     Edward 
might  very  poflibly  be  at  Briftol  at 
the  time  of  Sir  Baldewyn*s  execu- 
tion ;  for,  in  the  interval  between 
his  coronation  and  the  parliament 
which  met  in  November,  he  made 
a  progrefs  (as  the  Continuator  of 
Stowe  informs  us,  p.  416.)  by  the 
South  coaft  into  the  Weft,  and  was 
(among  other   places)   at    Briftol. 
Indeed    there    is    a    circumftance 
which  might  lead    us    to   believe, 
that  he  was  aftually  a.  fpedlator  of 
the   execution    from    the  minfter- 
window,  as  defcribed  in  the  poem. 
In  an  old  accompt  of  the  Procu- 
rators of  St.  Ewin*s  church,  which 
was    then    the    minfter,    from   xx 
March    in   the    i   Edward  IV.    to 
I  April  in  the  year  next  enfuing, 
IS  the  following  article,  according 
to  a  copy  made   by  Mr.   Catcotc 
from  the  original  book 
*  *  I  te  m  for  nxjajhyngi 
the  church  payven  ageyns 
Kynge  Ednuard   ^th 
corny  nge.'* 


Dk. 

i:] ... 

"f  >iiijd.    ob. 

1 


JEthA,  a  tragycal  enterlude— 
This  poem,  with  the  Epijile,  Let- 
Utt  and  Entroduciionnf,  is  printed 


from  a  folio  MS.  furniftied  by  Mr, 
Catcott,  in  the  beginning  of  which 
he  has  written,  **  Chatcerton's 
tranfcript,  1769."  The  whole 
tranfcript  is  of  Chatterton's  hand- 
writing. 

GoDDWYN,  a  tragedie. — This 
fragment  is  printed  from  the  MS. 
mentioned  above,  in  Chatterton's 
hand-writing. 

English  Metamorphosis. 
»— This  poem  is  printed  from  a 
iipgle  fheet  in  Chatterton's  hand- 
writing, communicated  by,  Mr. 
Barrett,  who  received  it  from 
Chatterton. 

Balade  ofCharitie. — This 
poem  is  aifo  printed  from  a  fingle 
Iheet  in  Chatterton's  hand-writ- 
ing. 

Battle  of  Hastings,  N»  i. 
Battle  of  Hastings,  N^  2. 

In  printing  the  firft  of  thefe 
poems  two  copies  have  been  made 
ufe  of,  both  taken  from  copies  of 
Chatterton's  hand-writing,  the  one 
by  Mr.  Catcott,  and  the  other  by 
Mr.  Barrett.  The  principal  dif- 
ference between  them  is  at  the 
end,  where  the  latter  has  fourteen 
lines  from  ver.  550,  which  are 
wanting  in  the  former.  The  fe- 
cond  poem  is  printed  from  a  fingle 
copy,  made  by  Mr.  Barrett,  from  . 
one  in  Chatterton's  hand-writing. 

It  fhould  be  oblerved,  that  the 
poem  marked  N°  1 ,  was  given  to 
Mr.  Barrett  by  Chatterton  with 
the  following  title  ;  **  Battle  of 
Hajlings,  nvrote  by  Turgot  the  Mo»,k, 
a  Saxony  in  the  tenth  century y  and 
tranjlated  by  Thomas  Roivlie,  parijh 
preejie  of  St,    Johns  in  the    city  of 

Briftol, 
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JBriJIel,  in  the  year  1465. — 7'he  re- 
mainder  of  the  poem  I  ba^ve  not  been 
happy  enough  to  meet  nvith."  Being 
afterwards,  pred  by  Mr,  Barrett  to 
produce  any  part  of  this  poem  in 
the  original  hand-writing,  he  at 
laft  faid,  that  he  wrote  this  poem 
himfelf  for  a  friend  ;  but  that  he 
had  another,  the  copy  of  an  ori- 
ginal by  Rowley  :  and  being  then 
defired  to  produce  that  other  poem, 
he,  after  a  confiderable  interval 
of  time,  brought  to  Mr,  Barrett 
the  poem  marked  N°  2,  as  far  as 
ver.  530  incl.  with  the  following 
title  ;  "  Battle  of  Hajiyngs  by  Tur- 
gotusy  tranflated  by  Roulie  for  W. 
Canynge  Efq.**  The  lines  from 
ver.  531  inch  were  brought  fome 
time  after,  in  confequence  of  Mr. 
Barrett's  repeated  folicitations  for 
the  conclufion  of  the  poem. 

Onn  cure  Ladies  Chyrche. 

On  the  same. 

The  firft  of  thefe  poems  is  print- 
ed from  a  copy  made  by  Mr.  Cat- 
cott,  from  one  in  Chatterton's 
hand  writing. 

The  other  is  taken  from  a  MS. 
in  Chatterton*s  hand-writing,  fur- 
niftied  by  Mr.  Catcott,  entitled, 
**  A  Difcourfe  onBriJio'we,  by  Thomas 
Ronxjlie.'* 

Epitaph  on  Robert  Ca- 
KYNGE. —  This  is  one  of  the  frag* 
ments  of  vellum,  given  by  Chat- 
tcrton  to  Mr.  Barrett,  as  part  of 
his  original  MSS. 

The  Storie  op  William 
Canynge. — The  34  firft  lines  of 
this  poem  are  extant  upon  another 
of  the  vellum  fragments,  given  by 
Chauerion  to  Mr.  Barrett,  The 
^mainder   is  printed  from  a  copy 
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furniftied  by  Mr.  Catcott,  with 
fome  correftions  from  another 
copy,  made  by  Mr.  Barrett  from 
one  in  Chatterton's  hand-writing. 
This  poem  makes  part  of  a  profe- 
work,  attributed  to  Rowley,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  Painters^  Car^ 
'vellerSf  Poets,  and  other  eminent 
natives  of  Briftol,  from  the  earlieft 
times  to  his  own.  The  whole 
will  be  publiflied  by  Mr.  Barrett, 
with  remarks,  and  large  additions  % 
among  which  we  may  expedt  a 
complete  and  authentic  hillory  of 
that  diftinguifhed  citizen  of  Bri- 
ftol, Mr.  William  Canynge,  In 
the  mean  time,  the  reader  may  fe« 
feveral  particulars  relating  to  him 
in  Cambden^s  Britannia^   Somerfet, 

Col.  95.  Rymer's  Faedera,&cc^ 

ann.  1449  &  1450. — Tanner''^  Not* 
Monaft.  Art.  Bristol  and  West- 
bury.  —  Dugdale\  JVarnjuickJhire , 
p.  634. 

It  may  be  proper  juft  to  remark 
here,  that  Mr.  Canynge*s  brother, 
mentioned  in  ver.  129,  who  was 
lord  mayor  of  London  in  1456, 
is  called  Thomas  by  Stowe  in  his 
Lift  of  Mayors,  &c. 

The  tranfadion  alluded  to  in 
the  laft  ftanza  is  related  at  large  in 
fome  Profe  Memoirs  of  Rowley,  of 
which  a  very  incorreft  copy  has 
been  printed  in  the  Toiun  and 
Country  Magazine  for  November 
1775.  ^^  ^s  \\itvt  faid,  that  Mr. 
Canynge  went  into  orders,  to  avoid 
a  marriage,  propofed  by  King 
Edward,  between  him  and  a  lady 
of  the  Widdeville  family.  It  is 
certain,  from  the  Regifter  of  the 
Biftiop  of  Worcefter,  that  Mr, 
Canynge  was  ordained  Acolythe  by 
Bilhop  Carpenter  on  19  Septem- 
ber 1467,  and  received  the  higher 
orders  of   Subdeacon,  Deacon^  ,and 

M  .    PrieJ^, 


i62        ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


Pr/^,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1467.  O.  S.  the  2d  and  i6th  of 
Aprils  1468,  refpcdively. 

On    Happiness,    by    fVilHam 
Canynge. 

Onne    Johme    a    Dalbenie, 
by  the  fame. 

Thr  Gouler*s  Requiem,  by 
the  fame. 

The    Accounts  of  W.  Ca- 
nynge's  Feaste. 

Of  thefi^  four  poems  attributed 
to  Mr.  Canynge,  the  three  firft 
are  printed  from  Mr.  Catcott's 
copies.  The  laft  is  taken  from  a 
fragment  of  vellum,  which  Chat- 
terton  gave  to  Mr.  Barrett  as  an 
original.  The  Editor  has  doubts 
about  the  reading  of  the  fecond 
word  in  ver.  7,  but  he  has  printed 
itkeene,  as  he  found  it  fo  in  other 
copies.  The  reader  may  judge  for 
himfelf,  by  examining  i\iQ  Fac  Jt- 
fnih '\x\  the  oppofite  page. 

With  refpedl  to  the  three  friends 
of  Mr.  Canynge  mentioned  in  the 
Jaft  line,  the  name  of  Ronvley  is 
fufficiently  known  from  the  pre- 
ceding poems.  Jfcamum  appears 
as  an  ador  in  the  tragedy  ai  uElla, 
and  in  that  of  Gcddvjyn-,  and  a 
poem,  afcribed  to  him,  entitled 
•*  The  merry  Tricks  of  Laymington^^* 
is  infertedin  the  *'Difcor/eofBri^ 
Jto'iKt**  Sir.  Theobald  Gorges  was  a 
Jcnight  of  an  antient  family  feated 
at  Wraxhall,  within  a  few  miles 
of  Briftol  [See  Rot.  Pari.  3  H.  VL 
n.  28.  Lelattd's  hin.  vol.  VII. 
p.  98.]  He  has  alfo  appeared 
above  as  an  aftor  in  both  the  tra- 
gedies, and  as  the  author  of  one 
of  the  Mynfirelles  fovges  in  ^lla. 
His  connexion  with  Mr.  Canynge 
is  verified  by  a  deed  of  the  latter, 
dated  20  Oftober,  1467,  in  which 
he  gives  to  truliees,  in  part  of  a 


benefadrion  of  566"/.  to  the  church 
of  St.  Mary  Redcliffe,  "  certain 
jenvells  0/  Sir  Theobald  Gorg  ^^ ,  K  n  t .  *  * 
which  had  been  pawned  to  him 
for  160/. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  reader  is  defired  to  obferve, 
that  the  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
feveral  pages  are  a!)  copied  from 
MSS.  in  the  hand-writing  oi  Tho- 
mas Chatterton. 

We  (hall  give  ^  fpecimen  of  thft 
foregoing  pieces  in  our  article  of 
Poetry. 


A  Jhort  Account  of  Williahi  Gart- 
rings,  fhe  P erf  on  fo  often  Men^ 
t toned  in  iht  preceding  Article-^ 
Founder  of  St.  Mary  RedclifF^'i 
Church  in  Briltol.  fVrote  by  the 
foregoing  Thomas  ROiilie,  Prieji, 
in  the  Tear  1460. 


I 


Wasfadre  coftfcfTour  to  mafteres 
Robert  and  maftrc  William 
Cannings.  Maltre  Roberte  was  a 
man  after  his  fadre*s  own  harte, 
greedie  of  gaynes  and  fparyngs  of 
alms  deeds ;  but  maftre  William 
was  mickJe  courteous,  and  gave"  me 
many  marks  in  my  needs.  At  the 
age  of  22  years  deceased  mafter 
Roberte,  and  by  mafter  William's 
defyre,  bequeathed  me  one  hun- 
dred marks  ;  I  went  to  thank  ma- 
fter William  for  his  mickle  cour- 
teile,  and  to  make  tender  of  my 
felfe  to  him.  Fadre,  quod  he,  I 
have  a  crotchett  in  my  brayne  that 
will  neede  your  aide,  Mafter  Wil- 
liam, faid  1,  if  you  commamd  me 
I  will  go  to  Roome  for  you  ;  noC 
fo  farr  diftant,  faid  he:  I  ken  you 
for  a  mickle  iearnd  prieft,  if  yoa 
will  leave  the  paryfh  of  our  ladie, 

and 
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and  travel  for  me,  it  fhall  be 
mickle  to  your  profits. 

I  gave  my  hands,  and  he  told 
mce  I  m lift  goe  to  all  the  abbies 
arid  pryorys,  and  gather  together 
aiincient  drawyings,  if  of  anie  ac- 
count, at  any  price.  Confented  1 
to  the  fame,  and  purfuant  fett  out 
tbe  M  J ndaie  following  for  the  min- 
l!er' of  our  ladie  ar>d  Sarah  Good- 
wynt*,  where  a  drawing  of  a  fteeple, 
contryvd  for  the  belles  when  runge 
to  fwaie  out  of  the  fyde  into  the 
ayre,  had  I  thence:  it  was  done 
by  Syr  Symon  de  Mambrie,  who 
in  the  troublefomtne  ray«e  of  king 
Stephen  devoted  himfelfe,  and  was 
fhorne. 

Hawkes  (howd  me  a  manufcript 
in  Saxonne,  but  I  was  onely  to 
bargayne  for  drawyngs. — The  next 
drawyings  I  metten  with  was  a 
church  to  be  reard,  fo  as  in  form 
of  a  crofs,  the  end  (landing  in  the 
ground,  a  long  manufcript  was  an- 
nexed. Matter  Canning  thought 
no  workman  could  be  found  handie 
enough  to  do  it — The  tale  of  the 
drawers  defervech  relation. — Tho- 
mas de  Blanderville,  a  preelle,  al- 
though the  preelle  had  no  allows, 
lovd  a  fair  mayden,  and  on  her 
begett  a  fonn.  Thomas  educated 
his  fbnn  ;  at  fixieen  years  he  went 
into  the  warrs,  and  neer  did  return 
for  five  years. — His  mother  was 
married  to  a  knight,  and  bare  a 
daughter,  then  fi;iteen,  who  was 
feen  and  lovd  by  Thomas,  fon  of 
Thomas,  and  married  to  hitn  un- 
known to  her  mother,  by  Ralph  de 
Mefching,  of  the  Minfter,  who  in- 
vited, as  cuftom  was,  two  of  his 
brothers,  Thomas  de  Blunderville 
and  John  Hefchamme.  Thomas 
neverthelefs  had  not  feen  his  fonn 
for  five  years,  kennd  him  in- 
ftauntly ;  and  learning  the  name 
of  the  bryde,  took  him  afyde  and 


difclofd  to  him  that  he  was  his 
fonn,  and  was  weded  to  his  own 
fiitre. — Voyng  Thomas  toke  on  fo 
thai  he  was  Ihorne. 

He  drew  manic  fine  drawyings 
on  glafs.  \ 

1  he  abbott  of  the  minfter  of  Pe- 
terborrow  fold  it  me,  he  might 
have  bargaynd  20  marks  bette*. 
but  mafter  William  would  not  de- 
part with  it.  The  prior  of  Co 
ventree  did  fell  me  a  picture  of 
great  accoun:,  made  by  Badiliaa 
Y'allyanne,  who  did  lyve  in  the 
rayne  of  kynge  Henrie  the  Firft, 
a  man  of  fickle  temper,  havying^ 
been  tendred  fyx  pounds  of  filver 
for  it^  to  which  he  faid  naie,  and 
afterwards  did  give  it  to  the  then 
abott  of  Coventriee.  In  brief,  I 
gathered  together  manie  marks  va- 
lue of  fine  drawyings,  aJl  the  works 
of  mickle  cunning. — Mailer  Wil- 
liam culld  the  moft  choife  parts> 
but  hearing  of  a  draw'ying  in  Dur- 
ham church  hee  did  fend  me. 

Fadree  you  have  done  mickle 
well,  all  the  chatills  are  more  worth 
then  you  gave  ;  take  this  for  your 
paynes :  fo  faying,  he  did  put  into 
my  hands  a  purfc  of  two  hun- 
dreds good  pounds,  and  did  fay 
that  I  fhould  note  be  in  need  ;  I 
did  thank  him  moll  heartily. — 
The  choife  drawying,  when  his 
fadre  did  dye,  was  begunn  to  be 
put  up,  and  fome  houfes  neer 
the  old  church  erafed  ;  it  was  drawu 
by  Aflema,  preell  of  St.  Cutch- 
burts,  and  offerd  as  a  drawyng  for 
Weflminlter,  but  cafl  afyde,  being 
the  tender  did  not  fpeak  French. 
— I  had  now  mickle  of  ryches,  and 
lyvd  in  a  houfe  on  the  hyll,  oftea 
repayrings  to  maftere  William, 
who  was  now  lord  of  the  houfe.  I 
fent  him  my  verfcs  touching  his 
church,  for  which  he  did  fend  me 
mickle  good  things.— In  thoi  year 
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Kyng  Edward  came  to  Briftow, 
Maftcr  Cannings  fend  for  me  to 
avoid  a  marriage  which  the  king 
was  bent  upon  between  him  and  a 
ladie  he  neer  had  feen>  of  the  fa- 
milee  of  the  Winddcvilles,  the 
danger  where  nigh,  unlefs  avoided 
by  oneremidee,  an  holie  one,  which 
was,  to  be  ordained  a  fonn  of  holy 
church,  beyng  franke  from  the 
power  of  kynges  in  that  caufe,  and 
can  be  wedded. — Mr.  Cannings 
inftantly  fent  me  to  Carpenter,  his 
good  friend,  biftiop  of  Worcefter, 
and  the  Fryday  following  was  pre- 
paird,  and  ordaynd  the  next  day, 
the  daie  of  St.  Matthew,  and  on 
Sunday  fung  his  firll  mafs,  in  the 
church  of  our  ladie,  to  the  aftoniih- 
ing  of  kyng  Edward,  who  was  fo 
furiouflymaddandravyings  withall, 
that  maftcr  Cannings  was  wylling 
to  give  him  3000  markes,  which 
made  him  peace  again,  and  he  was 
admytted  to  the  prefence  of  the 
kyng,  fiaid  in  Briflow,  partook  of 
all  his  pleafures  and  paftimes  till 
he  departed  the  next  year. 

I  gave  mailer  Cannings  my  Bri- 
ftow  tragedy,  for  which  he  gave 
me  in  hands  twentie  pounds,  and 
did  praife  it  more  then  I  did  think 
my  felf  did  deferve,  for  I  can  fay 
in  troth,  1  was  never  proud  of  my 
verfes  fmce  J  did  read  mafter  Chau- 
cer ;  and  now  haveing  nought  to 
do,  and  not  wyling  to  be  ydle,  I 
went  to  the  minfter  of  our  Ladie 
and  Saint  Goodwin,  and  then  did 
purchafe  the  Saxon  manufcripts, 
;and  fett  my  fclf  diligentley  to  tran- 
llateand  worde  it  in  Englilh  metre, 
which  in  one  year  I  performed  and 
fettled  it  the  Battle  of  Haftyings  ; 
mafter  William  did  bargyin  for  one 
to  be  manufcript,  and  John  Pel- 
ham,  an  efquire,  of  Alhley,  for 
another.— Matter  William  did  praife 
ie  muckle  greatiy,  but  advifed  me 


to  tender  it  to  no  man,  bcying  the 
man  whofe  name  where  therein 
mentioned  would  be  oiFended.  He 
gave  me  20  markes,  and  I  did  goe 
to  Aihley,  to  mafter  Pelham,  to 
be  payd  of  him  for  the  other  one 
I  left  with  him. 

But  his  ladie  being  of  the  family 
of  the  Fifcamps,  of  whom  fome 
things  are  faid,  he  told  me  he  had 
burnt  it,  and  would  have  me  burnt 
too  if  I  did  not  avaunt.  Dureing 
this  dinn  his  wife  did  come  out, 
and  made  a  dinn  to  fpeak  by  a 
figure  would  have  over  founded  the 
bells  of  our  Ladie  of  the  ClifFe  ;  I 
was  fain  content  to  gett  away  in 
a  fafe  fkin. 

I  wrote  my  Juflice  of  Peace, 
which  mailer  Cannings  advifed  me 
fecrett  to  keep,  which  I  did;  and 
now  being  grown  auncient  I  was 
feized  with  great  pains,  which  did 
coil  me  mickle  of  markes  to  be 
cured  off. — Mafter  William  offered 
me  a  Cannon's  place  in  Weilbury 
Collige,  which  gladly  had  I  ac- 
cepted, but  my  pains  made  me  to 
ftaie  at  home.  After  this  mif- 
chance  I  livd  in  a  houfe  by  the 
Tower,  which  has  not  been  repaird 
fmce  Robert  Confull  of  Gloucefter 
repayrd  the  caftJe  and  wall ;  here 
I  iivd  warm,  but  in  my  houfe  on 
the  hyll  the  ayer  was  mickle  keen  ; 
fome  markes  it  coft  mtf  to  put  it  in 
repair  my  new  houfe,  and  brynging 
my  chatties  from  the  ould  ;  it  was 
a  fine  houfe,  and  I  much  marville 
it  was  untenanted.  A  perfon  greedy 
of  gains  was  the  then  pofTefTour, 
and  of  him  I  did  buy  it  at  a  very 
fmall  rate,  having  lookd  on  the 
ground  works  and  mayne  fupports, 
and  fynding  them  ftaunch,  and 
repayrs  no  need  wanting,  I  did 
buy  of  the  owner,  GeofFry  Coombe, 
on  a  repayring  leafe  for  99  years, 
he   thjnkying  it  would  fail  down 
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everie  day  ;  but  with  a  few  markes 
expence  did  put  it  up  in  a  manner 
neat,  and  therein  I  lyvd. 


Some  Account  of  the  Prerogatives, ^Sc, 
at  Sarum,  efpecially  of  the  Epif- 
copus  Puerorum;  a  very  fngular 
Inftitution  obferved  in  the  Cathe- 
drals of  England  before  the  Re- 
formation, in  Memory  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas, BiJ^op  of  Myra,  in  Lycia, 
furnamed  the  Child  Biftiop,  and 
the  Patron  of  young  Scholars  among 
the  Roman  Catholicks.  From  Sir 
John  Hawkins's  Hiftory  of  the 
Science  and  Praftice  of  Mulick. 

HE  was  to  be  elefted  from 
among  the  chorifters,  on  the 
anniverfary  of  St.  Nicholas,  being 
the  fixth  day  of  December;  was 
invefted  with  great  authority,  and 
had  the  ftate  of  a  diocefan  bifliop, 
from  the  time  of  his  eleftion  until 
Innocent's  Day,  as  it  is  called,  be- 
ing the  2^th  of  the  fame  month. 
He  was  to  bear  the  name  and  main- 
tain the  ftate  of  a  bilhop,  habited 
with  a  croiier  or  paftoral-ftaff  in  his 
hand,  and  a  mitre  on  his  head. 
His  fellows,  the  rell  of  the  children 
of  the  choir,  were  to  take  upon 
them  the  ftyle  and  office  of  pre- 
bendaries, and  yield  to  the  bilhop 
canonical  obedience  ;  and,  farther, 
the  fame  fervice  as  the  very  biihop 
himfelf,  with  his  dean  and  preben- 
daries, had  they  been  to  officiate, 
were  to  have  performed,  the  very 
fame,  mafs  excepted,  was  done  by 
the  chorifter  and  his  canons,  upon 
the  eve  and  the  holiday.  The  ufe 
of  Sarum  required  alfo,  that  upon 
the  eve   of  Innocent's    Day,    the 


chorifter  biftiop,  with  his  fellows, 
fhould  go  in  folemn  proceflion  to 
the  altar  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in 
copes,  and  with  burning  tapers  in 
their  hands  ;  and  that,  during  the  - 
proceflion,  three  of  the  boys  ftiould 
/ing  certain  hymns,  mentioned  in 
the    rubric.     The   proceflion    was 
made  through  the  great  door  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  church,  in  fuch  or- 
der, that  the  dean  and  canons  went 
foremoft,  the   chaplain  next,   and 
the  biihop,  with  his  little  preben- 
daries, laft  ;. agreeable  to  that  rule 
in  the  ordering  of  all  procellions, 
which  afligns  the  rearward  ftation 
to  the  moft   honourable.     In    the 
choir  was  a  feat  or  throne  for  th« 
bifhop ;  and  as  to  the  reft  of  the 
children,    they   were  difpofed    on 
each  fide  of  the  choir,  upon  the  up- 
permoft   afcent.     And    fo    careful 
was  the  church  to  prevent  any  dif- 
order  which  the  rude  curiofity  of 
the  multitude  might  occafton  in  the 
celebration    of  this  Angular  cere- 
mony, that  their  ftatutes  forbid  all 
perfons  whatfoever,  under  pain  of 
the  greater  excommunication,    to 
interruptorprefs  upon  the  children, 
either  in  the  proceflion,  or  during 
any  part  of  the  fervice  direfled  by 
the  rubric  ;  or  any  way  to  hinder 
or  interrupt  them  in  the  execution 
or  performance  of  what  it  concerned 
them  to  do.     Farther  it  appears, 
that   this  infant-bifhop  did,    to  a 
certain   limit,  receive    to  his  own 
ufe,  rents,  capons,  and  other  emo- 
luments of  the  church. 

In  cafe  the  little  biftiop  died 
within  the  month,  his  exequies 
were  folemnized  with  great  pomp  ; 
and  he  was  interred,  like  other  bi- 
ftiops,  with  all  his  ornaments. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays, 


Valour,  Patrtotifmy  and  Triendjhip^ 
wceighed  in  the  Balance  of  Chrif- 
tianity.  By  Soame  Jenyns,  Efq, 
From  that  Genthtnan*s  celebrated 
View  of  the  Internal  Evidence 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

MY  third  propdfition  is  this  ; 
that  from  this  book  called 
the  New  Teftanient,  may  be  col- 
leftcd  a  fyrtem  of  ethics,  in  which 
every  moral  precept  founded  on 
reafon  is  carried  to  a  higher  degree 
of  purity  and  perfetlion,  than  in 
any  other  of  the  ancient  philofo- 
phers  of  preceding  ages ;  every 
moral  precept  founded  on  falfe 
principles  is  entirely  omitted,  and 
many  new  precepts  added,  pecu- 
liarly correfponding  with  the  new 
objeft  of  this  religion. 

By  moral  precepts  founded  on 
reafon,  I  mean  all  thofe,  which  en- 
force the  pradlice  of  fuch  duties  as 
reafon  informs  us  muft  improve 
our  natures,  and  conduce  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  :  fuch  are 
piety  to  God,  benevolence  to  men, 
juftice,  charity,  temperance,  and 
fobriety,  with  all  thofe,  which  pro- 
hibit the  commilTion  of  the  con- 
trary vices,  all  which  debafe  our 
natures,  and,  by  mutual  injuries, 
introduce  univerfal  diforder,  and 
confequently  univerfal  mifery.  By 
precepts   founded  on  falfe  princi- 


ples, I  mean  thofe  which  recom- 
mend ftditious  virtues  produ6live 
of  none  of  thefe  falutary  effefts, 
and  therefore,  however  celebrated 
and  admired,  are  in  fad  no  virtues 
at  all ;  fuch  are  valour,  patriptifm, 
and  friendihi-p. 

That  virtues  of  the  firft  kind 
are  carried  to  a  higher  degree  of 
purity  and  perfeflipn  by  the  chrif- 
tian religion  than  by  any  other, 
it  is  here  unnecefTary  to  prove,  be- 
caufe  this  is  a  truth,  which  has  been 
fo  frequently  demonftrated  by  her 
friends,  and  never  once  denied  by 
the  moft  determined  of  her  adver- 
faries ;  but  it  will  be  proper  to 
fhew,  that  thofe  of  the  latter  fort 
are  moft  judicioiilly  omi^^fed  ;  be- 
caufe  they  have  really  no  intrinfic 
merit  in  them,  and  are  totally  in- 
compatible with  the  genius  and 
fpirit  of  this  inllitution. 

Valour,  for  inftance,  or  aftive 
courage,  is  for  the  molt  part  con- 
ftitutional,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  more  claim  to  moral  merit, 
than  wit,  beauty,  health,  ilrength, 
or  any  other  endowment  of  the 
mind  or  body  ;  and  fo  far  is  it 
from  producing  any  falutary  effcfts 
by  introducing  peace,  order,  or 
happinefs  into  fociety,  that  it  is  the 
ufual  perpetrator  of  all  the  vio- 
lences, which  from  retaliated  in- 
juries diilradt  the  world  with  blood- 
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(hed    and  dcvaftaiion.     It    is    the 
engine    by   which    the    ftrong    are 
enabled  to  plunder  the  weak,  the 
proud  to  trample  upon  the  humble, 
and  the  guilty  to  opprefs  the  inno- 
cent:    it    is   the    chief  inftrument 
which  ambiti,pn  employs  in  her  un- 
juft  purfuits  Oi   wealth  ,a.nd  ppwer, 
and  is  therefore   fo  much  extQlled 
by  her  votaries:. it  was  indeed  con- 
genial with  the  religion  of  pagans, 
whofe  goc^s  were  for  the  molt  part 
made  out  of  deceafed   heroes,  ex- 
alted  to    heaven  as   a  reward    for 
the  mifchiefs  which  they  have  per- 
petrated upon  earth,  and  therefore 
with  them  this  was  the  firft  of  vir- 
tues, and  had  even  engroflcd  that 
denomination  to  itfflf ;  but  what- 
ever  merit   it   may   have   affumed 
among   pagans,   with  chriftians   it 
can  prcend   to  none,  and   few  or 
none  are  the  occalions  in  which  they 
are  permitted  to  exert  it:  they  are 
fo  far  from  being  allowed  to  inflict 
evil,  that  they  are  forbid  even  to 
refift  it ;  they  are  fo  far  from  being 
encouraged  to  revenge  injuries,  that 
one  of  their  firlt  duties   is  to  for- 
give them;   fo  far  from   being  in- 
Cited  to  d  llroy  their  enemies,  that 
they  are  commanded  to  love  them, 
and    to  ferve    them  to   the  utmoll 
of  their   power.     If   chriftian  na- 
tions   therefore     were    nations   of 
chriftians,  all  war    would   be   im- 
poiUble     and     unknown     a^mongft 
them,  and  valour  could  be  neither 
of  ufe  or  elHmation,  and  therefore 
could    never   have    a  place  in  the 
catalogue  of  chrilHan  virtues,  be- 
ing   irreconcileable    with    all    its 
precepts.    I  objedl  not  to  the  praife 
and  honours  bellowed   on   the  va- 
liant,   they    are    the   lead   tribute 
which  can   be  paid  them   by   thofe 
who  enjoy  fafety  and  affluence  by 
th^  intervenuon  of  their   dangers 


and  fufferings ;  I  afTert  only  that 
adive    courage    can    never   be    a 
chrillian  virtue,  becaufe  a  chriftian 
can   have  nothing    to  do   with  it. 
PafTive     courage     is    indeed    fre- 
quently, and    properly  inculcated, 
by  this  meek  and  fuffering  religion, 
under  the  titles  of  patience  and  re- 
fignation  :    a  real    and   fubftantial 
virtue  this,  and  a  direft  contraft  to 
the   former ;    for   palfive    courajge 
arifes  from  the  noblell  difpofition^ 
of  the  human   mind,  from  a  con- 
tempt  of   misfortunes,   pain,  and 
death,  and  a  confidence  in  the  pro- 
tcdion  of  the   Almighty  ;  a6Hve, 
from  the    meaneft:    from    paffion, 
vanity,  and  felf-dependance  :  paf- 
five  courage  is  .derived  from  a  zeal 
for  truth,  and   a    perfeverance  in 
duty;    aftive   is    the    offspring   of 
pride  and  revenge,  and  the  parent 
of  cruelty  and  injuftice  :  in  ihort, 
paffive  courage  is  the  refolution  of 
a  philofopher,    adive  the  ferocity 
of  a  favage.     Nor  is  this  more  in- 
compatible with  the  precepts,  than 
with    the   object  of  this   religion, 
which   is    the    attainment    of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  for  valour  is 
not  that  fort  of  violence,  by  which 
that  kingdom   is  to  be  taken  ;  nor 
are  the  turbulent  fpirits  of  heroes 
and    conquerors     admiffible    into 
thofe  regions  of  peace,  fubordina- 
tion,  and  tranquillity. 

Patriotifm  alfo,  that  celebrated 
virtue  fomuch  pradifed  in  ancient, 
and  fo  much  profeiled  in  modern 
times,  that  virtue,  which  fo  long 
preferved  the  liberties  of  Greece, 
and  exalted  Rome  to  the  empire  of 
the  world  :  this  celebrated  virtue,! 
fay,  mufl:  alfo  be  excluded ;  becaufe 
it  not  only  falls  fhort  of,  but  diredly 
counteracts,  the  extenfive  benevo- 
lence of  this  religion.  A  chriftian  is 
of  no  country,  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
M  4  world  ; 
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world  ;  and  his  neighbours  and 
countrymen  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  remotefl:  regions,  whenever 
their  dillrefles  demand  his  friendly 
affillance :  chriftianity  commands 
us  to  love  all  mankind,  patriotifm 
to  opprefs  all  other  countries  to 
advance  the  imaginary  profperity^ 
of  our  own  :  chriftianity  enjoins 
lis  to  imitate  the  univerfal  bene- 
volence of  our  Creator,  who  pours 
forth  his  bleflings  on  every  nation 
upon  earth  ;  patriotifm  to  copy  the 
mean  partiality  of  an  Englifii  pa- 
rifh  officer,  who  thinks  injuftice 
and  cruelty  meritorious,  whenever 
they  promote  the  interefts  of  his 
own  inconliderable  village.  This 
has  ever  been  a  favourite  virtue 
with  mankind,  becaufe  it  conceals 
felf-intereft  under  the  malk  of  pub- 
lic fpirit,  not  only  from  others, 
l)ut  even  from  themfelves,  and 
gives  a  licence  to  inflid  wrongs 
and  injuries  not  only  with  impu- 
nity, but  with  applaufe  ;  but  it  is 
fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  th? 
great  charaderiftic  of  this  inftitu- 
tion,  that  it  never  could  have  been 
admitted  into  the  lift  of  chriftian 


merit ;  for  it  is  juftlv  obferved, 
'*  if  ye  love  them  which  love  you, 
*'  what  thanks  have  ye  ?  for  fin- 
**  ners  alfo  love  thofc,  that  love 
**  them*."  But  if  they  are  formed 
from  alliances  in  parties,  factions, 
and  interefts,  or  from  a  participa- 
tion of  vices,  the  ufual  parents  of 
what  are  called  friendlhips  among 
mankind,  they  are  then  both  mif- 
chievous  and  criminal,  arid  confe^ 
quently  forbidden,  but  in  their  ut- 
molt  purity  deferve  no  recommend- 
ation from  this  religion. 


virtues. 

Friendfhip  likewife,  although 
more  congenial  to  the  principles  of 
chriftianity,  arifing  from  more  ten- 
der and  amiable  difpofitions,  could 
never  gain  admittance  amongft  her 
benevolent  precepts  for  the  fame 
jeafon ;  becaufe  it  is  too  narrow  and 
confined,  and  appropriates  that  be- 
nevolence to  a  fingle  objefl,  which 
is  here  commanded  to  be  extended 
over  all  :  where  friendftiips  arife 
from  fimilarity  of  fentiments,  and 
difinterefted  aiFedlions,  they  are 
advantageous,  agreeable,  and  inno- 
^gnt,  but  have  little  pretenfions  to 


Slanjery  ahfolutely  inconjiftent  nvithy 
and  e'ven  contrary  to,  found  Policy , 
Humanity  t  Reafon,  and  Jujiicei 
<with  fome  Hints  to  thofe  nuho  are 
not  to  be  mo'ved  hy  fuch  Arguments, 
for  the  better  Treatment  of  S/a^ves 
during  their  Pajfage  from  Africa 
to  America  ;  and  on  the  Planta' 
tions  of  the  latter,  greatly  to  the 
Ad'vantage  of  their  Otuners,  ax 
'voell  as  themfelves.  from  the 
Abbe  Raynal's  Hiftorical  and 
Political  Survey  of  the  European 
Settlements  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft-Indies,  &c. 

IN  America  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved and  afferted,  that  the 
Africans  are  equally  incapable  of 
reafon  and  of  virtue.  The  following 
well-authenticated  fad  will  enable 
us  to  judge  of  this  opinion. 

An  Englilh  ftiip  that  traded  in 
Guinea  in  1752,  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  furgeon  behind,  whofe 
bad  ftate  of  health  did  not  permit 
him  to  continue  at  fea.  Murray, 
for  that  was  his  name,  was  there 
endeavouring  to  recover  his  health, 
when  a  Dutch  veftel  drew  near  the 


^  j-ulie  yi.  p, 
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coafl,  put  the  blacks  in  irons, 
whom  curiofity  had  brought  to  the 
fhore,  and  inltantly  failed  off  with 
their  booty. 

Thofe  who  interefled  themfelves 
for  thefe  unhappy  people,  incenfed 
at   fo   bafe  a  treachery,    inftantly 
ran  to  Cudjoc,  (a  black,  at  whofe 
houfe  Murray  lodged)  who  flopped 
them  at  his  door,  and  afked  them 
what  they  were  in  fearch  of.  "The 
white  man,  who  is  with  you,"  re- 
plied they,  **  who  fhould   be  put 
to  death,  becaufe  his  brethren  have 
carried  off  ours."     *'  The  Euro- 
peans,"   anfwered     the    generous 
hoft,   **  who  have  carried  off  our 
countrymen,  are  barbarians  ;  kill 
them  whenever  you  can  find  them. 
But  he  who  lodges  with  me  is  a 
good  man,  he  is  my  friend  :   my 
houfe  is  his  fortrefs ;  I  am  his  fol- 
dier,  and  I  will  defend  him.     Be- 
fore you  can  get  at  him,  you   (hall 
pafs  over  my  body.     O  my  friends, 
what  juft  man  would  ever  enter  my 
doors,  if  r  had  fufFered  my  habita- 
tion to  be  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  an  innocent  man?"  This  dif- 
courfe    appeafcd   the    rage  of  the 
blacks :    they  retired    afhamed    of 
the  deCign  that  had  brought  them 
there  ;    and  fome   days  after    ac- 
knowledged   to    Murray    himfelf, 
how  happy  they  were  that  they  had 
not   committed    a    crime,    which 
would  have  occafioned  them  per- 
petual remorfe. 

This  event  renders  it  probable, 
that  the  firft  impreflions  which  the 
Africans  receive  in  the  new  world, 
determine  them  either  to  good  or 
bad  aflions.  Repeated  experience 
confirms  the  truth  of  this  obfcrva- 
tion  :  thofe  who  fall  to  the  (hare 
of  a  humane  mafter,  willingly  ef- 
poufe  his  interel'is.  They  infenfi- 
\i]y  adopt  ihe.  fpirit  and  manners 


of  the  place  where  they  are  fixed. 
This  attachment  is  fometimes  ex- 
alted even  into  heroifm.  A  Por- 
tuguefe  flave  who  had  fled  into  the 
woods,  having  learnt  that  his  old 
mafter  had  been  taken  up  for  aa 
aflaflination,  came  into  the  court 
of  jurtice,  and  acknowledged  him- 
felf guilty  of  the  fadl;  let  himfelf 
be  put  in  prifon  in  lieu  of  hia 
mafter;  brought  falfe,  though  ju- 
dicial, proofs  of  his  pretended 
crime,  and  fufFered  death  inftead 
of  the  guilty  perfon.  Adions  of 
a  lef's  herolcal  nature,  though  not 
uncommon,  have  touched  thehearts 
of  fome  colonifts.  Several  would 
readily  fay  as  Sir  William  Gooch, 
governor  of  Virginia,  when  he  was 
blamed  for  returning  the  falutation 
of  a  black  :  **  I  fhould  be  very 
Torry  that  a  flave  fhould  be  more 
polite  than  myfelf." 

We  will  not  here  fo  far  debafe 
ourfelves  as  to  enlarge  the  ignomi- 
nious lift  of  thofe  writers  who  de- 
vote their  abilities  to  juflify  by 
policy  what  morality  condemns. 
Jn  an  age  where  fo  many  errors 
are  boldly  laid  open,  it  would  be 
unpardonable  to  conceal  any  truth 
that  is  interelting  to  humanity.  If 
whatever  we  have  hithertoadvanced 
hath  feemingly  tended  only  to  al- 
leviate the  burden  of  flavery,  the 
reafon  is,  that  it  was  firft  neceffary 
to  give  fome  comfort  to  thofe  un- 
happy beings,  whom  we  cannot 
fet  free;  and  convince  their  op- 
preffors  that  they  are  cruel  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  real  interells. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  until  fome 
confiderable  revolution  fhall  make 
the  evidence  of  this  great  truth 
felt,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
purfue  this  fubjeft  further.  We 
fhall  then  firft  prove,  that  there  is 
no  reafon  of  Hate  that  can  authorifc 
Uaveiy, 
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fiavery.  We  Ihall  .not  be  afraid  to 
cite  to  the  tribunal  of  reafon  and 
jwftice  thofe  governments  .>vhich 
tolerate  this  cruelty,  or  which  even 
are  not  afhamed  to  make  it  the 
bafis  of  their  power. 

Montefquieu  could  not  prevail 
upon  himfelf  to  treat  the  qqeilion 
concerning  ilavery  in  a  I'erioCis 
light.  In  reality  it  is  degrading 
reafon  to  employ  it,  I  will  not  fay 
in  defending,  but  even  in  refuting 
a^  abufe  fo  repugnant  to  it.  Who- 
ever jullifies  fo  odious  a  fyftemi 
deferves  the  utmoO  contempt  from 
a  philofopher,  and  from  the  negro 
a  flab  with  his  dagger. 

if  you  touch  me,  faid  ClariiTa 
to  Lovelace,  that  moment  I  kill 
myfelf ;  and  [  would  fay  to  him, 
who  attempted  to  deprive  me  of 
my  liberty,  if  you  approach  me,  I 
will  ftab  you.  In  this  cafe,  I 
Ihould  reafon  better  than  Clarifia  ; 
becaufe  defending  my  liberty,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  my  life, 
is  my  primary  duty;  to  regard 
that  of  another,  is  only  a  fecondary 
confideration  ;  and  if  all  other  cir- 
cumftances  were  the  fame,  the 
death  of  a  criminal  is  more  con^ 
ibrmab'e  to  juiHce  than  that  of  an 
innoc  nt  perfon. 

Will  it  be  faid,  that  he  who 
wants  to  make  me  a  Have  does  me 
no  injury,  but  that  he  only  makes 
nfe  of  his  rights  ?  Where  are  thofe 
rights  f  Who  hath  namped  upon 
them  fo  facred  a  charader  as  to 
fjlence  mine?  From  nature  I  hold 
the  right  of  felf-defencc  ;  nature, 
therefore,  has  not  given  to  another 
the  right  of  attacking  me.  If  thou 
thinkeft  thyfelf  authorifed  to  op- 
prefs  me,  becaufe  thou  art  ftronger 
and  more  ingenious  than  1  am  ;  do 
not  complain  if  my  vigorous  arm 
fhall   plunge   a   dagger   into   thy 


bread  ;  do  not  complain,  when  in 
thy  tortured  entrails  rhou  ftialt 
feel  the  pangs  of  death  conveyed 
by  poifon  into  thy  food  :  J  am 
llronger  and  more  ingenious  than 
thou  ;  fall  a  vidlim,  thereKire,  in 
thy  turn  ;  and  expiate  the  cripne  of 
having  been  an  oppreflbr. 

He  who  fupports  the  fyftem  pf 
flavery,  is  the  enefny  of  the  whole 
h[.uman  race.  He  divides  it  into 
two  foc^eties  of  legal  afi'aiTm^ ;  the 
oppreilbrs  and  the  oppreffed.  It 
is  the  fame  thing  as  proclaiming 
to  the  world,  if  you  would  preferve 
your  life,  inrtantly  tak-'  away  mine, 
for  I  want  to  have  yours. 

But  the  right  of  flavery,  yon 
fay,  extends  only  to  the  right  of 
labour,  and  the  privation  of  li- 
berty, not  of  life.  What  I  does 
not  the  mafter,  who  difpofes  of  my 
ftrength  at  his  pleafur?,  likewife 
difpofe  of  my  life,  which  de- 
pends on  the  voluntary  and  pro- 
per ufe  of  my  faculties?  What  is 
exiiience  to  him,  who  has  not  the 
difpofal  of  it  ?  I  cannot  kill  my 
flave;  but  I  can  make  him  bleed 
under  the  whip  of  an  execptioner  ; 
I  can  overwhelm  him  with  forrows, 
drudgery,  and  want;  1  can  injure 
him  every  way,  and  fecretly  un- 
dermine the  principles  and  fprings 
of  his  life  ;  I  can  fmother,  by  flow 
punifhments,  the  wretched  infant 
t  which  a  negro  woman  carries  in 
her  womb.  Thus  the  laws  prote«it 
the  flave  againft  a  violent  death, 
only  to  leave  to  my  cruelty  thf 
right  of  making  him  die  by  de- 
grees. 

Let  us  proceed  a  Hep  further: 
the  right  of  flavery  is  that  of  per- 
petrating all  forts  of  crimes :  thofe 
crimes  which  invade  property  ;  fur 
flaves  are  not  fufFered  to  have  any 
even  in  their  own  perfons :  thofe     j 

crimes 
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crimes  which,  d^Oroyperfonal  fafe- 
ty ;  for  thcidave  may  be  facrific^d 
to  the  caprice  of  his  maftcr  :  thofe 
crimes  which  make  modefty  Hiud- 
der.-HMy  bipod  rifes  at  thefe  hor- 
rid images.  I  detell,  I  abhor  the 
human  (pecies,  made  up  only  of 
vii^ims  and  executioners,  and  if  it 
is  never  to  become  t>euer,  may  it 
be  annihilated  ! 

Further,  that  I  PJay  difclofe 
without  referve -my  fentiments  on 
this  fubjedt.  .Cartouche,  the  high- 
wayman. Titling  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree  in  a  deep  foreft,  calculating 
the  profits  and  lofle^  of  his  robbe- 
ries, the  rewards  and  pay  of  his 
aiTociates,  and  adjulting  with  them 
the  ideas  of  proportion  and  diilri- 
butive  jullice;  this  Cartouche  is 
not  a  very. different  charadler  from 
that  of  the  merchant,  who,  reclined 
on  his  counter,  with  his  pen  in  his 
hand,  fettles  the  number  of  atucks 
which  he  can  order  to  be  made  on 
the  coafts  of  Guinea;  who  deli- 
berately examines  how  many  fire- 
locks each  negro  will  co'll  him,  in 
order  to  fupport  the  war  which  is 
to  fumifti  h»tn  with  flaves  ;  how 
many  iron  fetters  to  confine  him 
aboard  ;  how  many  whips  to  make 
him  work  :  how  much  each  drop 
of  bJood  will  be  worth  to  him  with 
which  each  negro  will  water  his 
plantation  :  if  the  black  woman 
will  contribute  more  to  his  ellate 
by  the  labours  of  her  hands,  or 
by  thofe  of  bearing  children  ?— 
What  think  you  of  this  parallel  ? 
The  highwayman  attacks  you,  and 
takes  your  money  ;  the  trader  car- 
ries off  even  your  perfon.  The 
one  invades  the  rights  of  focieiy  ; 
the  other,  thofe  of  nature.  This 
certainly  is  the  truth  ;  and  if  there 
C>;illed  a  religion  which  auihorifed. 


which  tolerated,  even  by  its  filence, 
fuch  enormities  ;  if,  moreover,. oc- 
cupied by  idle  or  factious  queftioDS, 
it  did  not  eternally  denounce  ven- 
geance againft  the  authors  or  in- 
Itruments  of  this  tyranny ;  if  it 
made  it  criminal  jfor  a  .ilave  to 
break  his  bonds;  if  it  did  not  ex- 
pel the  unjud  judge  who  condemns 
the  fugitive  to  death  ;  if  fuch  a 
religion  exilled,  its  minillers  ought 
to  be  maifacred  under  the  ruins  of 
their  altars. 

But  thefe  negroes,  fay  they,  «re 
a  race  of  men  born  for  flavery  ; 
their  difpofitions  are  narrow,  trea- 
cherous, and  wicked;  they  thera- 
felves  allow  the  fuperiority  of  our 
underftandings,  and  almoft  ac- 
knowledge the  joftice  of  our  au- 
thority. 

The  minds  of  the  negroes  SLte 
contrafted;  becaufe  flavery  de- 
ftroys  all  the  fprings  of  the  foul. 
They  are  wicked  ;  but  not  fuifi- 
ciently  fo  with  you.  They  are 
treacherous,  becaufe  they  are  un-t 
der  no  obligation  to  fpeak  truth 
to  their  tyrants.  They  acknow- 
ledge the  fuperiority  of  our  under- 
ftandings ;  becaufe  we  have  abufed 
their  ignorance  :  they  allow  the 
jullice  of  our  authority  ;  becaufe 
we  have  abufed  their  weaknefs.  1 
might  as  well  fay,  that  the  Indians 
are  a  fpecies  of  men  born  to  be 
crufhed  to  death  ;  becaufe  there 
are  fanatics  among  them,  who 
throw  themfelves  under  the  wheels 
of  their  idol's  car  before  the  tem* 
pie  of  Jaguernat. 

But  thefe  negroes,  it  is  further 
urged,  were  born  flaves.  Barba- 
rians, will  you  perfuade  me,  that 
a  man  can  be  the  property  of  a  fo- 
vereign,  a  fon  the  property  of  a 
father,  a  wife  the  property  of  a 
hulband. 


174       ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1776. 


hnftand,  a  domeftic  the  property 
of  a  malter,  a  negro  the  property 
of  a  planter? 

But  thefe  flaves  have  fold  them- 
felves.  Could  a  man  ever  by  com- 
pact, or  by  an  oath,  permit  ano- 
ther to  ufe  and  abufe  him  ?  If  he 
aflented  to  this  compadl,  or  con- 
firmed it  by  an  oath,  it  was  in  a 
taranfport  of  ignorance  or  folly  ; 
and  he  is  releafed  from  it,  the 
moment  that  he  either  knows  him- 
felf,  or  his  reafon  returns. 

But  they  had  been  taken  in  war. 
What  does  this  lignify  to  you  ? 
Suffer  the  conqueror  to  make  what 
ill  ufe  he  pleafes  of  his  own  vic- 
tory. Why  do  you  make  yourfelves 
iiis  accomplices? 

But  they  were  criminals  con- 
demned in  their  country  to  fla- 
¥cry.  Who  was  it  that  con- 
demned them  ?  Do  you  not  know, 
that  in  a  defpotic  ftate  there  is  no 
criminal  but  the  tyrant? 

The  fubjeft  of  an  abfolute  prince 
is  the  fame  as  the  flave  in  a  flate 
lepugnant  to  nature.  Every  thing 
that  contributes  to  keep  a  man  in 
fach  a  Itate,  is  an  attempt  againft 
his  perfon.  Every  power  which 
fixes  him  to  the  tyranny  of  one 
man,  is  the  power  of  his  enemies : 
and  all  thofe  who  are  about  him 
are  the  authors  or  abettors  of  this 
violence.  His  mother  who  taught 
him  the  firll  leffons  of  obedience; 
his  neighbour,  who  fet  him  the 
example  of  it ;  his  fuperiors,  who 
compelled  him  into  this  Hate  ;  and 
his  equals,  who  led  him  into  it  by 
their  opinion  :  all  thefe  are  the 
minifters  and  inftruments  of  ty- 
ranny. The  tyrant  can  do  no- 
thing of  himfelf ;  he  is  only  the 
firit  mover  of  thofe  eiForts  which 
all  bis  fubjeds  exert  to  their  own 
mutual  oppreflion.    He  keeps  them 


in  a  Hate  of  perpetual  war,  which 
renders  robberies,  treafons,  affaf- 
finations  lawful.  Thus,  like  the 
blood  which  flov/s  in  his  veins,  all 
crimes  originate  from  his  heart, 
•and  return  thither  as  to  their  pri- 
mary fource.  Caligula  ufed  to  fay, 
that  if  the  whole  human  race  had 
but  one  head,  he  Ihould  have  taken 
pleafure  in  cutting  it  off.  Socrates 
would  have  faid,  that  if  all  crimes 
were  heaped  upon  one  head,  that 
Ihould  be  the  one  which  ought  to 
be  llruck  off. 

Let  us,  therefore,  endeavour  to 
make  the  light  of  reafon,  and  the 
fentiments  of  nature,  take  place  of 
the  blind  ferocity  of  our  anceftors* 
Let  us  break  the  bonds  of  fo  many 
vidlims  to  our  mercenary  princi- 
ples, Ihould  we  even  be  obliged  to 
difcard  a  commerce  which  is  found- 
ed only  on  injuftice,  and  whofe  ob- 
jedt  is  luxury. 

But  even  this  is  not  neceflfary. 
There  is  no  occafion  to  give  up 
thofe  conveniences  which  cuftom 
hath  fo  much  endeared  to  us.  We 
may  draw  them  from  our  colonies, 
without  peopling  them  with  Haves. 
Thefe  produftions  may  be  culti- 
vated by  the  hands  of  freemen,  and 
then  be  reaped  without  remorfe. 

The    iflands     are     filled    with 
blacks,  whofe   fetters    have   been 
broken.      They  fucceffively  clear 
the  fmall  plantations  that  have  been 
given  them,  or  which   they  have 
acquired  by  their  induftry.     Such 
of  thefe  unhappy  men,  as  ihould 
recover  their  independence,  would 
live  in  quiet  upon  the  fame  manual 
labours,  that  would  be  then  free  : 
and  advantageous  to  them.     The  ; 
vafTals   of    Denmark,    who   have  ! 
lately  been   made   free,  have   not  i 
abandoned  their  ploughs. 

Though   all   the  nations,  con- 
cerned i| 
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ctrned  in  the  African  trade,  are 
equally  intcrefted  in  preferving  the 
flaves  in  their  paflage,  they  do  not 
all  attend  to  it  with  the  fame  care. 
They  all  feed  them  with  beans, 
mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
rice;  but  they  differ  in  other  re- 
fpeds  in  their  manner  of  treating 
them.  The  Englifh,  Dutch,  and 
Danes  keep  the  men  conftantly  in 
irons,  and  frequently  hand-cuiF  the 
women  :  the  fmall  number  of 
hands  they  have  on  board  their 
ihips  obliges  them  to  this  feverity. 
The  French,  who  have  great  num- 
bers, allow  them  more  liberty  ; 
three  or  four  days  after  their  de- 
parture they  take  off  all  their  fet- 
ters. All  thefe  nations,  efpecially 
the  Englilh,  are  too  negligent  with 
regard  to  the  intercourfe  between 
the  failors  with  the  women  flaves. 
This  irregularity  occafions  the  death 
of  three-fourths  of  thofe  whom  the 
Guinea  voyage  deftroys  every  year. 
None,  but  the  Portuguefe,  during 
their  paffage,  are  fecured  againll 
revolts  and  other  calamities.  This 
advantage  is  a  confequence  of  the 
care  they  take  to  man  their  veffels 
only  with  the  negroes,  to  whom 
they  have  given  their  freedom. 
The  flaves  encouraged  by  the  con- 
verfation  and  condition  of  their 
countrymen,  form  a  tolerably  fa- 
vourable idea  of  the  deiliny  that 
awaits  them.  The  quietnefs^of 
their  behaviour  induces  the  Portu- 
guefe to  grant  the  two  fexes  the 
happinefs  of  living  together  :  an 
indulgence,  which,  it  allowed  in 
other  veffels,  would  be  productive 
of  the  greateft  inconveniences. 

All  the  negroes,  as  well  male  as 
female,  who  come  from  Guinea, 
or  are  born  in  the  iflands,  have  the 
yaws  once  in  their  lives ;  it  is  a  dif- 


eafe  they  muft  neceffarily  pafs 
through  ;  but  there  is  no  inftance 
of  any  of  them  being  attacked  with 
it  a  fecond  time,  after  having  beea 
radically  cured.  The  Europeans 
feldom  or  never  catch  this  diforder, 
notwithflanding  the  frequent  and 
daily  connection  which  they  have 
with  the  negro  women.  Thef« 
women  fuckle  the  children  of  the 
white  people,  but  do  not  give  them 
the  yaws.  How  is  it  poflible  to 
reconcile  thefe  faCls,  which  are  in- 
conteftable,  with  the  fyflem  which 
phyflcians  feem  to  have  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
yaws  ?  Can  it  not  be  allowed, 
that  the  femen,  the  blood,  and 
Ikin  of  the  negroes,  are  fufceptible 
of  a  virus  peculiar  to  their  fpecies? 
The  caufe  of  this  diforder,  per- 
haps, is  owing  to  that  which  oc- 
cafions  their  colour  :  one  difference 
is  naturally  productive  of  another : 
and  there  is  no  being  or  equality 
that  exi^s  abfolutely  detached  from 
others  in  nature. 

But  whatever  this  diforder  may 
be,  it  is  evident  from  the  moft  ac- 
curate and  undeniable  calculations, 
that  there  dies  every  year  in  Ame- 
rica, the  feventh  part  of  the  blacks 
that  are  imported  thither  from 
Guinea.  Fourteen  hundred  thou- 
fand  unhappy  beings,  who  are  now 
in  the  European  colonies  in  the  new 
world,  are  the  unfortunate  remains 
of  nine  millions  of  flaves  that  have 
been  conveyed  thither.  This  dread- 
ful deftruCtion  cannot  be  the  effeCt 
of  the  climate,  which  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  that  of  Africa,  much  lefs 
of  the  diforders,  to  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  obfervers,  but  few 
fall  a  facrifice.  It  muft  originate, 
from  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
flaves    are   governed :    and  might 

not 


174        ANNUAL   REGISTER,    ^775. 


iibt  an  error  of  this  nature  be  cor- 
refted  ? 

The  firft  ftep  neceffary  in  this 
jfeformation  would  be  to  attend 
minutely  to  the  natural  and  moral 
jftate  of  man.      Thofe  who  go  to 


in femoas  origin  of  flavery.  They 
would  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  natu* 
rally  impoflible  that  thofe  who  reap 
no  advantage  from  their  own  la- 
bours, can  have  the  fame  under- 
ftanding,  the  fame  cecOrtomy,  the 


jiurchafe   blacks    on    the  coafts  of    fame  adivity,  the  fame  ftrengih,  as 
Savage  nations  ;  thofe  who  convey     the  man  who  enjoys  the  produce  of 

his  indurtry.  That  political  mode- 
ration would  gradually  take  place, 
which  confiils  in  leflening  of  la- 
bour, alleviating  punifhment,  and 
rendering  to  man  part  of  his  rights, 
in  order  to  reap  with  greater  cer- 
tainty the  benefit  of  thofe  duties 
that  are  impofed  upon  him.  The 
prefervation^of  a  great  number  of 
flavei^,  whom  diforders,  occafioned 
by  vexation  or  regret,  deptive  the 
colonies  of,  would  be  the  natural 
c^onfequence  of  fo  wife  a  regula- 
tion. Far  from"  aggravating  the 
yoke  that  opprelTes  them,  every 
kind  of  attention  (hould  be  given 
to  make  it  eafy,  and  to  dilTipate 
even  the  idea  of  it,  by  favouring  a 
natural  talle  that  ftems  peculiar  to 
the  negroes. 

Their  organs  are  extremely  fen- 
fible of  the  powers  of  mufic.  Their 
ear  is  fo  true,  that  in  their  dances, 
the    time  of   a  fong  makes   them 


them  to  America,  and  efpecially 
thofe  who  diredl  their  labours, 
often  think  themfelves  obliged, 
from  their  fnuation,  and  frequently 
tOo  for  the  fake  of  their  own  fafety, 
to  opprefs  thefe  wretched  men. 
The  foul  of  thefe  managers  of 
ilaves,  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  com- 
paiiion,  is  ignorant  of  every  mo- 
tive to  enforce  obedience,  but  thofe 
of  fear  or  feverity,  and  thefe  they 
€xercife  with  all  the  harihnefs  of  a 
temporary  authority.  If  the  pro- 
prietors of  plantations  would  ceafe 
to  regard  the  care  of  their  flaves, 
as  an  occupation  below  them,  and 
cortfider  it  as  an  office  to  which  it 
is  their  duty  to  attend,  they  would 
foon  difcard  thefe  errors  that  arife 
from  a  fpirit  of  cruelty.  The  hi- 
flory  of  all  mankind  would  (hew 
them,  that  in  order  to  render 
flavery  ufeful,  it  is  at  lead  necef- 
fary to  make  it  eafy  ;    that  force 


does  not  prevent  the   rebellion   of    fpring  up  a  hundred  at  once,  ftrik- 


the  mind  ;  that  it  is  the  mafter's 
intereft  that  the  flave  (liould  be  at- 
tached to  life,  and  that  nothing  is 
to  be  expelled  from  him  the  mo- 
ifient  that  he  no  longer  fears  to 
die. 

This  principle  of  enlightened 
rfeafon,  derived  from  the  fentimen^s 
of  humanity,  would  contribute  to 
the  reformation  of  feveral  abufes. 
Men  would  acknowledge  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  lodging,  cloathing,  and 
giving  proper  food  to  beings  con- 
demned to  the   moft  painful  bon- 


ing the  earth  at  the  fame  inftant. 
Enchanted,  as  it  were,  with  the 
voice  of  a  finger,  or  the  tone  of  a 
itringed  inftrument,  a  vibration  of 
the  air  is  the  fpirit  that  a<^uates  all 
the  bodies  of  thefe  men  :  a  found 
agitates,  tranfports,  and  throws 
them  into  extafies.  In  their  com- 
mon labours,  the  motion  of  their 
arms,  or  of  their  feet,  is  always  in 
cadence.  At  all  their  employments 
they  fing,  and  feem  always  as  if 
they  were  dancing.  Mufic  ani- 
mates   their   courage,  and  rouzes 


dage  that  eter  has  exilled  fince  the    them  from  their  indolence.     The 
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lliarks  of  this  extreme  fenfibility 
CO  harmony,  are  vifible  in  all  the 
m'ui'cles  of  rheir  bodies,  which  are 
always  naked.  Poets  and  mufi- 
cians  by  nature,  they  make  the 
vvordi  fubfervienc  to  the  mufic,  by 
a  licence  they  c^rbitrarily  affume 
of  lengthening  or  ftiortening  them, 
in  order  to  accomittodatc  them 
to  aiY  air  that  pleafes  them. 
V/he«ever  any  obje£l  or  incident 
llrike5  a  negro,  he  inftantly  makes 
it  the  fubjcd  of  a  fong.  In  all 
ages  cHis  has  been  the  origin  of 
poetry.  Three  or  four  wor6$ 
which  are  alternately  repeated  by 
the  finger  and  the  general  chorus, 
fometimes  conilitute  the  whole 
poem.  Five  or  fix  bars  of  mufic 
eompofe-  the  whole  length  of  the 
fong.  A  circumiiance  that  appears 
iinguUr,  is,  that  the  fame  air, 
though  merely  a  continual  repeti- 
tion of  the  fame  tones,  takes  en- 
tire polTeffion  of  them,  makes 
them  work  or  dance  for  feveral 
hours :  neither  they,  nor  even 
the  white  men,  are  difgulled  with 
that  tedious  uniformity  which 
thefe  repetitions  might  naturally 
occafion.  This  particular  attach- 
ment i?  owing  to  the  warmth  and 
exprefiion  which  they  introduce 
into  tlieir  fongs.  Their  airs  are 
generally  double  time.  None  of 
them  tend  to  infpire  them  with 
pride.  I  hofe  intended  to  excite 
tendernefs,  prortiote  rather  a  kind 
of  languor.  Even  thofe  which 
are  molt  lively,  carry  in  them  a 
certain  exprelTion  of  melancholy. 
This  is  the  higheft  entertainment 
to  minds  of  great  fenfibility. 

So  llfong  an  inclination  for  mu- 
fic might  become  a  powerful  mo- 
tive of  a<5lion  under  the  direftion 
of  fkilful  hands.  Feftivals,  games 
and    rewards    might   on    this  ac- 


count be  eflahliflied  among  them, 
f  hefd  amufements,  conduced  with 
judgment,  would  prevent  that  l!u'- 
pidity  fo  common  amofig  flaves, 
eafe  their  labours,  and  prefervc 
rhem  from  thatconilant  melancho«- 
ly  which  confumes  them,  and 
fhortens  their  days.  After  having 
provided  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  blacks  exported  from  Africa, 
the  welfare  of  thofe  who  are  born 
in  the  iflands  themfelves  would 
then  be  confidered. 

The  negroes  are  not  averfo  from 
the  propagation  of  their  fpecies 
even  in  the  chains  of  flavery.  But 
it  is  the  cruelty  of  their  mailers 
which  hath  etfe<*'^naHy  prevented 
them  from  complying  with  this 
great  end  of  nature.  Such  hard 
labour  is'  required  from  negro  wo- 
men, both  before  and  after  their 
pregnancy,  that  their  children  arc 
either  abortive,  or  live  but  a 
fliort  time  after  delivery.  Mo- 
thers, rendered  defperate  by  the 
punilhments  which  the  weaknefs 
of  their  condition  occafion  them, 
fnatch  fometimes  theii'  childrea 
from  the  cradle,  in  order  to  ftran-» 
gle  them  in  their  arms,  and  facri- 
£ce  them  with  a  fury  mingled 
with  a  fpirit  of  revenge  and  com- 
panion, that  they  may  not  become 
the  property  of  their  cruel  mafters. 
This  barbarity,  the  horror  of 
which  muft  be  wholly  imputed  Co 
the  Europeans,  will,  perhaps,  con- 
vince them  of  their  error.  Their 
fenfibility  will  be  rouzed,  and  en- 
gage them  to  pay  a  greater  atten- 
tion to  their  true  interefts.  They 
will  find  that  by  committing 
fuch  outrages  againfl  humanity^ 
they  injure  themfelves;  and  if 
they  do  not  become  the  benefadors 
of  their  flaves,  they  will  at  leaft 
ceafe  to  be  their  executioners. 
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They  will,  perhaps,  refolve  to 
fet  free  thofe  mothers  who  (hall 
have  brought  up  a  confiderable 
number  of  children  to  the  age  of 
fix  years.  The  allurements  of  li- 
berty are  the  moll  powerful  that 
can  influence  the  human  heart. 
The  negro  women,  animated  by 
the  hope  of  fo  great  a  bleffing,  to 
which  all  would  afpire  and  few 
would  be  able  to  obtain,  would 
make  negleft  and  infamy  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  virtuous  emulation  to 
bring  up  children,  whofe  number 
and  prefervation  would  fecure  to 
ihem  freedom  and  tranquillity. 


ne  Rights  of  the  Brute  Creation  to 
'Tendernefs  from  Man  deduced  from 
the  tnuofold  Conjtderation,  amongfl 
many  others ^  particularly  the  Tenor 
ef  the  facred  Writings  in  their 
Fa'vour,  of  their  Being  fufceptihle 
of  Fain  and  Pleafure  as  ^ell  cs 
Man  himfelf  though  not  fufcepti- 
hle of  a  juji  Compenfation  for  any 
E'vils  Man  may  infiSl  on  them. 
From  the  Re-verend  Do3or  Pri- 
matt's  moft  excellent  Differtation 
on  the  Duty  of  Mercy  and  Sin 
of  Cruelty  to  Brute- Animals. 

I  PRESUME  there  is  no  Man  of 
feeling,  that  has  any  idea  of 
Jujiice,  but  would  confefs  upon 
the  principles  of  reafon  and  com- 
mon y^«/^,  that  if  he  were  to-be 
put  to  unnecessary  and  unmerited 
pain  by  another  man,  his  tormen- 
tor would  do  him  an  a«Sl  of  inju- 
Jlice  I  and  from  a  fenfe  of  the  in- 
juftice  in  his  oivn  cafe,  now  that 
He  is  the  fufFerer,  he  mull  na- 
turally infer,  that,  if  he  were  to 
put  another  man  of  feeling  to  the 
fame  unneceffary    and    unmerited 


pain  which  He  now  fufFers,  the 
injullice  in  himfelf  to  the  other 
would  be  exaftly  the  fame  as  the 
injullice  in  his  tormentor  to  Him. 
Therefore  the  man  of  feeling  and 
jullice  will  not  put  another  man 
to  unmerited  pain,  becaufe  he  will 
not  do  that  to  another,  which  ha 
is  unwilling  fhould  be  done  to  him- 
felf. Nor  will  he  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  his  own  fuperiority  of 
Jlrength,  or  of  the  accidents  of 
fortune^  to  abufe  them  to  the  op- 
preflion  of  his  inferior ;  becaufe 
he  knows  that  in  the  article  of 
feeling  all  men  are  equal  ;  and  that 
the  differences  of  ftrength  or  fta- 
tion  are  as  much  the  gifts  and  ap- 
pointments of  GOD,  as  the  dif- 
terences  of  underilanding,  colour, 
or  ftature.  Superiority  of  rank  or 
ftaiion  may  give  ability  to  com- 
municate happinefs,  (and  feem  fo 
intended  ;)  but  it  can  give  no  right 
to  inflift  unneceflary  or  unmerited 
pain.  A  ijci/e  man  would  impeach 
his  own  wifdom,  and,  be  unworthy 
of  the  bleffing  of  a  good  under- 
Handing,  if  he  were  to  infer  from 
thence  that  he  had  a  right  to  de- 
fpife  or  make  game  of  3.  fool,  or 
put  him  to  any  degree  of  pain. 
The  folly  of  the  fool  ought  rather 
to  excite  his  compaffion,  and  de- 
mands the  wife  man's  care  and  at- 
tention to  one  that  cannot  take 
care  of  himfelf. 

It  has  pleafed  GOD  the  Father 
of  all  men  to  cover  fome  men  with 
white  (kins,  and  others  with  black 
fkins :  but  as  there  is  neither 
merit  nor  demerit  in  complexion, 
the  njuhite  man  (notwithitanding 
the  barbarity 'of  cullom  and  pre- 
judice) can  have  no  right,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  colour,  to  enilave  and 
tyrannize  over  a  black  man  ;  nor 
has  a   fair  man  any  right  to  de« 
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fpife,  abufe,  and  infult   a    iroivn 
man.     Nor  do  I  believe  that  a  /ail 
man,  by  virtae  of  his  Jiaturey  has 
any  legal  right  to  trample  a  d'warf 
under  his    foot.     For,    whether    a 
man  is  wife    or  foolilh,  white  or 
black,  fair  or  brown,  tall  or  fhort, 
and  I  might  add  rich  or  poor  (for  it 
is  no  more  a  man's  choice  to  be 
poor,  than  it  is   to    be  a  fool,  or 
a   dwarf,    or   black,    or   tawney,) 
fuch   he  is    by    G.OD's   appoint- 
ment ;  and,  abllra£ledly  confider- 
ed,  is  neither  a  fubjed  for  pride, 
nor  an  objedl  of  contempt.     Now, 
if    amongft    men    the   differences 
of  their  powers   of  the  mind,  and 
of  their  complexion,    llature,  and 
accidents  of  fortune,  do   not  give 
to  any  one  man  a  right  to  abufe  or 
infult  any  other  man  on  account  of 
thefe     differences ;    for    the    fame 
reafon,  a  man  can  have  no  natural 
right  to  abufe  and  torment  a  beaft 
merely  becaufe  a  beaft  has  not  the 
mental  powers  of  a  man.     For  fuch 
as  the  man  is,  he  is  but  as  GOD 
made  him  ;  and   the  very  fame  is 
true  of  the  beaft.    Neither  of  them 
can  lay  claim  to  any  intrinfic  Me- 
rit,  for  being  fuch  as    they    are  ; 
for    before    they  were    created,  it 
was  impofRble  that  either  of  them 
could  deferve  ;  and  at   their  crea- 
tion, their   (hapes,   perfedions,  or 
defeds,  were  invariably  fixed,  and 
their  bounds  fet  which  they  cannot 
pafs.     And    being    fuch,    neither 
more   nor   lefs    than    GOD    made 
them,  there  is  no  more  demerit  in 
a  beaft's  being  a  beaft,  than  there 
is  merit  in  a  man's  being  a  man  ; 
that  is,  there  is  neither  merit  nor 
demerit  in  either  of  them. 

A  Brute  is  an  animal  no  lefs  fen- 
fible  of  pain  than  a  Man.  He  has 
fnnilar  nerves  and  organs  of  fenfa- 
tion  ;  and  his  cries  and  groans,  in 
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cafe  of  violent  impreffions  upon  his 
body,  though   he  cannot  utter  his 
complaints    by    fpeech    or   human 
voice,  are.  as  ftrong  indications  to 
us  of  his  fenfibility  of  pain,  as  the 
cries  and  groans  of  a  human  being, 
whofe  language  we  do  not  under- 
ftand.     Now  as   pain   is  what  we 
are  all  averfe  to,  our  own  fenfibi- 
lity   of    pain  fliould    teach    us  to 
commiferate  it  in  others,  to  alle- 
viate it  if  poITible,  but  never  wan- 
tonly or  unmeritedly  to  inflifl  it. 
As  the  differences  amongft  men  in 
the  above  particulars  are  no  bars 
to    their  feelings,  fo    neither  does 
the    difference  of   the  Shape  of   a 
brute  from  that  of  a  man  exempt 
the  brute   from  feeling ;  at   leaft, 
we  have  no  gr.ound  to  fuppofe  it. 
£ut  fhape  or  figure  is  as  much  the 
appointment    of    GOD,     as  com- 
plexion   or    ftature.     And    if  the 
difference    of   complexion  or    fta- 
ture does   not  convey  to  one  man 
a  right  to  defpife  and  abufe  ano- 
ther man,  the  difterence  of  fhape 
between  a  man  and  a  brute,  can- 
not give  to  a  man  any  right  to  a- 
bufe  and  torment  a  brute.     For  he 
that  made  man  and  man  to  differ 
in    complexion    or    ftature,    made 
man  and  brute  to  differ  in  fhape  or 
figure.     And  in  this  cafe  likewiie 
there  is  neither  merit  nor  demerit; 
every   creature,    whether    man    or 
brute,    bearing    that    fhape  which 
the  fupreme  Wifdom  judged  mofl 
expedient  to    anfwer  the    end  for 
which  the  creature  was  ordained. 

With  regard  to  the  Modification 
of  the  mafs  of  matter  of  which 
an  animal  is  formed,  it  is  acciden- 
tal as  to  the  creature  itfelf ;  I 
mean,  it  was  not  in  the  power  or 
will  of-  the  creature  to  choofe, 
whether  it'  fhould  fuftain  the  fhape 
of  a  brute,  or  of  a  man  :  and  yet, 
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whether  it  be  of  one  (hape,  or  of 
the  other;  or  whether  it  be  inha- 
cited  or  animated  by  the  *  foul 
of  a  brute  or  the  *  foul  of  a  man  ; 
the  fubfrance  or  matter,  of  which 
the  creature  is  compofed,  would  be 
equally  fufceptible  of  feeling.  It 
is  folely  owing  to  the  good  Plea- 
fure  of  GOD,  that  We  are  created 
Men  ;  or  animals  in  the  Jhape  of 
men.  For,  He  that  \  formed  Man 
of  the  duft  of  the  ground,  and  breathed 
into  his  noji)  it's  the  breath  of  life  ihat 
he  might  become  a  li'ving  foul  and 
endued  with  a  fenTe  of  feeling, 
could,  if  he  had  fo  pleafsd,  by 
the  fame  plaftic  power,  have  call 
the  very  fame  duji  into  the  mould 
of  a  Beaji  ;  which,  being  animated 
by  the  life-giving  breath  of  its 
Maker,  would  have  become  %  a* 
living  foul  in  that  form  ;  and, 
in  that  form,  would  have  been  as 
fufceptible  of  pain,  as  in  the  form 
of  a  Man.  And  if,  in  brutal  {hz^Q, 
We  had  been  endued  with,  the 
fame  degree  of  reafon  and  reflec- 
tion which  we  now  enjoy ;  and 
other  Beings,  in  human  fhape, 
fhould  take  upon  them  to  torment, 
abufe,  and  barbaroufly  ill  treat  us, 
becaufe  we  were  not  made  in  tiieir 
iliape ;  the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of 
their  behaviour  to  Us  would  be 
felf-evident :  and  we  fhould  na- 
turally infer,  that,  whether  we 
walk  upon  two  legs  or  four  ;  whe- 
ther our  heads  are  prone  or  ered  ; 
whether  we  are  naked  or  covered 
with  hair;  whether  we  have  tails 
or  no  tails,  horns  or  no  horns,  long 
ears  or  round  ears ;  or,  whether 
we  bray  like  an  afs^  fpeak  like  a 
man,  whiiUe   like    a  bird,  or  are 


mute  as  a  fiflr;  Nature  never  in- 
tended thefe  diftindlions  as  founda- 
tions for  rif  ht  of  tyranny  and  op- 
preflion.  But  perhaps  it  will  be 
(aid,  it  is  abfurd  to  make  fuch  an 
inference  from  a  mere  fuppofition 
that  a  man  might  have  been  a 
brute,  and  a  brute  might  have  been 
a  man  ;  for,  the  fuppofition  itfelf 
is  chimerical,  and  has  no  founda- 
tion in  nature  ;  and  all  arguments 
fhould  be  drawn  from  fad,  and 
not  from  fancy  of  what  might  be 
or  might  not  be.  To  this  1  reply 
in  few  words,  and  in  general ; 
that  all  cafes  and  arguments,  de- 
duced from  the  important  and  be- 
nevolent precept  of  Doing  to  others 
as  lAje  Huould  he  done  unto,  necefTa- 
rily  require  fuch  kind  of  fuppo- 
ft  ions  ;  that  is,  they  fuppofe  the 
cafe  to  be  othernuife  than  it  really 
is.  For  inftance  ;  a  Rich  man  is 
not  a  Poor  man  \  yet,  the  duty 
plainly  ariling  from  the     Precept 

is  this The   man   who  is  now 

rich^  ought  to  behave  to  the  man 
who  is  now  poor,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  the  Rich  man  If  he  'voere  poor 
would  be  willing  that  the  Poor 
man  If  he  ivere  rich  Ihould  behave 
towards  him.  Here  is  a  cafe  which 
in  fad  does  not  cxift  between  thefe 
two  men,  for  the  rich  man  is  not 
a  poor  man,  nor  is  the  poor  man  a 
rich  man  ;  yet  the  fuppofition  is 
neceilary  to  enforce  and  illuitrate 
the  precept,  and  the  reafonablenefs 
of  it  is  allowed.  And  if  the  fup- 
pofition is  reafonable,  in  one  cafe  ; 
it  is  reafonable,  at  leaft  not  con- 
trary to  reafon,  ija  all  cafes  to  which 
this  general  precept  can  extend, 
and  in  which  the  duty  enjoined  by 


*  It  is  of  no  conleqiience  as  to  the  cafe  now  before  us,  whether  the  SOUL 
is, 'as  ibir.e  think,  only  a  Poirrr,  which  cannct  exift  without  the  Body;  or, 
as  is  ptHeranyiiippokd,  a  J^ritnal  Subjlancey  that  can  exift,  diftircl  and  f«»- 
parate  from  the  body,  f  Gen.  ii.  7.         |  Gen.  i.  30.  m  the  margin* 
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It  can  ahd  ought  to  be  performed. 
Therefore  though  it  be  true  that  a 
man  is  mt  a  horfe  ;  yet,  as  a  horfe 
i:i  a  fubjed  within  the  extent  of 
the  precept,  that,  is,  he  is  capable 
of  receiving  benefit  by  it,  the  duty 
enjoined  in  it  extends  to  the  man, 
aud  amounts  to  this,— Do  You  that 
are  a  Man  SO  treat  your  horfe,  AS 
you  would  be  willing  to  be  treated 
by  your  mafter,  in  cafe  that  You 
%cere  a  Horfe.  I  fee  no  abfqrdity 
Dor  falfe  reafoning  in  this  precept, 
nor  any  ill  confequence  that  would 
arife  from  it,  however  it  may  be 
gainfaid  by  the  barbarity  of  Cullom. 


In  i\\QC2i(coi human  cruelty  *,  the 
topprefled  man  has  a  tongue  that 
can  plead  his  own  caufe,  and  a 
finger  to  point  out  the  aggrefibr; 
All  Men  that  hear  cf  it  Ihudder 
with  horror;  and,  by  applying 
the  cafe  to  themfelves,  pronounce 
it  cruelty  with  the  common  Voice 
of  Humanity,  and  unanimoufly 
join  in  demanding  the  punjfliment 
of  the  offender,  and  brand  him 
with  infamy.  But  in  the  cafe  of 
brutal  cruelty,  the  dumb  Bead  can 
neither  utter  his  complaints  to  his 
own  kind,  nor  defcribe  the  author 
of  his  wrong  ;  nor,  if  he  could, 
have  they  it  in  their  power  to  re- 
djefs  and  avenge  him. 

In  the  cafe  of  human  cruelty, 
there  are  Courts  and  l^aws  of  Juf- 
tice  in  every  civilized  Society,  to 
which  the  injured  Man  may  make 
his  Appeal;  the  affair  is  canvaf- 
fed,  and  puniHiment  infli(!fted  in 
proportion  to  the  offence.  But 
alas !  with  fhame  to  man,  and  for- 
row  for  brute,  I  afk  the  queftion. 
What  Laws  are  now  in  force  I  or 


what  Court  of  Judicature  does 
now  exill,  in  which  the  fufFering 
Brute  may  bring  his  adion  againft 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  barbarous 
man  ?  The  Jaws  of  Triptolemus 
are  long  fince  buried  in  oblivion, 
for  Triptolemus  was  but  a  hea- 
then. No  friend,  no  advocate, 
not  one  is  to  he  found  amongll  the 
f  bulls  nor  cal-ves  of  the  people  to 
prefer  an  indiftraent  on  behalf  of 
the  brute.  The  Prie!)  pafleth  by 
on  one  fide,  and  the  Levite  on  the 
other  fide  ;  the  Samaritan  liands 
ftill,  fheds  a  tear,  but  can  no  more  ; 
for  there  is  none  to  help;  and  the 
poor  wretched  and  un befriended 
creature  is  left  to  mourn  in  unre- 
garded forrow,  and  to  fink  under 
the  weight  of  his  burden. 

But  fuppofe  the  Law  promulg- 
ed,  and  the  Court  ereded.  Tht 
Judge  is  feated,  the  Jury  fworn, 
the  indiftment  read,  the  caufe  de- 
bated, and  a  verdi£l  found  for  the 
plaintiff.  Yet  what  coll  or  da- 
mage? What  reCompence  for  lofs 
fuflained  ?  In  adions  of  humani- 
ty, with  or  without  law.  Satisfac- 
tion may  be  made.  In  various 
ways  you  can  make  amends  to  a 
Man  for  the  injuries  you  have  done 
him.  You  know  his  wants,  and 
you  may  relieve  him.  You  may 
give  him  cloaths,  or  food,  or  mo- 
ney. You  may  raife  him  to  a 
higher  Nation,  and  make  him  hap- 
pier than  before  you  afflifted  him. 
You  may  be  feet  to  the  lame,  and 
eyes  to  the  blind.  You  may  en- 
tertain him,  keep  him  company, 
or  fupply  him  with  every  comfort, 
convenience,  and  amufement  of 
life,  which  he  is  capable  of  enjoy- 
ing. And  thus  may  you  make 
fome  atonement    for    the    injury 


*  This  term  the  author  ufes  to  exprefs  the  cruelty  of  Men  unto  Men  j  and 
that  of  brutal ciMthyy  to  exprefs  the  ciiieity  of  Men  unto  Beafts. 
t  Pfaln»  ^it'^iii. 
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which  you  have  done  unto  a  Man  ; 
and    by  thy    afliduity  and    future 
tendernefs,    thou   mayeft    perhaps 
obtain    his   pardon,    and    palliate 
thine  own  ofFence.     But  what  is  all 
this  to  the  injured  Brute?   U  by 
thy  palUon  or  malice,  or  fportive 
cruelty,    thou    hall     broken     his 
Limbs,  or    deprived    him    of  his 
eye-fight,   how    wilt,  thou    make 
him  amends  ?    Thou  canft  do  no- 
thing to  amufe  him.    He  wants  not 
thy  money  nor  thy  cloaths.     Thy 
convcrfation  can  do  him  no  good. 
Thou  haft  obftrudted  his  means  of 
getting  fubfiftence  ;  and  thou  wilt 
hardly  take  upon  thyfelf  the  pains 
and   trouble  of  procuring   it    for 
him,  (which  yet  by  the  rule  of  ju- 
ftice  thou  art  bound  to  do.)     Thou 
haft  marred    his   little   temporary 
happinefs,  which  was  his  AH   to 
him.    Thou  haft  maimed,  or  blind- 
ed him  for  ever  ;    and  haft  done 
him  an  irreparable  injury. 


Thoughts  on  Education,  particularly 
that  of  BoySf  by  Father  Ganga-. 
nelii;  and  lafily  Clement  XIV. 
the  late  Pope  ;  in  a  Letter  to  a 
Gentleman  c/Ta  fcan  y .  from  in  - 
terefiing  Letters  of  Pope  Clement 
XIV.  ^c.  lately  publijhed.  See 
Memoirs  of  this  Pope,  in  our  lajl 
Volume,  Part  II.  p,  5. 

THE  education  you  propofe 
giving  your  children  will  be 
only  a  varnilh,  if  it  is  rot  found- 
ed upon  Religion.  There  are 
fome  occafions  in  the  courfe  of 
life,  where  probity  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  ilrong  to  refift  certain 
temptations,  and  where  the  foul  is 
debafed,  if  it  is  not  elevated  by 
the  firm  belief  of  Immortality. 


It  is  neceffary,  for  the  wifdom 
and  happinefs  of  man,  that  he 
lliould  have  a  view  of  the  Deity 
from  his  tendereft  infancy,  as  the  ; 
principle  and  the  end  of  all  things ; 
and  Reafon  and  Faith  (hould  tell 
him,  that  it  is  defcending  to  the 
rank  of  beafts  to  be  without  either 
worfhip  or  law  :  he  ihould  be  made 
to  know  that  Truth  being  one, 
there  can  be  only  one  Religion  ; 
and  if  our  belief  was  not  deter- 
mined by  authority,  every  one 
would  have  his  own  fyftem,  and 
his  own  opinion. 

It  is  not  by  an  attention  to  trif- 
ling ceremonies  that  you  will  make 
your  children  true  Chriftians. 
Chriftianity  is  the  greateft  enemy 
to  Pharifaical  ze^al  and  fuperftition. 
The  Church  prefcribes  duties 
enough  without  our  endeavouring 
to  multiply  them.  We  too  fre- 
quently negledl  what  is  precept, 
to  follow  what  is  only  advice,  be- 
caufe  we  love  rather  to  hearken  to 
caprice  than  to  reafon  ;  and  be- 
caufe  pride  and  fingularity  perfed- 
ly  agree. 

You  ihould  take  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  elevate  the  fouls  of  your 
three  young  people,  and  to  con- 
vince them,  that  the  greatell  plea- 
fure  of  man  is  to  refltd,  and  to  be 
confcious  of  hi«  exigence.  This 
is  a  pleafure  fo  fublime,  and  fo 
worthy  of  a  heavenly  fpirit,  that 
I  look  upon  him  who  knows  not 
this  happinefs,  as  a  wretched,  or, 
at  leaft,  an  infenfible  being. 

The  Catechifm  is  fufficient  to 
teach  revealed  Truths ;  but  in  an 
age  of  infidelity,  fomething  moi^e 
is  wanted  than  the  Alphabet  of 
Religion  :  You  fhould  therefore  fill 
your  children's  minds  with  thcfe 
pure  lights  which  dilfipate  the 
clouds  of  modern  philofophy,  and 
the  darknefs  of  corruption. 

A  few 
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A  few  but  folid  books  will  make 
your  children  well-informed  Chri- 
ilians.  Let  them  be  read  lefs  with 
an  intention  to  fix  them  in  the 
memory,  than  to  grave  them  on 
the  heart.  It  is  not  neceflary  to 
form  young  people  to  defend  a  the- 
fis,  but  to  be  obliged,  as  rational 
creatures,  to  convince  themfelves 
of  eternal  truths. 

When  youth  have  ftudied  Reli- 
gion from  its  firft  principles,  they 
ieldom  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  redu- 
ced by  fophiflry  and  impiety,^  un- 
lefs  the  heart  be  entirely  corrupt- 
ed. 

You  fhould  watch  carefully  to 
preferve  them  fpotlefs,  not  by  em- 
ploying informers  and  fpies,  but 
by  having  your  ears  and  your 
eyes  every  where  to  imitate  the 
Deity  whom  we  do  not  fee,  but  who 
i'eeth  over  all. 

Children  fhould  not  perceive 
that  they  are  diilrulled  and  ob- 
ferved,  for  that  will  difcourage 
them,  and  make  them  murmur  ; 
they  will  conceive  averfion  againft 
thofe  they  ought  to  love,  fufpedt 
an  evil  which  they  would  not  have 
thought  of,  and  feek  only  to  de- 
ceive:— Hence  it  is  that  all  Scho- 
lars adl  only  from  fear,  and  are 
never  more  pleafed  than  when  at  a 
diilance  from  their  fuperiors. 

Be  lefs  the  mailer  than  the  friend 
of  your  children  ;  and  then  they 
will  be  tranfparent  to  your  eyes, 
and  even  tell  their  faults  them- 
felves, 'Young  folks  have  a  hun- 
dred times  told  me  their  griefs 
and  their  errors,  becaufe  I  always 
treat  them  with  mildnefs : — they 
will  give  you  the  key  of  their 
hearts?,  when  they  find  that  you 
fincerely  wilh  them  well,  and  that 
it  is  a  pain  to  you  to  reprove 
them. 


There  are  many  reafons  which 
induce  me  to  advife  a  domedic 
education,  and  there  are  llill  more 
which  hinder  me  from,  perfuading 
you  to  it.  Domeflic  education  is 
commonly  the  beft  calculated  to 
fecure  their  morals ;  butitprefents 
fuch  a  famenefs,  it  is  fo  luke- 
warm and  languid,  that  it  dif- 
courages  all  emulation :  befides, 
as  they  are  watched  too  narrowly, 
they  more  frequently  become  hy- 
pocrites than  good  pupils. 

Nevertheleis,  if  you  can  find  a 
Preceptor  gentle,  patient,  focia- 
ble,  and  learned,  who  can  unite 
condefcenfion  with  fteadinefs,  wif- 
dom  with  gaiety,  temperance  with 
amiablenefs,  I  (hould  defire  you  to 
make  the  trial ;  being  perfuaded 
that  you  will  do  nothing  but  in 
concert  with  him,  and  that  you 
will  not  feek  to  controul  him. 
There  are  too  many  fathers  who 
look  upon  a  Preceptor  as  a  merce- 
nary, and  illiberally  think  they 
are  his  mafters,  becaufe  he  receives 
their  wages. 

Truft  your  Tons  only  to  a  man 
upon  whom  you  can  depend  as 
upon  yourfelf ;  but  after  you  have 
found  fuch  a  man,  do  not  hefitate 
to  leave  them  entirely  at  his  dif- 
pofal.  Nothing  difgufts  a  Tutor 
fo  much,  as  dillrult  and  a  diffi- 
dence of  his  capacity.  Take  care 
what  fervants  you  admit  about 
your  children  ;  it  is  generally 
through  them  that  youth  are  cor- 
rupted. 

Manage  fo  as  to  have  an  ami- 
able ferenity  conftantly  fhining  on 
your  face  and  in  your  eyes,  and 
that  every  thing  be  done  as  you 
would  have  it,  without  reilraint  or 
fear.  Nobody  loves  a  florm  ;  but 
all  the  world  rejoices  in  fine  wea- 
ther. 

N  3  Attach 
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Attach  pleafures  to  every  kind 
of  fludy  which  you  propofe  for 
your  fons,  by  exciting  a  keen  de- 
fire  of  knowledge,  and  an  ardent 
impatience  of  ignorance. 

Take  care  that  they  have  relaxa- 
tion from  their  ftudies,  that  their 
memories  and  judgments  may  not 
grow  tired.  When  difgult  is  join- 
ed with  ftudy,  they  conceive  an 
averfion  to  books,  and  figh  after 
idlenefs  and  fupinenefs. 

In(lru<^  them  by  making  them 
love  your  documents,  not  by  the 
fear  of  punilhments ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  take  care  to  enliven  them 
by  fome  little  hiftories  or  fallies, 
which  may  awaken  attention.  I 
knew  a  young  man  at  Milan  who 
became  fuch  a  lover  of  liudy,  that 
he  looked  upon  holidays  as  necef- 
fary  for  relaxation,  but  coniidered 
them  as  days  of  forrow  ;  his  books 
Were  his  pleafure  and  his  trcafure. 
It  was  a  good  Priell  who,  by  chear- 
fulnefs  and  the  refources  of  his 
imagination,  had  infpired  him 
with  a  love  for  works  of  taile  and 
learning.  He  would  have  been 
one  of  the  moft  learned  men  in 
Europe,  if  death  had  not  (lopped 
him  in  his  career. 

Adapt  their  ftudies  to  their  times 
of  life,  and  do  not  think  of  mak- 
ing them  Metaphyficians  at  twelve 
years  old:  That  is  not  educating 
young  people,  but  teaching  words 
to  parrots. 

Learning  is  like  food.  The 
fiomach  of  a  child  requires  light 
nourilhment ;  atid  it  is  only  by 
degrees  that  he  is  accuftomed  to 
more  folid  or  fubllantial  diet. 

Never  fail  to  let  an  amufing 
fuccecd  a  ferious  book,  and  to  in- 
termix poetry  with  profe,  Virgil 
is  not  lefs  eloquent  than  Cicero  j 
his  defcriptions,  images^  and  ex- 


preffions,  give  fancy  and  elocution 
to  thofe  who  pofiefs  it  not  natural- 
ly. Poetry  is  the  perfef>ion  of 
language  ;  and  if  people  do  not 
apply  to  it  while  they  are  young, 
they  never  acquire  a  talle  for  it. 
it  is  impollible,  after  a  certain 
age,  to  read  verfe  long  without 
having  a  real  talle  for  poetry. 

Nevertheiefs,  moderate  the  ftudy 
of  the  Poets  ;  for,  befides  that 
they  very  often  take  liberties  con- 
trary to  good  morals,  it  is  danger- 
ous to  grow  too  fond  of  them.  A 
young  man  who  only  fpeaks  and 
raves  of  verfe,  is  infupportable  in 
company  y  he  is  both  a  fool  and  a 
madman.  I  except  thofe  whofe 
genius  is  only  proper  for  eflays  or 
exercifes  of  this  kind  ;  and  then 
they  are  recompenfed  for  this  en- 
thufiafm,  by  the  honour  of  becom- 
ing like  Dante,  Ariofto,  Taflb, 
Metaftafio,  Milton,  Corneille,  or 
Racine. 

Let  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
nations  and  countries,  be  made  fa» 
miliar  to  your  children,  without 
becoming  a  dry  ftudy ;  it  fhouid  be 
accompanied  with  fhort  and  accu- 
rate refledions,  to  teach  them  how 
to  confider  events  with  judgment, 
and  to  acknowledge  an  Univerfal 
Agent,  of  whom  all  mankind  arc 
but  the  inftruments,  and  all  revo- 
lutions the  combined  and  fore- 
known efFeds  of  his  eternal  de- 
crees. 

Hiftory  is  only  inanimate  read- 
ing, if  they  attend  only  to  the 
dates  and  fadls  ;  but  it  is  a  book 
full  of  life,  if  they  obferve  the 
playing  of  the  paflions,  the  fpring» 
of  the  foul,  the  movements  of  the 
heart,  and  efpecialiy  if  they  dis- 
cover a  God,  who,  always  mafter 
of  events,  produces,  directs,  and 
determines  them,  according  to  his 

good 
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good  pleafure,  and  for  the  accom- 
pliihment  of  his  fublirae  pur- 
pofes. 

Our  carnal  eyes  fee  in  this 
world  only  a  veil,  which  covers 
the  adlions  of  our  Creator  ;  but 
the  eyes  of  Faith  fliew  us,  that 
whatfoever  happens  is  from  one 
caufe,  and  that  this  caufe  is  truly 
God. 

Take  care  that  a  good  Rhetori- 
cian gives  a  tafte  of  true  eloquence 
to  your  fons,  rather  by  example 
than  by  precept.  Make  them 
comprehend,  that  what  is  really 
beautiful  does  not  depend  upon  ei- 
ther modes  or  times ;  and  that  if 
there  are  different  ways  of  expref- 
ling  things  according  to  different 
ages,  there  is  only  one  of  conceiv- 
ing them  properly. 

Guard  them  againft  that  child- 
i(h  eloquence,  which,  playing  oa 
words,  is  difgulHng  to  true  tafte ; 
and  perfuade  them  that  no  gigan- 
tic ideas  or  expreflions  ever  enter 
into  an  elegant  difcourfe.  Altho* 
we  ought  never  to  bt* fated  of  true 
eloquence,  man  is  fo  fantaftical  as 
to  be  glutted  with  it ;  and  it  is 
owing  to  this,  that  we  fee  a  fin- 
gular  and  trifling  diclion  prefer- 
red to  the  commanding  language 
of  the  Orators  of  the  lalt  age. 

There  are  men,  and  periods  of 
time,  which  have  eftablifhed  the 
llandard  of  tafte  in  every  thing ; 
and  it  is  on  their  produdlions  that 
the  eyes  of  your  children  fhould 
be  conllantly  fixed,  as  the  bell  mo- 
dels ;  not,  however,  with  flavilh 
llridlnefs,  for  they  ihould  not  be 
fervile  imitators  of  any  perfon. 

1  love  that  the  fancy  ftiould  take 
wing,  and  a£t  from  itfclf,  inftead 
of  being  a  copy  for  want  of  inven- 
tion. We  have  men  of  fine  parts  ; 
and  we  fhould  have  men  of  geniusj 


if  they  did  not  too  mechanically 
follow  the  beaten  road.  He  know* 
little,  who  knows  only  one  path. 
The  fpirit  of  invention  is  inexhau- 
ftible  when  we  dare  make  the  at- 
tempt. 1  often  tell  my  pupils, 
**  Be  yourfelves ;— think  in  your 
"  own  way.'*  It  is  a  melancholy 
thing  to  employ  young  people, 
for  whole  years,  in  learning  no- 
thing but  the  art  of  repeating. 

When  your  children  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  maturity,  thea 
is  the  time  to  fpeak  to  them,  as  a 
friend,  of  the  nothingnefs  of  the 
pleafures  in  which  the  world  places 
its  happinefs ;  of  the  misfortunes 
in  which  they  engage  us;  the  re- 
morfe  they  exci:e;  the  injury  they 
do  both  to  body  and  foul  ;  the  abyfs 
they  dig  under  our  fleps,  while 
they  appear  only  to  fcatter  flow- 
ers. 

It  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for 
you  to  point  out  to  them  the  dan- 
gerous rocks*  of  fenfuality,  ei- 
ther by  vigorous  expreflions,  or 
ftriking  examples  ;  and  to  perfuade 
them  that,  without  idlenefs,  the 
greater  part  of  the  pleafures  to 
which  people  addidl  therafeJves  fo 
immoderately  would  have  no  at- 
tradions.  In  idlenefs,  as  in  fleep, 
they  form  to  themfelves  the  molt 
brilliant  ideas,  and  reprefcnt  a 
thoufand  agreeable  chimeras  which 
have  no  exUtence. 

When  a  fon  is  perfuaded  that  a 
father  talks  only  rea(on  to  hira, 
and  folely  from  tendernefs,  he 
hearkens  to  him,  and  his  advic* 
produces  the  beil  effeds. 

Lailly..  after  having  ere«^ed  th*» 
edifice,  there  (till  remains  what  I 
look  upon  as  the  moll  difHcult  of 
all  , — 1  mean,  the  choice  of  a  pro- 
fclTion.  This  is  comiiiOnly  tlie 
touchiione  of  fathers  and  mother^, 
N  4  and 
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and   the   moft   critical    point  for 
children. 

If  you  will  be  perfuaded  by  me, 
you  will  give  them  a  year  to  them- 
ielves  to  refled  upon  the  kind  of 
life  that  fuits  them,  before  you 
fpeak  to  them  of  one  profeflion  in 
preference  to  another.  The  good 
education  they  will  have  received, 
the  knowledge  they  will  have  ac- 
quired, will  naturally  lead  them 
to  a  happy  i/Tue  ;  and  there  will 
te  good  reafon  to  hope  they  will 
then  decide  for  themfelves,  accord- 
ing to  their  inclinations,  and  ac- 
cording to  reafon. 

It  will  then  be  neceffary  to  fpeak 
frequently  to  them  of  the  advan- 
tages and  difadvantages  of  the  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  life,  and  to  let 
them  know  how  much  their  tem- 
poral and  eternal  intereft  is  con- 
cerned in  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
their  duty.  The  facerdotal  and 
monkifh  profeffions  furnifh  ample 
matter  upon  the  ineltimable  hap- 
pinefs  they  muft  tafte  who  are 
truly  called  to  them  ;  and  the  ter- 
rible calamities  which  they  muft 
experience,  who  have  the  raflmefs 
to  embrace  them  without  any  but 
worldly  views.  The  rank  of  an 
Officer  or  a  Magiftrate  prefents  a 
multitude  of  duties  to  difcharge  ;  ■ 
and  it  is  fufficient  to  lay  thefe  du- 
ties before  them,  to  convince  them 
of  their  importance. 

After  thefe  precautions,  and  af- 
ter having  often  implored  the  af- 
fiftance  of  Heaven,  your  fons  will 
*nter  refolutely  upon  the  plan  of 
life  they  have  chofen  ;  and  you 
will  have  the  confolation  of  being 
able  to  fay  before  God  and  man. 
That  you  have  paid  a  proper  re- 
gard to  their  inclinations  and 
their  liberty.  Nothing  is  fo 
fatal  as  for  fathers  to  thwart  the 


inclinations  of  their  children  ;  they 
expofe  them  to  perpetual  rcpin- 
ings,  and  themfelves  to  the  moft 
bitter  reproaches,  and  even  impre- 
cations, which  they  have  unfor- 
tunately deferved. 

Since  Providence  has  given  you 
wealth,  and  you  were  born  in  a 
diftinguilhed  rank,  you  ihould 
fupportyour  fon.  according  to  their 
fortune  and  condition  ;  letting 
them,  however,  always  feel  fome 
wants,  and  keeping  them  always 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation, 
to  teach  them  that  this  life  is  not 
our  ftate  of  happinefs,  and  that 
the  higher  they  are  raifed,  the  lefs 
ought  they  to  become  proud.  Take 
care  to  give  them  money,  that  ihey 
may  learn  from  yourfelf  not  to 
become  mifers,  and  that  they  may 
have  it  in  their  power  to  afiift  the 
unfortunate.  It  will  be  proper  to 
obferve,  with  your  own  eye.s,  the 
ufe  they  make  of  it ;  and  if  you 
find  them  addided  either  to  ava- 
rice or  prodigality,  you  fhould  lef- 
fen  their  allowance. 

Lartly,  my  dear  and  refpeflable 
friend,  attend  more  to  the  hearts 
than  the  underftandings  of  your 
fons :  if  the  heart  is  good,  all  will 
go  well. 

Circumftances  muft  teach  you 
how  to  govern  them  ;  you  fhouid 
appear  fometimes  indulgent,  at 
other  times  fevere,  but  always  juft 
and  candid.  Thofe  young  people 
who  will  not  be  wife,  are  diftref- 
fed  when  they  are  reproved  with  a 
fpirit  of  equity,  becaufe  they  find, 
againft  their  inclination,  that  they 
cannot  reply. 

Leave  them  a  liberal  freedom, 
fo  that  their  father's  houfe  may 
not  be  their  laft  choice ;  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  that  they  fhould  be  happier 
there    than    elfewhere,   and    find 
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thofe  pleafures  which  may  reafon- 
ably  be  expefted  from  a  parent, 
who,  though  a  friend  to  order,  is 
indulgent  from  afFeftion. 

My  pen  hurries  me  on  in  fpite 
of  me:— as  if  it  had  fentiment, 
and  relilhed  the  pleafure  which  I 
tafte  in  fpeaking  to  you  of  your 
dear  children,  wf)om  I  love  better 
thin  myfelf,  and  a  little  lefs  than 
you.  May  God  heap  his  bleflings 
upon  them,  and  they  will  be  what 
they  ought  to  be  ! — The  education 
which,  you  will  give  them  muft 
bloiTom  to  eternity.  There  it  is 
that  Parents  reap  the  fruit  of  the 
good^  advice  they  have  given  to 
their  children,  and  that  worthy 
Fathers  find  themfelves,  with  their 
worthy   Sons;  to  be   for  ever  hap- 

py-  - ^ 

Rome,  \oth  Aug.  1 753. 


Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  Monjieur 
</^  Voltaire,  co  nee  ruing  the  Collec- 
tion of  Letters y  from  m:hich  the 
preceding  Article  is  taken, 

2d  May ^  l-jyS. 

I  HAVE  been  fo  tired,  my  dear 
friend,  with  my  ingenious  and 
gallant  letters  which  I  have  never 
written,  and  fo  many  other  trump- 
peries  imputed  to  n>e,  that  you 
mull  forgive  me  if  I  take  the  part 
of  every  cardinal  or  pope  who  are 
played  the  fame  trick. 

1  have  long  been  provoked  at 
that  political  teftament,  fo  fraudu- 
lently produced  under  the  name  of 
Cardinal  Richlieu.  Can  one  con- 
ceive political  councils  of  a  prime 
minifter,  who  never  fpeaks  to  his 
king  of  the  queen,  who  was  in  fo 
equivocal  a  fitujtioB  ;  of  his  bro- 


ther, who  had  fo  often  confpired 
againft  him  ;  or  of  the  dauphin, 
his  fon,  whofe  education  was  fo 
important  ;  or  of  his  enemies, 
againft  whom  he  had  fo  many  mear 
fures  to  take  ;  or  of  the  proceftants 
of  the  kingdom,  againft  whom  the 
fame  prince  had  fo  often  made 
war;  or  of  his  armies,  his  negoci- 
ations,  or  any  of  his  generals  or 
ambafllidors  i  It  would  be  madnefs 
and  folly  to  believe  this  rhapfo- 
dy  written  by  a  minifter  of  itate. 
Every  page  detc6ls  the  moft  ill- 
concerted  forgery  ;  yet  the  name 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu  impofed  on 
the  world  for  fome  time,  and  fome 
men  of  genius  held  up  as  oracles 
the  enormous  errors  with  which 
the  book  fwarms.  Thus  would 
every  error  be  perpetuated  from 
one  end  of  the  world  to  anoiher, 
if  it  were  not  for  fome  good  foul, 
who  had  the  courage  to  Hop  it  ia 
its  way.  We  have  fince  had  the 
teftaments  of  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  of  Colbert,  of  Louvois^ 
Alberoni,  Marlhal  Belleifle,  and 
Mandrin.  Among  fo  many  he- 
roes I  dare  not  rank  myk\i  i  but 
you  know  that  lawyer  Marchand 
has  made  my  will,  in  which  he  had 
the  difcretion  not  to  infert  a  le- 
gacy for  himfelf. 

You  have  feen  the  letters  of 
Queen  Chriftiana,  of  Ninon,  of 
the  Marchionefs  Pompadour,  of 
Mademoiielle  Tron  to  her  lover, 
the  Rev.  Father  la  Chaize,  confef- 
for  of  Louis  XIV.  We  have  now 
the  letters  of  Pope  Ganganelli; 
they  are  in  French,  though  he 
never  wrote  in  that  language.  He 
muft  certainly  have  had  the  gift  of 
tongues  in  the  courfe  of  his  life 
incognito.  Thefe  letters  are  en- 
tirely in  the  French  tafte.  The 
expreffions,  the  terms,  the  thoughts. 
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the  fafhlonable  phrafe,  the  whole 
is  French,  They  have  been  print- 
ed in  France.  The  editor  is  a 
Frenchman,  born  near  Tours,  who 
has  taken  a  name  in  J.  and  has 
already  publi(bcd  feveral  French 
works  under  borrowed  names. 

if  this  editor  had  tranflated  the 
real  letters  of  Pope  Clement  XIV. 
into  French,  he  would  have  depo- 
rted the  originals  in  fome  public 
library.  The  public  has  a  right 
to  fay  to  him,  as  was  formerly  faid 
to  the  Abbe  Nodot,  **  Shew  me 
«'  your  manufcript  of  Petronius  at 
**  Bellegarde,  or  confent  not  to 
**  be  believed.  It  is  as  falfe  that 
**  you  have  in  your  hands  the 
*'  true  fatire  of  Petronius,  as  it  is 
**  that  this  ancient  fatire  was  the 
<*  work  of  a  conful,  and  a  pidure 
<*  of  Nero's  life,  Ceafe  to  think 
«•  of  deceiving  the  learned  ;  it  is 
**  only  the  vulgar  that  are  deceiv- 
**  ed.'' 

When  the  comedy  of  the  Scotch- 

t^oman  was  publifhed  under  the 
ame  of  William  Vade  and  Jerome 
Carre,  the  public  immediately 
iaw  the  humour  of  it,  and  did  not 
require  formal  proofs.  But  when 
one  makes  ufe  of  the  name  of  a 
Pope,  whofe  alhes  are  yet  warm, 
we  fhould  put  ourfelvcs  out  of  the 
reach  of  fufpicion  ;  one  ihould  fhew 
to  the  whole  facred  college  the 
letters  fjgned  Ganganelli ;  one 
ibould  depoutthem  in  the  Vatican 
library,  with  the  atteftations  of 
all  who  know  the  hand.  Without 
this,  one  would  be  branded  all 
over  Europe  as  a  man  who  dared 
to  lake  the  name  of  a  Pope  to  fell 
a  book.  Reus  eji  quiafilium  Dii  fe 
fecit. 

For  royfelf,  I  confefs,  that  were 
thele  fame  letters  to  be  fhewn  to 
me  with  all    thefe   aueilationsj  X 


fhould  no  more  believe  them  to  be 
the  work  of  Ganganelli,  than  I 
ihould  believe  the  letters  of  Pilate 
written  to  Tiberius  to  be  really 
written  by  Pilate. 

You  aflc,  why  I  am  fo  incredu- 
lous about  thefe  letters.  Becaufe 
I  have  read  them,  and  can  dif- 
cover  the  forgery  in  every  page. 
I  have  been  fufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  Venetian  Algarotti  to 
know  that  he  never  had  the  leaft 
correfpondence  with  the  Cordelier 
Ganganelli,  nor  v4th  the  Conful- 
tor  Ganganelli,  nor  with  the  Car- 
dinal Ganganelli,  nor  with  the 
Pope  Ganganelli.  The  little  pieces 
of  advice  which  are  given  in  a 
friendly  way  to  this  Algarotti  and 
me,  were  never  given  by  this 
good  Monk  after  he'  became  a  good 
Pope. 

It  is  impoflible  that  Ganganelli 
Ihould  have  written  to  Mr.  Stew- 
art, the  Scotchman,  *'  My  dear 
**  Sir,  I  am  fincerely  attached  to 
'*  the  Englifli  nation.  I  have  a 
«'  fixed  elleem  for  your  great 
*'  poets."  What  fay  you  to  an 
Italian  confeffing  to  a  Sotchman, 
that  he  "  has  a  fixed  efleem  for 
"  the  Englifh  poets,"  when  he 
does  not  underiland  a  word  of  En- 
glifh ? 

The  editor  goes  farther :  he 
makes  his  learned  Ganganelli  fay, 
**  I  make  fometimes  nodiurnal  vi- 
*'  fits  to  Newton  :  when  all  Na- 
**  ture  is  afleep,  I  fit  up  to  read 
*•  and  admire  him.  No  perfon 
**  like  him  unites  fcience  and  fim- 
*'  plicity.  This  is  the  charadter- 
**  iftic  of  a  genius  which  knows 
''  neither  pomp  nor  oftentation.'* 

You  fee  how  the  editor  puts 
himfelf  in  the  place  of  his  Pope, 
and  what  a  ftrangc  place  he  gives 
to  Newton.    He  pretends  to  have 
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read  him,  and  he  talks  of  him 
like  a  learned  Bencdidine,  deep 
Tcrfed  in  hiflory,  and  yet  modeft. 
A  pleafant  elogium  this  of  the 
greateft  mathematician  that  ever 
was,  and  of  the  man  who  differed 
light. 

In  the  fame  letter  he  takes 
Berkeley,  Bifliop  of  Cloyne,  for 
one  of  thofe  who  wrote  againft  the 
Chrillian  religion  ;  he  ranks  him 
with  Spinofa  and  Bayle.  He 
knows  not  that  Berkeley  was  one 
of  the  profoundeft  defenders  of 
Chriftianity.  He  knows  not  that 
Spinofa  never  mentioned  it,  and 
that  Bayle  wrote  no  work  expreff- 
ly  on  fo  refpedable  a  fubje^t. 

The  editor,  in  a  letter  to  an 
Abbe  Lami,  makes  Ganganelli, 
whofe  name  he  affames,  fay,  *'  that 
*'  the  foul  is  the  greateft  wonder 
*'  in  the  univerfe,  as  Dante  fays." 
A  Pope,  or  a  Cordelier,  might 
cite  Dante  by  wholefale,  to  appear 
a  man  of  letters ;  but  there  is  not 
a  line  of  this  (Irange  poet  Dante 
that  fays  what  he  is  here  made  to 
fay. 

In  another  letter  to  a  Venetian 
lady,  Ganganelli  amufcs  himfelf 
in  confuting  Locke;  that  is,  the 
editor,  fuperior  to  Locke,  delights 
in  cenfuring  him  under  the  name 
of  the  Pope.- 

In  a  letter  to  the  Cardinal  Qui- 
rini,  the  editor  exprefles  himfelf 
thus  : — *'  Your  Eminence,  who  is 
•*  fond  of  the  French,  will  cer- 
*•  tainly  forgive  their  civilities, 
"  though  beneath  your  dignity. 
"  There  is  no  harm,  except  in  all 
**  ages  taken  colledlivcly.  There 
'*  may  be  fparks,  flames,  lilies, 
*'  rains,  dews,  rivers,  and  ftreams. 
"  This  is  a  perfcdt  reprefentation 
**  of  Nature ;  and  the  belter  to 
"  judge  of  the  univcffc  and  the 


*'  weather,  we  mu ft  unite  the  dif- 
"  ferent  points  of  view,  and  form 
*'  but  one.''  Can  you  /eally  per- 
fuade  yourfelf  that  the  Pope  wrot« 
this  nonfenfc  in  French  againft  the 
French  ? 

Is  it  not  pleafant,  in  Letter  CXI. 
to  hear  Ganganelli,  juft  made  a 
Cardinal,  fay,  **  we  are  not  made 
*'  Cardinals  to  impofe  on  the 
*'  world  by  our  ftate,  but  to  be 
"  pillars  of  the  holy  fee.  Every 
**  thing,  even  our  red  habit,  rc» 
*'  minds  us,  that  we  are  to  en* 
"  deavour,  even  to  the  Ihedding 
**  of  our  blood,  to  aid  religion. 
"  When  I  fee  Cardinal  Tournoa 
*«  flie  to  the  uttermoft  part  of  the 
**  earth,  to  preach  the  truth  un- 
"  adulterated,  the  noble  example 
*'  animates  me,  and  I  am  ready 
**  to  undertake  every  thing." 

Would  not  one  by  this  paflage 
think  that  a  Cardinal  Tournon 
quitted  the  pleafures  of  Rome  ia 
1706,  to  go  and  preach  to  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  and  to  be  mar- 
tyred. The  fad  is,  that  a  Sa- 
v^jyard  prieft,  named  Maillard, 
brought  up  at  Rome  in  the  college 
de  Propaganda,  was  fent  to  China 
in  1706,  by  Pope  Clement  XL  to 
give  an  account  to  the  Congrega- 
tion de  Propaganda  of  the  difpute 
between  the  Jacobites  and  Jefuits 
about  two  words  of  the  Chine(e 
language,  Maillard  took  the  name 
of  Tournon.  He  had  foon  letter* 
of  Vicar  Apoftolic  in  China.  From 
the  time  of  this  appointment  he 
fancied  he  underftood  Chinefe  bet- 
ter than  the  Emperor  Camhi.  He 
wrote  word  to  Pope  Clement  XI. 
that  the  Emperor  and  Jefuits  were^. 
heretics.  The  emperor  contented 
himfelf.  with  putting  him  in  pri- 
fon  at  Macao.  It  was  faid  that  the 
Jefuits  poifuned  him.    But  before 
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the  poiron  took  efFeft^  he  had,  as 
he  pretended,  the  credit  to  obtain 
a  hat  from  the  Pope.  The  Chi- 
nefe  know  not  what  a  hat  is. 
Maillard  died  as  foon  as  his  hat 
arrived.  This  is  the  exaft  hiftory 
of  this  ridiculous  affair.  The  edi- 
tor fuppofes  that  Ganganelli  was 
fo  ignorant  as  to  know  nothing  of 
the  matter. 

In  fliort,  the  perfon  who  bor- 
rows the  name  of  Pope  Ganga- 
nelli, carries  his  zeal  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  in  his  LVIIIth  letter,  to  a 
Bailli  of  the  republic  of  St.  Ma- 
rino, **  I  ihall  not  fend  you  the 
**  book  you  afk  for.  It  is  an 
**  unfiniihed  produftion,  ill  tran- 
*'  Hated  from  the  French,  and 
*'  abounds  with  errors  againft  mo- 
"  rality  and  religion.  It  talks  of 
**  nothing  but  humanity,  which  is 
•*  the  prefent  fafhionable  phrafe 
*'  artfully  fubftituted  to  charity, 
••  becaufe  humanity  is  a  mere 
^  **  heathen  virtue.  Modern  philo- 
•'  fophy  defpifes  every  thing  that 
*'  favours  of  Chriftianity.'* 

You  will  obferve,  that,  though 
our  Pope  is  afraid  of  the  word 
humanity,  the  Moil  Chriftian  King 
boldly  ufes  it  in  his  edid  of  April 
12,  1776,  whereby  he  diftributes 
gratis,  remedies  to  all  the  fick  in 
his  kingdom.  The  edifl  begins 
thus :  **  His  Majefty,  defirous  for 
*'  the  future,  for  the  want  of  ,hu- 
**  manity,"  &c. 

The  editor  may  be  inhuman  on 
paper  as  long  as  he  pleafes,  but  he 
mull  give  our  kings  and  minifters 
leave  to  be  humane.  It  is  clear 
that  he  is  flrangely  miftaken  ;  and 
this  is  the  cafe  with  all  thofe 
gentlemen  that  thus  deal  out 
their  productions  under  refpeftable 
names.  On  this  rock  have  fplit  all 
the  tellament  -makers.      This  in 


particular  betrayed  Boifguilbert' 
who  prefumed  to  print  his  Dix- 
iemeRoyal, under  the  nameof  Mar- 
fhal  Vauban.  Such  were  the  au- 
thors of  the  Memoirs  of*^Vordac, 
Montbrun,  Pontis,  .and  fo  many 
others. 

I  think  the  falfe  Ganganelli  is 
by  this  time  ilript  of  his  mafk.  If 
he  fet  up  for  Pope,  I  have  depofed 
him.  If  he  chufes  to  excommuni- 
cate me,  he  is  heartily  welcome. 


On  the  ConneSlion  betn.veen  Mufic^ 
Prophecy y  and  Poetry^  particularly 
under  the  Jewifh  Difpenjation  ;  hy 
Charles  Burney,  Efq.  MuJ.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  in  his  General  Hiilory 
of  Mufic,  from  the  earlieft  Ages 
to  the  prefent  Period. 

IT  appears  from  many  paflages 
in  Scripture,  that  mujic  was 
as  nearly  allied  to  prophecy  as  to 
poetry. 

When  Samuel,  after  fccrerly 
anointing  Saul  king,  inftruds 
the  new  monarch  in  the  meafures 
he  is  to  purfue  for  eftablilhing 
himfelf  on  the  throne,  he  fa^s, 
*'  and  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  when 
'*  thou  art  come  to  the  city  (Beth- 
'*  el),  that  thou  Ihalt  meet  a  com- 
•'  pany  of  prophets  coming  down 
**  from  the  high  place,  with  a 
*'  pfaltery  and  tabret,  and  a  pipe, 
'*  and  a  harp  before  them,  and 
"  they  Ihall  prophefy.  And  the 
**  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come 
**  upon  thee,  and  thou  ihalt  pro- 
•«  phefy  with  them." 

Who  is  ignorant,  fays  Quinti- 
lian,  that  mufic  in  ancient  times 
was  fo  much  cultivated,  and  held 
in  fuch  veneration  that  muiicians 
were  called  by  the  names  of  pro- 
phets and  fages  f 

Fatfs, 
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Fans,  in  Latin,  is  a  common 
term  for  prophet y  poet,  and  mujician. 
The  oracles  of  the  ancients  were 
delivered  in  fong;  and  the  Pythian 
priells,  who  compofed  into  hexa- 
meter vcrfe  the  loofe  and  dif- 
jointed  expreffions  of  the  agonizing 
Fythia,  were  ftyled  prophets^  crpo- 
^•/}Tat.  Thefe,  according  to  Plu- 
tarch, were  feated  round  the  fanc- 
tuary,  in  order  to  receive  the 
words  of  the  Pythia,  and  indole 
them  immediately  into  a  certain 
number  of  verfes,  as  liquors  are 
inclofed  in  bottles. 

Olen,  one  of  the  firft  priefts  of 
Apollo,  was  at  once  poet  and 
prophet;  and  Phemonoe,  the  firll 
prieftefs  at  Delphos,  is  related  to 
have  delivered  her  oracles  in  verfe 
by  infpiration  only,  without  ftudy 
or  afliftance. 

The  impro'vvifatori  *  of  Italy  are 
ftill  accompanied  by  an  inftrument, 
like  the  prophets  of  old  ;  and  Ita- 
lian poets,  who  write  down  verfes, 
fing  at  the  time  of  compoling 
them. 

The  examples  in  Scripture 
of  this  union  of  mufic  and  pro- 
phecy are  numerous.  **  More- 
«*  over,  David,  and  the  captains 
'*  of  the  holl,  feparated  to  the  fer- 
**  vice  of  the  fons  of  Afaph,  and 
*'  of  Heman,  and  of  Jeduthun, 
*'  who  (hould  prophefy  njoith  harps, 
**  with   pfalteriesy  and   with    cym^ 

««  hali. Of  the  fons  of  Afaph, 

**  four,  who  prophefied  according 

**  to  the  order  of  the  king  : of 

**  Jeduthun,  fix,  nxjho  profhejied 
**  nuilb  a  harp^  to  give  thanks, 
"  and  to  praiie  the  Lord.      And 


"  of  the  fons  of  Heman,  the  king's 
•*  feer  in  the  words  of  God,  four- 
"  teen,  to  lift  up  the  horn.^^ 

But  the  moll  ftriking  example  of 
the  cullom  praftifed  by  the  pro- 
phets, of  tranquilizing  their  minds, 
and  exciting  in  themfelves  divine 
infpiration,  by  means  of  mufic,  is 
in  the  fecond  book  of  Kings. 

The  three  fovereigns  of  Ifrael, 
Judah,  and  Edom,  marching  with 
their  armies  through  a  wildernefs, 
were  all  upon  the  point  of  being 
deftroyed  by  thirft,  as  there  was 
no  water  to  be  found  in  their  paf- 
fage,  either  for  man  or  beall. 

**  And  the  king  of  Ifrael  faid, 
**  Alas  !  that  the  Lord  hath  cal- 
"  led  thefe  three  kings  together, 
*'  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of 
**  Moab,  But  Jeholhaphat  faid, 
**  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of 
**  the  Lord,  that  we  may  enquire 
*•  of  the  Lord  by  him  f  And  one 
'*  of  the  king  of  IfraePs  fervants 
'*  anfvvered  and  faid.  Here  is 
**  Elifha,  the  fon  of  Shaphat.  So 
**  the  king  of  Ifrael  and  Jehofha- 
**  phat,  and  the  king  of  Edom, 
"  went  down  to  him'. — And  Elilha 
*'  faid.  Bring  me  a  minjirel.  And 
**  it  came  to  pafs  when  the  min- 
"  ftrel  played,  that  the  hand  of 
'*  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and 
'*  he  faid.  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
*'  make  this  valley  full  of  ditches, 
*'  &c.'* 

Prophet,  in  fome  parts  of  the 
Scripture,  feems  to  imply  little 
more  than  a  mere  poet,  or  pfal- 
modift,  who  fung  extempore  verfes 
to  the  found  of  an  inftrument,  as 
the    improwi/atori    of   Italy   and 


*  Perfons  endued  with  the  g.ft  of  repeating  or  finging  verfes,  extempore  or 
off  hand,  upon  -any  given  lubjcft.  They  are  faid  to  be  pretty  common  in 
Italy  among  the  learned  ;  and,  what  is  Ihll  more  furprifing,  they  are  not  altoge- 
ther uncommon  among  the  rnoll  illiterate  in  Spain,  with  regard  to  matters  qf 
common  occurrences,  as  appears  from  Mr.  Barrcttis  Account  of  his  Journey 
Through  that  kingdom. 

Spain 
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Spain  do  at  prefent.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  fuch  infpiration  was  not 
likely  to  be  of  great  fervice  to  the 
perfon  upon  whom  it  was  confer- 
red,  nor  on  his  hearers;  for  we 
^ire  told,  1  Sam.  chap,  xvjii.  and  lo. 
«*  that  the  s^vH  fpirit  from  God 
**  came  upon  Saul,  and  he  pro- 
**  phefied  in  the  midil  of  the 
'*  honfe.'' 

It  is  fuppofed  by  many  of  the 
fathers  and  commentators,  that 
the  ancient  Hebrews  had  a  col- 
lege, or  fchool,  of  prophets, 
which  muft  like  wife  have  been 
a  fchool  of  mufic  ;  as  the  paflages 
already  cited  from  the  facved 
writings  fully  prove,  that  the  pro- 
phets either  accompanied  them- 
ielves,  or  were  accompanied  by 
others,  with  roufical  inftruments, 
in  the  exercife  of  their  funilions, 

David,  by  having  cultivated 
mufic  fo  early,  feems  to  have  been 
intended  by  his  family  for  the  pro- 
feflion  of  a  prophet.  St.  Ambrofe 
fays,  that  he  had  always  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  was  chofen  by 
God  himfelf,  in  preference  to  all 
other  prophets,  to  compofe  pfalms. 

And,  according  to  Eufebius, 
David  carried  his  harp,  or,  as  this 
prelate  calls  it,  his  lyre,  with  him, 
wherever  he  went;  to  confole  him 
in  his  afflidion,  and  to  fing  to  it 
the  prailes  of  God.  And  in  his 
preface  to  the  Pfalms,  he  afferts 
that  this  prince,  as  head  of  the 
prophets,  was  generally  in  the  ta- 
bernacle, with  bis  lyre,  amidft  the 
other  prophets  and  fingers,  and 
that  each  cf  them  prophefied,  and 
fang  his  canticle,  as  infpiration 
came  on. 

The  Chaldean  paraphrafe  an- 
derfiands  by  prophefying,  **  ador- 
«*  ing  God,  and  finging  praifes 
'*  unto  him*" 


The  great  fanhedrim,  fays  the 
bifhop  of  Glouceller,  feems  to  have 
been  eftablifhed  after  the  failure 
of  prophefies.  And  concerning  the 
members  of  this  body,  the  rabbins 
tell  U5,  there  was  a  tradition,  that 
they  were  bound  to  be  fkilied  in  all 
fciences. 


Trattjlaticn  of  a  Letter  from  Monjieur 
de  Voltaire  to  Monfeur  d'Argen- 
teuil,  concerning  ShakefpeareV 
Jf  crksy  and  the  Tranjlation  of  them 
into  French,  undertaken  by  Mon- 
feur le  Comte  de  Catuelan,  Mon- 
feur le  Tournfeur,  and  Monfeur 
Fontaine  Malherbe. 

Ferney,  July  19,  lyyS, 
My  dear  Friend, 

I  Hear  that  Monf,  de  St.  Julian 
is    juft    arrived    in    my  defert 
with  Le  Kain.      H   this  news  be 
true,  I    am    quite    furprifed,  and 
quite  overjoyed.. — But  1   muft  alio 
tell  you,  how  angry  I  am  for  the 
honour  of   the    gang   againft  one 
Tourneur,  who  is  faid  to  be  fecre- 
tary  to  a  fet  of  book-makers,  but 
who  does  not  appear  to  be  a  fecre- 
tary  of  tafte.     Pray  have  you  read 
two  miferable  volumes,    in   which 
he  would  have  us  look  upon  Shake- 
fpeare  as  the  only  perfedl  model  of 
tragedy  ?    He    calls    him  the  god 
of  the  theatre  ;  he  faciifices  all  the 
French  dramatilb    without  excep- 
tion to  his  idol,  as  they  formerly 
ufed  to  facrifice  hogs  to  Ceres. — 
He  does  not  deign  to  name  Cor- 
neilJe,  or  Racine  : — thefe  two  great 
men  are  only  enveloped  in  the  ge- 
neral   profcription,   without    their 
names  being  pronounced. — There 
are  already  two  volumes  printed  of 
this  Shdkefpcare,  which  one  would    i 
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wi(h  he  may  go  full  gallop  to  the 
pillory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.&c. 


lake  to  be  pieces  compofed  for  Bar- 
tholomew-fair two  hundred  years 
ago, —  This  rafcal  has  found  means 
to  engage  the  king,  the  queen,  and 
all  the  royal  family,  to  fubfcribe 
to  his  work. 

Pray,  have  you  read  his  abomi- 
nable conjuring- book,  of  which 
there  are  to  be  five  volumes  more? 
Do  you  feel  fufficient  hatred  againft 
this  imprudent  blockhead  f  Can 
you  bear  the  affront  which  he 
throws  on  the  whole  Fre-ch  na- 
tion ?  You  and  Monfieur  de  Thou- 
beville  are  too  milky.  There  are 
not  in  all  France  enough  of  fools- 
caps, enough  of  pillories  for  fuch 
a  knave!  The  blood  boils  in  my 
veins  when  I  fpeak  of  him  ;  if  he 
has  not  put  you  into  a  paffion,  I 
hold  you  to  be  incapable  of  feeling. 
The  worft  of  it  is,  that  the  monller 
has  a  party  in  France ;  and  what 
is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  'twas  I 
that  formerly  firft  talked  of  this 
Shakefpeare  ; — 'twas  I  that  (hewed 
the  French  fome  pearls  which  I 
found  on  his  enormous  dunghill*. 
—I  little  thought  that  I  (hould  help 
to  tread  under  foot  the  crowns  of 
Racine  and  Corneille,  to  adorn 
the  head  of  a  buffoon  and  barba- 
rian. 

I  beg  you  would  endeavour  to 
be  as  much  in  a  paflion  as  1  am, 
otherwife  I  feel  myfelf  capable  of 
com-nitting  fome  defperate  deed. 
As  to  my  friend  Monl.  Gilbert,  I 


Tranjlatlon  of  a  Letter  f  en  tht 
fame  Suhjed  nvith  that  of  the  fore- 
going, and  nvritte-^  by  the  fame 
Gentleman i  /o  /^f  French  Academy  ^ 
ixihtre  it  njoas  read  at  their  lajf 
Public  Meeting  on  the  Fefti'val  of 
5/.  Louis,  AuguH  the23d,  J  776; 
*with  fuitable  Remarks  upon  it, 
by  one  of  the  Gentlemen  vjho  'tvriti 
the  London  Review.  From  the 
London  Review. 

WE  have  here  fo  remarkable 
an  inftance  of  the  vanity^ 
petulance,  and  invidious  difpofi- 
tion,  of  this  celebrated  writer,  that 
we  (hould  gladly  pafs  it  over,  in 
refped  to  his  real  merit  and  ac- 
knowledged excellence,  did  we 
not  think  it  a  piece  of  juftice  due 
to  the  memory  of  our  favourite 
Shakefpeare,  to  expofe  the  folly 
and  malignity  (if  we  may  gi\& 
them  fo  harfli  a  name)  of  this 
cauftic  eftufion  of  our  author's 
fpleen.  To  do  this  alfo,  we  need 
do  little  more  than  give  a  literal 
tranflation  of  the  letter  itfelf, 

'*  Gentlemen, 

'*  CAKDTNAI-     Richlieu,    tke 

great  Corneille,  and  Scuderi,  who 

prefumed    to    imagine    h»mfelf  hi« 

rival,    fubmitced    the   Cid,    taken 


*  The  celebrated  Mrs.  Montague  (who  happened  to  be  in  company  at  Parisj 
where  the  above  letter  was  read)  as  loon  as  fhe  heard  'he  coarie  exprelfmn, 
enorme  fumier,  could  not  help  acidin^,  '«  c'eft  un  fumier,  qui  a  fertilife  une 
itrre  bien  ingrate  1"  Tis  a  donghill  that  has  fertilized  a  mol^  ungrateful 
foil. 

f  So  exce(rively  nice  were  the  French  Academicians,  on  the  public  reading 
of  this  leiier,  that  feveial  quotations  irom  Sh  ikefpeare  were  fupprelTcd,  as  beiixg 

too  indeli    >tc  to  bear  lecital  in  .0  loiemn  an  aii;  mbly. The  editor  o(- this 

work  has  tsk.en  the  hbtrty  of  cu^>yin^  ibe  example  of  theFiuich  academician*^ 
•with  regard  10  two  or  three  walld^es. 

10  fxoni 
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from  the  Spahifh  drama,  to  your 
judgment.  In  like  manner  we  have 
now  recourfe  to  the  fame  impartial 
decifion,  on  account  of  certain  fo- 
reign tragedies,  dedicated  to  the 
king  our  proteclor :  we  appeal  to 
his  judgment  and  to  yours.  Part 
of  the  Englifti  nation  have  lately 
eredled  a  temple  to  their  famous 
poetical  comedian,  Shakefpeare, 
and  inftituted  a  jubilee  to  his  ho- 
nour. Some  Frenchmen  have  af- 
fefted  the  fame  enthufiafm.  They 
have  imported  an  idol  of  the  di- 
vinity of  Shakefpeare,  juft  as  fome 
imitators  have  done  the  Vauxhall, 
opened  fome  time  fince  at  Paris ; 
or  as  others  have  fignalized  them- 
felves  by  calling  the  loin  of  meat 
roaft-beef\  piquing  themfelves  on 
having  their  tables  ferved  with 
roaft-beef  mutton.  They  make 
their  morning  vifits  in  frocksj  for- 
getting that  the  word  frac  is  de- 
rived from  the  French,  as,  indeed, 
are  almoll  all  the  words  in  the 
Englifh  language.  The  court  of 
Louis  XIV.  formerly  polilhed  that 
of  Charles  II.  At  prefent  Lon- 
don is  to  polifti  our  barbarifm. 

"  In  fhort,  gentlemen,  there  is 
publilhed  a  tranfiation  of  Shake- 
fpeare, and  we  are  told  that  he 
was  the  creati've  deity  of  the  fublime 
art  of  dramatic  ^writing  ;  fwhich  re- 
ceived at  his  hands  exifience  and  per - 
feaion  *. 

«*  The  tranflator  adds,  that 
Shakefpeare  is  really  unknonxjn  in 
France^  or  rather  disfigured.  Things 
are,  then,  much  changed  in  France 


from  what  they  were  about  fifty 
years  ago  ;  when  a  man  of  letters, 
who  has  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
your  brethren,  was  the  firft  among 
you  who  learnt  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage ;  the  firll  who  made  Shake- 
fpeare known  to  you  ;  who  made 
a  liberal  tranfiation  of  fome  paf- 
fages  from  him  iir  verfe,  as  all 
poets  Ihould  be  tranflated  ;  who 
made  known  to  you  Pope,  Dryden, 
and  Milton  ;  the  very  firll  who 
ventured  to  explain  the  ma:hema- 
tical  elements  of  the  great  Newton, 
and  who  prefumed  to  do  juftice  to 
the  profound  fagacity  of  Locke, 
the  only  reafonable  metaphyfician 
who  had,  perhaps,  till  then,  ap- 
peared on  the  face  of  the  earth  f. 

••  There  are  not  only  fome  paf- 
fages  of  his  in  verfe,  in  imitation  of 
Milton;  but  he  engaged  Mr.  Du- 
pre  de  St.  Maur  to  learn  Englilh, 
and  to  tranflate  Milton,  at  lealt 
into  profe. 

**  Some  of  you  know  what  was 
the  reward  of  all  the  pains  he  thus 
took  to  enrich  our  literature  with 
the  treafures  of  the  Englifh  ;  with 
what  cruelty  he  was  perfecuted  for 
having  propofed  to  his  country- 
men the  increafing  of  their  know- 
ledge, by  that  of  a  nation  which 
they  then  only  knew  by  having 
heard  of  the  name  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  J;  and  whofe  reli- 
gion was  in  fome  particulars  diffe- 
rent from  our  own.  The  ^^ro- 
pofed  enterprife  was  looked  upon 
to  be  as  criminal  as  high-treafon, 
as  abfolute  impiety.     This  outra- 


•  The  tranflator's  words  are,  "  le  dieu  createur  de  Tart  fublime,  du  theatre, 
qui  recut  de  fes  mains  Texiftence  &  la  perfeftion." 

f  They,  who  know  how  M.  de  Voltaire  hath  illuftrated  thefe  i.  thors,  need 
not  be  told  how  faife  and  contemptible  is  this  boall. 

X  Is  this  a  compliment  to  the  French  nation  or  our  own  ?  or,  Does  not  this 
modelt  writer  rather  compliment  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  both  nations  ? 

geous 


MISCELLANEOUS    ESSAYS.      193 


geous  behaviour  con rinued  ;  till  at 
length  the  objed  of  fo  much  ran- 
cour and  abufe  took  no  other  refo- 
lution  than  to  laugh  at  it. 

**  In  fpite,  however,  of  this  ha- 
tred to  Eoglifh  philofophy  and  li- 
terature, they  infenfibly  gained 
credit  in  France.  Every  book 
printed  in  London  was  prefently 
iranflated;  and  thus  from  one  ex- 
treme, men  ran  precipitately  into 
the  other.  Nothing  was  relifhed 
that  did  not  come,  or  that  was  not 
fuppofed  to  come,  from  England. 
The  bookfellers,  who  are  dealers 
in  falhions,  fold  Englifh  romances 
as  the  milliners  do  ribbons  and 
pins,  under  the  name  of  Englifh. 

**  The  fame  perfon  who  had 
been  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  revolu- 
tion among  the  v/its,  was  obliged, 
in  the  year  1760,  for  well-known 
reafons,  to  write  comments  on  the 
tragedies  of  the  great  Corneille, 
and  affiduoufly  confulted  you  upon 
that  work.  To  the  celebrated  piece 
of  Cinnay  he  annexed  a  tranflation 
of  Shakefpeare*s  Julius  Casfar  ;  to 
ferve  for  a  comparifon  between  the 
manner  in  which  the  Englifh  ge- 
nius had  treated  the  confpiracy  of 
Brutus  and  Caflius  againfl  C^efar, 
and  that  different  one,  in  which 
Corneille  has  treated  the  confpi- 
racy of  Cinna  and  Emilius  againft 
Auguftus. 

**  Never  was  there  a  more  faith- 
ful tranflation  *.  The  Englifh 
original  is  fometimes  in  verfe  and 
fometimes  in  profe;  fometimes  in 
blank  verfe,  and  fometimes  in 
rhime  ;  fometimes  the  language  is 
incredibly  fublime,  as  when  Casfar 


talks  of  his  refemblance  to  the 
pole-ftar  and  to  Olympus.  In  ano- 
ther paffage  alfo  he  exclaims 


•Danger  knows  full  well. 


That  Cjefar  is  more  dangerous  than 

We  vreie  two  lions  lltter'd  in  one  day. 
And  1  the  elder  and  more  terrible. 


— — **  Le  Danger  fgiit  blen  que  jb 

fuis  plus  dangereux  que  lui.  Nous 
naquimes  tons  deux  d'une  meme  por^ 
tec  le  meme  jour  j  raais  je  I'uis  Taine 
8c  le  plus  terrible." 

*'  Sometimes  the  language  is  of 
the  greatert  fimplicity.  The  dregs 
of  the  people  fpeak  their  own  vul- 
gar tongue.  A  cobler  propofes  to 
mend  a  fenator,  viz.  mend  his 
fhoes.  The  commei^ator  on  Cor- 
neille endeavoured  to  imitate  this 
great  diverfity  of  llyle.  He  not 
only  tranflated  the  blank  verfe  into 
blank  verfe,  the  rhime  into  rhime, 
and  the  profe  into  profe  ;  but  he 
traced  figure  for  figure.  To  in- 
flation he  applied  bombaft  ;  fim- 
plicity and  even  meannefs,  to  every- 
thing that  was  fimple  and  low  in^ 
the  original.  This  was  the  only 
method  to  make  Shakefpeare 
known.  The  affair  related  to  a 
literary  difpute,  and  not  a  book- 
fe]ler*s  bargain  ;  the  public  were 
not  to  bcdeceived. 

**  The  new  tranjlator,  in  re- 
proaching France  with  having  no 
corred  tranflation  of  Shakefpeare, 
ought  himfelf  to  have  tranflated 
him  corredly.  He  ought  not,  ia 
the  very  firft  fcene  of  Julius  Casfar, 
to  have  mutilated  his  creatii;e  iliitj 


'■■■  It  is  to  be  obfervet',  that   Mr.  Voltaire  fays,  here,  that  of  his  own  tran* 
flation,  which  few  Engliflijnen  will  fay  for  hira. 


Vol.  XIX. 


Of 
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y  tragtdy.  He  copies  faithfully 
his  model,  I  confefs,  by  introduc- 
ing on  the  ftage,  his  carpenters, 
butchers,  fhcemakers,  and  coblers, 
in  company  with  Roman  fenators : 
but  he  fupprefles  all  the  low  jokes, 
which  the  cobler  cuts  on  the  fena- 
tors. He  does  not  even  tranflate 
the  curious  play  on  the  word  figni- 
fying  the  foul  of  man,  and  that 
which  means  the  fole  of  a  (hoe.  Is 
not  fuch  a  fuppreffion  a  facrilege 
committed  on  his  dramatic  deity  ? 

"  In  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth, 
after  the  hero  is  at  length  deter- 
mined to  affaflinate  his  king  in  his 
bed ;  juft  after  he  has  been  difplay- 
ing  all  the  horror  of  his  crime,  and 
the  remorfe  which  he  gets  the  bet- 
ter of,  the  houfe  porter  enters  to 
deal  out  his  merry-andrew  jefts. 
This  buffoon  is  fucceeded  by  two 
of  the  king's  chamberlains,  one  of 
which  afks  the  other,  what  are  the 
three  things  which  drunkennefs 
provokes;  to  which  the  other  an- 
iwers,  a  pimpled  nofe,  flcep,  and 
urine. 

**  If  fuch  ideas  and  cxprellions 
.are  in  fadl  that  Nature  for  which 
Shakefpeare  is  to  be  adored,  his 
tranflator  ftiould  by  no  means  de- 
prive him  of  our  adoration.  H 
they  are  only  the  little  negligences 
of  a  great  genius,  fidelity  requires 
them  to  be  made  known,  were  it 
only  to  confole  France,  by  fhewing 
her  that  other  countries  have  their 
negligences  alfo, 

**  Some  of  you,  gentlemen, 
know  that  Shakefpeare  wrote  a  tra- 
gedy called  Hamlet ;  in  which  a 
ghofl  makes  his  appearance,  firft 
to  two  centinels  and  to  an  officer, 
^'ithoju-t  faying  any  thing  to  either  ; 


after  which  he  vaniihes  at  the 
crowing  of  a  cock.  One  of  the 
fpeftators  fays,  it  is  the  cuftom  for 
gholls  to  disappear  when  the  cock 
crows  towards  the  latter  end  of 
December,  on  account  of  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour.  This  gholl  is  the 
father  of  Hamlet,  in  his  life  time 
king  of  Denmark.  His  widow, 
Gertrude,  is  the  mother  of  Ham- 
let, married  to  the  brother  of  the 
deceafed,  fopn  after  the  death  of 
her  hufband.  This  Hamlet  ex- 
claims in  a  foliloquy  as  follows  : 


-Frailty,  thy  name  is  woman  ! 


A  little  month  j    or    ere    thofe    ihoes 

,  were  old. 
With    which    ftie   followed  ray  poor 

father's  body. 
O  Heaven  !  abealt  that  wants  difcourfe 

of  reafon 
Would  have  mournM  longer  ! 

— — — "  Ah  !    Fragilite  eft  le  nom- 
de  la  femme  !    quoi  !    n'attendre    pas 


\in   petit  niois  :    quoi 


!    avant  d'avoir 


ufe  les  fouiiers,  avec  lefqucls  elle 
avoit  fuivi  le  convoi  de  mon  pere  ! 
Oh  ciel  !  les  betes  qui  n'ont  point 
de  raifon,  auroient  fait  un  plus  long 
deuil." 

"  It  is  hardly  worth  while  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  cannon  are  fired 
in  compliment  to  Queen  Gertrude 
and  her  new-married  fpoufe,  and 
that  a  duel  is  fought  in  the  fifth 
aft,  although  the  aftion  pafles  in 
the  ninth  century,  when  cannon 
were  not  invented.  This  little 
piece  of  inadvertency  is  not  more 
remarkable  than  that  of  making 
Hamlet  fwear  by  St.  Patrick,  and 
call  Jefus  our  Saviour,  at  a  time 
when  they  knew  in  Denmark  as 
little  of  Chrillianity  as  they  did  of 
gunpowder. 

«*  It  is  of  importance  that  the 
ghoU 
10 
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ghoft  relates  to  his  fort,  in  a  tedious 
t^ti-a-tete,  that  his  wife  and  his 
brother  difpatched  him,  by  pour- 
ing poifon  into  his  ear.  Hamlet  de- 
termines to  avenge  his  father,  and, 
in  order  to  give  no  umbrage  to  his 
mother,  counterfeits  madnefs  thro' 
the  whole  piece. 

"In  one  of  the  fits  of  this 
counterfeited  madnefs,  he  has  a 
private  converfati^n  with  his  mo- 
ther, Gertrude;  during  which, 
the  king's  high  chamberlain  hides 
himfelf  behind  the  arras.  The 
hero  cries  out  he  hears  a  rat,  and 
kills  the  high  chamberlain  :  upon 
which  the  daughter  of  this  officer, 
who  had  an  affedion  for  Hamlet, 
runs  really  mad,  throws  herfelf 
into  the  fea,  and  drowns  herfelf 

•*  The  theatre  then,  in  the  fifth 
aft,  reprefents  a  church  and  a  bu- 
rying-ground,  as  if  the  Danes, 
idolaters  in  the  fini  a6t,  were  be- 
come chrillians  in  the  fifth.  The 
grave-diggers  make  a  grave  for 
tht  poor  girl  ;  one  aflcing  the  other 
whether  a  woman  who  drowns  her- 
felf ought  to  be  interred  in  holy 
ground  :  after  which  they  fing  bal- 
lads, worthy  of  their  profeffion  and 
their  manners;  at  the  fame  time 
throwing  out  the-bones  and  fkulls 
of  the  dead  upon  the  ftagc.  Ham- 
let and  the  brother  of  his  miftrefs 
tumble  into  a  grave  and  fall  to 
filly  cuffs. 

**  One  of  your  brethren,  gen- 
tlemen, ventured  to  obferve,  that 
thefe  pleafantries,  which  mi:!ht 
poffibly  be  accommodated  to  the 
tade  of  Shakefpeare^s    age>   were 


not  a  fpecles  of  tragedy  fufHciently 
dignified  for  the  limes  of  a  Car- 
teret, aChefterfield  aLyltelton,&c. 
-At  length  they  were  retrenched  at 
the  moft  reputable  of  the  London 
theatres:  and  M.  Maimontel,  ifi 
One  of  his  works,  congratulates 
the  Englifti  on  the  reformation. 
•*  Shakefpeare,"  fays  he,  "  is 
abridged  ai:d  corrected  every  day : 
the  celebrated  Garrick  hath  lately- 
cut  out  of  Hamlet  the  fcene  of  the 
grave-diggers,  and  almoit  all  the 
fifth  aft.  In  confequence  of  which, 
the  piece  and  the  author  have  been 
only  the  more  applauded.'* 

*'  The  tranjlator  does  liot  admit 
of  this  truth  ;  but  takes  the  part 
of  the  grave-diggers.  He  would 
have  them  preferved  truly,  as  the 
refpeftable  monument  of  an  incom- 
parable genius  ♦. 

*'  It  is  true,  there  are  a  hundred 
paffages  in  this  play,  and  all  the 
plays  of  Shakefpeare,  fufHciently 
grand,  decent,  fublime,  and  intro- 
duced with  equal  aft ;  but  the  trait- 
Jlator  gives  the  prefererice  to  the 
grave-diggers ;  and  reli-s  on  the 
circuraftance  of  that  abominable 
fcene  being  ftill  retained  in  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  play  at  one  of 
the  other  theatres,  appearing  to 
require  us  alfo  to  copy  fo  curious  a 
fpeftacle. 

**  It  is  the  fame  with  that  happy 
licence,  with  which  all  the  afters 
are  tranfported  in  a  moment  from 
on  board  a  (hip  in  the  main  ocean, 
five  hundred  miles  on  dry  land, 
from  a  cabin  to  a  palace  from 
Europe  to  Afia.     The  biight  of  art 


•  Nor  are  the  French  tranflators  fingular  in  this  opinion.  Dr.  Johnfon,  in 
the  prcfacs  to  his  editien  of  Shakefpeare,  favs  much  in  favour  of  tragi-comedy, 
however  txploded  by  the  French,  and  Frenchified  EngliAi,  critics. 


O  Z 


according 
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according  to  him,  or  rather  the 
beauty  of  nature^  is  to  reprefent  an 
aftion,  or  rather  feveral  athtions  at 
once,  that  fhall  laft  half  a  century. 
In  vain  hath  the  judicious  Def- 
preaux,  the  legiflaior  of  good  talle 
throughout  Europe,  faid  in  his 
Jirt  ofPtetryy 

Un  rimeurfans  peril  delales  Pyrenees, 
Sur  le  fcene  en  un  jour  renferme  des 

ani\ees  j 
Cert  la   que  le   hcros   d'un    fpeflacle 

grollier. 
Enfant  au  premier  a£le,  eft  barbon  au 

dernier, 

**  The  barb'rous  fcribbler  of  a  foreign 

play,     ,. 

Includes  whole  years  within   a  fingle 

day; 
In  the  firft  aft,  tho'  hardly  childhood 

paft, 
His  heio's  an  old  dotard  in  the  laft\" 


*'  In  vain  might  be  cited  the 
example  of  the  Greeks,  who  found 
the  three  unities  in  nature*.  In 
vain  might  we  talk  to  him  of  the 
Italians,  who,  long  before  Shake- 
fpeare,  revived  the  fine  arts,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
and  who  ilriftiy  cbferved  thofe 
three  great  laws  of  good  fenfe, 
unity  of  timej  place,  and  aftion. 
In  vain  might  we  refer  him  to  the 
Sophonifba  of  the  Archbi(hop  of 
Trilfino,  the  Rofomonda  and 
O/eftes  of  Rucellai,  the  Dido  of 
Dolce,  and  many  other  pieces  com- 
pofed  in  Italy  almoft  a  hundred 
years  before  bhakefpeare  wrote  in 


London,  all  of  them  according  to 
thcfe  judicious  rules  eftablifhed  by 
the  Greeks.  In  vain  might  it  be 
reraonltrated  to  him,  that  the 
Amintor  of  Taflb,  and  the  Paftor 
Fido  of  Guarini,  do  not  depart 
from  the  fame  rules;  and  thatfuch 
difficulty,  furmounted,  prefents  a 
charm  that  delights  every  perfon 
of  true  taile.  In  vain  might  we 
reft  the  caufe  on  the  example  of 
the  painters,  amon^  whom  there  is 
hardly  to  be  found  one,  who  hat|i 
painted  two  different  adions  upon 
one  canvas.  At  prefent  it  is  pre- 
tended, gentlemen,  that  the  three 
unities  form  a  chimerical  law,  be- 
caufe  Shakefpeare  has  not  obferved 
it,  and  becaufe  thefe  pretenders 
would  debafe  us  fo  far,  as  to  make 
it  believed  we  have  no  other  me- 
rit. 

i*  The  queftion  is  not  here, 
whether  Shakefpeare  was  not  the 
creator  of  the  Englilh  drama.  We 
readily  agree  that  he  excelled  all 
his  contemporaries  ;  but  afluredly 
Italy  had  regular  theatres  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  Italians 
had  begun  long  before  to  reprefent 
the  Pairion  in  the  churches  of  Ca- 
labria, where  they  continue  to  do 
it  to  this  day.  But  in  procefs  of 
time,  feme  happy  geniulTes  began 
to  eiFace  the  ruit  with  which  that 
fine  country  had  been  covered,  fince 
the  inundations  of  fo  many  barba- 
rians. In  the  time  even  of  Dante, 
true  comedies  were  reprefented  ; 
whence  Dante  gave  the  title  of  co- 
medy   to    his    ilelly  his  Purgatory, 


*  Much  might  be  faid,  and  with  good  reafon,  againft  this.  The  obfervancc 
of  the  three  unities  was  rendered  receflaiy  among  the  Greeks,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by  the  Imperfe£iion  of  their  fceuery;  as  their  obiervance  among  the  mo- 
derns leads  dramatic  writers  frequently  into  as  unnatural  abfmdities  as  almoft 
any  which  are  committed  by  the  breach  of  them. 

and 
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to  the  dukes  of  Burgundy;  and 
there  performed  their  pious  extra- 
vagancies. 

"  The  Englifli  copied  thefe 
grofs  <^^nd  barbarous  diverfionSj  the 
darknejs  of  ignorance  at  that  time 
being  difFufed  all  over  Europe, 
Every  body  fought  amufement,  and 
no  decent  amufements  were  to  t)e 
had.  We  leasn,  in  an  edition  of 
Shakefpeare,  at  the  end  of  Ri- 
chard llf.  that  the  miracles  were 
reprefented  in  the  open  field,  on 
theatres  of  green- fward,  fifty  feec 
diameter,;  where thedevil appeared 
in  perfon  on  the  ftage,  (hearing  the 
briilles  of  hisliogs ;  whence  comes 
the  Englifh  proverb.  Great  cry  and 
little  ivool. 

«*  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIL 
there  was  »n  eftabliflied  theatre  in 
London,  which  ftill  fubfills.  It  was 
much  in  vogue  in  Shakefpeare*s 
youth;  as  we  find,  in  his  Eulo- 
gium,  that  he  is  commended  for 
taking  care  of  the  horfes  of  the 
gentlemen  that  frequented  it.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  invent  the  thea- 
trical art,  although  he  cultivated 
it  with  great  fuccefs.  It  is  for  yoo, 
gentlemen,  whoare  acquainted  with 
PolyeuSie  and  Athaliey  to  judge  if 
it  be  to  him  it  owes  its  perfection.** 

The  letter-writer  proceeds  to 
cenfure  the  French  tranllators  fe- 
verely,  for  their  prefuming  to  con- 
demn the  tafte  of  fach  Parifian 
Arillarchufes,  who  decry  Shake- 
fpeare ;  feleding  a  fine  pafTage  or 
two  from  one  of  the  bell  French 
dramas.  Afcer  this  he  goes  on  to 
carp,  with  his  ufual  partiality,  at 
the  mofl  exceptionable  palFages  in 
thofe  of  Shakefpeare  :  particularly 
at  the  firll  fcene  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet,  and  in  placing  part  of  the 
dialogue  between  Kent  and  Glo- 
cefter  in  King  Lear,  in  contrail 
O  3  with 


nnd  his  Varadife,  Riccoboni  in- 
forms us,  that  Floriana  was  at  .that 
time  reprefented  at  Florence. 

*'  The  French  and  Spaniards 
have  always  imitated  the  Italians  ; 
they  unhappily  began  by  perform- 
ing, in  the  open  air,  the  Paflion, 
and  the  Myfteries  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament.  Thefe  infamous 
pleafantries  have  been  continued 
in  Spain  even  in  our  own  times. 
We  have  too  many  proofs  that  fuch 
reprefentations  were  pradlifed 
among  ourfelves,  till  ihe  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  century  ;  witnefs  the 
Chronicle  of  Metz,  compofed  by 
the  curate  of  St.  Euclaire.  *'  In 
the  year  1437  was  played  the  Paf- 
iion  of  our  Lord,  in  the  plain  of 
Veximel ;  the  part  of  God  by  Sig- 
nior  Nicole  DomNeufchatel,  curate 
of  St.  Vidlor  de  Metz,  who  would 
h-ave  a6lually  died  on  the  crofs, 
had  he  not  been  relieved  by  ano- 
ther priell,  who  was  placed  on  ir, 
to  go  through  the  crucifixion  that 
day  in  his  Head  ;  the  following 
day,  the  faid  curate  of  St.  Vi6lor 
performing  the  Refurreftion,  top- 
ping his  part;  the  faid  play  lafting 
till  night.  Another  prieft,  by 
name  Mr.  John  de  Nicey,  chaplain 
of  Metrange,  played  Judas,  who 
was  near  being  choaked  in  hang- 
ing, for  his  heart  failed  him,  fo 
that  he  was  obliged  to  be  haftily 
taken  down  and  carried  ofF.  The 
mouth  of  hell  was  well  executed  by 
two  large  clamps  of  "iron,  which 
opened  and  Ihut  as  the  devils 
wanted  to  go  in  and  out.'* 

**  At  the  fame  time,  ftrolHng 
companies  played  the  fame  farces 
in»  Provence  ;  but  the  fraternity  of 
the  Paflion  ellablilhed  themfelves 
at  Paris,  within  covered  theatres. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  com- 
pany bought  the  hotel  belonging 
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one  fhould  exprefs  himfelf  in  like 
manner. 

*'  If  you  afk  me  why  this  verfe. 


with  a  pompous  pafTage  of  the 
Pompey  of  Corneille.  We  cannot 
indeed,  in  thefe  inflances,  difpute 
the  preference  he  gives  to  his  coun- 
tryman ;  but  when  he  takes  upon 
him  to  give  Shakefpeare  in  French, 
and  to  controvert  the  opinion  of 
thofe  fcngliih  critics,  who  under- 
iland  both  languages,  and  prefer 
Sh  kefpeare  Oii  a  fair  comparifon, 
he  )  y  betrays  his  partiality  to  his 
^w«,  and  his  ignorance  of  car  lan- 
guage Of  this  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing inllance : 

"  An  eminent  Scotch  judge*, 
who  hath  publiflied  Elements  of 
^nglifli  criticifm,  in  three  vo- 
lumes, in  which  are  many  fhrevvd 
and  judicious  reflexions,  hath  been 
founfortunate,neverthelefs,  to  com- 
pare the  firll  fcene  of  that  monfler 
called  Hamlet i  with  the  iirft  fcene 
pf  our  malier-piece,  Iphigene,  He 
affirms,  that  thefe  verfes  of  Areas, 

Avez  vous  dans  les  airs  entendu 

quelque  bruit  ? 
Les  vents  nous  aurolent-ils  exauce 

cette  nuit  ? 
Mais  tout  dort,  &  Tarmee,  &  les 

vents,  &  Neptune, 

are  inferior  in  merit  to  the  juft  and 
proper  anfwer  of  the  centinel  in 
Hamlet,  _ 

Je   n'ai   pas   entendu   une    fouris 
trotter. 

A'o#  a  mou/e  Jiirring  J 

**  Yes,  Sir,  a  foldier  might 
make  fuch  an  anfwer  when  adlually 
upon  guard  ;  but  not  upon  the 
iiage,  befp;e  the  fir  it  perfons  of 
dillinftion,  who  ex^jrei's  themfelves 
nobly,    and    before    whom   every 


*'  Mais  tout  dort,  &  rarmee,  & 
les  vents,  &  Neptune, 

is  admirably  beautiful,  and  why 
the  fucceeding  verfes  are  ftiil  more 
fo ;  it  is  becaufe  they  exprefs  har- 
monioufly  thofe  great  truths,  which 
are  the  ground-work  of  the  piece. 
But  there  is  neither  harmony,  nor 
any  thing  intereiUng  in  the  low 
expreffion  of  Shakefpeare*s  foldier. 

Not  a  moufe  ftirring. 

Whether  the  foldier  had  feen,  or 
had  not  feen  a  moufe  ftirring,  is  a 
matter  of  very  little  confequence  to 
the  tragedy  of  Hamlet.  It  is  a 
mere  St.  Giles's  phrafe  ;  a  low 
proverb  that  can  have  no  eiFedt. 
There  is  always  a  reafon  why  a 
beauty  is  a  beauty,  and  a  defed  a 
defea.'* 

There  certainly  is :  but  the  iirft 
principle  of  beauty  in  writing  is 
propriety.  Scribendi  reel}  Jap  ere 
principium  efi  et  fons.  Now,  there 
is  neither  propriety  of  ftile  nor  of 
fentiment  in  M.  de  Voltaire's  tran- 
llation  and  Criticifm.  An  Englifh 
audience  would  burll  into  as  loud 
a  horfe  laugh  as  might  a  French 
one,  Ihould  the  centiner  be  made 
pompoufly  to  repeat  in  blank  \tx{^^ 
as  M.  de  Voltaire  fuppofes  him  to 
fay, 

/  have  not  heard  the  trotting  of  a 
moufe.  _ 

But  he  fays  ferinufly  and  unaffed- 
edly,  as  Lord  Kaims  obfervts,  not 


f  This  Scotch  judge  is  that  judicious  and  excellent  critic  Lord  Kaim* 


a  moufs 
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putes  his  fentiments,  on  this  head, 
to  men  of  real  tarte  in  England. 

«*  The  fame  reflections,  fays  he, 
which  I  make  to  you,  gentlemen, 
have  been  made  in  England  by 
many  men  of  letters.  Rimer  him- 
felf,  that  learned  critic  Rimer,  in 
a  book  dedicated  to  the  famous 
Earl  of  Dorfet,  in  1593,  on  the 
excellence  and  corruption  of  tra- 
gedy, carries  the  feverity  of  hia 
criticifm  fo  far,  as  to  fay,  that 
there  is  not  an  African  ape,  not  a 
baboon,  who  has  not  more  tafle 
than  Shakefpeare.  Permit  me, 
gentlemen,  to  draw  the  middle 
line  between  Rimer  and  the  ttan- 
Jlator,  and  to  look  upon  him,  at 
neither  a  tieity  nor  as  an  ape  !  ** 

We  do  not  recoiled  the  paffage 
in  Rimer ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  found 
in  that  learned  critic,  it  proves  h« 
was  as  dull  and  taftelefs  a  pedant 
as  ever  thought  the  laws  of  nature 
fhould  becontrouled  by  the  catego* 
ries  of  Ariftotle. 


a  moufe  Jlirring*  It  is  owned  that 
the  expreflion  is  common  and  pro- 
verbial ;  but  it  is  proper  and  cha- 
raderiftical,  and  therefore  affedl- 
ing.— Our  French  hypercritic  ad- 
mits it  might  be  properly  ufed  by 
a  foldier  a6\ually  on  guard,  but 
thinks  it  too  low  to  be  made  ufe 
of  by  a  tragedian  on  the  ftage,  in 
the  prefencc  of  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion*. — Here  the  mifchief  comes 
out,  and  the  difference  between 
the  French  and  EngliQi  taile  for 
dramatic  reprefentation  is  at  once 
declared.  The  one  requires  it  to 
be  a  true  exhibition  of  nature;  the 
Other,  the  falfe  difplay  of  art.  Ad- 
mitting that  in  nature  there  are 
fcenes  improper  for  theatrical  re- 
prefentation, and  that  thofc  of  la 
belle  nature  only  fhould  be  exhi- 
bited ;  this  confideration  might 
banilh  low  charaders  and  fcenes 
from  the  ftage:  but  if  they  were 
ever  introduced,  they  fhould  fpeak 
in  charafter.  The  centinel  on 
guard  fhould  not  a6l  the  tragedian, 
nor  fhould  the  common  foldier  ufe 
the  fplendid  diftion  of  the  prince. 
Jt  is  for  want  of  attention  to  this 
propriety,  that,  in  almoft  all  our 
modern  tragcdie«,  the  fcene  has  no 
variety  of  colouring ;  but,  as  the 
criiic  ebferves 

AH  glares  alike  without  diflinCllon 

gay- 
It  is,  on  the  whole,  with  great  in- 
juftice,   that  M.  de  Voltaire   im- 


On  the  nenx)  Species  of  fajhionablt 
Amufement ,  called  charades. 
From  the  Weftminfier  Magazine, 

Mr.  Editor, 

THE  execrable  CHARAOEsf 
that  have  lately  infefted  the 
public  prins,  might  well  provoke 
jhe  following  fat  ire. 

**  An  anfwcr  to  all  the  Charades 
that  ever  have  been  or  ever  will  be 
made. 


♦  This  obfervation  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  courtly  popin-jay,  defcribed  by 
Hotfpur,  who  talked  of  guns  and  wounds,  God  fave  the  mark,  fo  like  a 
waiting  gentlewoman,  and  blamed  the  unmannerly  Ibldiers  for  carrying  dead 
bodies  by,  between  the  wind  and  his  nobility. 

t  The  Charade  owe*  its  name  to  the  Idler  who  invented  it.  Its  fubjea 
mult  be  a  word  of  two  fyllables,  each  forming  a  diftinft  word,  and  thcfe  two 
lyllables  are  to  be  concealed  in  an  enigmatical  defcription,  firft  feparateiy,  and 
liien  together. 

O  4.  Your 
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Your  firft  in  emptinefs  of  thought 

furpaft  ; 
Your  next  in  nonfenfe,  and  in  both 

your  lalt : 
The  force  of  Folly  could  no  further 

go; 
To  make  a  third,  fhe  joined  the 

former  two." 

Its  title,  however,  by  aiming  at 
too  much,cfFeds  nothing.  A  Char- 
ade is  not  neceflkrily  **  void  of 
thought,'*  or  "  nonfenfical."  On 
the  contrary,  it  may  be  pronounced 
an  exercife  for  the  ingenuity,  and 
where  there  is  any  to  difplay,  will 
be  fure  to  difplay  it.  It  ferves  to 
fill  up,  and  agreeably  too,'  an  in- 
terval at  breakfaft,  or  a  gap  in 
convcrfation  ;  and  if  not  greatly 
inftruftive,  is  at  leaft  innocent  and 
amufing.  At  all  events,  as  it  has 
made  its  way  into  every  .falh  ion  able 
circle,  and  employed  even  Garrick, 
it  will  fcarcely  be  deemed  unworthy 
of  attention.  The  fillineiTes  in- 
deed that  have  appeared  in  the 
papers  under  this  title,  C.  FoxVon 
the  word  Penfion  alone  excepted, 
^re  not  only  deftitute  of  all  plea- 
iantry  in  the  dating,  but  are  formed 
in  general  of  words  utterly  unfit 
for  the  purpofe.  They  have  there- 
fore been  treated  with  the  contempt 
they  deferved.  In  trifles  of  this 
nature,  inaccuracy  is  without  ex- 
cufe.  Thofe,  therefore,  that  are 
BOW  prefented  for  your  infertion, 
are  at  Icaft  free  from  this  blemifti. 
Whether  they  are  at  all  pleafant 
or  ingenious,  let  your  readers  deter- 
mine. The  conceited  pedant  may 
wrinkle  his  front  at  their  appear- 
ance, but  the  man  of  real  learning 
knows  the  neceflity  of  fuch  relax- 
ations, and  will  readily  cry,  Vive 
la  Bagatelle  / 


CHARADE     I. 
The  removal  of  my  Second  for- 
merly Terved  to  introduce  my  Firjl, 
My    Whole  is    the    companion    of 
alhes.  Sack- cloth. 

II. 
My  Firft y  however  here  abufed, 
Defigns  the  Sex  alone  ; 
Iti  Cambria,  fuch  is  cuftom*s  power, 
'Tis  Jenkin,  John,  or  Joan. 

A-Iy  Second  oh  is  loudly  called. 
When  Men  prepare  to  fi-'  ic ; 
Its  name  delights  the  female  ear; 
Its  force — may  none  relili  it ! 

It  binds  the   weak,    it  binds  the 

llrong. 
The  wealthy  and  the  poor; 
Still  *tis  to  joy  a  palTport  deem'd. 
For  fully *d  Fame  a  cure. 

It  may  infure  an  age  of  blifs. 
Yet  miferies  oft  attend  it ; 
To  fingers,  ears,  and  nofes  too 
It,  various  lords  commend  it. 

My  Whole  may    chance  to  make 

one  drink, 
Tho*  vended  in  a  fifh-fliop ; 
'Tis  now  the  monarch  of  the  Seas, 
And  has  been  ah  Archbifliop. 

Her  ring* 
III. 
To  my  Firft  m^y  I  never  be  put ! 
On    my    Second   may    I    never  be 

fordidly  intent! 
My  Whole,    upon   my  modefty,    I 
never  will  fell.  Bar-gain, 

IV. 

My  Firft,  when  a  Frenchman  is 
learning  Engliih,  ferves  him  to 
fwear  by.  My  Second  U  ehhtr  \i^y 
or  corn.  My  Whole  is  the  delight 
of  the  prefent  age,  and  will  be  the 
admiration  of  pofterity.  Gar-rick 
•       My 
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V. 

My  Firp  is  plowed  for  various 
reafons,  and  grain  is  frequently 
buried  in  it  to  little  purpofe.  My 
Second  is  neither  riches  nor  ho- 
nours, yet  the  former  would  gene- 
rally be  given  for  it,  and  the  lat- 
ter is  often  taftelefs  without  it.  My 
Whole  applies  equally  to  Spring, 
Summer,  Autumn,  and  Winter; 
and  both  Fifli  and  Flelh,  Praife 
and  Cenfure,  Mirth,  and  Melan- 
choly, arc  the  better  for  being  in 
it.  Sea-/on. 

VI. . 

My  Firfl,  with  tlie  moft  rooted 
antipathy  to  a  Frenchman,  prides 
himfelf  whenever  they  meet,  upon 
flicking  clofe  to  his  jacket.  My 
Suond  has  many  virtue?,  nor  is  it 
its  leali  that  it  gives  name  to  my 
Firji.  My  Whole  may  I  never 
catch !  Tar-tar, 

VIL 

My  Firfi  is  one  of  England's 
prime  boafts  ;  it  rejoices  the  ear  of 
a  horfe,  and  anguiflies  the  toe  of  a 
man.  My  Second,  when  brick  is 
good,  when  ilone  better,  when 
njoooden  beft  of  all.  My  Whole  is 
famous  alike  for  rottennefs  and 
tin.  Corrt'iual/, 


viir. 

My  Firfi  is  called  bad  or  good. 
May  pleafure  or  offend  ye  ; 
My  Second,  in  a  thirily  mood. 
May  very  much  befriend  ye. 
My    Whole,    tho*  flil'd  a  "cruel 

word,'* 
May  yet  appear  a  kind  one ; 
It  often  may  with  joy  be  heard. 
With  tears  may  often  blind  one. 
Fare'<welL 
IX. 
My  Firjl  is  equally  friendly  to 
the  thief  and  the  lover,  the  toper 
and    the    ftudent        My  Second  is 
light's  oppofite ;  yet  they  are  fre- 
quently feen  hand  in  hand  ;   and 
their  union,  if  judicious,  gives  u$ 
much  pleafure.  My^W^  is  tempt- 
ing to  the  touch,  grateful  to  the 
fight,  fatal  to  the  tafte.  Nigbt-Jhade, 

X. 

My  Firft  has  been  called  the 
feat  of  honour ;  it  feems  to  rcfent 
fome  falutes  and  invite  others. 
My  Second  it  behoves  us  all  to  ap- 
pear in.  My  Whole  is  frequently- 
fought  for  by  the  baffled  projedlor, 
the  determined  vermin-killer,  and 
the  defperate  lover,         Ar/e-nick, 
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OT>^  for  tit  New  Year,  Jan.  i,  1776.     TTritten  hy  William 
Whitehead,  j?/^;  Poet  laureat. 


ON  the  white  rocks  which  guard  her  coaft^ 
Obfervant  of  the  parting  day, 
Whofe  orb  was  half  in  ocean  loft, 
ReclinM  Britannia  lay. 

Wide  o'er  the  watery  wafte 
A  penfive  look  fhe  caft, 
And  fcarce  could  check  the  rifing  figh, 
And  fcarce  could  flop  the  tear  which  trembled  in  her  eye. 

**  Sheathe,  fheathe  the  fword  which  thirfts  for  blood, 

(She  cried)  deceiv'd,  miiiaken  men  |  , 

Nor  let  your  parent,  o'er  the  flood 
Send  forth  her  voice  in  vain ! 
Alas !  no  tyrant  Ihe, 
She  courts  you  to  be  free : 
Submiflive  hear  her  foft  command. 
Nor  force  unwilling  vengeance  from  a  parent's  hand*'* 

Hear  her,  ye  wife,  to  duty  true. 

And  teach  the  reft  to  feel ; 
Nor  let  the  madnefs  of  a  few 

Diftrefs  the  public  weal ! 
So  ftiall  the  opening  year  afTume, 
Time's  fair  child,  a  happier  bloom  ; 
The  white  winged  hours  (hall  lightly  move. 

The  fun  with  added  luftre  fhine ; 
♦*  To  err  is  human,"  let  us  prove  • 

**  Forgivenefs  is  divine  ! " 


O  D  fi 
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ODE/or  t&e  Ki  K  g's   B  i  r  t  h-d  a  y,  June  4,  1776 ;  uvriuen  Ij 
William  Whitehead,  £/f;  Poet  Laureat, 


yjE  weftern  gales,  whofe  genial  breath 
^      Unbinds  the  glebe,  till  all  beneath 

One  verdant  livery  wears : 
You  foothe  the  fultry  heats  of  noon^ 
Add  foftnefs  to  the  fetting  fun. 

And  dry  the  morning's  tears. 

This  is  your  feafon,  lovely  gales. 
Thro*  zBther  now  your  power  prevails  ; 
And  our  dilated  breafts  (hall  own 
The  joys  which  flow  from  you  alone. 

Why,  therefore,  in  yon  dubious  Iky, 
With  out  fpread  wing,  and  eager  eye. 

On  diitant  fcenes  intent, 
**  Sits  expecSlation  in  the  air"— — 
Why  do  alternate  hope  and  fear 

Sufpend  fome  great  event? 

Can  Britain  fail  ? — The  thought  were  vain ! 
The  powerful  emprefs  of  the  main 
But  drives  to  fmooth  th'  unruly  Hood, 
And  dreads  a  conquell  itain'd  with  blood. 

While  yet,  ye  winds,  your  breezy  balm 
Thro*  nature  fpreads  a  general  calm. 
While  yet  a  paufe  fell  difcord  knows; 
Catch  the  fofc  moment  of  repofe. 

Your  genuine  powers  exert ; 
To  pity  melt  the  obdurate  mind. 
Teach  every  bofom  to  be  kind. 

And  humanize  the  heart. 

propitious  gales  O  wing  your  wAay ! 
And  wh  le  we  hail  that  rightful  fway 

Whence  temper'd  freedom  'prings, 
The     IWs  we  feel  to  future  times 
Extend,  and  from  your  nativ    tlimes 

Kring  peace  upon  your  wiog6 1— 


ARISTOTLE'* 
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ARISTCTLE»8    HYMN    to    VIRTUE,    /»    Memory 
of  H  E  R  M I  A  S. 

Tranjlated from  the  Greek,     Bj  Dr.  B  u  r  n  e  y. 

"y  I  R  T  U  E  !  thou  fource  of  pure  delight, 
^      Whofe  rugged  mien  can  ne*cr  affright 

The  man  with  courage  fir'd  ; 
For  thee  the  fons  of  Greece  have  run 
To  certain  ills,  which  others  fliun. 
And  glorioufly  expir*d. 

Whene'er  thy  facred  feeds  take  root, 
.  Immortal  are  the  flow'rs  and  fruit. 

Unfading  are  the  leaves  ; 
-Dearer  than  fmiles  of  parent  kind. 
Or  balmy  fleep,  or  gold  refin*d. 

The  joys  thy  triumph  gives.  » 

For  thee  the  twins  of  mighty  Jove, 
For  thee  divine  Alcides  ftrovc. 

From  Vice  the  world  to  free  ; 
For  thee  Achilles  quits  the  light. 
And  Ajax  plunges  into  night. 

Eternal  night  for  thee. 

Hcrmias,  the  darling  of  mankind. 
Shall  leave  a  deathlefs  name  behind. 

For  thee  untimely  flain  ; 
As  long  as  Love's  bright  altars  blaze. 
His  worth  Ihall  furnilh  grateful  praife 

To  all  the  Mufes  train 


AMERICA. 

Addrejfed  to  the  Re<o.  Bean  Tuck  e  r. 

^aid  to  be  ^written  hj   Soame    Jenyns,  E/q. 

/^ROWN'D  be  the  man  with  lading  praife, 
^  Who  iirft  contriv'd  the  pin 
To  ioofe  mad  horfes  frjom  the  chaife. 
And  fave  the  necka  within. 

2  Sc« 
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See  how  they  prance,  and  bound,  and  ficip. 

And  all  controul  difdain  ! 
They  bid  defiance  to  the  whip. 

And  tear  the  iilken  rein. 

Awhile  we  try  If  art  or  ftrength 

Are  able  to  prevail  ; 
But,  hopelefs,  when  we  find  at  length. 

That  all  our  efforts  fail. 

With  ready  foot  the  fpring  we  prefs. 

Out  jumps  the  magic  plug. 
Then,  difengag'd  from  all  diftrefs. 

We  fit  quite  fafe  and  fnug. 

The  pamper'd  fteeds,  their  freedom  gain*d. 

Run  off  full  fpeed  together  ; 
But,  having  no  plan  afcertain'd. 

They  run  they  know  not  whither. 

Boys,  who  love  mifchief  and  a  courfe. 

Enjoying  the  difafter. 
Bawl,  flop  'em  !  ilop  'em  !  till  they're  hoarfe. 

But  mean  to  drive  them  falter. 

Each,  claiming  now  his  nat'ral  right. 

Scorns  to  obey  his  brother  ; 
So  they  proceed  to  kick  and  bite. 

And  worry  one  another. 

Hungry  at  lad,  and  blind,  and  lame. 

Bleeding  at  nofe  and  eyes : 
By  fuff*rings  grown  extremely  tame. 

And  by  experience  wife. 

With  bellies  full  of  liberty. 

But  void  of  oats  and  hay, 
They  both  fneak  back,  their  folly  fee. 

And  run  no  more  away. 

Let  all  who  view  th'  inftruftive  fccne. 

And  patronize  the  plan. 
Give  thanks  to  Glo'rter's  honeft  Dean, 

For,  TucKERp  thoa'rt  the  man  ! 


PiSare 
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PiSure  of  the  domejlic  Life  and  Manners  tf  the  Antient  Knights ;  being 
the  Opening  of  a  moji  ingenious  elegant  Poem,  entitled ^  Sir  Eldreb 
of  the  Bower,  a  Legendary  Tale,  by  Mifs  Hannah  Moore. 

THERE  was  a  youngs  and  valiant  Knight, 
Sir  Eld  RED  was  his  name. 
And  never  did  a  worthier  wight 

The  rank  of  knighthood  claim. 

Where  gliding  Toy  her  ftream  fends  forth^ 

To  crown  the  neighbouring  wood. 
The  antient  glory  of  the  North, 

Sir  Eldred's  caftle  Hood. 

The  youth  was  rich  as  youth  might  be 

In  patrimonial  dower  ; 
And  many  a  noble  feat  had  he 

Atchiev'd,  in  hall,  and  bower. 

He  did  not  think,  as  {otnt  have  thought. 

Whom  honour  never  crown'd. 
The  fame  a  father  dearly  bought, 

Cou'd  make  the  fon  renown *d. 

He  better  thought,  a  noble  fire. 

Who  gallant  deeds  had  done. 
To  deeds  of  hardihood  Ihou'd  fire 

A  brave  and  gallant  fon. 

The  faireft  anceftry  on  earth 

Without  defert  is  poor  : 
And  every  deed  of  lofty  worth 

Is  but  a  tax  for  more. 

Sir  Eldred's  heart  was  good  and  kind. 

Alive  to  Pity's  call ; 
A  croud  of  virtues  grac*d  his  mind. 

He  lov'd,  and  felt  for  all. 

When  merit  rais'd  the  fufFerer's  name. 

He  doubly  ferv'd  him  then  ; 
And  thofe  who  c«u'd  not  prove  that  daim^ 

He  thought  they  ftill  were  men. 

But  facred  truth  the  Mufe  compels 

His  errors  to  impart; 
And  yet  the  Mufe,  reludlant,  tellf 

yhe  fault  of  Eldred's  heart.  ^ 
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Tho'  kind  and  gentle  as  the  dove,  ^ 

As  free  from  guile  and  art. 
And  mild,  and  foft  as  infant- Iove» 

The  feelings  of  his  heart ; 

Yet  if  dlftruft  his  thoughts  engage. 

Or  jealoufy  infpires. 
His  bofom  wild  and  boundlefs  rage 

Inflames  with  all  its  Bres  : 

Not  Thule's  waves  fo  wifdiy  break 

To  drown  the  northern  (hore  ; 
Not  Etna's  entrails  fiercer  Ihake, 

Or  Scythia's  tempefts  roar. 

As  when  in  fummer*s  fweeteft  day. 

To  fan  the  fragrant  morn. 
The  fighing  breezes  foftly  ftray 

0*er  fields  of  ripen'd  corn  j 

Sudden  the  lightning's  blaft  deicends. 

Deforms  the  ravagM  fields ; 
At  once  the  various  ruin  blends. 

And  all  refiftlefs  yields. 

But  when,  to  clear  hie  ftormy  breaft. 

The  fun  of  reafon  Ihone, 
And  ebbing  pailions  funk  to  reft. 

And  ihew'd  what  rage  had  done  : 

O  then  what  angui(h  he  betray'd  1 

His  fhame  how  deep,  how  true  ! 
He  viewM  the  wafte  his  rage  had  made^ 

And  (hudderM  at  the  view. 

The  meek-ey'd  dawn,  in  fafFron  robe, 

Proclaim'd  the  opening  day  ; 
Up  rofe  the  fun  to  gild  the  glooc. 

And  hail  the  new-born  May  ; 

The  birds  their  amorous  notes  repeat. 

And  glad  the  vernal  grove. 
Their  feather'd  partners  fondly  greet 

With  many  a  fong  of  love ; 

When  pious  Bldred  walk'd  abroad 

His  morning  vows  to  pay. 
And  hail  the  univerfal  Lord 

Who  gave  the  goodly  day, 

Tkat 
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That  done — he  left  his  woodland  glade. 

And  journey*d  far  away ; 
He  lov*d  to  court  the  ftranger  Ihade, 

And  thro'  the  lone  vale  flray. 

Within  the  bofom  of  a  wood. 

By  circling  hills  embrac'd, 
A  little,  modeft,  manfion  flood. 

Built  by  the  hand  of  Tafle. 

While  many  a  prouder  caftle  fell. 

This,  fafely  did  endure  ; 
The  houfe  where  guardian  virtues  dwell 

Is  facred  and  fecure. 

Of  Eglantine  an  humble  fence 

Around  the  manfion  ftood. 
Which  charm'datonce  the  ravifli'd  fenfe, 
'  And  fcreen'd  an  infant  wood. 

The  wood  receiv'd  an  added  grace. 

As  pleas'd  it  bent  to  look. 
And  viewed  its  ever  verdant  face 
Refledled  in  a  brook. 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  ftream  <Jic!  well 

The  mailer's  fortunes  ffiew  5 
But  little  ftreams  may  ferve  to  tell 

From  what  a  fource  they  flow. 

This  manfion  own*d  an  aged  Knight, 

And  fuch  a  man  was  he ; 
As  Heav'n  juftlhews  to  human  fight. 

To  tell  what  man  fhou'd  be. 

His  youth  in  many  a  well-fought  field 

Was  trainM  betimes  to  war  ; 
His  bofom,  like  a  well-worn  fhield. 

Was  grac'd  with  many  a  fear. 

The  vigour  of  a  green  old  age 
His  reverend  form  did  bear  ; 
^  And  yet,  alas  !  the  warrior-fage 

Had  drain'd  the  dregs  of  care  : 

And  forrow  more  than  age  can  break. 

And  wound  its  haplefs  prey  ; 
'Twas  forrow  furrow 'd  his  firm  cheek  ; 

And  curn'd  his  bright  locks  grey. 


o« 
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One  darling  Daughter  footh'd  his  cares* 

A  young  and  beauteous  dame ; 
Sole  comforts  of  his  failing  years. 

And  Birth  A  was  her  name* 

Her  heart  i  little  facred  fhrlne. 

Where  all  the  Virtues  meet; 
Aid  holy  Hope,  and  Faith  divine. 

Had  claim'd  ic  for  their  feat. 

She  rear'd  a  fair  and  fragrant  bower 

Of  wild  and  ruftic  tatte. 
And  there  fhe  fcreenM  each  fav*ritc  flovrct 

From  every  ruder  blafl. 

And  not  a  (hrub  or  plant  was  there 

But  did  fome  moral  yield  ; 
For  wifdom,  with  a  father's  care. 

Was  found  in  every  field. 

Tift  Death  c/*Alico,  an  African    Slave,  condemned  for  ReBellion^  U 
Jamaica,  1762,    By  Bryant  Edwards,  E/q.  of  Jamaica. 

I. 

♦'T^  I S  pad  :— Ah !  calm  thy  *  cares  to  reft  ! 

X        Firm  and  unmov'd  am  I :— ■ 
In  Freedom's  caufe  I  barM  my  bread 

In  Freedom's  caufe  I  die. 

ir. 

Ah  (lop  !    thou  doll  me  fatal  wrong  :     '"  '■ 

Nature  will  yet  rebel ; 
For  I  have  lov'd  thee  very  long. 

And  lov'd  thee  very  well. 

III. 

To  native  (kies  and  peaceful  bow'rs 

I  foon  ihall  wing  my  way. 
Where  joy  fhalliead  the  circling  hoursj 

Unlefs  too  long  thy  ttay. 

IV. 

O  fpeed,  fair  fun  !  thy  courfe- divine  j 

My  Abala  remove;  — 
There  thy  bright  beams  (hall  ever  (hine. 

And  I  for  ever  love  I 

*  He  is  fuppofed  to  addrefs  his  wife  at  the  place  of  execution^ 
Vol.  XIX.  P  O4 
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V. 

On  thofe  bled  fliores — a  Slave  no  more  t 

In  peaceful  cafe  1*11  llray  ; 
Or  rou(e  to  chafe  the  mountain  boar, 

As  unconfin'd  as  day  ! 

VI. 

No  Chriftian  Tyrant  there  is  known 

To  mark  his  fteps  with  blood. 
Nor  fable  Mis'ry's  piercing  moan 

Refounds  thro*  ev*ry  wood  ! 

VII. 

Vet  have  I  heard  the  melting  tongue. 

Have  feen  the  falling  tear ; 
Known  the  good  heart  by  pity  wrung. 

Ah !  that  fuch  hearts  are  rare ! 

,  VIII. 

Now,  Chriftian,  glut  thy  raviftiM  eyes 

—I  reach  the  joyful  hour  ; 
Now  bid  the  fcorching  flames  arife. 

And  thefe  poor  limbs  devour  ; 

IX. 

But  know,  pale  Tyrant,  'tis  not  thine 

Eternal  war  to  wage; 
The  death  thou  giv'lt  (hall  but  combine 

To  mock  thy  baffled  rage. 


O  Death,  how  welcome  to  th*  opprcft ! 

Thy  kind  embrace  I  crave  ; 
Thou  bring*ll  to  Misery's  bofom  Reil, 

And  Freedom  to  the  Slave  ! 


ODE.    To  Mifs  •*•••». 
By  the  Same. 

O  CLEAR  that  cruel  doubting  brow! 
—1*11  call  on  mighty  Jove 
lo  witnefs  this  eternal  vowi— 
'Tis  you  alone  I  love ! 


'O  leave 
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«  O  leave  the  God  to  foft  repofe,* 
^The  fmiling  Maid  replies) 

•  For  Jove  but  laughs  at  lovers  oaths> 
•  And  lovers  perjuries.* 

By  honour*d  Beauty's  gentle  pow'r  ) 
By  Friendship's  holy  flame  ;-^-~ 

*  Ah  !  what  is  beiuty  but  a  flow*r, 

'  And  Friendship  but  a  name  !*  * 

By  thofe  dear  tempting  lips,  I  cried  ;-• 

— With  arch  ambiguous  look 
Convinced,  my  C  loe  glanc'd  afidc. 

And  bade  me  kifi  the  book. 

BRTSTOWE  TRAGEDIE:  Or,  The  Dethe  of  Syr  Charles 
£AvrDiN.  From  Poems  /ufpofed  to  have  been  nvrittlin  at  ^T\i\o\t  by 
Thom  .5  Rowley,  and  others,  in  the  Fifteenth  Century  See  an  Ar- 
ticle among  our  Antiquities  for  this  Tear,  particularly  p.  I59,  and 
another  Ptem  entitled  Song  to  JEllA,  /»  our  loft  TearU  Poetry,  afcrihed 
to  the  abo've  Thomas  Rowlev. 

THE  fcatherd  fongftcr  chaunticleer 
Han  woande  hys  bugle  horne 
And  tolde  the  earlie  villager 
The  commynge  of  the  morne  t 

Kyngc  Edwarde  fawe  the  ruddie  Hreakes  jj 

Of  lyghte  eclypfe  the  greie  ; 
And  herde  the  raven's  crockynge  throte 

Proclayme  the  fated  daie. 

•'  Thou'art  ryght,"  quod  hee,  "  for,  by  the  Goddc 

"  That  fyttes  enthron'd  on  hyghe  !  I# 

**  Charles  Bawdin,  and  hys  fellowes  twaine> 
"  To-daie  ihali  furelie  die.'* 

Thenne  wythe  a  jugge  of  happy  ale 

Hys  Knyghtes  dydd  onne  h\  mm  waite  ; 
**  Goe  tell  the  traytour,  thatt  to-daie  l^ 

•*  Hee  leaves  thys  mortall  Hate." 

Syr  Canterlone  thenne  bendedd  lowe*  ^ 

Wythe  harte  brymm  fulle  of  woe  { 
He  journey'd  to  the  caftle-gate. 

And  to  Syr  Charles  dydd  goe»  iio 

Butt  whenne  hee  came,  hys  children  twiine^ 

And  eke  hys  lovynge  wyfe, 
Wythe  brinie  tears  dydd  wett  the  floore, 

jFor  goodc  Syr  Charlefes  lyfe. 

P  2  •*  Ogoode 
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«•  O  goode  Syr  Charles  '.**  fayd  Canterlone,  25 

<*  Baddc  tydyngs  I  doe  brynge,'* 
«*  Speke  boldlie,  manne,"  fayd  brave  Syr  Charles. 

«*  Whattc  fays  thie  traytor  kynge  ?'* 

**  I  greeve  to  telle,  before  yonne  Tonne 

'*  Does  from  me  the  welkinn  flye,  ^^ 

/*  He  hath  uponne  hys  honour  fworne, 

•*  Thatt  thou  (halt  furclic  die." 

•<  Wee  all  muft  die,"  quod  brave  Syr  Charles; 

•*   Of  thatie  I'm  not  affeard^  ; 
**  Whatte  bootes  to  lyve  a  little  fpace?  jr 

**  Thanke  Jesu,  I'm  prepar'd. : 

**  But  telle  thye  kynge,  for  myne  hee's  no^ 

'*  I'de  fooner  die  to-daie 
*«  Thanne  lyve  hys  flave,  as  manie  are, 

"  Tho'  I  flioulde  lyve  for  aic."  4# 

Thenne  Canterlone  hee  dydd  goe  out. 

To  telle  the  maior  ftraite 
To  gett  all  thynges  ynne  reddynefs 

For  goode  Syr  Charlefes  fate. 

Thenne  Maifterr  Canynge  faughte  the  kyngt,  4^ 

And  felle  down  oone  hys  knee  ; 
**  I'm  come,"  quod  hee,  *'  unto  your  grace 

•*  To  move  your  clemencye." 

Thenne  quod  the  kynge,  "  Youre  tale  fpeke  out, 

**  You  have  been  much  oure  friende;  5« 

«*  Whatever  youre  requeft  may  bee, 
**  Wee  wylle  tq  ytte  attendc." 

««  My  nobile  leige!  alle  my  requeft 

*•   Ys  for  a  nobile  knyghte, 
*'  Who,  t'no'  may  hap  hee  has  donne  wronge,  jj 

"  Hee  thoghte  ytte  ftylle  was  ryghte : 

**  Hee  has  a  fpoufe  and  children  twainc, 

*♦   Alle  rewyn'd  are  for  aie  ; 
^'  Yff  thatt  you  are  refolv'd  to  lett 

•*  Charles  Bawdin  die  to-daie."  6* 

«*  Speke  nott  of  fuch  a  traytour  vile,** 

Tfce  kynge  ynne  furie  fayde  ; 
**  Before  the  evening  ftarre  doth  (heenc, 

"  Bawdin  ihail  ioofe  hys  hedde  : 


^'  Juftlcti 
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"  Jufticc  does  loudlic  for  hym  callc,  65 

«*   And  hee  (halle  have  hys  meedc: 
"  Speke,  Maifter  Canynge  '.  Whatte  thyngc  elfc 

•*  Au  prefenc  doc  you  necde  f " 

•'  My  nobile  leige  !  "  goode  Canynge  fayde, 

**   Leave  jullice  to  our  Godde,  7* 

*'  And  laye  the  yronne  rule  afyde; 
"  Be  thyne  the  olyve  rodde. 

«*  Was  Godde  to  f-rche  our  hertes  and  reinci, 

•*  The  bed  were  fynners  grete  ; 
'*  Christ's  vycarr  only  knowes  ne  fynne,  75 

"  Ynne  alle  thys  mortall  (late. 

«*  Lett  mercie  rule  thyne  infante  reignc, 

••  *TwyUe  fafte  thye  crowne  fulle  furc ; 
*'  From  race  to  race  thy  familie 

■*  Alle  fov'reigns  Ihall  endure:  tc 

•*  Butt  yfF  wythe  bloode  and  flaughtcr  thoa 

'*  Beginne  thy  infante  reigne, 
••   Thy  crowne  uponne  thy  childrennes  browi 

**  Wylle  never  longe  remayne.'* 

**  Canynge,  awaie  !  this  traytour  vile  $5 

**   Has  fcorn'd  my  power  and  mee  ; 
**  Howe  canft  thou  thenne  for  fuch  a  manne 

**  Intreate  my  clemencye  ?'* 

"  My  nobile  leige !  the  irulie  brave 

**  Wylle  val'rous  actions  prize,  ^O 

•*  Refpeft  a  brave  and  nobile  mynde^ 

**  Aliho'  ynne  enemies." 

**  Canynge,  awaie  !  By  Godde  ynne  Heav'n, 

*«  Thatt  dydd  mee  beinge  gyve, 
"  I  wylle  nott  tafte  a  bitt  of  breade  95 

♦•  Whilft  thys  Syr  Charles  dothe  lyve. 

*'  By  Marie,  and  all  Seinftes  ynne  Hcav*n, 

"  This  funne  fhall  be  his  lafte." 
Thenne  Canynge  dropt  a  brinic  teare. 

And  from  the  prefence  pafte.  10^ 

Wyth  herte  brymra-fulle  of  gnawynge  grief, 

Hee  to  Syr  Charles  dydd  goe. 
And  fatt  hymm  down  uponne  a  (loole. 

And  teares  beganne  to  Howe. 
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*'  Wee  all  muft  die,"  quod  brave  Syr  Charles ;  io| 

*'  Whatte  bootes  ytte  howe  or  whenne  } 
**  Dethe  ys  the  lure,  the  cercaine  fate 

*'  Of  all  wee  mortali  menne. 

"  Saye  why,  my  friend,  thie  honeft  foul 

'*  Runns  overr  att  thyne  eye;  II9 

**  Is  ytte  for  my  mod  welcome  doome 

"  Thatt  thou  dolt  child-lyke  crye  f" 

Quod  godlie  Canynge,  "  I  doe  weepe, 

**  Thatt  thou  foe  foone  muft  dye, 
*^  And  leave  thy  fonnes  and  helpiefs  wyfe ;  H5 

*•  'Tys  thys  thatt  wettes  myne  eye.'* 

*'  Thenne  drie  the  tears  thatt  put  thyne  eya 

*•  From  godlie  fountaines  fprynge; 
"  Dethe  I  defpife,  and  alle  the  power 

**  Of  Edwarde,  traytor  kynge,  120 

♦'  Whan  throgh  the  tyrant's  welcom  means 

♦'  I  ihall  refjgne  my  lyfe, 
♦•  The  Godde  1  krve  wyile  foone  provyde 

*'  For  bothe  mye  fonnes  and  wyfe. 

**  Before  I  fawe  the  lyghtfome  funne,  I2<j 

••  Thys  was  appointed  mee  ; 
''  Shall  mortall  manne  repyne  or  grudge 

•'  Whatt  Godde  ordeynes  toTaee? 

<«  Howe  oft  ynne  battaile  have  I  ftoode, 

**  Whan  thoufands  dy'd  arouiide  ;  1^0 

♦*  Whan  fmokynge  llreemes  of  crimfon  bloode 

•*  Imbrevv'd  the  fattened  grounde: 

«'  Howe  dydd  I  knowe  that  ev'ry  darte, 

«*  Thatt  cutte  the  airie  waie, 
ff  Myghte  nott  fy nde  paffage  toe  my  harte,  I3_5 

**  And  clofe  myne  eyes  for  aie  ? 

*•  And  (hall  I  novve,  forr  feere  of  dethe, 

•*  Looke  wanne  and  bee  dyfmayde  ? 
"  Ne!  fromm  my  her^e  flie  childylhe  feere, 

♦*  Bee  alle  the  manne  difplay'd.  I4Q 

^»  Ah,  goddelyke  Henrie  !  Godde  forefend^ 

•*  And  guarde  thee  and  thye  fonne, 
ff  YfF  'tis  hys  wylle  ;  but  yfF  'tis  nott, 

♦^  Why  thenne  hys  wylle  bee  donne. 
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^»  My  honeft  friende,  my  faulte  has  beene  145 

**  To  ferve  Godde  and  mye  prynce; 
"  And  thatt  I  no  tyme-ferver  am, 

**  My  deche  wylle  foone  convyncc. 

"  Ynne  Londonne  citye  was  I  borne« 

*<  Of  parents  of  grete  note:  I50 

**  My  fadre  dydd  a  nobile  armes 

**  Emblazon  onne  hys  coce : 

*»  I  make  ne  doubte  butt  hce  ys  gone  i 

**  Where  foone  I  hope  to  goe  ; 
*«  Where  wee  for  ever  Ihall  bee  bleft,  155 

••  From  oute  the  reech  of  woe  : 

*<  Hee  taughte  me  juftice  and  the  laws 

**  Wyth  pity  to  unite  ; 
**  And  eke  hee  taughte  mee  howe  to  knowe 

•*  The  wronge  caufe  fromm  the  ryghte:  160 

"  Hee  taughte  mee  wythe  a  prudent  hande 

"  To  feede  the  hungrie  poore, 
**  Ne  lett  mye  farvants  dryve  awaie 

*«  The  hungrie  frommc  my  doore  ; 

**  And  none  can  faye,  but  alle  my  lyfe 

"  I  have  hys  wordyes  kept ;  l6c 

«*  And  fumm'd  the  aftyonns  of  the  dale 

**  Eche  nyghtc  before  I  flept. 

*'  I  have  a  fpoufe,  goe  afk  of  her, 

«'  YfF  I  defyl'd  her  bedde  ?  170 

*'  I  have  a  kynge,  and  none  can  laie 

'*  Blacke  treafon  onne  my  hedde. 

*«  Ynne  Lent,  and  onne  the  holie  eve, 

**   Fromm  flefhe  I  dydd  refrayne  ; 
*•  Whie  (hould  I  thenne  appeare  difmayM  lyr 

*•  To  leave  thys  worlde  of  payne  ? 

"  Ne  !  haplefs  Henrie  !  I  rejoyce, 

«*  I  (halle  ne  fee  thye  dethe  ; 
««  Mofte  willynglie  ynne  thye  juft  caufe 
c.   **  Doe  I  refign  my  brethe.  lgo 

.  "  Oh,  fickle  people  !  rewyn*d  londe ! 
**  Thou  wylt  kenne  peace  ne  moe  ; 
••  Whyle  Richard's  fonnes  exalt  themfelves, 
*•  Thye  brookes  wyihe  bloude  wylle  flowc* 
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"  Saie,  were  ye  tyr'd  of  godlie  peace,  185 

•*  And  godlie  Henrie*s  reigne, 
"  Thatt  you  dydd  choppe  youre  eafie  dales 

••  For  thofe  of  bloude  and  peyne  i 

•'  Whatte  tho'  I  onne  a  fledde  be  drawne, 

••  And  mangled  by  a  hynde,  109 

♦*  I  doe  defye  the  traytour*s  pow'r, 

•*  Hee  can  ne  harm  my  my nde  ; 

*'  Whatte  iho*  uphoiftcd  onne  a  pole, 

**  My  lymbes  fhall  rotte  ynne  ayre, 
•'  And  ne  ryche  monument  of  brafle  |o^ 

♦•  Charles  Bawdin's  name  ftiall  bear  ; 

'•  Yett  ynne  the  holle  booke  above, 

**  Whyche  tyme  can't  cate  awaie, 
**  There  wythe  the  farvants  of  the  Lorde 

•*  Mye  name  fhall  lyve  for  aie.  g(oci 

**  Thcnne  welcome  dethe  !  for  lyfe  eterne 

•*  I  leave  ihys  mortall  lyfe  ; 
♦*  Farewell,  vayne  worlde,  and  alle  that's  deare^ 

••  Mye  Tonnes  and  lovynge  wyfe ! 

**  Nowe  dethe  as  welcome  to  mee  comes,  205 

«'  As  e'er  the  moneth  of  Maie ; 
^'  Nor  woulde  I  even  wyftie  to  lyve, 

•'  Wyth  my  dere  wyfe  to  ftaie." 

Quod  Canynge,  **  *Tis  a  goodlie  thynge 

"  To  bee  prepared  to  die  ;  2I« 

f*  And  from  thys  vvorld  of  peyne  and  grefs 

<<  To  Godde  ynne  Heav'n  to  Hie." 

And  nowe  the  bell  beganne  to  tolle. 

And  claryonnes  to  loundc  ;  ' 
^yr  Charles  hee  herde  the  horfes  feetc  2|| 

A  prauncyng  onne  the  grounde  ; 

Arid  juft  before  the  officers. 

His  lovynge  wyfe  came  ynne, 
\Veepynge  unfeigned  tecres  of  woe, 

Wythe  loude  and  dyfmalle  dynne»  22# 


A 


♦'  Sweete  Florence  !  nowe  I  praic  forbcrCji 

*♦  Ynne  quiet  lert  mee  aie  ; 
♦*  Praie  Godde,  thatt  €v?ry  Chriftian  foijlc 

f  ^  M^/e  loQk&  (wue  jdethc  ^s  I. 


•<  Swect«   ^ 
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<*  Swccte  Florence  !  why  tbcfe  brinie  tcercif  225 

"  Theye  walhe  my  foule  awaie, 
«'  And  aimoft  make  mee  wyQie  for  lyfc, 

**  Wyth  thee,  (weete  dame,  to  ftaie. 

»*  'Tys  but  a  journie  I  (halle  goe 

•*  Untoe  the  lande  of  blyfle  ;  2<3# 

*'  Nowe,  as  a  proofe  of  hu(bande*s  love, 

«'  Receive  thys  holie  kyffe." 

Thcnne  Florence,  fault'ring  ynne  her  faie« 

Tremblynge  thefe  wordyes  fpoke, 
"  Ah,  crude  Edwarde  !  bloudie  kynge  I  jjj 

**  My  herte  ys  welle  nyghe  broke; 

*'  Ah,  Aveete  Syr  Charles !  why  wylt  thou  go^ 

•*  Wythoute  thye  lovynge  wyfe  ? 
**  The  cruelle  axe  thatt  cuttes  thye  necke, 

•'  Ytte  eke  (hall  ende  mye  lyfc."  24m 

And  nowe  the  officers  came  ynne 

To  brynge  Sir  Charles  awaie, 
Whoe  turnedd  toe  hys  lovynge  wyfe. 

And  thus  toe  her  dydd  faie: 

**  I  go  to  lyfe,  and  nott  to  dcthe;  24.* 

**    Trufte  thou  ynne  Godde  above, 
•'  And  teache  thye  Tonnes  to  feare  the  Lorde, 

"  And  ynne  theyre  hertes  hym  love : 

<*  Teache  them  to  runne  the  nobile  race 

«*  Thatt  I  theyre  fader  runne  :  2C^ 

**  Florence  !  (hou*d  dethe  thee  take adieu  !  - 

•*  Yce  officers,  leade  onne." 

Then  Florence  rav'd  as  anie  madde. 

And  dydd  her  treffes  tere  ; 
*'  Oh  !  ftaie,  mye  hu(bande  !  lorde  !  and  lyfe  !  **—  2C^ 

Syr  Charles  thenne  dropt  a  teare. 

'Tyll  tyredd  out  wythe  ravynge  loud, 

Shee  fellen  onne  the  flore ; 
Syr  Charles  exerted  alle  hys  myghte. 

And  march'd  fromm  oute  the  dore.  054 

Uponne  a  fledde  hee  mounted  thenne, 

Wythe  lookes  fuUe  brave  and  fwete  ; 
XiOokes,  thatt  enlhone  ne  moe  concero 

Thanne  anie  ynne  the  ftrete, 

#  Before 
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Before  hym  went  the  council-menne,  26c 

Ynne  Icarlett  robes  and  golde,  ' 

And  taffils  fpanglynge  ynne  the  funne, 

Muche  glorious  to  beholde : 

The  Freers  of  Seinde  Auguftync  next 
,  Appeared  to  the  fyghte,  270 

Alle  cladd  ynne  homelie  ruffett  weedes. 
Of  godlie  monkyfli  plyghte  : 

Ynne  diffraunt  partes  a  godlie  pfaume 

Mofte  fweetlie  theye  dydd  chaunt ; 
Behynde  theyre  backes  (yx  mynftrelles  came>  275 

Who  tunM  the  flrunge  bataunt. 

Thenne  fyve-and  twentye  archers  came  ; 

Echone  the  bowe  dydd  bende. 
From  refcue  of  kynge  Henries  friends 
.    Syr  Charles  forr  to  defend.  280 

Bolde  as  a  lyon  came  Syr  Charles, 

Drawne  onne  a  clothe-layde  fledde. 
Bye  two  blacke  Itedes  ynne  trappy nges  white, 

Wyth  plumes  uponne  theyre  hedde  : 

Behynde  hym  fyve-and-twenty  moe  285 

Of  archers  ftronge  and  ftoute, 
Wythe  bended  bowe  echone  ynne  hand«. 

Marched  ynne  goodlie  route  ; 

Seinfte  Jamefes  Freers  marched  next, 

^  Echone  hys  parte  dydd  chaunt;  290 

Sehynde  theyre  backes  fyx  mynilrelles  came. 
Who  tun'd  the  ftrunge  bataunt : 

Thenne  came  the  maior  and  eldermenne, 

Ynne  clothe  of  fcarlett  deck't ; 
And  theyrg  attending  menne  echone,  295 

'   Lyke  Eafterne  pTinces  trick*t  - 

And  after  them  a  multitude 

Of  citizenns  dydd  thronge; 
The  wyndowes  were  alle  fulle  of  heddes^ 

As  hee  dydd  paffe  alonge.  .  300 

And  whenne  hee  came  to  the  hyghe  croiTe, 

Syr  Charles  dydd  turne  and  faie, 
«'  6  Thou,  thatt  faveft  manne  fromme  fynne, 

•*  Walhe  mye  foule  clean  thys  daie  I'* 

•Alt 
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Att  the  grete  mynfterr  wyndowc  fat  305 

The  kvnge  ynne  myckle  Hate, 
To  fee  Charles  Bawdin  goe  alonge 

To  hys  moll  welcom  fate. 

Soone  as  the  fledde  drewe  nyghe  enowe, 

Thatt  Edwarde  hee  myghte  heare,  4i# 

The  brave  Syr  Charles  hee  did  ftand  uppe. 

And  thus  hys  wordes  declare  : 

**  Thou  feeft  mee,  Edwarde !  traytour  vile ! 

"  Expos'd  to  infamie  ; 
♦*  JButc  be  affur*d,  difloyall  manne,  ^15 

•*  I'm  greater  nowe  thanne  thee. 

"  Bye  foule  proceedyngs,  mardre,  bloude, 

"   Thou  weareft  nowe  a  crownej 
'*  And  haft  aopointed  mee  to  dye 

'*  Bye  power  nott  ihync  owne.  ^2© 

"  Thou  thynkpft  I  (hall  dye  to-daie; 

**  I  have  beenc  dede  'till  nowe, 
*•  And  foone  Ihall  lyve  to  weare  a  crowne 

•*  For  aie  uponne  my  browe : 


325 


33» 


^*  Whylft  thou,  perhaps,  for  fom  few  yearcs, 

*'  Shalt  rule  thys  fickle  lande, 
**  To  lett  them  knowe  howe  wyde  the  rule 

'*  'Twixt  kynge  and  tyrant  hande  : 

*«  ,Thye  pow'r  unjuft,  thou  traytour  Have ! 

'*  Shall  falle  onne  thye  owne  hedde" 
Fromm  out  of  hearyng  of  the  kynge 

Departed  thenne  the  fledde. 

Kynge  Edwarde*s  fouIc  rofh'd  to  hys  face, 

Hee  turn'd  hys  hedde  awaie, 
Apd  to  hys  broder  Glouceikr  a«^ 

H?e  thus  dydd  fpeke  and  faie: 

**  To  hym  that  foe-much- dreaded  delhc 

*«  Ne  ghaftlie  terrors  brynge, 
<•  Beholde  the  manne !  hee  fpake  the  truthe, 

'*  Hee*s  greater  thanne  a  kynge  !"  j^O 

^*  See  lett  hym  dje!"  Duke  Richarde  fayde; 

"   And  maye  echone  oure  foes 
•*  Bende  downe  theyre  neckes  to  bloudic  axc, 

•*  And  fecde  the  carryon  crowes." 


Aad 
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And  now©  the  horfes  gentlic  drew©  345 

Syr  Charles  uppc  the  hyghe  hylle; 
Th6  axe  dydd  glyfterr  ynne  the  funne, 

Hys  precious  bloudc  to  fpylle. 

Syr  Charles  dydd  uppe  the  fcaffbld  goc. 

As  uppe  a  gilded  carre  ^r^ 

Of  vidtorye,  bye  vaProui  chiefs 

Gayn*d  ynne  the  bloudie  warrc: 

And  to  the  people  hee  dydd  faie, 

**  Beholde  you  fee  mee  dye, 
•*  For  fervynge  loyally  mye  kynge,  j^  j 

••  My  kynge  molt  ryghifuilie. 

•*  As  longe  as  Edwarde  rules  thys  lande, 

•'  Ne  quiet  you  wylle  knowe ; 
••  Youre  Tonnes  and  hulbandes  ftialle  bee  llayne, 
,    **  And  brookes  wythe  bloude  ihaile  fiowe.  360 

**  You  leave  youre  goode  and  lawfulle  kynge, 

•*  Whenne  ynne  adverfitye  ; 
••  Lyke  mee,  untoe  the  true  caufe  ftycke^ 

••  And  for  the  true  caufe  dye.'* 

Tlienne  hee,  wyth  preeftes,  uponne  hys  knees,  365 

A  pray'r  to  Godde  dydde  make,  A 

Befeechynge  hym  unto  hymfelfe  1 

Hys  partynge  foule  to  take. 


Thenne,  kneelynge  downe,  hee  layd  hys  heddc 

Moil  feemlie  onne  the  blocke  ; 
Whychc  fromme  hys  bodie  fayre  at  once 

The  able  heddes-manne  ilroke : 


Z7^ 


And  oute  the  bloude  beganne  to  fiowe. 

And  rounde  the  fcalfolde  tvvyne ; 
And  teares,  enowe  to  wafhe't  awaie,  371J 

Dydd  flowe  fromme  each  mann's  eync. 

The  bloudie  axe  hys  bodie  fayre 

Ynnto  foure  parties  cutte  ; 
And  ev'rye  parte,  and  eke  hys  heddc. 

Upon  a  pole  was  putte.  380 

One  parte  dyd  rotte  onne  Kynwulph-hylle, 

One  onne  the  mynfter-tower. 
And  one  from  off  the  caftle-gatc 

The  crowen  dydd  devoure. 


The 
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The  other  onnc  Scyncle  Powle*s  goodc  gate,  385 

A  dreery  fpeftacle  ; 
Hys  hedde  was  plac'd  onne  the  hyghe  cmffe, 
Ynne  byghe-ftreete  moft  nobile. 

Thus  was  the  ende  of  Bawdin's  fate  : 

Goddc  prosper  Icnge  our  kynge,  j^ 

And  grante  hee  mayc,  wyth  Bawdin's  foule* 

Ynne  heav'n  Godd's  mercie  fynge  ! 


THE  CAPTIVE.   A  Persiaii  Elect;  fy  Dr.  WoLCorr. 
Sam  the  Sultan's  Palace. 

TO  thee,  who  rul'ft  o'er  Perfia*s  wide  domain^ 
The  wretch  of  Zulpha  pours  the  fuppliant  figh  j 
Shall  love  the  bleeding  bofom  bare  in  vaia. 
And  pity  vainly  raife  th*  imploring  eycf 

Lo,  virtue  weeps  !  her  facred  drops  revere  ; 
Nor  thus  her  cheek  with  burning  blufhes  ftain  : 

The  monarch's  heart,  that  melts  at  virtue's  tear. 
More  than  a  thoufand  triumphs  gild  his  reign. 

"*       Enough  of  woe,  have  war's  wild  horrors  fpread  j; 
Ev'n  now  the  vallies  ihriek,  the  hamlets  burn. 

See  havock  waft  the  blaze  from  ihade  to  ihadc  1 
See  the  wan  ihepherd  o'er  the  ruin  mourn  i 

Say,  cannot  this  the  foft  emotion  wake  ; 
Force  from  thy  eye  the  fympathizing  flream  ; 

But  Ihall  thy  cruelty  the  wretch  o'ertake, 
'Scap'd  from  the  ruffian's  fword  and  wailing  flame  I 

Thofe  weeping  orbs  eternal  darknefs  ihade. 
If  one  fond  glance  thy  favage  hope  infpires : 

Love's  keeneft  vengeance  fmite  the  guilty  maid, 
Falfe  to  her  fame,  and  faithlefs  to  his  fires. 

Live,  live  ye  vales  of  Lar  in  mem'ry's  eye, 
Whofe  fong  To  often  ftole  my  ravifh'd  ear : 

Let  Selim's  name  embalm  my  conftant  figh. 
Hit  image  brighten  z\*ty  falling  tear. 

Can  Lar's  fair  vallies  from  remembrance  fade^ 
Mir's  echoing  rill,  and  Dinar's  confcious  grove; 

Where  truth  and  Selim  won  a  willing  maid. 
Where  flow'd  the  fhepherd's  firil  foud  figh  of  love. 
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Ye  fair  fultanas,  that  arouncj  me  throng. 
Ah  !  ceafe  to  fooihe  a  captive's  haplefs  hours  : 

Harfh  to  my  ear  is  pleafure*s  carelefs  fong. 
And  dim  the  radiance  fcepter'cf  grandeur  IhowVs. 

Ah  !  what  avails  the  purple's  coflly  pride. 
The  ruby's  biufh,  the  di'mond's  light'ning  beam. 

Attendant  flaves,  or  mufic's  wanton  tide. 
Or  floods  of  fragrance,  that  around  me  dream  ? 

Can  pomp  from  love-fick  abfence  fteal  the  figh. 
Smooth  with  gay  fmiles  the  fullen  front  of  care, 

Chace  the  pale  cloud  from  melancholy's  eye. 
And  calm  the  deep  ton'd  murmurs  of  defpair  f 

Away  thofe  tow'rs,  that  thus  their  heads  advance. 
While  fervile  flatt'ry  crawls  a  welcome  gueft. 

Where  proltitution  darts  the  wanton  glance. 
And  envy's  demons  gnaw  the  throbbing  bread  I 

Fairer  to  me  is  Suzan's  dangerous  (hade. 
Where  growling  fate,  the  reillefs  favage  roams  ; 

Where  horror  breathes  around  a  death-like  dread. 
And  crowding  fpedres  haunt  the  twilight  glooms. 

Fairer  to  me  the  dungeon's  dreary  round. 
Low-founding  to  the  captive's  hollow  figh  ; 

Where  the  pale  pond'ring  wretch,  in  thought  profound. 
Nails  to  the  murky  floor  his  haggard  eye. 

Ye  Perfian  nymphs,  with  artlefs  manners  bled. 
And  bled  with  blooms  by  beauty's  pencil  fpread  ; 

Retire,  fweet  ftrangers  to  the  throbbing  bread. 
And  court  of  folitude  her  deeped  diade. 

Wing,  where  gay  freedom  bounds  from  grove  to  grove. 
Where  love  in  fafety  points  the  tender  gaze  ; 

Where  feeds,  young  innocence,  her  cooing  dove. 
And  meek  contentment  pours  the  fong  of  praife. 

Parents  of  lovely  maids,  be  deaf  the  ear. 
While  pride  the  flatt'ring  pompous  tale  imparts. 

Far  from  thofe  bow'rs  each  blufliing  damfel  bear. 
Nor  give  to  mis'ry's  gripe  their  gentle  hearts. 

The  tyger,  growling  thro*  th'  affrighted  wood. 
Springs  to  defend  th*  cndanger'd  young  from  harm  ; 

The  fierce,  the  wild-ey'd  vulture,  bath'd  in  blood. 
Feels  for  her  youngling's  cry,  the  fond  alarm. 
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Thus  fung  the  nymph,  the  foft  fuhanas  figh'd: 
Defire  with  virtue  in  the  monarch  llrove ; 

Be  blelt,  be  Sclim  thine,  (at  length,  he  cry*d) 
Then  gave  the  maid  to  liberty  and  love. 


Dr.  Barnard  having  advanced^  in  Converfation  nuith  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
and  ether  Wits,  that  he  thought  **  no  Man  could  im^ro've  nuhen  he  'was 
paji  the  Age  of  Forty -ji've ;"  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  ijoho  nvas  in  Company^ 
immediately  turned  round  to  4be  facetious  Dean^  and  told  him  that  he  nuat 
an  Injiance  to  the  contrary,  for  that  there  'was  great  Room  for  Improve* 
ment  in  him  (the  Dean),  *'  and  ixiijhed  he^d fet  about  it  :*'  upon  'which ^ 
the  Dean  the  next  Day  fent  the  follovoing  elegant  Bagatelle  to  Sir 
Joftiua  Reynolds  and  the  fume  Company. 

V  E  R  S  E  S    /«;    5/r  J  O  S  H  U  A     R  E  Y  N  O  L  D  S    ««-^    C#. 
By  the  Rev,  Dr.  Barnard^   Dean    ^Derrt. 

T  Lately  thought  no  man  alive 

••  Could  e'er  improve  pall  forty-five. 

And  ventured  to  affert  it; 
The  obfervation  was  not  new. 
But  feemM  to  me  fo  juil  and  true. 

That  none  could  controvert  it. 

**  No,  Sir,**  fays  Johnfon,  '*  *tis  not  fo; 
That's  your  miltake,  and  I  can  Ihew 

An  inllance,  if  you  doubt  it.; 
You,  Sir,  who  are  near  forty-eight. 
May  much  improve,  'tis  not  too  late, 

1  wifli  you'd  fet  about  it." 

Encourag'd  thus  to  mend  my  faults, 
I  turw'd  his  counfel  in  my  thoughts. 

Which  way  I  fliould  apply  it ; 
Learning  and  wit  feem'd  pad  my  reach,  { 

For  who  can  learn  when  none  will  teach,  ■ 

And  wit — I  could  not  buy  it. 

Then  come,  my  friends,  and  try  your  (kill. 
You  can  inform  me  if  you  will, 

^  (My  books  are  at  a  diftance.) 
With  you  ril  live  and  learn,  and  then, 
Inftead  of  books,  I  (hall  read  men. 
So  lend  me  your  ailiflance. 

Tear 
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Dear*  Knight  of  Plympton,  teach  me  how 
To  fufftr  with  unruffled  brow. 

And  fmile  ferene  like  thine ; 
The  jejf  uncouth,  or  truth  Je^vere, 
To  fuch  I'll  turn  my  deafefl  ear. 

And  calmly  drink  my  wine. 

Thou  fay'ft,  not  only  fkill  is  gain*d. 
But  genius  too  may  be  attained. 

By  iludious  imitation : 
Thy  temper  mild,  thy  genius  fine, 
I'll  copy,  till  I  make  thee  mine. 

By  conllant  application. 

The  art  of  pleafmg,  teach  me,  Garrick, 
Thou  f ,  who  reverfeft  Odes  Pindaric, 

A  fecond  time  read  o'er; 
Oh !  could  we  read  thee  backward  too, 
Laft  thirty  years  thou  Ihould'ft  review. 

And  charm  us  thirty  more. 

If  I  have  thoughts  and  can't  cxprefs  'cm. 
Gibbons  ihall  teach  me  how  to  drefs  'era 

In  terms  fele^l  and  terfe ; 
Jones  teach  me  modefty  and  Greek, 
Smith  how  to  think,  Burk  how  to  fpeak. 

And  Beauclerc  to  converfe. 

Let  Johnfon  teach  me  how  to  place 
In  faireft  light  each  borrow'd  grace  ; 

From  him  I'll  learn  to  write ; 
Copy  his  clear  familiar  ftyle,     ' 
And,  from  the  roughnefs  of  his  file. 

Grow,  like  hiTnfelf— polite. 

An   INVOCATION  to   POVERTY. 
tatd  to  bi  ^written  by  the  Hon,  Charles    Fx)X,  Eff* 

OH!  Po<verty  !  of  pale  confumptive  hue. 
If  thou  deiight'ft  to  haunt  me,  ftill  in  view; 
If  flill  thy  prefence  muft  my  fteps  attend. 
At  leaft  continue,  as  thou  art — my  Friend  ! 

*  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds. 

f  This  alludes  to  Mr.  G/s  having  reverfed  a  few  ftanzas  of  a  Pindaric 
Ode,  upon  a  gentfeman's  aflerting  that  all  Pindarics  might  be  treated  in  the 
fame  mauBer,  and  be  equally  intelligible.  But  fo  far  from  Mr.  G.'s  having 
the  leaft  intention  of  ridiculing  either  the  Ode  or  the  Author,  he  had  before 
txpreffed  bis  approbation  of  it,  without  knowing  at  the  time  who  wrote  it. 

\Vhe» 
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When  Scotch  example  bids  me  be  unjuft, 

Falfe  to  my  word — or  faiihlels  to  my  truft. 

Bid  me  the  baneful  error  quickly  fee. 

And  (hun  the  world,  to  find  repole  with  thee; 

"When  Vice  to  Wealth  would  turn  my  partial  eye. 

Or  Int*reft  (hut  my  ear  to  Sorrow's  cry. 

Or  Courtier*?  cultom  would  my  reafon  bend^ 

My  Foe  to  flatter, — or  defert  my  Friend  : 

Oppofe,  kind  Po'verty^  thy  tempi  r'd  fl.;eld. 

And  bear  me  off  unvanquilh*d  from  the  field. 

If  giddy  Fortune  e'er  return  again. 
With  all  her  idle — reftlefs,  wanton  train,— 
Her  magic  glafs  fhould  falfe  Ambition  hold. 
Or  Av'rice  bid  me  put  my  truft  in  Gold, 
To  my  relief,  thou  virtuous  Goddefs,  haftc. 
And  with  thee  bring  thy  daughters  ever  chafle. 
Health  !  Liberty  !  and  Wifdom  1  fillers  bright, 
Whofe  charms  can  make  the  word  condition  light. 
Beneath  the  hardeft  fate  the  mind  can  chear. 
Can  heal  Afflidion — and  difarm  Defpair ! 
In  chains,  in  torments,  pleafure  can  bequeath. 
And  drefs  in  fmiles  the  tyrant  hour  of  Death! 


O  D  £  ««  the   Breaking    of  ^    China    Quart    Mug    ieunging    to   th$ 
Buttery  of  Lincoln-College,  Oxford. 

Amphora  non  meruit  tarn  pretiofa  mort"-^ 

Xy  H  E  N  E  'E  R  the  cruel  hand  of  death 
^   Untimely  ftops  a  favorite's  breath, 

Mufes  in  plaintive  numbers  tell 

How  lov'd  he  liv'd — how  mcurn'd  he  fell— 

Catullus*  wail'd  his  fparrow's  fate 

And  Gray  immortaliz  d  his  cat. 
Thrice  tuneful  bards !  could  I  but  chime  fo  clever. 
My  ^art,  my  honefi  ^art,  fhould  live  for  ever. 

How  weak  is  all  a  mortal's  pow'r 

T'avert  the  death-devoted  hour  1 

Nor  can  a  (hape  or  beauty  fave 

From  the  fure  conqueft  of  the  grave. 

In  vain  the  Butler^s  choiceft  care. 

The  Mafler's  wilh,  the  Bur/ar^s  pray'r! 
For  when  life's  lengthen'd  to  its  longclt  fpan, 
China  itfelf  mud  fall  as  well  as  man^ 

Vol.  XJX.  Q^  CtH 
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Can  I  forget  how  oft  my  ^art 

Has  footh'd  my  care,  and  warmM  my  heart  ? 

When  barley  lent  its  balmy  aid, 

And  all  its  liquid  charms  difplay'd  ! 

When  orange  and  the  nut-hronun  toafi: 

Swam  mantling  roand  K\\^fpicy  coajl ! 
The  pleafing  depth  I  view'd  with  fparkling  eyes. 
Nor  envy'd  Jonje  the  Neiiar  of  the  Ikies. 

T\itJide-hoard,  on  that  fatal  day. 

When  you  in  glittering  ruins  lay, 

Mourn'd  at  thy  lofs. — In  guggling  tone 

Decanters  poured  out  their  moan— 

A  dimnefs  hung  on  every  glafs — 

Joe  •  wondered  what  the  matter  was.— 
Corks  felf-contraifled  freed  x\\z  frantic  beer ^ 
And  fympathizing  tankards  dropt  a  tear.—. 

Where  are  the/flw*ry  wreaths  that  bound 

In  rofy  rings  thy  cbaplets  round  \ 

The  azure  Jiars  whofe  glittering  rays 

Promis'd  a  happier  length  of  days  ! 

The  trees  that  on  thy  border  grew. 

And  bloflbm'd  with  eternal  blue  \ 
Trees,  Jlarst  and^owV/  are  fcatterM  on  the  floor. 
And  all  thy  brittle  beauties  are  no  more.— 

Had*ft  thou  been  formed  of  coarfer  earth. 

Had  Nottingham  but  giv*n  thee  birth  ! 

Or  had  the  variegated  fide 

Of  Stafford's  fable  hue  been  dy'd. 

Thy  ftately  fabric  had  been  found, 

Tho*  tables  tumbled  on  the  ground.— 
T\icjineft  fnould  the  fooneft  will  decay : 
Hear  this,  ye  Fair,  for  you  yourfelves  are  clay  f 

Mr,  Graves  t-wo  Latin  Odes  to  tbe  Deity  of  tbe  Grand  Char 
T  RE  USE,  and  to  Mr.  West,  ivith  Englifh  Tranjlations  of  them  \  being 
the  genuine  School  Exerci/es  of  a  young  Gentleman  of  Fifteen. 

ODE  /tf />^^  Deity y/i&^  Grand  Chartreuse. 

/^H  tu,  feveri  relligio  loci, 
^^  Quocunque  gaudes  nomine,  (non  leve 
Nativa  nam  certc  fluenta 

Numen  habet,  veterefque  fylvas  ; 

•  The  college  butler, 

Pr«fentiorei 
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Praerentiorem  et  confpicimus  Deam 
Per  invias  rupes,  fera  per  juga 
Clivofque  praerupt03,  fonantes 
Inter  aquas^  nemorumque  nofletn; 
Quam  fi  repoflus  fub  trabe  citrca 
Fulgeret  auro,  et  Phidiaca  manu) 
Salve  vocanti  rite,  feffo  et 
Da  placldam  juveni  quietem. 
Quod  fi  invidendis  fedibus,  et  frui 
Fortuna  facra  lege  fllentii 
Vetat  volentem,  me  reforbens 
In  medios  violenta  Hu£lus, 
Saltern  remote  des,  pater,  angulo 
Horas  feneda:  ducere  liberas, 
Tutumque  vulgari  tumuitu 
Surripias^  hominumque  coris. 


The     TRAMtLATIO]?. 

OH  thou  that  guard*ft  this  dread  abode. 
With  rigid  fanftity  impreft. 
Whatever  thy  name  (for  fure  fome  god 
Midfl  thefe  recefles  awes  my  brcaft  ; 
Some  god  infpires  his  native  floods. 
And  fpreads  a  deeper  gloom  o*er  all  the  woods. 

Along  the  pendent  mountain's  brow. 
Along  the  wild  clifPs  pathlefs  fite. 
And  where  the  murmuring  waters  flow. 
And  woods  preferve  eternal  night. 
We  view  the  prefent  god  arife ; 
In  nobler  majefty  he  flrikes  our  eyes. 

Than  when  in  Parian  marble  form'd. 
Or  burnifti'd  gold,  we  fee  him  (land 
Beneath  his  citron  temple,  warmM 
To  life  by  Phidias'  matchlefs  hand) 
O  deign  to  hear  thy  fuppliant's  pray'r. 
And  grant  him  quiet,  unalloyed  with  care. 

But  if  forbid  by  reftlefs  fate 
Thefe  envied  pleafures  here  to  prove, 
Blefl  filence'  laws  in  this  retreat 
T'enjoy  and  lead  the  life  I  love. 
Again  by  fickle  fortune  hurPd 
Back  to  the  tempefls  of  the  bufy  world  t 

0.2  Yet 
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Yet  in  fome  fecret  diftant  fpot, 
When  age  has  wrinkled  o*er  my  brow. 
Give  mc  in  peace  to  be  forgot. 
Freed  from  the  toils  I  fufFer  now. 
From  vulgar  paffions  let  me  reft. 
Far  from  the  cares  that  rack  the  worldly  breaft. 

ODE   fy    Mr.  Gray    to  Mr,  West. 

MATER  rofarum,  cui  tenerae  vigent 
Auraj  Favoni,  cui  Venus  it  come? 
Lafciva,  nympharum  choreis 
Et  volucrum  celebrata  cantu  ! 

Die,  non  inertem  fallere  qua  diem 
Amat  fub  umbr^,  feu  fmit  aureum 
Dormire  pledlrum,  feu  retentat 
Pierio  Zephyrinus  antro 

Furore  dulci  plenus,  et  immemor 
Reptantis  inter  frigora  Tufculi 
Umbrofa,  vel  colles  amici 
Palladiae  fuperantis  Alb«. 

Dilefta  Fauno  et  capripedum  chorls 
Pinda,  teftor  vos,  Anio  minax 
Quaecunque  per  clivos  volutus 
Prascipiti  tremefecit  amne^ 

Illius  ahum  Tibur,  et  JEfulx 
Audiffe  fylvas  nomen  amabiles, 
Illius  et  gratas  Latinis 

Naiafin  ingeminalTe  rupes : 

Nam  me  Latinas  naiades  uvida 
Videre  ripa,  qua  niveas  levi 
Tam  fxph  lavit  rore  plumas 
Dulce  canens  Venufinus  ales ; 

Mirum  4  cancnii  conticuil  nemus, 
Sacrique  fontes,  et  retinent  adhuc 
(Sic  mufa  juffit)  faxa  molles 
Do6la  modos,  vcterefque  lauri. 

Mirare  nee  tu  me  citharae  rudem 
Claudis  laborantem  numeris :  loca 
Amoena,  jucundumque  ver  in- 
compofitum  docuere  carmen  ; 

Hserent  fub  omni  nam  folio  nigri 
Phoebea  luci  (credite)  fomnia, 
i\reutiufque  et  lympha  et  aurae 
Ncfcio  quid  folito  loquuntur. 


o 
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V*be    Translation. 


Queeft  of  flowers,  wKofe  tender  care 
Swells  the  foft  gales  that  nurfe  the  youthful  year. 

With  whom  fair  Venus  comes  along, 
Theme  of  the  featherM  choir^s  melodious  fong  ; 

Venus,  the  wanton  queen  of  iove, 
Wkom  the  gay  nymphs  refound  through  every  grove* 

O  fay,  beneath  what  favoured  f^iade 
Beguiles  my  West,  in  ftudious  leifure  laidj^ 

The  mid-day  hours,  not  iU  employ'd. 
Whether  he  throws  his  golden  lyre  afide. 

Or  *mid  Pieria  laves,  again 
FillM  with  poetic  fire  refumes  the  ftrain. 

Forgot  his  friend  who  climbs  the  height 
Of  (hady  Tufcaluni,  or  Alba's  feat  ? 

Ye  fpreading  pines,  whofe  facred  groves 
Faun  us,  and  every  fportive  fatyr  loves. 

Where  Anio  down  the  trembling  fteeps. 
And  rugged  rocks,  with  headlong  torrent  fweeps  ; 

O  witnefs  all,  his  name  how  oft 
0*er  Tibur's  cloud-crown'd  hills  hath  foarM  aloft ;, 

Oft  iEfula,  how  all  around. 
Say,  have  thy  lovely  (hades  returnM  the  found  5 

How  oft  each  clift,  and  hallow'd  dell. 
Where  Lati urn's  naiads  ever  love  to  dwelL 

For  me  the  Latian  naiads  view'd 
On  the  dank  margin  of  that  limpid  flood,, 

Where  erft  his  plumes  of  filvery  hue, 
Venufium's  bird  oft  bath'd  in  rofy  dew. 

Wondrous  !  while  he,  fvveet  fongfter,  fung. 
The  filent  woods  in  mute  attention  hung  ; 

At  his  fweet  lay  each  fount  flood  Itill, 
And  checkM  the  tinkling  of  its  facred  uiU, 

Ev'n  now  (the  mufes  thus  ordain) 
The  rocks,  the  laurels  ftill  preferve  the  ftrain. 

Nor  wonder  that  in  aukward  flight 
My  unfledg'd  wings  attempt  Parnaffus*  height  ; 

The  Iweet  retreat,  the  blooming  fpring. 
Call  forth  to  voice  my  rude  unlettered  Itring, 

In  this  bleft  feat  (my  words  believe) 
Phoebcan  flumbers  hang  on  every  leaf: 

While  every  rill  and  gale  around 
Charms  with  a  fvveeter  and  a  fprightlier  found. 

0.3  S!t 
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Sir  AnTHOUY  B R  A N V 1  L L e's  Addrefs  to  the  L a d 1 1 s,  in  the  lati 
revivid Comedy  c/'the  Di&  coy EKt% 

Spoken  By  Mr.  GARRICK. 

LADIES,  before  T  go,  will  you  allow 
A  moil  devoted  flave  to  make  his  bow  i 
Brought  to  your  bar,  ye  moll  angelic  jury ! 
'Tis  you  (hall  try  me  for  my  am'rous  fury. 
Have  I  been  guilty,  pray,  of  indecorum? 
My  ardors  were  fo  fierce  I  cou'd  not  low'r  'em  ; 
Such  raging  paffions  I  confefs  an  evil ; 
In  flefli  and  blood  like  mine  they  play  the  devil ! 
Bound  on  the  rack  of  love  poor  I  was  laid^ 
Between  two  fires,  a  njuidoiju  and  a  maid  / 
My  heart,  poor  fcorched  dove,  now  pants  for  reft  ; 
Where,  ladies,  fhall  the  flutt'rer  find  a  neft? 
Take  pity,  fair  ones,  on  the  tortured  thing. 
Heal  it,  and  let  it  once  more  chirp  and  fing  ; 
Yet  to  approach  you  were  infatuation. 
If  fouls  like  mine  fo  prone  to  inflammation. 
Should  meet  your  tinder  hearts — there  would  be  con-fla-gra-tion 
Indeed  fo  prudent  are  mod  men  of  fafhion. 
They  run  no  danger,  for  they  feed  no  paflion  ; 
Tho*  fairefl  faces  fmile,  they  can  defy  *em  ; 
Tho'  foftell  tongues  Ihould  plead,  they  can  deny  'em ; 
Mankind  would  ceafe,  but  for  fuch  loving  fools  as  I  am» 
When  I  amongft  them  with  my  ardors  glow, 
I'm  mount  F^uiius  in  the  midfl  of  fnow  I 
N      Had  I  the  pow'r,  and  of  each  fex  were  ruler, 
I'd  nvmrm  the  one,  and  make  the  other  cooler  : 
When  I  addrefs  the  fair,  no  art  can  fmother 
The  mutual  flame  we  kindle  in  each  other  ; 
I'm  now  eleftrrfy'd — therefore  expedient 
To  fly  cpmbuftibles !— Ladies,  your  obedient. 

An  Occasional  Prologu v.,fpoken  By  Mr,  G a r r i c k,  />5^  lafi 
Time  of  his  performing  *'  tonuards  increafing  a  Fund  for  the  Relief  of 
ihofe  *who,  from  their  Ififirmitiesy  Jhall  he  obliged  to  retire  from  tht 
Stage." 

A     Veteran  fee !  whofe  lad  a£l  on  the  ftage, 
jfA    Intreats  your  fmiles  for  ficknefs  and  for  age  ; 
Their  caufe  I  plead — plead  it  in  heart  and  mind  ; 
A  fellow-feeling  makes  one  wondrous  kind  5 

Might 
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Might  we  but  hope  your  zeal  would  not  be  lefs 

When  I  am  gone,  to  patronize  diftrefs. 

That  hope  obtained,  the  wifli'd-for  end  fecures. 

To  foothe  their  cares,  who  oft  have  lightened  jrc«r/. 

Shall  the  great  heroes  of  celeftial  line. 

Who  drank  full  bowls  of  Greek  ,and  Roman  wine, 

Casfar  and  Brutus,  Agamemnon,  Heftor, 

Nay  Jove  himfelf,  who  here  has  quafTd  his  neflar  1 

Shall  they  who  go*vern' d  fortune,  cringe  and  court  her, 

Thirft  in  their  age,  and  call  in  vain  for  porter  i 

Like  Bellifarius,  tax  the  pitying  ftreet. 

With  Daii  Qbolum  to  all  they  meet  \ 

Sha*n*t  1,  who  oft  have  drench*d  my  hands  in  gore, 

Stabb'd  many,  poifonM  fome,  beheaded  morej 

Who  numbers  flew  in  battle  on  this  plain, 

Sha'n't  I,  the  flayer,  try  to  feed  the  flain  I 

Brother  to  all,  with  equal  love  I  view. 

The  men  who  flew  me,  and  the  men  I  flew  : 

I  muft,  I  will  this  happy  projeft  feize. 

That  thofe  too  old  to  die,  may  live  with  cafe. 

Suppofc  the  babes  I  fmother'd  in  the  Tower, 

By  chance,  br  (icknefs,  lofe  their  acling  pow'r. 

Shall  theyt  once  princes,. worfe  than  all  be  ferv'd  ! 

In  childhood  murder'd,  and  when  murder'd  ftarv'd  ? 

JJ£a/rff«i  half-raviili'd  for  your  recreation. 

In  age,  fliould  never  want  fome  confolation  : 

Can  I,  Tcung  Hamlet  once,  to  nature  loft. 

Behold,  O  horrible  I  my  father's  ghofr. 

With  grifly  beard — pale  cheek — ftalk  up  and  down. 

And  he,  the  royal  Dane,  want  half  a  crown  f 

Forbid  it,  ladies;  gentlemen,  forbid  it ; 

Give  joy  to  age,  and  let  *em  fay— -yo«  did  it : 

To  yo\i*yje  Gods  /  I  make  my  laft  appeal. 

You  have  a  right  to  judge  as  well  as  feel ; 

Will  your  high  iMi/doms  to  our.fcheme  incline. 

That  kings,  queens,  heroes,  gods,  and  ghofts  may  dine  ? 

Olympus  fhakes  !— •that  omen  all  fecures ; 

May  every  joy  you  give,  be  ten  fold  jfl^r/. 


<•  To  the  Upper  Gallery 
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EPILOGUE  to  the  nenv  Comedy  of  the  RUNAWAY. 
Written    by    David    Garrick,    Efe[. 
Spoken    by    Mijs    Y  0  u  n  G  E. 

POST  hafte  from  Italy  arrives  my  lover  ! 
Shall  I  to  you    go  id  friends,  mv  fears  difcovcr? 
Should  foreign  modes  his  virtues  mar  and  mangle. 
And  carojpofo  prove — Sir  Dingle  Dangle  ; 
No  fooner  joined  thzn/eparate  we  g  , 
Abroad— -we  never  (hall  each  other  know  ; 
At  home— I  mope  abo've — he'll  pick  his  teeth  beloiu. 
In  fweec  domeftic  chat  we  n^'er  (hall  mingle. 
And    nuedded  tho*  I  am,  (hall  ftill  Vive  Jingle, 
However  modilh,  I  deteft  this  plan  :    , 
For  me  no  mauki(h  creature,  weak  and  wan  : 
He  muft  be  Engli(h,  and  an  Engli(h — Man. 
To  nature  and  his  country  falfe  and  blind. 
Should  Belniille  dare  to  twilt  his  form  and  mind, 
I  will  difcard  him — and  to  Britain  true, 
A  Briton  chufe — and,  may  be,  one  of  you  ! 
Nay,  don't  be  frighten'd — I  am  but  in  jeft  ; 
preemen,  in  love  or  war,  (hould  ne'er  be  prefs'd. 

\i    ou  would  know  my  urmoft  expeflation, 
'Tis  one  unfpoil'd  by  /r^z;  7/ V  education  ; 
"With  knowledge,  ta.ie,  much  kindnefs,  and  fome  whim. 
Good  fenfe  to  govern  »»^  — and  let  me  govern  him  : 
Great  love  of  me  muft  keep  his  heart  from  roving  : 
Then  I'll  forgive  him,  if  he  proves  too  loving. 
Jf,  in  thefe  times,  I  (hould  be  blefs'd  by  fate 
With  fuch  ^phoenix,  fuch  a  matchlefs  mate, 
I  will  by  kindnefs,  and  fome  fmall  difcerning. 
Take  care  that  Hymen's  torch  continues  burning. 
At  weddings,  now-a  days,  the  torch,  thrown  down, 
Juft  makes  a  fmoke,  then  (links  throughout  the  town! 
No  married  puritan  — I'll  follow  pleafure. 
And  ev'n  the  fa(hion — but  in  mod'rate  meafure; 
I  will  of  op'ra  exta(ies  partake, 
Tho*  1  take  fnu(Fto  keep  myfelf  awake. 
No  rampant  plumes  (hall  o'er  my  temples  play. 
Foretelling  that  my  brains  will  fly  away  ; 
Nor  from  my  head  (hall  ftrange  vagaries  fpring, 
1  o  (hew  the  foil  can  teem  with  every  thing  ! 
NoyVa/Vi,  roots,  greens f  (hall  (ill  the  ample  fpacc, 
A  kitchen- garden i  to  adorn  my  face  I 
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No  rocks  (hall  there  be  feen,  no  windmill,  fountain. 

Nor  curls,  like  guns,  fet  round,  to  guard  the  mountain! 

O  learn,  ye  fair,  if  this  fame  madnefs  fpreads. 

Not  to  holdups  but  to  keep  doiurty  your  heads  ; 

Be  not  mifled  by  ftrange  fantaftic  art. 

But  in  your  drefs  let  Nature  take  fome  part ; 

Her  {kill  alone  a  lafting  pow'r  infures. 

And  beft  can  ornament  fuch  charms  zs yours, 

VERSES  to  the  late  Dr.  Pearce,  ^;>^i>/ c/ Rocheftf^r,  and  hh 
Lady,  on  Occajion  of  their  celebrating  the  Fiftieth  Year  of  their 
Union  J  as  a  Tear  of  Jubilee. 

NO  more  let  calumny  complain. 
That  Hymen  binds  in  cruel  chain> 
And  makes  his  fubjefls  (laves: 
Supported  by  the  good  and  wife. 
Her  keeneft  flander  he  defies. 

Her  utmoll  malice  braves. 

To  day — he  triumphs  o*er  his  foes. 
And  to  the  world  a  pair  he  (hews. 

Though  long  his  fubjeds — free  ; 
Who  happy  in  his  bands  appear, 
And  joyful  call  the  Fiftieth  year, 

A  year  of  Jubilee. 

y<»  /i&^  Memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Granger,  Author  of  tht 
Biographical  Hiftory,  ijohoy  on  the  Sunday  after  liafter  (<when  the  Sa- 
crament is  adminijiered  in  the  church  of  o  hipiake  as  nuell  as  on  Ealter- 
Sunday  it/elf),  nuas  Jeiz.ed  iMith  an  /Jpof)ledic  Fit  'while  at  the  Com- 
munion Table  there y  after  having  gone  through  the  Duties  of  the'DeJk 
and  Fulpit  as  ufual ;  and^  notnuithjianding  e^very  medical  Ajjijianceg 
died  early  the  next  Mornings  April  15,  1776. 

MORE  happy  end  what  faint  e'er  knew! 
To  whom  like  mercy  (hown  ! 
His  Saviour's  death  in  rapturous  view. 
And  unperceiv'd  his  own. 

SONG  fung  hy  Mr.  Beard  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prejidenf, 
Fice  Prejtdentt  Go'vemorSt  i^c.  of  the  London  Hospital.  From 
thelVorksof  ?tiVL  W a  IT ehe hl> ,  Efq\  juji  publijhed, 

OF  trophies  and  laurels  I  mean  not  to  fing. 
Of  Pru(na's  brave  prince,  or  of  Britain's  good  king  : 
Here  the  poor  claim  my  fong  ;  then  the  art  I'll  difplay. 
How  you  ail  (hall  be  gainers — by  giving  away. 

Derry  down* 

The 
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The  crufe  of  the  widow  you  very  well  know. 
The  more  it  was  emptied,  the  fuller  did  flow  : 
So  here  with  your  purfe  the  like  wonder  you'll  find ; 
The  more  you  draw  out,  ftill — the  more  left  behind. 


Derry  down^ 


The  prodigal  here  without  danger  may  fpend  ; 
That  ne'er  can  belavifti'd,  to  heav'n  we  lend  ; 
And  the  miferhis  purfe-ftrings  may  draw  without  pain, 
or  what  mifer  won't  give— -when  giving  is  gain  f 

Derry  down. 

The  gamefter,  who  fits  up  whole  days  and  whole  nights. 
To  hazard  his  health  and  his  fortune  at  White's ; 
Much  more  to  advantage  his  betts  he  may  make. 
Here,  fet  what  he  will,  he  will  double  his  ilake. 


The  fair-one,  whofe  heart  the  four  aces  controul, 
"Who  fighs  for  Sans-prendre,  and  dreams  of  a  vole. 
Let  her  here  fend  a  tithe  of  her  gain  at  quadrille, 
And  ihe'Il  ne*er  want  a  friend  in  victorious  fpadille. 

Let  the  merchant,  who  trades  on  the  perilous  fea. 
Come  here,  and  infure,  if  from  lofs  he'd  be  free  j 
A  policy  here  from  all  dangers  fecures. 
For  fafc  is  the  venture — which  Heaven  infures. 


Derry  down. 


Derry  down. 


Derry  down. 


The  flock-jobber  too  may  fubfcribe  without  fear. 

In  a  fund  which  fer  ever  a  premium  muil  bear  ; 

Where  the  flock  muft  ftill  rife,  and  where  fcrip  will  prevail, 

Tho'  South-Sea,  and  India,  and  Omnium,  fhould  fail. 

Derry  down. 

*  The  churchman  likewife  his  advantage  may  draw. 
And  here  buy  a  living,  in  fpite  of  the"  law — 
In  hcav'n,  I  mean  ;  then,  without  any  fear. 
Let  him  purchafe  away^ — here's  no  fimony  here. 


t  Yerakes.whothe  joys  of  Hymen  difclaim. 
And  feek,  in  the  ruin  of  virtue,  a  fame  ; 
You  may  here  boaft  a  triumph  confiftent  with  duty. 
And  keep,  without  guilt,  a  feraglio  of  beauty. 


Derry  down, 


Derry  down. 


•  Additional  ftanza  for  the  annual  fcaft  of  the  fons  of  the  clergy, 
t  Ditto  for  the  Magdalen  Kofpital. 


If 
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If  from  charity  then  fuch  advantages  flow. 
That  you  ftill  gain  the  more — the  more  you  beflow  i 
Here*s  the  place  will  afford  you  rich  profit  with  eafe  : 
When  the  bafon  comes  round — be  as  rich  as  you  pleafe. 

Derry  down. 

Then  a  health  to  that  •  patron,  whofe  grandeur  and  llore 
Yield  aid  and  defence  to  the  fick  and  the  poor ; 
Who  no  courder  can  flatter,  no  patriot  can  blame  : 
But,  our  Frcfidenc's  here— -or  I'd  tell  you  his  name. 

Derry  down* 


•  Th«  late  Duke  of  Devtnfhlrc. 


Account 
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Account  of  Books  for  i776. 


The  Hijiory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall 
of  the  Ramaa  Etnpire\'  by  Ed- 
ward Gibbon,  Ej^-y  Folume  the 
Firjl, 

WE  do  not  remember  any 
workpubliftied  in  our  time, 
which  has  ml  with  a  more  general 
approbation  than  Mr.  G  bbon*s 
Hiiiory  of  ^he  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  iq man  Empire.  We  are  hap- 
py  in  adding  our  fufFrage  to  the 
public  voice,  uhich  has  To  juftly 
declared  in  its  favour. 

1  h:"  volume  publiihed  is  the  ex- 
ecution of  a  pan  only,  of  a  very 
cxtenfive  and  arduous  undertaking. 
The  whole  dtfign  nccelTarily  com- 
prehends the  divifion  of  the  empire 
into  its  two  great  branches,  the 
wellern  and  ealtern  ;  and  the  flory 
of  both  is  to  be  continued  to  their 
final  diiTolution.  The  latter  fur- 
vived  th?  former  for  feveral  centu- 
ries and  coincided  with  the  a^ra  of 
the  Crulades  The  *- rufade  there- 
fore, falling  in  with  his  hiftory  of 
the  ealV  rn  empire,  (to  the  fall  of 
which,  they  did,  not  a  little,  con- 
tribute) he  propofes  to  enter  large- 
ly into  the  hiiiory  of  thofe  enthulia- 
fiical  enterprifes.  They  are  far  from 
being  foreign  to  his  fubjedt,  and 
there  ar^  few  events  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  human  affairs,  which  af- 
ford more  matter  of  entertainment 
and  fpeculation  to  a  philofophical 


mind.  At  the  fame  time  he  pro- 
pofes to  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of 
the  city  of  Rome  itfelf,  during  the 
darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  mid- 
dle ages,  then  indeed  wholly  flrip- 
ped  of  its  power  and  grandeur,  but 
never  an  uninterelHng  objedl. 

This  brings  down  the  narrative 
to  that  period  where  ancient  hilto- 
ry  confines  upon  the  modern,  and 
thus  Mr.  Gibbon's  work,  when 
compleated,  will  form  the  great 
conne6ling  link,  between  two  fuch 
extremely  differing  fyllems  of  opi- 
nions, manners,  and  politicks. 

This  latter  part  alone  of  the  un- 
dertaking, would  require  not  only 
great  induftry,  deep  learning,  and 
Ibund  judgment,  but  the  rare  ta- 
lent of  rendering  the  tranfaftions 
of  obfcure  times,  and  forgotten 
perfons,  engaging  and  delightful. 
By  this  firft  volume  now  publiihed, 
the  author  has  ihewn  that  he  pof- 
fefles  all  thefe  qualities  in  a  very 
high  degree. 

rhe  general  period  which  Mr. 
Gibbon  has  chofen  for  his  hiftory, 
is  at  ieaft  equ;.]ly  interfiling  with 
that  of  the  profperous  ftate  of  the 
Roman  affair  .  The  inftruiflion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  fall,  is  per- 
haps fully  equal  to  that,  which  i"; 
to  be  exiraded  from  the  growth  of 
human  greatnefs.  In  the  latter- 
cafe,  fortune  throws  a  glare  over 
every  a(5lion,  which  often  prevents 

a  fo- 
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ft  fobcr  judgment  on  it.  We  are 
too  apt  to  co^founu  the  whole  in 
an  indiiVriminate  admiration  ;  and 
often  to  decorate  luccefstul  impru- 
dence, and  happy  temerity,  with 
the  praifes  which  belong  to  well 
djgefled  policy,  and  well  regulated 
boldnefs. 

Wife  condilft  and  v^'rtuous  cha- 
rai^er  attended  with  ill-fuccefs,  are 
not  fo  likely  to  have  injuftice  done 
to  them  by  an  impartial  pofterity. 
During  a  great  part  of  the  period 
of  which  Mr.  Gibbon  treats  in  this 
volume,  the  empire  began  only  to 
difcover  fymptoms  of  decline,  dif- 
cernible  only  to  thofe  who  trace 
political  evils  in  their  remote 
caufes.  Yet  even  at  this  period  of 
external  fpleudor,  the  materials 
for  hiftory  are  mecn  and  fcanty. 
Our  author  feledls  what  is  to  be 
found  valuable  among  them  with 
great  judgment,  and  places  it  al- 
ways in  the  happieli  point  of 
view. 

A  fecond  volume,  which  is  all 
that  our  author  engages  for,  will 
perfedl  a  com  pleat  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  Rome,  from 
the  age  of  the  Antonines  to  the  fub- 
verfjon  of  the  weftern  empire. 

I'he  prefcnt  volume  carries  us 
no  farther  than  the  re-union  of  the 
whole  empire,  under  Conftantine. 
It  confifts  of  fixteen  chapters;  the 
three  firft  are  in  a  manner  prepa- 
ratory to  the  hiUory,  treating  of 
the  extent  and  force  of  the  union 
and  inieinal  profperity  of  the  Ro- 
man empire,  to  the  age  of  the  Anto- 
nines,  and  concluding  with  a  cu- 
rious diflertation  on  the  conl'itution 
of  that  empire,  at  the  fame  age. 

The  4tb,  5th,  6th, and  7ih,  carry 
on  the  hillory  to  the  lime  of  Philip. 
The  8th  chapter  is  an  hiltorical 
diifercatica  on  the  flate  of  Perfia, 


after  the  reftorat  on  of  its  monar- 
chy by  Artaxerxes,  and  the  9th  ex- 
hibits the  itate  of  Germany  to  the 
time  of  the  emperor  Decius. 

The  10,  11,  12,  13,  and  r4th 
chapters  compleat  the  hiftory  to 
the  acceflion  of  Conftantine  to  the 
whole  undivided  imperial  dignity, 
over  the  Vdll  extent  of  the  Romao, 
world. 

This  event  firft  gave  chriftianity 
the  fandion  of  human  authority  j 
we  cannot  but  lament  our  author'* 
deferring  to  the  next  volume,  the 
*'  very  interefting  and  important 
"  chapter,  which,  he  informs  us, 
**  is  to  treat  of  the  motives  of 
**  Conftantine'sconverfion,  as  they 
"  may  varioufly  be  deduced  frorai 
"  faith,  from  virtue,  from  policy, 
"  or  from  remorfe.'"  Our  author 
has  not  however  altogether  quitted 
us  at  this  moft  important  period  ; 
his  two  laft  chapters  offer  to  our 
confideration  the  fecondary  caufes 
of  the  rapid  growth  of  chriftianity. 
They  treat  of  the  condud  of  the 
Roman  government  towards  the 
chriftians,  from  Nero  to  Conftan- 
tine. Our  author  feems  fenfible 
that  the  fubjed  of  thefe  chapters 
called  for  all  his  abilities,  and  he 
has  exerted  himfelf  accordingly. 
He  may  perhaps  in  them  be  thought 
in  fome  degree  to  have  quitted  the 
charader  of  the  hiftoriao,  to  afTume 
that  of  the  ccciefiaftical  critick. 
In  his  reprefentaiion  of  the  great 
conflid  between  declining  Paga- 
nifm  and  growing  Chriftianity,  he 
certainly  ftiews  no  fort  of  blind  pre* 
judice  in  favour  of  the  fuccefjful 
caufe.  If  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
through  zeal  or  refeniment,  have 
magnified  the  faults  of  their  ad- 
verlaries,  and  their  own  fufferings, 
Mr.  Gibbon  omits  no  pains  to 
make  the  ballance  even.  He  fome- 

times 
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times  feems  even  to  labour  with 
fomewhat  of  the  earneltnefs,  and 
with  all  the  fkill  of  an  advocate, 
in  favour  of  the  conduft  of  the  Ro« 
jn?in  government  toward  the  Chri- 
ftians  ;  and  fo  far  from  allowing 
merit  in  the  early  martyrdoms, 
they  hardly  efcape  the  imputation 
offome  degree  of  guilt.  This  is 
managed  with  great  dexterity,  and 
often  with  a  delicate  vein  of  iroey 
•—It  is  'mpoffible  to  mifunderlland, 
or  wholly  to  approve  of  the  dcfign 
of  the  author  in  this  part  of  Iks 
work.  He  did  not  probably  ex- 
pe^,  or  perhaps  wiih,  that  his 
opinions  and  fentiments  fliould  reft 
altogether  without  contradi(^ion  or 
oppoiition ;  it  is  however  a  con- 
troverfy  in  which  we  are  not- called 
upon  for  our  opinion,  and  fliall 
not  prefume  to  offer  any  decifion. 

The  extradl  we  (hall  offer  to  our 
readers,  is  the  conclufiou  of  the 
third  ch;ipter. 

•*  If  a  man  were  called  to  fix  the 
period  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
during  which  the  condition  of  the 
human  race  was  moft  happy  and 
profperous,  he  would,  without  he- 
iitation,  name  that  which  elapfed 
from  the  death  of  Domitian  to  the 
acceflion  of  Commodus.  The  vaft 
extent  of  the  Roman  empire  was 
governed  by  abfolute  power,  under 
the  guidance  of  virtus  and  wifdom. 
The  armies  were  reftrained  by  the 
firm  but  gentle  hand  of  four  fuc- 
ceffive  emperors,  whofe  charafters 
and  authority  commanded  involun- 
tary refped.  The  forms  of  the  ci- 
vil adminillration  were  carefully 
preferved  by  Nerva,  Trajan,  Ha- 
drian, and  the  Antonines,  who 
delighted  in  the  image  of  liberty, 
and  were  pleafed  with  confidering 
themfelves  as  the  accountable  mi- 
niflers  of  the  laws.  Such  princes 
10 


deferved  the  honour  of  reftoring 
the  republic,  had  the  Romans  of 
their  days  been  capable  of  enjoying 
a  rational  freedom. 

'*  The  labours  of  thefe  mott^rchf 
were  overpaid  by  the  immenfe  re- 
ward that  infeparably  waited  oa 
their  fuccefs ;  by  the  hone  ft  prida 
of  virtue,  and  by  the  exquifite  de- 
light of  beholding  the  general  hap- 
pincfs  of  which  ihey  were  the  au« 
thors.  A  juft,  but  melancholy 
refledlion  embittered,  however,  the 
nobleft  of  human  enjoyments.  They 
muft  often  have  recolleded  the  in- 
ftability  of  a  happinefs  which  de- 
pended on  the  charafter  of  a  fingle 
man.  The  fatal  moment  was  per- 
haps approaching,  when  fome  li- 
centious youth,  or  fome  jealous 
tyrant  would  abufe,  to  the  de'- 
ftruftion,  that  abfolute  power, 
which  they  had  exerted  for  the 
benefit  of  their  people.  The  ideal 
reftraints  of  the  fen  ate  and  the 
laws  might  ferve  to  difplay  the 
virtues,  but  could  nev  r  correal  the 
vices,  of  the  emperor.  The  mili- 
tary force  was  a  blind  and  irrefifli- 
ble  inftrument  of  oppreflion  ;  and 
the  corruption  of  Roman  manners 
would  always  fupply  flatterers  eager 
to  applaud,  and  minifters  prepared 
to  ferve,  the  fear  or  the  avarice, 
the  luft  or  the  cruelty,  of  their 
mafters. 

"  Thefe  gloomy  apprehenfions 
had  been  already  juflified  by  the 
experience  of  the  Romans.  The 
annals  of  the  emperors  exhibit  a 
ftrong  and  various  pidture  of  hu- 
man nature,  which  we  fhould  vainly 
feek  among  the  mixed  and  doubt- 
ful charafters  of  modern  hiHory. 
In  the  condudl  of  thofe  monarchs 
we  may  trace  the  utmoft  lines  of 
vice  and  virtue  ;  the  moft  exalted 
perfe^ion,  and  the  meaneft  dege- 
neracy 


ACCOUNT    OF    BOOKS. 


239 


ncracy  of  our  own  fpecies.  The 
golden  age  of  Trajan  and  the  An- 
tonines  had  been  preceded  by  an 
age  of  iron.  It  is  almofl  fuperflu- 
cus  to  enumerate  the  unworthy 
fucceflbrs  of  Augudus.  Their  un- 
paralleled vices,  and  the  fplendid 
theatre  on  which  they  were  aded, 
have  faved  them  from  oblivion. 
The  dark  unrelenting  Tiberius, 
the  furious  Caligula,  the  ftupid 
Claudius,  the  profligate  and  cruel 
Nero,  the  beaftly  VitcUius,  and  the 
timid,  inhuman  Domitian,  are  con- 
demned to  everlafting  infamy. 
During  fourfcore  years  (excepting 
only  the  ftiort  and  doubtful  refpite 
of  Vefpafian's  reign)  Rome  groan- 
ed beneath  an  unremitting  tyran- 
ny, which  exterminated  the  an- 
cient families  of  the  republic,  and 
was  fatal  to  almoft  every  virtue,  and 
every  talent,  that  arofe  in  that  un- 
happy period. 

**  Under  the  reign  of  thefemon- 
ftcrs,  the  flavery  of  the  Romans 
was  accompanied  jvith  two  peculiar 
circumflances,  the  one  occafioncd 
by  their  former  liberty,  the  other 
by  their  excenfive  conquefts,  which 
rendered  their  condition  more 
wretched  than  that  of  the  victims 
of  tyranny  in  any  other  age  or 
country.  From  thefe  caufes  were 
derived,  i.  The  exquihte  fenfibi- 
lityofthe  fuiferers;  and,  2.  The 
impoflibility  of  efcaping  from  the 
hand  of  the  oppreffor. 

**  I.  When  Perfia  was  governed 
by  the  dcfccndants  of  Sefi,  a  race 
of  princes,  whofe  wanton  cruelty 
often  flained  their  divan,  their 
table,  and  their  bed,  v/ith  the 
blood  of  their  favourites,  there  is 
a  faying  recorded  of  a  young. no- 
bleman. That  he  never  departed 
from  the  fultan's  prefence,  without 
fatisfying  hiji^f^lf  whether  his  head 


was  ftill  on  his  (boulders.  The 
experience  of  every  day  might  al- 
moft juftify  the  fcepticifm  of  Ruf- 
tan.  Yet  the  fatal  fword  fufpend- 
cd  above  him  by  a  iingle  thread, 
feems  not  to  have  difturbed  the 
/lumbers,  or  interrupted  the  tran- 
quillity, of  the  Perfian.  The  mo- 
narch's frown,  he  well  knew, 
could  level  him  with  the  dull ;  but 
the  ftroke  of  lightning  or  apoplexy 
might  be  equally  fatal:  and  it 
was  the  part  of  a  wife  man,  to 
forget  the  inevitable  calamities  of 
human  life  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fleeting  hour.  He  was  digni- 
fied with  the  appellation  of  the 
king's  flave ;  had,  perhaps,  been 
purchafed  from  obfcure  parents, 
in  a  country  which  he  had  never 
known;  and  was  trained  up  from 
his  infancy  in  the  fevere  difcipliae 
of  the  feraglio.  His  name,  his 
wealth,  his  honours,  were  the  gift 
of  a  mailer,  who  might,  without 
injullice,  refume  what  he  had  bc- 
ftowed.  Ruftan's  knowledge,  if 
he  poflefTed  any,  could  only  ferve 
to  confirm  his  habits  by  prejudices. 
His  language  afforded  not  words 
for  any  form  of  government,  ex- 
cept abfolute  monarchy.  The  hiC- 
toryof  the  eall  informed  him,  that 
fuch  had  ever  been  the  condition 
of  mankind.  The  Koran,  and  the 
interpreters  of  that  divine  book, 
inculcated  to  hira,  that  the  fultan 
was  the  defcendantof  the  prophet, 
and  the  vicegerent  of  Heaven  ; 
that  patience  was  the  firft  virtue 
of  a  Muffulman,  and  unlimited 
obedience  the  great  duty  of  a 
fubje.?£. 

**  The  minds  of  the  Romans 
were  very  diiFerently  prepared  for 
flavery,  Oppreffcd  beneath  the 
weight  of  their  own  corruption  and 
of  military  violence,   they  for  a 
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long  while  preferved  the  fenti- 
jnents,  or  at  leaft  the  idea.^  of 
their  freeborn  anceftors.  The  edu- 
cation of  Helvidius  and  Thrafea, 
of  Tacitus  and  Pliny,  was  the  fame 
as  that  of  Cato  and  Cicero.  From 
Grecian  philofophy,  they  had  im- 
bibed the  jurteft  and  moft  liberal 
notions  of  the  dignity  of  human 
nature,  and  the  origin  of  civil  fo- 
ciety.  The  hiftory  of  their  own 
country  had  taught  them  to  revere 
a  free,  a  virtuous,  and  a  vido- 
rious  commonwealth  ;  to  abhor  the 
fuccefsful  crimes  of  Ca^far  and  Am- 
guftus ;  and  inwardly  to  defpife 
ihofe  tyrants  whom  they  adored 
with  the  molt  abjed  flattery.  As 
magiitrates  and  fenators,  they  were 
admitted  into  the  great  council, 
which  had  once  diftaced  laws  to  the 
earth,  whofe  name  ftill  gave  a 
fanflion  to  the  a6ls  of  the  mo- 
narch, and  whofe  authority  was  fo 
often  proftituted  to  the  vilell  pur- 
pofes  of  tyranny.  Tiberius,  and 
thofe  emperors  who  adopted  his 
maxims,  attempted  to  diiguife  their 
murders  by  theformalitiesofjuftice, 
and  perhaps  enjoyed  a  fecret  plea- 
fure  in  rendering  the  fenate  their 
accomplice,  as  well  as  their  vidlim. 
By  this  affembly,  the  laft  of  the 
Romans  were  condemned  for  ima- 
ginary crimes  and  real  virtues. 
Their  infamous  accufers  affumed 
the  language  of  independent  pa- 
triots, who  arraigned  a  dangerous 
citizen  before  the  tribunal  of  his 
country;  and  the  public  fervice 
was  rewarded  by  riches  and  ho- 
nours. The  fervile  judges  profefied 
to  afiert  the  majelty  of  the  com- 
monwealth, violated  in  the  perfon 
of  its  firll  magiftrate,  whofe  cle- 
mency they  moH  applauded  when 
they  trembled  the  moil  at  his  inex- 
©rable  and  impending  cruelty.  The 


tyrant  beheld  their  bafenefs  with 
juft  contempt,  and  encountered 
their  lecret  fentiments  of  devafta- 
tion  with  fincere  and  avowed 
hatred  for  the  whole  body  of  the 
fenate. 

*'  il.  The  divifion  of  Europe 
into  a  number  of  independent 
dates,  connedled,  however,  with 
each  other,  by  the  general  refem- 
blance  of  religion,  language,  and 
manners,  is  productive  of  the  moft 
beneficial  conlequences  to  the  li- 
berty of  mankind.  A  modern  ty- 
rant, who  (hould  find  no  refinance 
either  in  his  own  breaft,  br  in  his 
people,  would  foon  experience  a 
gentle  reftraint  from  the  example 
of  his  equals,  the  dread  of  prefent 
cenfure,  the  advice  of  his  allies, 
and  the  apprehenfion  of  his  ene- 
mies. The  objeft  of  his  difplea- 
fure,  efcaping  from  the  narrow 
limits  of  his  dominions,  would  ea- 
fjly  obtain,  in  a  happier  climate, 
a  iecure  refuge,  a  new  fortune  ade- 
quate to  his  merit,  the  freedom  of 
complaint,  and  perhaps  the  means 
of  revenge.  But  the  empire  of  the 
Romans  filled  the  world,  and  when 
that  empire  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
fingle  perfon,  the  world  became  a 
fee u re  and  dreary  prifon  for  his 
enemies.  The  flave  of  Imperial 
defpotifm,  whether  he  w/.s  con- 
demned to  drag  his  gilded  chain  in 
Rome  and  the  fenate,  or  to  wear 
out  a  life  of  exile  on  the  barren 
rock  of  Seriphus,  or  the  frozen 
banks  of  the  Danube,  expefted  his 
fate  in  filent  defpair.  To  refill 
was  fatal,  and  it  was  impoflihle  to 
fly.  On  every  fide  he  was  encom- 
paffed  with  a  vail  extent  of  fea  and 
land,  which  he  could  never  hope  to 
traverfe  without  being  difcovered, 
feized,  and  reflored  to  his  irritated 
mailer.  Beyond  the  frontiers,  his 
anxiouf 
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anxious  view  could  difcover  no- 
thing, except  the  ocean,  inhofpi- 
table  deferts.  hoftile  tribes  of  bar- 
barians, of  fierce  manners  and  un- 
known language,  or  dependent 
kings,  who  would  gladly  purchafe 
the  emperor's  protedlion  by  the  fa- 
crifice  of  an  obnoxious  fugitive. 
"  Wherever  you  are,"  faid  Cicero 
to  the  exiled  Marcclles,  **  remem- 
•'  ber  that  you  are  equally  within 
*'  the  power  of  our  conqueror." 

[For  a  farther  fpecimen  of  this 
work,  fee  pages  134 — 147  of  the 
fecond  part  of  this  volume.] 


An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Caujes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
By  Adam  Smith,  LL.D,  F.R,S. 
2  'vajs,  quarto. 

THE  growth  and  decay  of  na- 
tions have  frequently  afford- 
ed topics  of  admiration  and  com- 
plaint to  the  moralift  and  declaim- 
er  :  they  have  fometimes  exercifed 
the  fpeculations  of  the  politician  ; 
but ^ they  have  feldom  been  confi- 
dered  in  all  their  caufes  and  com- 
binations by  the  phiiofopher.  The 
French  oeconomical  wricers  un- 
doubtedly have  their  merit.  Within 
this  century  they  have  opened  the 
way  to  a  rational  theory,  on  the  fub- 
jedts  of  agriculture,  manufadlures, 
and  commerce.  But  no  one  work 
has  appeared  amongft  them,  nor 
perhaps  could  there  be  colIe<^ed 
from  the  whole  together,  any  thing 
to  be  compared  to  the  prefent  per- 
formance, for  fagacity  and  pene- 
tration of  mind,  extent  of  views, 
accurate  dil!in6l'on,  juft  and  natu- 
ral connexion  and  dependence  of 
parts,  it  is  a  compleat  analyfis 
of  foclety,  beginning  with  the  firlt 
rudiments  of  the  fimpleft  manual 
labour,  and  rifing  by  an  eafy  and 
Vol..  XIX, 


natural  gradation  to  the  highefl:  at- 
tainments of  mental  powers.  In 
which  courfe  not  or.ly  arts  and  coni- 
merce,  but  finance,  juflice,  public 
police,  the  ceconomy  of  armies, 
and  the  fyftem  of  education,  are 
confidered  and  argued  upon,  often 
profoundly,  always  plaufibly  and 
clearly  ;  many  of  the  fpeculations 
are  new,  and  time  will  be  required 
before  a  certain  judgment  can  be 
pafTed  on  their  truth  and  folidity. 

The  ftyle  of  the  author  may  be 
fometimes  thought  difFufe,  but  it 
mull  be  remembered  that  the  work 
is  didadlic,  that  the  author  means 
to  teach,  and  teach  things  that  are 
by  no  means  obvious. 

We  cannot  better  lUte  the  nature 
and  plan  of  his  work,  than  by  lay- 
ing before  the  reader  the  dodlor's 
own  very  Ihort  introdudlion, 

'*  The  annual  labour  of  every 
nation  is  the  fund  which  origi- 
nally fupplies  it  with  all  the  ne- 
cefTaries  and  conveniences  of  life 
which  it  annually  confumes,  and 
which  confifts  always,  either  in  the 
immediate  produce  of  that  labour, 
or  in  what  is  purchafed  with  that 
produce  from  other  nations. 

**  According,  therefore,  as  this 
produce,  or  what  is  purchafed  with 
it,  bears  a  greater  or  fmaller  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  thofe  who 
are  to  con  fume  it,  the  nation  will 
be  better  or  worfe  fupplied  with 
all  the  neceifaries  and  conveniences 
for  which  it  has  occafion. 

**  But  this  proportion  muft  in 
every  nation  be  regulated  by  two 
differentcircumlUnces  ;  firll,  by  the 
fkill,  dexterity,  and  judgment,  with 
which  labour  is  generally  applied 
in  it  ;  and,  fecondly,  by  the  pro- 
portion between  the  number  of 
thofe  who  are  employed  in  ufeful 
labour,  and  that  of  thofe  who  are 
not    fo   employed.     Whatever    be 
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the  foil,  climate,  or  extent  of  ter- 
ritory of  any  particular  nation,  the 
abundance  or  fcantinefs  of  its  an- 
nual fupply  muft,  in  that  particu- 
lar fituation,  depend  upon  thofe 
two  circumftances. 

**  The  abundance  or  fcantinefs  of 
this  fupply  too  feems  to  depend 
more  upon  the  former  of  thofe  two 
circumftances  than  upon  the  lat- 
ter. Among  the  favage  nations  of 
hunters  and  fifliers,  every  indivi- 
dual who  is  able  to  work,  is  more 
or  lefs  employed  in  ufeful  labour, 
and  endeavours  to  provide,  as  well 
as  he  can,  the  neceffaries  and  con- 
veniences of  life  for  himfelf,  and 
fuch  of  his  family  or  tribe  as  are 
either  too  old,  or  too  young,  or 
t«o  infirm  to  go  a  hunting  and 
Ifiihing.  Such  nations,  however, 
are  fo  miferably  poor,  that,  from 
mere  want,  they  are  frequently 
reduced,  or,  at  leaft,  think  them- 
felves  reduced,  to  the  neceffity 
Sometimes  of  diredly  deftroying, 
and  foDietimes  of  abandoning  their 
infants,  their  old  people,  and  thofe 
afflifted  with  lingering  difeafes, 
to  perilh  with  hunger,  or  to  be 
devoured  by  wild  beafts.  Among 
civilized  and  thriving  nations,  on 
the  contrary,  though  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  do  not  labour  at  all, 
many  of  whom  confume  the  pro- 
duce of  ten  times,  frequently  of  a 
hundred  times  more  labour  than 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  work  ; 
yet  the  produce  of  the  whole  la- 
bour of  the  fociety  is  fo  great,  that 
all  are  often  abundantly  fupplied, 
and  a  workman,  even  of  the  low- 
eft  and  pooreft  order,  if  he  is  fru- 
gal and  induftrious,  may  enjoy 
a  greater  (hare  of  the  neceffaries 
and  conveniences  of  life  than  it  is 
poflible  for  any  favage  to  acquire. 


**  The  caufes  of  this  improve- 
ment, in  the  produdlive  powers  of 
labour,  and  the  order  according 
to  which  its  produce  is  naturally 
diftributed  among  the  different 
ranks  and  conditions  of  men  in  th^ 
fociety,  make  the  fubjed  of  the  firft 
book  of  this  enquiry. 

♦*  Whatever  be  the  aflual  ftate 
of  the  fkill,  dexterity,  and  judg- 
ment with  which  labour  is  applied 
in  any  nation,  the  abundance  or 
fcantinefs  of  its  annual  fupply 
muft  depend,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  ftate,  upon  the 
proportion  between  the  number  of 
thofe  who  are  annually  employed 
in  ufeful  labour,  and  that  of  thofe 
who  are  not  fo  employed.  The 
number  of  ufeful  and  produftive 
labourers,  it  will  hereafter  appear, 
is  every  where  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  capital  ftock  which 
is  employed  in  fetting  them  to 
work,  and  to  the  particular  way 
in  which  it  is  fo  employed,  The  . 
Second  Book,  therefore,  treats  of  '; 
the  nature  of  capital  ftock,  of  the  ] 
manner  in  which  it  is  gradually 
accumulated,  and  cf  the  difterert 
quantities  of  labour  which  it  puts 
into  motion,  according  to  the  dif- 
rent  ways  in  which  it  is  em- 
ployed. 

♦*  Nations  tolerably  well  ad- 
vanced as  to  fkill,  dexterity,  and 
judgment,  in  the  application  of 
labour,  have  followed  very  differ- 
ent plans  in  the  general  condud 
ordiredion  of  it;  and  thofe  plans 
have  not  all  been  equally  favoura- 
ble to  the  greatnefs  of  its  produce. 
'J  he  policy  of  fome  nations  has 
given  extraordinary  encouragement 
to  the  induftry  of  the  country  ;  thac 
of  others  to  the  induftry  of  towns. 
Scarce  any  nation  has  dealt  equally 
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and  impartially  with  every  fort  of 
induftry.  Since  the  downfal  of 
the  Roman  empire,  the  policy  of 
Europe  has  been  more  favourable 
to  arts,  manufaftures  and  com- 
merce, the  induftry  of  towns ; 
than  to  agriculture,  the  indullry 
of  the  country.  The  circumllances 
which  feem  to  have  introduced  and 
€ftabli(hed  this  policy  are  explained 
in  the  Third  Book. 

"  Though  thofe  different  plans 
were,  perhaps,  firft  introduced  by 
the  private  interefts  and  prejudices 
of  particular  orders  of  men,  with- 
out any  regard  to,  or  foresight  of, 
their  confequences  upon  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  the  fociety  ;  yet  they 
have  given  occafion  to  very  differ- 
ent theories  of  political  ceconomy ; 
of  which  fomc  magnify  the  im- 
portance of  that  induftry  which  is 
carried  on  in  towns,  others  of  th^t 
which  is  carried  on  in  the  country. 
Thofe  theories  have  had  a  confider- 
able  influence,  not  only  upon  the 
opinions  of  men  of  learning,  but 
upon  the  public  condud  of  princes 
and  fovereign  ftates.  I  have  en- 
deavoured, in  the  Fourth  Book, 
to  explain,  as  fully  and  diftindlly 
as  I  can,  thofe  different  theories, 
and  the  principal  effe£ls  which 
they  have  produced  in  different  ages 
and  nations. 

••  in  what  has  confifted  the  re- 
venue of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  pr  what  is  the  nature  of 
thofe  funds  which,,  in  different 
ages  and  nations,  have  fupplied 
their  annual  confu!r">tion,  is  treat- 
ed of  in  thefe  four  firft  Books.  The 
Fifth  and  laft  Book  treats  of  the 
revenue  of  the  fovereign,  or  com- 
monwalth.  In  this  Book  I  have 
pde.ivoured  to  lliovv  ;  firft,  what 
the  neccflary  expence^  of  the 
ereign,orcommonweahh ;  which 


of  thofe  expences  ought  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  general  contribu- 
tion of  the  whole  fociety ;  and 
which  of  them,  by  that  of  fome 
particular  part  only,  or  of  fome 
particular  members  of  the  fociety  ; 
fecondly,  what  are  the  different 
methods  in  which  the  whole  fociety 
may  be  made  to  contribute  to- 
wards defraying  the  expences  in- 
cumbent on  t]ie  whole  fociety, 
and  what  are  the  principal  advan- 
tages and  inconveniences  of  each 
of  thofe  '  methods  ;  and,  thirdly 
and  laftly,  what  are  the  reafons 
and  caufes  which  have  induced 
alrapft  all  ipodern  governnients  tp 
mortgage  fome  part  of  this  revenue, 
or  to  contrail  debts,  and  what  have 
been  the  efFe£ls  of  thofe  debts  upon 
the  real  wealth,  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  the  land  and  labour  of  the 
fociety." 


The  Hljlory  of  the  Reign  of  Philip 
the  Second,  King  of  Spain.  By 
Robert  Watfoo,  LL.D.  z  voir, 
qua.  to. 

WHATEVER  preference 
may,  in  other  refpefts,  be 
given  to  former  times,  the  pre- 
lent  age,  it  muft  be  allowed,  has 
retrieved  our  country  from  the  re- 
proach it  lay  under,  of  a  deficiency 
of  good  hiftorians.  Mr.  Watfon 
has  increafed  the  nunjber  of  good 
writers  in  tbis  line.  He  has  chofen 
a  period,  that  muft  ever  be  inter- 
e  cing,  whilrt  religious  and  civil 
liberty  hold  their  natural  and  pro- 
per eftima:ion. 

There  cannot  perhaps  be  found 
in  hiftory,  a  ftory  of  more  inftruc- 
tion  to  thofe  who  govern  mankind, 
if  inftrudlion  were,  as  people  ima- 
gine it,  the  certain  confequence  oF 
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example.  But  the  fame  paflions 
and  prejudices  feem  to  govern 
human  aftions  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tions,  through  all  ages,  and  in  all 
countries. 

Men  do  not  view  the  fcene,  in 
which  they  themfelves  are  the 
aftors,  with  the  fame  cool  eye  of 
impartiality,  with  which  they  judge 
of  the  condud:  of  thofe  who  have 
trod  the  ftage  before  them ;  or, 
they  flatter  themfelves  that  they 
fhall  condud  themfelves  with 
more  prudence  and  difcretion  in 
the  fame  courfe,  which  has  brought 
on  the  ruin  of  others ;  or,  attribut- 
ing a  great  deal  to  chance,  they 
truil  that  they  (hall  have  better  for- 
tune than  thofe  whofailed  in  fimilar 
attempts  before  them  ;  or,  which 
is,  we  fear,  moft  probable,  they 
think  little  of  what  has  been  done 
before,  and  indulging  themfelves  in 
thehopes  of  obtaining  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  objeft  they  are  at  the  mo- 
ment in  purfuit  of,  they  precipitate 
themfelves  into  action,  and  leave 
it  to  their  pollerity  to  exercife  the 
fame  difcernment  on  their  condu^i:, 
which  they  very  unprofitably  find 
nodifficulty  in  paifingon  the  paflions 
and  miftakes  of  the  times  that  went 
before  them.  But  if  we  are  oblig- 
ed reluflantly  to  admit,  that  hif- 
tory  does  not  convey  that  fure  in- 
ftrudion  and  warning,  which  a 
plcafing  theory  might  make  us 
hope  it  did,  we  mull  at  leall  allow, 
that  the  labours  of  the  hillorian 
are  not  wailed.  The  mind  full  of 
energy,  as  well  as  reflexion,  de- 
lights in  the  contemplation  of 
^dlive  life. 

The  reprefentanon  of  real  tran- 
faflions  in  the  great  and  bu fy 
fcenesof  the  world,  certainly  make 
a  deeper  and  more  aflxding   im- 


preflion,  than  the  mofl:  lively  exer-* 
tions  of  fancy  and  imagination  can 
imprefs,  or  the  confideration  of 
merely  fpeculative  truth  can  fur- 
nifli. 

Hifl:ory  is  naturally  of  a  mcrq 
grave  and  fober  call  than  poetry 
or  romance  ;  but  the  hiftorian,whQ 
is  worthy  of  that  name,  will  find 
means  even  to  indulge  his  fancy  and 
imagination,  as  well,  though  not 
as  wantonly,  as  the  poet ;  and  the 
real  tranfadlions  of  man  are  of  fa 
fl:range  and  furprifmg  a  nature, 
that  the  romance-writer  will  envy 
the  hiftorian  the  inftances  of  the 
marvellous  that  offer  themfelves  in, 
the  relation  of  true  hifl,ory.  The 
fiege  of  Malta,  which  we  (hall 
make  our  extraft  from  Dr.  VVat-^  ' 
fon's  hiflory,  is  of  that  kind.  The  i 
reader  will  find  our  author  animat- 
ed  with  the  fubjed;  he  gives  the  ■ 
ftory  with  all  the  warmth  and  fpi- 
rit  that  fo  great,  fo  wonderful,  fq 
gallant  a  condu6l  as  that  fuccefsful 
defence  of  Malta  could  excite. 

But    if   the    gallantry    of    the 
knights  of   Malta  commands  our 
veneration;  we  mufl:,  in  the  fame 
proportion,    contemn    and     abhor  I 
the   little  politicks,    not   lefs    un-  j 
wife    than    bafe,    of    Philip,   who 
riiked  the  lofs  of  that  place,  of  fuch 
infinite    confequence    to     himfelf, 
and  to  the  chriHian   caufe,  which 
he  afl^e^ted   to  make  the  objefl  of  ' 
his  reign.     It  is  no  lefs  wonderful 
than    lamentable,    to  confider  the  ' 
charafter  of  Philip,  whofe  reign  is 
the    fubjedl   of   this    hiilory,    and 
whofe  difpofition  gave  rife  to  ma- 
ny important  events.     Ungrateful 
to  the  moll  indulgent  and  fondcil 
of   fathers,   and    the    murderer   of 
his  own  fon,  without  one  amiabl? 
quality  to  recommend  him  to  the 
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love  or  refpeft  of  the  world  ;  of  a 
fecluded  life,  abforbed  in  the  one 
chymerical  idea  of  raifing  his  own 
perfonal  authority,  and  making  it 
the  unenviable  merit  of  his  reign, 
that  he  would  rather  forego  the 
government  of  his  fubjefts,  than  not 
force  them  to  worftiip  their  God  in 
the  forms  and  manner  he  had  bim- 
felf  been  brought  up  ;  if  there  is 
any  merit  in  this,  and  that  oblli- 
Tiacy  in  fuch  ideas  and  fuch  pur- 
fuits  is  a  virtue,  Philip  has  a 
claim  to  one  virtue.  He  adlually 
did  forego  his  government,  fooner 
than  indulge  liberty  of  confcience  ; 
and  the  whole  ufe  he  made  of  that 
vafl  force  by  which  his  father  had 
nearly  attained  univerfal  monar- 
chy, was  to  leflen  that  empire, 
and  to  leave  a  lading  debility  in 
the  power  which  he  had  abufed. 

The  world  has  been  in  a  prac- 
tice of  admiring  this  prince  as  a 
great  politician ;  we  confefs  our- 
felves  at  a  lofs  to  juftify  this  opi- 
nion ;  we  can  fee  no  depth  or  ex- 
tent of  mind,  that  can  rank  him 
among  the  able  ftatefmen  ;  his  vail 
power  enabled  him  to  continue  his 
ill-judged  purfuits;  and  this  ob- 
ftinacy  has  been  dignified  with  the 
name  of  fiimnefs. 

Mr.  Watfon  has  chofen  his  fub- 
jefl  well,  and  managed  it  with 
great  ability  ;  his  ftyle  is  clear  and 
unafFeiTted,  and  his  obfervations  in 
general  profound,  and  fuch  as 
tend  to  lead  his  reader  into  juH: 
and  reafonable contemplations  upon 
the  matter  he  relates. 

The  following  is  the  extraft  from 
this  work. 

«•  At  lengih  the  Turkilh  fleet, 
having  left  Conftantinople  in  the 
end  of  March,  arrived  in  fight  of 
Malta  about  the  middle  of  May  ; 


confiding  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred fail,  and  having  on  boards 
befides  a  great  number  of  chrif- 
tian  flaves,  defigned  to  ferve  as 
pioneers,  above  forty  thoufand 
land  forces,  compofed  chiefly  of 
Janifl!"aries  and  Spahis,  the  braved 
foldiers  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
This  formidable  army  landed  at 
fome  diftancc  from  II  Borgo,  and 
foon  afterwards  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  country  ;  fetting  fire  to 
the  villages,  putting  the  peafants 
to  the  fword,  and  carrying  off 
fuch  of  the  cattle  as,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  orders  of  the  grand- 
mafter,  had  not  been  fecured  with- 
in the  forts  and  towns. 

"  While  the  Turks  were  thus 
employed.  La  Valette  [the  grand- 
marter]  fent  out  de  Copier,  marflial 
of  the  order,  with  two  hundred 
horfe  and  fix  hundred  foot,  to 
watch  their  motions.  De  Copier, 
an  officer  of  great  experience,  exe- 
cuted his  commiflion  with  fo  much 
prudence  and  vigour,  that  by  fal- 
ling unexpededly  on  detached  par- 
ties, he  cut  off  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  of  the  Turks,  with  the 
lofs  of  only  about  eighty  men. — 

*'  The  Turkiih  general  held  a 
council  of  war  as  foon  as  all  his 
troops  were  landed,  to  aflill  him 
in  refolving  where  he  ihould  begin 
his  attack.  Piali,  agreeably  to 
what  he  underftood  to  have  been 
the  Sultan's  inllruftions,  was  of 
opinion  that  they  ought  not  to  en- 
ter upon  adion  till  Dragut  ihould 
arrive.  But  Muftapha  having 
received  information  of  the  king  of 
Spain's  preparations,  thought  that 
fomething  mull  be  done  inllantly 
for  the  fecuriiyof  the  fleet  ;  which 
lay  at  prefent  in  a  creek  where  it 
was  expofed  to  the  violence  of  the 
K  3  eaft 
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eafft  wind,  and  might  b6  attacked 
with  great  advantage  by  the  Spa- 
niards. On  this  account  lie  was 
of  opinion,  that  they  Ihould  inV- 
mediately  liay  iiege  to  a  fort  called 
St.  Elmo,  which  (Ibod  oh  a  neck 
of  land  near  11  Bcrgo,  having  the 
principal  harbour  ort  one  fide  of 
it,  and  on  the  other  another  har- 
bour large  enough  to  contain  the 
whole  fleet  in  fafety.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  approved  by  a  majority 
of  the  council,  and  Muftapha  pro- 
ceeded without  delay  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  He  vainly  ex- 
peded  that  he  would  be  able  to 
reduce  the  fort  in  a  few  days. — — 

**  La  Valette  did  not  expeft 
that  a  place  which  was  neither 
ftrong,  nor  large  enough  to  admit 
a  numerous  garrifon,  could  be 
defended  long,  aeainlt  (o  great  a 
force  as  was  employed  to  reduce 
it ;  but  he  thought  it  necelTary 
that  the  fiege  of  this  fort  fhould 
be  prolonged  as  much  as  pollibie, 
in  order  to  give  the  viceroy  of 
Sicily  time  to  come  to  his  relief. 
With  this  view  he  refblved  to 
throw  himfelf  into  St.  Elmo  with 
a  feleft  body  of  troops ;  and  he 
was  preparing  to  fet  out  when  the 
whole  body  ot  knights  remonllrat- 
ed  with  fuch  earneft  importunity 
againft  his  leaving  the  town,  that 
he  at  lall  con  Tented  to  fuffer  the 
j^einforcement  which  he  had  pre- 
pared, to  be  condufted  to  the  fort 
by  a  knight  called  De  Medran, 
upon  whofe  conduift  and  intrepidi- 
ty he  could  rely  with  the  moll  af- 
/ured  confidence. 

**  Not  long  after  De  Medran's 
arrival  in  the  fort,  the  garrifon 
made  a  vigorous  fally,  in  which 
they  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
intrenchmenrs,  and  put  a  number 
ef  them  to   the  fword.      liur  the 


refl  foon  recovered  from  their 
furprife,  and  having  returned  to 
the  charge,  they  compelled  the 
Chriftiahs  to  retire.  In  this  ren- 
counter, the  vigorous  efforts  of 
the  JanifTaries  were  favoured  by 
the  wind,  which  blew  the  fmok^ 
6f  the  guns  upon  the  fort,  and  co- 
vered the  befieged  with  a  thick 
cloud,  through  which  it  was  im- 
pbflible  to  difcern  the  operations  of 
the  enemy.  This  incident  the 
Turks  had  the  prefence  of  mind 
to  improve  to  great  advantage. 
They  feized,  unperceived,  upon 
the  counterfcarp,  made  a  lodge- 
Aent  there  with  beams,  wooifacks, 
and  gabions ;  and  raifed  a  bat- 
tery upon  it  with  incredible  ex- 
pedition. After  the  fmoke  was 
difperfed,  the  befieged  beheld 
what  had  been  done  with  much 
allonilhment ;  and  they  were  the 
more  difquieted,  as  the  fortificar 
tidn  which  the  Turks  had  raifed 
upon  the  counterfcarp  overtopped 
a  ravelin  which  lay  near  it,  in 
which  the  befieged  could  no  longer 
appear  with  fafeiy.  They  refolv- 
ed  however  to  defend  this  ravelin 
as  long  as  poffible,  whatever  it 
Ihould  coll  them. 

**  In  the  mean  time  Dragut  and 
another  noted  corfair  called  Ulu- 
chiali  arrived  with  twenty  gallies, 
having,  befides  Haves  and  f°a- 
men,  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
troops  on  board.  This  reinforce- 
ment arid  the  prefence  of  Dra- 
gut, added  frefh  vigour  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the  liege.  This  gallant 
corfair  expofed  himfelf  on  all  oc- 
cafions  with  the  utmoft  intrepidity  ; 
fpent  whole  days  in  the  trenches  j 
and  as,  befides  his  other  extraor- 
dinary talents,  he  was  particular- 
ly lliilful  in  the  man-'gement  oF 
arvillcry,  he  caufed  iomc  new  bac« 
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tcries  to  be  raifed  in  more  advan- 
tageous fituations  than  had  hitherto 
been  made  choice  of;  and  kept  up 
a  continual  fire  both  upon  the  ra- 
velin above  mentioned,  and  a  ca- 
valier that  covered  the  fort,  and 
was  one  of  its  principal  defences. 

*•  This  cavalier  foon  became  the 
only  defence  which  could  prevent 
the  befiegers  from  coming  up  to 
the  very  foot  of  the  walls.  Some 
Turkilh  engineers  having  ap- 
proached the  ravelin  at  day- break, 
to  examine  the  effeds  of  their  ar- 
tillery, they  obferved  a  gun-port 
fo  low,  that  one  of  them,  when 
mounted  on  the  fhoulders  of  ano- 
ther, looked  into  it,  and  faw  the 
chriltian  foldiers  lying  on  the 
ground  afleep.  Of  this  they  gave 
immediate  information  to  the 
troops;  who,  advancing  as  quickly 
and  filentiy  as  poffible,  and  clap- 
ping ladders  to  the  gun-hole,  got 
up  into  the  ravelin,  and  cut  moil 
of  the  chriftians  to  pieces. 

•*  Between  this  ravelin  and  the 
cavalier  lay  the  ditch,  over  which 
the  befieged  had  thrown  a  tempo- 
rary bridge  of  planks,  leading  up 
to  the  cavalier.  The  Turks  per- 
ceiving this,  leapt  inftantly  upon 
the  bridge,  and  attempted  to  make 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  cavalier, 
as  they  had  already  done  of  the 
ravelin.  But  the  garrifon  was 
now  alarmed  ;  the  braveft  of  ihe 
knights  hallened  from  different 
quarters  to  the  poll  of  danger  ; 
and,  after  an  obftinate  engage, 
mcnt,  they  compelled  the  I  urks 
to  retire  into  the  ravelin.  There 
oblerving  another  way  of  reaching 
the  cavalier,  by  a  path  trcm  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch,  they  threw 
themfelves  down  withou:  dread  or 
hefitation  ;  and  having  afcendcd 
by  thii>  path    to    the  other   fide. 


they  renewed  their  attack  with 
greater  fury  than  ever.  The  com- 
bat laftcd  from  fun -rife  till  noon, 
when  the  invincible  bravery  of  the 
garrifon  proved  at  laft  vidorious. 
About  twenty  knights  and  a  hun- 
dred foldiers  were  killed,  and  near 
three  thoufand  of  the  enemy. 

**  As  the  ravelin  was  open  oa 
the  fide  towards  the  fort,  the  be- 
fieged pointed  fome  cannon  againft' 
it,  and  made  great  havoc  among 
the  infidels.  But  Muftapha,  fen- 
fible  of  the  value  of  the  acquifition 
which  he  had  made,  poured  in 
freih  foldiers  without  number ; 
and  the  pioneers  coming  forward 
with  wool-facks,  planks,  and  ga- 
bions, put  the  troops  at  length  in 
fafety,  and  made  a  lodgment  ia 
the  ravelin,  of  which  the  garri- 
fon were  never  able  to  difpoffefs 
them. 

*'  The  grand-mafler's  concern 
on  account  of  this  difaller  was 
greatly  augmented,  by  confidering 
that  it  could  not  have  happened  fo 
foon,  without  fome  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  garrifon.  He  fent 
them  however  an  immediate  rein- 
forcement ;  and  both  the  fiege  and 
the  defence  were  carried  on  with 
the  fame  vigour  as  before. 

**  But  the  fituation  of  the  be- 
fieged was  now  become  much  more 
dangerous  than  formerly.  The 
Turks  applied  themfelves  with 
unremitting  diligence  to  heighten 
the  ravelin  till  it  overtopt  the  wail 
of  the  fort ;  and  after  thb,  the 
garrifon  could  no  longer  appear 
upon  the  parapet  with  fafety. 
M^ny  were  killed  by  the  enemy's 
artillery.  Several  breaches  were 
n)ade  in  different  parts  of  the 
v^ull,  and  the  hearts  of  thi  brav* 
e.i  knights    began  to  fail  within 
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**  They  agreed  therefore,  though 
with  much  reluftance,  to  apply 
to  the  grand-mafter  for  liberty  to 
quit  the  fort ;  and  they  made 
choice  of  the  chevalier  de  Medran 
for  their  mefTenger.  De  Medran 
reprefented  that  the  fort  was  in 
reality  no  longer  tenable,  and  that 
to  continue  in  it,  though  only 
a  few  days>  would  infallibly  oc- 
cafion  the  utter  dellruftion  of  the 
garrifbn. 

"  Moft  of  the  knights  in  coun- 
cil thought  that  this  requeft  of  the 
garrifon  ought  to  be  immediately 
granted.  But  la  Valette  was  of  a 
contrary  opinion.— This  he  re- 
prefented to  the  chevalier  de  Me- 
dian, and  fent  him  back  with  in- 
llruAions  to  remind  the  knights  of 
the  vow  which  they  took  at  their 
entrance  into  the  Order,  of  facri- 
ficing  their  lives  for  its  defence. 
He  likewife  bade  him  affure  them, 
in  his  name,  that  he  would  not 
fail  to  fend  them  fuch  reinforce- 
ments as  they  fhould  Hand  in  need 
of,  and  was  determined,  as  foon 
as  it  (hould  be  necelTary,  to  come 
himfelf  to  their  affiftance,  with  a 
fixed  unalterable  purpofe  to  lay 
down  his  life,  fooner  than  deliver 
the  fort  into  the  hands  of  the  in- 
fidels. 

'*  This  anfwcr  had  the  defired 
elFedl  on  feveral  of  the  knights,  and 
particularly  on  thofe  whofe  princi- 
ples of  honour  and  attachment  to 
the  Order  were  confirmed  by  years. 
B,ut  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
-much  diflatisfied.  They  thought 
the  grand-mafter*s  treatment  of 
them  harfh  and  cruel,  and  wrote 
him  a  letter,  fubfcribed  by  fifty- 
three,  in  which,  after  repeating 
their  former  requeft,  they  informed 
him,  that  if  he  did  not,  on  the 
next  night,    fend  boats    to   carry 


them  to  the  town,  they  were  de- 
termined to  fally  out  into  the 
Turkifli  camp,  where  they  might 
fall  honourably  by  the  fword,  in- 
ftead  of  fuffering  fuch  an  ignomi- 
nious death  as  they  had  reafon  ta 
expedl,  if  the  fort  were  taken  by 
ftorm,  , 

••  To  this  letter  la  Valette  re- 
plied, '*  That  they  were  much 
millaken,  if  they  expedled  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  honour  by  throwing  away 
their  lives ;  fince  it  was  no  lefs  their 
duty  to  fubmit  to  his  authority, 
than  to  facrificc  their  lives  in  de- 
fence of  the  Order :  that  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  whole  depended 
on  their  prefent  obedience  to  his 
commands  r  that  no  aid  was  to  be 
expelled  from  Spain,  if  the  fort 
were  given  up  ;  and  that,  if  he 
fhould  yield  to  their  requeft,  and 
bring  them  to  the  town,  the  town 
itfelf  would  then  be  immediately 
inverted,  and  they,  as  well  as  the 
reft,  foon  afterwards  reduced  to  a 
fituation  more  defperate  than  that 
from  which  they  were  fo  folicitous 
to  efcape,  by  deferting  an  import- 
ant ftation  which  they  had  under- 
taken to  defend.'*  Befides  this 
letter,  he  fent  three  commiflion- 
ers  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
fortifications;  intending  by  this 
meafure  either  to  gain  time,  or  to 
prevent  the  garrifon  from  finking 
into  defpair. 

"  Thefe  commiftioners  differed 
widely  in  the  accounts  which  they 
delivered  at  their  return.  Two  of 
them  thought  it  impoflible  to  de- 
fend the  fort  much  longer.  But 
the  third,  named  Conftantine  Caf- 
triot,  a  Greek  prince,  delcended 
from  the.  famous  Albanian  hero, 
Scanderbeg,  whether  from  igno- 
rance, or  a  confcioufnefs  of  greater 
refources  in  his  native  courage  than 
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the  other  two  poflefled,  maintained 
that  the  garrifon  was  far  from 
being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremi- 
ty ;  and  to  give  proof  how  firmly 
he  was  periuaded  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid,  he  offered  to  enter 
the  fort  himfelf,  and  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  it  with  fuch  troops 
as  fliould  be  willing  to  accompany 
him. 

*'  The  grand-mafter,  ftrongly 
imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  the  nc- 
ceffity  of  protracting  the  fiege,  im- 
mediately accepted  this  offer,  and 
bellowed  the  higheft  encomiums 
on  Caftriot's  zeal  and  refolution. 
Nor  did  Caftriot  find  any  difficulty 
in  perfuading  a  fufficient  number 
to  attend  him,  who  were  no  lefs 
zealous  and  refolute  than  him- 
felf. The  foldiers  crowded  to  his 
ftandard,  and  were  emulous  to  have 
their  names  enrolled  for  that  dan- 
gerous fervice  in  which  he  had  en- 
gaged . 

**  When  la  Valette  faw  the  fpi- 
rit  by  which  thefe  men  were  ani- 
mated, and  had  no  longer  any 
doubt  of  being  able,  by  their 
means,  to  prolong  the  fiege  of  the 
fort,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  knights, 
acquainting  them,  that  he  was 
now  willing  to  give  them  their 
difcharge  ;  and  would  immediate- 
ly fend  another  garrifon,  into  whofe 
hands,  he  defired,  they  fhould  be 
ready  to  deliver  up  the  fort,  and 
come  themfelves  to  the  town,  in  the 
boats  in  which  their  fuccefTors  were 
to  be  tranfported. 

**  The  contents  and  flyle  of  this 
letter  affeded  the  knights  in  the 
moft  fenfible  manner,  and  roufed 
within  them  that  delicate  fenfe  of 
honour,  by  which  the  Order  had 
been  fo   long     and    fo    eminently 

dllcinguifhed. They  refolved 

without  hefitation  to  remain  in  the 


fort  till  every  man  ftiould  perifh, 
rather  than  either  deliver  it  to  the 
new  garrifon,  or  abandon  it  to 
the  enemy.  And  they  went  in  a 
body  to  the  governor,  and  in^ 
treated  him  to  inform  the  grand- 
mafter  of  their  repentance,  and  to 
join  with  them  in  praying  that  they 
might  be  fuffered  to  wipe  out  the 
remembrance  of  their  fault  by  their 
future  conduft. 

**  The  grand-mafter  fuflercd 
himfelf  at  laft  to  be  overcome  ; 
and  henceforth  the  garrifon,  dif- 
miffing  all  thoughts  of  their  own 
fafety,  were  intent  on  nothing  but 
how  to  prolong  the  defence. 

«•  The  grand-matter  fent  them 
every  night  frefli  troops,  to  fupply 
the  place  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed ;  and  kept  them  welUfurnilhed 
with  provifions,  ammunition,  and 
fire-works.  Of  thefe  laft  he  had 
invented  a  particular  kind,  which 
confifted  of  hoops  of  wood,  covered 
with  wool,  and  fteeped  in  boiling 
oil,  and  other  inflammable  liquors, 
mixed  with  nitre  and  gunpowder. 
To  thefe  machines  they  fet  fire, 
and  threw  them  flaming  in  the 
midft  of  the  enemy,  when  they 
were  crouded  together  at  an  af- 
fault.  It  happened  often  that  two 
or  three  of  the  Turks  were  hook- 
ed together  and  fcorched  to  death  ; 
and  the  utmoft  confufion  was 
produced  wherever  they  were 
thrown. 

**  The  befieged  ftood  much  in 
need  of  this,  and  every  other  in- 
ftrument  of  mifchief,  that  could 
be  devifed  for  their  defence.  In 
fpite  of  the  moft  vigorous  oppofi- 
tion,  the  Turks  had  call  a  bridge 
over  the  ditch,  and  begun  to  'ap 
and  undermine  the  wall.  From 
the  17th  of  June  to  the  14th  of 
July,  not  a  fingle  day  paifed  without 
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fomc  rencounter;  and  Muftapha 
had  frequently  attempted  to  fcale 
the  wall  of  the  fort,  but  had  been 
as  often  repulfed  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  of  the  bravell  of  his 
iroops. 

*'  Afhamed  at  having  been  de- 
tained fo  long    before  a  place  of 
fuch    inconfiderable    ftrengch,    he 
refolved  to  make  one  great  deci- 
five  effort,  and  to  bring  to  the  af- 
fault   as    many    of  his    forces    as 
the  {ituation  of   the  place  would 
permit  him   to  employ.     He   had 
already  made    feveral    breaches ; 
but  in  order  to  fecurc  the  fuccefs 
of  the  affault  which   he   now  in- 
tended, he  kept  his  batteries  play- 
ing all  the  15th  without  intermif- 
fion,  till  the  wall  on  that  fide  where 
he  defigned  his  attack  was  almoft 
level  with  the  rock.     On  the  i6th 
the  fleet  was  drawn  up  before  fun- 
xife  as  near  the  fort  as  the  depth 
of  the  water   would  allow ;    four 
thoufand    mufketeers  and    archers 
were   ftaiioned    in    the    trenches  ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  troops,   upon 
a  fignal   given,   advanced    to  the 
breach.      The  garrifon  was    pre- 
pared to  receive  them.    The  breach 
was  lined  with  feveral  ranks  of  fol- 
diers,  having    the    knights  inter- 
fperfed    among    them    at    certain 
diftances.     The  Turks  attempted 
often   to  break    through   this    de- 
termined band,  and  to  overpower 
them   with    their    numbers.      But 
their  numbers  ferved  only  to  aug- 
ment the  lofs  which  they  fullain- 
ed.     Every  Ihot  from  the  fort  did 
execution.      The    artillery    made 
dreadful  havock  among  them,  and 
the  burning  hoops  were  employed 
with  aitonifhing  fuccefs.     The  no- 
velty of  thefe  machines,  and  the 
fhrieks  of  tho/e  y^ho  were  caught 
,  in  thfim,  added  greatly  to  the  ter- 


ror which  they  infpired,  and  made 
it  impolTible  for  the  Turkifn  officers 
to  keep  their  men  firm  and  fteady 
in  purfuing  the  advantages  which, 
had  they  preferved  their  ranks, 
their  numbers  muft  have  infallibly 
acquired. 

••  At  length  Muilapha,  after 
having  continued  the  affault  for 
more  than  fix  hours,  without  gain- 
ing a  fingle  inch  of  ground  on  the 
befieged,  gave  orders  for  founding 
a  retreat. 

**  In  this  attack  the  garrifon 
loft  about  twenty  knights  and  three 
hundred  foldiers ;  but  this  lofs 
was'  immediately  fupplied  by  a 
reinforcement  from  the  town  :  and 
Muftapha  was  at  laft  convinced, 
that,  unlefs  the  communication 
between  the  fort  and  the  town  were 
cut  off,  it  would  be  impofTible  to 
bring  the  fiege  of  the  former  to  a 
period,  while~-any  troops  remained 
in  any  other  part  of  the  ifland. 
By  the  advice  of  Dragut  he  re- 
folved to  extend  his  trenches  and 
batteries,  on  the  fide  next  to  the 
town,  till  they  fhould  reach  to 
that  part  of  the  fea,  or  great  har- 
bour, where  thofe  fupplies  were 
landed  which  the  grand-mader 
daily  fent  to  the  garrifon.  This 
undertaking,  he  knew,  muft  be 
attended  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty, becaufe  all  the  fpace  be- 
tween his  entrenchments  and  the 
point  to  which  it  was  neceftary  to 
extend  them,  lay  expofed  to  the 
artillery  both  of  fort  St.  Elmo 
and  St.  Angelo.  In  viewing  the 
ground,  a  Sangiac,  in  whom  he 
put  confidence,  was  killed  by  his 
fide;  and,  which  was  ftill  a  more 
irreparable  lofs,  Dragut  received 
a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  days.  This  did  not  how- 
ever difcouragc  l\^uftapha  from 
purfuing 
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porfuing  his  defign.  By  employ- 
ing his  troops  and  pioneers  at  the 
work  day  and  night  without  in- 
termiffion,  he  at  length  carried  it 
into  execution.  Then  having 
planted  batteries  along  the  (bore, 
and  £lled  his  trenches  with  mufke- 
teers,  it  was  impoflible  for  any 
boat  to  pafs  from  the  town  to  the 
fort,  without  the  moft  imminent 
danger  of  either  being  funk  or 
intercepted. 

"  After  this  precaution,  he  re- 
fumed  with  frefh  vigour  his  at- 
tempt to  take  the  fort  by  ftorm. 
On  the  twency-firft,  he  made  four 
different  aflaults  ;  all  of  which  the 
garrifon  withftood,  and,  in  re- 
pulfing  fo  many  thoufand  brave 
and  well-difciplined  troops,  dif- 
played  a  degree  of  prowefs  and 
fortitude  which  almoft  exceeds  be- 
lief, and  is  beyond  the  power  of 
defciiption.  But  this  heroic  gar- 
rifon was  now  exceedingly  reduc- 
ed in  number;  and  there  was  the 
ftrongeft  reafon  to  apprehend,  that, 
in  one  affault  more,  they  muft  in- 
evitably be  overpowered,  unlefs  a 
reinforcement  were  fent  them  from 
the  town.  Of  their  defperate  fuu- 
ation  they  gave  intelligence  to  the 
grand-mafter,  by  one  who  fwam 
acrofs  the  harbour  in  the  night. 
The  boats  were  inllantly  filled  with 
knights  and  other  foldiers,  who 
generoufly  refolved  to  devote  them- 
felves  to  certain  deftrudion,  for  the 
general  fafety,  and  the  pieferva- 
tion  of  the  fort.  They  fet  oiF 
from  the  town  with  as  much  ala- 
crity as  if  they  had  entertained  the 
moll  fanguine  hope  of  vidory ; 
but  they  found  the  Turks  every 
where  fo  much  upon  their  guard, 
and  the  lines  fo  ftrongly  de- 
fended, that,  after  feveral  fruitlefs 
attempts  tpiaad,  they  were  at  lail 


obliged  to  return,  deprefled  with 
forrow  for  the  fate  of  their  brave 
companions. 

"  The  garrifon  now  defpairing 
of  relief,  gave  themfelves  up  for 
loft;  but  inftead  of  either  capitu- 
lating or  attempting  to  efcape, 
they  prepared  for  death,  and  paf- 
fed  the  night  in  prayer,  and  ia 
receiving  the  facrament ;  after 
which,  they  embraced  one  another 
tenderly,  and  then  repaired  to 
their  refpeflive  polls ;  while  fuch 
of  the  wounded  as  had  been  dif- 
abled  from  walking  were,  at 
their  own  earneft  defire,  carried 
to  the  fide  of  the  breach,  where 
they  waited,  without  difmay,  for 
the  approach  of  the  Turkifti  army. 

**  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-third  of  July,  the  Turks 
advanced  to  the  aiTault,  with  loud 
fliout?,  as  to  certain  vidory,  which 
they  believed  fo  fmall  a  handful  of 
men  as  now  remained  in  the  fort 
would  not  dare  to  difpute  with 
them.  Jn  this  expeclation  they 
were  difappointed.  The  garrifon 
being  refolved  on  death,  and  def- 
pifing  danger,  were  more  than 
men,  and  exerted  a  degree  of 
prowefs  and  valour  that  filled  their 
enemies  with  amazement.  The 
combat  lafted  upwards  of  four 
hours,  till  not  only  every  knight, 
but  every  fcldier  had  fallen,  ex- 
cept two  or  three  who  faved  the.Ti* 
felves  by  fwimming.  The  Turkifh 
colours  were  then  planted  on  the 
ramparts;  and  the  fleet  entered  the 
harbour  which  the  fort  command- 
ed in  a  kind  of  triumph,  Wheft 
Mullapha  took  a  view  of  the  fort, 
and  examined  its  fize  and  fortifica- 
tions, he  could  not  refrain  frotn 
faying,  *'  What  will  not  the  fa- 
ther cod  us,  (meaning  the  towq^) 
when  the  fon>  who  is  fo  fmull,  has 
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Coft  To  many  thoufands  of  our 
bravcft  troops."  But  this  reflec- 
tion, far  from  exciting  his  admi- 
ration of  that  heroic  fortitude 
which  he  had  found  fo  difficult  to 
overcome,  ferved  only  to  infpire 
him  with  a  brutal  fury.  He  or- 
dered all  fuch  of  the  garrifon  as 
were  found  lying  on  the  breach 
alive  to  be  ript  open,  and  their 
hearts  torn  out.  And  as  an  in- 
fult  on  the  knights  and  their  reli- 
gion, he  caufed  their  dead  bodies 
10  be  fearched  for,  and  large 
galhes  to  be  made  in  them,  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  after  which  he  tied 
them  on  planks,  and  threw  them 
into  the  fea,  to  be  carried  by  the 
wind  and  tide  to  the  town,  or  fort 
St.  Angelo. 

"  The  grand-mailer  was  at  firft 
jnelted  into  tears  at  this  (hocking 
fpe£lacle  ;  but  his  grief  was  foon 
converted  into  indignation  and  re- 
venge: and  thefe  paflions  betray- 
ed him  into  an  aflion  unwoithy  of 
the  exalted  charafter  which  he 
bore.  In  order  to  teach  the  Balha, 
as  he  pretended,  to  make  war 
with  lefs  barbarity,  he  caufed  all 
the  Turks  whom  he  had  taken  pri- 
foners  to  be  maflacred  ;  and  then 
putting  their  heads  into  his  largeft 
cannon,  he  ftiot  them  into  the 
TurkiQi  camp. 

**  In  the  fiege  which  has  been 
related,  the  Order  loft  about  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  in- 
cluding one  hundred  and  thirty 
of  the  braveft  knights. • 

*'  Muftapha  vainly  imagined, 
that  being  intimidated  by  the 
fate  of  their  companions,  they 
would  be  now  inclined  to  liften  to 
terms  of  capitulation  ;  and  in  this 
hope  he  fent  an  officer  with  a 
white  flag  to  one  of  the  gates,  at- 
tended by  a  chriftian  flave>  dcfign- 


ed  to  ferve  for  his  Interpreter,  The 
Turk  was  not  allowed  to  entei' 
within  the  town  ;  but  the  chriltian 
was  admitted,  and  was  led  through 
feveral  ranks  of  foldiers  under  arms 
by  an  officer,  who,  after  fhewing 
him  all  the  fortifications  of  the 
place,  defired  him  to  take  parti- 
cular notice  of  the  depth  and 
breadth  of  the  ditch,  and  faid  td 
him,  **  See  there,  the  only  fpot  we 
Can  afix)rd  your  general ;  and  there 
we  hope  foon  to  bury  him  and  all 
his  JanifTaries.** 

•*  This  infulting  fpeech  being 
reported  by  the  flave,  excited  in  the 
fiery  mind  of  the  Baflia  the  higheft 
degree  of  wrath  and  indignation, 
and  made  him  refolve  to  exert 
himfelf  to  the  utmoft  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  fiege.  His  troops, 
though  greatly  diminifhed,  were 
ftill  fufficient  to  invefl:  at  once  both 
the  town  and  the  fort  of  St.  Mi- 
chael. He  kept  a  conftant  fire  on 
both  ;  but  he  intended  firft  to  ap- 
ply to  the  reduftion  of  the  latter, 
which  he  propofed  to  attack  both 
by  land  and  water,  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  peninfula  on  which  ic 
ftands.  In  order  to  accomplifh 
this  defign,  it  was  neceffary  he 
fhould  have  fome  fhipping  intro- 
duced into  the  harbour,  for  tran- 
fporting  his  forces.  But  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour  having  been  render- 
ed inacceffible  by  a  great  iron  chain, 
and  the  cannon  of  St.  Angelo,  his 
defign  muft  have  been  relinquilh- 
ed,  if  Piali  had  not  fuggefted  an 
expedient  againft  which  the  grand- 
mafter  had  not  provided.  This 
was  to  make  the  chriftian  flaves 
and  the  crews  of  the  fhips  draw  a 
number  of  boats,  by  the  ftrength 
of  their  arms,  over  the  neck  of 
land  on  which  ftood  fort  St.  Elmo. 
Of  this  propofal,  which'  Muftapha 
immediatel/ 
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immediately  adopted,  information 
was   carried   to   the    grand-mailer 
by  a  Turkifh  officer,  who,    being 
by  birth   a   Greek,    was    touched 
Suddenly   with    remorfe,    and  de- 
ferted  to  the  chriftians.     In  con- 
fcquence   of  this  intelligence.  La 
Vallettefet  a  great  number  of  hands 
to  work  in  framing  a  (lacado  along 
that  part  of  the  promontory  where 
the  Turks  intended  their  attack; 
and  at    another    part,   where   the 
depth  of  the  water  or  the  hardnefs 
of  the  bottom  would  not  admit  of 
the  ftacado,  he  caufed  ilrong  in- 
trenchments  to  be  made  upon  the 
beach.     Muftapha    in    the    mean 
time  fired  inceflantly  upon  the  fort, 
while   the    flaves   and   crews  were 
employed  in  tranfporting  the  boats 
over  land  into   the   harbour.     At 
lengththe  Baiha,  judging  that  the 
number    of   boats   which    he   had 
tranfported    would    be    fullicient, 
and  that   the  breaches   which    his 
artillery  had  made  were  praflica- 
ble,  refolved  without  further   de- 
lay to  make  an  attack  both  by  Tea 
and  land.     He  was  the  more  con- 
fident   of  fuccefs,    as,    fince    the 
taking  of  St.  Elmo,   he   had    re- 
ceived   a    confiderable    reinforce- 
ment, by  the  arrival  of  Hafcem, 
fon  of  BarbarofTa,  with  two^  thou- 
fand  live  hundred    fele£l   fpldiers, 
commonly    called    the   Bravoes   of 
Algiers.     Hafcem,    who  poffefled 
a  confiderable  Ihare  of  his  fathc    i 
fire,  and  was  ambitious  to  diiUn- 
•guifh  himfelf  in   the  Suhan's  fer- 
vice,  begged   of  Muftapha  to  in- 
truft  him  with   the  aflault  of  fort 
St.    Michael  ;  and   vaunted,   with 
his  natural  arrogance,  thai  he  would 
foon    make    himfelf   mailer    of  it 
fword  in   hand.     TheiJalha,  whe- 
ther from  an  opinion  of  his  valour, 
or  an  intention  to  make  him  learn 


at  his  own  expence  the  folly  of  h\$ 
prefumption,  readily  complied  with 
his  requeft  ;  and  having  added  fix 
thoufand  men  to  his  Algerines,  he 
promifed  to  fupport  him  with  the 
reft  of  his  army. 

"  Hafcem  divided  his  forces 
with  Candelifla,  an  old^  Corfair, 
his  lieutenant ;  to  whom  he  com- 
mitted the  attack  by  fea,  whilft  he 
referved  that  on  the  land  fide  to 
himfelf. 

*'    Candelifla   having    put  his 
troops  on  board  the  boats,  fet  out 
with  drums  beating,  and  hautboys 
and  other  mufical  inftruments  play- 
ing, preceded  by  a  boat  filled  with 
Mahometan  priells,  fome  of  whom 
were  employed  in  offering  prayers 
to  Heaven  for  his   fuccefs,    or  in 
finging  hymns ;  while  others  had 
books  in  their  hands,  out  of  which 
they  read  imprecations  againft  the 
chriftians.      Candelifla    attempted 
firlt    to   break   down    the    ftacado 
which  had  been  formed  to  obftrut^ 
his  landing  ;  but  finding  it  much 
ftronger  than  he  expeded,and  that, 
while  he  was  employed  in  demo- 
lilhing  it,    his   troops   muft  fuiFer 
greatly  from  the  enemy's  fire,  he 
thought  it  would  be  ea(ier  to  make 
a    defcent   on    that    part   of    the 
Ihore  which  the  grand-mafter  had 
ftrcngthened   with   intrenchraents. 
At  this  important  poll,  the  chrif- 
tian  troops  were  commanded  by  an 
ancient  knight  of  the  name  of  Gui- 
meran.     This   experienced   officer 
referved  his  (ire  till  the  Turks  had 
advanced   within    a  little  diilance 
of  the  fhore,  when  by  a  fingle  dif- 
charge  he  killed  about   four  hun- 
dred men.     This  did   not  prevent 
the  relt  from  approaching.      Can- 
delifla puflied   forwards   while  ihe 
chriftians  were  loading  their  can- 
non^ and  landed  at  the  head  of  his 
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Algerines.  But  Guimeran  having 
Tcfer^ed  fome  cannon  charged 
*vith  grape-lhot,  did  dreadful  exe- 
cution among  them  after  they  had 
landed,  and  many  af  them  began 
*b  fly  to  their  boats;  which  Can- 
deliffa  obferving,  he  commanded 
the  boats  to  be  put  cfF  to  a  little 
diftance  from  the  fhore.  His  troops 
perceiving  then  that  they  muft  ei- 
ther die  or  conquer,  took  courage 
from  defpair,  and  advanced  boldly 
to  the  intrenchment,  with  ladders 
for  fcaling  it  in  one  hand,  and  their 
fabres  in  the  other.  The  comba- 
tants on  both  fides  difplayed  the 
rood  intrepid  valour.  Great  num- 
bers fell,  and  the  ditch  was  choak- 
ed  with  blood,  and  with  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  and  wounded.  The 
Turks  at  laft,  after  an  engage- 
ment of  five  hours,  reached  the  top 
of  the  intrcnchment,  and  there 
planted  their  enfigns.  The  knights, 
itung  with  fhame  on  account  of 
their  retreat,  returned  with  re- 
doubled ardour.  But  they  would 
probably  have  been  overpowered 
by  the  fuperior  number  of  the  ene- 
my, had  not  the  grand-mafter  fent 
thrill  a  feafonable  reinforcement, 
tinder  the  admiral  of  Giou,  and 
the  chevalier  de  Quiney  ;  who  fell 
tipon  the  Algerines  and  Turks 
with  a  degree  of  fury  that  ftjuck 
terror  intoCandeliffa  himfelf,  who 
was  noted  for  his  intrepidity.  Hav- 
ing ordered  the  boats  to  be  brought 
nearer  the  fhore,  he  was  among 
the  firft  who  fied.  His  bravoes 
fought  defperately  for  fome  time 
after  he  had  left  them  ;  but  were 
at  length  thrown  down  from  the 
intrenchments,  and  compelled  to 
fly  to  their  boats  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation.  The  chriftians  pur- 
fued  them,  and  the  batteries  con- 
tinued firing  on  them  without  in- 


termifiion.  Many  of  the  boats  were 
funk  ;  the  water  was  covered  with 
dead  bodies,  mangled  limbs,  fhields 
and  helmets.  Of  the  four  thou- 
fand  who  had  been  fent  on  this  en- 
terprize,  fcarcely  five  hundred  re- 
mained, and  many  of  thefe  were 
dangeroufly  v.'ounded. 

**  Hafcem  was  not  more  fortu- 
nate in  his  afl'ault  by  land,  than 
Candeliffa  was  by  fea.  After  hav- 
ing been  repulfed  at  one  breach 
with  great  flaughter,  he  rallied  his 
troops,  and  led  them  on  to  ano- 
ther, where  he  fought  long  and 
defperately,  till  mod  of  the  bra- 
vces  having  fallen  by  his  fide,  he 
was  obliged,  with  much  reluc- 
tance and  forrow,  to  found  a  re- 
treat. 

•*  Mufiapba,  not  unmindful  of 
liis  promife  to  fupport  him,  no 
fisoner  perceived  him  beginning  to 
retire,  than  he  ordered  the  Ja^ 
nifiaries,  whom  he  kept  under 
arms,  to  advance.  The  garrifon 
had  maintained  an  engagement 
with  Hafcem  for  five  hours,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
hotteft  feafon  of  the  year ;  yet,  as 
if  they  had  not  been  fubjed  to  the 
wants  and  weaknefi'es  of  humanity, 
they  advanced  beyond  the  breach 
to  meet  the  Janiflaries,  and  fought 
apparently  with  as  much  vigour 
and  fortitude  as  before.  By  the 
power  of  fuperior  numbers,  they 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  with- 
in the  breach.  But  there  they 
made  the  mofl  defperate  refinance  ; 
and,  being  reinforced  by  De 
Giou  and  De  'Quiney,  with  the 
troops  which  had  triumphed  over 
Candeliffa,  they  at  lafl;  repuifed 
the  Janifiaries  with  dreadful  Daugh- 
ter, after  having  loft  more  than 
forty  knight?,  and  two  hundred 
of  the  braveil  of  the  common  men. 
**  Muila- 
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'f  Muftapha,  enraged  by  this 
invincibleobltinacy  which  the  chrif- 
tians  difplayed  in  their  defence, 
and  dreading  that  the  Spanifh  fuc- 
cours  which  had  been  already  de- 
layed much  longer  than  he  expec- 
ted, might  foon  arrive,  refolved 
now  to  employ  his  .whole  force  at 
once,  and  while  he  himfelf  profe- 
cuted  the  fiege  of  fort  St.  Michael 
with  one  half  of  his  troops,  to  em- 
ploy the  other,  under  Pialij  againfi: 
the  town.  More  batteries  were 
raifed.  The  trenches  were  ad- 
vanced fiill  nearer  than  before. 
Bridges  of  fail-yards  and  mafts 
were  thrown  over  the  ditches. 
Mines,  notwithftanding  the  hard 
and  rocky  foil,  were  fprung.  A{- 
faults  were  repeated  without  num- 
ber ;  and  the  two  bafhas,  emulous 
of  one  another,  and  each  of  them 
agitated  with  continual  anxiety 
left  vidlory  (hould  declare  firit  for 
his  competitor,  exhibited  the  mod 
ihining  proofs  of  perfonal  courage, 
and  exhaufted  all  the  art  of  war 
then  known  in  the  world.  Yet, 
through  the  determined  bravery  of 
the  knights,  condudled  by  the 
grand-mafter  with  confummate 
prudence  and  indefatigable  vigi- 
lance, the  Turks  were  baffled  in 
every  attempt,  and  repulied  with 
{laughter.  Muftapha  flattered  him- 
felf once  with  the  moll  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs  on  his  part,  from 
a  machine  invented  by  his  princi- 
pal engineer,  in  the  form  of  a  huge 
Cafk  bound  ftrongly  with  iron 
hoops,  and  filled  with  gunpowder, 
nails,  chains,  bullets,  and  fuch 
other  inftruments  of  death.  Af- 
ter fetting  fire  to  a  train  which 
was  fattened  to  this  machine,  it  was 
thrown  by  the  force  of  an  engine, 
upon  a  ravelin  that  was  the  prin- 
cipal defence  of  the  fort.     But  the 


garrifon  undifmayed,  found  mean«, 
before  it  caught  fire,  to  caft  it  out 
again  into  t-he  midft  of  the  affaii- 
ants.  In  a  moment  afterwards  it 
burft  with  dreadful  fury,  and  filled 
the  Turks  with  conflernation.  The 
knights  then  fallied  out  upon  them 
fword  in  }vand,^nd  taking  advan- 
tage of  their  confufion,  killed 
many  of  them,  and  put  the  reft  to 
flight. 

<«  Piali  had,  on  fome  occafions, 
■ilill  more  reafons  than  Muftapha 
to  entertain  the  hopes  of  viftory, 
although  the  town  was  much 
ftronger  than  the  fort,  and  La  Val- 
lette  commanded  there  in  perfon. 
By  his  batteries  he  had  demoliftied 
all  the  out  works  of  the  place,  and 
had  made  an  immenfe  br^each  in 
the  wall.  While  his  troops  were 
engaged  in  a  furious  afTauIt,  that 
engroffed  the  whole  attention  of 
the  befieged  from  morning  till 
night,  he  employed  a  great  num- 
ber of  pioneers  in  raifing  a  cava- 
lier or  platform  of  earth  and 
ftones,  fo  clofe  by  the  breach,  and 
fo  high  as  to  overlook  the  para- 
pet. Night,  in  the  mean  time, 
came  on,  and  prevented  him  from 
carrying  any  further  this  great 
advantage;  but  he  doubu^d  not 
that  next  day  he  (hould  be  able 
to  irrake  himfelf-  mailer  of  the 
place. 

**  As  foon  as  he  had  drawn  off 
his  forces,  a  council  of  the  Order 
was  convened,  and  moft  of  the 
knights  were  of  opinion  that  the 
town  was  no  longer  tenable  ;  that 
the  fortifications  which  ftill  re- 
mained iliould  be  blown  up,  and 
that  the  garnfon  and  inhabitants 
ftiould  retire  into  the  cattle  of  St. 
Angelo.  But  the  grand-mafter  ic- 
ceived  this  propoial  with  horror 
and  indignation.      *'  This  would 
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be  in  effea,"  faid  he.  «'  to  deli- 
vcr  the  whole  ifland  into  the  hands 
of  the  infidels.     Fort  St.  Michael, 
which  has  been  (o   gallantly   de- 
fended, and  which  is  preferved  by 
its  communication  with  the  town, 
would  thus  be  foon  reduced  to  the 
neceffity   of  furrendering.     There 
is  no  room  in  the  caftle  of  St.  An- 
gelo  for  the  inhabitants  and  troops, 
nor  if  there  were  room,    is  there 
water  in  that  fort  for  fo  great  a 
.number.'*     It  was   then  propofed 
that  at  leaft  the  relics  of  the  faints 
and  the  ornaments  of  the  churches 
fhouid  be  carried  into  the  caftle  ; 
and  the  knights  earneiUy  intreated 
the  grand-mafter  to  retire  into  it 
himfelf,    alTuring    him    that   they 
would   conduft  the   defence    with 
the  urmoft  vigour   and  vigilance. 
t.^*  No,  my  brethren,"  he  replied, 
!"  what  you  propofe.  as  to  the  fa- 
cred  things  would  fei  ve  only  to  in- 
timidate  the   ioidiers.     We    muft 
conceal   oui*  appi'ehenfions.     It   is 
here  we  muii  either  die  or  conquer. 
And  is  it  poffible  that  I,  at  the  age 
of  fevenLy-one,  can    end    my  life 
fo  honourably,  as  in  fighting,  to- 
gether with   my  friends  and  bre- 
thren, againft  the  implacable  ene- 
mies of  our  holy  faith?'*    He  then 
told  them  what  he  thought  proper 
to    be   done,    and    proceeded    in- 
ftantly    to    put  it  into   execution. 
Having  called  all  the  foldiers  from 
fori  St.  Angelo,  except  a  few  who 
were   neceffary  for   managing  the 
artillery,    he   employed    them  and 
the  inhabitants  all  night,  in  throw- 
ing  up  intrenchmcnts  within    the 
breach;    after   which    he  fent  out 
fome  of  the  braveft  knights,  with 
a  felect   body   of  troops,  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  cavalier.     Thefe 
men  Itole  foftly  along  the  foot  of 
the  wall    till  they    arrived  at  the 


place  appointed ;  when  they  fet 
up  a  loud  Ihout,  and  attacked  the 
guards  whom  Piali  had  left  there 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  the  Turks, 
believing  the  whole  garrifon  had 
fallen  upon  them,  abandoned  their 
poft,  and  fled  precipitately  to  their 
camp. 

**  The  cavalier  was  immediate- 
ly fortified,  a  battery  of  cannoa 
planted  on  it,  and  a  parapet 
raifed  on  the  fide  towards  the 
enemy.  And  thus  the  breach  was 
rendered  impradicable ;  the  town 
put  in  greater  fecurity  than  be- 
fore ;  and  a  work  which  had  been 
devifed  for  its  deilruftion,  con- 
verted into  a  bulwark  for  its  de- 
fence. 

"  The  grand-mafter  had  now- 
greater  confidence  than  ever  of 
being  able  to  hold  out  till  the  Spa- 
niards ihould  come  to  his  relief. 
In  confequence  of  the  afTurances 
given  by  Philip  and  the  Sicilian 
viceroy,  he  had,  long  before  this 
time,  entertained  the  hopes  of 
their  arrival ;  and  had  often  ear- 
neftly  folicited  the  viceroy  to  haften 
his  departure  from  Mefiina.  The 
condud  of  this  nobleman  was  long 
exceedingly  royfterious.  The  pa- 
tience of  the  knights  was  worn  out 
by  his  delays  ;  and  thty,  and  many 
others,  fufpeded  that  the  real  mo- 
tive of  his  condudl  was  the  dread 
of  encountering  with  an  admiral 
of  fo  coniiderable  reputation  as 
Piali.  But  it  afterwards  appeared 
that  the  viceroy  had  aded  agree- 
ably to  his  initruAions  from  the 
court  of  Spain.  For  although  Phi- 
lip was,  for  the  realons  above 
mentioned,  fincerely  interefted  in 
the  prefervation  of  the  knights, 
and  had  amufed  them  with  the 
moH  flattering  promi  fei  of  afliftance, 
yet  he  feems  from  the  firft  lo  have 
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fefoived  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
danger  on  that  account,  and  to 
avoid,  if  poffible,  a  general  en- 
gagement, 

"  A  generous  and  grateful  prince 
would  have  adled  very  differently 
towards  an  ally  fo  dtferving  of  his 
fupport;  and  if  either  generoiity 
br  gratitude  had  been  the  leading 
principle  of  Philip*s  conduft,  it  is 
probable  he  would,  on  this  occa- 
sion, have  regarded  the  knights  as 
his  own  fubjefts ;  and  have  thought 
it  no  lefs  incumbent  on  him  to 
exert  himfelf  in  their  defence,  than 
if  they  had  acknowledged  him  as 
their  fovereign, 

**  ButPhilipwasaffeftedby  their 
danger  only  fo  far  as  it  threatened 
the  tranquillity  of  his  own  do- 
minions. He  had  refolved  to  in- 
terpofe  in  their  behalf  rather  than 
to  fufFer  them  to  be  overpowered ; 
but  he  appears  to  have  been  very 
little  touched  witK  their  calami- 
ties ;  and  to  have  intended  to  leave 
them  to  themfelves,  as  long  as 
there  was  any  profpedl  of  their  be- 
ing able  to  make  refiltance ;  by 
doing  which  he  confidercd,  that 
he  would  not  only  preferve  his 
own  ftrength  entire,  but  might  af- 
terwards engage  with  the  Turks, 
when  they  were  exhaufted  by  the 
operations  of  the  fiege. 

"  Philip  adhered  inflexibly  to 
this  plan,  notwithftanding  the 
grand-mafter*s  repeated  importuni- 
ties, much  longer  than  was  confift- 
ent  with  his  own  felfifh  views.  For, 
without  a  degree  of  fortitude  and 
prowefs  on  the  part  of  the  garri- 
fon,  and  a  degree  of  wifdom,  vi- 
gilance, and  magnanimity,  on  that 
of  the  grand-mafter,  infinitely 
higher  than  there  could  be  reafon 
to  expeft,  it  mull  have  been  im- 
VoL.  XIX. 


poffible  for  fuch  a  handful  of  men 
to  have  with  flood,  for  fo  long  a 
time,  fo  great  a  force,  and  fuch 
mighty  efforts  as  were  employed 
to  reduce  thera.  Even  the  death 
of  the  grand-mafter  alone,  whofe 
perfon  was  expofed  to  perpetual 
danger,  would  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  knights,  long  before  Philip 
fent  orders  to  his  viceroy  to  give 
them  any  efFeftual  fupport;  and 
in  this  cafe,  as  his  own  dominions 
or  his  fleet  would  have  been  im- 
mediately attacked,  he  would  pro- 
bably have  had  little  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  timid,  ungene- 
rous counfels  which  he  purfued. 

'*  Whatever  judgment  may  be 
formed  on  this  head,  the  viceroy 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
yield  to  the  repeated  applications 
of  the  grand-mafter,  till  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fiege  began  to  relax, 
and  the  Turkifh  forces  were  re- 
duced fronf  forty-five  thoufand  to 
fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand ;  of 
whom  many  were  worn  out  with 
the  fatigues  which  they  had  un- 
dergone, and  others  rendered  unfit 
for  a6lion  by  a  bloody  flux,  which 
for  feveral  weeks  had  raged  amongft 
them. 

**  In  this  (ituation  of  affairs,  when 
it  was  probable  that  the  knights 
would,  without  affiftance,  have 
compelled  the  Turks  to  raife  the 
fiege,  the  viceroy  let  the  grand- 
mafter  know  that  he  had  now  re- 
ceived fuch  inftxudlions  from  the 
king,  as  put  it  in  his  power  to 
fhew  his  attachment  to  the  Order  ; 
that  he  was  not  indeed  permitted 
to  attack  the  Turkifh  fleet ;  but 
that  he  would  immediately  bring 
him  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  whofe 
commanders  (as  he  himlelf  mull 
return  to  Sicily)  were  to  be  entirely 
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fubjeft  to  the  grand-mafter's  au- 
thority, till  the  enemy  fhould  be 
expelled. 

"  The  viceroy,  although  flillfuf- 
pefted  of  interpofing  unnecefTary 
delays,  at  length  fulfilled  his  pro- 
mife  ;  and  on  the  feventh  of  Sep- 
tember landed  fix  thoufand  men, 
under  Don  Alvaro  de  Sande  and 
Afcanio  della  Coma,  in  that  part 
of  the  ifland  which  lay  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  the  Turks ; 
after  which  he  immediately  carried 
back  the  fleet  to  Sicily. 

•*  In  the  mean  time,  intelligence 
being  brought  to  Muftapha  that 
the  Spaniards  were  landed,  and 
marching  towards  him,  he  was 
thrown  into  the  mod  dreadful  con- 
fternation.  Senfible  that  his  fol- 
dicrs  were  much  difheartened  by 
their  ill  fuccefs,  he  imagined  that 
he  was  about  to  be  attacked  by  a 
fuperior  army,  confifting  of  the 
braveft  and  beft  difciplined  troops 
in  Spain.  Without  waiting  for 
information  of  their  number,  he 
forthwith  raifed  the  fiege,  drew 
his  garrifon  out  of  St.  Elmo,  and 
leaving  all  his  heavy  cannon  be- 
hind him,  embarked  his  troops 
with  as  much  precipitation  as  if 
the  Spaniards  with  fuperior  forces 
had  been  in  fight.  He  had  fcarcely 
got  on  board  when  a  deferter  ar- 
rived from  the  Spanilh  camp,  and 
informed  him,  that  with  fifteen  or 
fixteen  thoufand  men,  he  had  fled 
before  an  army  that  did  not  exceed 
fix  thoufand,  having  no  general  at 
their  head,  and  commanded  by 
officers  who  were  independent  of 
one  another.  The  bafliawas  over- 
whelmed with  fliame  and  vexation 
by  this  intelligence,  and  would 
have  immediately  difembarked ; 
but  this,  he  knew,  he  durft  not 
attempt  without  confuUing  Piali, 


Hafcem,  and  his  other  principal 
officers. 

'*  While  he  was  deliberating^ 
upon  it,  the  grand-mafter  improved 
to  the  beft  advantage  the  leifure  that 
was  afforded  him.  He  employed 
all  the  inhabitants,  men,  women, 
and  children,  as  well  as  the  fol- 
diers,  in  filling  up  the  enemy's 
trenches,  and  demoliihing  their 
works  ;  and  put  a  garrifon  without 
delay  into  fort  St.  Elmo  ;  in  which 
the  Turks  now  beheld  from  their 
Ihips  the  ftandard  of  St.  John 
eredled  where  that  of  Mahomet  had 
lately  ftood. 

**  This  demonftrated  to  Mufta- 
pha how  much  new  labour  awaited 
him  in  cafe  he  fhould  return  to  the 
fiege;  but  being  enraged  againfl 
himfelf  on  account  of  the  precipi- 
tancy of  his  retreat,  and  difquieted 
at  the  thoughts  of  the  reception 
which  he  had  reafon  to  expeft 
from  Solyman,  he  wiftied  to  atone 
for  his  imprudence,  and  to  wipe 
off  the  reproach  in  which  it  had 
involved  him,  by  vidory  or  death, 
Piali,  who  from  his  jealoufy  of 
the  baiha*s  credit  with  the  fultan, 
was  not  forry  for  the  failure  of 
his  enterprife,  reprefented,  in  a 
counfil  of  war  convened  on  this 
occafion,  that  as  the  troops  were 
much  difpirited  and  worn  out,  it 
would  be  expofing  them  to  certr.in 
deftru6lion,  either  to  lead  them 
againft  the  enemy,  or  to  refume 
the  operations  of  the  fiege.  But 
a  majority  of  the  council  were  of 
a  different  opinion  j  and  it  was  re- 
folved  to  land  the  forces  again 
without  delay. 

"  The  Turkifti  foldiers  com- 
plained bitterly  of  this  unexpcdled 
refoiution,  and  obeyed  the  orders  to 
difembark  with  the  greateft  relut^- 
ance.     Their  officers  were  obliged 
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to  employ  threats  with  fome,  and 
force  with  others.  At  length  the 
number  intended  was  pot  on  (hore, 
and  Muftapha  fet  out  at  their  head 
in  fearch  of  the  enemy. 

**  The  grand-mafter  had  not  ne- 
glected to  give  early  notice  of  their 
march  to  the  Spanifti  commanders, 
who  had  intrenched  their  little 
army  on  a  fteep  hiil,  which  the 
Turks  would  have  found  almoft 
inacceflible ;  and  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers, that  they  (hould  avail  them* 
felves  of  the  advantage  of  their 
fituatioD,  and  ftand  on  their  de- 
fence. But  this  propofal  was  re- 
jeded  with  difdain  by  the  bold^ 
adventurous  De  Sande,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Spanifti  officers ; 
and  the  troops  were  led  out  of 
their  encampment,  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  the  open  field.  This 
conduft,  more  fortunate  perhaps 
than  prudent,  contributed  to  in- 
creafe  the  dejeftion  of  the  Turkifti 
foldiers,  and  to  facilitate  their  de- 
feat. Having  been  dragged  againft 
their  inclination  to  the  field  of  bat- 
tle ;  and  being  attacked  by  the 
Spaniards  with  great  fury,  both  in 
front  and  flank,  they  fcarcely 
fought ;  but,  being  ftruck  with  a 
fudden  panic,  they  fled  with  the 
utmoll  precipitation. 

'*  Muftapha,  confounded  and 
enraged  by  this  pufillanimous  beha- 
viour of  his  troops,  was  hurried 
along  by  the  violent  tide  of  the 


fugitives.  He  fell  twice  from  his 
horfc,  and  would  have  been  taken 
prifoner,  if  his  officers  had  not  ref- 
cued  him.  The  Spaniards  pur- 
fued  brilkly  till  they  came  to  the 
fea-ftiore.  There  Piali  had  his 
boats  ready  to  receive  the  Turks, 
and  a  number  of  ftiallops  filled  with 
mufketeers  drawn  up  to  favour  their 
efcape.  Without  this  precaution, 
they  muft  all  have  periftied ;  and 
even  notwithftanding  the  protec- 
tion which  it  afforded  them,  the 
number  of  their  killed  amounted 
to  two  thoufand  men,  while  the 
viftors  loft  only  thirteen  or  fourteen 
at  moft. 

'<  Such,  after  four  months  conti- 
nuance, was  the  conclufion  of  the 
fie^e  of  Malta,  which  will  be  for 
ever  memorable  on  account  of  that 
extraordinary  difplay  of  the  moft 
generous  and  heroic  valour  by 
which  the  knights,  fo  few  in  num- 
ber, were  enabled  to  baffle  the 
moft  vigorous  eflForts  which  could 
be  made  to  fubdue  them  by  the 
moft  powerful  monarch  in  the 
world.  The  news  of  their  deli, 
verance  gave  univerfal  joy  to  the 
chriftian  powers  ;  and  the  name  of 
the  grand-mafter  excited  every 
where  the  higheft  admiration  and 
applaufe.  Congratulations  were 
fent  him  from  every  quarter ;  and 
in  many  ftates  public  rejoicings 
were  celebrated  on  account  of  his 
fuccefs.** 
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ville  in  France,  me  of  the  moji  celebrated  Jiate  prifons  of  that  kingdom.   14$ 

jin  account  of  fame  <very  ingenious  poems,  attributed  to  Thomas  Ro^vley,  of 
Brijioly  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  others  his  fellonx:- citizens  and  cotem-- 
poraries  ;  arid  of  the  very  extraordinary  perjon  <who  firji  produced  them.. 
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fl Jhort  account  of  William  Cannings,  the  perfon  fo  often  mentioned  in  the 

preceding  article.  Founder  of  St.  Mary  Redcliffe^s  Church,  BriJlol.         162 

Some  account  of  the  prerogati'ves ,  i^c.  of  Sarum,  efpecially  of  th£  Epifcopus 

puerorum,  a  njery  Jingular  injiitution,  in  memory  of  St.  Nicholas,  Bijhop 

of  Myra,  in  Lycia,  fur  named  the  Child  Bifhop,  —  —     jgr 

MISCELLANEOUS    ESSAYS. 

Valour,  patriotifm,  and friendjhip ,  *weighed  in  the  balance  of  Chrijfianitv  > 
from  the  **  Fie^w  of  the  internal  Enjidence  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion,  by 
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from  'which  the  preceding  article  is  taken.  —  —     1 85 

On  the  connexion  betn.veen  mufec ,  prophecy ,  and  poetry ,  particularly  under  the 
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Burney,  Efq;  Muf  D.  F.  R.  S.'*  —  —  —      l88 
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